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EXCERPT FROM: ALASKA SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER

March 2001

ASTF Invests in Project that Paves the Way for Better, More Accurate Maps of Alaska

Alaska remains the least-mapped state in the nation. For useful maps, Alaskans 
determine the specifications for the maps so the resulting product Is useful for the many 
applications that Alaskans will use higher resolution images for: mining exploration, 
environmental monitoring, land use changes, resource assessment and others. While 
vendors and different government agencies propose different mapping standards, the 
challenge is to have both public and private users define requirements so the Alaskan end 
user has a product that is useful and cost effective.

At its February Board Meeting in Juneau, the ASTF Board of Directors voted to support 
a $20,000 project that would provide different sample products so Alaskans can better 
determine user requirements. ASTF is working with a number of key vendors (Aeromap, 
Intermap, etc.) who have competitive technologies (airborne vs. satellite, etc.) to produce 
a catalog of products. The catalog will help Alaskans determine appropriate mapping 
standards for different applications. The project will also involve the Alaska Geographic 
Date Committee, United States Geological Survey (USGS) and private users such as 
mining companies and regional corporations to take the next step in creating a consensus 
on the degree of resolution needed in different areas of the state. The project also will 
also recommend the most useful format for remote sensing data.

For information on the Alaska Science & Technology Foundation (ASTF), visit the web 
site at www.astf.org or call (907) 272-4333.

Sarah Erkmann
Account Coordinator
Bernholz & Graham Public Relations
3601 C Street Suite 1360
Anchorage. AK 99503
Tel: 907-561-4488
Fax: 907-563-3223
email: serkmann@gci.net
Sarah Erkmann
Account Coordinator
Bernholz & Graham Public Relations
3601 C Street Suite 1360
Anchorage, AK 99503
Tel: 907-561-4488
Fax: 907-563-3223
email: serkmann@gci.net

http://www.astf.org
mailto:serkmann@gci.net
mailto:serkmann@gci.net


mm
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

O F F IC E  O F  T H E  C O M M IS S IO N E R

KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

400 WILLOUGHBY AVENUE 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1798 
P H O N E :  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 2 4 0 0
F A X : -  ( 9 0 7 ) 4 6 6 - 3 6 6 6

□  530 WEST 7™ AVENUE. SUITE 1400 
A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 1 -3 6 5 0  
P H O N E  ( 9 0 7 )  2 6 9 -6 4 3 1  
F A X '  ( 9 0 7 )  2 6 9 - 6 9 1 6

February 9,2001

Randy Phillips 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)

' Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Phillips:

Thank you for the letter on the Alaska Geographic Data Committee Orthoimageiy Initiativr. I 
appreciate your concern for federal funding of digital elevation modeling and orthoimagery efforts 
in Alaska. We would all like to have better topographic data and orthoimagery for Alaska.

It is my understanding that this year the U. S. Geological Survey (USGS) has included an 
approximately $6 MM Initiative in their federal FFY02 budget submittal to Congress for the Alaska 
Orthoimagery Initiative. I also understand other Interior Department agencies may supplement this 
request As part of the normal federal budget process, this Initiative is now progressing through the 
various steps that are required of all federal budgets. DNR applauds the federal recognition of the 
shortcomings of topographic elevation data and orthoimagery in Alaska and we certainly support the 
funding effort they are making to address the issue.

This initiative is becoming a part of the President’s budget and funding has already been officially 
requested. Endorsements will probably not affect the outcome o f this initiative in the federal Office 
of Management and Budget one way or the other and if the Initiative reaches the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, I believe the chances are good that it will receive favorable 
consideration. v

DNR supports the work that the Alaska Geologic Data Committee is doing to bring this matter to 
the attention of the USGS National Mapping Division at the national level.
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Introduction
The Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative is a proposal to obtain funding for the acquisition of 
high resolution digital orthoimagery and digital elevation data for Alaska. The Initiative was 
developed by the Alaska Geographic Data Committee (AGDC).

The AGDC has recognized the need and value of statewide digital orthoimagery and elevation 
data for AlasKa. The AGDC currently has 40 members representing Departments within the State 
of Alaska, Federal agencies, Municipalities, Boroughs, Native organizations, private enterprise, 
and the University of Alaska. The membership has always been on the forefront of incoiporating 
the latest technology in its business practices. The AGDC believes reliable, current, statewide 
base geographic information is essential for continued economic development, livability, and 
public safety. Orthoimagery and elevation data are considered the foundation for the framework 
of base geographic data. At this time, Alaska does not have digital orthoimagery or accurate 
elevation data.

We feel this Initiative is critical to Alaska’s future because Alaska’s statewide base geographic 
information data is very poor. US Geological Survey (USGS) maps of Alaska are over 40 years 
old, do not meet National Map Accuracy Standards, and there is no existing or planned program 
to replace them. The most recent statewide high resolution imagery available is 20 years old and 
does not reflect the current Alaska landscape. This imagery was acquired through the Alaska 
High Altitude Aerial Photography Program and is not in digital form, a prerequisite for modem 
technology. It should also be noted past and present funding situations in federal and state 
agencies have not allowed Alaska to be a participant in the National Aerial Photography Program 
and the National Digital Orthopholo Program. These programs provide complete aerial 
photography and orthoimagery coverage for the lower forty eight states on a regular basis. Most 
recently, NASA’s 2000 Shuttle Radar Topography Mission for producing elevation data for 
topographic mapping covered 80% of the world. This mission covered less than 20% (twenty 
percent) of Alaska because it did not map above 60 degrees north latitude.

New orthoimagery and elevation data provide common data foundation layers which would show 
current conditions and trends on the Alaska landscape. They arc the layers from which many 
types of geographic information are extracted and to which many types are registered. These 
layers will allow Alaska agencies, Native corporations and private organizations to better utilize 
GIS technology lo aid in responsible decision-making.



The Initiative is composed of an executive summary and tabs. The executive summary provides 
an overview of the proposal and the tabs provide specific examples and more detailed 
information.

The Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative is a product of the Alaska Geographic Data 
Committee. Any questions concerning the Initiative may be directed to the following 
individuals:

Mark Shasby
Co-Chaiiperson, Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
(907) 786-7022 or shasby@usgs.gov

Richard McMahon
Co-Chairperson, Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
(907) 269-88.36 or richard_mcmahon@dnr.state.ak.us

Gust C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthoimagery Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
(907) 271-5545 or gust_panos@ak.bIm.gov

A G P ^  PA_ri,niw

Richard McMahon

Digital Orthoimagery Subcommittee Chairperson

Gust Panos

( 2 )
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Goal:
Obtain funding to acquire digital orthoimagery and elevation data foi Alaska (Tab 1) and have these 
data available on the Internet via the Alaska Geographic Data Committee for use by Alaska agencies, 
Native organizations, the private sector, and the public (Tab 2).

Need:
Alaska agencies, Native organizations, and the private sector are involved in analyzing and 
responding to critical issues including; disaster response and hazard prevention, land conveyance, 
resource exploration and development, legal access and public safety, public use and resource 
assessment, and community and economic development (Tab 3). These organizations have a 
recurring need for high quality, current, digital base map data. Orthoimagery and elevation data are 
essential to providing digital base maps for geospatial decision making. Orthoimagery is 
geometrically corrected photography of the earth’s surface and digital elevation data represents the 
shape of the earth’s surface. These data types are recognized as the foundation layers for all digital 
base map data (Tab 4). Alaska lacks orthoimagery and accurate digital elevation data.

Justification:
US Geological Survey (USGS) maps of Alaska are over 40 years old and do not meet National Map 
Accuracy Standards. The most current statewide high resolution imagery is 20 years old. Neither 
reflect Alaska’s current landscape and neither are in digital form. They both have very limited 
usefulness as base map data because of their age and form (Tab 5). Alaska does not have digital 
orthoimagery or accurate digital elevation data base layers which reflect the current Alaska 
landscape or on which base map data can be built. This request would provide orthoimagery and 
accurate elevation data for Alaska.

Time frame and Cost:

E x ecu tiv e  S u m m a ry

This Initiative provides for a four year program to collect orthoimagery and elevation data. 
Production would begin in 2002 and be completed in 2006, Access to this data, via the Internet, will 
begin once products are available. Estimated cost for acquisition and production, applied over the 
estimated four year life of the project, is a total $100 million dollais or $25 million dollars a year 
(Tab 6).

Acquisition Method and Data Access:
Acquisition and production of orthoimagery and elevation data will be done via contract with the 
private sector. US Geological Survey will administer the contract. Internet access will be managed 
through the Alaska Geographic Data Committee Clearinghouse and EROS Data Center (Tab 7).

Endorsements:
This Initiative is widely endorsed throughout Alaska. Thirty eight (38) organizations have 
provided letters of endorsement (Tab 8).

(3)
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Digital orthoimagery is a geo-referenced image which combines the characteristics of digital 
imagery with the geometric qualities of a traditional line map. Digital orthoimagery is derived 
from raw image data and digital elevation data by computer processing which removes any image 
displacements or distortions due to the sensor system, its orientation, and the earth’s surface. For 
example, digital orthoimagery can be derived from conventional aerial photography systems, 
digital camera systems, airborne scanners, or satellite systems. Similar to traditional line maps, 
digital orthoimagery meets Natio.ial Mapping Accuracy Standards (NMAS).

Image resolution and spectral characteristics are the primary parameters affecting the utility of 
imagery. For Alaska, 5-meter ground sample distance (GSD) is the most practical for statewide 
coverage. In addition to statewide 5-meter GSD data, the proposal calls for 1-meter GSD digital 
orthoimagery for all urban areas, 224 Native villages, all transportation corridors, and the 
TransAlaska Pipeline. The image™ will be color-infrared. Snow cover, vegetation, sun angle, 
and cloud cover are factors which affect the utility of the imagery and are taken into 
consideration during the image acquisition stage. The imagery collection will be during leaf-on, 
snow-free (except in permanent snow areas), and near cloud-free seasons over several years.

Image coverage is the next most important characteristic affecting image utility. For given image 
resolution, the land coverage of a particular image affects file size and has both practical 
limitations and user convenience requirements. Alaska digital orthoimagery will be formatted to 
one-quarter of the 1:63,360-scale maps; nominally 7.5 minutes, and meeting NMAS for 1:24,000- 
scale products.

Map projections, datums, and coordinate systems are the other characteristics affecting the utility 
of digital orthoimagery data. For consistent statewide coverage, the digital orthoimagery will be 
projected to the Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) projection, using the North American 
Datum of 1983 (NAD 83), and metric units. Image file format affects user ease in using the data 
in a particular geographic information system, image processing system, or application program. 
Alaska digital orthoimagery will be archived in native format; however, Alaska data users can 
have the digital orthoimagery formatted GeoTIFF, if desired.

Digital Elevation Data

Digital elevation data is an array of elevation values representing the shape of the earth’s surface. 
Elevation data is required in the production of digital orthoimagery. It is used for the necessary 
geometric corrections of the imagery. Existing digital elevation data in Alaska is derived from 
the contours on US Geological Survey Topographic maps. This data is not of sufficient density 
or accuracy to meet production specifications for the proposed digital orthoimagery.

The minimum specifications required for digita elevation data to meet the proposed 
orthoimagery requirements is 30-meter postings with 7-meter vertical accuracy. This data will

A la sk a  D ig ita l G rth o iin a g ery  In it ia t iv e  P ro d u ct P ro file

D igital O rthoim agery



be cast on the Universal Transverse Mercator projection system and referenced to the North 
American 1983 Datum. Elevation data meeting these specifications does not exist for Alaska 
and will have to be collected. Radar technology will be employed to capture and process 
elevation data. Cloud cover and sun angle will not affect the collection of this data. The 
distribution format for the digital elevation data will use the Spatial Data Transfer Standi'd 
(SDTS) format. The SDTS format is designed to transfer data complete with the data attn mtes.

Metadata

Finally, metadata affects both current use and future use of geospatial data. Metadata provides 
data users with a means to assess the process used to derive the data, data lineage, data quality, 
and other factors which affect the appropriateness of the data for a particular application. Digital 
orthoimagery and digital elevation data developed under the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery 
Initiative will have metadata that meets Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) metadata 
standards.

In summary, the specifications for the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative is for statewide 
coverage with 5-meter resolution imagery and 1-meter resolution data in urban areas, over 224 
Native villages, along major transportation corridors, and the TransAlaska Pipeline. The digital 
orthoimagery will be color-infrared, based on Alaska quarter-quad coverage and projected to 
UTM and NAD 83 in metric units. In addition, the digital orthoimagery will meet NMAS and 
have standard USGS headers which meet FGDC metadata standards. The digital orthoimagery 
will be available in GeoTlFF file format. Statewide coverage requires approximately 11,900 
Alaska quarter-quads. The State will also be completely mapped with digital elevation data. 
Digital elevation data is required for the production of digital orthoimagery. The digital 
elevation data will be 30-meter postings with 7-meter vertical accuracy and will be cast on the 
Universal Transverse Mercator projection system and referenced to the North American 1983 
Datum.

Management Oversight

The National Digital Orthophoto Program Steering Committee has provided program and 
technical guidance for the National Digital Orthophoto Program. Management oversight of the 
Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative will be provided by this steering committee through 
representation of the Alaska Geographic Data Committee.

Production Strategy

The US Geological Survey has been responsible for executing the National Digital Orthophoto 
Program since its inception. The majority of the production has been performed by the private 
sector through architect-engineet contracts. Firms selected for these contracts have been based 
on professional qualifications, specialized experience, capacity to perform, and past performance. 
Contract monitoring and quality assessment has been performed by in-house personnel. Possible



contracting scenarios for the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative include: 1) Use the current 
DOQ contract, 2) Use the soon-to-be awarded Cartographic Services Contract, and 3) Award a 
new and separate contract for the acquisition of Alaska digital orthoimagery

Public Domain Data

The data produced through the proposed Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative will be in the 
public domain, free of any licensing restrictions, and will be available to all government agencies 
as well as the general public at the cost of reproduction.
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A l a s k a  L a n d  M a n a g e r s  F o r u m

t t m 'J r .  b  <S~ S s r f ;

lntorn.-ition.~it PhotoyMmmetrlc Con«.<l(.ir|ti>

I  T h e  A l a s k a  G e o g r a p h i c  D a t a  C o m m i t t e e  ( A G D C )  w a s  f o r m e d

N a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  A G D C  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  s t a t e w i d e  

l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  s u r v e y i n g ,  m a p p i n g  a n d  r e l a t e d  s p a t i a l  d a t d  

c o o r d i n a t i o n .  T h e  A G D C s  o v e r a l l  o b j e c t i v e  i s  t o :

■ . / i- :.:V■ • ■ ‘Z i ' I
F e d e r a l  A g e n c i e s  -  U S  G e o lo g ic a l  S u r v e y  - B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t -  N a t io n a l  P a r k  - 

■  S e r v ic e  - F ish  & Wildlife S e r v ic e  - B u r e a u  O f  Ind ian  A ffa irs  - M in e ra ls  M a n a g e m e n t  S e r v ic e  
E n v iro n m e n ta l  P o licy  & C o m p l i a n c e  - E n v i ro n m e n ta l  P ro te c t io n  A g e n c y  - F o r e s t  S e r v ic e >  
N a tu ra l  R e s o u r c e s  C o n s e r v a t io n  S e r v ic e  - N a t io n a l  O c e a n i c  & A tm o s p h e r ic  A d m in is t ra t io n  

j£j N a tio n a l W e a t h e r  S e r v ic e  - F e d e r a l  A via tion  A d m in is t ra t io n  - F e d e r a l  H ig h w a y  A d m in is t ra t io n  
C o a s t  G u a rd  - D e p a r tm e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  - U S  A rm y C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  - U S  Air F o r c e



T H E  A L A S K A  G E O G R A P H IC  D A T A  C O M M IT T E E

In October 1990, the Office of Management and Budget issued a revised Circular A-16, 
"Coordination of Surveying, Mapping, and Related Spatial Data Activities." The goals of the 
Circular were to develop a national digital geographic information resource, to reduce 
duplication, to reduce the expense of developing geographic data, and to increase the benefits of 
using available data by ensuring coordination of Federal agency geographic data activities. The 
Circular also established an interagency committee, the Federal Geographic Data Committee 
(FGDC), to promote the coordinated development, use, sharing, and dissemination of geographic 
data categories. The Circular assigned to Federal agencies the responsibilities of leading 
coordination activities for 10 categories of data. Agency responsibilities include providing 
government-wide leadership in developing data standards, assisting information and data 
exchange, and coordinating data collection.

Presidential Executive Order 12906 of April 1994 recognized a critical national need for 
improved means for finding and sharing geographic data. This document called for the 
establishment of a coordinated National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) "to support public 
and private sector applications of geospatial data in such areas as transportation, community 
development, agriculture, emergency response, environmental management and information 
technology.” The NSDI was seen as part of the evolving National Information Infrastructure 
which would provide citizen access to essential government information and thus strengthen the 
democratic process. The NSDI encompasses policies, standards, and procedures for organizations 
to cooperatively produce and share geographic data. The Federal agencies that make up the 
FGDC are developing the NSDI in cooperation with organizations from state, local and tribal 
governments, the academic community, and the private sector.

