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R e : H e a r in g  r e q u e s t  f o r  C S  S J R  7 ( R E S )

“ R e in s t a t e  W i ld e r n e s s  S t u d y  P r o h ib i t i o n ”

P le a s e  a c c e p t  t h is  m e m o r a n d u m  a s  a  r e q u e s t  t o  s c h e d u le  S  J R  7  f o r  a  h e a r in g  in  th e  H o u s e  

R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  a t  y o u  e a r l ie s t  c o n v e n ie n c e .  T h e  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m it t e e  

in t r o d u c e d  t h is  r e s o lu t io n  in  a n  e f f o r t  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  P r e s id e n t  a n d  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  

I n t e r io r  t o  c o r r e c t  a  la s t  m in u t e  r e s c is s io n  b y  I n t e r io r  S e c r e t a r y  B r u c e  B a b b i t t .  O n  h is  

w a y  o u t  th e  d o o r ,  S e c r e t a r y  B a b b i t t  r e s c in d e d  a  2 0 - y e a r  d i r e c t iv e  t h a t  p r o t e c t e d  A l a s k a ’ s 

B L M  la n d  f r o m  w i ld e r n e s s  r e v ie w  in  c o m p l ia n c e  w i t h  A N I L C A .

I  h a v e  e n c lo s e d  th e  f o l l o w in g  b a c k - u p  in f o r m a t io n  f o r  y o u r  r e v ie w  a n d  in c lu s io n  in  th e  

b i l l  p a c k e t s :

•  C S  S J R  7 ( R E S )

•  S J R  7

•  Z e r o  f i s c a l  n o te

•  S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

•  C o p y  o f  A N I L C A  s e c t io n s  1 3 2 0  a n d  1 3 2 6

•  C o p y  o f  J a n u a r y  1 9 , 2 0 0 1  A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s  A r t i c l e

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  t h is  r e q u e s t .
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SPONSOR STATEMENT

C S S J R  7 (R E S )
“ R e in s ta t e  W i ld e r n e s s  S t u d y  P r o h i b i t i o n ”

I n  1 9 8 1 ,  P r e s id e n t  R e a g a n ’ s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  I n t e r io r  is s u e d  a  d i r e c t i v e  s t a t in g  t h a t  B L M  

la n d  in  A l a s k a  m a y  n o t  b e  c o n s id e r e d  f o r  w i ld e r n e s s  r e v ie w s  a s  r e q u ir e d  b y  S e c t io n  6 0 3  

o f  th e  F e d e r a l  L a n d  P la n n in g  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  A c t  o f  1 9 7 6 .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h is  

d i r e c t i v e  w a s  to  c o m p ly  w i t h  C o n g r e s s io n a l  m a n d a t e s  in  th e  A l a s k a  N a t io n a l  I n t e r e s t  

L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t io n  A c t  ( A N I L C A ) .

S e c t io n s  1 3 2 0  a n d  1 3 2 6  o f  A N I L C A  a re  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  th e  “ n o  m o r e  c la u s e s ”  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  e x e m p t  A l a s k a  f r o m  f u t u r e  f e d e r a l  w i ld e r n e s s  d e s ig n a t io n s  a n d  w i t h d r a w a ls  

e x c e e d in g  5 ,0 0 0  a c re s .  A N I L C A  S e c t io n  1 3 2 6  ( b )  s ta te s  th a t  n o  f u r t h e r  s t u d ie s  o f  

F e d e r a l  la n d s  in  th e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  s h a l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  e s t a b l i s h in g  a  

c o n s e r v a t io n  s y s t e m  u n i t ,  n a t io n a l  r e c r e a t io n  a re a , n a t io n a l  c o n s e r v a t io n  a re a , o r  f o r  

r e la t e d  o r  s im i l a r  p u r p o s e s .

