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Sponsor Statement 
Senate Bill 99

"A n A c t re la tin g  to th e  D N A  id en tif ica tio n  re g is tra tio n  system ."

In 1995, Alaska passed House Bill 27, establishing a DNA database as a tool to help the 
law enforcement community identify perpetrators of violent crimes, especially sexual 
offenders. Senate Bill 99 will expand the database to include samples from convicted 
burglars.

DNA evidence has proven to be very effective for identifying, capturing and convicting 
repeat criminals. All 50 states have laws requiring DNA testing of convicted sex 
offenders, and sharing information with other states has helped Alaska make 
convictions on cases that have not been solved for years.

Alaska's current statute requires testing of anyone convicted of a felony against a 
person. During debate on the original legislation, there was discussion of including 
burglary. At the time, there were no definitive studies showing a connection between 
burglary and consequent violent offenses, so House Bill 27 did not require testing for 
burglars.

As the databases expanded, statistics have shown there is a relationship between 
burglary and violent crimes. A recent Florida study shows that 52% of murderers and 
sex offenders had a previous burglary conviction. In Virginia, the first state to establish 
a DNA database, their experience has shown that more than half of the DNA matches 
from crime scenes of rapes and murders are from samples of convicted burglars. At this 
time, 25 states include convicted burglars in their DNA registries.

By testing convicted burglars, we will allow law enforcement officials to stop a violent 
criminal the first time, before other innocent people are victimized. I appreciate your 
support of this legislation.

3/8/01
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Bill Analysis SB 99 (#3)
Page 2

This bill adds burglary or a felony attempt to commit burglary to the list o f crimes for which, after conviction, 
a defendant can be required to give a DNA sample. This bill will most likely have fiscal impact on the Public 
Defender Agency. Failing to comply with a valid request to provide a DNA sample is already a Class A 
misdemeanor. Sec A.S. 11.56.760. The Agency is likely to be appointed to represent people accused o f this 
crime.

Currently the Public Defender Agency has few of these cases. I f  the sampling program becomes more 
widespread with the inclusion of additional crimes and more samples being requested, more refusals will 
undoubtedly be prosecuted. In that case there could be a significant fiscal impact on the Public Defender 
Agency. Over 680 people were arrested for burglary in Alaska in 1999 (Crime Reported in Alaska, 1999, 
Department o f Public Safety).
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A L A SK A  N E T W O R K  O N  
D O M E S T IC  V IO LE N C E  A N D  S E X U A L  A S S  A  U L T

3 - 2 0 - 2 0 1  4 : 45PM  FROM ANDVSA 9 0 7  4 6 3  4 4 9 3

130 Seward, Rm 209 (907) 586-3650 ph
Juneau, Alaska 99801 (907) 463-4493 fx

To: Senator Halford
From: Lauree Hugonin )L<iC
Date: 3/20/01
Re: Support for SB99

The Alaska Network on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault (Network) is the 
statewide coa'don of community domestic violence and sexual assault intervention 
programs for Alaska. Twenty lull member and five supporting member programs 
provide shelter, advocacy, crisis intervention, and, information and referral services 
to victims seeking assistance in ending the violence being perpetrated against them. 
The Network works to promote institutional and systemic change necessary to end 
violence against women.

The Network supports the passage of SB99. SB99 will allow the department of 
public safety to collect for inclusion into the DNA registration system a blood 
sample, oral sample, or both from a person convicted of burglary or a felony attempt 
to commit burglary. Studies conducted in the lower 48 have shown that a high 
percentage of people who commit burglaries also commit sexual assault.

On a per capita basis, Alaska continually ranks in tire top tlnee of the nation with the 
highest rate of sexual assault. Entering DNA into the database from people who are 
convicted of burglaries when the correlation to sexual assault is strong makes sense. 
Tire database affords law' enforcement the opportunity to quickly identify a suspect 
as w'ell as to quickly drop someone from the list of suspects if the dna does not 
match samples in the database. This tool will hopefully assist in the successful 
resolution of many of the sexual assault cases in the state.
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBL IC SAFETY

OFFICE O F  TH E  C O M M ISSIO N E R

M a rc h  19, 2001

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

P.O.BOX 111200 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-1200 
PHONE: (907)-165-1322 
FAX: (907) 465-1362

T h e  H o n o r a b le  R ic k  H a lfo rd  
P re s id en t ,  A la s k a  S ta te  S en a te  
S ta te  C a p i to l ,  R o o m  111 
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1S2

D e a r  P re s id e n t  H a lfo rd :

T h is  le t te r  is in r e sp o n se  to q u es t io n s  I re c e iv e d  f ro m  y o u r  o f f ic e  c o n c e rn in g  the  s ta te ’s 
D N A  re g is t ra t io n  sy s te m  and  the n a t io n a l  C o m b in e d  D N A  Index  S y s te m  (C O D IS ) .

