


April 5, 2002

The Honorable Drew Scalzi, Co-Chair 
House Resources Committee 
Alaska State House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Juneau. AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Scalzi:

This letter is to express my conviction that the Board of Game has been strengthened by the 
presence of George Matz. 1 urge you to confirm his position on the Board.

Mr. Matz provides a very necessary balance to the Board with his support not only of hunting and 
trapping, but also of wildlife viewing. From my position on the Anchorage Waterfowl Working 
Group I have seen his consistent goal of finding agreement among divergent attitudes about 
solutions of Anchorage’s Canada goose problems. His goal of striving for consensus is a 
valuable asset to the Board of Game.

Mr. Matz has worked for years on studies of Kenai brown bears, furthering the public awareness 
and appreciation needed to maintain a sustained population of brown bears on the Kenai 
Peninsula. In 1998 he organized the Kenai Brown Bear Festival. Likewise, he has been active in 
loon conservation, organizing festivals and loon watches on the Anchorage bowl lakes.

His continued presence on the Board of Game will enhance its value. Thank you for your 
attention to my concern.

Sincerely,

Owen K. Hughes /
17406 Adams Lane 
Eagle River, AK 99577-7421
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Public
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Public
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Caleb Pungowiyi 
Public
P .O . Box 2 1 7  
Kotzebue, AK  9 9 7 5 2

Frank Rue
Commissioner/F ish and Gam e 
A laska Department o f  Fish and G am e 
P .O . Box 2 5 5 2 6  
Juneau , AK 9 9 8 0 2 - 5 5 2 6
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M a y - 1 7 - 0 1  0 7 : 5 1 A  P r u h s  C o r p .
|P ru h s3 J. Dana 

. Game Board.

J. DANA PRUHS
2431  W e llin g to n  Cou rt, A n c h o ra g e  A K  9 9 5 1 7  0 1  ^  o i l  ° [ -  I DS.0 (u O K )

E X PE R IE N C E

P ru h s  C o rp o r a t io n  -  O w ne r  I P re s id e n t
21 a3  V ik in g  D rive , A n c h o ra g e  A K  99501 (907) 2 7 9 -1 020
T h e  c o m p a n y  is  in v o lv e d  in c iv i l  a n d  te le co m m u n ic a t io n  co n s tru c t io n  
th roughou t A la s k a  and  th e  P a c if ic  Northw est.
O f f ic e s  in  A n ch o ra g e , F a irb a n k s  and  Sea ttle .

Q ua li ty  S a n d  and G ra v e l -  O w ne r
1500  T a n y a  Court, W a s il la ,  A K  9 9 6 8 7  (907) 7 4 6 -5 215
C o m m e rc ia l a gg rega te  b u s in e s s  se rv in g  S o u th  C e n tra l A la s k a

H om e r  A ir - O w ne r
2 1 9 0  K a c h e m a k  D rive , H o m e r A K  99603  (907) 2 3 5 -4 7 6 7
S c h e d u le d  and  ch a rte r a ir  s e rv ic e  fo r the  H o m e r a rea .

M erid ian  In v e s tm en ts  - O w ne r
2 1 9 3  V ik in g  D rive , A n c h o ra g e  A K  99501
C o m m e rc ia l rea l e s ta te  b u s in e s s  s p e c ia liz in g  in a irp o rt p ro p e rt ie s  w ith 
h o ld in g s  in  A n ch o ra g e  a n d  F a irb a n k s .

EDUCAT ION

C a lifo rn ia  P o ly te ch n ic  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  (C a l-P o ly )  S a n  L u is  O b isp o , C A  
B .S . T ran spo rta t io n  I C iv i l  E n g in e e r in g

M o n ro e  H igh  S c h o o l - F a irb a n k s , A K

B O A R D  M E M BERSH IP S
A la s k a  A v ia t io n  S a fe ty  F o u n d a t io n  1 993  - 1 9 9 6
M id n ig h t S u n  G u n  D og  A s s o c ia t io n  1 993  - P re se n t
K e y e s  P o in t  P ro pe rty  O w n e rs  A s s o c ia t io n  1 9 96  -  P re se n t

IN T E R E S T S  AND H O B B IE S

L ife  Lo n g  A la s k a n
H un ting , F ish in g , F ly in g , R e tr ie v e r  tra in ing  an d  R e tr ie v e r  f ie ld  t r ia ls

«
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HOARDS & G,

F E - J  1  2  2 0 0 2

VI Matzj G e o r g e \
George M atz

(907 )345-3139
geom atz@ gci.net

.Game B oard s

Residence
• Residing for over 11 years at 14345 Cody Circle, Anchorage, A laska 99516.
• Have lived in Alaska for over 25 years, including 3 years in Fairbanks and 7 years in Juneau.

Fam ily
• M arried to Jeannie W oodring who was bom and raised in A nchorage.
• No children.

E ducation
• Masters in Business Administration - N ortheastern University, B oston, M assachusetts
• Bachelor o f Science (biology and chemistry) - N orthern Illinois University, D eK alb, Illinois
• Courses in com puter sciences, natural history, and outdoor recreation - U niversity o f A laska

E m ploym ent
• Currently, semi-retired with income supplem ented the past few years by free lance writing, 

consulting and property in Fairbanks.
o Nearly 11 years experience with the State of Alaska, including the O ffice o f M anagem ent and 

Budget (budget and policy analyst), the D epartm ent o f Com m erce and Econom ic 
Development (special assistant), the Legislature (legislative aide), and the A laska Energy 
Authority (project analyst).