In response to these major initiatives at the national level, Federal and state agencies in Alaska 
with interests in surveying and mapping came together in 1993 and organized themselves as the 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee (AGDC). The AGDC was formally recognized as the 
Alaska cooperating group of the FGDC in early 1996. The purpose of the Alaska Geographic 
DataCommittee is to provide statewide leadership for surveying, mapping, and related spatial 
data coordination as well as serve as a forum for: (1) Coordination of spatial data development 
projects; (2) Development of coordinated methodologies for implementing standards and 
policies; and (3) Review and response to Federal Geographic Data Committee initiatives. The 
overall objective is to build geographic information partnerships among all institutions within 
Alaska to coordinate programs, leverage resources, and jointly promote the vision and goals of 
the NSDI. The AGDC serves as the technical advisory committee to the Alaska Land Managers 
Forum on all matters related to surveying, mapping, and geospatial data.

Since its establishment, the AGDC has continued to add to its membership base by adding 
representation from all sectors of the Federal government, state and local government, Native 
organizations, as well as Universities and private industry. (See Membership List). The AGDC 
is organized into a number of Working Groups and Subcommittees that have responsibility for 
specific themes of information, as well as activities that cut across themes such as Data 
Management and Data Clearinghouses. The Orthoimagery Subcommittee of the AGDC has been 
responsible for developing the Orthoimagery Initiative for the entire AGDC membership.



M em bership List:

FEDERAL AGENCIES

U.S. Department of the Interior:
U.S. Geological Survey, Alaska
Bureau of Land Management, Alaska State Office
U.S. National Park Service, Alaska Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 7 - Alaska
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Juneau Area Office
Minerals Management Service, Alaska OCS Region
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance - Alaska

U.S. Department of Agriculture
U.S. Forest Service Alaska Region
U.S. Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station, Anchorage 

Forest Sciences Laboratory 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Alaska State Office

U.S. Department of Commerce
NOAA, Office of Coast Survey 
National Weather Service, Alaska Region

U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Aviation Administration Alaska Region 
Federal Highway Administration 

U.S. Coast Guard 17th District

U.S. Department of Defense
U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers, Alaska District 
U.S. Air Force

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Region 10, Alaska Operations Office

ALASKA STATE AGENCIES
Department of Community and Economic Development
Department of Environmental Conservation
Department of Fish and Game
Department of Labor and Workforce Development
Department of Natural Resources
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
University of Alaska



BOROUGHS/MUNICIPALITIES 
Haines Borough 
Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Kodiak Island Borough 
Matanuska- Susitna Borough 
Municipality of Anchorage 
North Slope Borough

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
ABR, Inc.
AeroMap U.S.
Alaska Remote Sensing and Cartographic Services 
BP Exploration (Alaska) Inc.
Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI) 

ESRI Alaska Regional Office 
Resource Data Inc.
Geo North, Inc

NATIVE ALASKAN ORGANIZATIONS
Arctic Slope Native Association. Limited 
Association of Village Council Presidents
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A v i a t i o n  S a fe ty

A d v a n c e d  A v i o n i c s

M X - 2 0  M u l t i - F u n c t i o n  D i s p l a y  

G X - 6 0  G P S / C o m m

P r e c i s e  a i r c r a f t  p o s i t i o n i n g  v i a  a c c u r a t e  
m o v i n g  m a p  d i s p l a y  y i e l d i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n c r e a s e  i n  a v i a t i o n  s a f e t y .



In fr a s t r u c t u r e  D e v e lo p m e n t

A v i a t i o n  i s  a  k e y  e l e m e n t  i n  A l a s k a ' s  f u t u r e  e c o n o m i c  

g r o w t h .  T h e  F A A  A l a s k a  R e g i o n  i s  p r o v i d i n g  l e a d e r ­

s h i p  t o  i m p r o v e  a v i a t i o n  s a f e t y ,  a i r  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  

i n n o v a t i o n ,  a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  O r t h o ­

i m a g e r y  a n d  a c c u r a t e  e l e v a t i o n  d a t a  w i l l  p r o v i d e  

v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  e f f o r t .

O r t h o i m a g e r y  s e r v e s  a s  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o o l  f o r :

y  I n c r e a s e d  s a f e t y  v i a  C A P S T O N E  t e c h n o l o g y  u t i l i z i n g  m o r e
a c c u r a t e  d a t a W

/ yr

A c c u r a t e  c h a r t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  f o r  b o t h  V F R  a n d  I F R  f l i g h t
' • " ‘ .>;• j  ."1 r  '" ■'/ ' A

/  L o w e r  i n s t r u m e n t  a p p r o a c h  m i n i m a  e q u a l s  m o r e  
m  a r r i v a l s / d e p a r t u r e s

P l a n n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  a i r p o r t  l o c a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t

y  A i r s p a c e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t r a f f i c  m o d e l i n g

P l a n n i n g / z o n i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  e x i s t i n g  a n d  f u t u r e  a r r i v a l /  
d e p a r t u r e  r o u t e s

/ A c c u r a t e l y  l o c a t e  t o w e r s ,  p o w e r  l i n e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  
o b s t r u c t i o n s

/  P r o v i d e  m i l i t a r y  a r e a  c h a r t i n g  a n d  r o u t e s  f o r  m i l i t a r y  a n d  
c i v i l i a n  t r a f f i c  a e - c o n f l i c t i o n



O r t h o i m a g e r y  M a p

, j  B u r n e d  A r e a  B o u n d a r y

N a t u r a l  F i r e  B a r r i e r

A c c e s s  T r a i l s



F i r e  i s  a  n a t u r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a n  e c o s y s t e m  

a n d  f i r e  m a n a g e m e n t  i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  t h e

W i l d f i r e s  b u r n  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  9 7 8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  a  y e a r .  

S u p p r e s s i o n  r e s p o n s e  i s  b a s e d  o n  s t a t e w i d e  f i r e

n o w  c o m m o n  p r a c t i c e s .  B o t h  p l a n s  r e q u i r e

.... f.' •

f k f i y »&«'•
p r ^ y . . ^ V * . i  v« w c  %j j  ^ , w w  ,^ x« ,^ £ jl

v / : ■ f e a t u r e s  . S K H :

/  i d e n t i f y  r e s o u r c e  h a b i t a t  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  

N /  l e v e l  o f  f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n  e f f o r t s  n e c e s s a r y

\  /  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  p l a n  p r e s c r i b e d  f i r e  b u r n s

■ ■ .•
^, •y  l o c a t e  n a t u r a l  f i r e  b a r r i e r s  f o r  s t a g i n g  a r e a s

'  a n d  c r e w  p l a c e m e n t

/  ' ’■ • ♦ ■ IK ! >  V  ¥ ♦/  p i n p o i n t  v i a b l e  e v a c u a t i o n  r o u t e s

/
/  i d e n t i f y  a n d  p l a n  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  v i l l a g e  l a n d f i l l s  

f o r  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n
/  1 f t '



^  H y d r o g r a p h y  w  T r a i l s

w  S u r v e y  M o n u m e n t s  H i  A N C S A  S e l e c t i o n

w *  N a t i v e  A l l o t m e n t s  B o u n d a r y
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i f y  f i e l d  s u r v e y  t r a n s p o r t a t i

d e v e l o p  l a b o r  c o s t  e s t i m a t e s  b a s
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T h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  S t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  

N a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a r e  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  t o  

e x e c u t e  t h e  l a r g e s t  l a n d  t r a n s f e r  i n  U S  h i s t o r y .  

T h i s  t r a n s f e r  r e q u i r e s  a  m a s s i v e  a d j u d i c a t i o n  

a n d  l a n d  s u r v e y i n g  e f f o r t .  T h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  

t h i s  l a n d  t r a n s f e r  p r o c e s g is jp ^ [ s

h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t i e s . p 0 t



O i l  a n d  g a s  l e a s e  t r a c t s  

w  S e n s i t i v e  a r e a  c o n s u l t a t i o n  

w  E c o l o g i c a l  m o n i t o r i n g  l o c a t i o n



L o c a t i o n  s i t e s o r i n g

C o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o o l  T o

i m m p ' y i  E ' m s ' m i i m

a n d  D e v e lo p

D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A l a s k a ' s

b e e n  k e y  t o  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e c o n o m i c  v i t a l i t y .  F u t u r e  

r e s o u r c e  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d

b a s e d  o n  t h e  b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  O r t h o ­

i m a g e r y  p r o v i d e s  v a l u a b l e

l a n d s c a p e  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n

U s e s  o f  O r t h o i m a g e r y  i n  o i l  f i e l d  d e v e l o p m e n t

L e a s e  b o u n d a r y  l o c a t i o n s  

H y d r o l o g i c  b a s i n  d e l i n e a t i o n  

R o u t i n g  f o r  i c e  r o a d s

W a t e r  s o u r c e s  f o r  i c e  r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n

m
L o c a t i o n  f o r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  f a c i l i t i e s

■■■

. £ $
B a s e  f o r  s e n s i t i v e  h a b i t a t  l o c a t i o i i s j H ^
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L e g a l A c c e s s

O r t h o i m a g e r y  M a p

P r o p o s e d  E a s e m e n t  

E x i s t i n g  E a s e m e n t



a c c e s s  t o  m a j o r  w t z t e f i

T h e r e  a r e  3 ) 0 0 0

l i e  e a s e m e n t s  i n  A l a s k a

O r i h o i m a g e r y  s e r v e s  a s  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o o l  f o r :

o w n e r s h i p

s a f e t y  c o n c e r n s

E a s e m e n t  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  a n d  m a r k i n g  

M i n i m u m  i m p a c t  o f  e a s e m e n t s  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y
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O r t h o i m a g e r y  M a p

O r t h o i m a g e r y  M a p



a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  d e m a n d s .  L a n d  u s e  p l a n t  

a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a s s e s s m e n t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  

e n s u r e  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  w h i l e  m e e t i n g  e n v i r o n  
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S a l m o n  F i s h i n g  

W i n t e r  F i s h i n g

B u c k l a n d  A r e a  U s e  M a p

B o a t  P a r k i n g  

B e r r y  P i c k i n g



C o m m u n ity  &  E c o n o m i c

D e v e l o p m e n t

■  I m p r o v i n g  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

f o r  r u r a l  A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s  i s  a n  e n o r m o u s  c h a l l e n g e .  

8  M o r e  t h a n  3 5 %  o f  r u r a l  A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s  s t i l l  d o  n o t  

I  h a v e  r u n n i n g  w a t e r  a n d  f l u s h  t o i l e t s .  M a n y  F e d e r a l ,  

S t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  i n i t i a t i v e s  a r e  u n d e r w a y  t o  i m p r o v e  

c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  w ill r e s u l t  i n  h e a l t h i e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  

I  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  n e e d e d  t o  s u p p o r t  e c o n o m i c  s t a r t - u p s .
*T '• > ,  ,  . ,  ,  , ,

_  N e w  o r t h o i m a g e r y  w i l l  a i d  i n  p l a n n i n g  t h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s .
IB

8 O r t h o i m a g e r y  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  a n  a i d  f o r :

a
y '  I d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l l y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  

8  a r e a s

B  n/  I d e n t i f y i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  e x i s t i n g  a n d  f u t u r e  l a n d  u s e s

1  N /  I d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  A N C S A  s e c t i o n  1 4  ( c )  l a n d

c l a i m s H i
a ' .

iW c .fcr.

/  V e r i f y i n g  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  m a j p r  l a n d  o w n e r s  

J  M a p p i n g  h a z a r d s  ( i . e .  f l o o d  p l a i n s ,  a r e a s  o f  e r o s i o n )

B
/  C o m m u n i c a t i n g  b e t w e e n  c o m m u n i t y  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  

1  t h e  g r o u p s  t h a t  w i l l  c a r r y  o u t  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s

B





Digital geographic data i s  e sse n t ia l for m anaging and developing 
A laska re so u rce s. A laska h a s a re cu rr in g  need for a fram ework o f 
h igh quality, cu rren t digital map data. B a se  map data la yers 
provide a "fram ework o f data you can t ru st ."  There are eight base 
map data la ye rs co m p risin g  the base data framework. Orthoim agery 
i s  recognized a s the foundation layer for digital base map data 
framework, the framework provides:

\ /  base data that can be u sed  in  n u m erou s app lications
a base to w h ich  u se r s  can add or attach sp ec ific  geographic 
inform ation

✓  a reference so u rce  fo r accurately reg iste rin g  and extracting 
geographic data

s /  a reference map for d isp lay ing  the location and the re su lt s  o f an 
a n a ly sis  o f other data

A laska cu rren tly  h a s elevation (coarse and inaccurate), hydrography, 
and geodetic con tro l in  statewide digital coverage. Cadastra l, t ra n s­
portation, and governm ental u n it s  are being bu ilt.

A la s k a  does n o t have th e  d ig ita l o rth o im ag e ry  base la y e r o r  
an  a c cu ra te  d ig ita l e le v a tio n  la y e r.

Geographic 
Data



E l e v a t i o n  ( c o a r s e  &  i n a c c u r a t e )

G e o d e t i c  C o n t r o l

H y d r o g r a p h y

B a t h e m e t r y

C a d a s t r a l

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

G o v e r n m e n t a l  U n i t s

L a n d c o v e r
- - .

E l e v a t i o n  ( a c c u r a t e )

a
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a

B

B

a
a

a
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a
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i

i
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i

B

f l

a

does
not

exist
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The 1978 and 1999 images of Fairbanks are illustrations of change. 
New digital orthoimagery would reflect the current landscape and 
environment and would allow for the easy integration into modern 
Geographic Information Systems.
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Maps and imagery of Alaska are very old and 
are of limited usefulness. The majority of the 
US Geological Survey Topographic Quadrangle 
maps were produced in the 1950fs. The latest 
statewide imagery was produced mainly between 
1978 and 1982. Neither reflect the current 
conditions of the landscape and environment. 
Both are hi analog form and are difficult to 
incorporate into modern Geographic Information 
Systems.
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D a t a  M a n a g e m e n t

T h e  A l a s k a  G e o s p a t i a l  D a t a  C l e a r i n g h o u s e  N e t w o r k

One o f the objectives o f the Alaska Geographic Data Committee (AGDC) 
is to build geographic information partnerships among its membership.
This primary goal strives to provide fo r  a nationally consistent and cost 
effective means to share geospatial data at a ll levels o f  government and 
industry. In  support o f  this vision, the AGDC has developed and is 
promoting an Internet-based network o f clearinghouse nodes which are 
linked together to fo rm  the Alaska Geospatial Data Clearinghouse.
The Clearinghouse w ill be the initial foca l point where data users can 
access the digital orthoimagery and elevation data produced by the 
Initiative. The primary archive site fo r  this digital data will be the USGS' 
Earth Resources Observation System (EROS) Data Center in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota.
The AGDC is investigating potential use o f the Supercomputer Facility at 
the University o f  Alaska, Fairbanks, to act as the in-state repository. This 
would provide real-time access and long-term management o f the data as 
wti l as promote utilization o f  a unique Alaskan capability and would provide 
an important, secondary data archive site in addition to the EROS Data 
Center.

A la s k a  G e o s p a tia l D a ta  C le a r in g h o u s e
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C l e a r i n g h o u s e S y s t e m s  D a ta  C e n t e r
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Mr. G u s t P a n o s
D ig ita l O rth o p h o to  S u b c om m itte e  
A la s k a  G e o g ra p h ic  D a ta  C om m ittee  
2 2 2  W e s t 7 lh A venu e , # 1 3  
A n ch o ra g e , A K  9 9 5 1 3

D e a r  Mr. P a n o s :

T h e  R e s o u rc e  D e v e lo pm en t C ounc il (R D C ) w ou ld  like to e x p re s s  
its s tron g  su p p o rt fo r  the A la s k a  D ig ita l O rth o im ag e ry  In itia tive. 
R D C  b e lie v e s  it w ill b e  v e ry  b ene fic ia l to  a c q u ire  h igh re so lu t io n  
im ag e ry  o f  A la ska .

R D C  is a  s ta tew id e  m em b e rsh ip -fu n d ed  o rg a n iz a t io n  w o rk ing  on  
b e h a lf o f  A la s k a ’s  b a s ic  indu strie s -  oil an d  g a s , m in ing , tim ber, 
fish ing  an d  tou rism . R D C 's  m em be rsh ip  a ls o  in c lu d e s  s e c to rs  
which su p p o rt A la s k a  industry , su ch  a s  c on s tru c tion , la b o r  and  
o th e r te chn ic a l se rv ic e  p ro v id e rs , ind iv idua ls , N a tiv e  c o rp o ra t io n s  
an d  lo c a l com m un itie s .

M any  o f o u r  m em b e rs  le c o g n iz e  th e  n e e d  a n d  v a lu e  o f  d ig ita l 
im ag e ry  in A la sk a . R e lia b le , cu rren t an d  b a s e  g e o g ra p h ic  d a ta  is a  
p re re q u is ite  fo r  e c on om ic  an d  re s o u rc e  d e v e lo p m en t . It is a ls o  a 
pub lic  s a fe ty  c o n s id e ra t io n . R D C  c o n s id e rs  o r th o im ag e ry  a s  th e  
founda tion  fo r  th e  fram ew o rk  o f b a s e  g e og ra p h ic  d a ta .

S in c e  A la s k a  d o e s  no t h a v e  digita l o r th o im ag e ry  a t th is tim e, R D C  
fu lly  su p p o rts  the In itiative's g o a l to  ob ta in  fund ing  from  C o n g re s s  
to  a c q u ire  c om p le te  digita l o r th o im ag e ry  an d  d ig ita l e v a lu a t io n  
d a ta  c o v e ra g e  o f  A la ska .

S in c e re ly ,

R E S O U R C E  D EV ELO PM E N T  C O U N C IL  
fo r  A la sk a , Inc.

