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B I L L :  S C R  1 S H O R T  T IT L E :  A V A L A N C H E  A W A R E N E S S  M O N T H

B E L L  V E R S IO N :  C S S C R  l( R L S )
S P O N S O R (S ) :  G R E E N

C U R R E N T  S T A T U S : (H ) R E S  S T A T U S  D A T E :  01/26/01 
H E A R IN G :  (H ) R E S  F e b  07  1:00 P M  C A P I T O L  124

T IT L E :  R e la ting  to A v a la n ch e  A w areness M on th .

| F u ll T e x t | F is c a l N o te s

C o m m it te e  A c t io n  w ith  B ill H is to ry

J m - D a t e  J m - P a g e A c u o n

01/16/01 0086 (S ) R E A D  T H E  F IR S T  T I M E  - R E F E R R A L S

01/16/01 0086 (S ) R E S

01/23/01 0145 (S ) R E S  R P T  5 D P

01/23/01 0145 (S ) D P : T O R G E R S O N ,  T A Y L O R .  P E A R C ^ , L I N C O L N ,

01/23/01 0145 (S ) E L T O N

01/23/01 0145 (S ) F N 1 : Z E R O ( S .R E S )

01/24/01 0170 (S ) R L S  T O  C A L E N D A R  W /C S  1/25 S A M E  T I T L E

01/25/01 0170 (S ) FN 1 : Z E R O ( S .R E S )

01/25/01 0175 (S ) R E A D  T H E  S E C O N D  T I M E

01/25/01 0175 (S ) R L S  C S  A D O P T E D  U N A N  C O N S E N T

01/25/01 0175 (S ) P A S S E D  Y 2 0  N -  C S S C R  l( R L S )

01/25/01 0177 (S ) T R A N S M I T T E D  T O  (H )

01/26/01 0166 (H ) R E A D  T H E  F IR S T  T I M E  - R E F E R R A L S

01/26/01 0166 (H ) R E S

01/26/01 0166 (H ) R E F E R R E D  T O  R E S O U R C E S

S im ila r  Subject M a tch  o r  E x a c t Sub jec t M atch

D IS A S T E R
P R O C L A M A T I O N S

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y

B i l l  R o o t :   j  D is p la y  B ill R o o t

B A S I S  H A S  B E E N  R E - P R O G R A M M E D  T H I S  Y E A R  

T O  R E P O R T  P R O B L E M S  W I T H  B A S I S  I N Q U I R Y

R e t u r n  to  B a s i s  M a in  M e n u  ( 2 2  L e g is la t u r e ')  

R e t u r n  to  L e g i s la t u r e  H o m e  P a g e

lofl 2/2/01 3:11 PM
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U te rm o h le

1/31/01

H O U S E  C S  F O R  C S  F O R  S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  l ( R E S )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T W E N T Y - S E C O N D  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

B Y  T H E  H O U S E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

O ffe red :
R e fe rred :

Sponsor(s): S E N A T O R  G R E E N

A  R E S O L U T I O N  

R e l a t i n g  t o  A v a l a n c h e  A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h .

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  A la s k a n s  l i v e ,  w o r k ,  a n d  p la y  in  a n d  o n  th e  e d g e  o f  t h e  w i ld e r n e s s ;  a n d  

W H E R E A S  th e  a b u n d a n c e  a n d  v a r i e t y  o f  th e  s ta te 's  w in t e r  r e c r e a t io n a l  o p p o r t u n i t ie s  

a re  u n m a t c h e d  in  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  m a n y  o f  th e  s ta te 's  p o p u la r  w in t e r  r e c r e a t io n  a r e a s  a re  s u b j e c t  to  

a v a la n c h e  d a n g e r ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  s o m e  A la s k a n s  a re  n o t  p r o p e r l y  e d u c a t e d  o r  e q u ip p e d  to  r e c o g n iz e  a n d  

r e s p o n d  t o  a v a la n c h e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  a  n u m b e r  o f  A la s k a n s  a re  k i l l e d  e a c h  y e a r  b y  a v a la n c h e s ;  a n d  

W H E R E A S  e d u c a t io n  o n  t h e  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  a v a la n c h e  r i s k s ,  r e s p o n s e  to  a v a la n c h e s ,  

a n d  th e  u s e  o f  a p p r o p r ia t e  e q u ip m e n t  c o u ld  r e d u c e  a v a la n c h e - r e la t e d  f a t a l i t ie s ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  th a t  th e  A l a s k a  S ta t e  L e g i s la t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  th e  

g o v e r n o r  t o  p r o c la im  th e  m o n th  o f  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 1  a s  A v a la n c h e  A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h ;  a n d  b e  it  