• Served as executive director of the Fairbanks Environm ental C enter for tw o years.
• Over 12 years experience in the sales and m arketing of laboratory instrum entation and 

environmental services throughout North America. W orked as a sales engineer, product 
manager, and marketing manager.

V olunteer P a rtic ip a tio n  in A laska
• Involved in numerous natural resource collaborative processes
• Chairman, DEC'S W ater Quality Advisory Com m ittee (1977-78);
• Fairbanks North Star Borough Pollution Control Com m ission (1978-79);
• Treasurer and Board of Directors, G lacier H ighway Electric A ssociation (1983-86);
• Field Trips Chair, Vice President, President, Anchorage A udubon Society (1988 -present),
• Vice-President, Alaska Environmental Lobby (1992-1996);
• Alternate to Public Advisory Group for the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill T rustees (1993-1994),
• State/federal Forest Stewardship Council (1996-present);
• Board of Game Citizens Advisory Group on Denali Park W olves (2000).
• Founder o f Alaska Bear Festival, an annual forum that brings together hunters, scientists, 

wildlife viewers, guides and managers to promote conservation o f Kenai Peninsula Brown 
Bears

Publications
• Numerous technical publications and reports and several m agazine articles and photos on 

natural history topics. Also wrote for Alaska Geographic, World Heritage Wilderness 
(summer, 1999) and about hd(f of Exploring Alaska's Birds (spring, 2001)..

mailto:geomatz@gci.net


Pungow iyi, Caleb 
Board o f  G am e

C aleb Pungow iyi 
P .O . Box 217 

K otzebue, A laska 99752 
(907) 442-3873 (home) 
(907) 442-1611 (work) 
(907) 442-2289 (fax)

PE R SO N A L  H IST O R Y

D ate & Place of B irth
November 28, 1941 
Savoonga, Alaska

7/64-7/67 U nited S tates A rm y -  Special Forces
Honorable discharge

ED U C A T IO N

Sheldon Jackson Jr. College 
Sitka, Alaska 1961-1962

RCA School of Electronics 
Los Angeles, California 1962-1964

Sheldon Jackson High School 
Sitka, Alaska 1957-1961

W O R K  H IST O R Y

P residen t
R obert A qqaluk  Newlin, S r. M em orial T ru s t 
P.O . Box 509 
K otzebue, A laska 99752 

C hief Executive and Operating Officer of the Trust. Responsible for design and 
successful implementation of Trust programs in accordance with the T rust’s budget. 
Ensure that Trust’s programs are in strict compliance with applicable laws, regulations, 
grant requirements, and best practices for non-profit trusts. Conduct fundraising 
activities, seek grants, donations from private and governmental organizations. Recruit, 
screen, hire and supervise individuals working for the Trust and determine em ploym ent 
positions and organizational structure need, i  by the Trust.

College

Technical Training 

High School

1/17/00 to p resent

'p u n g o C P ^ (j i  i



3/96 to 12/99 D irec to r, N a tu ra l R esources P ro g ram s
K aw erak , Inc  
P .O . B ox 948 
N om e, A lask a  99762

Direct and supervise Fisheries, Subsistence and Eskim o W alrus Com m ission day to day 
operations. Responsible for budgets, coordination and planning for the Department. 
Provide liaison services between Kawerak and Federal, State and local governm ents and 
monitor public policy which affects the rights o f tribes and their members. W ork with 
tribes in developing conservation programs on subsistence resources, including research 
programs. The principle goal o f the departm ent is: ‘T o  preserve and strengthen Inuit 
culture and traditions by insuring that subsistence rights and use o f marine mammals are 
protected and strengthened.”

7/93 to 7/95 P re s id en t
In u it  C irc u m p o la r  C onference 
401 E a s t N o rth e rn  L igh ts  B lvd, su ite  203 
A n chorage , A laska 99503 

Chief Executive and O perations Officer of an International Inuit organization 
representing 120,000 Inuit o f Alaska, Canada, Greenland and Russia. Oversee and 
coordinate the activities of regional offices in four countries. Principle purposes of Inuit 
Circumpolar Conference are to: (1) Strengthen unity, prom ote Inuit rights, and interests 
on an international level. (2) develop and encourage long-term policies which safeguard 
the Arctic environment and seek full and active partnership in the political, econom ic and 
social development of the circum polar regions. W ork with other international entities 
such as United Nations, IUCN, International W haling Com m ission, Arctic Environm ental 
Protection Strategy and International Arctic Science Com m ittee in fostering and 
developing global policies that recognize the indigenous cultures and the protection of the 
resources on which they depend upon.

10/92-7/93 E xecu tive D irecto r
A rctic  M arin e  R esources C om m ission 
P .O . Box 49
K otzebue , A laska 99752 

Carry out the goals and objectives o f the Com m ission. W 'rk  with Arctic coastal 
com mur ities regarding OCS oil and gas exploration and developm ent issues in the 
Chukchi and Beaufort seas. W ork as liaison between the com m unities, oil industry 
representatives and governm ent employees. Prioritize research program s to minim ize any 
adverse impacts from industry exploration or developm ent activities on the outer 
continental shelf. Control and oversee organizational and financial matters.