S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o lu t io n  7  w a s  in t r o d u c e d  in  r e s p o n s e  to  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  I n t e r io r  B r u c e  

B a b b i t t ’ s  la s t - m in u t e  r e s c is s i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 8 1  d i r e c t iv e .  T h i s  r e s c is s io n  is  d i s t u r b in g  f o r a  

v a r i e t y  o f  r e a s o n s .  I t  i s  c o n t r a r y  to  a n  I n t e r io r  D e p a r t m e n t  p o l i c y  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  a n  

im p o r t a n t  t o o l  f o r  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  A l a s k a ’ s  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  n e a r ly  2 0  

y e a r s .  T h e  r e s c is s io n  w a s  d o n e  w i t h o u t  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  o r  c o n s u l t a t io n  w i t h  A la s k a .  

F i n a l l y ,  w i t h  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h is  p o l i c y ,  B L M  w i l l  b e  a b le  t o  m a n a g e  i t s  r o a d le s s  la n d  in  

A l a s k a  a s  d e  f a c t o  w i ld e r n e s s  a re a s  in  th e  e x p e c t a t io n  th a t  C o n g r e s s  w i l l  e v e n t u a l ly  e n a c t  

a p p r o v in g  le g is la t io n .

S p o n s o r



ic  n o t ic e , p u b lic  h e a r in g s , 
iew , as to  th e ir  s u i t a b i l i t y  
ie rne ss , a l l  la n d s  w i t h in  
s o f  th e  N a t io n a l W i ld l i f e  
v ild e rn e s s  b y  th is  A c t  a n d

■/, a nd  th e  P re s id e n t s h a l l  
o f  R e p re se n ta t iv e s  o f  h is  

.re v is io n s  o f  se c tions  3 (c) 
s h a ll a d v is e  th e  C ong ress  
a reas w i t h in  seven y e a rs

n s tru ed  as a f fe c t in g  th e  
P a rk  S ys tem  o r  u n i t  o f  

nee w i th  th is  A c t  o r  o th e r  
u n t i l  C ong ress p ro v id e s  
ie n t ia l  re c o m m e n d a tio n  
n.

:e program

u lic y  se t fo r th  in  th e  f i r s t  
e fo r  th e  p re s e rv a t io n  o f  
d a n t iq u i t ie s  o f  n a t io n a l 
ved A u g u s t 21, 1935 (49 
u ro te c t a n d  in te r p r e t  fo r  
resou rce s  a nd  ob je c ts  o f  
and  h is to r ic  h u m a n  use  
;k a , th e  S e c re ta ry  m a y , 
t io n  o r  N a t iv e  G ro u p , 
r t is e  to  th e  a p p lic a n t in  
i  o f  c u l t u r a l  re sou rce s , 
sources is  in  th e  U n ite d  

a v a ila b le  p e rso n n e l to  
: o f  b u ild in g s , fa c i l i t ie s ,  
n d  p e rso n n e l to  t r a in  
-e s e rv a t io n , d e m o n s tra -

3C. 2, 1 9 8 0

rrs
•n s trued  as l im i t in g  o r  
led  S ta te s  o r—
;r n in g  a p p ro p r ia t io n  o r  
ds w i t h in  th e  S ta te  o f

i l  o r  S ta te  ju r is d ic t io n ,  
te r  resou rce s d e ve lo p -

l in g , e x c e p t as s p c c if i-  
ip lic a b le  to  th e  v a r io u s  
deve lop  o r  p a r t ic ip a te  