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  th a t  th e  A l a s k a  S ta t e  L e g i s la t u r e  u r g e s  s c h o o ls ,  c o m m u n i t y  

g r o u p s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  a n d  p r iv a t e  a g e n c ie s  a n d  in d iv id u a l s  t o  o b s e r v e  A v a la n c h e

-1- HCS CSSCR l(RES)
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A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h  w i t h  a p p r o p r ia t e  a c t iv i t ie s  th a t  in c r e a s e  th e  p u b l i c ' s  a w a r e n e s s  o f  a v a la n c h e  

d a n g e r s ,  h o w  to  r e s p o n d  to  a v a la n c h e s ,  a n d  th e  u s e  o f  a p p r o p r ia t e  e q u ip m e n t  in  a v a la n c h e  

a re a s .

C O P I E S  o f  t h is  r e s o lu t io n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  to  th e  H o n o r a b le  T o n y  K n o w le s ,  G o v e r n o r ;  to  

A e d e n e  A r t h u r ,  B a c k c o u n t r y  A v a la n c h e  A w a r e n e s s  a n d  R e s p o n s e  T e a m ;  t o  D o u g  F e s le r  a n d  

J i l l  F r e d s t o n ,  c o - d i r e c t o r s ,  T h e  A la s k a  M o u n t a in  S a f e t y  C e n t e r ,  I n c . ;  t o  B i l l  G lu d e ,  S o u th e a s t  

A la s k a  A v a l a n c h e  C e n te r ;  to  C o lo n e l  R a n d y  C r a w f o r d ,  D i r e c t o r ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  A l a s k a  S ta t e  

T r o o p e r s ,  A l a s k a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ;  to  th e  m a y o r s ,  c h ie f s  o f  p o l i c e ,  a n d  f i r e  c h ie f s  

o f  th e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h ,  H a in e s  B o r o u g h ,  C i t y  a n d  

B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u ,  K e t c h ik a n  G a t e w a y  B o r o u g h ,  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h ,  C i t y  a n d  

B o r o u g h  o f  S i t k a ,  C i t y  o f  C o r d o v a ,  C i t y  o f  F a i r b a n k s ,  C i t y  o f  H a in e s ,  C i t y  o f  P a lm e r ,  C i t y  o f  

P e te r s b u r g ,  C i t y  o f  S e w a r d ,  C i t y  o f  S k a g w a y ,  C i t y  o f  V a l d e z ,  a n d  C i t y  o f  W a s i l l a ;  t o  th e  

o p e r a to r s  o f  t h e  s k i  a r e a s  a t  E a g le c r e s t ,  A l y e s k a ,  A lp e n g lo w ,  H i l l t o p ,  C l e a r y  S u m m it ,  a n d  

C o r d o v a  S k i  H i l l ;  a n d  to  le g is la t iv e  c o m m u n ic a t i o n  o f f i c e s  f o r  s t a t e w id e  d is t r ib u t io n .

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  2 2 - L S 0 3 3 5 U
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/A A SK A  STATE LEGISLATURE

I n t e r i m :
600 East Railroad Avenus 
Wasilla, Alaska 99654 
(907) 376-3370 
(907) 376-3157 Fax

S e s s i o n :  
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
(90?) 465-66fv' 

(907) 465-3805 Fa

SENATOR LYDA GREEN
S E N A T E  D I S T R I C T  N

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

S C R 1

A la s k a  is  a v a la n c h e  c o u n t r y .  E a c h  y e a r  A la s k a n s  lo s e  t h e ir  l i v e s  as a  r e s u l t  o f  

a v a la n c h e s .  O n e  o f  th e  w o r s t  y e a r s  w a s  1 9 9 9 , w h e n  1 4  p e o p le  w e r e  k i l l e d  b y  a v a la n c h e s  

in  A la s k a .  W h i l e  o f t e n  l i t t le  o r  n o t h in g  c a n  b e  d o n e  to  p r e v e n t  th e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  a n  

a v a la n c h e ,  m u c h  c a n  b e  d o n e  to  p r e v e n t  th e  lo s s  o f  l i f e  f r o m  a v a la n c h e s .

S e n a te  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o lu t io n  1 w o u ld  p r o c la im  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 1  as “ A v a la n c h e  

A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h . ”  T h i s  p r o c la m a t io n  w i l l  r a is e  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  o f  th e  h a z a rd s  

a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  a v a la n c h e s ,  a n d  th e  o p p o r t u n i t ie s  to  p a r t ic ip a t e  in  a v a la n c h e  s a f e t y  

t r a in in g  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  w in t e r  r e c r e a t io n  s e a s o n .  I t  is  h o p e d  th a t  p u b l ic  

p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  a v a la n c h e  s a f e t y  p r o g r a m s  w i l l  b e  in c r e a s e d  a n d  th a t  t h is  in c r e a s e d  

p a r t ic ip a t io n  w i l l  r e s u l t  in  s a v e d  l i v e s  d u r in g  th e  w in t e r .