8/90 to 9/92 C ity M a n a g e r
C ity o f K o tzebue 
P .O . Box 66
K otzebue, A lask a  99752 

Supervise and manage the affairs of the City o f K otzebue. O -ersee all Departm ents of the 
City o f Kotzebue, i.e. Public W orks, Public Safety, Fire, Ambulance, Sanitation, and 
A dm inistration. Prepare and manage the operating and capital works budgets. Hire and 
fire personnel, draft ordinances and resolutions, prepare reports for the City Council. 
W ork with Federal, State and the A laska Legislature on issues affecting local 
governm ents and the public.

8/89 to 7/90 D irec to r -  O ffice o f  M an ag em en t & B udget
City o f K o tzebue 
P .O . Box 66
K otzebue, A laska  99752 

Provide supervision and adm inistration to F inance, Planning, Governmental Affairs and 
Purchasing Departm ent of the City o f K otzebue. Prepare and administer all grants, 
contracts, and agreements o f the City o f K otzebue. Prepare and submit all grant reports 
and applications for grants and contracts. A ct as liaison between the City, State and 
Federal agencies on City Public works projects.

4/81 to 7/89 P res id en t
K aw erak , Inc.
P .O . Box 948 
Nome, A laska  99752 

C hief Executive and Operations O fficer for a regional non-profit organization 
representing and providing services to the com m unities o f the Bering Straits region of 
Northwest Alaska. Supervise and oversee all departm ents and divisions o f Kawerak, Inc. 
on the m anagem ent and delivery o f cultural, educational, social, resource management, 
and econom ic developm ent program s to 19 villages. Seek grants and contracts with the 
State, Federal and private entities for the delivery  o f  services to the region.

3



M E M B E R S H IP  ON BO A RD S AND C O M M IS S IO N S
C U R R E N T

M arin e  M am m al C om m ission 
C om m ittee o f Scientific A dvisors 

Special A dvisor -  A laska N ative A ffairs 
4340 East-W est Highway., Room 905 

Bethesda, M aryland 20814 
The Com m ittee, established by Section 203 o f the M arine M am m al Protection Act of 
1972, recom m ends to the Commission studies for research and review o f permits for 
scientific research which may be conducted under the authority o f M M PA.

Indigenous Peoples C ouncil for M arin e  M am m als 
P.O. Box 2000908 

Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
A consortium  of Alaska Native marine mammal com m issions and organizations involved 
in the protection and conservation of marine mammals and marine life o ff the waters of 
Alaska. Prim ary purpose of the Council is the protection to the A laska native exemption 
in the M arine Mammal Protection and subsistence uses of marine life in the coastal 
waters of Alaska.

PA ST  M E M B E R S H IP  ON BO A RD S & C O M M ISSIO N S

A laska Scientific Review Group 
A laska Fisheries Science Center 
7600 Sand Point Way NE Bin C 15700 
Seattle, W ashington 98115-0700

Office o f Polar Programs 
A dvisory Committee 
N ational Science Foundation 
4201 W ilson Blvd.
Arlington, VA 22230

Polar Research Board 
Com m ittee on Bering Sea Ecosystem s 
National Academ y of Sciences 
2101 Constitution Avenue, NW 
W ashington, DC 20055

O ffice o f Technology Assessment 
A dvisory Panel
“Arctic Impacts from Soviet Nuclear Contam ination” 
W ashington, DC 20510



Native American Rights Fund 
Board o f Directors 
1506 Broadway 
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Alaska Federation of N atives, Inc 
Board of Directors 
1577 C Street 
Anchorage,. Alaska 99501

Alaska Conservation Foundation 
441 W est 5th Avenue, Suite 402 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2340

Inuit Circumpolar Conference 
Executive Committee 
401 East Northern Lights Blvd, Suite 203 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503



Bruce H. Baker, Board of Game Appointee
P.O. Box 211384

Auke Bay, AK 99821
RESUM E (907) 789-9354 

bbaker@alaska.net

♦ Active hunter and amateur wildlife photographer.

♦  Recognition o f  trapping as a legitimate use o f  wildlife.

♦  Former member o f  Brown Bear Management Team that the Board o f Game appointed to make 
recommendations for Admiralty, Baranof, and Chichagof islands (1999 & 2000).

♦  Alaska resident for over 30 years, with most o f  professional career dedicated to  helping 
manage habitats that are essential for sustainable game populations.

♦ Biological fo ld  work in southeast, southcentral, and interior Alaska.

♦  Considerable experience in public policy and working with a variety o f  natural resource user 
groups.

♦  E ducation : Bachelors and M asters degrees in Forest Management, University o f  Michigan.

♦  Exam ples o f P ublications: Coauthor o f  Alaska's Bears, published by Alaska Geographic 
Society, and contributing author o f  Brown Bears o f Admiralty Island, recently published by 
Friends o f  Admiralty Island. A uthor o f  Alaska Geographic articles on fish and wildlife use o f  
coastal forests.

♦  E m ploym ent H istory:

•  Self-Employed Natural Resource Consultant (on matters other than those which come 
before the Board o f  Game). 1992 - Present. M ost recent work example is serving as 
Conservation Easement Project M anager for Southeast Alaska Land Trust, a non-profit 
organization whose mission it is to  help landowners w ho request assistance in managing 
the conservation values o f  their land. Helped City o f  Kake, Kake Tribal Corporation, and 
other private landowners prepare conservation easements for their lands.

