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FISCAL NOTE

2 0 0 2  LEGISLATIVE SESSION B ill V e rs io n : S B  328

S ) P u b lish  Date: 3/6/02

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 2

R ov is ion  D ate /T im e (Note  if c o r re c t io n ):___________________________D ept. A ffected;_______________D C E D _______

T itle  A n  A c t requ iring a non -re s id en t big gam e__________B R U :  O ccu p a t io n a l L ic e n s in g  (117)
________________ hun te r be a c co m p an ie d  by a  big gam e  guide______ C o m p o n e n t O ccu p a t io n a l L ice n s in g

S p o n so r S e n a to r  H alfo rd____________________________________  _______________________________
R e q u e s te r S e n a te  L ab o r & C o m m e rce ________________________ C o m p o n e n t No. 2360

Expenditures/Revenues______________________________(Thousands of Dollars)______________
Note: A m oun ts  do  not in c lude  in flation u n le ss  o the rw ise  noted below .

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2003 F Y  2004 F Y  2005 F Y  2006 F Y  2007 F Y  2008

P e rso n a l S e rv ic e s

T rave l

Con tra c tua l

S u pp lie s

Equ ipm en t

Lan d  & S tru c tu re s

G ran ts  & C la im s

M isce lla n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S  I

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( ) 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 |

F U N D  S O U R C E _____________________________________________________(T h o u san d s  o f D o lla rs)

1002 Fe de ra l R e ce ip ts

1003 G F  M atch

1004 G F

1005 G F /P ro g ram  R e ce ip ts  

1037 G F /M en ta l H ea lth

O the r (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t im a te  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY2002 ) c o s t :  0.0
C h o c k  th is  b o x  (X) i f  fu n d in g  fo r  t h is  b il l i s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  G o v e rn o r 's  F Y  2003  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l:  [

PO S IT IO N S

Fu ll-tim e

Part-tim e

Tem porary

A N A L Y S IS :  (Attach a separate page i f  necessary)

SB 328 clarifies the requirements of nonresident hunters and hunters who are nonresident aliens to hire a 
big game guide. New funds are not required to implement these changes.

P repa red  by: Je n n ife r  Strick lo r, A dm in is tra t ive  M anage r_______________________  P h o n e  (9 0 7 )4 6 5 -2 1 4 4

D iv is ion  O ccu p a t io n a l L icen s in g   D ate /T im e  3/4/02 3:15 P M

A pp roved  by: D ebo rah  B. Sedw ick , C o m m is s io n e r_____________________________ D ate  3/4/2002_______

A g e n cy  D epa rtm en t o f C om m un ity  & E co n o m ic  D eve lopm en t____________
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R ev is io n  D ate/T im e  (Note if correction):_________

T itle  A n  act requ iring non res iden t big

Dept. A ffected:

'B R U

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date:

S B  328

3/6/02

P u b lic  S a fe ty

F ish  & W ild life  P ro te c t io n

gam e  hun te rs to be a ccom p an ied  by a big gam e  gu ide

S p o n so r S e n a to r  Halfo rd________________________

R e q u e s te r S e n a te  Lab o r & C o m m e rce____________

C o m po n en t En fo rcem en t & Investiga tions

Expenditures/Revenues

C o m po nen t No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

490

Note: A m o un ts  do  not in c lude  inflation un le ss  o the rw ise  noted below .