T h e  n e e d  f o r  th is  r e s o lu t io n  w a s  b r o u g h t  to  o u r  a t t e n t io n  b y  th e  B a c k c o u n t r y  A v a la n c h e  

A w a r e n e s s  R e s p o n s e  T e a m  ( B A A R T ) .

< , T A T g ' l ' f i g A Jl

p o N s c R  _



r . R E C E I V E D  

'JAN 1 5 2001D a t e :  J a n i z a r y  1 1 ,  2 0 0 1
T o :  S e n a t o r  L y d a  G r e e n

F r o m :  M a t  S u  S e a r c h  a n d  R e s c u e  C o u n c i l

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  m a n y  A l a s k a n s  w h o s e  l iv e s  h a v e  b e e n  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  

p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 0  b e in g  

n a m e d  a s  A l a s k a  A v a l a n c h e  A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h ,  w e  w o u l d  l ik e  to  t h a n k  

y o u  f o r  y o u r  s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  t h i s  i t e m  in  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  A l t h o u g h  o n e  

c a n n o t  e n u m e r a t e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  i n j u r i e s  a n d  d e a t h s  t h a t  w e r e  

p r e v e n t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i th  th e  

e f f o r t s  p u t  f o r t h  d u r i n g  t h i s  m o n th ,  w e  k n o w  t h a t  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  

a w a r e n e s s  a n d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  is  m u c h  g r e a t e r  t h a n  i t  
w a s  b e f o r e .  W h i l e  t h e  d e a t h  to l l  f r o m  A l a s k a n  a v a l a n c h e s  in  1 9 9 9  

n u m b e r e d  f o u r t e e n ,  f iv e  l iv e s  w e r e  l o s t  in  2 0 0 0  ( o n e  b e in g  a  C o r d o v a  

r e s i d e n t  w h o  w a s  s i t t i n g  i n  h e r  l iv in g  r o o m ,  o n e  b e in g  a n  A l a s k a  S t a t e  

E m p lo y e e  w h o  w a s  w o r k i n g  o n  c l e a r i n g  a v a l a n c h e  d e b r i s  f r o m  th e  

S e w a r d  H ig h w a y ) .

O n e  o f  t h e  g o a ls  o f  a w a r e n e s s  e f f o r t s  is  to  e d u c a t e  p e o p le  a b o u t  th e  l if e -  

s a v in g  n e c e s s i ty  o f  b a s i c  a v a l a n c h e  g e a r  ( b e a c o n ,  p r o b e ,  a n d  s h o v e l) .  

F r o m  f e e d b a c k  o f  c o m p a n i e s  t h a t  s e l l  t h i s  g c « / ,  a s  w e l l  a s  d i s c u s s io n s  

w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  w e  k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  m o r e  

b a c k c o u n t r y  t r a v e l e r s  c a r r y i n g  t h i s  g e a r  t h a n  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  in  t h e  p a s t .  

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  D a i ly  N e w s  o n  J a n u a r y  3 , 

2 0 0 1 ,  b e a c o n s  a n d  s h o v e ls  w e r e  p a r t  o f  a  r e s c u e  w h e n  a  s k i e r  w a s  b u r i e d  

in  a n  a v a l a n c h e  a t  T u r n a g a i n  P a s s  in  t h e  s a m e  a r e a  w h e r e  s ix  l iv e s  w e r e  

lo s t  o n  M a r c h  1 5 ,1 9 9 9 .  ( P l e a s e  s e e  a t t a c h e d  c o p y  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e )  F o r  

t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  h a v e  l o s t  l o v e d  o n e s  in  a v a l a n c h e s  w h o  w e r e  n o t  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  r e c o v e r e d  w h i l e  s t i l l  l iv in g ,  t h e r e  is  s o m e  c o m f o r t  in  

k n o w in g  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  ( w h ic h  i n c l u d e s  s e a r c h  a n d  r e s c u e  t e c h n iq u e s ) ,  

a w a r e n e s s ,  a n d  c a r r y i n g  b a s i c  a v a l a n c h e  r e s c u e  g e a r  is  m a k i n g  a  

d i f f e r e n c e  in  o t h e r  p e o p l e ’s  l iv e s .