. . .  j / e c 2 . \

C a i l P o rtm a n  
D epu ty  D ire c to r

mailto:Resources@akrdc.org
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Bureau o f Indian Affairs 

Bureau o f Land  Management 

National Part Service 

F ish  and Wildlife Service 

U S D  A  I'-ornt Service

S ta te  M e m b e rs
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D ept, o f Environmental , 
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D ept , o f Natural Resources 
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Public Facilities

June 27, 2000 

Mr. Gust Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthoimagery Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 

222 West 7lh Avenue, suite #13 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599

Subject: Letter o f Endorsement

Dear Mr. Panos:

The Alaska Land Managers Forum is pleased to endorse the Alaska Digital 
Orthoimagery Initiative sponsored by the Alaska Geographic Data Committee. 
The Forum members applaud the collaborative work that public agencies have 
undertaken to bring this proposal forward.

The Alaska Land Managers Forum is a coalition o f  senior level federal, state, and 
Native land managers. The development o f  digital information systems and the 

open sharing o f  electronic databases are one o f the target areas for the Forum. 
We have benefited in the past from briefings and projects completed by the 

Alaska Geographic Data Committee and view this proposal as an important 
advancement toward our goals o f providing all land managers with the 
information resources they need to achieve their missions effectively and 

efficiently.

Digital geographic information is now a business standard for Native 
organizations and local, state, and federal governments. Orthoimagery and 

elevation models provide the foundation layers for representing complex land 
management issues. This project would deliver both o f  these essential basemap 
themes to Alaska for use in the Geographic Information Systems o f  all Forum 

members.

N a tiu e  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s
Alaska Federation o f Natives 

Alaska Inter-Tribal Council C o o p e r a t i v e  L e a d e r s h i p  on  A l a s k a  L a n d  I s s ues



Mr. Gust Panos 
June 23, 2000

Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative
Fage 2

W e recognize the com m on problem s faced by a lack o f  geographic inform ation, and the high 
costs o f  acquisition. Existing paper maps and statewide aerial photography are decades old and 
not fully reliable. This initiative would apply national m apping standards to Alaska. New remote 
sensing technologies now  offer A laska the m eans to overcom e the obstacles created by a lack o f  
on-the-ground control points. These technologies create a tangible m eans for m eeting national 
m apping standards, both in scale and accuracy, for Alaska.

We understand that the coterm inous states have recently had digital orthoim agery provided to 
them through national program s but these programs have so far not included Alaska. W e seek to 
extend the benefits o f  these program s to Alaska. The products from this initiative w ill improve 
our land m anagem ent capabilities, benefiting resource developm ent and conservation, public 
access and safety, recreation, em ergency response to wild fire and other natural disasters, 
management o f  transportation corridors, com m unity developm ent, and environm ental 
assessm ents and permitting.

The spirit and purpose in which the Alaska Digital O rthoim agery Initiative was assem bled 
certainly parallels the spirit o f  the A laska Land M anagers Forum. W e believe the A laska Digital 
O rthoim agery Initiative is needed and w e offer our full endorsem ent o f  the project.

Sincerely,

Lieutenant G overnor Fran U lm er 
State Co-Chair

Marilyn Hetm an, Special A ssistant to the Secretary o f  the Interior 
Federal Co-Chair

Nelson Angapak Sr., V ice President, A laska Federation o f  Natives 
Native Co-Chair
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Gust C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthoimageiy Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 West 7th Ave Box 13 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599

Dear Mr. Panos,

Arctic Power would like to lend its endorsement to the Alaska Digital 
Orthoimagery Initiative. The use o f current and reliable geographic 
information has become a business standard in the private sector as well as in 
the government. This initiative will provide an effective means fo r improving 
the quality o f statewide geographic information through high-resolution 
digital orthoimagery and enhanced elevation data. We recognize the incredible 
value o f orthoimageiy and elevation data. They form the foundation layer in a 
framework o f geographic information that is necessary to develop and manage 

the resources o f Alaska.

Alaska's U.S. Geological Survey topographic maps are over forty years old, 
do not meet National Map Accuracy Standards, and there is no existing or 
planned program to update or replace them. The most recent statewide 
imagery is over 20 years. These major sources o f information do not 
represent the changi ng landscape or the current conditions in Alaska. We 
believe the new digital orthoimagery and digital elevation data provided by 
the Initiative would go far in alleviating the critical shortage o f current and 

reliable geographic information in Alaska.

The Alaska Geographic Data Committee is commended for fostering 
partnerships and determining the needs among Native Corporations, local, 
state, and federal agencies, and the private sector. Arctic Power recognizes 
the Initiative will increase knowledge about Alaska's resources and 
environment thereby reducing uncertainty, allowing the nation and Alaska to 
make more competent decisions, and enjoy greater benefits.

Best Regards,

a
^am Toohey, Executive Directc 

Arctic Power

B
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ALASKA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY 
POST OFFICE BOX 101700 
ANCHORAGE, AK 99510-1700

907-343-2400 TEL 
907-343-2211 FAX 

inorth@alaska.net EMAIL 
www.instltutenorth.org

WALTER J. HICKEL 
FOUNDER 

MEAD TREADWELL 
MANAGING DIRECTOR

February 26, 2001

Mr. Gust C. Panos, Chairperson 
Digital O rthophoto Subcommittee 
A laska G eographic Data Committee 
222 W est Seventh Avenue #13 
Anch'. ‘age, A K  99513-7599

Dear Mr. Panos:

S

The A laska G eographic Data Comm ittee was formed during m y last term as Governor, 
and we encouraged state agencies to participate. As founder o f  Institute o f  the North, a 
research and teaching think-tank based at A laska Pacific University, I continue to see the 
need for up-to-date baseline geographic data o f  Alaska. I enthusiastically endorse your 
efforts w ith the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative.

The Institute o f  the North has numerous program s that would benefit greatly from this 
Initiative. The Institute offers for-credit courses at A PU that focus on resource 
managem ent, com m only owned lands (state, federal and Native), and northern 
geographic and strategic issues. As host to the A laska Geographic Alliance, the Institute 
trains K-12 teachers in the use o f  Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and has 
recently produced the GIS-based interactive CD-P.OM, “Alaska in M aps.”

The relative absence o f  state o f  the art geospacial data on Alaska confounds our efforts to 
provide thorough policy and academic materials.

I applaud the A laska Geographic Data Comm ittee for developing a proposal to obtain 
funding for the acquisition o f  high-resolution digital orthoim agery and digital elevation 
data for A laska. I also support the AGDC’s contention that reliable, current, statewide 
base dem ographics inform ation is essential for continued econom ic development, 
livability, and public safety.

W ith best regards.

W alter J. Hi 
Founder

mailto:inorth@alaska.net
http://www.instltutenorth.org


ALASKA AIRMEN'S ASSOCIATION. ,  INC.

February 22, 2001

Mr. Gust C. Panos
Chair, Digital Orthoimagery Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
Bureau of Land Management 
222 West 7* Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, AK. 99513

Dear Mr. Panos:

The Alaska Airmen's Association is the biggest Alaskan aviation organization, with over 1,200 member 
Statewide, committed to the safety and enhancement of general aviation in the State.

Our first reaction to your proposal was one of enthusiasm. It is about time that maps reflect the advance 
in technology. As safety devises, pilots arc using more advanced digital displays in the cockpits of their 
aircraft. Unfortunately, many of these displays show terrain based surveys carried out over 40 years ago.

In an age when aviators are concerned that most aircraft accidents are due to Controlled Flight Into 
Terrain (CFIT), it is paramount that maps and displays be as accurate as possible. Recently, I flew a Cessna 
152 in VFR, from Independence, Kansas to Anchorage, .Alaska. I became painfully aware of the lack of 
update on the maps, especially when flying through the remote parts of British Columbia and from Haines 
Junction to Anchorage. Railways were depicted where there was no longer railways. Easily and readily 
identifiable objects from small towns to mines, and even airports were missing from the maps.

While great strides have been made in the Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) arena, little has been done for 
the Visual Flight Rules (VFR) pilot Capstone offers great promise but even that has a terrain display that 
does not match the maps. This can cause confusion. As we move into an era where ground based avionics 
will soon be phased out, it is even more important that our maps reflect what satellites will display in the 
future. In a State where the only realistic mode of transportation and lifeline to most villages is by air, the 
use of aircraft is essential.

The Alaska Airmen’s association wholeheartedly supports your project and look forward to the 
publication of the results that will be a large factor in safe navigation for the general aviator in Alaska. We 
feel sure that the updated maps will also be a factc for limiting or slowing the phenomenal increase in 
Insurance rates for Alaskan Aviation and reduce the loss of life and equipment.

Sincerely,

Felix M. Maguire, Director 
Government and Legislative Affairs, AAAI.

SER V IN G  G E N E R A L  AVIATION IN A L A S K A  S IN CE  1951 
P.O. Box 241185 Anchorage, A laska 99524-1185 Tel: 907-245-1251 Fax: 907-245-1259

WWW.ALASKAAIRMEN.COM

http://WWW.ALASKAAIRMEN.COM


A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A N C S A  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n  

P r e s i d e n t s  &  C E O s ,  I n c .

FO Box 92829 
„  Anchorage, AK 99509-2829

Ph: (9 07 ) 2 6 5 - 4 5 1 9 Fax : (9 07 ) 2 6 5 - 4 5 2 8

F eb ru a ry  5 , 2 0 0 1

Gus P an os , Chairm an
D igita l O rth o im ag e ry  Subcom m ittee
BLM (AK 9 2 4 )
2 2 2  W . 7 th A venue , Box 13 
A ncho rage , AK 9 9 5 1 3

D ea r Mr. P anos :

On b e h a lf o f  th e  m em be rs  o f  th is A ssociation , p lease  add o u r  en d o rsem en t to  th e  A laska 
D ig ita l O rth o im ag e ry  In itia tive . Because o f  th e  A laska Native C o rp o ra tion s ' en tit lem en t 
to  m o re  th an  4 0  m illion ac re s  o f  land , th e  use o f  cu rren t and  re liab le  g eog raph ic  
in fo rm a tion  is critica l to  th e  op e ra tion  o f  o u r bu sinesses a s  w e con se rv e  and  d e v e lo p  o u r 
re sou rc e  a sse ts .

A laska's USGS to p og raph ic  m aps a re  based on 1 950 's  ph o tog raph y . T ak ing  th a t into 
con s ide ra tion  a lon g  w ith th e  fa c t th a t th is s ta te  is seen  a s  p o ten tia lly  rich in re sou rc e s , 
w e be lieve  it is crucia l to  h ave  updated m apping te chn o log y  ava ilab le . New  dig ita l 
o r th o im ag e ry  w ou ld  go a long w ay tow ard s curing th e  critical sh o rta g e  o f  re liab le  
g eog raph ic  in fo rm a tion  in A laska .

W e  w ou ld  a ls o  like to  com m end  you  fo r  pu lling to g e th e r su pp o rt from  bo th  th e  p riva te  
and pub lic s e c to rs  f o r  th is im po rtan t initiative. Y ou r listing o f  th e  b ro ad -b a sed  su p p o rt 
f o r  th e  p ro je c t re cogn ize s  th a t th e  need fo r  th is p rodu c t is g rea t . T h an k  you  fo r  th e  
op p o rtu n ity  to  lend  o u r vo ice .

Vicki A. O tte
Executive D ire c to r



T a n a n a  C h i e f s  C o n f e r e n c e , In c .

1 22  F irst Avenue, S uite 6 0 0  
F airbanks, Alaska 9 9 7 0 1 -4 8 9 7  

Phone 9 0 7 /4 5 2 -8 2 5 1  • F ax 9 0 7 /4 5 9 -3 8 5 0

April 17, 2000

Gust C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic. Data Committee 
222 W. 7th Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599

Dear Mr. . Panos:

' - ",
The Tanana Chiefs Conference would like to Jle.nd its 
endorsement to the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery 
Initiative. •' The use of current and reliable geographic 
information has become a business standard in the Native 
community as we employ Geographic Information System 
(GIS) technology to our daily business practices. We 
consider orthoimagery as the foundation layer in a 
framework of geographic information necessary for us to 
fully utilize GIS. Infrastructure development at the 
village level and natural resource management at the 
regional level will be greatly enhanced with 
orthoimagery. It is the layer from which many types of 
geographic information is extracted as well as 
registered.
 ̂ Svr  %  . r  • •

Alaska's U.S. Geological Topographic maps are forty years 
old and available statewide aerial photography is twenty 
years old. These two major sources of base geographic 
information do not represent the changing landscape and 
do not provide adequate support to the Native community 
needs. We feel new digital orthoimagery would go .far in - 
alleviating the critical shortage of current and reliable 
geographic information in Alaska.

^ ,v;
The Alaska' Geographic Data Committee (AGDC) is commended 
for fostering partnerships and determining the common 
needs among Native corporations, local, state, and 
federal agencies, and the private sector. The Alaska 
Digital Orthoimagery Initiative is a result of the AGDC's 
work. The Initiative will not only help the Native 
Community, it will help all of Alaska. We believe the 
Initiative is of great value and we provide it our full 
endorsement.
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Sincerely,

TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE, Inc.

Director
Community & Natural Resources



301 Calista Court, Suite A • Anchorage, AK 99518-3028 • (907) 279-5516 • Facsimile (907) 272-5060 • www.calistacorp.com

Gust C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Comm ittee 
222 W. 7lh Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599

Dear Mr. Panos:

Calista Corporation lends its endorsem ent to the Alaska Digital O rthoim ageiy Initiative. 
Two years ago we im plem ented Geographic Information System (GIS) technology in our 
Land and Natural Resources D epartm ent and rely on it to perform all land m anagem ent 
functions. The availability o f  orthoimagery will greatly improve our options for base 
maps, geologic interpretation and the land selection process.

Currently we rely on low-resolution digital elevation models and digital raster graphic 
products scanned from out dated USGS topographic maps. We are excited about the 
prospect o f having more current and more accurate registered aerial photographic images.

We com mend the Alaska Geographic Data Comm ittee (AGDC) for fostering partnerships 
and determining the com m on needs for digital products among Native Corporations, 
local, state and federal agencies, and the private sector. We support continued efforts and 
progress along these lines.

http://www.calistacorp.com


M ay 15, 2000 

Mr. G ust Panos
Digital O rthoim agery Subcomm ittee Chairperson
AGDC
Room 230
University Drive
Anchorage, A K  99508

Dear Mr. Panos,

I am  writing to express my support for the A laska Radar M apping and Digital 
O rthoim age Initiative. Chugach Alaska Corporation (CAC) is one o f  the twelve regional 
Native Corporations created by the Alaska Native Claim s Settlement Act o f  1971 
(ANCSA). These tw-elve corporations were conveyed approxim ately 44 million acres o f  
land in A laska to help insure financial independence through development o f  those lands. 
Chugach Alaska Corporation believes this initiative will provide accurate, high-resolution 
data that will help aid us in planning and managing our lands in the m ost efficient 
manner.

A t present, our mapping standards in Alaska are the USGS 1:63360 and 1:250000 
quadrangles. These maps were compiled in the 1950’s and com pleted in the I970 ’s.
They do not meet National Map Accuracy Standards and any data gleaned from these 
maps will propagate the inherent inaccuracies contained within them. At this time all o f  
the twelve Native Corporations formed under ANCSA are using G eographic Information 
System s as a proprietary tool for managing our land base. W e need to have accurate base 
maps to provide us with the necessary inform ation to manage these lands. An accurate 
Digital Elevation M odel (DEM ) is the first step in preparing highly accurate maps 
statewide. We believe the Alaska Radar M apoing and Digital O rthoim age Initiative will 
provide the necessary inform ation to achieve ihese goals in a prompt and economical 
manner.

Barney Uhart
President, CEO
Chugach Alaska Corporation



B e r i n q  S t r a w s  N a t i v e  C o R p o R A T i o i M

BOARD O F DIRECTORS RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION NUMBER 5-19-00-06

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE ALASKA DIGITAL ORTHOIM AGERY
INITIATIVE

WHEREAS, the Alaska Geographic Data Committee (AGDC) is proposing the Alaska Digital 
Orthoimagery Initiative, the goal o f which is to obtain funding to acquire digital orthoimageiy o f 
Alaska and have the imagery available via the Internet,

AND WHEREAS, the imagery will be on a five (5) meter resolution throughout the State of 
Alaska, with selected areas, including Native Villages and transportation corridors to a one (I) 
meter resolution,

AND WHEREAS, Bering Straits Native Corporation (BSNC), its member Village Corporations 
are the laigest private land owners on the Seward Peninsula, owning over two million acres,. the 
imagery will provide BSNC and its Village Corporations the management tools necessary' to 
make informed decisions through the analysis of digital orthoimagery 'o cany' out planned 
resource exploration and development, assess existing land uses and plan for future uses,

AND W H EREA S, the imagery will provide government agencies the reference tools necessary' to 
expedite the land transfer program within the State o f Alaska, including validating Native 
allotment locations, develop plans for survey of ANCSA lands, identify optimal location of 
public access needs, identify easement conflicts and the rehabilitation o f  over used public access 
trails reserved through Native lands,

AND WHEREAS, current maps and imagery in Alaska are outdated and of limited usefulness. 
USGS topographic maps are nearly fifty years old and imagery throughout the state o f Alaska 
was produced in the late 1970's and early 1980’s,

AND WHEREAS, current technological advances within Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
will make the digital orthoimagery the most important base layer o f information that will be 
available to all users of GIS technology.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Bering Straits Native Corporation Board of 
Directors fully support the Digital Orthoimagery Initiative and request the Congress o f the United 
States to fund this important initiative for the benefit of the State o f Alaska and the Nation.

