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A lask a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e

R.EPR.ESENTATIVE DKEW  SCALZI
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
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FAX: (907) 465-3472 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  _D rew  _ S e a l z i@ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s

Spon so r Statement

HB283: "An Act relating to  appointm ents to the Board o f F isheries and to the ex offic io 
secreta ry o f the Board  o f F isheries."

. Despite record catches in recent years, the present salmon industry is reeling from the impact of 
foreign farmed-fisheries driving Alaska's prices to historic lows. As early as 1892, the Alaska 
salmon industry has been plagued by glutted world salmon markets and falling prices -  but has 
always recovered and it can recover again. However, to compete in the world market today, it is 
imperative that we utilize leading edge expertise in the management of our salmon industry.

To bring this expertise to the Alaska Board of Fisheries, (ABOF) this bill effectively does two 
things: it designates three seats to the commercial fishing sector, three seats to the 
sport/personal-use sector, and one seat to the subsistence users throughout the state; and, it 
limits the terms of the board members while allowing reappointment after sitting out one term.

Section 1 - Seat Designation : Under the first item, it is important to note that the designation of 
board seats is not a unique proposal in regard to appointing membership to boards. As an 
example, the International Pacific Halibut Commission has designated seats, with one member 
from each country representing harvesters, one representing processors, and one representing 
the government. The designation mentioned above would assure representation from all 
segments of industry pertinent to the biological management of the fishery.

Commercial rep resentation  is lacking with the present appointm ent p rocedu re : The 2001 
APOC report shows that only one member earned commercial fishing income of over $1,000. 
This amount hardly constitutes adequate representation of a billion-dollar/year industry, the 
state’s leading employer, the second largest contributor of revenue to the general fund, and 
most importantly, an industry in desperate need of revitalization. With the entry of high quality, 
lower-priced foreign-farmed fish on the world-market, Alaska needs innovative, knowledgeable, 
and progressive individuals from the commercial fishing sector to ensure that our fisheries can 
hold their own against such challengers.

Know ledgeab le spo rt and pe rsona l-u se representation is necessa ry  to add ress severa l 
critical issues :
Riverbank degradation, international salmon treaties reflecting migration patterns and harvest 
levels, and local area stock depletion of federally managed fisheries all are concerns related to 
Alaska sport and personal use fisheries.

Additionally, sport and personal-use fisheries throughout the state are burgeoning. To effectively 
manage the river systems for sustained yield and imminent growth, knowledgeable represen­
tation needs to be a part of the process.

A dedicated subsistence seat needs to be added to the ABOF:

mailto:_Sealzi@legis.state.ak.us


The lack of settlement between the state of Alaska and the federal government on the 
subsistence issues has led to co-management of our resources between the two entities. The 
ABOF in its management would bode well to have representation from the subsistence users of 
this state. Alaskans need to adequately address commercial, sport, personal use, and 
subsistence all within the context of each other.
Section 2 - Term  Lim its:
While good argument exists against term limits regarding elected officials, appointed officials fall 
into a somewhat different category. The people of the state have a voice through the governor, 
who appoints the board members, and the legislature, which confirms them. However, there is 
no direct vote as in a general election to remove members. This bill compromises the concept of 
limiting members’ terms by allowing reappointment after sitting out one term.
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FROM : BRAD BARR

JetSuite; Jan-30-02 9:45AM; Page 1
At: 465-3472

RHONE NO. : 253 833 57?G Jan. 30 2091 11:45AM PJ

5120 Foster Avonuo S.E., Auburn, WA 08082 
Phono: (253) 833-5778 • Fax: (253) 833-5776

January 28, 7.002

Rep.rtiseftt3.tive Gary Stevens 
Representative Peggy Wilson. 
Co-CMirs
House Special Committee on Fisheries 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capita). (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 98801-1182

