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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  F IS H  A N D  G A M E

HABITAT AND RESTORATION DIVISION 
Kurt Parkan, Deputy Commissioner, ADOT&PF 
Chip Dennerlein, Director, H&R Division, ADF&G

P.O. B O X 25526  
JUNEAU ALASKA 99802-5526  
PHONE: (907) 465-4105/4125  
FAX: (907) 465-4759

To:
From

Date: March 14, 2002 /  V.

Subject: ADF&G Proposed Route Alternative. South Anchorage Coastal Trail

Overview
The purpose of this memo is to communicate and confirm in writing the following points.

1. The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) proposes a new 
alternative alignment for the proposed South Anchorage Coastal Trail. This 
new alignment has been tentatively referred to in discussion as the “Fuchsia” 
route, and I will use that term here. ADF&G presented the Fuchsia route concept 
to the inter-agency project team in February. It was discussed in detail and 
further refined. We believe all members of the team (state agencies and the 
Municipality o f Anchorage) support the requested actions outlined in this memo.

2. ADF&G proposes that the existing “Orange” route be deleted from the 
pending list of viable alternatives currently being reviewed by FHWA, and 
that the new Fuchsia route be added in its place. We want all interested parties 
and the general public to be given full opportunity to clearly review and comment 
on this proposed alignment as part of the NEPA/EIS process.

3. ADF&G will assist the inter-agency project team in preparing the 
description of the Fuchsia route for the draft EIS. We believe this will 
enhance the public’s ability to review and comment on the specific attributes of 
this alternative -  particularly the potential o f the Fuchsia alignment to provide 
opportunities for a broad spectrum of users to experience and enjoy the character 
and values o f the coast and the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge, while 
avoiding and minimizing potential impacts to wildlife and other refuge values.

4. ADF&G requests that ADOT&PF communicate the information in this 
memo to FHWA as soon as possible, so that the NEPA review and decision­
making process required for the proposed South Anchorage Coastal Trail 
extension can proceed expeditiously without further delay.

Background
Agency and public concerns and disputes regarding the potential impacts o f various 
proposed trail alignments on wildlife and other values o f the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife 
Refuge are well documented in the correspondence and meeting record for the South 
Anchorage Coast Trail extension project, dating back to the inception of the concept in 
the early 1980s, and especially since active development o f specific alternative routes in 
the latter 1990s. In the present situation, these concerns have focused principally on the 
“Orange” route, and more specifically on several particular segments of that alignment.
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In early January, following my appointment as Director of Habitat and Restoration, 
I undertook a detailed review of the issues and reached three conclusions.

First, that as Director, I could not recommend that ADF&G issue required agency 
permits for construction of the Orange route as proposed due to its high potential 
for adverse affects on specific habitats and areas within the Refuge, and the use of 
those habitats by certain species at certain times of the year.

Second, I could not envision any way that these potentially significant adverse 
effects could be avoided or sufficiently minimized except by substantial relocation of 
the proposed alignment iii several areas (as opposed to addressing these concerns 
through design, construction and/or management techniques). As a result, I concluded 
that ADF&G could not “concur” that the Orange route was a ‘Viable alternative” 
(within the meaning of that term) at this stage in the process.

Third, I concluded that ADF&G biologists (from both the Division of Habitat and 
the Division of Wildlife Conservation) most knowledgeable about the Refuge and its 
use by wildlife could envision and help design an alternative that provided a 
“coastal” experience, fulfilled the “Purpose and Need” statement for the trail -  and 
avoided the significant negative impacts that would result from certain portions of 
the Orange route. Such an alignment could also be designed to provide opportunities to 
better “connect” people to the Refuge and its values in appropriate ways that would serve 
the public use, enjoyment and education purposes of the unit.

I convened a working group o f key people from ADOT&PF, ADF&G and the 
Municipality o f Anchorage most involved in this project over the past several years. The 
group reviewed all pertinent information, from the core issues raised over the past several 
years to a recently completed study on winter wildlife movement and small mammal use 
of the Refuge. We outlined a clear set o f “principles” based on the “Purpose and Need” 
statement for the trail, and on wildlife and refuge values. We also defined a full spectrum 
of users (from those interested chiefly in distance athletic/aerobic exercise to those of all 
ages and abilities who primarily take short strolls, to wildlife watchers, target shooters, 
hunters and adjacent neighborhood residents), and considered their individual needs.

The result o f these meetings was the development of the Fuchsia route, which this memo 
now proposes as a reasonable, viable alternative, in place of the Orange route.

In Closing
I want to emphasize several points that I consider to be compelling.

First, the Fuchsia route developed with the assistance of the inter-agency work is a 
pro-active proposal on its own positive merits. ADF&G has consistently supported the 
concept of extending the South Anchorage Coastal Trail in a manner that does not harm 
refuge values. The Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge Management Plan states, in part, 
“Coastal trail access may be allowed within the refuge where disturbance to. ..fish and
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wildlife populations and their habitat is avoided”, and where conflicts, including safety, 
between hunters, rifle range users and trail users would not be created. We believe the 
Fuchsia alignment, if properly constructed and managed can accomplish this objective.

Where the Fuchsia alignment is immediately adjacent to, and/or within, the boundaries of 
the refuge, it is there deliberately -  because these specific locations provide access and 
“connection” for people to the character and values of the refuge, without harming those 
values. This is entirely consistent with the education and appropriate enjoyment purposes 
of the unit. Where the Fuchsia alignment avoids the refuge, it does so in locations where 
intrusion would be damaging to sensitive refuge values. At the same time, the alignment 
in these locations provides better pedestrian connections between the trail and local 
neighborhoods, and better parking and trail access opportunities for citywide residents, 
while minimizing traffic and parking impacts on trail adjacent neighborhoods.

Second, while there are still substantive details to be worked out regarding specific 
issues at certain locations along the Fuchsia route, we believe that these are 
resolvable through appropriate trail design, engineering and management decisions 
within the bounds of the general Fuchsia alignment as proposed in this memo.
Unlike some of the problems and impacts associated with the Orange route, we see no 
issues on the Fuchsia route where resolution of important wildlife or habitat concerns 
would require substantial relocation o f the basic alignment as proposed. In other 
words, ADF&G (and we believe other resource agencies) will “concur” with the 
Fuchsia alignment as a reasonable and viable alternative appropriate for the next 
stage of public review. In our view, assuming that the cooperative project team will 
successfully work out the remaining detailed design and management issues, should the 
public favor the Fuchsia route, ADF&G believes that this route could then receive the 
agency approvals and permits required for construction of the trail. In my experience, 
this is exactly the kind of process that Section 4(f) and NEPA were designed to achieve.

The most important thing now is that the public have the opportunity to clearly review 
the Fuchsia route, so they can make their ow». judgment based on a range of truly “viable 
alternatives”. If that happens, I believe we will be able to create a trail that truly meets 
the multiple interests o f the community in both enjoying and sustaining the wildlife and 
natural values of Anchorage’s coast.

If you have any questions, or if I can be of any further assistance in your communications 
with FHWA, please call. A map depicting the Fuchsia route is attached.

Cc Frank Rue, Commissioner, ADF&G
Joe Perkins, Commissioner, ADOT&PF 
Pat Pourchot, Commissioner, ADNR
Lance Trasky, Region 2 Supervisor, Habitat and Restoration, ADF&G 
Jeff Hughes, Region 2 Supervisor, Wildlife Conservation, ADF&G 
Jim Childers, Project Manager, South Anchorage Coastal Trail, ADOT&PF 
Lori Schenche, Parks and Recreation, MOA
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W inter D istr ib ution  and M ovem ent P attern s o f 
W ild life  A lo n g  the C oa sta l B lu ff in A n ch o ra g e , A laska :

Interim  Report

Rick Sinnott 
W ildlife Biologist 

Alaska Departm ent of Fish and Game 
January 11, 2002

In troduction
Although it is difficult to es tim ate  population s ize  of wild anim als using their tracks, 
tracking c a n  provide information on s p e c ie s  composition, distribution, an d  m ovem ent 
patterns. I b e g a n  this s tudy  in O c tober  2001 , after  the first snowfall of the  winter, initially 
with the intent of tracking severa l  black b e a rs .  T h e  b e a rs  w ere  using the A nchorage  
Coastal Wildlife R e fu g e  and  ad jacen t  n e ighbo rhoods  and  upland natural a re a s .  During 
three b e a r  tracking a ttem p ts  (O ctober 18-23), I b e c a m e  aw are  of the opportunity to track 
other sp e c ie s  on  the  refuge  and  ad ja c e n t  lands. Beginning O c tober  26, I b e g a n  
recording all m am m al tracks and concen tra tions  of bird tracks. I will con tinue  to conduct 
track su rveys  through the winter a s  conditions a n d  time permit.

Methods
I conduc ted  e a c h  su rvey  after a  fresh snowfall o b sc u re d  previous tracks. This let me 
judge the a g e  o f  the fresh  tracks, usually within p lus or minus a  day. S u rv ey s  w ere  
conducted  1-8 d a y s  after  a fresh snowfall. I su rveyed  tracks a long  p ro p o se d  C oastal 
Trail r o u te s - O r a n g e  (primarily along the toe  of the  bluff), Red an d  Gold (in Klatt and  
Jew el Lake b ogs)- -and  in Connor 's  Bog. T h e s e  rou tes  a re  dep ic ted  in the  se r ie s  of 
orthophoto m a p s  (1 inch = 200 feet) p roduced  by HDR Alaska, Inc. (da ted  N ovem ber 5, 
2001). I z ig z a g g e d  often to c o m p are  tracks  in a r e a s  ad jacen t  to the rou tes . Locations 
w ere  reco rded  using a  G P S  unit. Locations reco rded  in 2001 with W G S 8 4  coordinates 
w ere  converted  to NAD27 for m apping p u rp o se s .

Most local m am m al s p e c ie s  a re  e a s y  to identify by tracks: m o o se ,  black bear, brown 
bear, lynx s n o w s h o e  hare , porcupine, red squirrel, and  m uskrat. R aven  an d  m agpie  
tracks a re  a lso  easy to i.T...'ii'fy O ther  sp e c ie s  w e re  differentiated a s  follows.

Coyote tracks c a n  b e  con fused  with dog tracks. I u sed  physical and  behavioral c lues to 
differentiate th e s e  s p e c ie s .  Dog tracks a re  often a sso c ia te d  with hum an  tracks. Dogs 
tend to be  m ore  erratic; turning, circling, an d  running for no obvious re a so n .  T racks 
clearly larger o r  sm alle r  than a  coyote  track w ere  considered  to belong to a dog.
Coyotes  tend to h a v e  a  regular stride and  w hen  trotting the hind tracks reg is ter  almost 
exactly on the front tracks, unlike dogs ,  which tend  to have  a  le s s  efficient gait.

Both lea s t  and  short-ta iled  w e a s e ls  a re  found in the  A nchorage  a re a .  Short-tailed 
w e a se ls  a re  a lso  know n a s  erm ine. Small w e a s e ls  have  distinct track patterns; 
however, a  m ale  lea s t  w e a se l  can  be  a b o u t  the s ize  of a fem ale  short-tailed w ease l,



making track s  difficult to identity to spec ie s .  Therefore, un less  a  track w a s  clearly too 
large to b e  a  lea s t  w easel,  all w ease l  tracks w ere  lumped.

Several s p e c i e s  of voles and shrew s inhabit w oods  and m a r s h e s  in the  A nchorage area. 
It is difficult to impossible to distinguish be tw een  s p e c ie s  of vo les  an d  sh rew s  by their 
tracks, there fo re  these  small m am m als w ere  lumped.

I recorded  e n c o u n te rs  with people and  d o g s  along the p ro p o se d  rou te s  and  noted well- 
u sed  trails. I a lso  noted a reas  used  by snow m ach iners .

Results
I com ple ted  4 track surveys from Kincaid m otocross  a re a  to O c e a n v ie w  Bluff Park 
betw een  O c to b e r  26, 2001, and Jan u a ry  9, 2002. The total d is ta n c e  su rveyed  w as  
abou t 30 .3  miles aiong the coastal bluff, not including side trips. S ev e ra l  additional 
partial s u rv e y s  w ere  conducted for black b e a r  tracks along the co a s ta l  bluff. I also 
su rveyed  Klatt Bog twice (total 4.2 miles), Jew el Lake Bog o n c e  (1 mile), an d  Connor's 
Bog 3 tim es (total 2.5 miles).

O c to b e r  18: I took advan tage  of the winter's first snowfall to track  a  b lack bear  around 
Mrs. Kyzer's property, w est  of the mouth of Cam pbell Creek. T he  w o m a n  who reported 
the b ea r  h a d  s e e n  it a t  about 0700 y e s te rd ay  morning. It had a lso  b e e n  s e e n  in her yard 
yes te rday  morning during the snowfall. It w a s  still snowing lightly, but I decided to follow 
its tracks in c a s e  it had  a den nearby. I s ta r ted  tracking abou t 1530.

The w om an  lived at 4411 Edinburgh. T he  b e a r  had  been  s e e n  walking be tw een  two 
h o u s e s  a c ro s s  the street, so  I began  there . T he  tracks w ere  s o m e w h a t  obscu red  by 
today 's flurries. Initially, several s e ts  of tracks w ere  going in two directions, but then I 
found a relatively fresh set, from that morning, on Mrs. Kyzer's property.