Passed at a meeting held:_____ >̂ '  / j~  DO________________
Date

ATTEST:
Secretary

P.O. Box 1008 • Nome, Alaska 99762 • (9 07 ) 443 -5252  •  FAX (9 07 ) 443 -2985
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G u st C . P a n o s
C h a irp e rson , D ig ita l O rth opho to  Subcom m ittee  
A la ska  G e og rap h ic  D a ta  C om m ittee 
2 2 2  W . 7 th A venue , # 1 3  
A n cho rag e , A K  9 9 5 1 3 -7 5 9 9

D e a r Mr. P a n o s ,
A htna , Inc. w ou ld  like to in fo rm  you  o f  o u r e n d o rsem en t o f  the A la ska  O r lh o im ag e ry  
Initiative.
Ahtna h a s  m any  a re a s  in o u r va riou s  bu s in e ss  lin es a s  w ell a s  o u r land  m an agem en t 
a re a  that w ou ld  bene fit g rea t ly  from  this Initiative.
A htna h a s  recen tly  em p lo yed  a  G e og raph ic  In fo rm ation  S y s tem  (G IS )  to be tte r m an ag e  
o u r da ily  b u s in e s s  ac tiv ities . W e  w e re  am a zed  to d isc o v e r that the in fo rm ation  w e a re  
build ing o u r  s y s tem  on  is v e ry  ou td a ted . T he  U S G S  topog raph ic  m ap s  a re  rough ly  4 0  
y e a rs  o ld , the ae ria l ph o tog raph y , if a v a ila b le , is tw enty y e a rs  o ld  and  the digital 
e le v a tion  d a ta  is in accu ra te  and  c o a rs e .
W e  b e lie v e  that this new  digital o rth o im age ry  and  digital e le va tion  da ta  w ou ld  g o  a long 
w ays tow ard provid ing the fram ew o rk  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  o u r g e og rap h ic  in fo rm ation . T he  
b a se  d a ta  p ro v id e s  the g e og rap h ic  in fo rm ation  to build o u r o th e r da ta  la y e rs  on  to 
reg is te r the da ta  and  to p e rfo rm  da ta  an a ly s is .
T he A la ska  G e og ra p h ic  D a ta  C om m ittee  (A G D C ) h a s  d o n e  an  e x ce lle n t jo b  o f 
identifying the n e e d s  o f  the v a riou s  g o ve rnm en t a g en c ie s  and the p riva te  se c to r , 
includ ing th e  N ative c o rp o ra t io n s . T he  A la ska  D igita l O rth o im age ry  Initiative will g rea t ly  
bene fit A htna , Inc. an d  A la sk a , and  w e p rov ide it o u r full support.

V ictoria P re c ie
G IS / IS  M anage r

1760 Abbotl Rd. • Anchorage. AK 99507 
Phone: (907) 522-3638 • Fax: (907) 522-6228



Anchorage 0!!ice • 301 Arctic Slope Avenue • Suite 300 ♦ Anchorage* Alaska* 995 >0-3035 » (907)349-2369 * FAX (907) 349 5476 • 1-800-770-27721

arctic slope 
reqionai corp.

5/22/2000
Gust C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 W. 7th Avenue, #13 
Anchorage. Alaska 99513-7599

Dear Mr. Panos:

As one o f  the largest private landholders in the State o f  Alaska, Arctic Slope Regional 
Corporation (ASRC) fully supports the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative. ASRC 
uses Geographic Information System (GIS) technology to manage our five m illion acre 
land base on the remote North Slope o f  Alaska. Area-wide Digital O rthoim agery would 
be a critical new base layer used to tie our resource database to a single high quality 
com mon base layer.
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In our region, the U.S. Geological Survey maps that are currently available are in 
desperate need o f  updating. This new project would be a giant step towards gaining the 
current data we need in our area to properly manage our lands.

C o rp o ra te  H e a d q u a r te r s P .O . B ox 1 2 9  •  B a r ro w  •  A la sk a  •  9 9 7 2 3 -0 1 2 9 (9071 8 5 2 -8 5 3 3  o r  (9 0 7 ) 8 5 2 -8 6 3 3 F. ,X (9 0 7 ) 8 5 2 -5 7 3 3



O ur high priority area would be what we call the W estern Arctic. (The area from Point 
Lay to Point Hope and over to the National Petroleum Reserve - A laska) This area 
provides the highest potential for resource developm ent and therefore em ploym ent lor 
our local population.

Infrastructure developm ent at the village level and natural resource m anagem ent at the 
regional level will be greatly enhanced with the addition on this Digital Orthoim agery. 
W e believe the Initiative will be o f  great benefit to ASRC and we provide it our full 
endorsement.

Sincerely,

S  / - •
^  ^  A

Erik Kenning A '
Land D epartm ent
Arctic Slope Regional Corporation



Bristol Bay
Native Corporation En r ich in g  Our N a t iv e  W s y  o f L it e

800 Cordova Slreet, Suite 200 / Anchorage. Alaska 99501-6299 / (907) 278-3602 / fax (907) 276-3924

June 20, 2000

Gus Panos, Chair 
Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 W. 7th Avenue #13 
Anchorage, AK 99513-7599

Subject: BBNC’s Support for the AG DC’s Alaska Digital
Orthoimagery Initiative

Dear Mr. Panos:

Thank you for the opportunity to partner with the broad spectrum of private 
and public sector representatives who recognize that Alaska is being left 
out of the national mapping system. Our current maps are based on 
Korean W ar era data, don’t meet national standards, and are increasingly 
inadequate for resource management decision-making.

Alaska’s statewide aerial photo base, which is also dated, contains many 
coverage-holidays that co"id be remedied by utilizing current technology. 
Bristol Bay Native Corpora..on (BBNC) commends the broad-based Alaska 
Geographic Data Committee for recognizing these problems and crafting 
the specifications for a solution.

Since 1992, BBNC has been constructing AutoCAD base maps for each of 
our 29 Bristol Bay villages. We identified 3 “Phases” in this effort: Phase I 
shows the topography around a particular village and the respective 
ANCSA village corporation’s land selections and conveyances; Phase il 
incorporates the third-party inholdings (e.g., Native allotments, town sites, 
and ANCSA 14(c) reconveyances); and Phase III assimilates Phases I and 
II into a geographical information system (GIS).

All 29 of our villages have completed Phase II, and 8 have (or soon 
have) completed Phase III. We believe that, if and when it becomes 
available, orthoimagery should make a valuable addition to our GIS’s. 
Though ANCSA corporations were chartered to be for-profit corporations,



Gus Fanos, AGDC 
Page 2

most of them have been trying to strike a balance between profitable 
natural-resource management and cultural resource preservation (including 
subsistence). New and improved orthoimagery data should help 
immensely with these dual efforts.

We appreciate the opportunity to weigh in on the matter. If you have any 
questions, please call me at 265-7831.

Sincerely,

Tom Hawkins
Sr. Vice-President & COO



P.O. BOX 49 / KOTZEBUE. ALASKA 09752 / (907) 442-3301 /  FAX (907) 442-2865
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With guidance ami support ^  G ust Panos 
from Eiders,! teach my 
children these Inupiaq Values:

Respect for Elders 

Knowledge of Language 

tm  for Child, en 

Knowledge of Family Tiee 

Respect for Others 

Responsibility to Tribe 

Respect for Nature 

Hunter Success 

Domestic Skills 

Family Roles 

Sharing 

Cooperation 

Humility 

Mid Conflict 

Hard Work

Chairperson, D igital Orthoim agery Subcommittee 
A laska G eographic D ata Committee 
222 W est 7 Avenue, Suite #13 
A nchorage, A laska 97513-7599

D ear Mr. Panos:

The N A N A  Regional Corporation would like to lend its support and endorsem ent 
to the A laska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative. Having current and reliable 
geographic inform ation is very im portant for infrastructure developm ent for the 
11 villages in the N A N A  region and to carry out natural resource m anagem ent
throughout the.Northwest Arctic region.

. .

H aving new digitai orthoimagery would greatly enhance our Geographic 
Inform ation System and provide critical updates to U.S. Geographic topographic 
maps that are over forty years old and statewide aerial photography, w hich is 
twenty years old. W e need to have accurate base maps to effectively manage our 
lands.

Thank you again for this opportunity to submit this letter in support o f  the 
com m ittee and the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative.

Sincerely,

46
Charlie A. Curtis 
President and CEO

Humor

Spm'uality



A iu e s k a  p i p e l i n e
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June 22, 2000 APSC Ltr No. 00-15932

Gust C. Panos
Chair, Digital O rthophoto Subcom m ittee 
Alaska G eographic Data Com m ittee 
222 W. 7 lh Ave, #13 
Anchorage, AK  99513-7599

Dear Mr. Panos,

The A lyeska Pipeline Service Com pany would like lo lend its endorsem ent to the Alaska Digital 
Orthoim agery Initiative. The availability o f  current, reliable geographic inform ation would 
enhance our m anagem ent o f the TransA Iaska Pipeline and our Oil Spill Contingency Plan.
While we do not currently em ploy Geographic Information System  (GIS) technology to gather, 
display and analyze inform ation, we recognize its importance as a planning, analysis and 
communication tool. W e consider accurate orthoim ageiy and digital elevation data to be the 
foundation layers necessary for us to fully utilize GIS.

Alaska’s U.S.GeoIogicul topographic maps are over forty years old with no plan to update or 
replace them. Further, these maps are not orthoreferenced making them difficult to incorporate 
with today’s precision data gathered using GPS. The existence of accurate, com mon base layers 
that data can be extracted from and registered to is critical to the success o f any GIS system. We 
believe the updated data provided by the Digital Orthoim agery Initiative will significantly 
improve the reliability o f geographic information essential to the m anagem ent o f both public and 
private assets along the TransA Iaska Pipeline.

The Alaska G eographic Data Com m ittee (AGDC) is com m ended for its outreach efforts in 
fostering partnerships and determ ining com mon needs among the private sector, Native 
Corporations, and local, state and federal agencies. We believe the Initiative is o f great value to 
the State of A laska and its citizens and we provide it our full endorsem ent.

Respectfully,

4 4

Robert I. Shoaf 
Vice President 
JPO Relations



PHILLIPS Alaska, Inc.
A Subsidiary ot PHILLIPS PETROLEUM COMPANY 

P.O BOX 100360
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99510-0360

June 8, 2000

Mr. G ust C. Panos
Chairperson, D igital Orthophoto Subcomm ittee 
A laska G eographic D ata Com m ittee 
Bureau o f  Land M anagem ent 
U. S. D epartm ent o f  the Interior 
222 W est Seventh Avenue, #13 
A nchorage, AK  99513-7599

Subject: A laska Digital O rthoim agery Initiative

D ear Mr. Panos:

On behalf o f  Phillips Alaska, Inc., I am please to add m y endorsem ent to the A laska Digital 
O rthoim agery Initiative. W e believe the proposed product developed by the Alaska 
G eographic D ata Com m ittee (AGDC) w ould be o f  significant benefit to the residents and 
industry within Alaska.

W e are actively involved in the exploration and developm ent o f  oil and gas resources w ithin 
the A laska North Slope and Cook Inlet regions. To achieve our objective in a  cost effective 
and environm entally sensitive manner, w e depend upon access to accurate and up-to-date 
topographic, hydrological and land usage maps. Because o f  the size and rem oteness o f  
Alaska, it is currently not possible to refer to publicly available maps covering the entire state 
in the detail w e would prefer. The proposed project would certainly assist in our business o f  
responsible, resource developm ent upon which the State and residents depend.

Phillips A laska, Inc. fully supports the efforts o f  AGDC to secure the federal funding 
necessary for the Alaska Digital O rthoim agery Initiative. W e look forward to the approval o f  
this project.

Sincerely,

M ichael A. Richtei 
Vice President 
Exploration and Land

<tiiiiups5g|

PHILLIPS A laska, Inc. Is a  Subsld iaiy  o f PHILLIPS PETROLEUM  COMPANY



BP EXPLORATION BP E xp lom ion  (A lasto / Inc. 
900  E ast B en so n  bou levard  
P.O. Box l W -  
A nchorage. A laska 99519-6612 
(907) 561-5111

May 22, 2000

Gust Panos, Chairman 
Digital Orthoim agcry Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Comm ittee 
4230 University Drive, Suite 230 
Anchorage. AK 99508

Dear Mr. Panos:

I am pleased to add my endorsement to the Alaska Digital Orthoim ageiy Initiative. As you 
know, BPXA is engaged in the business o f responsible exploration and developm ent o f A laska’s 
North Slope oil and gas resources. In this context, we are constantly in need o f the most accurate 
mapping data available to provide the basis for ongoing exploration and development decisions 
(e.g. drillpads. ice roads, pipelines, etc.). Existing orthoimagery on the North Slope is generally 
of poor quality, out-of-date, and does not meet national map accuracy standards. O ur 
understanding is that the A laska Digital Orthoimagcry Initiative would help resolve this situation 
by providing new statewide high-resolution digital satellite imagery in full com pliance with the 
nationa' map accuracy standards.

I applaud and strongly support efforts by the Alaska Geographic Data Comm ittee to secure the 
federal funding necessary for the Alaska Digital Orthoimagcry Initiative to com plete a new 
com prehensive statewide digital orthoimagery data base that can be used and relied upon by both 
public and private interests.

Sincerely yours.

F.X. O ’Keefe 
Business Unit Leader, 
Alaska Exploration

Part of the BP Amoco Group



G ust Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
A laska G eographic Data Com m ittee 
222 W est 7lh Avenue, #13 
A nchorage, AK 9 9 5 13-7599

D ear Mr. Panos,

URS Corporation’s A laska office would like to lend its endorsem ent to the A laska Digital 
O rthoim agery Initiative. The use o f  current and reliable geographic inform ation has b ^ o m e  
an im portant part o f  our business operations. W e consider orthoim agery to be a foundation 
layer in the fram ework o f  geographic inform ation necessary for the utilization of geographic 
inform ation system analyses.

A laska’s United States G eological Topographic maps are forty years old and statew ide aerial 
photography is variable in age. These two major sources o f  base geographic inform ation do 
not adequately represent the changing landscape in A laska. New digital orthoim agery would 
go far in alleviating the critical shortage o f  current and reliable geographic inform ation in 
Alaska.

The Alaska Geographic C om m ittee’s Initiative will help the private sector, Native 
com m unities, and local, state, and federal agencies. Wc believe the Initiative is o f  great value 
and provide it our full endorsement.

Sincerely,

Joyce Bowers 
Biologist

URS C o rp o ra tio n
3 5 0 1  D enali S tr e e t .  S u ite  1 0 1
A n ch o rag e . AK 9 9 5 0 3  A 0 3 9



May 22, 2000 

Mr. Gust Panos
Digital Orthoimagcry Subcommittee Chairperson
AGDC
Room 230
University Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Dear Mr. Panos:

We at AcroMap would like to express our genuine support for the Alaska Digital Orthoimage 
Initiative. AeroMap U.S. is a private mapping firm in Alaska with a 40-year history o f  service to 
Federal, State, and Municipal agencies as well as private surveyors, engineers and planners 
working to build new infrastructure in Alaska. In addition, our clients include large and small 
mining companies, oil and gas developers, and land and timber managers all across the state.

AeroMap uses USGS quad maps for planning to make new maps of higher resolution and 
accuracy. We have relied upon the 1:63,360 15-minute quadrangle series maps since we began 
business 40 years ago. Though they have served us well, these maps are seriously outdated. In 
some locations, it becomes very challenging to locate oneself on a map due to changes that have 
occurred, yet we must plan new photography missions and new mapping based upon this '‘best 
available” geographic information.

This Initiative represents the best plan for updating and upgrading resolution and reliability of the 
basic planning maps for the entire state. While other states have enjoyed the accuracy and 
reliability o f larger scale maps for many years, Alaska has had to struggle with small-scale maps 
that do not even meet the National Map Accuracy Standards. It is time that we have decent maps 
to use for the reasonable development o f resources that are relied uron by the entire nation.

Very truly yours

Robert M. Schweitzer, PI.S/G* 
Vice President

2014 MERRILL FIELD DRIVE • ANCHORAGE, ALASKA • 99501-4116 - (907)272-4495 . FAX (907) 274-3265



Racal PeEagos gg 
 1

R aca t P e la g o s ,  Inc.
R ac a l P cIi' ros,  In c .  543 4  Ruffin R oad
911 W est 8*  A venue. Suite  2 08  S an  D iego, CA 92123
A nchorage, A K  99501 Telephone: (858) 292-8922
T elephone: (9 0 7 ) 2 5 8 -1 7 9 9  Filx: (8b8) 292-5308
Fax: (907 ) 258 -3422

June 1 ,2000

Mr. G ust C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthopnoto Subcommittee 
A laska Geographic D ata Com m ittee 
222 W 7th Avenue, Box 13 
Anchorage, A laska 99513

Dear Gust:

I am writing to endorse the Alaska Digital Orthoim agery Initiative as drafted by the 
A laska Geographic Data Committee. This initiative can provide an effective m eans for 
improving the quality o f  statewide land based m apping through high-resolution digital 
orthoimagery and enhanced digital elevation data. As a  past m em ber o f  the Alaska Geographic 
Data Comm ittee, I appreciate the needs for accurate orthoim agery and digital elevation data to 
meet public and private applications. Now, as a m em ber o f  the private sector, I support the 
efficacy o f  having access to publicly accessible up-to-date digital m apping information for 
project planning and management in Alaska. I also appreciate that the magnitude o f  this 
p oject will require close cooperation and contracting with the private sector.