Dm ' Representatives Stevens and Wilson,

I am writing to give Concerned Area M Fishermen's support for HB 283 Be HB 284. Both of 
these bills will bring a balance back to the Board of Fisheries that is badly needed. Tbe Board 
needs more geographical representation as well as better balance between commercial, sport and 
subsistence. The present Board is weighted heavily towards sport and central Alaska. 'I he bias 
towards certain, user groups and regions could be eliminated with the passage of HB 283. The 
issue o f Conflict of Interest has been, an ongoing concern for many participating in tlie board 
process and HB 284 would bring relief on this issue to commercial fishermen and many coastal 
communities o f Alaska.
Concerned Area. M Fishermen represents 110 drift giilnct salmon permit holders from tire Alaska 
Peninsula/ Aleutian Islands and is a member group of the UFA. Wo appreciate both of you talcing 
the time to read our comments on what wc fed are two very important issues. Hopefully the 
Alaska House of Representatives will consider these bills du mg this session to help improve the 
Board of Fisheries process.

Brad. L. Barr 
President

I
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At: 465-3472

UNITED FISHERMEN OF ALASKA

Representative Peggy Wilson 
Representative Gary Stevens 
Co-Chairs
House Special Committee on Fisheries 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Dear Co-Chairs,
Re: HB 283 Appointments to Board of Fisheries
United Fishermen of Alaska supports passage of this bill to provide for designated seats 
on the Board of Fisheries and term limits for Board members.
Designated seats for sport, subsistence, and commercial are needed to ensure that the 
board members has recent, substantive, experience and expertise in the various fisheries 
they represent The ex-vessel value o f commercially caught seafood has exceeded $ IB in
manage this renewable permanent fund. This expertise requirement exists for other 
boards, such as the Marine Pilot Board.
Term limits are needed to achieve two goals. The first is to avoid bumout by board 
members; six years is long enough in the demanding environment of the Board of 
Fisheries. Second, limits are needed to ensure that fresh faces are at the table to address 
changing circumstances while maintaining some basic continuity.
The twenty-niuc members groups of UFA would appreciate your support in pasting this

If you have any questions about our position or if you need additional information, please 
feel free t? contact me.

Thomas M. Gemmcll 
Executive Director

MfiMBEF) ORGANISATIONS
AlnvkaLonglin* fiarianiKiii'uAisoclalloii - AlafKa rrollar* AnnodaUon • Aljon Proceartura Association ■ Bristol Bay Floiurvo 

Chlgnik Regional Agiiacullura AneodelloM • Cor.cemw Ajis "M" Ftahtmiwi • Cook Inlet Annnculturr Association 
CoPoor Rivet Snlmon Producnrj AwodaUtm • Coidove Oi j|ri« FlMmrrnon Uniletl • (VmgJa* Inland P'mk and Chum 

Kenai Pemncuix Fielwnnnn’j Aijouainyi • Kofllnk Regional Aquacu/luto Associnhnn • Kodiak Safnsrj Association • North Pftrifc Fiaherks Aainehlltv, 
Northom Snuitioas! Rnginnal Aqujcultiira Aosoclni/on • Old HaiUot Fislisrmiil'a Association • PsIoisDura Vassal Ovmtir, An*v.Linnn

February 4,2002

211 Fourth Street, Suite 110 
' Juneau, Alaska 99801 -1172 

(907) 586-2820 
(907) 463-2545 Fax 

E-Mail: ufa@ufa-flsh.org 
www.ufa-fish.urg

some years; it is critical that some board members have the expertise necessary to

bilL

Trtt______w  n ______n >-
Sincerely,

mailto:ufa@ufa-flsh.org
http://www.ufa-fish.urg
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Cordova d is t r ic t  Fishermen U n ited
Celebrating 65 Years of Service to Commercial Fishermen in Cordova, Alaska 

P.O. Box.939 Cordova, Alaska 99574 / phone (907) 424-3447 / fax (907) 424-3430 /
e-mail cdfuffiptlotaihanet