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S FY  2003 F Y  2004 F Y  2005 F Y  2006 F Y  2007 F Y  2008

P e rso n a l S e rv ic e s  

T rave l 

Con tra c tua l 

S u pp lie s  

Equ ipm en t 

Land  & S tru c tu re s  

G ran ts  & C la im s  

M isc e lla n e o u s
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S 0.0

n rC H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( 0.0
F U N D  S O U R C E ________________________    (Th ou san ds o f D o lla rs)

1C02 Fe de ra l R e ce ip ts

1003 G F  M atch

1004 G F

1005 G F /P ro g ra m  R e ce ip ts  

1037 G F /M e n ta l H ea lth

O the r (Specify T ype -D o  not abbreviate)

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t im a te  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY2002) c o s t :  0.0
C h e c k  th is  b o x  (X) i f  fu n d in g  fo r  th is  b il l  is  in c lu d e d  in  the  G o v e rn o r ’ s  F Y  2003 b u d g e t  p ro p o s a l:  [ 

P O S IT IO N S  _______

Fu ll-tim e 0

Part-tim e 0

Tem porary 0

A N A L Y S IS :  (Attach a separate page if  necessary)

This bill does not conflict with the Department's programs objectives. We anticipate no impact on our 
budget.

P rep a red  by: C a p ta in  A l C a in _________________________________________________  P h o n e  269 -5589

D iv is ion  F ish  & W ild life  P ro te c tion  D ate /T im e 3 /4 /0211 :11  A M

Approved by: Commissioner Glenn G. Godfrey_______________________  Date 3/4/2002
Agency Department of Public Safety___________________________
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A la s k a  £ > t a t t  - le g is la t u r e
H A L F O R D

R I C K

president of the Senate
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182 

Phone (907) 465-4958 
Fax (907) 465-4928

Official Business

P.O. Box 670190 
Chugiak, Alaska 99567 
Phone (907) 694-4958 
Fax (907) 694-0549

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
SB 328

Senate Bill 328 makes changes to AS. 16.05 to clarify the language in order to conform 
with the original legislative intent that nonresidents m ust obtain the services o f  a 
registered guide or a m aster gu ide  to hunt big gam e in Alaska, as well as the requirements 
for guiding nonresident big gam e hunters.

Alaska law states that non-resident or non-resident alien cannot hunt brown and grizzly 
bear, mountain goat or sheep w ithout the services o f  a registered or m ater guide. An 
interpretation of the current law created  a loophole that allows non-residerit o r  non­
resident alien assistant guides, who only have to meet a minimal threshold of 
qualifications, to hunt these big gam e species w ithout the services o f  a registered or 
master guide. T his recent interpretation o f  current law allows these non-resident assistant 
guides to act as their own guides.

U nder the proposed changes to AS 16.05.407 (a) an assistant guide would  be able to 
accom pany the nonresident o r  nonresident alien only  if a reg is tered  or m aster guide 
em ploys him, and the hunter has a contract with the registered o r  m aster guide.

AS 16.05.408(a), the statute requiring  nonresident aliens to obtain guide services in order 
to hunt big game in Alaska is also am ended  to provide the sam e requirem ent for assistant 
guides accom panying nonresident aliens.

These  proposed am endm ents to the current statute w ould  close this loophole and return to 
the original intent o f  the legislature.

Senator_Rick_Halford<®legis.state.ak.us



(A) has
(i) been employed during at least three calendar years as any class o f  licensed guide in the game 

m anag-m ent unit for which the license is sought; and
(ii) at least 10 years’ hunting experience in the state; m ilitary service outside of the state for not 

more than three years shall be accepted as part o f  the required 10 years’ hunting experience; 
or

(B) provides
(i) evidence that the person physically resides in the gam e management unit in which the person 

is to be employed;
(ii) evidence that the person has had at least 15 years’ hunting experience in the game 

management unit in which the person is to be em ployed; military service outside o f  the state 
for not more than three years shall be accepted as part o f  the required 15 years' hunting 
experience; and

(iii) a written recommendation from a registered guide, state trooper, state fish and wildlife lav/ 
enforcement officer, o r state fish or game biologist who is familiar with the person or who 
intends to employ the person as a class-A assistant guide.