I followed the b e a r ’s tracks west through the  w oods  along the p ro p o se d  Red route. Near 
the J a d e  S tree t  e a s e m e n t  the bear 's  tracks  h e a d e d  down the bluff to the  old wooden 
fence on the coasta l  flats that dem arks  Mrs. Kyzer’s  boundary. After walking a few feet 
along the e d g e  of the marsh, the b e a r  h e a d e d  uphill. I heard  b ru sh  cracking uphill and 
found a fresh  day  bed (N 61.13327 W 149 .97184)  approxim ately 30 fee t  from the 
overlook show n  on the 11/5/01 orthophoto m ap s  of the C oasta l  Trail rou te s  p repared  by 
HDR. The b e a r  had obviously been  s leep ing  there  m ost of the  day. I followed the bear 's  
tracks, now fresh, up the bluff, south  of the  h o u s e s  on Byrd S tree t.  T he  b ea r  turned and 
went back  downhill n e a r  J a d e  Street. It then  walked along the "bench" a t  the toe of the 
bluff to the bend  of Campbell Creek that is c lo se s t  to the bluff. The b e a r 's  trail went 
uphill, then  down, then up again over the so u th e rn m o s t  point of the bluff, then downhill. 
The b e a r  continued walking betw een the top and  toe of the s lope  until it finally s tayed  on 
top, c ro ssed  Mrs. Kyzer's a c c e s s  road a n d  then  the clearing in the  t re e s  n e a r  he r  house. 
The b e a r  then walked north and west, following the p roposed  R ed  route , back to the 
exact  sp o t  I s ta r ted  following its tracks. T h e  b e a r 's  tracks continued  w est ,  but I returned 
to my truck.

This o d y ssey  s u g g e s t s  several important points. The b ea r  did not w a n t  to leave the 
woods an d  en te r  a neighborhood in the middle of the day, e v e n  w h e n  p re sse d .  The 
b e a r  didn’t w ant to walk out onto the flats. T he  b e a r  had  a d ay  bed  a  few feet above  the
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"bench" th a t  the proposed  O range  route would use. T he  b e a r  u s e d  the "bench" and  
w ooded  strip a t the toe of the bluff for 1,800 feet along the  p ro p o se d  O range  route. The 
b e a r  u s e d  the  proposed  Red route for an additional 2 ,600  feet. T he  entire cou rse  w as  
abou t  a  mile, all on Mrs. Kyzer’s  property.

O c t o b e r  21 : A black bea r  w as  reported  in a sp ruce  tree  a t  6262  W. Dimond. It w a s  still 
in the t ree  w h en  I arrived. W hen the b e a r  cam e  down it g rab b e d  a b ag  of garbage . I 
sh o t  it in rum p three times with rubber slugs. It d ropped  the  g a rb a g e  and  ran over the 
bluff. I back-tracked  its trail down the bluff about 100 ya rd s  to a  well-defined day bed 
(N 61 .13990  W 150.00209) under a large sp ruce  tree  a b o u t  20 ya rd s  up the bluff from 
the lower bench . The b e a r  had s lep t there  for a while b e c a u s e  there  w ere  no tracks 
leading to the  tree, previous tracks w ere  covered  with to d ay ’s  snow . T here  w ere  signs 
of digging in the soft dirt under  the  new snow, but the  b e a r  did not d en  there.

I rece ived  a n o th e r  call abou t half an  hour after I had  c h a s e d  the b e a r  over  the bluff. The 
s a m e  b e a r  had  walked along the top of the bluff an d  w a s  in g a rb a g e  abou t  6 h o u se s  
(900 feet) e a s t  of the original house .  The b e a r  climbed a tree  a s  I a pp roached . I left 20 
m inutes later  a s  it w as  getting dark.

O c to b e r  23: Black b ea r  tracks from last night w ere  s e e n  in the  back  yard of 200 Pacific 
View Drive (n ea r  Jo h n s  Road). I followed them  e a s t  a long  and  just below the top of the 
bluff. T h e  b e a r  c ro ssed  the J o h n s  R oad e a s e m e n t  a t the  top of the bluff. It checked  out 
two em pty  bird feeders  in back yards. In one  back  yard the  b e a r  turned sharply, walked 
a round  the h o u se  to the ga rage  door, g rabbed  a bag  of g a rb a g e ,  p a w e d  through it in the 
s ide  yard, then  walked back to the top of the bluff and  con tinued  e as t .  It w as  obvious 
that the b e a r  sm elled  the g a rbage  from the back yard. Two h o u s e s  e a s t  of Admiralty 
P lace  the b e a r  walked onto O ceanview  Drive and  I lost the  trail in the neighborhood. 
Total d is ta n c e  traveled along the top of the  bluff w a s  a b o u t  1 ,800 feet.

O c to b e i  26: I looked for tracks along the toe and  s lope  of the bluff be tw een  the Kincaid 
m o toc ross  a re a  and Campbell Creek, a  d is tance  along the  bluff of a b o u t  2.7 miles. It 
h a d n ’t sn o w e d  for 3 days. Snow dep th  w as  ab o u t  6 inches  a long  the bluff, although it 
w a s  over  a  foot n e a r  the toe of the bluff, in the coasta l m arsh , an d  le s s  than an inch 
unde r  d e n s e  sp ruce  trees.

Black bear. Black b e a r  tracks w ere  found on the bluff s lope  below 6262  W est Dimond. 
T he tracks had  no snow  in them  and  w ere  e s tim a ted  to be  2 d a y s  old. The b ea r  Walked 
through the day  bed I found on O ctober  21. S evera l  b e a r  trails zigzagging up an d  down 
the bluff in tersec ted  in this a rea , I followed on e  s e t  e a s t  a b o u t  halfway be tw een  the top 
an d  toe of the bluff. It angled downhill to the bench  at the  toe of the bluff, then turned 
w e s t  along the bench. The b e a r  found a pile of old m o o se  b o n e s  (mostly spinal column 
an d  pelvic girdle) and dug them up (N 61 .13904  W 149.99973). It w alked the bench  
a n o th e r  14 mile, p e rh ap s  1/3 mile overall, then ang led  back  uphill to w here  I first s a w  its 
trail.

I found an  older se t  of b ea r  tracks, p e rh a p s  3-4 d ay s  old an d  ab o u t  14 full of snow, below 
6262  W est  Dimond. I back-tracked the b e a r  a long  the b e n c h  for 0 .3 miles, then  up the 
bluff. I lost the trail on top of the bluff a bou t  100 yards  w es t  of Seacliff Condos in a 
tangle of people  and  m oose  tracks. This and  the  prev ious trail c ro s se d  the switchback 
on the R ed  route shown on the 11/5/01 orthophoto  m a p s  of the C oasta l  Trail provided by 
HDR.
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Another b e a r  trail c ro s se d  this on e  n e a r  the top of the  bluff a u o u t  halfway be tw een  the 
C a rey ’s  h o u s e  on this largely undeveloped  lot and Seacliff C ondos .  This trail w as  
heading  downhill. It m ay have b e e n  the sa m e  bear, but not the s a m e  day, a s  the  two 
trails a n g le d  downhill in opposite  directions and this trail w as  a b o u t  4-5  days  old. The 
trail soon  c a m e  to the bench  at the toe of the bluff and  h e a d e d  e a s t  on the bench . I left 
the trail a t  th e  J a d e  S tree t  e a s e m e n t  to try to catch  a sn o w m ach in e r  in the  refuge. The 
last two b e a r  trails followed the toe of the  bluff for 0 .85 miles.

Moose. M o o se  trails w ere  ob se rv ed  along the toe of the bluff from the Kincaid 
m o toc ross  to below Jod h p u r  Drive, then again n e a r  Campbell C reek . M oose  walked 
along the toe of the bluff in the m arsh  and  on the bench . At lea s t  5 m o o se  trails c ro ssed  
Cam pbell C re e k  on the fill over the culverts; this w a s  obviously a  m ajor corridor over 
lower C am pbe ll  Creek. M oose had  walked up and  down the bluff in severa l  a re a s ,  but I 
s a w  no c le a r  m ovem en t corridors up and  down the bluff.

Coyotes. C oyote  tracks w ere  abundan t.  Coyotes u s e d  the toe of the  bluff a s  a 
m o v em e n t  corridor. If there  w a s  no bench, they u se d  the w e tlands  within 20  feet of the 
toe. T hey  s e e m e d  to prefer using the  b e nches ,  however. I found two, well-defined 
coyote d a y  b e d s  (N 61 .13358  W 149.99683) unde r  a sp ru c e  tree  a b o u t  5 feet a bove  the 
bench . S e v e ra l  well-used trails radiated  out from this spot.  However, coyo tes  also 
traveled well ou t into the m arsh, so  their tracks w ere  constan tly  veering aw ay  from the 
main trails a long  the bluff and  then back to the  bluff. T here  w a s  no p lace  along the 
entire rou te  that  you couldn’t s e e  o n e  or more coyote  trails from. On Mrs. Kyzer’s 
property  the coyo tes  a lso  trotted along the bank  of Cam pbell C reek . A w ell-used trail of 
old and  fresh  tracks w as  a lready  evident. In s o m e  p laces  there  w e re  m any  trails circling 
through the  s e d g e s .  T he  coyo tes  w ere  hunting voles in the s e d g e s  on  the fiats. I heard  
two c o y o te s  yapping n e a r  Campbell C reek  abou t  1400. O ne  w a s  n e a r  the AWWU pump 
station a n d  o n e  w as  a t leas t  Vi-mile offshore. I s a w  the  latter coyo te  a  few m inutes later.
I found a  small den  (N 61 .13350  W 149.97340) n e a r  the  J a d e  S tree t  e a se m e n t .  It w as  
in the up turned  end  of a  root wad. The en tran ce  w a s  ab o u t  a  foot in d iam eter,  but there 
w ere  no tracks to identify the occupant.

Weasels. The  characteris tic  dumbbell prints of w e a s e ls  w ere  a b u n d a n t  in the m arsh  
n e a r  the  toe of the  bluff. They occasionally  ven tured  a w a y  from the bluff, but d idn’t 
s e e m  to go  far. I found s o m e  tracks on the b e n c h e s ,  but didn't s e e  an y  tracks going up 
or down the bluff above  the b e n c h e s .  There  w ere  a r e a s  with concen tra t ions  of tracks, 
such  a s  be tw een  the Kincaid m otocross  a re a  a n d  Jo d h p u r  R oad  an d  be tw een  Seacliff 
C ondos  an d  Kyzer’s property. However, w e a se l  tracks w ere  a b u n d a n t  along the entire 
route.

Magpies. Black-billed m agp ie  tracks and  wing prints w ere  a b u n d a n t  n e a r  the many, 
unfrozen s e e p s  a t the toe of the  bluff. They a p p e a r e d  to be scra tch ing  at the so d d e n  
leaves , p e rh a p s  finding invertebrates.

Raptors. A bald eag le  w as  p e rched  in a  large co ttonw ood n e a r  the w e s t  end  of Mrs. 
Kyzer 's property (N 61 .13275  W 149.96992).

O c t o b e r  29: I walked from Furrow Creek to S a y s h o re  C reek , mostly a long  the b a s e  of 
the  bluff, a  d istance  of abou t 2.2 miles. Snow  w a s  a b o u t  6 inches  d e e p .  Furrow Creek 
h a s  c re a te d  an  alluvial fan an d  the forested  a re a  e x te n d s  farther from the  bluff than most



a re a s .  T he  forest is mixed birch, cottonwood, alder, and  white sp ru c e ,  no different in 
composition from other a r e a s  along the bluff.

Voles and shrews. S om e trails an d  holes in the snow  w ere  found in the  fo rested  a re a s ,  
but tracks a n d  holes of th e s e  small m am m als  were m ost a b u n d a n t  in the  Calamagrostis 
zone b e tw e en  the forest and  the m arsh  se d g e s .

Weasels. W ease l  tracks w ere  ob se rv ed  in forested a reas ;  how ever, they  w ere  o n e  of 
the  m ost com m on tracks in open  a r e a s  heavily u sed  by voles. T h e s e  a r e a s  included the 
Calamagrostis and s e d g e s  n ea r  the bluff from Victor Drive to B aysho re  Creek, especially  
be tw een  the sew er  berm and  the bluff.

Snowshoe hares. The forested  a re a  below the bluff w a s  c r is s -c ro sse d  with n u m ero u s  
sn o w sh o e  hare  tracks. The strip of trees  be tw een  Furrow C reek  an d  the w e s t  en d  of 
Botanical Heights Circle had  the h ighest density of h a re s  I've s e e n  in the  A ncho rage  
Bowl so  far this winter. S n o w sh o e  hare  tracks w ere  a lso  relatively a b u n d a n t  in o ther  
forested  a r e a s  along the entire route. H ares  seldom  s e e m e d  to ven tu re  into the  o pen  
m arsh .

Lynx. B e c a u s e  of the ab u n d an t  ha res ,  the  num ber of preda to rs  a lso  a p p e a r s  high. Lynx 
tracks w ere  num erous in Jo h n s  Park  below the bluff and  the a d ja c e n t  refuge, in all 
directions. S om e tracks went up and  down the bluff, but m ost tracks w ere  on the  flat 
a re a  be tw een  the toe of the bluff and  the open  m arsh. As the fo res ted  a re a  narrow ed  to 
a strip along the b a se  of the bluff south  of Shore Drive, the lynx tracks  continued to be 
a b u n d a n t  only in cover, with occasional short forays into the m arsh  a long  the eco tone . 
Lynx tracks followed the se w e r  berm  an d  the toe of the bluff from Victor Drive to the  Klatt 
p e a t  d isposal peninsula. I did not follow the se w e r  berm  w es t  of the  p e a t  dum p, but two 
s e ts  of lynx tracks followed the toe of the bluff from the p e a t  dum p to B aysho re  C reek  
and  beyond. At least tw_> se ts  of lynx tracks w ere  visible a t  every  point during this 
survey. This a re a  had the h ighest density  of lynx tracks I've e v e r  s e e n  in the A ncho rage  
Bowl.