February 4,2002

House Special Committee on Fisheries 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 31.00)
Juneau, AK 99801-1192

RE: HB 283 - Appointments to the Board of Fisheries 

Dear Members,

CDFU, representing the fishing fleets of Area £ - the Copper ftiver and Prince William 
Sound - supports the intent of HB 283, The Alaska Board of Fisheries plays an extremely 
important role In the viability of our fisheries resources florf the commercial fishing industry, os 
well as In the sport, personal use and subsistence f Isheries of our state. As the lion's share of the 
Board's decisions deal with the intricate 'nuts and bolts" of regulating Alaska's commercial 
fishing industry, CDFU believes that knowledge and understanding of commercial fishing is a 
resource critically important to the Board. All fisheries issues are complex, but commercial 
fisheries are particular'/ so, and the Board of Fisheries needs the benefit of those 
knowledgeable of the subtleties and nuances that will make or break the industry.

The current language of the bill that details the criteria for representation of the 
commercial fishing seats likely restricts the number of capable and effective fishing industry 
representatives to too small a pool. We look forward to a broader discussion of that definition.

We fully support the provision in this legislation for terms limits. The Board of Fisheries 
is likely the most grueling and demanding Board or Commission in the State af Alaska Six years 
is more than enough fa r  any individual to serve. Over time, it is only natural that positions and 
biases tend to develop and firm on the divisive issues facing this Board. It is only fair to the 
stakeholders being regulated that folks with fresh vision and energy be allowed to serve on this 
very important board.

Thank you for considering our comments. We look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

Sue Aspelund
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U nited Southeast A laska G illncttcrs 
PO  B ox  22427  
Juneau, A laska 99802  
(9 0 7 ) 5 8 6 -5 860  Fax (9 0 7 ) 5 86 -0 167  
E-m ail: usag@ gci.nct 

February 6, 2002

Representative Peggy Wilson 
Representative Gary Stevens 
Co-Chairs
House Special Committee on Fisheries 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-li 82
Dear Co-Chairs,
Re: HB 283 Appointments to Board of Fisheries
United Southeast Alaska Gillnetters (USAG) supports passage of this bill to provide for
designated seats on the Board of Fisheries and term limits for Board
members.
Designated seats for sport, subsistence, and commercial are needed to ensure 
that the board members has recent, substantive, experience and expertise in 
the various fisheries they represent. The ex-vessel value of commercially 
caught seafood ha3 exceeded $1B in «orae years; it is critical that some 
board members have the expertise necessary to manage this renewable 
permanent fund. This expertise requirement exists for other boards, suoh as 
the Marine Pilot Board.
Term limits are needed to achieve two goals. The first is to avoid burnout 
by board members; six years is long enough in the demanding environment of 
the Board of Fisheries. Second, limits we needed to ensure that fresh 
faces are at the table to address chareing circumstances while maintaining 
some basic continuity.
The 100-plus members of USAG urge your support in passing this bill.
If you have any questions about our position or if you need additional 
information. please feci free to contact me.

SinrwHv

A 910 -98S  fAOB)
I

ujppew •-] K J j o r  o q q i o i  2 0  9 0  q o j

mailto:usag@gci.nct
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n g  r e f u g e

Pftoh} >y m. 6co3 Moon
■ p r o d u c t io n  fa c il it y  o n  t l ie  S w a n s o n  R tv * f  O i l F ie ld ,  p ic t u r e d  from t h e  air In  1998. O i l 
e x p lo r a t io n  a n d  p r o d u c t io n  h a v e  b o o n  a  f ix tu re  o n  t h e  Kenai N a t io n a l W ild l if e  R e fu g o

it the sam e th in g ."