Racal Pelagos, Inc. is an internationally affiliated surveying and mapping firm with 
long-term contracts in Alaska. These contracts require com pleting projects that merge with 
existing maps. Often, because o f  the age o f  existing data, com plexities in geo-referencing, and 
datum  shifts, jo ining new surveys with old data results in additional work. The A laska Digital 
Orthoim agery Initiative provides an approach to resolve the land-side challenges and increase 
eulciency.

Thank you for recognizing Racal Pelagos. Inc. endorsem ent o f  the A laska Digital 
O rthoim agery Initiative. I f  I can answer any questions, please contact me at 907-259-1799.

E ta s a a

A laska M anager B usiness D evelopm ent

■
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Mr. Gust Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthoplioto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geograpliic Data Committee 
222 W. 7U' Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, AK 99513-7599

RE: Alaska Digital Orthoimagcry Initiative

Dear Mr. Panos:

Evergreen Helicopters of Alaska, fnc. (EHA) appreciates the opportunity to provide this letter of 
support for the efforts of the Alaska Geographic Data Committee, and particularly the overall concept and 
technical standards that arc essential parts of its Alaska Digital Orthoimagcry Initiative.

EHA has been a supplier of fixed and rotary wing platform solutions to the geophysical, survey 
and mapping industries in Alaska since 1963. During our 37 years in this business, we have seen steady, 
but incremental improvements both in technology anu in data collected/mapping produced. However, as a 
consumer of mapping products in Alaska., we see a definite need for significantly more mapping products 
showing more and better imagery and elevation data.

Based on llie imagery and elevation objectives of the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative, there 
will be significant improvements in maps of Alaska. Such data and products will improve the efficiency 
and safety of conducting transportation, trade and commerce in the state. This is especially important to 
EHA’s many bush and Alaska Native customers.

As an active part of one the industries in Alaska supporting mapping data acquisition, 
interpretation, analysis and production, EHA stands ready, willing and able to perform the work that needs 
to be done to achieve the objectives of the Initiative.

Again, thank you for this opportunity to submit tjhis letter I i support of the Committee and the 
Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative.



M arch 1, 2001

Gust C. Panos
Chairman, Digital Orthoimagcry Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 W. 71" Avenue, Box 13 
Anchorage, AK 99513

Dear Mr. Panos:

GeoNorth is happy to lend its endorsement to the Alaska Digital Orthoim agery Initiative. 
As a longtime Alaska GIS firm, GeoNorth understands the importance o f  accurate and 
timely Geographic data - including digital orthoimagery.

A laska’s U.S. Geological Survey topographic maps are over forty years old and are based 
on 1950’s technology. The advancements in orthoimagery technology over the last few 
years now make it feasible to provide up to date, high quality, digital orthoim agery and 
elevation data to all statewide users o f  GIS data.

GeoNorth is an avid user o f  Alaska GIS data as many o f  our projects involve 
incorporating this data into our applications and commercial products. We are very 
pleased that the Digital O rthoim agery Subcommittee recognizes this as a priority. The 
benefit o f  this Initiative will be shared by all the citizens o f  Alaska including those 
individuals and agencies interested in economic development, natural resource 
management, and environm ental and habitat research.

AGDC is to be commended for fostering partnerships among Alaska GIS stakeholders 
including Native Corporations, State and Federal Agencies, Local and Munici, al 
government, and the private sector.

Again, I am pleased offer our endorsement for this Initiative and we would be happy to 
assist the subcommittee in any way we can.

Sincerely,

G e o N o r tM X C .

Brian Minster 
President

a

a

INTERNET • GIS • DATABASE

2121 A b b o tt  R oad  
Suite  202
A n ch o ra g e ,A lask a  99S 07

Tel: 90 7  677  IS00 
Fax: 90 7  677  1502 
w w w .g e o n o rth .co m

Value through 
integration and innovation

a

http://www.geonorth.com


S O T
DEPT. OF ENVIRONM ENTAL CONSERVATION

OFFICE OF TH E C O M M ISSIO N E R  j

410 Willoughby Avc., Ste 105 
Juneau, AK 99801-1795 
PHONE: (907) 465-5065 
FAX: (907)465-5070 
http://www.state.ak.us/dec/

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

February 7, 2001

The Honorable Randy Phillips 
A laska State Senate 
State Capitol. Room  103 
Juneau. AK 99801

D ear Senator Phillips:

I was surprised by the suggestion in your January 22, 2001 letter that progress on the federal 
funding proposal for the A laska Digital O rthoim agery Initiative is “stagnant due to lack o f  
w ritten support from the D epartm ent.” The D epartm ent o f  Environm ental Conservation has 
expressed its support o f  the A laska Digital O rthoim agery Initiative as a m em ber o f  the A laska 
Geographic D ata Com m ittee that sponsored the Initiative. DEC is also a m em ber o f  the A laska 
Land M anagers Forum  which w rote a  letter o f  support last sum m er signed by L ieutenant 
G overnor Fran U lm er on behalf o f  all state m em bers (attached).

Until your letter, no one related to the project had contacted me or requested an additional, 
individual letter o f  support beyond that which we have already provided. I have taken your 
letter as such a request and will send a letter restating our support.

Sincerely,

Com m issioner

cc: G ust C. Panos

H ea lthy  P eople, H ea lthy  E nvironm ent

http://www.state.ak.us/dec/


Office of the Commissioner
550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1770 • Anchorage, A laska 99501-3510 
Telephone; (907) 269-8100 • Fax: (907) 269-8127 
Website: www.dced.state.ak.us

February 9, 2001

Mr. G ust Patios, Chairperson 
Digital O rthophoto Subcomm ittee 
A laska Geographic Data Comm ittee 
222 W est Seventh Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, AK 99513-7599

D ear Mr. Panos:

The D epartm ent o f Com m unity and Economic D evelopm ent (DCED) would like to express 
its support for the Alaska Digital Orthoim agery Initiative. D CED  believes that there are 
many private and public sector benefits to be realized with the creation of the new imagery.

The D C E D ’s overall mission is to promote healthy econom ies and strong com m unities. 
Reliable and current base m apping is an im portant elem ent to econom ic and resource 
developm ent. The im agery would also provide benefits for com m unity developm ent and 
public safety.

The A laska G eographic Data Committee (AGDC) has done a great jo b  in fostering 
partnerships am ong State and Federal agencies that com pile and m anage geographic 
inform ation for Alaska. As every year goes by we believe that the A G D C and its m em ber 
agencies and groups continue to improve the coordination and wise use o f resources to 
assem ble geographic information that can be shared am ongst private and public sector use;rs.

W e agree that Lhe Alaska Digital Orthoimagery is an im portant step in im proving the base o f 
A laska’s mapping inform ation and as such support federal funding to m ake this initiative 
possible.

Sincerely

I
Com m issioner

"P rom oting  a h e a lth y  e c o n o m y  a n d  strong  co m m u n itie s"

http://www.dced.state.ak.us
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D epartm ent of L abor and W orkforce Development

O F F I C E  O F  THE C O M M I S S I O N E R

Tony Knowles, Governor

P.O. B ox  2 1149  
Juneau , A K  99802 -1149  
Phone: (907 )465 -2700  
Fax: (9 0 7 )4 6 5 -2 7 8 4

January 29, 2001

Gust C. Panos, Chairperson 
Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 W. Seventh Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, AK 99513-7599

Dear Mr. Panos:

The U.S. Geological Survey has identified the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery 
Initiative as a high priority.

The Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development is the cooperative 
state representative with the U.S. Census Bureau for census geography. As such, 
we agree that this is a vital first step to improving the accuracy of Alaska maps 
and support federal funding to make this initiative possible.

Sincerely,

Ed Flanagan, Commissioner

cc: Senator Randy Phillips
Christopher Miller, Chief, Research and Analysis 
Paul Brooks, Aeromap



D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

0 f4O O  WILLOUGHBY AVENUE 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1796 
PHONE: (907) 465-2400
FAX: (907) 465-3886

□ 550 WEST 7™ AVENUE, SUITE 1400 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501-3650 
PHONE: (907) 269-8431
PAX: (907) 269-8918

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

February 9, 2001

Randy P hillips 
A laska State Legislature 
State C apitol (M S 3100)
Juneau, A laska 99801-1182

D ear S enator Phillips:

Thank you fo r the letter on the A laska G eographic D ata C om m ittee O rthoim agery Initiative. I 
appreciate your concern for federal funding o f  digital elevation m odeling and orthoim agery efforts 
in A ask a . W e w ould  all like to have better topographic data and orthoim agery for A laska.

It is m y understanding that this year the U. S. G eological Survey (USGS) has included  an 
approxim ately $6 M M  Initiative in  their federal FFY02 budget subm ittal to C ongress for the Alaska 
O rthoim agery Initiative. I also understand other Interior D epartm ent agencies m ay supplem ent this 
request. A s part o f  die norm al federal budget process, this Initiative is now  progressing through the 
various steps that are required o f  all federal budgets. D N R  applauds the federal recognition o f  the 
shortcom ings o f  topographic elevation data and orthoim agery in  A laska and w e certainly support the 
funding effort they are m aking to address the issue.

This in itia tive is becom ing a part o f  the President’s budget and funding has already been officially 
requested. Endorsem ents w ill probably not affect the outcom e o f  this initiative in the federal Office 
o f  M anagem ent and B udget one w ay or the other and i f  the Initiative reaches the Senate 
A ppropriations Com m ittee, I  believe the chances are good that it will receive favorable 
consideration.

DNR supports the w ork that the A laska Geologic D ata C om m ittee is doing to b ring  this m atter to 
the attention o f  the USGS N ational M apping D ivision at the national level.

I

0

I

I
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
HABITAT AND RESTORATION DIVISION /

P .O .  B O X 2 5 5 2 6  

J U N E A U  A L A S K A  9 9 8 0 2 -5 5 2 6  

P H O N E : ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 4 1 0 5 / 4 1 2 5  

P A X : ( 5 0 7 )  4 6 5 -4 7 5 9

February 23, 2001

Mr. Gus Panos
Chairperson, Digital O rthoim agery Si’bccrem ittee 
A laska G eographic D ata Committee 
Bureau o f  Land M aoaeem ent-A K 924 
222 W est 7th. Ave., Box 13 
Anchorage, AK  99513

Dear Mr. Panos:

Re: Support for A laska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative

I w ish to com m end you for your effort on the Alaska Digital O rthoim agery Initiative. We 
believe this A laska Geographic D ata Comm ittee (AGDC) undertaking w ill contribute immensely 
to a wide spectrum  o f  A laskan agencies seeking to use both geographic and cartographic 
information.

Our need for orthoim agery maps is statewide, and continues to grow. W e view the initiative as a 
step in a very positive direction. The Alaska D epartm ent o f  Fish and Gam e (ADF& G ) has 
benefited enorm ously from the overlays and analyses o f  electronic maps, and can derive many 
potential benefits from the orthoimagery map layers. W ithin the D ivision o f  Habitat and 
Restoration w e have a continual need to monitor and protect our fish-bearing stream s, assess and 
plan for the restoration o f  habitat, and mitigate other impacts to fish habitat. Any future 
production o f  the orthoim ageiy maps should greatly enhance the planning and decision-m aking 
ability o f  ou r m anagem ent staff.

Please accept this letter a strong affirmation o f  support for your mapping initiative.

D irector

cc: Rob Bosworth, ADF& G/CO Tim Haverland, ADF& G/CF
Frank W allis, ADF& G/H& R



T O N Y  K N O W L E S ,  G O V E R N O R

3 1 3 2  C H A N N E L  D R IV E  

JU N E A U , A L A S K A  9 9 8 0 1 -7 8 9 8

T E X T :  ( 9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -3 6 5 2

F A X : ( 9 0 7 )5 8 6 -8 3 6 5

P H O N E : (9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -3 9 0 0

March 12, 2001

Mr. Panos, Chairperson 
Digital Orthoimagcry 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
Bureau o f  Land M anagem ent -  AK924 
222 W est 7,h Ave., Box 13 
Anchorage, AK 99513

Dear Mr. Panos:

Please accept this letter as the Departm ent o f  T '• nspurtation and Public Facilities endorsem ent 
and full support for the A laska Digital O rthoim ab Initiative. The D epartm ent feels that a 
project o f this type and scope is long overdue, and the obvious benefits to us as well as other 
federal, state, local and private agencies are apparent.

We have recognized A laska’s lack o f  base data and continually find ourselves frustrated by the 
data that is available due to its age or form. We have put a considerable amount o f  effort and 
funding into various projects throughout the years in an effort to alleviate the state’s lack o f  data.
These efforts, although useful, either fell short or stalled due to funding and support or they were 
a piece mill patch to a statewide shortcoming. Your efforts and those o f  the Alaska Geographic 
Data Committee (AGDC), should be commended for bringing together the different agencies 
around the state, identifying the need, and developing and proposing a solution for data 
acquisition. Recently we have committed to a multiyear collection and maintenance effort o f  the 
transportation infrastructure and features using Differential Global Positioning Systems (DGPS).
The Digital Orthoim ageiy Initiative would greatly enhance and compliment our DGPS effort and 
assist us in our data processing. The product o f  this Initiative would benefit numerous divisions 
and sections throughout the departm ent and assist staff in our efforts to meet our goals o f  
improving the quality o f  life for Alaskans by cost effectively providing, operating and 
maintaining safe, environm entally sound and reliable transportation systems and public facilities.

We feel that the new Digital Orthoim ageiy Initiative is a necessary and crucial step in the direction o f 
alleviating the shortage or lack o f  current and accurate Geographic Information for Alaska. It will 
also serve as an effort in providing Alaska the kind o f  digital coverage and standards o f  base data 
enjoyed by the rest o f  the nation. It is an important and effective step in improving the quality o f  
statewide data and again we offer you our strong affirm ation o f  support for this Initiative.

Joseph L. Perkins, P.E. 
Commissioner

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C O M M IS S IO N E R

cc: Senator Randy Phillips, A laska State Legislature



J a n u a r y  2 9 ,  2 0 0 1  

G u s t  P a n o s

C h a i r p e r s o n ,  D ig i t a l  O r t h o p h o t o  S u b c o m m i t t e e  

A la s k a  G e o g r a p h i c  D a t a  C o m m i t t e e

2 2 2  W e s t  7 l  V e n u e ,  # 1 3  P a lm e r  R e s e a rc h  C e n te r

A n c h o r a g e ,  A la s k a  9 9 5 1 3 - 7 5 9 9  5 3 3  E . F ire w e e d  A v e n u e
P a lm e r, A la s k a  9 9645

R E :  E n d o r s e m e n t  o f  A la s k a  D ig i t a l  <9 0 7 > 7 4 6 ‘ 9 4 S 9  ’ F A X :  <9 0 7 >7 4 6 ' 2 6 77

O r t h o im a g e r y  I n i t i a t i v e

D e a r  M r .  P a n o s :

T h e  4 - H  F i s h e r ie s  a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e  P r o g r a m  a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y '  

o f  A la s k a  F a i r b a n k s  C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s io n  S e r v ic e  i s  p le a s e d  t o  e n d o r s e  t h e  

A la s k a  D ig i t a l  O r t h o im a g e r y  I n i t i a t i v e .  O u r  p r o g r a m  w o r k s  w i t h  o v e r  6 0  r u r a l  

c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  A la s k a  t e a c h in g  s c i e n c e  a n d  m a t h  l i t e r a c y  t o  K - 1 2  s t u d e n t s  

u s in g  i n - c la s s r o o m  s a lm o n  in c u b a t o r s .  S t u d e n t s  b e c o m e  a w a r e  o f  a  w id e  

v a r i e t y  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  is s u e s  i n c lu d in g  w a t e r s h e d  m a n a g e m e n t ,  f i s h e r i e s  

b io lo g y ,  a q u a c u l t u r e  a n d  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r lo n g  p r o j e c t .  A  

f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  a n d  u s e  o f  m a p s  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  

p r o j e c t .  M o s t  o f  t h e  s c h o o ls  u s e  e x i s t in g  m a p p in g  d a t a  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  in  

A la s k a  w h i c h  t e n d s  t o  b e  v e r y  d a t e d  a n d  o f t e n  c o s t - p r o h i b i t e d  a n d  v a r i a b l e  in  

s c a l e .

W e  w o u ld  b e  e a g e r  t o  e m p lo y  t h e  n e w  s t a t e w id e  h ig h - r e s o lu t io n  d i g i t a l  

s a t e l l i t e  im a g e r y  t h a t  A D O I  p r o m is e s  t o  o u r  p a r t n e r  s c h o o ls .  W e  e n d o r s e  y o u r  

e f f o r t s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  f e d e r a l  f u n d in g  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a k e  t h i s  h a p p e n .