W h i l e  t h e  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 0  A v a l a n c h e  A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l  

in  m a n y  w a y s ,  w e  f e e l  w e  h a v e  j u s t  b e g u n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i c  

a w a r e n e s s  c a m p a i g n  to  h e l p  p r e v e n t  i n j u r i e s  a n d  s a v e  A l a s k a n  l iv e s .

T h u s  w e  w o u ld  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  in  a s k i n g  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  to  

d e c l a r e  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 1  a s  A l a s k a  A v a l a n c h e  A w a r e n e s s  M o n th .

T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  M a t  S u  S e a r c h  a n d  R e s c u e  C o u n c i l

Cb-d-£/yi-z. ‘
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Anchorage Daily News - Rescuers dig out 2nd body http://adn.eom/nation/sloiy/0,2360,236582,OO.hlml

W e A la skans  
W in te r  G u ide  
8 M agaz ine

T oda y ’s ads 
ca rs .com  

A laska  Jobs

A p a rtm e n ts .c o m  
R e lo ca tio n  g u id e  
T oda y ’s l is t in g s

O n lin e  C oupons Id ita ro d
Shop O n lin e ! W ild  C ity
A la ska  s to re s  Y ea r in  P ic tu re s

N ew s 
2 4 -H ou r New s
Go to.... p |

A la s k a  , ; V f
M o n e y  y . C v
E le c t io n
S p o r t ?
O u td o o r s
L i f e •*; o’, • •*
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
O b i t u a r i e s•\. V.jV -;;v  /•..
P e r f e c t  W o r l d ’
V id e o  d i p s
M ik e  D o o g a h * -
O p in io n
L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  
E d i t o r  _
V o i c e  o f  t h e  
T in g e s .  * 4

F o r u m s
*v7\” * V* ' •

C o r r e c t io n s
W e a t h e r■ *
H o m e . ;
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Rescuers dig out 2nd body
E U R E K A : E x p e r t  a m a z e d  a n y o n e  s u r v i v e d  h u g e  s l i d e
By Lisa Demer 
Anchorage Dai ly News
(Published February 5, 2001)

The ava lanche that ki l led two snowmach ine rs  Sa turday south of Eureka 
Lodge was a mass ive s l ide that measured more than half a m i le  across 
where it broke away from the s lope, two ava lanche  experts said Sunday .

Alaska State Troopers on Sunday ident if ied the men  ki l led as Scott 
Boland, 31, and Danny T. Hunka, 32, both of Anchorage . S e a r c h e s  
found Boland's body about 11:30 a .m .  Sunday bur ied under 10 feet of 
snow, not far from where his snowmach in e  was dug out the day before. 
Hunka's body was found Saturday afternoon.

The two were riding in a group of seven snowmob i l e rs . Another in the 
group, Richard Hanson, 28, ended up underneath  his snowmach ine  but 
wasn't buried.

"It was a real ly big ava lanche," said Doug Fesler, an ava lanche  expert 
who was at the scene Sunday . He est imated that the base measured 
three city blocks by three city blocks. Blocks of snow debr is were 25 to 
40 feet h igh. "It was real ly quite amaz ing  that any of those guys 
survived."

The ava lanche occurred near the east fork of the Matanuska River, about 
80 mi les east of Palmer.

Around noon Saturday, the riders headed up the s lope s ingle fi le. The 
snow near the top riders broke away unde r  the we igh t  of the ir mach ines , 
said Jill Fredston, an ava lanche safety expert who led the search for the 
miss ing snowmach ine r  on Sunday .

"They knew it was a big sl ide. They were all runn ing to try to get out of 
it," said Fredston, who runs the Alaska Mounta in Safety Center with her 
husband , Fesler.

The fracture wrapped around the moun ta in ,  and Fesler est imated it to be
3,000 feet wide. The s lab of hard-packed snow that broke away ranged
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Fesler said.

Underneath the hard pack was a shal low, weak layer of loose, granular 
snow common  in the area. The pack hadn't bonded with the loose snow 
-- a pr ime ava lanche  condit ion.

The two who died were carried more than 1,000 feet down the slope. At 
least a coup le of those who surv ived got off the ir mach ines  and ran up a 
steep s idewal l  of the gul ly, Fredston said. Blocks of snow the size of 
motorcycles, Subarus and dump  trucks tumb led by at about 50 mph ,  she 
said.

"These guys are not stupid guys. They are not fools," Fredston said.
"They weren't trying to be reckless." Sti l l the area had s igns of danger: 
some natura l ava lanches and s lopes wind-loaded w ith snow.

