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Sponsor:
Requester:
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Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & C laims
M iscellaneous

TO TAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
O ther (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
A S  26 .10 .0 70  cu rren tly  re q u ire s  D N R ’s  reco rd ing  o ff ice s  to p e r io d ica lly  p ro v id e  c o p ie s  o f re co rd ed  ve te ran  

d isch a rg e  p ap e rs  to  the  V ita l S ta t is t ic s  o ffice  in the D epa rtm en t o f H ea lth  an d  S o c ia l S e rv ic e s . It a lso  

requ ire s  V ita l S ta t is t ic s  to m a in ta in  se p a ra te  re co rd s  o f su ch  in fo rm ation  in its f ile s . T h is  sta tu te  

e s se n t ia lly  c h a rg e s  two se p a ra te  gove rnm en t a g e n c ie s  w ith m a in ta in ing  the  s a m e  re co rd s  -  an  

u n n e ce s sa ry  and  du p lica t iv e  w a s te  of gove rnm en t re so u rce s .

R e co rd in g  o ff ice s  h a v e  b e en  pe rfo rm ing  th is  function  fo r d e ca d e s  in c o m p lia n c e  w ith  the ex is t in g  statu te. 
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T h e  s ta te ’s  th irty -four reco rd ing  d istr ic ts m anua lly  m on itor th is  in fo rm ation  and se n d  c o p ie s  of a ll v e te ran  

sepa ra tio n  p ap e rs , w ith a m anua lly  p repa red  report, to v ita l s ta tis t ic s  on  a  m onth ly  ba s is . T h e re  is  no  e a s y  

m ean s  to ex tra c t a ll v e te ran  sepa ra tion  p ap e rs  from  the reco rd ing  sy s tem  reco rd s. R e p o rts  m u st be 

requ ested  und e r e a c h  b ranch  of m ilita ry  se rv ice  to loca te  a n d  identify  e a ch  re co rd ed  D D 2 1 4  docum en t. 

Then  c o p ie s  h a v e  to be  m anua lly  p roduced  from  lib rary  film  re co rd s  and  a  typed report is  then p repa red .

A s  the re co rd s  b a s e  b e co m es  la rger and  larger, D N R  reco rd ing  sta ff a re  sp end in g  m ore an d  m o re  tim e  

each  m onth  in tra ck ing  and  reporting th is  in fo rm ation . In the  A n ch o ra g e  o ffice  a lon e , th is am o un ts  to 

be tw een  fou r an d  s ix  hou rs a  month. S ta tew ide , the report p repa ra tion  and  p ro ce ss in g  t im e  is e s tim a ted  

at m ore than 2 0 0  h o u rs  pe r yea r (at an  app rox im a te  co s t o f $5.0). W h ile  th is is  no t a  h ug e  b lo ck  of tim e, it 

d oe s  rep re sen t v a lu a b le  w ork  tim e that will be  devo ted  to o th e r com p on en t p rio ritie s su ch  a s  in dex in g  and  

m a ilb a ck  fu n c t io n s  w h ich  frequently  fa ll into b ack log  sta tu s.

A t the p re sen t tim e, the  V ita l S ta tis t ic s  office m e re ly  s to re s  the  do cum en t co p ie s  a n d  the repo rts  fo r u se  in 

the even t a  v e te ran  e v e r requests  the in form ation  from  the ir o ffice . T h e  s ta te ’s  re co rd in g  systG m  is the 

o ffic ia l re po s ito ry  fo r a ll re co rded  docum en ts, in c lud ing  m ilita ry  se pa ra tio n  p ap e rs  w h ich  a re  re co rd ed  at no  

cha rge  pu rsu an t to ano the r p rov is ion  o f th is sa m e  statu te . T h is  p ro po sa l w ou ld  e lim in a te  both the  

requ irem en t fo r re co rd e rs  to subm it co p ie s  to V ita l S ta t is t ic s  and  the  requ irem ent fo r V ita l S ta t is t ic s  to 

m a in ta in  se p a ra te  re co rd s  o f su ch  in fo rm ation . T h is  p ro p o sa l is in line  w ith m ee ting  the G o v e rn o r ’s  

ob je c t ive s  to b a la n c e  the budget by s tream lin ing  g ove rnm en t p ro ce ss e s . E lim ina tion  of u n n e ce s s a ry  and  

redundan t p ro c e s s e s  frees up va lu ab le  staff tim e in both a g e n c ie s  to m eet o th e r e s ta b lish e d  o b je c t ive s .