(b) A class-A assistant guide
(1) may not contract to guide or outfit a big game hunt;
(2) shall be employed by and under the supervision o f  a registered guide who has contracted with the client 

for whom the class-A assistant guide is conducting the hunt;
(3) may take charge o f  a camp and conduct guide activities from the cam p without the contracting registered 

guide being in the field and participating in the contracted hunt if the contracting registered guide is supervising the 
guiding activities;

14) may not perform functions o f  a class-A assistant guide outside o f  the game management unit for which the 
license is issued; and

(5) may be employed by a registered guide to perform the functions o f  an assistant guide in any game 
management unit.

See. 08.54.630. A SSISTA N T G U ID E LIC EN SE, (a) A natural person is entitled to an assistant guide license if 
the person

(1) is 18 years o f  age or older;
(2) has legally hunted in the stale during two calendar years;
(3) possesses a first aid card issued by the Red Cross or a sim ilar organization;
(4) obtains a written recommendation from a registered guide, state trooper, state fish and wildlife law 

enforcement officer, or state fish or game biologist who is familiar w ith the person or who intends to employ the 
person as an assistant guide; and

(5) applies for an assistant guide license on a form provided by the department and pays the license 
application fee and the license fee.

(b) An assistant guide
(1) may not contract to guide or outfit a big game hunt;
(2) shall be employed by a registered guide and under the supervision o f  a registered guide or class-A 

assistant guide while the assistant guide is in the field on guided hunts; and
(3) may not take charge o f  a camp or conduct guide activities unless the contracting registered guide is in the 

field and participating in the contracted hunt or a registered guide or class-A  assistant guide employed by the 
contracting guide is physically present and supervising the hunt.

Sec. 08.54.640. LAW  E N FO R C E M E N T  O F F IC E R S  AND G A M E  B IO L O G IS T S , (a) Notwithstanding 
AS 08.54.610 - 08.54.630 and except as provided in (b) o f  this section, a person may not hold, or earn experience 
credits to apply for, a  registered guide license under this chapter, w hile the person is a law enforcement officer and 
for three months after terminating the person’s status as a law enforcem ent officer.

(b) A registered guide license, class-A assistant guide license, or assistant guide license issued under this chapter, 
or under former provisions o f  AS 08.54.300 - 08.54.590, after May 16, 1992, is suspended if  the person to whom the 
license is issued subsequently becomes a law enforcement officer. A person whose license is subject to suspension 
under this subsection shall notify the department that the person has becom e a law enforcem ent officer within 30 
days after becoming a law enforcement officer. The suspension o f  a license under this subsection remains in effect 
until three months have elapsed from the date on which the licensee provides written notification to the department 
o f  the fact that the person is no longer a law enforcement officer. A person whose license is suspended under this 
subsection is not required to re;.ew the license or pay license renewal fees for the period o f  suspension. Once a 
suspension o f  a license is terminated, the licensee may provide, w ithout further payment o f  a guide license fee. the 
guide services authorized by the license for the remainder o f  the licensing period in which the suspension is 
terminated. Notwithstanding other provisions o f  this subsection, if a person whose license is suspended under this 
subsection fails to notify the department within one year after the person is no longer a law enforcement officer, the
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August 23,2001

*

M
; *

Mr. Tom Burgess 
661 34* Avenue NE 
St. Petersburg. FL 33704

Dear Mr. Burgess,

This letter is to confirm our phone conversation o f  August 22, 2001 regarding your hunting 
brown bean  in our state as a nonresident Alaska-licensed assistant guide.

[ contacted Kevin Saxby with the Attorney General's office, and he confirmed that you may hunt 
brown bears in Alnska while acting as your own guide. As long as you are an Alaska-licensed 
aaaiaum guide, this meets the terms of the statute to guide yoursolf on a brown bear hunt. 
However, you arc atill required to purchase a nonresident hunting license and a nonresident big 
game tag prior to hunting for big game in Alaska.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (907) 465-6197.

Sincerely,

Jackie fCephnrt 
Wildlife Biologist

cc: Jack Whitman, A'ca Biologist, Sitka
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