Condi t ions rema in  ripe for more ava lanches, espec ia l ly on the north end 
of the Chugac l i  Range , Fredston and Fesler said.

"This instabi l i ty wi l l  be with us unti l it melts in the spr ing t ime or when  it 
comes down through avalanches," Fesler said.

About 70 regular rescue volunteers, plus some of the surv iv ing 
snowmach iners , gathered at Eureka on Sunday to help, sa id Dan 
Hour ihan , a state parks ranger who coordinated the base operat ions from 
Eureka Lodge for the Alaska Mounta in Rescue Group.

Two Army National Guard hel icopters ferried vo lunteers from the lodge. 
Others traveled the 25 mi les by snowmach ine  in the zero-degree cold.

A trooper he l icopter with Fesler and another vo lun teer  aboard crashed 
around 10 a .m .  Sunday  near the search si te. No one was hurt . Fesler 
said the flat l ight at that t ime of day made it a lmost imposs ib le  to 
d ist inguish the ground from the air, and a he l icopte r f loat caught  the 
snow as it was trying to land. I t f l ipped hard onto its r ight side. Fesler 
then c l imbed the s lope to check for further a va la nche  danger .

Two search dogs, Chi l i  and Bean, pointed rescuers to the area where 
Boland's body was found, Fredston said. Vo lunteers  used 12-foot probes 
to find h im .

Reporter Lisa Demer  can be reached at ld emer@adn .com  or 257-4390.
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■ R E S C U E : Deadly area remains a
lure for outdoor recreationists. i• »

I By JON LITTLE
i  Anchoraga Dal ly N e w s  , . -  ; , «  . *

f  R escuers dug  a b u r ie d  s k ie r —  b ru ised , co ld 
b u t a live  — from  a snow  s lid e  in  T u m a g a in  Pass 
on Monday.

* A laska S ta te  T roope rs  id e n tif ie d  th e  s k ie r  as 
■Michael M cK inney , 31, o f Fa irbanks .

“ T h is  guy is  ve ry , v e ry  lu c k y  to  have w ound  
up com ing  o u t o f th is  th in g  a live ,’’ sa id  D oug  
F es le r, ava lanche  haza rd  c o n su lta n t fo r  the  
A la ska  M oun ta in  Safe ty Cen te r.

M onday ’s s lid e  was 100 to  300 ya rd s  w id e  and 
ca rr ie d  M cK in n e y  pe rhaps 1,000 fe e t dow n the  
steep slope, w he re  i t  s e ttle d  in to  a 15-foot-deep 
jdeb ris  fie ld , F e s le r said.
' T he  slide le t go abou t 3 p.m . and ran  down the 
same chute, on the  w es t side o f the Seward H ig h ­

w a y , w he re  a m ass ive  ava lanche  in  M a rc h  1999
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C o n t in u e d  f r o m  A - l
k ille d  s ix  snow m ach ine rs , Fes­
le r  said. The p lace is n icknam ed  
A a ro n ’s L a s t R un , a f te r  A a ron  
A rth u r, one o f those v ic tim s .

\  In fo rm a tio n  abou t th e  acc i­
den t w as ske tchy  T ue sd a y  be­
cause M cK in n e y  w as o u t and 
O K  by th e  tim e troope rs  a rr iv e d  
a t the  scene. N o  o ffic ia l re p o rt 
was file d . B u t i t  appea rs , from  
eyew itness accoun ts  and  the 
troope rs , th a t M cK in n e y  and a 
buddy, whose nam e co u ld  no t 
be con firm ed , had pa rked  th e ir  
snowm ach ines and op ted  to ski 
and snowboard down th e  face.

One o f the  peop le w ho  found 
M cK in n e y , s n o w in a ch in e r

C h ris  Perez o f A ncho rage , was 
a top t i ie  r id g e  a t the  tim e .

"T h e y  ju m p e d  o ve r edge to  
go and  th a t ’s w hen  the  m oun ­
ta in  b ro ke  loose. I t  took  the  s k i­
e r  w ith  it , ”  he sa id .

T he  s lide  m is sed  M c K in ­
ney 's  p a r tn e r . H e  to ld  o the rs  
th a t l ie  lo s t s ig h t o f M cK in n e y  
in  th e  w h ile -o u t b lu r  o f th e  
ava lanche , th en  boa rded  dow n 
the s lope to fin d  h is fr ie nd .

P e rez sa id  a ch ild  w ho  had 
w a tched  the  s lid e  fro m  be low  
flagged h im  down —  a long w ith  
h is  b ro th e r  T o n y  and a n o th e r 
s n ow m ach in e r w ho  had a ll r id ­
den dow n to he lp  —  and d ire c t­
ed h im  to  the  ava lanche  p ile .