u b n d p r o b l c x r u  
», m o re  t h in  300 
>ve b e e n  reported  
iv e r o n d  u io c ia t-

ed  B e a v e r  C r e e k  In d u s tr ia l Kites, 
r a n g in g  f ro m  a f e w  g t l lo n t  le ak ed  
o n to  the g ro u n d  to » m a jo r  cxp lo-  
i l o n  in  I972, w h ic h  sub seq uen t ly  
le d  to  a $40 m i l l i o n  p o ly c h lo r in a t ­
e d  b ip h e n o l (P C D )  c le a n u p  t in t

w u n ' l  dn rw  u n t i l 20 yosrs h i tor. 
O th e r  in c id e n ts  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  
unde tec ted  o r  u n repo rted , accord- 
la g  to  i  report re ie a te d  o n e  y ea r 
a g o  b y  T I f f in y  Parsons o f  th e  U .S .

See OtL, back p*9«

Fish
Board
makeup
disputed
Scalzi bill would 
designate seats
syHAimtrce
PinliuUa Ctirion

I f  A la s k a 's  a i l in g  f is h e r ie s  a re  to  
b e  w in n e r s  o n  th e  w o r ld  m a rk e t, 
d o c it io n e  o n  h o w  ( h o io  f i ih e r ic a  ore r u n  ih o u ld  b e  m a d e  b y  ex pe rts  
I n  t h e  f i e l d ,  n o t  p o l i t i c a l  
a p p o in te e )  w h o  m a y  h a v e  l l n l e  
r e a l- lif e  f is h in g  e x p e r ie n c e , ia y <  
R e p .  D r e w  S c a l x i ,  R - H o m e r , 
» pon w r  o f  a b i l l  to  c h a n g e  (he w i y  
m em b e r s  o f  th e  A l a i l u  B o a rd  o f  
F is h e r ie s  a re  a p p o in te d .

T h e  la te s t v e r s io n  o f  H o u s e  B U I 
283 , a  c o m m i t t e e  a u b i t l t u t e  
p a s s e d  M o n d a y  b y  th e  H o m e  
S p e c ia l C o m m it t e e  o n  F is h e r ie s , 
U  s c h e d u le d  fo r  a te lo c o n fe re n c e d  
h e a r in g  at 1 p .m . to d ay  b e fo re  the 
H o u s e  R e s o u rc e s  C o m m it t e e .

I f  ad o p te d  in  its  p re se n t fo rm , 
(ho s e v e n  a p p o in te d  tea ta  o n  the 
B o a r d  o f  F i i h  w o u ld  b e  d e i ig n it-  
e d  —  tw o  g o in g  to  c o m m e r c ia l 
f is h e rs , (w o  g o in g  to  spo rt fis h e rs , 
a n o th e r  p a ir  to  s u b s is te n c e  f is h e rs  
a n d  o n e  n s m e d  at U r g e . -

I n  e a ch  ca s e , th e  d e s ig n e e s  
w o u ld  h a v e  to  h a v e  at le a s t f iv e  
y e a rs  o f  a c l i v o  p a r t ic ip a t io n  In  
c o m m e r c ia l ,  sp o rt o r  S ub s is te n ce  
f i s h e r i e s  t o  q u a l i f y .  W h e r e  
r e q u ir e d , e a c h  w o u ld  a l i o  h a v e  to  
h o ld  (ho a p p ro p r ia te  f is h in g  p e r ­
m it s . B o a r d  m em b e r s  c o u ld  n o t be 
t p p o lm o d  to  m o re  th a n  tw o  con- 
s e c u U v e  te r r a i.

T h e  g o v e rn o r  c u r r e n t ly  a p p o in t*  
b o a rd  m em b e rs , b u t w it h o u t  s p e ­
c i f i c  seats g o in g  to  s p e c if ic  u se r 

See BOARD, page A-11

>ruce clearing expected to be OK’d
T h e lo t e s tm o v e in e lu d e a a n o r d l-  

ca n  b e  d o n e  I t  to  n a n c e  in t r o d u c e d  a t la s t w e e k ’s 
reds to  re d u c e  th e  K e n a i  P e n in s u l a  B o r o tm h