Coyotes. Coyote tracks w ere  a lso  num erous  in J o h n s  Park  below the  bluff an d  the  
ad jacen t  refuge. Coyotes w ere  less  confined to the forested  strip a long  the toe  of the 
bluff. Their tracks often w ent well into the open  m arsh . However, their tracks  w e re  most, 
concen tra ted  in the forested  a re a  a t the b a s e  of the bluff. C oyo tes  obviously u s e  the toe 
of the bluff a s  a m ovem ent corridor. Coyote tracks w ere  m ore  n u m e ro u s  than lynx 
tracks in a re a s  with only a thin strip of cover  at the toe of the bluff; i.e., from Victor Drive 
to Bayshore  Creek. C oyotes a lso  followed the se w e r  berm.

Moose. Jo h n s  Park w a s  well-used by m o o se  below the bluff, judging from the tracks  in 
all directions. As the forested  a re a  narrow ed to a strip along the b a s e  of the biuff below 
S h o re  Drive, the m oose  tracks and  b e d s  w ere  concen tra ted  on the s e w e r  berm  until it 
b e c a m e  less  prominent n e a r  S p yg la ss  Circle.

Raptors. Fea the rs  from a small p a s se r in e  killed by a raptor w ere  found a t  the  toe  of the 
bluff n ea r  Spyglass  Circle.

O c to b e r  30: I walked from Furrow C reek  to the sledding hill at O ceanv iew  Bluff Park, 
ab o u t  1.1 miles along the bluff. Snow  conditions w ere  the s a m e  a s  yes te rday . T he  
O ra n g e  route along the toe of the bluff is a  t reache rous  a rea ,  with frequen t s e e p s  or
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upwelling pools  of w a te r  from the bluff a  eating o p e n  w ater  or thin ice conditions. It w as 
difficult to walk through the underbrush  and  deadfa lls  without s tepp ing  o r  slipping into 
th ese  icy puddles , and  s o m e  w ere  well over  knee  deep .

From the sledding hill a t  Oceanview  Bluff Park  to the  old O ceanv iew  s e w e r  be rm  lies a 
sw ee tga le  (Myrica gale) brush zone  sandw iched  be tw een  the black s p ru c e  n e a r  the  bluff 
and the s e d g e s  farther out in the m arsh . The sw ee tg a le ,  a b o u t  2  or 3 fee t  high, w a s  
holding a heavy  load of snow  off the  ground. I s a w  no tracks in this a r e a  e x c ep t  m oose  
trails. The high, snowy brush m ay limit visibility a n d  m ovem en t of m ed ium -sized  
m am m als  (e.g., h a re s  a n d  coyotes) until the snow  pack  builds up.

Voles and shrews. The  tracks and  holes  of th e s e  small m am m als  w e re  m ost  ab u n d an t  
in open  a re a s .

Weasels. A few w e a se l  tracks w ere  s e e n  in the forest. I d idn’t sp e n d  m uch time in the 
Calamagrostis and  s e d g e s  beyond the forest w h e re  w ease l  tracks a re  normally m ore  
abundant.

Snowshoe hares. H are  tracks w ere  a b u n d a n t  in fo rested  cover, c o m p a rab le  to 
yesterday . I s a w  no h a re  tracks in the  sw e e tg a le  b rush  be tw een  the s ledd ing  hill a t  
O ceanview  Bluff Park  an d  the old O ceanv iew  s e w e r  berm. As I walked  from the black 
sp ruce  bog towards the bluff, hare  tracks and dropp ings did not b e c o m e  a b u n d a n t  until 
the black sp ru ce  mixed with alders.

Lynx. Lynx tracks w ere  a b ' .n d a n t  in all forested  a re a s ,  c o m p a rab le  to yes te rday . Lynx 
a p p e a re d  less  likely than  c yo tes  to follow h a re s  into the black sp ru c e /a ld e r  z o n e  away 
from the toe of the  bluff.

Coyotes. Coyote tracks  w ere a b u n d a n t  in fo res ted  a re a s  an d  in the o p e n  m arsh , 
com parab le  to yes te rday . Coyote tracks w ere  a lso  a b u n d a n t  in the b lack sp ruce /a lder  
zone  be tw een  the sledding  hill a t  O ceanv iew  Bluff Park  and  the  old O c e a  lview s e w e r  
berm. C oyo tes  traveled the entire length of the old s e w e r  berm .

Black bears. B ear  t racks  w ere ob se rv ed  climbing the bluff on  the ridge e a s t  of Furrow 
Creek. They  joined a well-defined hum an  trail on top of the bluff. I back -tracked  the trail 
down the ridge and  to the  east ,  w he re  it c a m e  out of the subdivision a n d  down the bluff. 
Another se t  of b e a r  tracks  climbed down the bluff n ea rb y  and  h e a d e d  e as t .  The total 
distance traveled by both se ts  of tracks in J o h n s  Park  and  the refuge w a s  0 .2  miles.
There w ere  so  m any  lynx, coyote, and  m o o se  t racks  s tepping  into the  b e a r  prints in this 
part of J o h n s  Park an d  the refuge that the b e a r  t racks  w ere  frequently o bscu red .

Another s e t  of b e a r  tracks climbed the bluff into the subdivision ab o u t  100 ya rd s  e a s t  of 
the last se t.  I back-tracked  this trail for 0.5 mile until they c a m e  down the  bluff ou t of the 
O ceanview  subdivision, be tw een  B each  and  Gulf circles.

I found ano ther  s e t  of b e a r  tracks head ing  e a s tw a rd  n e a r  the sledding hill a t  O ceanview  
Bluff Park. I back-tracked  this trail 0.2 mile until I lost it on a h u m a n /m o o s e  trail coming 
out of the O ceanv iew  subdivision a t the b a s e  of the  old s e w e r  berm.

It is likely that all of the  b ea r  trails followed today  w ere  m a d e  by the s a m e  bear. All 
a p p e a re d  to be a lm os t  two w eek s  old, m a d e  a f te r  the  major snowfall but before  the
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flurries e n d e d .  Except for the trails directly up and  down the bluff, all of the  trails hugged  
the  toe of the  bluff, so m e t im e s  following a narrow bench  above  w e t  a r e a s ,  som etim es  
veering a w a y  from the bluff to get a round  tang les  of d e a d  trees . In total, b lack b e a r  
tracks w e re  found along 0.9 miles of the 1-mile route I walked today  a long  the toe of the 
bluff.

Moose. M oose  tracks w ere  num erous  in fo res ted  a r e a s  and  m o o se  occasionally  forayed 
into the m arsh . The old O ceanview  s e w e r  berm  had nu m ero u s  m o o s e  trails heading  in 
and  out. M oose apparently  use  the berm  a s  a m ov em en t corridor.

Raptors. I s a w  or heard  no raptors; how ever, I found a  blood sta in  from a  hare  killed, 
probably by a goshaw k, on the top of the bluff a d ja c e n t  to Furrow C reek .  I found a  pile 
of fea thers  from a robin killed by a n o th e r  rap tor a t  the toe  of the  bluff a b o u t  halfway 
be tw een  Furrow C reek  and  O ceanview  Bluff Park.

Humans and dogs. P eop le  u se  the m arsh  in winter m ore  than I thought. There  w ere 
well-deiined hum an  trails a t  severa l a c c e s s  points, including the  old O ceanv iew  sew er  
berm, J o h n s  Road, and  Furrow Creek. Y es te rd ay  I found well-defined h um an  trails at 
w es t  J o h n s  Park, Victor R oad, S pyglass  Circle, and  B ayshore  C reek , to n a m e  a  few. I 
s a w  one pe rso n  walking 2 dogs without le a s h e s  in the  refuge n e a r  S h o re  Drive.

N o v e m b e r  3: I walked from Kincaid m o tocross  a re a  to B ayshore  C reek , ab o u t  3.6 miles 
along the bluff. About 6 inches of snow  had  fallen on  the old snow , e ra s in g  m ost tracks 
m ore than  a w eek  old. l i e  snow  s topped  falling ab o u t  30 hours  a g o ,  which he lped  a g e  
new  tracks.

Voles and screws. I found so m e  tracks on the new  snow . Holes in the  sn o w  w ere  the 
m ost a b u n d a n t  sign.

Weasels. N um erous w e a se l  tracks w ere  s e e n  in the o p e n  m arsh  n e a r  the  toe of the 
bluff be tw een  the Kincaid m otocross  a re a  an d  R etherfo rd 's  boardw alk . T racks  w ere  less 
com m on be tw een  the boardwalk and  the AWWU lift station. S eve ra l  s e t s  w ere  found in 
the  open  m arsh  at the toe of the bluff be tw e en  the  AWWU lift sta tion  a n d  B ayshore  
Creek. W e a se ls  w ere  primarily using the o p e n  m arsh ,  especially  in a r e a s  with 
Calamagrostis and  drift logs; however, their t racks  a lso  ven tured  into the  fo rest  e d g e  
along b enches .

Red squirrels. S porad ic  networks of tracks on the bluff face  and  b e n c h e s ,  rarely in open  
marsh. The networks generally  radiated  from a  large sp ru c e  or g roup  of s p ru c e s  with 
large piles of c o n e  detritus and  den  holes.

Snowshoe hares. No concentra tions  of tracks. H ares  tend to s tay  on  b e n c h e s  or 
parallel the bluff s lope  ra ther than m ove up a n d  dow n the bluff. A sm all a r e a  on the 
bench an d  slope be tw e en  the AWWU lift s ta tion an d  B ayshore  subdiv ision  had  m any 
hare  tracks. Noticeable lack of fresh tracks of a n y  kind in pole s ta n d  of birch on bluff 
n e a r  Resolution Pointe  subdivision.

Lynx. F resh  lynx tracks w ere  s e e n  at the toe  of the bluff n e a r  R e the rfo rd 's  boardwalk 
traveling ea s t  abou t 200  yards. O ne or m ore  old s e t s  of lynx tracks a lso  b e g a n  he re  and 
continued ea s t  to Seacliff Condom inium s. M ore fresh  lynx tracks w e re  found be tw een  
Carey 's  house, w est  of Seacliff condos ,  an d  S h o re c re s t  Drive (abou t 300  ya rd s  total).
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Another s e t  of fresh lynx tracks moved up and  down the bluff all a long  Mrs. Kyzer’s 
property. T h e  fresh  tracks occasionally led to the e d g e  of Cam pbell C reek . Another set 
of fresh lynx tracks  was found along the toe of the bluff below B a y sh o re  subdivision to 
Bayshore  C reek . The lynx climbed the bluff a t  B ayshore  C reek  an d  continued e a s t  
along the top  of the bluff, but this trail w as  not followed. Lynx s e e m e d  to prefer walking 
on the b e n c h  or just inside the e a g e  of the forest, u n le ss  deadfalls  o r  heavy  brush forced 
them  into th e  o p e n  m arsh at the toe of the  bluff.

Coyotes. Old coyote  tracks were always in sight. Old tracks c r is s -c ro sse d  the open  
m arsh. F re sh  tracks w ere almost a s  abundan t,  but they w ere  predom inantly  on the 
b e n c h e s  a n d  in the  open  marsh within 30 yards  of the forest ed g e .  Unlike lynx, coyotes 
s e e m e d  to p refer  traveling along the open  e d g e  an d  in the m arsh  to fo rested  a re a s ,  
a lthough a lm os t  every bench had at least  on e  fresh trail. C oyotes  c ro s s e d  the culverts 
on Cam pbell Creek.

A coyote h a d  investigated the day bed I found last time. However, they  had ano the r  day 
bed n ea rb y  u n d e r  a large spruce  tree  at the  toe of the bluff (N 6 1 .1 3 7 7 4  W 149.99354) 
with four b e d s  that  were used  since the new  snow. Many trails rad ia ted  up the bluff, out 
into the m arsh , an d  both e a s t  and w es t  along the bench  and  toe of the  s lope  from this 
day bed . N earby , about 10 feet into the o p e n  m arsh  (N 61 .13844  W  149.99786), w as  a 
ren d ezv o u s  site w here at least 4 coyotes had  joined from different directions and 
trampled a n  a r e a  about 10 feet by 10 feet, before splitting up. O n e  coyo te  had a  freshly 
killed hare ,  judging from spots  of blood an d  a n  im pression  in the  snow . T here  w ere  no 
hare  tracks leading to the rendezvous site, sugges t ing  the hare  w a s  ca u g h t  and killed 
e lsew here .

A d e a d  be luga  w hale  had been  carried by high tides to within 200  fee t  of the b a s e  of the 
bluff off S h o re c re s t  Drive (N 61.13337 W 149.97726). F resh  coyo te  t racks  radiated in all 
directions from the ca rcass .  A group of 5 coyo tes  had  a p p ro a c h e d  the  c a rc a s s  from the 
east,  an d  a  large communal day bed w a s  tram pled  in the  fresh sn o w  a b o u t  20 yards  
from the c a rc a s s .

Black bears. Old tracks were observed  up  and  down the bluff a t  the Kincaid m otocross 
area .

Moose. Old m o o se  tracks were f jund  on all b e n c h e s  an d  in the  o p e n  m arsh  at the  toe 
of the bluff a long the entire route. F resh  m o o se  tracks  w ere  sporad ic . T he  fresh trails 
angled dow nslope  and then walked on the o e n c h e s  or open  m arsh  n e a r  the forest edge. 
Severa l fresh  b e d s  w ere found on b e n c h e s  or in the  o p e n  m arsh  n e a r  the  edge.