M c K in n e y  and  h is  p a r tn e r  
w e re  w e a r in g  e le c tro n ic  bea­
cons. I l i s  p a r tn e r  had sw itch ed  
h is  beacon  on to  lo ca te  the  
m is s in g  s k ie r  w h e n  th e  c t i ie r s  
a rr iv e d , P e re z  sa id . T h e  snow - 
m a ch in e rs  jo in e d  in  th e  sea rch . 
T h e y  sp re ad  o u t in  a l in e  and  
soon h e a rd  M c K in n e y ’s vo ic e  
r is in g  from  th e  snow .

“ H e  w as  sa y in g  ‘H e lp  m e 
God, p lease  save m e , s om e ­
body fin d  m e ,’ P e re z  sa id . 
" J u s t  h is  m o u t i.  w as s t ic k in g  
o u t a nd  h is  one I n n d .”

T h e  s e a rch e rs  d u g  h im  o u t 
o f th e  ha rd , chu t k y  d e b r is  w ith  
th e ir  a va la n che  shove ls .

“ He w as p re t ty  b ru is e d  up,

l i is  r ib s  w e re  b ru is e d  and  
sc raped  ar.d h is  face was c u t 
up. H e was p re tty  sca red , shak ­
en ," P e rez  sa id . M cK in n e y  was 
a lso co ld  and m ild ly  h y p o th e r­
m ic , so they g o t h im  in to  som e 
w a rm  c lo thes th a t he ’d  b ro u g h t 
a long  in  h is  backpack. • ... ,*
. T he  noto. ous s lid e  chu te , a 

s leep  tu n d ra  s lope , s ta r ts  a t 
2,700 fe e t and descends to  th e  
1,000-foot va lle y . I t  lia s  a te l l ­
ta le  convex b u lb  a t its  top, and  
ava lanches such  as M o n d a y ’s 
fre q u e n tly  beg in  ju s t  be low  
th a t po in t, F e s le r sa id .

As dange rous a spo t as i t  is, 
the  r id g e  is an a t tra c t iv e  pe rch  
fo r  snow m ach in e rs  and  sk ie rs .

A  sno w m ach in e  t r a i l  leads up 
to  th e  top ; from  th e re , s k ie rs  
can p lu . ig e  in to  the bow l.
. “ I t ’s abou t the m os t d an ge r­

ous t l i in g y o u  can do un less you  
kn o w  the s ta b il ity  o f th e  snow ," 
F e s le r sa id . " I f  yo u  don ’t, i t ’s 
p u re ly  Russ ian  ro u le tte ."

F e s le r  and  tro o p e rs  sa id  
th a t sn o w m ach in e rs , snow - 
b o a rd e rs  and  s k ie rs  m ay  n o t 
re cogn ize  th e  a va la n che  be ­
cause  o f th e  a b n o rm a lly  lo w  
snow  leve ls  a t low e r e leva tions .

" T l ia t ’s a huge  p ro b lem  
r ig h t now , because  th e re  is  a 
lo t o f snow  up  above COO fe e t,”  
sa id  T ro o p e r Sgt. L ee  O iy  in  
G irdw ood .

* r •’ • • . •** \%

S L I D E :  Fairbanks man survives deadly ride in Turnagain Pass



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Represen ta tive  Beve rly  M asek 
C o -C h a ir  

State C ap ito l 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182  

(907) 465-3715 
Fax: 465-4822  

1-800-505-2678

H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

January 12, 2001

To: Suzi Lowell, Chief Clerk
Members House Resources Committee

From: Rep. Drew Scalzi, Co-Chair
Rep. Beverly Masek, Co-Chair

Please notice the following meeting:

W e d n e s d a y ,  F e b r u a r u r y  F e b r u a r y  7 t h  -  1  t o  3  
R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  R o o m  1 2 4

T o n i c  
B i l l  H e a r i n g s :

S C R - 1 ,  A v a l a n c h e  A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h ,  S e n a t o r  G r e e n  
K .1 R - 7 ,  U r g i n g  U .S .  C o n g r e s s  t o  o p e n  A N W R ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a s e k

Please call our office if we may be of any assistance before the meeting.

Thank you.