•  Deputy Director o f  Alaska Department o f  Fish and Gam e’s Habitat Division. 1981 — 
1992. W orked with other state and federal agencies, Native corporations, industry, local 
governments, and private individuals to help balance natural resource development and 
fish and wildlife habitat protection in the broac range o f  resource development activities 
occurring throughout the state. Represented ADF&G before the Legislature on wildiife 
habitat related legislation.

•  Natural Resource Policy Specialist for Governor Lw Hammond. Office o f  the 
G overnor. 1978 -  1981. W orked with state and federal agencies, local governments, 
industry, and private citizens to help balance natural resource development and protection 
in the broad range o f  resource development activities occurring throughout the state.

•  U.S. Forest Service. 1965 -  1977. Forest protection assignments in Alaska, Utah. 
Wyoming, Idaho, and the northeastern states.

•  U.S. Army Corps o f  Engineers, 1963 -  1965. Platoon leader and battalion adjutant in a 
combat engineer battalion, Ft. Carson, Colorado.

3/21/02
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Phone & Fax: 

( 9 0 7 ) 7 8 9 - 9 3 5 4

B ruce H. B ake r 
P.O. B o x  211384  

A u k e  Bay, A la s k a  99821

e-m a il:

b b a ke r@ a la sk a .n e t

April 1, 2002

To: Members o f the Alaska Senate and House o f Representatives 

Subject: Board o f  Game A ppointm ent

P urpose. I would welcome confirmation by the Legislature as a Board o f  Game member. My desire to serve is 
based on a commitment to Section 4, Article 8 o f  our state constitution, requiring that wildlife be managed on the 
sustained yield principle, subject to  preferences among beneficial uses. I have worked years to help manage habitats 
essential for sustaining Alaska wildlife populations. The board provides an important opportunity for the public to 
participate in decisions that ensure both sustained yield management and an equitable allocation o f  game resources 
among the growing numbers o f  resident and non-resident wildlife users. These include commercial guides, 
subsistence hunters, sport hunters, and wildlife viewers and photographers. All o f  these users play a significant role 
in the economic well being o f  Alaskans.

Strengths. As indicated on the enclosed resume, I bring a number o f  strengths to the Board. I’ve been a resident 
for over 30 years; have done biological field work in southeast, southcentral, and interior Alaska; and have 
considerable experience in public policy regarding natural resources and in working with a variety o f  public users. I 
take the B oard’s public trust responsibility seriously and try to fulfill that responsibility to the best o f  my abilitie.1

Hunter & Viewer. I am an active hunter. I purchased my first Alaska hunting license in 1965 and have hunted 
many o f  the years since then, including the past consecutive eight years. As an avocation, I also enjoy 
photographing and writing about wildlife.

Trapping. I recognize trapping as a legitimate use o f game animals and support trappers’ efforts to adopt trapping 
methods that provide the best combination o f  efficiency, economy, and swiftness in dispatching an animal.

Listening to the Public. I try hard to hear what everyone coming before the Board has to say and to  make sure 
that my votes on proposed regulatory changes are informed and fair. I demonstrated that commitment at the March 
Board meeting in Fairbanks.

Predator M anagem ent. M any Alaskans want to employ predator reduction to hasten the recovery o f  ungulate 
prey populations to  previous levels. I understand the state’s intensive management law and have begun to work 
with other Board members to  apply the statute and associated regulations on a case-by-case basis. To ensure the 
legal defensibility o f  future Board decisions, I ’ll refrain from prejudging the merits o f  any specific predator control 
proposal before it is submitted to the Board for review and the public has had a chance to comment on it. However, 
I fully understand the range o f  predator control tools that exist in statute. I am prepared to work with other Board 
members, the D epartm ent o f  Fish and Game, and members o f  the public to apply the predator management 
method(s) that best fits the biological and economic considerations in a particular game management unit.

Our Highest G am e M anagem ent Priority. I ’ve been asked what I think our highest game management priority 
is. At the risk o f  overly simplifying an extremely complex subject, I believe our highest priority is to manage game 
populations, and their habitats, well enough that they’ll be available for future Alaskans to debate the use of.

Enclosure: One-page resume

mailto:bbaker@alaska.net


Bruce H. Baker, Board o f Game Appointee
P.O. Box 211384 RESUME (907) 789-9354

Auke Bay, AK 99821 bbaker@alaska.net

♦ Active hunter and amateur wildlife photographer.

♦  Recognition o f  trapping as a legitimate use o f  wildlife.

♦  Former member o f  Brown Bear M anagem ent Team that the Board o f  Game appointed to  make 
recommendations for Admiralty, Baranof, and Chichagof islands (1999 & 2000).

♦  Alaska resident for over 30 years, with m ost o f  professional career dedicated to  helping 
manage habitats that are essential for sustainable game populations.

♦ Biological field work in southeast, southcentral, and interior Alaska.

♦ Considerable experience in public policy and working with a variety o f  natural resource user 
groups.

♦ Education: Bachelors and M asters degrees in Forest Management, University o f  Michigan.

♦  Examples o f Publications: Coauthor o f  Alaska’s Bears, published by Alaska Geographic 
Society, and contributing author o f  Brown Bears o f Admiralty Island, recently published by 
Friends o f  Admiralty Island. Author o f  Alaska Geographic articles on fish and wildlife use o f  
coastal forests.