Three s e t s  of m o o se  tracks crossed  Cam pbell C reek  ove r  the culverts  T h e s e  s a m e  3 
m oose  had  w alked  through the municipal up lands  n e a r  Resolution Po in te  subdivision 
north of the  AWWU lift station and a c ro s s  the a c c e s s  road. T h e s e  th ree  m o o se  (one left 
spo ts  of blood in left hind prints) eventually turned an d  walked back  w e s t  along the toe o ' 
the bluff, a n d  then  climbed the bluff back into the municipal up lands. O ther  m o o se  had 
walked up and  down the a c c e s s  road. M oose  s e e m e d  to prefer walking in the open  
m arsh below Resolution Pointe and  B aysho re  subdiv isions d u e  to the  thick undergrowth 
and occas iona l deadfalls in this a rea .
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Raptors. Tw o eag le  pe rch es  w ere  found in large cottonwood t ree s  a t  the toe of the bluff 
on Mrs. K yzer’s property (N 61 .13275  W  149.96992; N 61 .13140  W  149.96653). The 
e a s te rn  roost  tree w as  nea r  the b e n d  of Campbell C reek  c lo se s t  to the  bluff.

Ravens and magpies. R avens  a n d  m agpie  tracks w ere  a b u n d a n t  along the b a s e  of the 
bluff. O p e n  s e e p s  betw een  the Kincaid m otocross a re a  and  R etherfo rd 's  boardwalk had 
aga in  a t t rac ted  m agpies . The sn o w  within 10 feet of the largest s e e p s  w a s  packed  by 
m agp ie  tracks .

T en  or m ore  ravens  w ere  feeding on the beluga c a rc a s s  ( se e  coyo te  section).

Humans and dogs. The  only heavily u s e d  hum an trail en te red  the  refuge  through a 
natural cu t  in the bluff from the municipal uplands n e a r  Resolution Pointe  subdivision. 
Fresh  dog  tracks w ere  s e e n  there  a n d  in several locations at the b a s e  of the bluff n ea r  
B aysho re  subdivision. Several of t h e s e  free-ranging dog  trails led into the open  marsh.

N o v e m b e r  5: For com parison with the O range route, I walked o n e  of the least 
d e v e lo p e d  se g m e n ts  of the Red route, through Klatt Bog from the  junction of C 
Street/K latt R oad  to Northwood Drive, abou t 2.1 miles. I took occas iona l  s ide loops 
through a d ja c e n t  habitats. A snowfall of  4-6 inches 2 days  a g o  c ove red  m ost existing 
small a n d  m edium -sized  m am m al t racks  and a snowfall of 2 in ch es  a b o u t  24-30 hours 
ag o  c o v e re d  all existing small m am m al and bird tracks. This allowed m e to a g e  tracks 
a s  fresh  ( le ss  than 1 day  old), 1-2 d a y s  old, and  2-7 d a y s  old.

Voles and shrews. A few fresh vole tracks and  holes w ere  found, primarily in 
Calamagrostis.

Red squirrels. A few fresh squirrel tracks  w ere found in w ooded  a r e a s  n e a r  Tow er Road 
and  the Klatt/Northwood comer.

Weasels. No w ease l  tracks w ere  s e e n .

Snowshoe hares. F resh  hare  tracks w ere  abundan t,  even  m ore  a b u n d a n t  in so m e  
p laces  than  below J o h n s  Park. H a re s  used  disturbed habita t a long  Tow er and  Klatt 
roads .  Disturbed a r e a s  along Tow er a n d  Klatt ro ad s  have  narrow  strips, ab o u t  10 yards 
wide, of a ld e r  and  birch trees mixed with sp ruce  parallel to the  road . F resh  ha re  tracks 
w ere  a b u n d a n t  in heavy  cover, with t re e s  at least  8-10 feet tall. A re a s  with low black 
s p ru c e  t re e s  had few ha re  tracks an d  long d is tances  with no tracks  a t  all. Undoubtedly, 
the a b u n d a n t  hare  population will a ttrac t  lynx, coyo tes , and  avian p reda to rs  like 
g o sh a w k s  an d  g rea t  horned owls. However, it is no tab le  that th e re  w a s  fresh sign of 
only o n e  p reda to r  in 2.1 miles. This a r e a  is not u sed  by p red a to rs  a s  frequently a s  the 
refuge  an d  ad jacen t  m arsh  and e c o to n e  along the bluff.

Lynx. O n e  se t  of 1 to 2 day-old tracks  cut a c ro s s  the p roposed  R ed  route just north of 
the p ro p o se d  parking lot near  the co rn e r  of Klatt/Northwood ro ad s .  A fresh  se t  of lynx 
tracks  paralleled Northwood Drive w h e re  the Red route would c ro s s  the  road.

Coyotes. Two s e ts  of 2 to 7-day-old coyote  tracks w ere  o b se rv e d .  O n e  se t  w as  near  
the w e s t  e d g e  of the subdivision north of Klatt R oad  an d  one  n e a r  Northwood Road.



Moose. F re sh  and  old m o o se  tracks w ere s e e n  sporadically following and  crossing the 
R ed route. T here  w as  no obvious m ovem ent corridor like that below the bluff. M oose 
had  fed in the disturbed habitat a long Klatt Road. Other a r e a s  a long the route had little 
or no b ro w se  and  m oose  w ere  just passing  through. M oose had  c ro s s e d  Klatt R oad  at 
severa l  locations. The num ber of fresh m o o se  tracks s e e m e d  c o m p a rab le  to m any 
a re a s  a t  the  toe of the bluff.

Humans and dogs. There w ere  no wild m am m al or bird tracks from C S tree t to Tow er 
road, a b o u t  1/z mile. This a re a  around the softball fields w a s  heavily u s e d  by s ledders  
and  peop le  walking dogs. Hum ans, with and  without dogs ,  had a lso  walked along the 
north sh o u ld e r  of Klatt Road and  along both of the ro ad b e d s  in Klatt Bog that exit the 
p ro p o sed  parking lot n ea r  the corner of Klatt and  Northwood. All or m ost  of the d o g s  
w e re off leash , judging from their tracks. O ne  dog walker w as  s e e n  along  the route with 
his dog on a  leash .

N o v e m b e r  8: I walked the O range  route from O ceanview  Bluff Park  to Bayshore Creek, 
a d is tance  of abou t 3.3 miles along the bluff. I took occasional s ide  trips through 
a d jacen t  habitats. A snowfall of 4-6 inches 5 days ag o  covered  m ost existing small and 
m edium -sized  m am m al tracks and  a  snowfall of 2 inches  4 days  a g o  covered  all existing 
small m am m al and  bird tracks.

Voles and shrews. Many fresh vole tracks and  holes w ere  found, primarily in 
Calamagrostis or, in the forest, under  deadfalls.

Red squirrels. Squirrel tracks w ere  com m on in w ooded  a re a s .  T hey  w ere  most 
a b u n d a n t  in a r e a s  with large white sp ruce .

Weasels. W ease l  tracks w ere  com m on in the alder/black sp ru ce  bog be tw een  
O ceanv iew  Bluff Park and  the old O ceanview  se w e r  line. W e ase l  t racks  w ere  ab u n d an t  
in the a lde r  and Calamagrostis habitat in J o h n s  Park an d  be tw een  the  Kla*t peat 
d isposal peninsula  and B ayshore  Creek. They  w ere  m ost  a b u n d a n t  in th 
Calamagrostis south  of Shore  Drive and Diligence Circle. An e s t im a ted  6 0 - /0  s e t s  of 
fresh (1-4 day old) tracks w ere  s e e n  in this a re a  a lone (som e  of th e s e  w ere  undoubtedly 
m ad e  by the s a m e  weasel). S o m e  w ease l  tracks w ere  found in the  fo res ted  habitat at 
the toe of the bluff.

Snowshoe hares. Hare tracks w ere  com m on to a b u n d a n t  th roughout the  forested 
habitat and  in all cover with trees  or sh rubs  at least 8 feet tall. H a res  occasionally  
ven tured  into the open  m arsh  be tw een  “is lands1’ of low shrubs .

Lynx. At least one  se t  of lynx tracks transected  the entire  forested  strip be tw een  the  toe 
of the bluff and the open  m arsh . Lynx occasionally walked up to 10 ya rd s  into the open  
m arsh  along the ecotone . From J o h n s  R oad to the w es t  e d g e  of J o h n s  Park  lynx tracks 
of various a g e s  (fresh to over 5 d ay s  old) w ere  a b u n d a n t  and  c r is s -c ro sse d  in all 
directions. Lynx tracks w ere obse rved  at the ou term ost fringe of a ld e r  s h ru b s  a round  the 
mouth of Furrow Creek (e.g., N 61.10388 W 149.89164 and  N 6 1 .10346  W  149.89310). 
The fringe of a lder  sh rubs  ex tends  to the lower e d g e  of HDR’s  orthophoto  m ap  s h e e t  11, 
well into the wildlife refuge. S o m e  tracks w ere  about 800  feet from the  toe of the bluff, 
m e a su re d  with G PS. A lynx bed  (1-2 days  old) w as  found u n d e r  a birch tree  n ea r  the 
mouth of Furrow Creek, abou t 50 yards  from the bluff (N 61 .10444  W  149 .88751 '.  A se t  
of 2-4 day  old lynx tracks followed the toe of the bluff sou th  of S h o re  Drive. F resh  (1-2
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days)  an d  old (at least 5 days) s e ts  of lynx track^ 'j l low ed the toe of the  bluff be tw een 
the Klatt p e a t  d isposal peninsula  and Bayshore Creek. A hare  killed by a  lynx w a s  found 
on top of the  bluff e a s t  of the mouth of Bayshore Creek. Lynx tracks c r iss -c rossed  the 
top of the bluff in all directions a t  Bayshore  Creek w here  only o n e  se t  w a s  p resen t  on 
N ovem ber  3. S o m e  of the trails went up and down the bluff into the wildlife refuga.

The a lder  habitat at the mouth of Furrow Creek is o n e  of the m ost h a z a rd o u s  a r e a s  
along the route. The habitat is abou t half tussocks and  half pools and  w a te rcou rses .  I 
broke through the  ice into w ater  3-24 inches d e e p  a t  least  once  every  5 s te p s  and  w as  
soon  wet to the crotch. About a foot of snow held up by Calamagrostis s te m s  covered 
the ground, com pounding the difficult footing b e c a u s e  I couldn’t s e e  my feet or the 
condition of the  substra te .

Coyote. I found coyote tracks 2-4 d ay s  old n ea r  the  bottom of the  sledding hill at 
O ceanv iew  Bluff Park. C oyotes  had u sed  the old O ceanview  s e w e r  be rm  in the last 4 
days. Two s e ts  of coyote tracks (2-4 days  old) left the  b a s e  of the  s e w e r  berm  and  
h e a d e d  w e s t  into the open  m arsh . The only fresh coyote  tracks ( less  than 1 day  old) 
w ere  s e e n  heading  w e s t  into the open  m arsh  from the Klatt p e a t  d isposal  peninsula . 
Many s e t s  of old coyote tracks (over 5 days old) w ere  obse rved  in the  open  m arsh  along 
the forested  strip and  angling to and  from the open  m arsh  along the entire route walked.

Black bear. No recent b e a r  tracks w ere  observed . O ne  se t  of old b e a r  tracks (over 10 
days) walked e a s t  along the top of the bluff a t  J o h n s  Park. The b e a r ’s  tracks left a  well- 
packed  hum an/dog  trail in J o h n s  Park  and  c ro s se d  into the wildlife refuge head ing  
toward the h o u s e s  on Pacific View Drive. I did not follow it onto the first private lot.

I found a  large cottonwood tree (o' r 4 feet in d iam eter)  with c law ed bark leading to a 
large horizontal limb abou t 25 feet ao o v e  the ground. The tree w a s  ab o u t  20 yards  from 
the toe of the bluff (N 61 .10413  W 149.88470).

Moose. M oose tracks w ere  ubiquitous, especially in the open  m arsh  along the  forested 
strip a t the b a s e  of the bluff. M oose often walked along the toe of the bluff a s  well, and 
tracks w ere  s e e n  criss-crossing in all directions. Occasionally  m o o se  traveled up or 
down the bluff. S o m e  routes up and  down the bluff a re  used  m ore  than  o thers . Many 
m o o se  tracks converged  at the sledding hill at O ceanv iew  Bluff Park, the old O ceanview  
se w e r  berm  a c c e s s  road, the old road leading into the refuge sou th  of B each  Circle, 
Jo h n s  Road e a se m e n t ,  Furrow Creek, the Klatt p e a t  d isposal pen insu la , and  Bayshore  
Creek. T h e se  a p p e a r  to be m ovem ent corridors that m oose  u s e  to e n te r  an d  leave  the 
wildlife refuge.

M oose tracks w ere  ab u n d an t  in the open  m arsh  sou th  of Shore  Drive w here  they were 
moving along the forest fringe and be tw een  low, heavily brow sed  willows in the m arsh.

M oose tracks w ere  the only tracks found in the b lack sp ruce  bog be tw een  the sledding 
hill a t  O ceanv iew  Bluff Park and  the old O ceanview  se w e r  berm . D eep  snow, 
s u s p e n d e d  by Myrica gale and  Calamagrostis s te m s  m ade  it difficult to walk on the 
snow.

Moose had walked around the Klatt peat disposal peninsula, especially near the base 
and the isthmus. I counted 12 moose beds (1-3 days old); 6 of the beds were along the
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sew er  be rm  sou th  of S h o re  Drive. I s a w  1 cow browsing at the toe  of the  bluff sou th  of 
Shore  Drive.