Q u e s t io n  #1 :  H o w  a re  s a m p le s  c o l le c te d
C u rre n t  law  (A S  4 4 .4 1 .0 3 5 )  d irec ts  the  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b l ic  S a fe ty  to e s ta b l ish  a D N A  
id e n t i f ic a t io n  reg is t ra t io n  sy s tem  c o n s is t in g  o f  b lo o d  o r  oral s a m p le s  d r a w n  from 
in d iv id u a ls  c o n v ic te d  o f  cer ta in  sp e c i f ie d  c r im es .  F o r  the  p as t  se v e ra l  y ea rs  the 
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b l ic  S a fe ty  has b e e n  e x c lu s iv e ly  c o l le c t in g  oral s a m p le s .  T h e s e  
s a m p le s  a re  b e in g  c o l lec te d  by  c o r re c t io n a l ,  p ro b a t io n ,  p a ro le  o r  p e a c e  o f f ic e rs  and  
s u b m it te d  to the  S ta te  C r im e  L a b o ra to ry .  T h e  L a b o ra to ry  a s s ig n s  a u n iq u e  ide n ti fy in g  
n u m b e r  to th e  s a m p le  and reco rds  s a m p le  in fo rm a t io n .  T h e  id e n t i ty  o f  the  p e rso n  from  
w h o m  the  s a m p le  w a s  co l lec ted  is a lso  ver if ied  b y  c o m p a r in g  the  th u m b p r in t  in c lu d ed  in 
the  c o l le c t io n  k it  to f ingerp rin t  re c o rd s  m a in ta in e d  b y  the  State.

D N A  p ro f i l e s  a re  g en e ra ted  and e n te re d  into th e  C o m b in e d  D N A  In dex  S y s te m  (C O D I S )  
and  th e  N a t io n a l  D N A  Index  (N D IS )  fo r  law  e n fo rc e m e n t  p u rp o s e s  e s ta b l ish e d  b y  the 
FB I u n d e r  the  a u th o r i ty  o f  the fed era l  D N A  Id e n t i f ic a t io n  A c t  o f  1994. T h i s  N a tio n a l  
D N A  In d e x  S y s te m  b e c a m e  o p e ra t io n a l  in 1998.

Q u e s t io n  # 2 :  D e sc r ib e  h o w  sa m p le s  a re  “ tv p e d ” and  p la ce d  into th e  c o m p u te r :  n o te  the  
13 p o in t  m a tc h
I n f o r n a t i o n  e n te re d  into C O D IS  is l im ited  to th e  u n iq u e  sa m p le  n u m b e r  a s s ig n ed  b y  the 
L a b o ra to ry  a n d  the  D N A  profile  c o n s is t in g  o f  a  se r ie s  o f  n u m b e rs  fo r  the  13 D N A  
m a rk e r s  r e q u i r e d  for en try  into C O D IS .  T h e  n a m e  o f  the  in d iv id u a l  from w h o m  the 
s a m p le  w a s  c o l le c te d  is not en te red  in to  C O D IS .

M a rk e r s  a re  b a s ic a l ly  d iffe ren t  lo c a t io n s  ( loci)  on  the  D N A  m o le c u le ,  w h ic h  h av e  a h ig h  
d e g re e  o f  v a r ia b i l i ty  a m o n g  h u m a n s .  T h e re  a re  m a n y  m a rk e rs  th a t  c ou ld  b e  u sed  to 
id e n t i fy  a p e rs o n .  L a w  e n fo rc e m e n t  h as  s ta n d a rd iz e d  on  the  “ 13 m a rk e r s .”  T h is  w a y  
la b o ra to r ie s  can  c o m p a re  in fo rm atio n .



President Halford
March 19, 2001
Page 2

T h e se  p a r t ic u la r  m a rk e rs  do  not rev e a l  in fo rm a t io n  r e la t in g  to m e d ic a l  p r e d i s p o s i t io n s  or 
race.