Represen ta tive  D rew  Scalzi
C o -C h a ir  

State C ap ito l 

Juneau, A K  99801-1182 
(907) 465-6890  

Fax: 465-4822 
1-800-665-2689
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S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  A v a l a n c h e  C e n t e r

e-mail: seakaval@aiaska.net web: www.avalanche.org an educational nonprofit corporation

January 30, 2001 

To w h o m  it m a y  concern,

With the introduction of SCR, the legislature is showing its commendable support of the effort to 
bring avalanche safety awareness to Alaskans w h o  live, work, and recreate in areas where 
avalanche danger is high. Avalanches affect m a n y  Alaskans, including snowmachiners and other 
backcountry recreationist, subsistence hunters, highway workers and travelers, and some 
communities where houses and workplaces are exposed to avalanches. This resolution proclaims 
November 2001 to be Avalanche Awareness Month and urges schools, community groups, and 
other public and private agencies and individuals to observe Avalanche Awareness Month. W e  
appreciate this effort and applaud you for taking this important step.

However, in the last paragraph, which states that copies of the resolution shall be sent to several 
avalanche groups, w e  feel that Alaskans would be better served by a slightly more inclusive list. 
There are m a n y  areas of state where avalanche danger is high, but it is impractical to include 
every community in the state. The key communities and recreation areas, though, where 
avalanches are or have been an issue of pardcular concern, should be listed. It is e'jr 
recommendation that copies of the resolution also be sent to the mayors/police/ Are chiefs of these 
areas (who are responsible for rescues) in the hopes they will disseminate this resolution.

Please consider adding these names to the last paragraph of SCR 1: Anchorage, Fairbanks, Mat-Su, 
Valdez, Cordova, Juneau, Ketchikan, Seward, Wasilla, Palmer, Haines, Skagway, Petersburg, and 
Sitka; also to the ski areas statewide: Eaglecrest, Alyeska, Alpengiow, Hilltop, Cleary Summit, n
Cordova Sid Hill; and to the media. ̂ j t v / T U / , d t  -

1 sincerely appreciate your attention in this matter and hope these names can be added without too 
m u c h  trouble. Please do not hesitate to contact m e  if you have any questions or concerns.

PO Box 22316, Juneau, Alaska 99802 (907)586-5606h &  o / -5699 fax & o

SAAC Director 
907-586-5606/-5699

'P & is h  ' t / I - f a  • O t± < L

mailto:seakaval@aiaska.net
http://www.avalanche.org


Bill Text for SCR 1 - 22nd Legislature http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/...ll_text.asp?hsid=SCR001B&session=22

B i l l  T e x t

B I L L  ID :  S C R  1

00 CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO . l ( R L S )
01 R e l a t i n g  t o  A v a la n c h e  A w a re n e s s  M o n th .
02 BE I T  RESOLVED BY THE LEG ISLATU R E  OF THE STATE OF A LAS KA :
03 WHEREAS A la s k a n s  l i v e ,  w o r k ,  a n d  p l a y  i n  a n d  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ;  a
04 WHEREAS t h e  a b u n d a n c e  a n d  v a r i e t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  w i n t e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u r .
05 a r e  u n m a tc h e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  a n d
06 WHEREAS m any  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p o p u l a r  w i n t e r  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o
07 a v a la n c h e  d a n g e r ;  a n d
08 WHEREAS som e A la s k a n s  a r e  n o t  p r o p e r l y  e d u c a t e d  o r  e q u ip p e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a n d
09 r e s p o n d  t o  a v a la n c h e s ;  a n d
10 WHEREAS a  n u m b e r  o f  A la s k a n s  a r e  k i l l e d  e a c h  y e a r  b y  a v a la n c h e s ;  a n d
11 WHEREAS e d u c a t io n  o n  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a v a la n c h e  r i s k s ,  r e s p o n s e  t o  a v a la n c h
12  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  e q u ip m e n t  c o u ld  r e d u c e  a v a l a n c h e - r e l a t e d  f a t a l i t i e s ;
13 BE I T  RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  t h e
14 g o v e r n o r  t o  p r o c l a im  t h e  m o n th  o f  N o v e m b e r 2 0 0 1  a s  A v a la n c h e  A w a re n e s s  M o n t . . ;  a n d  1
15 FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  s c h o o l s ,  c o m m u n ity
16 g r o u p s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  a g e n c ie s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  o b s e r v e  A v a la n c h e
01 A w a re n e s s  M o n th  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  a w a re n e s s  o f
02 d a n g e r s ,  h ow  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  a v a la n c h e s ,  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  e q u ip m e n t  i n  a v a l
03 a r e a s .
04  C O P IES  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b le  T o n y  K n o w le s ,  G o v e r r
05 A e d e n e  A r t h u r ,  B a c k c o u n t r y  A v a la n c h e  A w a re n e s s  a n d  R e s p o n s e  T e am ; t o  D oug  F e s l e r  a t
06 J i l l  F r e d s t o n ,  c o - d i r e c t o r s ,  T h e  A la s k a  M o u n ta in  S a f e t y  C e n t e r ,  I n c . ;  t o  B i l l  G lu d e
07 A la s k a  A v a la n c h e  C e n t e r ;  a n d  t o  C o lo n e l  R a n d y  C r a w f o r d ,  D i r e c t o r ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  A la s l<
08 T r o o p e r s ,  A la s k a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .

H
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J o e ,

N o t  to  b e  a  j e r k ,  b u t . . . t h e  r e s o lu t io n  r e q u e s t s  th e  G o v  to  p r o c l a im  N o v e m b e r  

2 0 0 1  a s  “ A v a la n c h e  A w a r e n e s s  M o n th .”  H e  p r o c la im e d  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 0  

“ A v a l a n c h e  A w a r e n e s s  M o n th ”  ( s e e  a t t a c h e d ) . . .a  q u e s t io n  m ig h t  b e ,  “ d id  

w e  a s k  h im  to  d o  th is  l a s t  y e a r ,  o r  d id  h e  j u s t  d o  i t ? ”  A n d ,  “ i f  w e  d i d n ’t  p a s s  

th is  r e s o lu t io n ,  w o u ld  h e  d o  i t  a n y w a y ? ”

J L
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P r o c l a m a t i o n  

b y  

T o n y  K n o w l e s ,  G o v e r n o r

In 1 9 9 9 ,1 4  liv e s  w e re  lo s t in a v a la n c h e s  in A la s k a  a n d  2  m o re  b y  e a r ly  
F e b ru a ry  2 00 0 .

E d u c a to r s ,  re c re a t io n  g ro u p s , a n d  c o n c e rn e d  c it iz e n s  a re  w o rk in g  to w a rd s  
e d u c a t in g  A la s k a n s  o f a ll a g e s  o n  a v a la n c h e  a w a re n e s s , s a fe ty  m e a s u re s ,  
p ro p e r  e q u ip m e n t a n d  h o w  to  u s e  it, a n d  h o w  to  in it ia te  im m e d ia te  e m e rg e n c y  
r e s p o n s e  in a v a la n c h e  s itu a t io n s .

In o rd e r  to p re v e n t  a c c id e n ts ,  p e o p le  m u st b e  ta u gh t h ow  to  r e c o g n iz e  
p o te n t ia l h a z a rd s  a n d  h o w  to  m a k e  h a z a rd  e v a lu a t io n  a n d  rou te  s e le c t io n  
d e c is io n s  b a s e d  u p o n  d a ta . T h is  h a s  b e e n  th e  e m p h a s is  o f th e  A la s k a  
A v a la n c h e  S c h o o l,  w h ic h  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  17  y e a rs , h a s  c o n d u c te d  o v e r  3 5 0  
in te n s iv e  a v a la n c h e  h a z a rd  e v a lu a t io n  a n d  re s c u e  te c h n iq u e  w o rk sh o p s , 
in v e s t ig a te d  h u n d re d s  o f a v a la n c h e  a c c id e n ts ,  a n d  b e e n  in v o lv e d  in 

re c o v e r in g  th e  b o d ie s  o f m o re  th an  2 0  v ic t im s .

N o v e m b e r  is  a n  o p t im u m  t im e  to e m p h a s iz e  a w a re n e s s  a n d  sa fe ty , a s  th is  is  
w h e n  A la s k a n s ' th o u g h ts  tu rn  to  w in te r a c t iv it ie s .

N O W , T H E R E F O R E ,  I, T o n y  K n o w le s , G o v e rn o r  o f th e  S ta te  o f A la s k a ,  d o  

h e re b y  p ro c la im  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 0  as:

Avalanche Awareness Month

in  A la s k a ,  a n d  e n c o u ra g e  a ll c it iz e n s  w h o  t ra v e l in th e  b a c k c o u n try  to  e d u c a te  
t h e m s e lv e s  o n  a v a la n c h e  c o n d it io n s  a n d  d a n g e rs . W ith  s u c h  a  p o ten t ia l fo r  
s ig n if ic a n t  in ju ry  a n d  d e a th  s h o u ld  a n y o n e  b e  c a u g h t in an  a v a la n c h e ,  p ro p e r  
re c o g n it io n  a n d  r e s c u e  s k il ls  m u s t b e  a  pa rt o f th e  o v e ra ll k n o w le d g e  b a s e  w e  
m a in ta in  to  k e e p  u s  s a fe  in  a v a la n c h e  p ro n e  a re a s .

D A T E D : M a rch  2 0 , 2 0 0 0

P r o c l a m a t i o n  I n d e x
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