Humans and dogs. Hum an and dog tracks w ere  a b u n d a n t  a t  the  s ledd ing  hill in 
O ceanv iew  Bluff Park, along the old O ceanv iew  s e w e r  berm  and  a c c e s s  road, on the 
Johns  R oad  e a se m e n t ,  on the refuge a c c e s s  trail a t  the  w es t  e d g e  of J o h n s  Park, south 
of the co rn e r  of Shore  an d  Skyway drives, on the Victor Road a n d  S p y g la ss  Circle 
e a s e m e n ts ,  the local sledding hill and  2 nea rby  skating rinks in the  m a rs h  sou th  of 
S eapo rt  Circle, and  Bayshore  Creek.

N o v e m b e r  17: I walked the O range route from the sledding hill a t  O c ean v iew  Bluff Park 
to Cam pbell C reek, a d is tance  of abou t  4.2 miles. I took occas iona l s id e  loops through 
ad jacen t  habitats. About 1/2 inch of snow  fell 3 d ay s  ago.

Voles and shrews. Many fresh vole and  so m e  sh rew  tracks and  ho les  w e re  found, 
primarily in Calamagrostis and beach  rye or, in the forest, b e tw e en  a n d  u n d e r  logs.

Red squirrels. Squirrel tracks were found in w ooded  a re a s .  T hey  w e re  m ost  abundan t  
in a r e a s  with large white spruce.

Muskrats. A m uskra t d e n  w as dug into the bank  a t  the  toe of the  bluff n e a r  the  w e s t  end 
of Bree Drive (N 61 .10462  W 149.88633). F resh  tracks  w ere  on the ice an d  sn o w  on 
and  around  a  small, mostly unfrozen puddle.

Weasels. W ease l  tracks  w ere a b u n d a n t  in the Calamagrostis sou th  of S h o re  Drive and 
Diligence Circle. S o m e  w ease l  tracks w ere  found in the forested  hab ita t  a t  the  toe  of the 
bluff. About 20 small w ease l,  p resum ably  least  w e a se l ,  trails w e re  found in the  birch 
forest on top of the bluff e a s t  of Cam pbell Creek.

Snowshoe hares. H are tracks w ere com m on to a b u n d a n t  th roughou t the  fo res ted  
habitat and  in all cover  with trees or sh rubs .  H ares  occasionally  ven tu red  into the open 
m arsh  be tw een  "islands" of low shrubs.

Lynx. Old lynx tracks w ere  se en  in the  brush be tw e en  the sledding hill a n d  the old 
O ceanview  s e w e r  line. Old lynx tracks w ere  a b u n d a n t  be tw een  the  old O ceanv iew  
sew er  line and  S hore  Drive in all directions. T h e s e  old tracks w ere  m ore  a b u n d a n t  than 
last time (i.e., 4-9 day s  old) and at leas t  o n e  s e t  w a s  ab o u t  3 d a y s  old. A lynx had  
walked down B ayshore  Creek abou t 3 days  ago. A fresh  se t  (today) of lynx tracks  went 
up B ayshore  Creek. I backtracked this s e t  and  an  o lder  s e t  (abou t 3 d a y s  old) into all 
the brush  at the mouth of Bayshore Creek, a lm os t  ou t to the s e w e r  be rm . A no ther  se t  of 
fresh lynx tracks, probably the sa m e  lynx, w as  on top of the bluff e a s t  of C am pbell  Creek 
along with old lynx tracks.

Coyote. Coyote tracks w ere  not a s  a bundan t,  c o m p a re d  with p rev ious  visits, be tw een  
the sledding hill and  S hore  Drive; however, fresh a n d  old tracks w e re  in Furrow Creek 
canyon and w ere  very abundan t from the Shore  Drive se w e r  line to C am pbe ll  C reek , in 
all directions. Old s e t s  of coyote tracks  w ere  found a long  the entire  route , but w e re  most 
a b u n d an t  w est  of J o h n s  Park. Old an d  fresh coyo te  tracks w e re  on top of the  bluff ea s t  
of Campbell Creek.
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Moose. Old m o o se  tracks were ubiquitous. F resh  tracks w ere  d iscon tinuous, but 
com m on. Two yearling bulls w ere  s e e n  n e a r  the  old O ceanview  s e w e r  line and  on a  bed 
n ea r  the  toe  of the  bluff 200 yards e a s t  of the Klatt p e a t  d isposal pen insu la .  The latter 
bull ran w e s t  a long the toe of the bluff over the p e a t  d isposal is thm us a n d  continued 
w es t  along the toe of the bluff.

Old m o o se  tracks followed the old Oceanview  s e w e r  line and turned  e a s t  and  w est  from 
the sou the rn  end  of the berm. A well-defined m o o se  trail led from n e a r  the  sou thern  end 
of the be rm  northw est towards Johns  Road. I followed it through the Myrica gale and  
black s p ru c e  bog until it s e em e d  to peter out in the brush  abou t halfway to the bluff. 
Another heavily u s e d  m oose  trail left the bluff n e a r  the b a s e  of the  s e w e r  line and 
c ro ssed  the  o ther trail in the Myrica gale, head ing  so u th w est  into the g h o s t  forest.

A heavily u se d  m o o se  trail ran along the toe of the  bluff from J o h n s  R o a d  to the sew er  
berm n e a r  Shore  Drive. Another m o o se  trail c a m e  down the bluff n e a r  th e  eag le  nests  
and  h e a d e d  south  into the open m arsh  and  refuge. The trail w a s  le s s  defined  in 
sec tions  with lots of blowdcwns. The trail split a t  the berm  with o n e  fork following the 
berm an d  o n e  staying a t  the toe of the bluff. T he  trail split at the  Klatt p e a t  d isposal 
peninsula  and  then  rejoined 3long the toe of the bluff to Cam pbell C reek . Lots of m oose  
tracks on top of the  Klatt peai disposal peninsula .

Raptors. O ne  e a g le  w a s  flying parallel to the bluff n e a r  the Klatt p e a t  d isposa l  
peninsula. A go sh aw k  or great horned owl had  killed and  ea te n  a s n o w s h o e  hare  a t a 
perch n e a r  the toe of the bluff abou t 100 ya rd s  w e s t  of Furrow Creek.

Humans and dogs. Human and dog tracks w ere  a b u n d a n t  at the  s ledd ing  hill in 
O ceanv iew  Bluff Park. People had sn o w sh o e d  from the sledding hill to the  se w e r  line 
along a  survey line cut roughly parallel to the  bluff. Sk iers  and  s n o w s h o e rs  had u sed  the 
sew er  line and sw ung  back from the end  toward the sledding hill. T h e s e  trails should be 
c lear in an  aerial photo. Other trails heavily u s e d  by peop le  an d  d o g s  c a m e  down the 
bluff e a s t  of Furrow Creek  and into the refuge, w e s t  of Furrow C reek  to the  creek, a t  the 
w est  en d  of J o h n s  Park  and into the refuge, Victor Drive, and  the  local s ledding  hill at 
S eap o rt  Drive, B ayshore  subdivision out into the  o p e n  m arsh  and  parallel to the bluff 
toward Campbell C reek. The two skating rinks in the  m arsh  n e a r  B a y s h o re  had  been  
obliterated by high tides and blocks of ice. S eve ra l  heavily u s e d  trails w e re  on top of the 
bluff e a s t  of Cam pbell Creek. Lots of free-ranging  dog  tracks e n te re d  the  refuge n ea r  
Bayshore  subdivision. Snow m achines, w alkers , and  d o g s  u s e d  the AW W U a c c e s s  road 
to a c c e s s  the refuge.

N o v e m b e r  18: I walked approximately 1 mile th rough C onnor 's  Bog a n d  e d g e  habitat 
ad jacen t to the athletic fields at de  la V ega  park. About 1/z inch of s n o w  fell 4  days  ago.

Voles. Two short  vole trails w ere  obse rved . T he  black sp ruce  bog  w a s  essen tia l ly  a 
clean sla te , with no o ther  small or m edium -sized  m am m al tracks or bird s ign  on the 
snow.

Moose. Old m o o se  tracks w ere com m on a n d  s o m e  fresh  trails w ere  o b se rv e d .  There 
w as  no obvious direction of trails, excep t  a long  fence  lines.
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Humans and dogs. Human and dog tracks w ere  a bundan t  along the  s e w e r  berm, fence 
lines, an d  following several old snow m ach ine  tracks in the bog. T h re e  skijorers with 
dogs  p a s s e d  by on the sew er  berm.

N o v e m b e r  20: I walked from the Kincaid m otocross  a re a  to C am pbell  Creek, a  d istance  
of abou t  2 .7  miles. A light freezing rain fell 2 days  ago. R ecen t  high tides left ice and 
crusty sn o w  a t  the  toe of the bluff be tw een  the m otocross  a re a  and  Retherford 's  
boardw alk a n d  below Shorecres t  Drive an d  the Kyzer's property. This proved to be  a 
good s u b s tra te  for tracking larger m am m als , a s  coyote and  m o o se  tracks  w ere clearly 
visible a n d  could be aged .

Voles and shrews. Snow conditions w ere  not ideal for finding small m am m al tracks. 
S om e vole an d  shrew  trails were ob se rv ed  in the s a m e  locations a s  before.

Red squirrels. Tracks w ere  not abundan t,  and  w ere  only ob se rv ed  in w ooded  a r e a s  and 
along the e d g e  of the open  marsh.

Weasels. T racks  were not abundant; how ever, snow  conditions w e re  not ideal for 
finding small tracks in open  a re a s  d u e  to tidal flooding.

Snowshoe hares. Tracks were com m on, but not a b u n d a n t  along e c o to n e .

Lynx. Two s e t s  of old lynx tracks w ere  o b se rv e d  along the eco tone , beginning w here  the 
bench  w idens  w e s t  of Retherford’s boardwalk. They  w ere  1-2 w e e k s  old (i.e., n ew er  
than my last s e t  of tracks but before last w e e k ’s snow). A fresh s e t  ( le ss  than 1 day) of 
lynx tracks  w a s  obse rved  below Seacliff C ondos ,  heading  east .  A no ther  set, probably a 
day  older, w a s  a lso  observed  below Seacliff C ondos. Both s e ts  of lynx tracks w e re  lost 
on the bluff a t  Kyzer's property. Lynx tracks usually followed the b e n c h  in the t ree s ,  but 
occasionally  ventured  up to 10 yards into the o pen  m arsh.

Coyote. F re sh  coyote tracks w ere very a b u n d a n t  along the entire route . As m any  a s  4 
coyo tes  (I adult, 3 pups) had traveled in a  group  and  singly along the  entire route in both 
directions a t  the  e d g e  of the open  m arsh  and  along all b e n c h e s  during the last 1-3 days. 
F resh  an d  old tracks a lso  went up the bluff and  out into the m arsh .

A coyote  had  dug  up and  inspected a m o o se  leg bo n e  on the bluff n e a r  the  m otocross  
a rea ,  ab o u t  40  yards  below the top (N 61 .14231 W 150.01987), a b o u t  a  w eek  ago . A 
coyote had  in spec ted  on an old b e a v e r  c a rc a s s  a t the toe of the bluff less  than 100 yards 
e a s t  of the  m o toc ross  a re a  (N 61.14176 W 150.01954). This w a s  probab ly  a b e a v e r  I 
left n e a r  the a n te n n a  tower on top of the bluff last Ju n e .  One or two co y o te s  had  dug up 
and  played with the old goose  c a rc a s s  (mostly fea thers)  on the b e n c h  w es t  of 
Retherford’s boardwalk (N 61.14051 W 150.01057). S ince  y e s te rd a y  a t  least 2 coyotes 
had  dug up and  inspected  the old m o o se  vertebra l column and  pelvic girdle (on the 
bench) that the black b e a r  had found a n d  in spec ted  severa l  w e e k s  a g o .  Multiple old and 
fresh coyote tracks  led to and from the be luga  c a rc a s s  n e a r  C am pbell Creek. In addition 
to th e s e  scaveng ing  efforts, several d o z e n  digs w ere  obse rved  in the  s e d g e s  n e a r  the 
toe of the bluff w here  coyotes had a ttem p ted  to ca tch  a vole or sh rew .

G roups of 3-4 coyote  day beds, u sed  in the  last 1-2 days ,  w ere  found a t  the  toe of the 
bluff under  a large sp ruce  and ad jacen t birch tree  (N 61 .14073  W 150.01245), a b o u t  15 
feet a b o v e  the b en ch  under two large s p ru c e  t re e s  (N 61 .13876  W  149.99898), a n d  on

14



the b e n c h  u n d e r  a large sp ruce  tree  (N 61.13781 W 149.99317). T he  last s e t  of day 
bed s  w a s  the  sa m e  a s  those  obse rved  on N ovem ber 3. The c o y o te s  h ad  trampled 
ano the r  ren d ezv o u s  site in the snow  a b o u t  200 yards  to the e a s t  of t h e s e  day  b e d s  over 
a  w eek  a go . Like the one  I observed  on  N ovem ber 3, this r e n d e z v o u s  site w as  abou t 10 
feet in d iam e te r  and w as located ab o u t  10 feet into the open  m arsh .

Moose. M oose  tracks we:re ubiquitous. T here  is an  obvious trail in the  o p e n  m arsh  at 
the e d g e  of the  trees and on every  b e n c h  from the m otocross  to C am pbe ll  Creek.
M oose b e d s  w ere  observed  mostly in the open  a t  the e d g e  of the  t re e s ,  but severa l  w ere  
on the b e n c h e s .