♦  Em ploym ent History:

•  Self-Emploved Natural Resource Consultant (on matters other than those which come 
before the Board o f  Game). 1992 - Present. M ost recent work example is serving as 
Conservation Easement Project M anager for Southeast Alaska Land Trust, a non-profit 
organization whose mission it is to  help landowners who request assistance in managing 
the conservation values o f  their land. Helped City o f  Kake, Kake Tribal Corporation, and 
other private landowners prepare conservation easements for their lands.

•  Deputy Director o f  Alaska Departm ent o f  Fish and Game’s Habitat Division. 1 9 8 1 -  
1992. W orked with other state and federal agencies, Native corporations, industry, local 
governments, and private individuals to help balance natural resource development and 
fish and wildlife habitat protection in the broad range o f  resource development activities 
occurring throughout the state. Represented ADF&G before the Legislature on wildlife 
habitat related legislation.

•  Natural Resource Policy Specialist for Governor Jay Hammond. Office o f  the 
G overnor. 1978 -  1981. W orked with state and federal agencies, local governments, 
industry, and private citizens to  help balance natural resource development and protection 
in the broad range o f  resource development activities occurring throughout the state.

o U.S. Forest Service. 1965 -  1977. Forest protection assignments in Alaska, Utah, 
Wyoming, Idaho, and the northeastern states.

•  U.S. Army Corps o f  Engineers. 1963 -  1965. Platoon leader and battalion adjutant in a 
combat engineer battalion, Ft. Carson, Colorado.

3/21/02
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Baker, Bruce 
Board o f  Game

Bruce H. Baker
P.O. Box 211384 Resume (907) 789-9354

Auke Bay, AK 99821 bbaker@alaska.net

♦ Active hunter and am ateur wildlife photographer.

♦ Form er m em ber of Brown Bear M anagem ent Team  that the Board of Game appointed to make 
recom m endations for Admiralty, Baranof, and Chichagof islands (1999 & 2000).

♦ Alaska resident for over 30 years, with most of professional career dedicated to helping 
manage habitats that are essential for sustainable game populations.

♦ Biological field work in southeast, southcentral, and interior Alaska.

♦  Considerable experience in public policy and working with a variety of natural resource user 
groups.

♦ Education: Bachelors and M asters degrees in Forest Management, University of M ichigan.

♦  Exam ples o f Publications: Coauthor o f Alaska's Bears, published by Alaska Geographic 
Society, and contributing author of Brown Bears o f  Admiralty Island, recently published by 
Friends of Admiralty Island. Author of Alaska Geographic articles on fish and wildlife use of 
coastal forests.

♦  Em ploym ent History:

« Self-Em ploved Natural Resource Consultant. 1992 - Present. Most recent work 
exam ple is serving as Conservation Easement Project M anager for Southeast Alaska 
Land Trust, a non-profit organization whose mission it is to help landowners who request 
assistance in managing the conservation values of their land. Helped City of Kake, Kake 
Tribal Corporation, and other private landowners prepare conservation easements for 
their lands.

•  D eputy Director of Alaska Department o f Fish and Gam e’s Habitat Division. 19S1 -  
1992. W orked with other state and federal agencies, Native corporations, industry, local 
governments, and private individuals to help balance natural resource development and 
fish and wildlife habitat protection in the broad range of resource development activities 
occurring throughout the state. Represented ADF&G before the Legislature on wildlife 
habitat related legislation.

•  Natural Resource Policy Specialist for Governor Jay Hammond. Office of the 
G overnor. 1978 -  19S1. W orked with state and federal agencies, local governments, 
industry, and private citizens to help balance natural resource development and protection 
in the broad range of resource development activities occurring throughout the state.

•  U.S. Forest Service. 1965 -  1977. Forest protection assignments in Alaska, Utah, 
W yom ing, Idaho, and the northeastern states.

•  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 1963 -1965. Platoon leader and battalion adjutant in a 
com bat engineer battalion, Ft. Carson, Colorado.

2/19/02
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Phone & Fax: 

(9 0 7 )  7 8 9 -9 3 5 4

Bruce H. Baker 

P.O . B o x  211384  

A u k e  Bay, A la s k a  99821

e-m ail:

b b ake r@ a la ska .n e t 

March 27, 2002

Representative Drew Scali -

Thank you for taking the time to meet with me yesterday regarding my appointment to the Board o f  Game.
As a board member, it’s im portant for me to  understand the game management concerns that Legislators have 
and would like to see addressed within the scope o f  the board’s statutory authorities and responsibilities.

As a nev'ly appointed board member, I also try hard to hear what everyone coming before the board has to 
say and to make sure that votes I cast on proposed regulatory changes are informed and fair. I t’s a great 
opportunity to draw upon my career experience in public policy and to work with a variety o f  interest groups.

Please let me know if  you or your constituents have any questions, and I’ll try to answer them.