^  v

Latest infestation deadliest ever
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l u r i n g  i n  ih e  F t a n y  R iv e r  R e e d  
K* * n d  n o  a rea n o r th  o f  th e  K c a a i
iv e r .
T h e r e  h a ve  b e e n  th re e  fe d e ra l

. . . B e e t l e s
pnOnutd tn>» png* A-1
n e h o r  P o in t , h o w e v e r , n e w  d o e r  
i l l  b e  a t ta c k e d , ( a id  M ic h a e l  
is ta b e nd , a  fo re t te r  w it h  th e  m it i-  
r io n  p ro g ram , w h o  f o r  th e  p es t 15 
a r t  h a t  b e e n  w o rk in g  in  a  f ie ld  
o w n  a t (S ttu rban ce  e c o lo g y .
" O n  m ost p a r u  o f  ih e  ro u t h e m  
n in s u la . lh e  (bee f ie)  p o p u la t io n  is  
c o lla p s e  to '  ’ m b e en  fo r  th e  la s t 
n o r  t h r e e y ~  . " F a s t a b e n d  s a id . 
ta l y o n  c a n  e x p e c t  to  see  in ferta-  
o  tTfsig th e  S t e r l in g  H ig h w a y  
d the* O ld  S te r l in g  H ig h w a y . '
A n  a c t iv e  b e e t le  p o p u le f io a  a ls o  
ists a lo n g  th e  K e n a i R iv e r f r o n t  
str ing  to th e  c o a s i an d  f ir o m X e n s i 
N ik i s k i, h e  s a id .
I n  a  so- ca lle d  " n o rm a T  b a rk  
e tle  o u tb re ak , i t  is  t y p ic a l f o r  
ire  t i ia n  h a lf  t h e  m a tu re  trees  to  
r v iv c  u n s c a th e d , a l lo w in g  th e  
e s t to  regen e ra te  as s e e d lin g s  
iv e  u n d e r  tbe p ro te c t iv e  c o v e r  o f

f u n d s  b a d  b e e n  e x p e n d e d  b y  th e  
b e g in n in g  o f  d u s  yea r . M u c h  m o r e  
o f  i t  h e r  b e e n  ea rm a rk e d  fo r  s p e d  f- 
i c  p ro je c t ! .

a  h e a ld iy  c a n o p y .
" B o f  in  d t is  o u tb re ak , th e  m a tu r e  

seed- bea r ing  trees ( o n  d ie  s o u th e r n  
p e tt in s u la )  h a v e  b e e n  lu l le d ,"  a n d  
tb e  c a n o p y  o f  n e e d le s  ia  f a i l i n g  to  
t h e  g ro u n d , F as tab end  s a id  T h e  
e s t r e a t  in f e s t a i io n is lh e  la rg e s t a n d  
n ro s t in te n s e  e v e r  re co rd e d ; p r o ­
g r a m  perse n o d  re fe r  t o  it  a s  a n  
“u n p re c e d e n te d  o u tb re a k ,"  h e  s a id .

W it h o u t  th e  p ro te c t iv e  c o v e r  o f  
tb e  c a n o p y , g rasses s p ro u t r a p id ly  
in  tb e  u n i t  g r o u n d . G ras ses  c o m ­
pe re  f o r  w a te r a n d  p ro d u c e  t h ic k  
ro o f  sys tem s thaf c h i l l  th e  s o d , p r o ­
v e  nu'ng s e e d lin g s  f ro m  ta k in g  h o ld ,  
F a s fa b e nd  s a id .