Magpies and ravens. Pools of open  w a te r  a re  still available a t the  toe  of the  bluff 
be tw een  the Kincaid m otocross a re a  an d  R etherford’s  boardwalk. M agp ies  and  ravens  
continue to u s e  the pools and the surrounding  sn o w  surface . A g ro u p  of 10-20 ravens  
h a s  b e e n  s e e n  nea r  the w est  boundary  of Kyzer's property on  e v e ry  visit. T oday  
approxim ately  15 w ere in the co ttonw oods, occasionally  flying to the  be lu g a  ca rc a ss ,  
which is in the  s a m e  location a s  last time. R a v e n s  had  left a lm o s t  no  un tracked  snow  for 
200 fee t  a long  toe of the bluff, c e n te re d  on Mrs. Kyzer's w o o d en  fence ,  a n d  from inside 
the tree  line to abou t 20 yards into the op en  m arsh .

Raptors. A bald eagle  flew the length of Cam pbell Lake and  o v e r  the  d a m  into the 
refuge.

Humans and dogs. Human tracks w e re  a b u n d a n t  a t  the  m o to c ro ss  a r e a  and  s o m e  
people  had  walked part way do’ vn the bluff. H um an tracks w e re  a lso  a b u n d a n t  in the 
trees  below Seacliff Condos, L it peop le  had  not e n te red  the o p e n  m arsh ,  which is 
flooded, with a  thin crust of ice. Many peop le  and  d o g s  had  w alked  a long  the AWWU 
a c c e s s  road.

S n o w m ach in es  have run the entire rou te  from Cam pbell Lake to Poin t Cam pbell, and 
p resum ab ly  beyond. Most or all of the  s n o w m a ch in e s  a re  com ing from h o u s e s  around 
the lake. Below the m otocross a rea ,  s ev era l  s e t s  of old trails w e re  20-40  yards  offshore. 
Trails ten d ed  to stay farther from the t re e  line be tw e en  the m o to c ro ss  a r e a  and  Mrs. 
Kyzer's property to avoid wet a re a s  a n d  h idden logs. At Mrs. K yzer’s  the  trails funneled 
into th e  a re a  betw een the creek and the  bluff. S n o w m a c h in e s  c ro s s e d  Cam pbell C reek  
at the culverts below the dam. Old a n d  new  sn o w m a ch in e  trails ran  a long  the e a s t  bank  
of the c reek  and  betw een  the lake a n d  the  refuge along  the AWWU a c c e s s  road.

N o v e m b e r  21: I walked the portion of the Red route through Klatt Bog from the junction 
of C Street/Klatt Road to Northwood Drive, a b o u t  2.1 miles. I took occas io n a l  s ide loops 
through ad jacen t  habitats. The last snowfall, ab o u t  14 inch, w a s  7-8 d a y s  ago.

Voles and shrews. A few fresh vole t racks  an d  ho les  w e re  found, primarily in 
Calamagrostis.

Red squirrels. A few fresh squirrel t racks  w ere  found in w o o d e d  a r e a s  n e a r  Tow er R oad 
and  the Klatt/Northwood corner.

Snowshoe hares. Hare tracks w ere  a b u n d a n t  in the  s a m e  a r e a s  they  w ere  found last 
time. H ares  se ldom  ventured into the black sp ru c e  bog. A few h a re  t racks  w ere  found 
just inside the fence e a s t  of Tower R oad .
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Coyotes. Two s e ts  of fresh coyote tracks w ere  obse rved  in the  irrigation ditch w es t  of 
Tow er R oad. Another fresh se t  of tracks w as  in the gravel pits w e s t  of the housing area . 
A hare  w a s  killed n e a r  the route in this a re a  judging by the p ieces  of fur, but the kill site 
w a s  not found, so  the preda to r  is unknown.

Moose. F resh  and old m oose  tracks were s e e n  sporadically following and  crossing the 
R ed  route. The only m ovem ent corridors a p p e a re d  to be along the strip of disturbed 
habitat a long  Klatt R oad, w here m o o se  are  browsing on a lders  a n d  birches along the 
strip, and  the dike behind the subdivision, w here  m o o se  s e e m  to follow the fence  line. 
M oose had  c ro ssed  Klatt Road a t  m any  locations. The n u m b er  of fresh  m oose  tracks 
s e e m e d  com parab le  to m any a re a s  a t the toe  of the  bluff.

Humans and dogs. T here  w ere  no wild m am m al or bird tracks from C S tree t to Tower 
road, ab o u t  Vz mile. This a rea  around  the softball fields w as  heavily u s e d  by s ledders  
and  peop le  walking dogs. H um ans, with and  without dogs , had  a lso  walked along the 
north shou lder  of Klatt Road and  along both of the road b ed s  in Klatt Cog that exit the 
p roposed  parking lot n e a r  the co rner  of Klatt and Northwood. O n e  dc,g walker w a s  s e e n  
along the route with he r  dog on a  leash . A couple had two d o g s  not on lea shes .
Another pair of dogs  w a s  s e e n  with no owner.

N o v e m b e r  22: I walked approxim ately 1/2 mile through C onnor’s Bog and e d g e  habitat 
ad jacen t  to the athletic fields a t  d e  la V ega park. T he  last snowfall w a s  8-9 d ay s  ago; 
how ever  recen t heavy  hoarfrost facilitated identification of recen t  tracks.

Voles. No vole or sh rew  trails w ere  observed .

Snowshoe hares. A few hare  tracks w ere  obse rved  in the black s p ru c e  bog n e a r  clumps 
of taller sp ru ce  and  in the fringe of mixed birch/spruce next to the  athletic fields.

Moose. Old m oose  tracks w ere  com m on  and  so m e  fresh trails w e re  observed . There  
w as  no obvious direction of trails, excep t  along fence  lines.

Humans and dogs. H um an and  dog tracks w ere  a b u n d a n t  a long  the  se w e r  berm, fence 
lines, and  following severa l  old snow m ach ine  tracks in the  bog. O n e  skier w a s  obse rved  
with 2 loose  dogs.

D e c e m b e r  22: I walked approxim ately 1 mile through C onnor 's  Bog and  e d g e  habitat 
ad jacen t  to the athletic fields a t d e  la Vega park. It had  sn o w ed  a b o u t  Vi inch 4 days  
before.

Voles. No vole or sh rew  trails w ere  obse rved .

Red squirrels. O ne s e t  of tracks w a s  obse rved  in a black sp ru c e  “island."

Snowshoe hares. No tracks w ere  ob se rv ed , even  in suitable  habita t.

Moose. No new tracks w ere  o bse rved .

Humans and dogs. H um an and  dog  tracks w ere  a b u n d a n t  a long  the s e w e r  berm.



J a n u a r y  8, 2002: I walked approximately 0.6 mile a long  the  "ad justed  Gold Route" and
0.4  mile a long  the "original Gold Route" in a  loop through Jew el Lake Bog and e d g e  
habitat be tw e en  Jew el and  Sand  lakes. It snow ed  a b o u t  1 inch a b o u t  24 hours ago .

Voles. Two vole trails w ere  obse rv ed  on the brushy berm  n e a r  w h e re  it in tersects  with 
the northernm ost crossing of the bog.

Snowshoe hares. No tracks observed .

Weasels. O ne  se t  of short-tailed w e a se l  tracks (36" bounds)  c ro s s e d  the original Gold 
R oute  a t  the sou thw est co rner  of the  loop.

Moose. Old m oose  tracks were visible. A fresh cow an d  calf trail c ro s s e d  the p roposed  
trail n e a r  the S and  Lake canal. T h e re  w as  no obvious direction of trails.

Humans and dogs. Hum an and dog  tracks w ere  a b u n d a n t  along a packed  
sno w m ach in e  trail a t  the northernm ost crossing of the  bog and  in the  so u th e a s t  co rner  of 
the  loop, w here  it connects  with 8 4 lh Avenue. A p e rso n  with two loose  dogs and  a 
pe rso n  with one  leashed  dog had walked the w este rn  s ide  of the  loop. A loose dog  had 
c ro s s e d  the bog at the sou thern  crossing , and  dog tracks w ere  s e e n  along the e a s t  side 
of the bog. N um erous old snow m ach ine  tracks c ro s s e d  the bog in all directions.

J a n u a r y  9: I walked from Cam pbell C reek  to the Kincaid m otocross  a rea ,  approxim ately 
2.7 miles. It snow ed  abou t 2 days  ago; how ever Chinook winds g lazed  all but this 
m orning 's  tracks. The crusty snow  and  large e x p a n s e s  of ice o b sc u re d  m ost tracks 
sm aller  than coyote.

Muskrats. Three  m uskrat p u sh u p s  w ere  found a b o u t  20 yards  from the  bluff n e a r  
R etherfo rd’s boardwalk (N 61 .14039  W 150.00442). O ne  of the p u sh u p s  had a n  
unfrozen hole through the ice.

Moose. F resh  m oose  tracks w ere  o b se rv e d  on the AWWU a c c e s s  road. One to two 
day  old tracks w ere  obse rved  a round  Campbell C re e k  a nd  w es t  along the toe of the bluff 
on Kyzer's property. Many older t racks followed the  s a m e  m ovem en t pattern a s  
prev ious observations.

Coyotes. I saw  a group of 3 coyo tes  in the  vicinity of the beluga  c a rc a s s .  They  w e re  
moving slowly e a s t  and c ro ssed  Cam pbell C reek  ab o u t  150 yards  from the bluff. The 
c reek  w a s  about 1/z full of water, with large overhang ing  corn ices  of ice lining both banks. 
T he  m ap  m arks the location w here  the coyo tes  w ere  last s e e n ,  hunting voles in a  s e d g e  
m eadow . The coyotes had  exam ined  the beluga  c a rc a s s  a  few m inutes  earlier, judging 
from tracks and  a fresh scat.  I back tracked  the s e ts  of tracks to the bluff and  a long  the 
toe of the bluff to the Kincaid m otocross  a rea .  The 3 coyo tes  had  followed b e n c h e s  and 
the  e co to n e  at the toe of the bluff, with occas ional loops into the op en  m arsh.

Lynx. A 1-day-old se t  of lynx tracks  walked e a s t  a n d  w es t  along the toe of the bluff 
below Kyzer's property. Snow  conditions w ere  not ideal for following th ese  tracks, but 
occas iona l 1-2 day old lynx prints w ere  s e e n  a s  far w e s t  a s  R etherford’s  boardwalk, 
probably  from the s a m e  lynx.
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Raptors. At least  2 e a g le s  so a red  slowly overhead  repeated ly  during the  entire survey. 
A goshawk w as  obse rved  flying along the top of the  bluff at the Kincaid m o tocross  area .

Ravens and magpies. As m any a s  10 ravens  w ere  s e e n  in the  vicinity of the  be luga  
carcass. T he  beluga w a s  entirely covered  with ice. R av en s  had  p e c k e d  through the ice 
to the c a rc a s s  to feed. T h e s e  ravens  a lso  followed and  sw ooped  on  the  coyo tes  in the 
sam e  a re a .  Most of the s e e p s  be tw een  the Kincaid m otocross  a r e a  a n d  Retherford 's  
boardwalk w ere  still o pen , although icing and  recen t  cold w e a th e r  h a d  c losed  s o m e  of 
them. Magpie tracks w ere  visible around the open ings.

Hum ans and  dogs. H um an and dog tracks w ere  a b u n d a n t  on the AWWU a c c e s s  road 
and at the toe of the bluff below Seacliff condos. A person  had  w a lked  along the toe of 
the bluff m ost  or all the w ay from Seacliff condos  to the  Kincaid m o to c ro ss  a re a .

Snow m achine tracks w ere  num erous  on the AWWU a c c e s s  road  a n d  both ban k s  of 
Campbell Creek. A snow m ach ine  had b e e n  driven down the bluff on  the  Kyzer’s  
property. At least  one  old snow m achine  track w a s  visible from C am pbe ll  C reek  to the 
Kincaid m otocross  a re a  an d  beyond.

Conclusions

The strip of natural habita t below the coasta l bluff be tw een  O c e a n v ie w  Bluff P a rk  and 
the Kincaid m otocross  is heavily u sed  by wildlife for severa l  r e a s o n s .  First, it is natural 
habitat in and  a d jacen t  to the wildlife refuge, with relatively little d is tu rb a n c e  from people 
and pets com pared  to o ther  parts of the A nchorage  Bowl.

Second, the m arsh  and  woodland form a n  eco tone , or e d g e  b e tw e e n  two hab ita t  types. 
Ecotones often support  m ore  abundan t  and  d iverse  wildlife popu la t ions  than a single 
habitat type. Coastal m a rs h e s  a re  relatively rare in Cook Inlet, a n d  the  A ncho rage  
Coastal Wildlife R efuge e n c o m p a s s e s  over 95%  of the  coasta l m a rs h  in the  A nchorage  
Bowl. The coasta l m arsh-w oodland  eco tone  at the  toe of the  c o a s ta l  bluff su p p o rts  large 
num bers of sn o w sh o e  h a re s  ana , in so m e  a re a s ,  v o les  and  s h re w s .  Small birds and  
squirrels a re  found primarily in the w ooded habitat. T h e s e  small an im a ls  a ttract 
num erous 'sm all and  m edium -sized  predators . G o sh a w k s  and  g rea t -h o rn e d  owls hunt 
the voles, squirrels, h a re s ,  and small birds. T re es  provide n e s t  s i te s  an d  p e rc h e s  for 
raptors and other birds tha t  forage in the coasta l  m arsh .  Lynx hun t  primarily h a re s .  
Coyotes hunt h a re s  a n d  voles. W e ase ls  hunt vo les  and  sh rew s.