Sincerely,

mailto:bbaker@alaska.net


Sparck, Michelle 
Board o f Game

Michelle R. Sparck A VCP, Inc.
P .O . B o x  267  

B e the l, A K  99559

P o a ch  219 

B e th e l, A K  99559

m spa rck@ ea rth lin k .n e t

(907) 543 3260 (907) 543 - 7300  

( 7 0 3 ) 2 1 6 -  1925 m o b ile  

m spa rck@ avcp .o rg

EDUCATION
The Am erican University, W ashington, D.C. - School o f International Services - B.A. International Studies 
BUSINESS ASSOCIATION / MEMBERSHIP
AVCP R EG IO N : W estern A laska Brown Bear M anagement Area Group, the Qauilnguut (K ilbuck) Caribou Herd 
M anagem ent Plan, the Low er Yukon M oose M anagement Plan, the W aterfowl Conservation Committee, and the 
Imarpigmuit U ngungsiit M urilkestiit (W atchers o f  the Sea M ammals), Upallret Dance Group (Eskimo Dance. 
Bethel)
STATEW IDE: A laska Beluga W hale Committee, Eskimo W alrus Commission, RurAL C A P’S Indigenous Peoples 
Council on M arine M am m als (IPCoM M ), Alaska Native Professional Association, USFW S Goose Calendar 
Committee Netw ork, RurAL C A P’s Alaska Native M igratory Bird M anagem ent Group, and committee work with 
the Alaska Board o f  Fisheries, A laska Board o f Game and the Alaska State Society (W ashington, D.C) 
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
• Association o f V illage Council Presidents. Inc. (AVCP). Bethel. AK - W ashington. D.C. Reference: Art Lake, 
President. A dm inistration (1999-Present) Legislative Liaison - AVCP is a federally recognized non-profit tribal 
organization for its 56 m em ber Y up’ik /  C up’ik Eskimo and Athabascan villages in the Yukon and Kuskokwim 
R iverD elta  in W estern Alaska.
• M onitor State and Federal legislative activities to protect regional rights and Subsistence activities. Attend 
legislative hearings and work with the Alaska Delegation and other members on AVCP, Slate, National and 
International (A rctic /  Indigenous) resource issues.
• D epartm ent o f N atural R esources (Novem ber 1997-1998) Resources Specialist 11 - M onitor and advise
Program Director, President and Chairm an o f AVCP on all resource issues that would and do affect the AVCP& '
region and general A laska N ative practices.
• Coastal V illages Region Fund. CCVRF). Bethel / Anchorage. AK & W ashington. D.C. (M arch - Decem ber 
2000, Part T im e) Legislative Liaison  - M onitor legislative activities that would affect the Fishing Industry 
partnerships developed through the M agnuson-Stevens Sustainable Fisheries Act. CVRF is a Community 
Development Q uota (CD Q) group with 20 Yukon - Kuskokwim m ember communities.
• U.S. House o f  R epresentatives. Chairm an Don Young (R-AK). W ashington. D.C. Ref.: Cynthia Ahwinona, 

Legislative Staff.
Committee on R esources, Subcom m ittee on Fisheries Conservation, W ildlife and Oceans (April 1996-October 
1997) Legislative S ta f f-  Advised Chairm an Young and Chairman Jim  Saxton (R-NJ) on legislative matters within 
Committee Jurisdiction. Form ulated policies and alternatives for Com mittee issues. Carried out legislative and 
oversight activities including issue research: constituent, special interest, and Administration affairs; legislative 
correspondence; arrangem ent and attendance o f hearings; prepared statements; bill reports and legislative memos.
• U.S. Senate. Senator Ted Stevens (R-AK). W ashington. D.C. Reference: Carol White, Chief of Staff 
Personal Office (July - D ecem ber 1991; August 1995 - March 29, 1996) S ta ff A ssistant (High School Internship 
fellow, college s ta ff assistant; post-degree staff assistant) - Authored case studies on W etland Reauthorization; 
assisted Legislative A ssistants on various resource issues concerning Alaska.
• Bering Sea F isherm en’s Association (BSFA). Anchorage. AK Reference: Karen Gillis, Administration 
(June - A ugust 1992) College S ta ff  A ssistant - Coordinated a State and Federal fishing disaster emergency relief 
program for N orton Sound herring fishermen. Compiled community profiles for eligibility in a federal fishery 
allocation program  for /  with the Alaska Department o f Community and Regional Affairs (DCRA).

mailto:msparck@earthlink.net
mailto:msparck@avcp.org
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M arch 4, 2002

Representative Beverly M asek 
Co-Chairm an, House Resource Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, A laska

Dear R epresentative M asek,

The A laska Professional Hunters Association has the following statem ents and recom m endations for your 
consideration regarding the confirmation o f the existing Board o f Game appointees. For those o f us that 
depend upon the decisions made by this Board for our livelihood, it is very unsettling to be forced to react 
to these appointm ents ju s t two weeks prior to scheduled Board O f Game meetings. In many cases the 
fates of our fam ilies lives and our businesses are determined by the decisions m ade by this board. The 
situation as it currently stands certainly suggests that there is a calculated agenda to place or react to 
special in terest’s concerns and not the will of the people of the State, or affiliated agencies and 
departm ents. As well as adding to the non-experience factor o f this important Alaskan resources Board.

The ADF& G regulatory system when used justly stands as a leader o f dem ocratic m anagem ent systems 
regarding goal developm ent and resource allocations for all user groups. It is unfortunate to many 
Alaskans that the perception o f this process by some parties is one of unfair representation o f their 
concerns. The existing adm inistration has had well over seven years to adjust the balance o f this board 
and has m ade considerable changes to its make up prior to the most recent nom inations.

As a prim ary exam ple, there currently is not one board of game m em ber that is a representative o f the 
guiding industry. This is in spite of the fact that this industry has historically and continues to provide 
over eighty percent o f  the annual funding needs for the managem ent o f the S tate’s wildlife resources.
This industry at the very least should have one representative on the board. The balance of the cross- 
sectioning representation on this board reflects a pendulum that has risen way beyond fairness o f user 
groups and is stuck at this unjust height.