to exe rc ise  lic e n s in g  o r

P U B L I C  L A W  9 6 - 4 8 7 - D E C .  2 , 1 9 8 0

BUREAU OP LAND MANAGEMENT LAND REVIEWS

94 S T A T .  2487

16 USC 3209.

Sec. 1320. N o tw ith s ta n d in g  a n y  o th e r  p ro v is io n  o f  la w , se c tio n  603 43 USC 1784. 
o f  th e  F ede ra l L a n d  P o lic y  and  M anagem en t A c t  o f  1976 s h a ll n o t 43 USC 1782. 
a p p ly  to  a n y  la n d s  in  A la s k a . H ow e ve r, in  c a r ry in g  o u t  h is  d u t ie s  Recommenda- 
u n d e r  sec tion  201 and  sec tion  202 o f  such  A c t  a nd  o th e r  a p p lic a b le  ^  
la w s , th e  S e c re ta ry  m a y  id e n t i fy  a reas in  A la s k a  w h ic h  h e  d e te r -  43 u s e  1711, 
m in e s  a re  s u ita b le  as w ild e rn e ss  a nd  m ay , fr o m  t im e  to  t im e , m a k e  1712. 
re com m enda tio n s  to  th e  Congress fo r  in c lu s io n  o f  a n y  6u ch  a re as  in  
th e  N a t io n a l W ild e rn e s s  P re se rv a tio n  S ys tem , p u rs u a n t to  th e  p ro v i­
s io n s  o f  th e  W ild e rn e s s  A c t  I n  th e  absence o f  cong re ss iona l a c t io n  
r e la t in g  to  a n y  su ch  re com m enda tio n  o f  th e  S ec re ta ry , th e  B u re a u  o f  
L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t s h a ll m anage a l l  such  a reas w h ic h  a re  w i t h in  i ts  
ju r is d ic t io n  in  acco rdance  w i th  th e  a p p lic a b le  la n d  use  p la n s  a nd  
a p p lic a b le  p ro v is io n s  o f  law .

AUTHORIZATION FOR APPROPRIATION

S ec . 1321. (a) T h e re  a re  h e re b y  a u th o r iz e d  to  be a p p ro p r ia te d  su ch  16 USC 3208. 
s u m s  as m ay  be  necessa ry to  c a r r y  o u t  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th is  A c t  fo r  
f is c a l ye a rs  b e g in n in g  a f te r  th e  f is c a l y e a r  1980. N o  a u th o r i t y  to  e n te r  
in t o  co n tra c ts  o r  to  m ake  pa ym en ts  o r  to  expend p re v io u s ly  a p p ro p r i­
a te d  fu n d s  u n d e r th is  A c t  s h a ll be  e ffe c tiv e  e xcep t to  th e  e x te n t  o r  in  
6u ch  am oun ts  as a re  p ro v id ed  in  advance  in  a p p ro p r ia t io n  A c ts .

EFFECT ON PRIOR WITHDRAWALS

S e c . 1322. (a) T h e  w ith d ra w a ls  and  re se rva tio n s  o f  th e  p u b lic  la n d s  
m a d e  b y  P u b lic  L a n d  O rde rs  N o . 5653 o f  N o vem be r 16 ,1978 , 5654 o f  
N o v e m b e r 17 ,1978 , P u b lic  L a n d  O rd e rs  num be re d  5696 th ro u g h  5711 
in c lu s iv e  o f  F e b ru a ry  12, 1980, F e d e ra l R e g is te r D o cum en ts  N o .
34051, o f  D ecem be r 5, 1978 a n d  N o . 79-17803 o f  J u n e  8 , 1979 a nd  
P ro c la m a tio n s  N o . 4611 th ro u g h  4627, in c lu s iv e , o f  D ecem be r 1 ,1978 , 
w e re  p ro m u lg a te d  to  p ro te c t th ese  la n d s  fro m  se le c tio n , a p p ro p r i­
a t io n ,  o r  d is p o s it io n  p r io r  to  th e  e n a c tm e n t o f  th is  A c t  A s  to  a l l  la n d s  
n o t  w i t h in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  e s tab lished  b y  th is  A c t  o f  a n y  co n se rv a tio n  
s y s ti.m  u n i t ,  n a t io n a l c o n se rv a tio n  a re a , n a t io n a l re c re a tio n  a re a , o r  
n a t io n a l fo re s t a d d it io n , th e  a fo re sa id  w ith d ra w a ls  and  re s e rv a tio n s  
a re  h e re b y  re s c in d e d  on  th e  e f fe c tiv e  d a te  o f  th is  A c t, a n d  su ch  la n d s  
s h a l l  be m anaged  b y  th e  S e c re ta ry  p u rs u a n t to  th e  F e d e ra l L a n d  
P o l ic y  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t A c t  o f  1976, o r  in  th e  case o f  la n d s  w i t h in  a  
n a t io n a l fo re s t, b y  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  A g r ic u l tu re  p u rs u a n t to  th e  law s  
a p p lic a b le  to  th e  n a t io n a l fo res ts , un le ss  o th e rw ise  spe c ifie d  b y  th is  
A c t .  A s  to  th e  F e d e ra l la n d s  w h ic h  a re  w i th in  th e  a fo re sa id  b o u n d ­
a r ie s , th e  a fo re sa id  w ith d ra w a ls  a nd  re s e rva tio n s  a re , on  th e  e f fe c tiv e  
d a te  o f  th is  A c t, h e re b y  re sc inded  a nd  superseded b y  th e  w ith d ra w a ls  
a n d  re s e rv a t io n s  m ade  b y  th is  A c t .  N o tw ith s ta n d in g  a n y  p ro v is io n  to  
th e  c o n t r a r y  c o n ta in e d  in  a n y  o th e r  la w , th e  F ede ra l la n d s  w i t h in  th e  
a fo re s a id  b o u n d a r ie s  e s tab lished  b y  th is  A c t  s h a ll n o t b e  deem ed 
a v a ila b le  fo r  s e le c tio n , a p p ro p r ia t io n , o r  d isp o s itio n  e x c e p t as 
e x p re s s ly  p ro v id e d  b y  th is  Act."