A n  oa tb rc a k  in  th e  1890s k i l le d  
a  s ig n if ic a n t  p o r t io n  o f  th e  p em ruu-  
la  fo res t, b u t  n o th in g  r iv a l in g  th e  
p r e s e n t  d a m t g e .  G i v e n  t im e ,  
fo res ts  s lo w ly  re d  a im  g ra s s y  a reas  
as t h e ir  le a d in g  ed g es  m a tu r e  a n d  
a reas  pastisJ Iy s h ie ld e d  b y  tb e  o v e r ­
h a n g in g  c a n o p y  are re se ed ed  s u c ­
c e s s fu lly . It  to o k  a b o u t 80 y e a rs  fo r  
th e  p e n in s u la  fo r est lo  r e c o v e r  f r o m  
th e  1890s o u tb re ak , F a s ta b e n d  s a id .

o n  th e  s o u th e rn  p e n in s u la , w h e r e  
w h a f  F a s ta b end  c a l ls  th e  “u n p r e c e ­
d e n te d  o u tb re a k ”  h is  w ip e d  o u t  
a lm o s t  i l l  tbe seed- bea r ing  m a tu r e

. . . B o a r d
CorrUnoad (root page A-1

g ro u p s . A  f la w  i n  (hat s y s tem , s a id  
S c a lz i ,  is  th a t a p p o in tm e n t  r o le s  d o  
n o t  r e q u ir e  a b o a rd  m e m b e r  to  b e  
p a r t ic u la r ly  k n o w le d g e a b le  a b o u t 
f is h e r ie s .

“T h e  w a y  i t  is  n o w . it's  v e r y  p o l i t ­
ic a l ."  h e  s a id  T u e s d a y . “ Y o a  c a n  
h a v e  s e v e n  nu rses  o n  th e r e ."

T h e  c u r re n t  b o a rd  la c k s  a d e ­
q u a te  c o m m e r c ia l ( l i f t in g  r e p r e ­
s e n t a t io n ,  b e  s a id  in  a  s p o n s o r  
s ta tem e n t a c c o m p a n y in g  t h e  b i l l .  
" W it h  th e  e n tr y  o f  h ig b- qaaJ ity , 
lo w e r- p r ic e d  fo re ig o - fa rm ed  f is h  
o n  th e  w o r ld  m a rk e t , A la s k a  n e e d s  
i n n o v a t iv e ,  k n o w le d g e a b le  a n d  
p ro g r e s s iv e  in d iv id u a ls  f io m  th e  
c o m m e r c ia l  f i s h i n g  s e c t o r  to  
e n s u re  tha t o u r  f is h e r ie s  c s n  h o ld  
t h e i r  o w n  a g a in s t  s u c h  c h a l ­
le n g e r s ,"  h e  la id .

A  F is h  B o a td  o f  d e s ig n a te d  seats 
p r o b a b ly  w o n ' t  w in  tb e  b a c k in g  o f

in  th e  A n c h o r  P o in t  a rea ."  h e  s o ld . 
" W e ’ v e  a lr e a d y  d o n e  w o r k  o n  
O i l w e l l  R o a d  at N in i l c h ik .  T h e  
f u n d in g  s h o u ld  e n a b le  ta k in g  Ute

O o v .  T o n y  K n o w le s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  
B o b  K in g .  K n o w le s *  p re s s  cecre- 
t i r y ,  w h o  s a id  th a t b e  b e l ie v e s  
K i> o w lc s  w o o ld  o p p o s e  it .

” 1 c a n ' t  s ee  Ih e  g o v e r n o r  s u p ­
p o r t in g  a n y  l im i t a t io n  o n  a p p o in t ­
m e n ts  lo  b o s rd s  s u c h  as t h is ,"  b e  
s a id . ” 1 c a n  u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t  S c a lz i 
is  g e t t in g  a t , a n d  1 Im a g in e  tha t 
w o u ld  b e  p o p u la r  a m o n g  v a r io u s  
c o m m e r c ia l f is h in g  g ro u p s ."

I t  w o u ld ,  h o w e v e r ,  l im i t  ih e  a b i l ­
i t y  o f  fu tu r e  g o v e rn o r s  lo  s e le c t  
p e o p le  t o  t h e  b o a r d ,  h e  s a id .  
B e y o n d  t h a t .  K i n g  q u e s t io n e d  
w h e t h e r  d e s ig n a t in g  w o u ld  m a k e  
a n y  d if f e r e n c e .