P l e a s e  k e e p  u s  i n f o r m e d  o f  y o u r  e f f o r t s  a n d  s u c c e s s  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  f o r w a r d  t h i s  

im o o r t a n t  n e w  w a y  o f  v ie w in g  a n d  t e a c h in g  a b o u t  A la s k a n  la n d s c a p e s  t o  r u r a l  

A la s k a n  t e a c h e r s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R e s o u r c e  f t

A l a s k a  C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s io n
COLLEGE OF RURAL ALASKA • UNIVERSITY OF A1ASKA FAIRBANKS

<r
P E T E R  J .  5 T O R T Z

E x t e n s io n  4 - H  F i s h e r ie s ,  N a t u r a l

Y o u t h  D e v e lo p m e n t  S p e c i a l i s t

A la s k a  C o o p e ra t iv e  E x ten s io n  • U n ive rs ity  o f A la s k a  Fa irb a n k s  &  U S D A  C o o p e ra t in g
www.uaf.edu/coop-ext

http://www.uaf.edu/coop-ext


National Digital Orthophoto Program
Bureau of Land Management
Farm Services Agency
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Natural Resources Conservation Service
National States Geographic Information Council
U.S. Forest Service
U.S. Geological Survey

Mr. Gust C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthoimagery Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
4230 University Drive 
Room 230
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Dear Mr. Panos:

On behalf o f the National Digital O rthophoto Program (NDOP) Steering Com m ittee, I'm writing 
to let you know the Steering Com m ittee endorses the Alaska Digital Orthoim agery Initiative. 
The initiative would provide a long-needed base map for statewide use by government agencies, 
native villages and the general public. This initiative com plem ents the Steering Com m ittee’s 
work o f fostering partnerships for acquiring digital orthoimagery, expanding the use o f gcodata, 
and providing common standards and technical direction.

The use o f current and reliable geographic information has become a business standard in local, 
stale, and federal government agencies as well as in the private sector. Orthoim agery is the 
foundation layer in a framework o f  geographic information which is necessary to manage and 
develop resources responsibly. It is the layer from which many types o f geographic information 
are extracted as well as geo-referenced to a location on the ground.

An excellent overview o f the Alaska Initiative was presented to the NDOP Com m ittee on 
January 26. 200J at our meeting in Austin. Texas. It became very apparent from the presentation 
that Alaska would greatly benefit from statewide digital orthoimagery coverage. A laska’s US 
Geological topographic maps tire forty years old , and statewide aerial photography is twenty 
years old. These two major sources o f base geographic information do not represent the 
changing landscape, or provide adequate support to A laska’s major programs. W e arc in 
agreement new digital orthoimagery would go far in alleviating the critical shortage o f current 
and reliable geographic information in Alaska.



The Alaska Geographic Data Com m ittee (AGDC) is commended for promoting partnerships, and 
determ ining the common needs among local, state, and federal agencies, Native corporations, and 
the private sector. The Alaska Digital Orthoim ageiy Initiative is a result o f the A G D C’s 
cooperative work. The spirit and purpose in which the Akiska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative 
was assembled certainly parallels the spirit o f  the NDOP Steering Committee.

The NDOP Steering Com m ittee strongly believes the Alaska Digital Orthoim ageiy Initiative is 
warranted and we provide it. our full endorsement. The com mittee wishes AGDC success in 
moving forward with this initiative, and extends an invitation to provide assistance if needed.

Best Regards,
George Rohaley
Presiding NDOP Chairperson
USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service

CC: Ed Hame, Bureau o f Land M anagement 
Glenn Bethel, Farm Services Agency 
John Gambel, Federal Emergency M anagem ent Agency 
Ted Koch, National States G eographic Information Council 
Bill Belton, U.S. Forest Service 
Dick Kieckner, U.S. Geological Survey



REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF

ENGINEER RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
WATERWAYS EXPERIMENT STATION. 3909 HALLS FERRY ROAD 

VICKSBURG, MISSISSIPPI 39180-6199

D EP A R TM EN T  OF  T H E  ARMY

CEERD-RV -Z 12 J u n e  2 0 0 0

COASTAL AND HYDRAULICS 
LABORATORY 
Walarvayj Eiporinunt Station 

3903 Halls Fairy Road 
VWuLuiftMS 39I80B I99

COLD RECiOfIS RESEARCH 
AHD ENGINEERING 
LABORATORY 
72Lymo Fkad 
Hanovw.NH 03755-1290

CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEERING RESEARCH 
LABORATORY 
P.O. Baa 9005 
Ctumpaign, IL 9182G-9CC5

EHVUTONUENTAL 
LABORATORY 
W xlnvn y i Exptim srt Station 
3909 Halts Feny Road 
VcKitm rj.M S 39190-6199

CEO TECHNICAL 
LABORATORY 
Wntaiwtyi Exparimant Station 
3909 Hals Fany Road 
VM utxjy .M S 33180-6199

INFORI1ATION
TECHNOLOGY LABORATORY 
Waterways Experiment Staliori 
3909 H als Fony Road 
Yiduburg.US 391600150

STRUCTURES LABORATORY 
Wataiways Experiment Station 
3909 Halo Forty Road 
Yldutiug. U S 39160-6199

TOPOGRAPHIC 
ENGINEERING CENTER 
7701 retagrapfi Road 
Alexandria, VA 22315-38M

Mr. Gust Panos
Chairman, Digital Orthoim jgery Subcommittee 
A laska Geographical Data Committee 
Bureau o f Land Management 
22 2  W. 7 th Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, AK 99513

Subject: A laska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative 

Dear Mr. Panos:

W e fully support the initiative to acquire high-resolution digital imagery 
o f the State o f A laska as developed by the A laska Geographical Data 
Committee (AGDC), on which the U.S. Army Corps o f Engineers,
A laska District is a member. The goal o f the initiative is to acquire digital 
imagery o f the entire state at a minimum o f 5-m resolution, and, for 
specific areas, 1-m resolution. This imagery will be made availab le to 
interested parties through the USGS and the University o f A laska 
Supercomputing Center.

The Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory, one o f the 
seven laboratories constituting the Corps of Engineers Engineering 
Research and Development Center (ERDC ), is an active participant in 
many projects in A laska through our offices in Fairbanks, Anchorage, 
as well as through our main laboratory in Hanover, NH. The availability 
o f current orthoimagery data would greatly enhance our ability to 
perform our mission in Alaska. W e anticipate significant benefits to our 
research and engineering programs, whether in the environmental 
arena, or on properties of snow, ice, and frozen ground, and whether 
fo r Civil W orks o r defense related projects from the type o f data that is 
envisioned. The acquisition of high resolution digital imagery o f Alaska 
will a lso be extremely useful to the projects o f the Corps o f Engineers 
Remote Sensing/G IS Center located at our main laboratory (POC : Mr. 
Andrew Bruzewicz). Finally, it will enhance our capability o f supporting 
the A laska District, Corps o f Engineers, in their mission.



Again, let me express our full support fo r this initiative as we look forward to 
utilizing this valuable scientific and planning resource when it becomes available 
in the near future.

Sincerely,

Barbara J. Sotirin, PhD 
Director
Cold Regions Research & 
Engineering Laboratory

Cc: Jerry Zuspan, CEPOA-EN -ES-SY



DEPARTMENT OF THE A IR FORCE 
PACIFIC AIR FORCES

Lieutenant General Thom as R. Case 
Commander, Eleventh A ir Force 
9480 Pease Ave Ste 101 
Elm endorf AFB AK  99506-2100

JUN 9 2000

Mr. Gust C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska G eographic Data Comm ittee 
222 W 7th Avenue 
Anchorage AK 99513-7599

Dear Mr. Panos

On behalf o f  the Eleventh Air Force, I fully endorse the A laska Digital O rthoinr .gery 
initiative. This initiative would provide a long-needed geographical map for statewide use by 
government agencies, native villages, and the general public. Furtherm ore, this initiative would 
foster interagency com m unication by providing a  single fixed reference m ap for integrating 
independent program s.

Current and reliable geographic information is beneficial for the developm ent o f  military 
exercises. K now ledge o f  terrain allows military planners to develop m ore effective and realistic 
training exercises. It also assists us in infrastructure developm ent ana enhances our management 
o f  natural resources. Furthermore, Alaskans will significantly benefit from statewide digital 
orthoim agery coverage. This initiative will be useful in planning for com m unity expansion and 
recreational enhancem ent.

I appreciate the effort the A laska Geographic Data Com m ittee (A GD C) has directed toward 
promoting partnerships between governmental agencies, native tribes and corporations, and the 
private sector. The Alaska Digital Orthoimagery initiative is a result o f  the A G D C ’s cooperative 
effort. We support continued efforts and progress in this initiative.

Sincerely

7 U-Q^x .

THOM AS R. CASE 
Lieutenant G eneral, USAF 
Com m ander



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20460

May 23,2000 OFFICE OF 
WATER

Gust C. Panos
Chairoerson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 W. 7th Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599

Dear Mr. Panos:

The EPA American Indian Environmental Office has a responsibility to develop a baseline 
characterization o f  environmental conditions for Alaska Tribes and native villages. Presently 134 
o f the 227 federally recognized Tribes and Villages in Alaska are receiving General Assistance 
Program (GAP) grants from our office, administrated through the EPA Region 10 Anchorage 
Operations Office in your building. We anticipate that even more Alaska Tribes will receive grants 
in FY 2001. GAP grants provide funding to help Tribes develop the capacity to manage and 
implement environmental programs.

As Tribes in Alaska develop their environmental capacity, baseline information on the 
present quality o f  their environment becomes extremely important for management and 
prioritization decisions. We believe your acquisition o f Digital Orthophoto coverages for Alaska 
can be a  valuable contribution to our tribal efforts. We would like to establish a  formal link with 
the Alaska Geographic Data Committee, to explore development o f  a tribal component to your 
activities which could target and provide services to Tribes as they become active in 
environmental and resource management activities. You will be hearing soon from our Baseline 
Assessment Coordinator, Dr. Ed Liu, about our interest in the Alaska Geographic Data 
Committee.

S{nrj»rv»lv

Ben Srnith, Acting Deputy Director 
American Indian Environmental Office

tnierrnt Address (URL)» http://Www.epa.90v 
R«eycl«<MtocyeWM» • Printed w in  VeflotObta o »  B aw d In l a  on R ecycled P a p e r (Minimum 30% Posteom um ef)

http://Www.epa.90v


o
U .S . D ep o rtm en t 
o f  Transportation

Federal Aviation 
Administration

Office of the Regional Administrator 
Alaskan Region

222 W est 7th Avenue, #14 
Anchorage, AK 99513-7587 
Phone: (907)271-5645 
Fax: (907) 271-5113

May 30, 2000

Mr. Gust C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 West 7th Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599
Dear Mr. Panos:
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), Alaskan Region, is pleased to endorse the 
concept of the Alaska Digital Or hoimagery Initiative. The FAA has many areas of 
responsibility across Alaska and the use of current and reliable geographic information 
has become a necessity as we move to capitalize our facilities and our daily business 
practices. Orthoimagery provides a foundation for establishment of an up-to-date 
system for tracking transportation facilities including airports and airways.
Currently, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is not planning to update their 
topological maps or aerial photos for Alaska. Existing maps and photos are between 
twenty to forty years old, and do not provide the level of information necessary for 
planning and supporting FAA programs and projects within Alaska. Orthoimagery, 
which can be used to generate accurate topological maps, would alleviate these 
problems. Unfortunately, FAA has not received and does not anticipate receiving 
funding that could be used in support of this project.
The Alaska Geographic Data Committee is commended for the effort it has put into 
identifying the effected community and working with them to develop a viable solution 
that will aid Federal, State, local, Native, and private sector entities. We expect great 
benefits for FAA, and the Alaskan community, from this effort, and we provide our full 
endorsement.
Sincerely,

R egional A dm inistrator



o
U.S. Department 
o f Transportation 
Federal Aviation 
Administration

Office of the Regional Administrator 
Alaskan Region

222 W est 7th A jn u e . #14 
Anchorage, AK 99513-7587 
Phone: (907)271-5645 
Fax: (907) 271-5113

Ja n u a ry  3, 2001 

Mr. G u s t  C . P a n o s
C h a irp e rso n , D ig ita l O rthopho to  Sub com m ittee  
A la s k a  G e o g ra p h ic  D a ta  C om m itte e  
B u reau  o f L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t 
222  W . 7th A v e .,# 1 3  
A n ch o ra g e , A K  9 9 513

D e a r  M r. P an o s :

The CAPSTONE program wholeheartedly endorses the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative. Aviation is 
critical to transportation in Alaska where airway facilities are scattered rather randomly across the expanse of 
Alaska in support of the aviation community. Unfortunately, the highway system in Alaska is not similarly 
distributed. With only about 38,400 square miles covered by connecting highways, about 586,000 square miles 
iias no interconnecting road system at all. In actuality, only 6% - 7% of the state is on connecting roads (and far 
less in the same area on the rail system). The remainder, 93% - 94%, is reached by air. The data generated by 
your project will be of significant use for aviation interests throughout the Alaska. Ultimately, applying data 
from this survey will translate to the basic ingredient urgently needed by Alaska’s aviation community: 
increased flight safety and efficiency for all users.

CAPSTONE is tasked to explore, test and prove emerging technology that is designed to lead the aviation 
industry and air traffic control into the 21s1 century. This program relies extensively on existing survey data to 
test new technology - using survey data gathered 40 years ago results in significant penalties in the application 
of this new technology in order to insure program application safety. With updated, accurate and certified 
survey information, instrument approach procedures, enroute ‘moving map’ technology, and minimum altitudes 
throughout the state will all be able to be refined to more accurate standards. Accurate terrain data means more 
accurate obstacle clearance when weather conditions require instrument flight in the clouds. This coupled with 
the technologies the CAPSTONE is currently exploring will result in the key goal: increased safety for the 
aviation community in Alaska.

Your mapping initiative has CAPSTONE support. The benefits to aviation in Alaska will be both immediate 
and far-reaching. We look forward to the day when we have accurate survey data to marry with the latest in 
aviation technology.

S in ce re ly ,



v  %
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Ati tospheric Administration
C o a s ta l S e rv ic e s  C en te r 
2234  S o u th  H o b so n  A ve n u e  
Cha r le s ton , Sou th  C a ro lin a  29 405 -24 13

December 21, 2000 

Mr. Gust C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Othoimagery Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
4230 University Drive, Room 230 
Anchorage, AK 99508

Dear Mr. Panos:

On behalf of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) Coastal Services 
Center (Center), I would like to express our support for the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery 
Initiative. This Initiative will allow for the production of high-resolution digital orthoimagery 
and digital elevation data representative of the current landscape throughout the entire state of 
Alaska. This type of geographic information is imperative for addressing land use, natural 
hazards, and resource management issues, which are also areas of interest to the Coastal Services 
Center.

The Coastal Services Center’s mission is to foster and sustain the envirO' .nental and economic 
well-being of the nation’s coasts by linking people, information, and technology. We are 
committed to bringing dependable information, technology, and services to the coastal resource 
management community. The Center is presently a partner in over 100 ongoing projects around 
the country, including Alaska, focused on resolving site specific coastal issues. Reliable digital 
geographic and spatial information are at the foundation of the services and tools we offer, and 
the Center recognizes the demand for such data in Alaska.

Please accept the Center’s full endorsement of the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative. We are 
enthusiastic about the prospect of new geospatial data being generated for Alaska and commend 
the Alaska Geographic Data Committee for it efforts in putting forth this Initiative.

Sincerely,

Anne H. Miglarese 
Branch Chief
Coastal Information Services

'v
Linking People, Resources and information

U R L  h ttp ://w w w .csc.noaa .gov/

National Ocean Service National Marine Fisheries Service National W eather S ervice 
Ocean and Atmospheric Research National Environmental Satellite Data Information Service

http://www.csc.noaa.gov/


% U N I T E D  S T A T E S  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M E R C Em n  x r*B u r e a u  o f  t h e  C e n s u s
3 Washington, DC 20233-00019

A P R  0 3 2000

Mr. G ust C. Panos
Chairperson for the D igital Orthoimagery Subcommittee 
A ’aska Geographic D ata  Committee 
4230 U niversity  Drive, Room 230 
Anchorage, A K  99508

Dear Mr. Panos:

The U .S . Census Bureau applauds the A laska D igital Orthoimagery Initia tive. As 
you know, the Topologically Integrated Geographic Encoding and Referencing 
(T IG E R) System , is the U .S . Census Bureau’s geospatial data base used to support 
the collection and tabulation o f data from censuses and statistical surveys. Roads, 
boundaries, and other inform ation in the T IG E R  data base are updated using tribal, 
state, and local geospatial inform ation provided to the U .S. Census Bureau by those 
who are w illing to work in partnership.

A laska provides unique challenges for sta tistica l activities due to its  widely 
dispersed population, lim ited transportation network, and its large land area.
When the U .S . Census Bureau built the T IG E R  data base during the early 1980s, 
there v/as no single, highly accurate source available to create the A laska feature 
network. A lthough Alaska state  and local geospatial inform ation was used to 
update the T IG E R  data base in preparation for Census 2000, i t  was a labor 
intensive process. The benefits o f having orthoimagery for A laska certainly w ill 
help alleviate th is  problem as all geospatial inform ation for A laska migrates to the 
same accurate coordinates based on the digital orthoimagery positioning. H aving 
multiple partners on the same coordinate base paves the way for simple digital file 
exchange for participation in U .S . Census Bureau programs, such as those for 
voting district and census tract delineation. A laska tribal, state, and local agencies 
will be able to contribute to the update and maintenance of the T IG E R  data base in 
a tim ely fashion w ith ou t duplication o f effort.

The U .S. Census Bureau endorses the A laska D ig ital Orthoimagery In itia tive  and 
commends the A laska Geographic D ata  Committee. The outreach efforts associated 
w ith  th is  in itia tive  and coordination w ith  the A laska Native corporations, boroughs, 
state, and federal agencies w ill help meet a broad spectrum o f needs.