This being stated, here are our recommendations.

1. That M r. D ana Pruhs, who has been serving as an appointee be confirmed.
2. That M r. George M atz who has been serving as an appointee be confirmed.
3. That the nom inations of M ichelle Sparck, Caleb Pungowiyi, and Bruce Baker should not be 

confirm ed due to the non-diversified make up of the board if they were to be confirmed.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions, comments or concerns you may have in these regards. 

Respectfully,

Robert Fithian
APHA Executive Director

c.c. Representatives, Scalzi, Fate, Chenault, Green, M cGuire, Stevens, Kapsner, Kertula



State Capitol 
Juneau, A laska

D ear R epresentative Scalzi,

The A laska Professional Hunters Association has the following statem ents and recom m endations for your 
consideration regarding the confirm ation o f the existing Board o f Game appointees. For those of us that 
depend upon the decisions made by this Board for our livelihood, it is very unsettling to be forced to react 
to these appointm ents ju s t two weeks prior to scheduled Board O f Game meetings. In many cases the 
fates o f our fam ilies lives and our businesses are determ ined by the decisions made by this board. The 
situation as it currently stands certainly suggests that there is a calculated agenda to place or react to 
special in terest’s concerns and not the will o f the people o f  the State, or affiliated agencies and 
departm ents. As well as adding to the non-experience factor o f this important Alaskan resources Board.

The A D F& G  regulatory system  when used justly  stands as a leader o f dem ocratic managem ent systems 
regarding goal developm ent and resource allocations for all user groups. It is unfortunate to many 
A laskans that the perception o f this process by som e parties is one of unfair representation o f their 
concerns. T he existing adm inistration has had well over seven years to adjust the balance o f this board 
and has m ade considerable changes to its make up prior to the most recent nom inations.

As a prim ary exam ple, there currently is not one board o f game m em ber that is a representative o f the 
guiding industry. This is in spite o f the fact that this industry has historically and continues to provide 
over eighty percent o f the annual funding needs for the m anagem ent o f the S ta te’s wildlife resources.
This industry at the very least should have one representative on the board. The balance o f the cross- 
sectioning representation on this board reflects a pendulum that has risen way beyond fairness o f user 
groups and is stuck at this unjust height.

This being stated, here are our recom m endations.

1. T hat M r. Dana Pruhs, who has been serving as an appointee be confirmed.
2. T hat M r. George M atz who has been serving as an appointee be confirmed.
3. That the nom inations o f M ichelle Sparck, Caleb Pungowiyi, and Bruce Baker should not be 

confirm ed due to the non-diversified make up o f the board if they were to be confirmed.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions, com m ents or concerns you m ay have in these regards. 

Respectfully,

Robert Fithian
APHA E xecutive D irector

c.c. R epresentatives, M asek, Fate, Chenault, Green, M cGuire, Stevens, Kapsner, Kerttula



Alaska State Legislature
P lease enter into the record my testimony to the ^  t > u r c y=£-

committee name
C fQ im  b o o y v {  C o  w'P\ r  H i f f  io  >u- < Z /, /  o l2 ~committee on      , dated  L-L----------------

bill/subject

After attending the Eoard o f  Game session in January , I feel that Mr Metz and Mr Pruhs 

should be confirmed to the board. I  fe lt that they were willing to work with the issues 

brought before the board.

The th ree positions ju s t  vacated should not be confirmed at this time. There has not been 

any time to evaluate their performance at a board session. The new governor should be 

allowed to fill these positions when he o r she is in office

Signed: / / / .  iS a J L l— -__

Testifier

K-evh n e “f  h j p c  G r
Representing (Optional)
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A L A S K A 308 G  S treet, Suite 217
A n ch o rag e , A K  99501

April 24, 2002

Tel: 9 0 7 -276 7 0 34  
F ax: 907-276-5069 
w w w .au d u b o n .o rg

Senator John Torgerson 
Chair, Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Tergerson:

On behalf o f  Audubon Alaska and our Alaska 2,300 members, we encourage you to confirm the 
Governor's nominees to the Alaska Board of Game. These nominees have the experience, interests, and 
perspectives to represent all Alaskans on this important regulatory board. In particular-, we would like to 
offer our support to George Matz and Bruce Baker.

George Matz, from Anchorage, has had professional experience in resource economics and is also a hunter 
and wildlife enthusiast. He firmly supports sustainable hunting and trapping. George has been the local 
organizer o f four Alaska Bear Forums in which a diverse group of people, including hunters, scientists, 
managers, and wildlife viewers, discuss current management issues facing bears in southcentral Alaska. 
George has expressed a strong interest in working with all wildlife enthusiasts, both hunters and 
nonhunters, to conserve wildlife and their habitats for future generations.

Bmce Baker, from Juneau, is a professional resource manager who is retired from the Department of Fish 
and ‘Game. Prior to working for Fish and Game, Bruce worked as a scientist for the Forest Sendee in 
Juneau. A fomier deputy director o f the Habitat Division, he has a strong background in habitat 
managem ent issues throughout Alaska. Bruce is a strong supporter o f both hunting and wiidiife viewing 
ami would bring a fair and balanced perspective on resource management to the Board o f Game.