“ W h i t  p r o b le m  w o u ld  i t  s o lve? ”  
h e  a sk ed .

C o m m e r c ia l f is h e rs  m a y  fe e l 
f ru s tra te d  b y  w h a t  th e y  p e r c e iv e  as 
a  la c k  o f  c o m m e r c ia l r e p re s e n ta ­
t io n  o n  t h e  b o z t d . y e t  t lte  m a jo r  
c h a l l e n g e s  f a c in g  t h e  s a lm o n  
in d u s t r y  a re  w d l  b e y o n d  tb e ju r is-  
d ic t io n  o f  t lte  F is h  B o a r d  — q u e s ­
t io n s  o f  m a rk e t in g , q u a l it y ,  c o m ­
p e t i t io n  f r o m  fa rm e d  f is h . T h o s e

s a id .
B e s id e s  th e  e x is t in g  a n d  p ro p o s e d  

c o o p e ra t iv e  a g re em en ts  w it h  H E A ,  
t h e  b o r o u g h  a ls o  h a s  a n  a g re em e n t

a re  n o t  b o a t d  is s u e s , h e  s a id .
" T o  a  c e r ta in  e x te n t , r e g a rd le s s  

o f  w h a t  tfcey d o , p e o p le  h a v e  to  
r e c o g n iz e  t h is  w o n ' t  a d d re s s  a  lo t  
o f  th e  f u n d a m e n t a l n e e d s  o f  t h e  
s a lm o n  in d u s t r y ,"  h e  s a id .

S c a lz i ,  a c o m tn e r c i a l f is h e r h im -  
seJf, s a id  th e  c u r r e n t  b i l l  w o u ld  f i l l  
t h e  s e a la  w i t h  p e o p le  in t im a t e ly  
f a m il ia r  w i t h  tb e  v a r io u s  f is h e r ie s  
a n d  p r o d u c e  m o r e  b a la n c e  to  t h e  
b o a rd .

In d e e d ,  is s u e s  s u c h  as r iv e t b a n k  
d e g ra d a t io n , in t e m a f ' o n a l s a lm o n  
tre a t ie s  c o v e r in g  m ig r a t io n  p a t ­
te rn s  a n d  h a r v e s t  le v e ls  a n d  s to c k  
d e p le t io n  m a k e  g o o d  a r g u m e n ts  
f o r  a  b o a rd  w it h  sea ts  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
d e s ig n a te d  f o r  s p o r t  a n d  p c rs o a a j-  
u s e  f t s h e r s .b e  s a id .

A t  f o r  tb e  s u b s is t e n c e  s e a ts , 
S c a lz i  s a id , t h e  c u r r e n t  c o - m a n ­
a g e m e n t  o f  A la s k a  f is h  re s o u r c e s  
b y  th e  s ta te  a n d  f e d e r a l g o v e r n ­
m en ts  m a k e s  it  v i t a l  th a t  s u b s is ­
te n c e  u se rs  b e  a t  t h e  b o a r d ' t  ta b le .

" T h e  A la s k a  B o a r d  o f  F is h ,  in  
its  m a n a g e m e n t , w o u ld  b o d e  w e l l

t w o  y e a n ."  F as tab end  s a id , " t h e  
re fo re s ta t io n  p ro g ram  Is a n t ic ip a t ­
e d  to  g o  o n  fo r  a n o th e r  f o u r  o r  f iv e  
y e a n ."

The way ft Is now, It's - 
very political.’

—Rep. Draw Scalzi, 
R-Homer

t o  h a v e  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  f r o m  t h e  
s u b s is te n c e  u se rs  o f  t h is  s ta te ,"  h e  
s a id . “A la s k a n s  n e e d  to  a d e q u a te ­
ly  add ress  c o m m e r c ia l ,  s p o r t , p e r ­
s o n a l u se  a n d  s u b s is t e n c e  a l l  w i t h ­
i n  th e  c o n te x t  o f  e a ch  o th e r ."