F is ca l im pac t o f th is  p ropo sa l can  on ly  be m e a su red  in te rm s of im prov ing  a v a ila b le  sta ff t im e  in the  

reco rd ing  se c t io n  to w ork  tow ard m eeting  o ther sta tu to ry m an da te s , su ch  a s  d a ily  re co rda tion  a n d  index ing  

of in com ing  d o cu m en ts . S ta ff tim e in vo lved  in the m anua l tra ck ing  and  p repa ra tion  of repo rts  a n d  c o p ie s  

for V ita l S ta t is t ic s  v a r ie s  by office, but a s  noted ab o ve  is e s tim a ted  at m ore  than 2 0 0  h o u rs  pe r y e a r  

sta tew ide .
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY T H E  H O USE S PE C IA L  C O M M IT T E E  ON M IL IT A R Y  AND V E T E R A N S ’ A FF A IR S  

Introduced: 2/23/01
Referred: House Special Com mittee on Military and  V ete rans '  Affairs, Resources

HOUSE BILL NO. 137

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to records of veterans of the armed forces; and providing for an

2 effective date."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. AS 26.10.070(a) is amended to read:

5 (a) A veteran may record without fee the veteran's armed forces report of

6 separation at a recorder's office of the Department of Natural Resources. [EACH

7 RECORDER'S OFFICE SHALL PERIODICALLY SUBMIT TO THE BUREAU OF

8 VITAL STATISTICS COPIES OF THE REPORTS OF SEPARATION THAT IT

9 RECORDS.]

10 * Sec. 2. AS 26.10.070(b) is repealed.

11 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

HB0137a -1-
N ew  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  ( D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]

HB 137



SPO N SO R  STATEM ENT  
HB 1 3 7  "A N  ACT R E L A T IN G  TO RECORDS OF V E T E R A N S OF

THE ARMED FO R C E S"
HOUSE S P E C IA L  COMMITTEE ON M IL IT A R Y  A N D  V E T E R A N S

A F F A IR S

T h is  b i l l  w i l l  e l im in a t e  th e  r e q u ir e m e n t  t h a t  
r e c o r d in g  o f f i c e s  o f  th e  D epartm ent o f  N a tu r a l  R e so u r c e s  
p e r i o d i c a l l y  p r o v id e  th e  b u reau  o f  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  th e  
D ep artm en t o f  H ea l ana S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  c o p ie s  o f  s e p a r a t io n  
p a p e r s  s u b m itte d  t o  th e  v a r io u s  r e c o r d in g  o f f i c e s  by  
v e t e r a n s  o f  th e  arm ed f o r c e s .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  e l i m i n a t e  th e  
r e q u ir e m e n t t h a t  t h e  b u reau  o f  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  m a in ta in  a 
r e c o r d  o f  v e t e r a n s '  s e p a r a t io n  p a p e r s  c o m p ile d  from  c o p ie s  
o f  r e p o r t s  r e c e i v e d  from  th e  r e c o r d in g  o f f i c e s  and  
in fo r m a t io n  s u b m itte d  to  th e  b u reau  by v e t e r a n s .

The r e q u ir e m e n t  f o r  two s t a t e  a g e n c ie s  t o  r e t a i n  th e  
same r e c o r d s  i s  d u p l i c a t i v e  and u n n e c e s s a r y .  The s t a t e ' s  
r e c o r d in g  s y s te m s  i s  th e  o f f i c i a l  d e p o s i t o r y  o f  a l l  
r e c o r d e d  d o cu m en ts . A lth o u g h  th e  two a g e n c ie s  a b o v e  a r e  
l e g a l l y  r e q u ir e d  t o  r e t a i n  th e  s e p a r a t io n  p a p e r s ,  th e  
D ep artm en t o f  M i l i t a r y  and V e te r a n s '  A f f a i r s  a l s o  s t o r e s  
t h e s e  d ocu m en ts a s  a c o u r t e s y .

V e te r a n s '  s e p a r a t io n  p a p e r s  a r e  r e c o r d e d  f r e e  o f  c o s t  
t o  th e  v e t e r a n .  C o p ie s  o f  th e  docum ent when r e q u e s t e d  a r e  
a l s o  f r e e .  R e c o r d a t io n  i s  v o lu n ta r y  and b e n e f i t s  th e  
v e t e r a n .

T h is  b i l l  e m p h a s iz e s  t h a t  th e r e  n e e d  b e  o n ly  one  
r e p o s i t o r y  f o r  t h e s e  o f f i c i a l  p a p e r s  and e l i m i n a t e s  
d u p l i c a t i v e  g o v ern m en t p r o c e s s e s .



Sec. 26.10.070. Record of veterans of the armed forces of the United States.
(a) A veteran may record without fee the veteran's armed forces report of separation at a 

recorder's office of the Department of Natural Resources. Each recorder's office shall 
periodically submit to the bureau of vital statistics copies of the reports of separation that it 
records.

(b) The bureau of vital statistics shall keep a record from copies of reports received under
(a) of this section and from information voluntarily submitted to the bureau by veterans of all 
persons who are bona fide residents of Alaska and who actively served in the Alaska Territorial 
Guard, Alaska National Guard, organized reserve units, United States Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marine Corps or Coast Guard since April 6, 1917. The record shall contain the name, age and 
place of residence at the time of entering service, place and date of commission, enlistment, or 
induction, branch of service, record of service, and the date, place, and nature of discharge.
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