Each of these board nominees will bring different skills and expertise to the board. Their skills and 
backgrounds will complement current board members and each other. Both nominees support Alaska’s 
hunting heritage -and are committed to serving Alaskans and making our wildlife management program one 
o f the best in the nation. We encourage you to share tltis letter with your committee and support their 
confirmation.

Thank you for considering our views on this important issue.

/1//A T 2 -  ©

http://www.audubon.org


April 5, 2002

The Honorable JohnT orgerson, Chairm an
Senate Resources Committee
Alaska State Senate
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Torgerson-

This letter is to express my conviction that the Board o f  Game has been strengtnened by the 
presence o f  George Matz. I urge you to confirm his position on the Board.

M r. M atz provides a very necessary balance to the Board with his support not only o f hunting and 
trapping, but also o f wildlife viewing. From my position on the Anchorage Waterfowl W orking 
Group I have seen his consistent goal o f  finding agreement among divergent attitudes about 
solutions o f  Anchorage’s C anada goose problems. His goal o f  striving for consensus is a 
valuable asset to the Board o f  Game.

Mr. M atz has worked for years on studies o f Kenai brown bears, furthering the public awareness 
and appreciation needed to maintain a sustained population o f  brown bears on the Kenai 
Peninsula. In 1998 he organized the Kenai Brown Bear Festival. Likewise, he has been active in 
loon conservation, organizing festivals and loon watches on the Anchorage bowl lakes.

His continued presence on the Board o f  Game will enhance its value. Thank you for your 
attention to my concern.

Sincerely,

Owen K. Hughes "
17406 Adams Lane 
Eagle River, AK 99577-7421



Board of Game confirmations

S ubject: B o ard  o f G am e con firm ations 
D ate: Sun, 31 M ar 2002 17:05:21 -0900 

F ro m : "Diana J. W oods" <diana@ dianaw oods.com >
To: <Senator_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak:.us>

Mr. Torgenson,

Soon the Resources Committee for the House and Senate will hold confirmation 
hearings on the Board of Game members. I'm writing to declare my support 
for board member George Matz.

He has previously said "....My primary interest is to expand the scope of 
the Board of Game so that it more often considers wildlife viewing issues. 
Ideally, I would like to see the Board create opportunities for wildlife 
viewing that do not, in turn, reduce the opportunity for hunting or 
trapping...." and I agree.

George has also pointed out that "....According to ADF&G surveys, wildlife 
viewers are willing to pay on average about $309 to $417 each to see wolves/ 
which is about the price that the trapper would get once for a pelt. I 
believe the economic value of wildlife viewing in this case far outweighed 
the loss to trapping...." Again I agree.

George has some experience with economic analysis and how it pertains to 
measuring wildlife values. Unfortunately most economic analysis does not 
accurately measure wildlife values. However, there are relatively new 
methodologies that attempt to measure the total value of wildlife and George 
can bring this background to the Board of Game.

Diana Woods 
2507 West 29th Ave 
Anchorage, AK 99517 
907-248-6921

1 of 1 4/2/2002 6:55 AM

mailto:diana@dianawoods.com


20 March, 2002
Senator John Torgerson
State Capital
Juneau, Ak. 99801-1182

Dear Senator Torgerson,

I would encourage you to confirm George Matz to the Board of Game. 
George is a long time Alaskan, avid hunter, fisherman, and 
conservationist. He has experience working in the State government and 
brings innovative new ideas to the Board. He weighs all issues with 
great care and considers this appointment as a serious responsibility.
I feel he would be an excellent person to have on the Board of Game.

Ester, Ak. 99725 
479-5426

.i



20 March, 2002

Rep. Drew Scalzi 
State Capital 
Juneau, Ak. 99801-1182

Dear Representative Scalzi,

I ^ould encourage you to confirm George Matz to the Board of Game. 
George is a long time Alaskan, avid hunter, fisherman, and 
conservationist. He has experience working in State government and 
brings innovative new ideas to the Board. He weighs all issues with 
great care and considers this appointment as a serious responsibility.
1 feel he would be an excellent person to have on the Board of Game.

2  j  n n a  v n  1 tr

Wi
P.w.
Ester, Ak. 99725 
479-5426
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April 17. 2002 mEPHONE: (907} 443-5231 « FAX; (907| 443-3708

Honorable Rick Halford, Senate President 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Honorable Brian S. Porter, House Speaker 
Alaska Stale Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Mr. Halford and Mr. Porter:

Please accept this letter of support for confirmation of Caleb Pungowiyi. i 
and George Matz to serve on the Board of Game. The Kawerak Board o f  Directors met 
recently and favorably considered a recommendation from their Natural Resources 
Committee to support these individuals.

Caleb Pungowiyi, having lived primarily in this region, has years o f  experience in hunting 
large mammals o f  the land and sea. He also clearly understands and has experience in the 
state regulatory process for fish and game management.

Michele Sparck has years o f experience of subsisting off the natural resources and living in 
rural areas. Her perspective in preparation, gathering and traditional methods of putting 
away wild food is important.

George Matz has demonstrated voting records showing a balanced perspective for the 
environment and hunting interests.

In closing, wc arc confident these individuals will do a good job on the Board of Game and 
encourage you to support their confirmation.

Sincerely,
KAWERAK, INC,

Roben Keith, Chairman

Q  / i j i * n /  
S P M 6 L