Sincerely,

R O B E R T  W. M A R X  
Chief, Geography Division



:s Department of the Interior
N A T IO N ,V I. PARK. S E R V IC E  

2525 Cambell Slicirt, Room 107 
Ancliorago, Alaska 99503-2892

M A Y  2 4  2000
Mr. O ust C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Comm ittee 
222 W. 7th Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599

Dear Mr. Panos:

The National Park Service, A laska Regional Office (NPS) would like to endorse the Alaska 
Digital O rthoim agery Initiative. The NPS is responsible for 16 units in A laska which total over 
54.5 m illion acres. The s ta ff that manages these Parks, Preserves, M onum ents, and Wild and 
Scenic Rivers along with the visiting public would benefit greatly from the Initiative.

We have an established program that brings Geographic Inform ation System  (GIS) technology to 
NPS managers and technical staff. The availability and use o f  current and reliable geographic 
information ,s an absolute necessity for NPS in order to carry out its m ission. We consider 
orthoim agery and digital elevation data as one o f  the foundation layers in a framework o f  
geographic inform ation necessary for us to fully utilize GIS. This core layer o f  data would be 
used to extract m any types o f  geographic information and register new data.

A laska’s US Geological Topographic maps are forty years old, available aerial photography is 
twenty years old, and current digital elevation data is coarse and inaccurate. These major 
sources o f  base geographic inform ation do not represent the changing landscape or the current 
conditions. There are currently no plans in the future to update and replace US Geological 
Survey maps, obtain new imagery or generate new digital elevation data for Alaska. W e believe 
new digital orthoim agcry and digita! elevation data provided by the Digital O rthoim agery 
Initiative would go far in alleviating the critical shortage o f  current and reliable geographic 
information in Alaska.

The Alaska Geographic D ata Com m ittee (AGDC) has been a key player in fostering partnerships 
and determ ining the com m on needs among the private sector, N ative corporations, local, State, 
and Federal agencies. The AGDC is commended for its efforts. W e believe the Initiative will 
be o f  great benefit to NPS and Alaska and we provide it our full endorsem ent.

R egional D irector

United State

| \  KEf'f.VREFEKTO*



U N ITED  STATES 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  THE IN T E R IO R
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Alaska Region 
P.O. Box 25520 

Juneau, Alaska 99802-5520

May 30.2000

IN REPLY REFER TO

Chairperson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 W. T* Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599

Dear Mr. Panos:

The Bureau o f Indian Affairs, Alaska Regional Office (BIA) would like to lend its endorsement 
to the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative. The BIA has several areas o f responsibility in 
Alaska that could benefit from the Initiative. Our main land management responsibility is to 
help Alaska Natives owning restricted land, i.e. Native allotments and restricted townsite lots, to 
manage those lands. This inc ludes acquisition and disposal of the property, extinction of natural 
resources, leasing and permitting, granting of rights-of-way, etc. There are over 13,000 Native 
allotment parcels and 4,000 restricted townsite lots, covering 1.3 million acres.

We are beginning to incorporate Geographic Information System (GIS) technology into our daily 
business practices. The use of current and reliable geographic information will certainly enhance 
our ability to fu! fill our trust responsibility to Alaska Natives owning restricted land. BIA 
would use GIS to gather, display and analyze geographic information to assist in our 
management responsibilities.

The Alaska Geographic Data Committee (AGDC) has done and excellent job in fostering 
partnerships and determining the common needs among the private sector, Native corporations, 
local, state, and federal agencies. The AGDC is commended for its efforts. We believe the 
Initiative will be o f  great benefit to BIA and our clients in Alaska and we provide it our full 
endorsement.

Sincerely,

Regional Director

Gust C. Panos



United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

ALASKA STATE OFFICE 
222 W. 7th Avenue. #13 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99513-7599

M A Y  2 3  2 0 0 0

Gust C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 W. 7'" Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599

Dear Mr. Panos:

The Bureau of Land Management, Alaska State Office (BLM) would like to lend its endorsement 
to the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative. BLM has many areas of responsibility in Alaska 
which could benefit from the Initiative. The main areas of responsibility are:

- collaboratively managing land and uses for 87 million acres of land,
- surveying and conveying over 144 million acres of land to the State of Alaska, native 

corporations, and individuals, and
- providing a secure, accessible storehouse for public land and resource records.

We are incorporating Geographic Information System (GIS) technology into our daily business 
practices. The use of current and reliable geographic information is an absolute necessity for 
BLM in order to carry out its mission. BLM uses GrS to gather, display and analyze geographic 
information to assist in our management responsibilities. We consider orthoimagery and digital 
elevation data as the foundation layers in a framework of geographic information necessary for 
us to fully utilize GIS. These are the layers o f data from which many types of geographic 
information is extracted from, registered to and analyzed with.

Alaska’s US Geological Topographic maps are forty years old, available aerial photography is 
twenty years old, and current digital elevation data is coarse and inaccurate. These major 
sources o f base geographic information do not represent the changing landscape or the current 
conditions. There are currently no existing or future plans to update and replace US Geological 
Survey maps, obtain new imagery, or generate new digital elevation data for Alaska. We believe 
new digital orthoimagery and digital elevation data provided by the Digital Orthoimagcry 
Initiative would go far in alleviating the critical shortage of current and reliable geographic 
information in Alaska.



The Alaska Geographic Data Committee (AGDC) has done an excellent job in fostering 
partnerships and determining the common needs among the private sector, Native corporations, 
local, state, and federal agencies. The AGDC is conimended for its efforts. We believe the 
Initiative will be of great benefit to BLM and Alaska and we provide our full endorsement.

Sincerely,



United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

1011 E. Tudor Rd.
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-6199

IN REPLY REFER TO:

IRM JUN 2 2DJXJ

Gust C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 W. 7th Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599

Dear Mr. Panos:

The Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 7 (FWS) would like to lend its endorsement to the Alaska 
Digital Orthoimagery Initiative. FWS has many areas o f responsibility in Alaska which could 
benefit from the Initiative. The main areas o f responsibility are:

- Managing land and uses for 78 million acres o f National Wildlife Refuge land,
- Statewide authority over trust wildlife species and their habitats,
- Statewide management o f subsistance hunting and fishing on all federally owned land,
- Management o f  marine mammals.

We are incorporating Geographic Information System (GIS) technology into our daily business 
practices. The use o f  current and reliable geographic information is an absolute necessity for 
FWS in order to carry out its mission. FWS uses GIS to gather, display and analyze geographic 
information to assist in our management responsibilities. We consider orthoimagery and digital 
uevation data as the foundation layers in a framework o f geographic information necessary for us 
to fully utilize GIS. These are the layers o f data from which many types o f geographic 
information is extracted from, registered to and analyzed with.

Alaska’s US Geological Topographic maps are forty years old and some were never made, 
available aerial photography is twenty years old where it exists, and current digital elevation data 
is coarse and inaccurate. These major sources o f base geographic information do not represent 
the changing landscape or the current conditions. There are currently no plans in the future to 
update and replace US Geological Survey maps, obtain new imagery or generate new digital 
elevation data for Alaska. We believe new digital orthoimagery and digital elevation data 
provided by the Digital Orthoimagery Initiative would go far in alleviating the critical shortage of 
current and reliable geographic information in Alaska.



The Alaska Geographic Data Committee (AGDC) has done and excellent job in fostering 
partnerships and determining the common needs among the private sector, Native corporations, 
local, state, and federal agencies. The AGDC is commended for its efforts. We believe the 
Initiative will be o f great benefit to FWS and Alaska and we provide it our full endorsement.

"Allen 
onal Director - Region 7 
Fish and Wildlife Service



J O I N T  P I P E L I N E  O F F I C E
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DD.: N/A

Re: Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative 

Dear Mr. Panos:

B

411 W est 4th Avfflue; Suite 2  |p
Anchorage, A laska 90501 

(907) 271-5070/271-4336 „
FAX # (907) 272-0890 B

S

November 17,2000 Letter No.: 00-070-DW §
File No.: (51)1.3

I  

1 

1
Gust Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee g
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 West 7 Avenue, Box 13
Anchorage, AK 99513 H

I

B
The Joint Pipeline Office would like to add our endorsement to the Orthoimagery Initiative. The 
Joint Pipeline Office is a consortium o f State and Federal agencies that oversee the Trans-Alaska 
Pipeline System (TAPS) and other Alaskan pipelines in the best interest o f  the people o f  the IB
nation and the State o f Alaska. We work with the oil and gas industry to achieve safe operation, 
environmental protection, pipeline integrity and regulatory compliance. g

Our consortium members recognize the need and value o f having digital orthoimagery available 
along areas such as the Trans-Alaskan Pipeline System, in order to increase our ability to |
conduct oversight o f  the pipeline corridor. We request you prioritize obtaining orthoimagery for 
1) Trans-Alaska Pipeline Corridor (2 miles either side center line); 2) proposed ANGTS route «
Delta Junction to US/Canadian Border; 3) North Slope oil/gas development 40 mile area ®
Kaktovik to Barrow; 4) Fairbanks to Kenai along the highway. Digital orthoimagery would be a 
valuable in oversight planning o f North Slope Oil/Gas development and proposed Natural Gas | |
pipelines.

B



G u st P a n o s
Alaska D ig ital Orthoim agery In it ia t iv e

2 November 17, 2000

We fully support the Initiative’s goal o f obtaining funding to acquire digital orthoimagery and 
elevation data for Alaska and having the data available in the future for Alaskan agencies as well 
as Native organizations, the private sector and the public.

^  s Sincerely,
\

/ Jerry Brossia 
, J  Authorized Officer



United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

Forest Alaska Region
Service

P.O. Box 21628
Juneau, AK 99802-1628

File Code: 7140

Da,c: JUN a 2000

Gust C. Panos 
Chairperson
Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 W 7* Avenue #13 
Anchorage, AK 99513-7599

Dear Mr. Panos:

The USDA Forest Service, Alaska Region would like to add our endorsement to the Alaska 
Digital Orthoimagery Initiative. Since 1998, the Alaska Region has implemented an aggressive 
program to acquire Digital Orthophoto Quads (DOQ’s) over National Forest System lands. 
DOQ’s provide an invaluable data set for monitoring field activities, measuring impacts and 
communicating activities to our publics.

The key advantage o f  using DOQ’s in conjunction with daily fieldwork is having the product 
georeferenced. This enables us to extract map coordinates from the DOQ to use in Global 
Positioning System (GPS) units, as well as overlay data collected by GPS directly onto the DOO.

This initiative will resolve two mapping shortfalls that exist over Forest Service managed lands 
in Alaska. First, adjoining land owners do not have the same level o f  data (D O Q ’s) that exist 
over Forest Service lands; and second, the statewide digital elevation data is old and lacks 
resolution to meet today’s technologies. Statewide DOQ coverage would provide the same level 
o f  data to all lands managed by the federal, state, local and native corporations. This level o f  
data is critical when managing fire suppression, emergency response disasters and bug kill 
infestation on a statewide base.

The Alaska Geographic Data Committee has proven to be an ideal forum for the pubic, private 
sector corporations, native corporations, state and federal agencies to share and promote mapping 
data projects. This initiative will benefit all Alaska and the Alaska Region o f  the Forest Service 
fid’y supports your efforts.

Sincerely,

RICK D. CABLES
Regional Forester

Caring for the Land and Serving People Piimed on Recycled Paper



Alaska Soil a n d  Water Consen'aiion Pistrict

9 4 9 E  5 5 h A v en u e , Su it e 4 0 0  

Anchutige. A h s L i  9 9 5 0 3

e -ir w i .ik4Btrtct69customcpu.com 

M\w .customcpu.com /jk4hlttd

Phone. 9 0 7 2 7 1 - 2 4 2 4  

F j x 9 0 7 2 7 1 - 5 9 5 )

Mr. Gust C. Panos 
BLM AK 924
222 West 7th Avenue, Box 13 
Anchorage, AK 99513

May I, 2000

Dear Mr. Panos,

As the district coordinator for the Alaska Soil and Water Conservation District, I am responsible 
for coordinating conservation efforts across Alaska’s most remote and rural terrain. The Alaska 
District works with individual landowners to develop conservation plans tailored to their specific 
needs. We also maintain partnership with state and federal agencies to sponsor conservation 
research.

The Alaska Soil and Water Conservation District contains over 331 million acres. In terms o f  
covering that much ground, accurate and dependable geographic information is essential. The 
present lack o f  reliable, current and statewide orthoimagery tor Alaska creates a massive stumbling 
block for conservation planning and research efforts in Alaska.

Orthoimagery dated prior to mining, timber harvests and urbanization are not very useful for 
developing new management practices that address issues these activities create. Most 
orthoimagery o f  the state is at least 20 years old. Much change has come to Alaska’s landscape 
since that time. These changes are not represented.

In addition, large coverage gaps result in areas for which no data is available. This is a problem 
not only due to missing information, but because it impedes the compilation o f field research data. 
Digitized field data allows researchers to tap the power o f  GIS applications for spatial data 
analysis. However, synthesizing field data in digital format becomes extremely lime consuming 
without a consistent digital database to serve as the foundation. Large-scale images o f  the entire 
state are often not at an appropriate scale for study areas such as Aleutian Islands. Digitized 
orthoimagery would provide a current and consistent foundation to support field data.

The creation o f  a current, state-wide orthoimagery database would help conservation efforts in 
regards to both research and landowner planning. The Alaska Soil and Water Conservation 
District strongly supports the Alaska Digital Orthoimagcry Initiative. Alaskan residents should 
have access to the same type o f  geographic data as the Lower 48— the data that will help them 
conserve and protect Alaska’s resources.

Sincerely,

Rachel Morse 
District Coordinator



N O R T H  S L O P E  B O R O U G H
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
P .O . B o x  69  

B a rrow , A la s k a  9 9 7 2 3

P h o n e :  9 0 7 -8 5 2 -2 6 1 1  

9 0 7 -8 5 2 -0 3 2 0  

Fa x : 9 0 7 -8 5 2 -0 3 2 2

R ex  A . O kakok , S rM P la n n in g  D ire c to r

M a y  9 , 2 0 0 0  

G u s t  C .  P a n o s

B L M  C h ie f  o f  M a p p in g  S c ie n c e s  
A la s k a  G e o g r a p h ic  D a ta  C o m m it t e e

2 2 2  W . 7 th  A v e n u e ,  # 1 3  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A la s k a  9 9 5 1 3 -7 5 9 9

S u b je c t :  A la s k a  D ig it ia l  O r th o im a g e r y  I n it ia t iv e

D e a r  M r . P a n o s :

T h e  N o r th  S lo p e  B o r o u g h  ( N S B )  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P la n n in g  a n d  C o m m u n it y  S e r v ic e s .  

G e o g r a p h ic  In fo rm a t io n  S y s t e m  (G IS )  w o u ld  l ik e  to  le n d  its  e n d o r s e m e n t  to  th e  A la s k a  

D ig ita l O r th o im a g e r y  In it ia t iv e . T h e  N S B  h a s  m a n y  a r e a s  o f  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  th a t  w o u ld  

b e n e f it  f ro m  th is  in it ia t iv e , in c lu d in g  la n d  s e le c t io n s :  n a t iv e  a llo tm e n ts :  r e s o u r c e  

e x p lo r a t io n  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t ;  r e s o u r c e  a s s e s s m e n t ;  c u ltu r a l p r e s e r v a t io n :  p e rm it t in g  

a n d  z o n in g ;  s e a r c h  a n d  r e s c u e ;  c o m m u n it y  p la n n in g ;  w a te r s h e d  p ro te c t io n  a n d  c o a s t a l  

m a n a g e m e n t .  G I S  p r o d u c t s  a r e  u s e d  b y  B o ro u g h  e m p lo y e e s  e v e r y  d a ;  to  m a k e  la n d  

m a n a g e m e n t  d e c is io n s .  F o r  th is  r e a s o n  c u r re n t  a n d  r e lia b le  g e o g r a p h ic  in fo rm a t io n  is  

a n  a b s o lu t e  n e c e s s i t y  fo r  th e  N S B  to  c a r r y  o u t  its  m is s io n .

T h e  a c q u is it io n  o f  1 m e te r  r e s o lu t io n  im a g e ry  fo r  th e  N o r th  S lo p e  v i l la g e s  a n d  th e  H a ll 

R o a d  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  c o r r id o r  w o u ld  e n h a n c e  o u r  p la n n in g  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  c a p a b il it ie s .  

T h e  a c q u is it io n  o f  5  m e te r  r e s o lu t io n  im a g e ry  fo r  th e  R e s o u r c e  D e v e lo p m e n t  D is t r ic t  

w o u ld  b e  in v a lu a b le  fo r  a d d r e s s in g  p e rm it t in g  a n d  z o n in g  is s u e s .  T h e  N S B  a p p la u d s  th e  

e f fo r ts  o f  th e  A la s k a  D a ta  a n d  G e o g r a p h ic  C o m m it te e  fo r  s t r iv in g  to  b u ild  c u r re n t  

s t a te w id e  d a t a b a s e s  th a t  m e e t  N a t io n a l A c c u r a c y  S t a n d a r d s .

S in c e r e ly ,

A l l i s o n  G r a v e s  

G I S  S y s t e m  A n a ly s t

C C :  R e x  A . O ka kok , S r. P la n n in g  D irec to r
C C :  S h e ld o n  A d a m s , D epu ty  D ire c to r Land  M anag em en t



M atanuska-Susitna B o ro u g h
Office of Information Technology

June 12,2000

Mr. Gus Panos
Bureau o f Land Management
U.S. Department of the Interior
1675 C. Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Mr. Patios:

The Matanuska-Susitna Borough enthusiastically supports AGDC's efforts to obtain digital 
imagery. Current and more detailed digital imagery would allow the Borough to provide better 
service to our citizens as well as he more accurate in our planning and public works duties, fa 
addition, the digital imagery would allow the Borough to respond more effectively to natural and 
human-made emergencies. As short list o f some of the projects that we could use more accurate 
digital information include the following.