(b ) T h is  se c tio n  s h a l l  becom e e ffe c tiv e  upon  th e  re l in q u is h m e n t b y  
th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  o f  se le c tio n s  m ade  o n  N o v e m b e r 14, 1978,
E u rs u a n t  to  th e  A la s k a  S ta tehood  A c t  w h ic h  a re  lo ca ted  w i t h in  th e  

o u n d a r ie s  o f  c o n se rv a tio n  sys tem  u n its , n a t io n a l c o n se rv a tio n  a reas , 
n a t io n a l re c re a t io n  a reas, a n d  fo re s t a d d it io n s , e s tab lishe d , des ig ­
n a te d , o r  e xp anded  b y  th is  A c t

43 USC 1701 
note.

48 USC note 
prec. 21.
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94 S TA T . 2488 PUBLIC LAW 96-487—DEC. 2,1980

N'unfudcrally 
ov.ni.-d 1,-indj. 
1C USC 3210.

ACCESS
S e c , 1323. (a ) N o tw ith s ta n d in g  a n y  o th e r  p ro v is io n  o f  la w , a n d  

su b je c t to  such te rm s  a n d  c o n d it io n s  as th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  A g r ic u l tu r e  
m a y  p rescribe , th e  S e c re ta ry  s h a ll p ro v id e  such  access to  n on fe d - 
e ra ily  owned la n d  w i t h in  tn e  b o u nda r ie s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l F o re s t 
System  as th e  S e c re ta ry  deem s adequa te  to  secu re  to  th e  o w n e r th e  
reasonab le  use a n d  e n jo y m e n t th e re o f: P ro v id e d , T h a t su ch  o w n e r 
co m p ly  w ith  ru le s  a n d  re g u la t io n s  a p p lic a b le  to  in g re ss  and  egress to  
o r  fro m  th e  N a t io n a l F o re s t S ys tem .

(b) N o tw ith s ta n d in g  a n y  o tn e r  p ro v is io n  o f  la w , a nd  su b je c t to  s u ch  
te rm s  and c o n d it io n s  as tn e  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  In te r io r  m a y  p re sc rib e , 
th e  S ec re ta ry  s h a ll p ro v id e  s u c h  access to  n o n fe d e ra lly  ow ned  la n d  
su rrounded  b y  p u b lic  la n d s  m anaged  b y  th e  S e c re ta ry  u n d e r  th e  
F ede ra l L and  P o lic y  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t A c t  o f  1976 (43 U .S .C . 1701-82) 
as th e  S ec re ta ry  deem s a d e q u a te  to  secu re  to  th e  o w n e r th e  rea son ­
a b le  use and  e n jo y m e n t th e re o f :  P ro v id e d , T h a t  such  o w n e r c o m p ly  
w i th  ru le s  and  re g u la t io n s  a p p lic a b le  to  access across p u b lic  la nds .

16 USC 3211.

16 USC 3212.

16 USC 3213.

Publication in 
Federal 
Register; 
notification of 
Congress.