W i l l  t h e  b i l l  pass  i n  it s  p re s e n t 
fo rm ?

T o  be h o n e s t , I  d o n ’t  h a v e  a 
g o o d  f e d  fo e  i t  r ig h t  n o w ."  S c a lz i  
s a id . T m t i y i n g  to  g e t  e v e r y b o d y  
o n  b o a td . 1 k n o w  I  d c n T  h a v e  t h e  
a d m in is t r a t io n  o n  b o a r d , y e t ,  b u t  I  
t h in k  th e  in d u s t r y  l ik e s  i t ”

I n  th e  e n d . h e  w a n ts  c o n s e n s u s .
“ I ’ m  n o t  p u s h in g  i t  c o m e  h e l l  o r  

h ig h  w a te r , b u t  I  t h in k  i t  is  im p o r ­
t a n t  a n d  I  w a n t  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  
L e g is la t u r e ,”  h e  s a id .
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Problems with HB 283 2/27/2002
Dear Sirs,
I see several problems with the bill and do not believe that this tinkering with the makeup 
of the Board of Fisheries [BOF] will solve the fundamental problems that many Alaskans 
have with the BOF process.
***1] During the fisheries subcommittee debate the “problem” of having people who 

hold commercial fishing iiccnscs or permits holding some of the other designated scats 
because they were also sport or subsistence fishermen was addressed as - the legislature 
could see through this and if the industry wanted they could be sure to specify a guide 
representing an association instead of someone who ‘just’ holds a sport license. 
[Paraphrased from memory] This would mean we arc changing the complexion of the 
board from actual sport fishermen to people representing the commercial transport of 
fishermen industry. Often the interest of the individual sport fishermen is at odds with 
the charter operator. We need to be VERY careful of changing the complexion from the 
individual board member to industry segment lobbyists.
***2] By following 1] above, you would ensure that no more than 2 members could be 
commercial fishermen. The commercial fisheries managed by the BOF arc so diverse 
and complex that mandating that only two can have expertise for all the crab, salmon, 
herring, groundfish, and dive fisheries would ensure a poor level of knowledge in the 
future.
***3] By far, the greatest problem at the BOF is the conflict between sport and 
commercial salmon fishermen, leavened with subsistence. The solution to this foremost 
problem is to separate the BOF into two boards, one to deal with salmon and the other to 
deal with all other fisheries. If you look at a listing of the fisheries, basically five gear 
types [trawl, longlinc, pot, jig, and dive], and multiply it times the fish species and 
regions, you will know that a lot of commercial experience is necessary to adequately 
understand the issues. So much of the BOF expertise is predicated on the salmon debate 
that the other vast commercial fisheries are shorted. A “balanced” ‘Salmon Board’ and a 
diversity of expertise for the ‘Other Fisheries Board’ would accomplish the goal to make 
til*. BOF more effective. It should also reduce the overwhelming workload that BOF 
members must endure. Hopefully, each board would have a shorter manageable schedule 
and thus would not significantly increase the number of days of meetings and cost for the 
aggregate.
***4] Regionalization of the BOF would not accomplish this goal, as the regional board 
would still have to deal with the full diversity of problems. Additionally, regional boards 
would tend to compartmentalize the state instead of maintaining a statewide perspective 
and consistent regulation.
***5] Available time precludes most active fishermen from serving on the current BOF 
where there may be 100 days of meetings per year. Restricting the commercial fishing 
representatives to currently active fishermen -  not recently retired -  eliminates many 
good candidates. Having a recent, say within 5 years, participation would be better.
Paul Seaton -Representing -  self 58395 Bruce Street, Homer, AK 99602 Ph9072356342

Alaska State Legislature, House of Representatives, House Resources and Fisheries
committees Rep. Drew Scalzi, co-chair Resouiccs fax 465-3472