Third, the coasta l bluff is a physical barrier. M oose  moving a long  the  bluff usually walk 
at the toe of the s lope  or in the open  m arsh  along the  w ooded  e d g e .  T he  bluff is too 
s teep  in m any a re a s  for a m oose  to easily walk up, down, or a c r o s s  a n d  they usually 
avoid doing so. C oyotes , lynx, and  b e a rs  can  n eg o tia te  the s t e e p  s lope , but they  tend to 
follow the path of leas t  res is tance  at the toe of the  bluff a s  well. Black b e a r s  a lso  walk 
along the top of the bluff when they a re  foraging for g a rb a g e  a n d  bird s e e d .

Finally, so m e  sp e c ie s  tend  to avoid the phalanx  of h o u s e s ,  ro ad s ,  a n d  ya rd s  in 
neighborhoods on top of the bluff.

For all of the above  r e a s o n s ,  the toe of the bluff is a  critical m o v e m e n t  corridor for 
m oose, coyotes, lynx, an d  black bea rs .  No o ther  a r e a  in the A n c h o ra g e  Bowl is
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com parab le . S p e c ie s  u se  the wildlife refuge and  ad jacen t lands in different pa tte rns , a s  
follows.

Moose. M oose  tend  to walk along "benches" ad jacen t to the o pen  m arsh  or in the  m arsh 
along the e d g e  of the t rees  if there is no bench and  the bluff is s teep .  W h ere  the w oods 
ex tend  se a w a rd  of the  toe of the bluff, for exam ple  in J o h n s  and O c e an v iew  Bluff parks, 
m o o se  follow the toe of the slope and the w ooded  edge. M oose a lso  follow s e w e r  
berm s. S o m e tim e s  m o o se  leave the toe of the bluff and w ooded  a r e a s  to walk well into 
the m arsh , even  a s  far a s  the mud flats. There  a re  severa l well-defined rou tes  up and 
down the bluff, primarily the sledding hill at O ceanview  Bluff Park, the  a c c e s s  road to the 
O ceanview  s e w e r  berm, several ravines in J o h n s  Park, B ayshore  C reek , an d  the AWWU 
a c c e s s  road  n e a r  Campbell Creek. M oose u se  th e s e  routes to travel b e tw e en  upland 
a r e a s  an d  the coasta l  m arsh. The density of m o o se  s e e m s  to be  co m p a rab le  to that in 
parks and  g reen b e lts  in the A nchorage Bowl.

Coyotes. C oyo tes  a lso  tend to follow b e n c h e s  an d  the open  m arsh  a long  the  e d g e  of 
the trees . However, they frequently w ande r  out into the m arsh  an d  occasionally  climb 
the bluff. At least  5 coyotes  have  used  the su rveyed  a rea .  They a re  m o st  often s e e n  
w es t  of C am pbell Creek. A group of 3 or 4 coyo tes  s e e n  by a h o m e o w n e r  n e a r  Shore  
Drive m ay  have  b e e n  the s a m e  anim als. On the o ther  hand, w e s t  of C am pbell  C reek  
the coyo tes  often travel together, while e a s t  of Cam pbell C reek  it is un u su a l  for m ore 
than 2 coyo tes  to travel together. There  is a concen tra ted  a re a  of d ay  b e d s  an d  
ren d ezv o u s  s ites  w e s t  of Campbell C reek  along the toe of the bluff. R e s id e n ts  often 
report hearing an d  see ing  this group in the m arsh . This a re a  h a s  the h ighes t  u s e  by 
coyo tes  of any I have  s e e n  in the A nchorage  Bowl. W olves a re  s e e n  eve ry  y e a r  in the 
coastal m arsh  be tw e en  Potter Marsh and  Point Campbell; how ever, no  t racks  w e re  
ob se rv ed  during this study.

Lynx. Lynx se ldom  stray m ore than 10 yards from the t rees  and  w oody  s h ru b s  w h e re  
the h a re s  a re  found. Along m ost of the coasta l bluff lynx tracks genera lly  follow the  toe 
of the bluff. Exceptions a re  in Jo h n s  Park  and  B ayshore  C reek  w h e re  lynx hun t 
throughout the riparian habitat on alluvial fans an d  occasionally walk up a n d  dow n the 
c reeks  an d  hunt on top of the bluff. The strip of w oods  along the toe of the  bluff in Jo h n s  
Park  is the only p lace  I know in the A nchorage  Bowl w here  o n e  can  e x p e c t  to find lynx 
tracks within 2 d a y s  after a snowfall. At least  2 lynx u se  the s tudy  a re a .

Black bears. Most local black b e a rs  w ere  in d e n s ,  or a t  least  out of town, by the  first 
snowfall; however, a t  least  2 black b e a rs  and  a brown b e a r  w ere  s e e n  in or n e a r  the 
s tudy a re a  in O c to b e r  and  November. The brown b e a r  w a s  s e e n  in Kincaid Park . It 
a p p ro a c h e d  the coasta l  bluff south  of the chalet, but tracks w ere  not found in the  study 
a rea .  The 2 black b e a rs  were s e e n  on top of the  bluff, an d  tracks w ere  found on  severa l 
o ccas ions  on the top and  at the toe of the bluff. B a se d  on m any reports  from bluff 
hom eow ners , b lack b e a rs  a re  increasingly co m m o n  along the c o as ta l  bluff. At lea s t  4 
black b e a rs  w ere  s e e n  in fhe study a re a  during s u m m e r  and  fall 2001 . H o m e o w n e rs  
obse rved  bea rs  traveling on top of the bluff, but judging from tracks the b e a r s  a lso  
followed the toe of the bluff. Black b e a rs  often c ro s s  Campbell C reek  below the dam ; 
however, it is u n c lea r  w here, so  this s e g m e n t  of the genera l  m o v em e n t  corridor along 
the toe of the- c o as ta l  bluff is not depicted  on the  m aps .
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Weasels. W e a s e ls  w ere  found in a r e a s  with abundan t  voles and  sh re w s ;  i.e., primarily 
in g r a s s e s  o r  s e d g e s .  I have never s e e n  a  density of w ease l  tracks  a s  high a s  the  a rea  
e a s t  of the  Klatt p e a t  d isposal peninsula.

Snowshoe hares. The  density of hare  tracks below the bluff in J o h n s  P ark  1-2 d a y s  after 
a snowfall is a m o n g  the highest I have  s e e n  in the A nchorage  a re a .

Raptors. T h e  bluff is critical habitat for goshaw ks  and  g rea t  ho rned  owls, due  to the 
density of h a re s .  S o m e  a re a s  are  critical habitat for bald eag le s ,  particularly a round  nest 
and roost  t re e s .

Humans and dogs. H um ans and dogs  w ere  se ldom  ob se rv ed  below  the coastal bluff; 
however, t rack s  w ere  com m on in severa l  a re a s .  The O ceanv iew  Bluff sledding hill w as 
the m ost  pop u la r  a re a .  The bluff w as  u sed  a s  a ne ighborhood s ledd ing  hill on S eap o rt  
Circle an d  th e re  w ere  2 skating rinks built in the m arsh  nearby. P e o p le  u se d  m any  
routes to a c c e s s  the  refuge for snow shoeing , skiing, an d  walking a  dog . T he  rou tes  
included the O ceanv iew  Bluff Park sledding hill, the a c c e s s  road to the  O ceanv iew  
sew er  berm , J o h n s  Road e asem en t ,  severa l trails in J o h n s  Park, th e  Victor R oad and  
Spyg lass  Circle e a s e m e n ts ,  Bayshore Creek, severa l  p laces  in B a y sh o re  and  Resolution 
Pointe subd iv is ions , the AWWU a c c e s s  road, and the Seacliff C ondom in ium ’s trail. 
People  genera lly  u s e d  these  a c c e s s  routes to walk into the o p e n  m arsh ;  they  se ldom  
walked along  the  toe of the bluff. In m ost c a s e s ,  d ogs  w ere  not on  l e a s h e s ,  but their 
tracks w e re  a s s o c ia te d  with hum an tracks; i.e., m ost w ere  not free-roam ing . No ca t 
tracks w ere  s e e n  below the bluff.

N um erous  sn o w m a ch in e  tracks com e out of the Cam pbell Lake ne ighborhood  a n d  .turn 
w est a n d  e a s t  to run in the open m arsh. Snow m ach ine  tracks w e re  s e ld o m  c lose  to the 
bluff, e x c e p t  w h e re  they left the m outh  of Campbell Creek. S n o w m a c h in e rs  probably 
stay offshore  to avoid brush, thin ice, and  driftwood logs. S n o w m a c h in e  tracks w ere  
obse rved  a s  far w e s t  a s  Point Campbell. I did not a ttem pt to follow tracks  to the east;  
however, s n o w m a c h in e s  from Campbell Lake have  b e e n  s e e n  a s  far  e a s t  a s  the 
O ceanv iew  s e w e r  outfall. Snow m achine u s e  s e e m s  to be he a v ie s t  on  v /eek en d s ,  but 
res iden ts  h a v e  a lso  reported use  a t night. Most sno w m ach in e rs  us ing  the  refuge a re  
probably m inors. Recreational snowm achining is prohibited in the  refuge , but the  
regulation is difficult to enforce.

Freshwater bogs. Wildlife and hum an  u se  of Klatt, Jew e l  Lake, a n d  C o n n o r ’s b o g s  w as 
much different th an  below the coastal bluff. Animal tracks w ere  s e ld o m  found in the 
black s p ru c e  bogs ,  excep t  m oose  in transit. Disturbed habita ts  a long  ro ad s ,  trails, and 
berm s su p p o r te d  hardw oods  ea ten  by ha re s .  The density  of h a re s  in a  small a r e a  w est  
of Tow er R o a d  in Klatt Bog was am ong  the h ighest I have  s e e n  in th e  A ncho rage  Bowl. 
This a r e a  w a s  a lso  frequented by at least  1 coyote. M oose  fo raged  in th e s e  disturbed 
habitats. T h e re  w a s  little other u s e  by wild m am m als .  Unlike in the  c o a s ta l  m arsh , 
people an d  d o g s  w ere  common along alm ost every  road, trail, a n d  b e rm  in th e s e  bogs. 
Most of the d o g s  o b se rv e d  were either not lea sh ed  or free-roami: ig. S n o w m ach in e  use  
was heavy  on Je w e l  Lake Bog.

The A n ch o rag e  C o a s t  Wildlife Refuge is a  well-known san c tu a ry  for waterfowl, 
shoreb iras , c r a n e s  a ' ■: o ther wildlife in spring, su m m er,  and  fall. Until now, winter 
wildlife u s e  w a s  a  we xept secret. T racks and  o ther  sign left in the  s n o w  a re  c lear  
ev idence  of the  im portance  of the coasta l  m arsh-w oodland  e c o to n e  to avian and
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terrestrial p reda to rs ,  ha res ,  and  m o o se  in winter. Although this s u rv e y  w a s  conducted 
during winter, taking a d v an tag e  of sn o w  for tracking, it is likely that  th e  s a m e  habitats 
an d  m o v e m e n t  corridors a re  u sed  year-round. The forested bluff a n d  eco tone  a t  the toe 
of the bluff a re  critical in maintaining wildlife populations in the refuge , irrespective of 
property lines.
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S ta te  takes  over Coastal T ra il plan
Opponent of long-delayed 12-m ile  extension calls m aneuver a 
betrayal
By Don Hunter 
Daily News Reporter
(Published December 22, 2000)

Three state agencies are taking over development of a planned 12-mile 
extension of the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail from Kincaid Park to Potter 
Marsh, Gov. Tony Knowles announced Thursday.

An environmental analysis of potential routes that generally hug the 
coastline will begin next month, said Pat Pourchot, commissioner of the 
Alaska Department of Natural Resources. Previously considered 
alignments that would have taken the trail along highways miles from 
the coast are no longer part of the project.

"Those have beer, dropped as Coastal Trail alternatives, but most of 
them still appear in the municipality's trails plan," Pourchot said. Those 
trails may be built separately.

City and state planners have been working on the trail extension since 
late 1997. Initially, they said they hoped to settle on a route by the end 
of 1998.

But some South Anchorage residents, including homeowners who own 
bluff property, strongly objected to locating the new trail there. State 
biologists said a heavily used trail could damage a marshy habitat used 
by animals and migrating waterfowl. The project became mired in a 
battle between trail users who wanted a coastal route and those who 
said money would be better spent building trails in neighborhoods.

Knowles, who is on record supporting a shoreline route, said in a 
written statement Thursday that transferring oversight, along with 
better coordination among the state agencies, "should ensure that the 
project stays on schedule."

The project will be managed by Pourchot's DNR, the Department of Fish
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and G am e, and  the  D e p a r tm en t  of T ranspo r ta t ion  and  Public Facilities, 
which has  been  working on it with city p lanners  for th re e  y ea rs .  The 
p roducts  of th a t  effort, including the p ro p o sed  a lignm en ts ,  will be 
finished nex t  m onth .

The surviving trail p ro spec ts  a re  broken  into s e g m e n ts  half a mile to 
two miles long, with a t  leas t  two a lte rn a t iv e s  for each  s e g m e n t ,  
Pourchot said. S om e run along the  toe  of th e  Turnagain  Bluffs, skirting 
the  A nchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge. O th e rs  a re  a to p  the  bluff, and 
so m e  m ay run inland half a mile or far th '.r ,  he said.