YUKON FLATS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE AGRICULTURAL USE

Sec . 1324. N o th in g  in  th is  A c t  o r  o th e r  e x is t in g  la w  s h a ll be 
cons trued  as n e c e ssa r ily  p r o h ib i t in g  o r  m a n d a t in g  tn e  d e ve lo p m e n t 
o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l p o te n t ia l w i t h in  th e  Y u k o n  F la ts  N a t io n a l W i ld l i f e  
Refuge p u rs u a n t to  e x is t in g  la w . T h e  p e rm is s ib i l i ty  o f  su ch  deve lop ­
m e n t s n a il be d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  S e c re ta ry  on  a case-by-case bas is 
u n d e r  e x is tin g  la w . A n y  s u c h  d e v e lo p m e n t p e rm it te d  w i t h in  th e  
Y u k o n  F la ts  N a t io n a l W i ld l i f e  R e fuge  s h a l l  b e  des igned  a n d  con ­
duc ted  in  such a  m a n n e r  as to  m in im iz e  to  th e  m a x im u m  e x te n t 
poss ib le  a n y  ad ve rse  e ffe c ts  o f  th e  n a tu r a l va lu e s  o f  th e  u n i t

TERROR LAKE HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT IN KODIAK. NATIONAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE

S ec. 1325. N o th in g  in  t h is  A c t  o r  th e  N a t io n a l W ild l i fe  Re fuge  
S ys tem  A d m in is t r a t io n  A c t  o f  1966 (16 U .S .C . 668dd) s h a ll be con ­
s tru e d  as n e ce ssa r ily  p r o h ib i t in g  o r  m a n d a t in g  th e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f 
th e  T e r ro r  L a k e  H y d ro e le c t r ic  P ro je c t w i t h in  th e  K o d ia k  N a t io n a l 
W ild l i fe  Refuge. T h e  p e rm is s ib i l i t y  o f  su ch  d e ve lo pm en t s h a ll  be 
d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  S e c re ta ry  o n  a  case-by-case bas is  u n d e r e x is t in g  
law .

FUTURE EXECUTIVE ACTIONS

S ec . 1326. (a) N o  fu tu r e  e x e c u t iv e  b ra n c h  a c t io n  w h ic h  w ith d ra w s  
m o re  th a n  f iv e  th o u s a n d  a c re s , in  th e  agg rega te , o f  p u b lic  lands 
w i th in  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  s h a l l  be e ffe c t iv e  e xcep t b y  com p lia n ce  
w i th  th is  sub sec tio n . T o  th e  e x te n t  a u th o r iz e d  b y  e x is t in g  la w , th e  
P re s id e n t o r  th e  S e c re ta ry  m a y  w i th d ra w  p u b lic  la n d s  in  th e  S ta te  o f 
A la s k a  exceed ing  f iv e  th o u s a n d  acres in  th e  agg rega te , w h ic h  w i th ­
d ra w a l s h a ll n o t  becom e e f fe c t iv e  u n t i l  n o t ic e  is  p ro v id e d  in  th e  
F ede ra l R e g is te r a n d  to  b o th  H ouses o f  C ong ress . S uch  w ith d ra w a l 
s h a ll te rm in a te  u n le s s  C ong re ss  passes a  j o i n t  re s o lu t io n  o f  a p p ro va l 
w i th in  one y e a r  a f te r  th e  n o t ic e  o f  su ch  w ith d ra w a l has  been 
s u b m itte d  to  C ong ress .

(b) N o  fu r th e r  s tu d ie s  o f  F e d e ra l la n d s  in  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  fo r  th e  
s in g le  purpose  o f  c o n s id e r in g  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  a  con se rva tio n  
sys tem  u n it ,  n a t io n a l re c re a t io n  a rea , n a t io n a l co n se rv a tio n  a rea , o r 
fo r  re la te d  o r  s im i la r  p u rp o se s  s h a ll  be con d u c te d  un le ss  a u th o riz e d  
b y  th is  A c t o r  f u r t h e r  A c t  o f  C ong ress .

P U B LIC

Sec. 1327. N o th in g  in  
a d d it io n a l re q u ire m e n t 
o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  tra n sp  
and  a pp ro ved  b y  th e  Cc 
T ra n s p o r ta t io n  A c t o f  1 
im p o s in g  a n y  l im ita t io r  
c e rn in g  such  system .