• Land Use Planning
• Site Selection Analysis 
« Trails Identification
• Transportation Pi. nning
• Damage Assessment Mapping 
« Watershed Identification
• Parcel Access for Addressing
• Road Alignment Mapping
• Evacuation Routing
• Vegetation/Open Space
• Potential Hazards i.e. fault lines

Presently our limited photography is outdated and incomplete and we are in great need o f more 
detailed and current imagery and we support your efforts to obtain this vital information. Please 
let me know if you need any other information.

Sincerely^

Assistant Borough Manager



P.O. Box 196650 
Anchorage, Alaska 09519-6650 
Telephone: (907) 343-688/
Fax: (907) 343-6810 
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R ick Mijstrom. Mayor 

D K P A K X M E X T  O F  M A .V A O I - M K .V r  I X F O K M A T I O X  S Y S T I iM S

26 May 2000

Mr. Gas C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthopholo Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 W. 7* Avenue 
Anchorage. Alaska 99513-7599

RE: Endorsement ol' Alaska Digital Orthoimagcry Initiative 

Dear Mr. Panos:

The Municipality of Anchorage lends it's endorsement to the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery initiative. The 
Municipality of Anchorage is one of the nation's pioneering GIS sites, and utilizes orthoimagcry 
extensively in many aspects of our GIS. We currently use two and ten foot pixel orthophotography of 1996 
vintage. We would like to be able to aruiually acquire this orthoimagery. but the cost has been prohibitive, 
it is our hope that the Initiative will allow urban centers such as Anchorage to obtain this level of 
orthoimagcry at reasonable cost.

Orthoimagcry is a critical component of any GIS, but in particular an urban GIS. Some examples of how 
the MOA uses orthoimagcry arc as follows:
• emergency management and response.
• comprehensive planning and land use studies.
• fire and police dispatch,
• fire hazard determinations (wildfire).
• utility infrastructure mapping,
• heritage land bank management

These ;trc but a few of the application areas. I should mention llial wc also are in the process of obtaining 
high resolution satellite imagery as a test of this new technology for our uses. We arc very excited about 
the promise that satellite imagery holds not only as an orthoimagery base. but for remote sensing purposes 
as well.

Wc commend the AGDC for fostering partncrslups, and for coordinating needs such as these with us. We 
encourage a continued effort in partnerships. This, in my view, is a necessity in times of sluinking 
resources.

Charles E. Barnwell 
GIS Manager

Municipality
of

Anchorage
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International Hcadi/uano < 
Arlington, Virginia

June 2, 2000

Gust Panos
C haiqjerson, D igital O rthophoto Subcom m ittee 
Alaska G eographic D ata C om m ittee 
222 W est 7th A venue, Suite 13 
Anchorage, A K  99513-7599

Dear M r. Panos:

The N ature C onservancy is pleased to lend its endorsem ent to the A laska  D igital 
O rthoim agery Initiative (A D O I). The N ature C onservancy utilizes availab le  m apping 
data to provide a  basis for identifying im portant sites for the conservation o f  species and 
natural com m unities. T his inform ation helps us efficiently  iden tify  prio rities for 
conservation throughout A laska.

M apping da ta  curren tly  in existence for the state o f  A laska is o ften  cost-p roh ib itive , 
variable in scale, and significantly  out-of-date. W e understand that the A D O I w ould help 
resolve this situation  by providing new statew ide high-resolution digital sa te llite  im agery 
in full com pliance w ith national map accuracy standards.

The N ature C onservancy strongly  supports efforts by the A laska G eographic Data 
C om m ittee (A G D C ) to secure the federal funding necessary for the A laska  Digital 
O rthoim agery Initiative. AGDC has been instrum ental in fostering partnersh ips and 
determ ining the com m on needs w ithin the private sector, Native corporations, and local, 
state and federal agencies. W e com m end A G D C for fostering partnersh ips, and 
encourage a continued  effort in such partnerships. W e believe that the  A D O I w ill be o f  
great benefit to public and private interests throughout A laska, and p rov ide it our full 
support.

Sincerely,

T. David Banks
D irector o f  Science &  Stew ardship
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May 18, 2000

Gust Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 W. 7lh Avenue, tf 13 
Anchorasie, AfC 99513-75*)c>

Dear Mr. Panos:

Ducks Unlimited Inc. would like to lend its endorsement to the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery 
Initiative. Ducks Unlimited Inc. (DU) Western Regional Office and the Bureau of Land 
Management have been cooperatively mapping wetlands and associated uplands in Alaska using 
remote sensing and geographic information system (GIS) technologies since 1988. Landsat 
Thematic Mapper (TM) satellite imagery is the primary source for this mapping effort, however, 
wc very strongly rely on aerial photography, digital elevation models, and other high-resolution 
data sets to resolve areas of confusion or to assist us with the accuracy assessment process. Aerial 
photography is available for much of Alaska, but is highly variable in scale and typically outdated 
which generally limits its usefulness for assisting us with determining earth cover over large 
regional areas. The use of current and reliable geographic information is an absolute necessity for 
DU in order to carry out our projects. We consider orthoimagery and digital elevation data as the 
best solution to develop a statewide framework of geographic information necessary for us to fully 
utilize GIS for our mapping efforts.

Alaska’s US Geological Topographic maps are forty years old, available aerial photography is 
twenty years old and current digital elevation data is coarse and inaccurate. These major sources of 
base geographic information do not represent the changing landscape or the current conditions. 
According 10 the Alaska Geographic Data Committee, there are currently no plans to update and 
replace US Geological Survey Maps, obtain new imagery or generate new digital elevation data 
for Alaska. We believe that new digital orthoimagery and digital elevation data provided by the 
Digital Orthoimagery Initiative would alleviate the critical shortage of current and reliable 
geographic information in Alaska.

The Alaska Geographic Data Committee (AGDC) lias been instrumental in fostering partnerships 
and determining the common needs among the private sector, Native corporations, and local, slate, 
and federal agencies. The Alaska Digital Orthoimagery is a result of the AGDC’s work. We 
believe the initiative will be of great benefit to DU’s Earth Cover Mapping work in Alaska and we 
provide it our full endorsement.

Sincerely.

Dick KempkaKempka 
GIS Director

L E A D F M  I N  WETLANDS C O N S E R V A T IO N @nECVCl.COf>WPEII
B
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May 17, 2000

Gust Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 W. 7lh Avenue, # 13 
Anchorage, AK 99513-7599

Dear Mr. Panos:

Ducks Unlimited Inc., Western Regional Office, would like to lend its endorsement to the Alaska Digital 
Orthoimagery Initiative. Ducks Unlimited Inc. (DU) and the Bureau of Land Management have been 
cooperative!' mapping wetlands and associated uplands in Alaska using remote sensing and geographic 
information ystem (GIS) technologies since 1988. Landsat Thematic Mapper (TM) satellite imagery is the 
primary sour :e for this mapping effort, however, we very strongly rely on aerial photography, digital 
elevation models, and other high-resolution data sets to resolve areas of confusion or to assist us with the 
accuracy assessment process. Aerial photography is available for much of Alaska, but is highly variable in 
scale and typically outdated which generally limits its usefulness for assisting us with determining earth 
cover over large regional areas. The use of current and reliable geographic information is an absolute 
necessity for DU in order to carry out our projects. We consider orthoimagery and digital elevation data as 
the best solution to develop a statewide framework of geographic information necessary for us to fully 
utilize GIS for our mapping efforts.

Alaska’s US Geological Topographic maps are forty years old, available aerial photography is twenty years 
old and current digital elevation data is coarse and inaccurate. These major sources of base geographic 
information do not represent the changing landscape or the current conditions. According to the Alaska 
Geographic Data Committee, there are currently no plans to update and replace US Geological Survey 
Maps, obtain new imagery or generate new digital elevation data for Alaska. We believe that new digital 
orthoimagery and digital elevation data provided by the Digital Orthoimagcry Initiative would alleviate the 
critical shortage of current and reliable geographic information in Alaska.

The Alaska Geographic Data Committee (AGDC) has been instrumental in fostering partnerships and 
determining the common needs among the private sector, Native corporations, and local, state, and federal 
agencies. The Alaska Digital Orthoimagery is a result of the AGDC’s work. We believe the initiative will 
be of great benefit to DU’s Earth Cover Mapping work in Alaska and we provide it our full endorsement.

Sincerely,

GIS Manager

LEADER IN WkTU\Nl)S CONSERVATION

cc: Ron Stromstad -Director of Operations

©flEC'/ClEDPAI'EH |:>I <‘.(l



Sierra
C lub
FOUNDED 1892

Alaska Field Office 201 Barrow Street, Suite 101 Anchorage. AK 99501
TEL: (907) 276-4048 FAX: (907) 258-6807 nw-ak.field@sierraclub.org

June 2 ,2000
Mr. Gust C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
221W. 7(h Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, AK 99513

Dear Mr. Panos:

The Alaska Chapter o f the Sierra Club is pleased to support the Alaska Digital 
Orthoimagery Initiative.

Existing USGS maps o f  this state, now forty to fifty years old, do not accurately portray 
existing conditions. Updated maps and computer data based on the latest satellite 
imagery and other advanced mapping teclmology is clearly in the public interest.

For the Sierra Club and other environmental organizations, up-to-date, high-resolution 
maps would be valuable in, for example, checking land status; considering proposed 
developments, associated roads, and other transportation facilities; establishing 
boundaries for proposed protected areas, and evaluating proposed land management 
plans.

Members o f  the Chapter who enjoy visiting remote areas o f Alaska would be grateful to 
have the most accurate maps possible. It is conceivable that hitherto unknown landscape 
features and routes may be revealed through the application o f advanced mapping 
techniques as proposed by the Orthoimagery Initiative.

We encourage the Digital Orthoimagery Subcommittee to actively pursue Congressional 
funding for the Initiative, and we stand ready to testify in support o f  such funding.
Please keep us informed as you move forward with your proposal.

Sincerely

Jack Hession 
Alaska Representative

B

mailto:nw-ak.field@sierraclub.org


Management Association 
for Private 

Photogrammetric Surveyors

June 27, 2000
Mr. Gust C. Panos, Chairman 
Digital Orthophoco Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 West Seventh Ave., Suite 13 
Anchorage, AK 99513 
FAX (907) 271-4549

Dear Mr. Panos:

The Management Association for Private Photogrammetric Surveyors (MAPPSO is a national trade association of 
more than 140 private companies engaged in photogrammetry, remote sensing and related spatial data 
technologies. MAPPS has worked closely with Congress and Federal agencies to expand the use of GIS and 
related data in government programs. We have strongly supported the National Digital Orthophoto Program 
(NDOP), the National Aerial Photography Program (NAPP) and related activities.

MAPPS supports the objective of creating new, accurate geospatial data in Alaska through contracting with our 
member firms. MAPPS member firms offer proven technology including airborne radar for generating high 
accuracy digital terrain models, as well as aerial photography and satellite remote sensing data for orthoimages. 
MAPPS has member firms in Alaska and throughout the U.S. who are well qualified to provide the geospatial 
data needed by government agencies for a variety of programs, applications and solutions.

An Alaska Digital Orthophoto Initiative should include quality geospatial data based on a solid foundation of 
control and digital terrain models.

Alaska is the least-mapped State in the country, and its citizens deserve to have at lease the same quality of 
geographic information as is available to other Americans. Wc believe there is a need to have quality geospatial 
data available for wise development of Alaska's natural resources, as well as management o f the State's vast 
environmental holdings, for the benefit o f State and the Nation, and for future generations of Americans.

MAPPS has worked closely with Alaska's congressional delegation in the past on mapping issues and will support 
funding requests for production of geospatial data that will be contracted out. We commend you for this initiative 
and look forward to working with you in a public-private partnership to make it a reality.

J o h n  M . P a la t ie l lo ,  E x e c u t iv e  D ir e c to r  

1 7 6 0  R e s to n  P a rk w a y , S u it e  5 1 5 , R e s to n ,  V ir g in ia  2 0 1 9 0  

P  (7 0 3 )  7 8 7 -6 9 9 6  F  (7 0 3 ) 7 8 7 - 7 5 5 0  E in f o @ m a p p s . o r g  w w w .m a p p s .o rg

mailto:Einfo@mapps.org
http://www.mapps.org


THE IMAGING & GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION SOCIETY

May 16, 2000 

Mr. Gust Panos
Digital Orthoimagery Subcommittee Chairperson 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
4230 University Drive, Suite 230 
Anchorage, AK 99508

Dear Mr. Panos

The Alaska Region of the American Society of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ASPRS), supports the Alaska 
Geographic Data Committee’s (AGDC) Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative. The mission of ASPRS, the Imaging 
and Geospatial Information Society, is to advance the knowledge and improve the understanding of the mapping 
sciences and to promote the responsible applications of photogrammetry, remote sensing, geographic information 
systems (GIS), and supporting technologies. The ASPRS Alaska Region has 85 members that are actively working 
in the fields of photogrammetry, remote sensing, and GIS in the private, public, and academic sectors of the 
community. The undersigned officers of the Alaska Region of ASPRS are in full agreement that the AGDC digital 
orthoimagery initiative would go far in alleviating the critical shortage of current and reliable geographic information 
in Alaska.

At present, the USGS 1:63,360 and 1:250,000 scale quadrangles are the mapping standard for the State of Alaska.
Most of these topographic maps are more than forty years old and available statewide aerial photography is twenty or 
more years old. The USGS topographic maps do not meet National Map Accuracy Standards (NMAS) and any data 
produced from these maps will propagate the inherent inaccuracies contained within them. Orthoimagery' is 
considered the foundation layer in a framework of geographic information, and is the layer from which many other 
types of geographic information are extracted as well as registered. With the new high-resolution satellite imaging 
and other photogrammetric and remote sensing technologies, the AGDC Digital Orthoimagery Initiative is now 
economically feasible. We the undersigned, support the AGDC Initiative to produce statewide digital orthoimageiy 
products that comply with NMA1-’

Sincerely,

Paul D. Brooks 
National Director 
ASPRS Alaska Region

John Koltun 
Region Director 
ASPRS Alaska Region

•d Eatr 
President
ASPRS Alaska Region

■ U
S'&C'C,

iregOryrJurocher Shari George ./
Treasurer/Secretary Region Director
ASPRS Alaska Region ASPRS Alaska Region

J u
Robert Haus 
Vice-President 
ASPRS Alaska Region

Jen VhtcsVid Vice-President
ASPRS Alaska Region



URISA-Alaska Chapter 
PMB 124 

2440 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507-1185

Urban a n ti  R eg io n a l 
In fo rm a tio n  S y s te m s  
A s s o c ia tio n

May 18, 2000 

Gust C. Panos
Chairperson, Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 West 7f'i Ave #13 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513

Dear Mr. Panos:

On behalf o f  the Urban and Regional Information Systems Association o f  Alaska (URISA), Pm  
writing to lend our support to the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative. It is my belief the Initiative 
would provide a much needed imagery base for statewide use in the public and private arenas. The 
use o f current and reliable geographic information has become essential as our members employ 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) into their daily business practices. The imagery proposed by 
the Initiative will provide the foundation from which many types o f geographic information can be 
derived as well as registered to.

Available orthoimagery covering Alaska is not in a digital form, it is o f poor quality, and out o f  date. 
This along with the U.S.G.S. Topographic maps which were made in the 1950s is about all that’s 
available statewide. These two sources o f geographic information are not adequate for Alaska’s needs. 
New digital orthoimagery' is essential for filling this gap in geographic information.

URISA commends the Alaska Geographic Data Committee for taking this first step and for having the 
foresight to see a need and then figure out how to fill in the gaps. URISA supports and endorses your 
continued efforts in this direction.

Sincerely,

John Sroufe 
President, URISA



F A I R B A N K S  G O L D  M IM IN G ,  IN C .
a subs id ia ry  of

K I N R O S S  G O L D  C O R P .
F O R T  K N O X  M I N E

March 9. 2001

Mr. Gust Panos
Digital Orthophoto Subcommittee 
Alaska Geographic Data Committee 
222 West 7th Avenue. //13 
Anchorage, AK 99513-7599

Dear Mr. Panos:

Fairbanks Gold would like to add its endorsement of the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery Initiative. Fairbanks 
Gold Mining Inc. and its parent, Kinross Gold, are involved in mining and gold exploration in the state of 
Alaska. I think the high quality orthoimagery and DEM coverage of Alaska would be of great benefit to 
the mineral exploration industry.

As an industry, we are relying more and more upon GIS compilations of available geological, geophysical, 
and land-status data for definition of exploration targets. Besides in-house data, we must incorporate data 
provided by various state and federal agencies. GIS databases provide the means for integrating all of the 
diverse sources of information. As a base, these compilations require the high quality DEM coverage that 
will be made available as a result of this initiative. The existing coverage is at too broad of a scale to be of 
much use in this effort.

1 appreciate the efforts the committee has made towards promotion of the Alaska Digital Orthoimagery 
Initiative, which will be of use to such a broad spectrum of resource-based businesses, research groups, 
state and federal regulatory agencies, and native corporations.

Sincerely,

Robert P. Morrell 
Senior Geologist
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