Knowles and Mayor George W uerch have  d iscussed  transfe rr ing  th e  trail 
ex tens ion  to th e  s ta te ,  and  W uerch a g re e d  in concep t,  said sp o k e sm a n  
Dennis Fradley. But W uerch h a s n ' t  s e e n  the  s ta t e 's  plan in writing ye t  
and  w on 't  sign off on it until he does , Fradley said.

Jim Posey, the  city 's d irec tor of cultural and  recreational se rv ices ,  said 
he will continue to be involved.

City officials w an t  to m ake  su re  the  trail eventually  built can  be sensibly 
m an a g e d  and  m ain ta ined . "It’ll be tu rn e d  over  to the  city for 
m a in ten an ce  and  opera tions ,"  Posey sa id .  "And we build a lot m ore  
trails th an  they  do."

Special Section
■

Bring home soma 
great vacation photos

i PHOTO

The switch w as good new s to Mike Frank, a p rop o n en t  of keeping  the  
new  leg of the  trail close to  th e  c h a ra c te r  of the  existing one .

"I d o n 't  think it could go an y  slow er th a n  it's going, and  I know the  
g o v e rn o r  is in te res ted  in seeing  it built," Frank said. "Maybe th a t  will 
instill so m e  speed  into w ha t 's  been a very , very slow process ."

An opponen t,  how ever, described  the  s t a t e  tak e o v e r  a s  "ex trem ely  
disappointing" and  a be trayal  of the  efforts  of citizens who vo lun tee red  
t im e to the  project.

"We knew this was coming for a long t im e,"  said Smiley Shields, a 
biologist and na tu ra lis t  who lives a top  th e  bluffs overlooking th e  wildlife 
refuge. "The whole planning had been  biased  and  abso lu te ly  pro-trail, 
to p u t  it down th e re  a t  any  cost. This is th e  proof of it."

Pourchot said the  env ironm en ta l  analysis  of the  a l te rna t ives  should  be 
com ple ted  by the  end of 2001 , with th e  p ro jec t  th en  in position to go to 
des ign . Som e work has  a lready  been d o n e .  Counts of an im als  and  
migrating birds th a t  u se  the  refuge have  been  going on since March.

The land above  and  below the  bluff is a pa tchw ork  of p riva te  and  public 
ow nersh ip . Scores  of h om eow ners  own lots a top  the  bluff, and  so m e  
own property  ex tending  o u t  into the  m ud  flats and m arsh  below. 
Pourchot said the  s ta t e  will work to minimize th e  trail's  effect on private 
property .

In m any  spo ts ,  the  trail m igh t cu t  along the  base  of the  bluff, 
"substantia lly  below the  view line of th e  property  ow n ers  . . . and  
sh ielded  by the  bluff and w oods,"  he said.
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If p roper ty  o w n e rs  refuse  to nego tia te  and  a rou te  th ro u g h  their  
p roper ty  s e e m s  bes t ,  "’.he re  obviously a re  con d em n a tio n  p rocedures  
availab le  throug '-  DOT."

Building the  ex ten s io n  would add  a n o th e r  link to w h a t  s o m e d a y  m ight 
be a c o n tinuous  trail from dow ntow n A nchorage  to Portage ,  Pourchot 
said . The s t a t e  has  a lread y  built trails from  Indian  to  Bird and  from Bird 
to  Girdwood.

"Clearly, this is a p ro jec t  of in te re s t  to th e  governor ,  and  it fits into a 
la rg e r  v iew of enhanc ing  recreational va lues  along A nchorage  and  down 
T urnagain  Arm," he said.

As m ay o r  of A nchorage  from 1981 th ro u g h  1987, Knowles cham pioned  
construc tion  of the  existing trail, which runs  a b o u t  11 miles from 
Second  A venue  dow ntow n to the  ski c h a le t  in Kincaid Park and  quickly 
b e c a m e  one  of th e  city 's m ost  popular recrea tiona l v e n u e s .  I t  w as 
n a m e d  for him days  before  he left office.

R epo r te r  Don H unter  can  be reached  a t  d h u n te r@ adn .com and 257- 
434 9 .
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B A Y S H O R E / K L A T T  C O M M U N I T Y  C O U N C I L

Minutes of the Membership Meeting 
January 3, 2001

President Dokoozian called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. A quorum was present and 
a register was provided for members and guests to sign. Mr. Dokoozian announced 
handouts.

I. Introduction and approval of Minutes and Agenda 
Minutes and agenda were approved, with corrections 
Treasury’s report: Balance: $1057.

II. Special Guest Presentations
A. Assembly Report

J. Shamberg discussed the upcoming vote on the ballfields. Apparently 
former Mayor Mystrom promised 25 acres to the Simoneon Little League.
The Assembly is looking for a solution, as several do not want the fields to be 
built in the BiCentennial Park area. The 2020 Comp plan is available at the 
Library. Two town centers are proposed, and will be examined in more detail. 
Two million has been allocated to the Sr. Center for further development. A 
member complimented D. Tremaine and Janice on the conditions of the 
bicycle paths.

B. Alaska Department of Transportation South Coastal Trail Report
Jim Childers: Mr Childers, the project manager from AK DOT/PF for the 
South Coastal Trail presented various topics related to the Trail. He said that 
they realized in mid summer of 2001 that they would have to conduct a full 
environmental impact statement on the project. He said that the draft EIS 
should be ready by May 1, 2002. The EIS is a disclosure document. It 
discusses alternatives. The no build alternative will also be presented. They 
will analyze impacts over a 20-year period. The final route will come out in 
the final EIS. FHWA has the final say in the project even though they rely on 
AK DOT to provide necessary information on which to base that decision.
AK DOT will also seek agency agreement. They will have to comply with the 
Corps/NEAPA merger agreement. He further discussed the concurrence/non 
concurrence process and how this relates to the NEPA process. He also 
discussed the various routes stating that the Red route is now significantly 
different since the pending Hulquist development and MOA’s new trail 
design. He also stated that “We need to be locked into agency concurrence 
before we go on.” He discussed the route selection process and stated, “We 
will continue to take alternatives off the map until we have a final map.” He 
also stressed that he was anxious to have some agreement so that other 
alternatives wouldn’t come forward later on. Some suggested that this would



preclude any additional creativity on route selections. He added that they 
were positioned to do additional habitat studies, however, they believe they 
need set alternatives first. He stated that he wanted to “bear down and look at 
individual properties.” One member asked what portion o f  the study had been 
devoted and when to the conduct o f environmental data. Childers responded 
that the first season (2000) was dedicated to abundance and distribution 
studies while in 2001 nesting studies were completed. He added that 
approxim ately 200K had been spent on data co llection  This represents about 
8% o f the total spent o f  the project to date. Childers felt they still had to 
spend an additional 500K on assessment work including property assessments. 
A m em ber asked what he meant by “property assessm ents?” Childers 
responded that they needed a ROW to put the trail in to. While much o f  the 
land may be on government land, some will have to be on private land. He 
stated that they don’t know where they stand on all o f  this especially the 
“relocations.” He staled they would do everything they could to avoid these, 
but he still felt that they will occur. Several members requested that better 
quality maps be placed on the web. Other members requested a more 
thorough explanation o f the costs involved in the project. He stated that future 
maintenance costs would be included in cost estimates. He adm itted that the 
M unicipality would be responsible for future trail maintenance costs. He 
mentioned that they would be conducting a thirty-year life cycle cost analysis. 
He discussed the concept o f loops that three com m unity councils had 
endorsed. He stated that the “project team” had for the most part dismissed 
the concept o f loops, as they (the project team) did not feel that loops meet the 
terms o f the P&N document. He admitted that their diffeience with the 
Councils was philosophical as “ loops don’t fit w ithin the concept o f  the 
project.” Childers fuither s f  -d that the publics’ last chance to com ment on 
the process would be after the range o f  alternatives is approved by FHW A 
during the Draft EIS process. Therefore, if  the range is approved by FHW A 
with alternatives that are less than desirable for Council residents, there will 
be little chance o f  change. With Childers were Lori Schanche (M OA) and 
M ark Dalton (HDR), members o f the project team.

III. Old Business
None

IV. N ew Business
A. A second request from Pete Kirmeen for a recycling facility was reviewed by 

the Council, and unanimously rejected.

No other business was transacted. The meeting ended at 9:20 P.M.

W ayne M. Pichon. Secretary
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maintenance costs would be included in cost estimates. He admitted that the 
M unicipality would be responsible for future trail maintenance costs. He 
mentioned that they would be conducting a thirty-year life cycle cost analysis. 
He discussed the concept o f loops that three com m unity councils had 
endorsed. He stated that the “project team” had for the most part dismissed 
the concept o f  loops, as they (the project team) did not feel that loops meet the 
terms o f  the P&N document. He admitted that their difference with the 
Councils was philosophical as “ loops don’t fit within the concept o f  the 
project.” Childers further stated that the publics’ last chance to comment on 
the process would be after the range o f alternatives is approved by FHW A 
during the Draft EIS process. Therefore, i f  the range is approved by FHWA 
with alternatives that are less than desirable for Council residents, there will 
be little chance o f  change. With Childers were Lori Schanche (M OA) and 
Mark Dalton (HDR). members o f  the project team.

III. Old Business 
None

IV. New Business
A. A second request from Pete Kinneen for a recycling facility was reviewed by 

the Council, and unanimously rejected.

No other business was transacted. The meeting ended at 9:20 P.M.

Wayne M. Pichon, Secretary



J a n u a r y  6 ,  2 0 0 2

Mayor George Wuerch 
M u n ic ip a lity  o f Anchorage 
P.O. BOX 196650.
Anchorage, A laska 99519-6650

Dear Mayor Wuerch;

In  th e  Anchorage D aily  News of  1 /5 /02 , I  was p leased  to  see your 
su p p o rtiv e  response o f  our community c o u n c ils ' work to  lower speed 
l im i ts  in  our neighborhoods. Thank you fo r  reco g n iz in g  and honoring th e  
needs o f  o u r c i ty .

But a t  p re se n t, th e re  i s  a  much g re a te r  need. Many o f  us have 
been in  a c t iv e  o p p o s itio n  to  th e  South E xtension  o f th e  C o asta l T r a i l .
In  f a c t ,  t o  d a te , a l l  communities im m ediately a f fe c te d  by th e  Orange 
Route a re  in  o p p o s itio n  to  i t  and have endorsed th e  Gold Route o r  no 
ro u te  a t  a l l .  These communities in c lu d e  Oceanview/Old Seward, 
B ay sh o re /K la tt, and Sand Lake Community C ouncils, and s e v e ra l homeowner 
a s so c ia tio n s  in c lu d in g  th e  Campbell Lake community. And y e t  our v o ices  
a re  no t g iven  any c r e d ib i l i ty .  I t  appears, even a s  i t  d id  in  A p ril 
1999, t h a t  th e  d e c is io n  o f an Orange Route has a lread y  been made.

R ecen tly , a t  th e  B ayshore/K latt Community Council n e s tin g  on 
1 /3 /02 , Mr. Jim  C h ild e rs , S ta te  P ro je c t  Manager, b a s ic a l ly  s ta te d  th a t  
th e  Orange Route was a lread y  th e  p re fe r re d  ro u te . He took i t  upon 
h im self to  change th e  Gold Route and s ta te d  t h a t  a  t r a i l  w ith  "loops" 
was not accep tab le . He th en  commented th a t  a  c o a s ta l  t r a i l  u s in g  "old" 
t r a i l s  was a lso  unaccep tab le , th u s  e lim in a tin g  th e  Red Route. He 
d efin ed  accep tab le  c r i t e r i a  f o r  th e  c o a s ta l  t r a i l  a s  a  "new" continuous 
t r a i l  a long  th e  c o a s t l in e  from p o in t A to  p o in t B; i . e . ,  th e  Orange 
Route. When a  S ta te  P ro je c t Manager uses c i r c u la r  th in k in g , in  o th e r  
words, u ses h is  p re fe r re d  ro u te  to  d e f in e  th e  p ro je c t  c r i t e r i a ,  th e r e  i s  
no room f o r  p u b lic  feedback. The p ro je c t  d e c is io n  i s  sim ply d ic ta te d  
and imposed upon th e  p u b lic . And y e t th e  c i t y  o f Anchorage (through 
L ori Schanche, M unicipal P ro je c t Manager, and HER A laska, In c .)  has 
promoted p u b lic  m eetings to  ga in  such feedback , and has a lread y  spen t 
over two m ill io n  d o l la r s  o f ta x p a y e rs ' money f o r  th e  study  and 
d isc u ss io n  o f t h i s  p ro je c t .

I t  i s  my f e e l in g  and th e  op in ion  o f  o th e rs  th a t  th e  p rocess  o f 
ex tend ing  th e  c o a s ta l  t r a i l  has invo lved  b ia s , c o n f l ic t  o f i n t e r e s t ,  and 
m isuse o f a u th o r ity ,  a s  w ell as  u n e th ic a l p ra c t ic e s  in  government.
P lease  s to p  t h i s  p ro cess  befo re  i t  causes more in ju s t ic e  and damage to  
our com m unities. Thank you.



s i n c e r e l y ,

M argaret L. K la t t  
S ec re ta ry , Oceanview/Old Seward 

Community C ouncil 
Member, WAIT (Vfomen f o r  A ccurate 

In fo rm ation  on T ra i ls )  
530 Oceanview D r ., Anchorage 99515 
Phone: 907-345-5848

M L K :m lk
cc : South Anchorage Assembly Members:

Jan ice  Shamberg 
Dick Tremaine 

S ta te  L e g is la to rs  fo r  Cceanview/Old Seward: 
R ep resen ta tiv e  Joe Green 
Senator J e r ry  Ward