PUBLl
Sec. 1328. (a X l)  Subji 

m ade p u rs u a n t to  th e  A 
(44 S ta t. 1364), M a y  14, 
S ta t. 1097), w h ic h  were 
w i th in  th e  t im e  providec 
in  A la s k a  th a t  was a v t 
s ta tu te s  w hen  such e n tr  
h u n d re d  and  e ig h t ie th  < 
excep t w h e re  p ro v ided  
subsec tion , o r  w he re  t) 
ad ju s ted  p u rs u a n t to  su 
a p p ro va l p u rs u a n t to  the 
th e  t im e  th e  a d ju s tm e n t 

(2) W he re  an  a p p lic a ti 
u n i t  o f  th e  N a t io n a l P a r 
Re fuge  S ys tem , <.r a un  
Sys tem  in  th e  Tongass 
be fo re  th e  e ffe c tiv e  da te  
la n d  was n o t w ith d ra w r 
N a t iv e  C la im s  Se ttlem e 
la n d  w h ic h  has been pa 
w h ic h  on  o r  before th  
te n ta t iv e ly  app roved , pa 
A la s k a  p u rs u a n t to  app l 
to  sec tion  l l ( a X lX A )  o f 
f ro m  those  la n d s  m ade 
th e  A c t b y  a n y  N a t iv e  V i 
l l l b )  o f  such  A c t ,  pa rag r 
o f  th is  se c tio n  s h a ll n o t 
ca ted  p u rs u a n t to  th e  re i 
1328(aX l) he reo f, th e  A 
o th e r  a p p lic a b le  law .

(3) P a ra g ra p h  (1) o f  L 
a p p ly  and  th e  a p p lic a t 
re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  A c t 
on  o r  be fo re  th e  one 
e ffe c tiv e  d a te  o f  th e  A c t-

(A ) a N a t iv e  C o rtx  
th e  I n te r io r  I th e  Se 
e n t it le d  to  th e  la n d  c 
w ith d ra w n  fo r  selei 
A la s k a  N a t iv e  C la in

(B ) th e  S ta te  o f  . 
s ta t in g  th a t  th e  la nd  
access to  la n d s  ownec 
a p o l i t ic a l su b d iv is io  
th e re o n , o r  to  a pu
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Babbitt rescinds directive on Alaska land

By Don Hunte r 
Anchorage Dai ly News
(Published January 19, 2001)

I n  one of his last official acts before the Cl i n ton adm in is t ra t ion fades into 
history, In ter ior Secretary Bruce Babbitt on Thursday resc inded a 
19-year-old d irect ive that prevented the Bureau o f  Land Managemen t  
from consider ing any of the  agency's 80 mi l l ion acres in Alaska for 
des ignat ion as wi lderness.

Babbi tt ’s maneuve r  apparent ly has l i tt le immed ia te  effect. I t .wou ld  only 
a l low BLM to rev iew and cons ider recommend ing  tha t  some of its Alaska 
hold ings be inc luded the Nat ional Wi lderness Preservat ion System . On ly 
Congress can add land to the w i lderness system.

St i l l , the rescission of  a ban imposed by President Reagan's Inter ior 
Secretary James Watt In 1981 was we lcomed by env i ronmenta l i s ts  and 
der ided by Alaska Sen. Frank Murkowski.

"It's not surprising that on his way  out the door, w i thou t  publ ic  c ommen t  
or state consultat ion, that Secretary Babbitt wou ld  a t tempt to overturn 
wha t  had been settled depa r tmen t  pol icy for near ly  two decades," 
Murkowski sa id. He added that he  hopes President-elect George W.
Bush's admin is trat ion wi l l seek pub l ic  c om men t  on Babbitt's dec is ion.

However , Deborah W i l l iams of the Alaska Conservat ion Foundat ion said 
Babbitt's dec is ion actual ly encourages more pub l ic  d iscuss ion of whether 
some BLM land is best reserved as wilderness.

"BLM manages  certain lands In Alaska that have  p rem ie r  w i lderness 
values," Wi l l i ams said. "Alaskans and al l Amer icans shou ld be able to
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