Q u e s t ion  #3: W h o  h as  access  to s a m p le s :  h o w  a re  t h e y  h a n d le d  
A c c e ss  to the  C O D IS  d a tab a se  is s t r ic t ly  l im ited  to th e  C O D I S  S ta te  A d m in i s t r a to r  and  
a u th o r iz ed  D N A  ana ly s ts .  B e c a u s e  o u r  L a b o ra to r y  p a r t ic ip a te s  in the  N a t io n a l  D N A  
Index  S y s te m , A la s k a 's  C O D IS  u se rs  m u s t  b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  th e  N D I S  C u s to d ia n  at the  
F B I A ll  C O D IS  users  m u s t  su b m it  a P r iv a c y  A c t  E x p la n a t io n  F o rm ,  F in g e rp r in t  C a rd s ,  
B a c k g ro u n d  D a ta  In fo rm a t io n  F o rm , Q u e s t io n n a i r e  f o r  N a t io n a l  S e c u r i ty  P e r s o n n e l  and  
a C O D IS  U s e r  In fo rm a t io n  fo nn . P a s s in g  an  F B I  s e c u r i ty  c h e c k  is a lso  re q u ire d .

T h e  L a b o ra to ry  h as  b ee n  a w ard ed  a fed e ra l  g ran t  to e l im in a te  the  b a c k lo g  o f  c o n v ic te d  
o f fe n d e r  s a m p le s  w h ic h  h a v e  not b e e n  e n te re d  in to  C O D I S .  T h e  sa m p le s  b e in g  se n t  to 
the  cer t i f ied  c o n trac t  lab o ra to ry  c o n s is t  o f  a sm all  c u t t in g  o f  b io lo g ic a l  m a te r ia l  in tu b e s  
n u m b e re d  w i th  a c o d e .  T h e  c o n trac t  l a b o ra to ry  h a s  n o  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t  the  o r ig in  o f  
a n y  s a m p le .  T h e  D N A  p ro f i les  g e n e r a te d  a re  r e l u m e d  to the  C r im e  L a b o ra to ry  a n d  a n y  
sa m p le  re m a in in g  at the  c on trac t  l a b o r a to r y  is d e s t ro y e d .

T h e  N a tio n a l  D N A  Id en t if ica t io n  A c t  a lso  s p e c i f ie s  th e  ty p e  o f  in fo rm a t io n  tha t  m a y  be  
m a in ta in e d  in the  N a t io n a l  D N A  d a ta b a s e  as w e l l  as  d is c lo s u re  r e q u i re m e n ts .  W e  w o u ld  
b e  r e m is s  i f  w e  d id  no t  a d d re ss  c o n c e r n s  ra ise d  b y  p r iv a c y  a d v o c a te s  tha t  the  D N A  d a ta  
a n d /o r  D N A  s a m p le s  m a y  b e  used  in a p p ro p r ia te ly  o r  fo r  u n a u th o r iz e d  p u rp o se s .  T h e  
D N A  A c t  e x p l ic i t ly  d e f in e s  as fo l lo w s  w h o  can  a c c e s s  th e  D N A  d a ta  and  D N A  sa m p le s  
in the N a t io n a l  D N A  d a ta b a se  and  fo r  w h a t  p u rp o se s :

(a) to c r im in a l  ju s t ic e  a g e n c ie s  fo r  law  e n f o r c e m e n t  ide n t i f ic a t io n  
p u rp o se s ;

(b )  i n j u d ic i a l  p ro c e e d in g s ,  i f  o th e rw is e  a d m is s ib le  p u r s u a n t  to 
a p p l ic a b le  s ta tu te s  and  ru le s ;

(c )  fo r  c r im in a l  d e fe n se  p u r p o s e s ,  to  a d e f e n d a n t  w h o  sh a ll  h a v e  
a c c e s s  to s a m p le s  and a n a ly s e s  p e r fo rm e d  in c o n n e c t io n  w ith  
h i s /h e r  case ;  and

(d)  i f  p e r s o n a l ly  id e n t i f ia b le  in fo rm a t io n  is r e m o v e d ,  fo r  a 
p o p u la t io n  s ta t is tics  d a ta b a s e ,  fo r  id e n t i f ic a t io n
re s e a rc h  and  p ro to co l  d e v e lo p m e n t  p u rp o s e s ,  o r  fo r  q u a l i ty  co n tro l  
p u rp o s e s .  4 2  U .S .C .A .§ 1 4 1 3 2 (b ) (3 ) .



Q u e s t io n  #4: H o w  a re  sa m p les  s to red
D N A  s a m p le s  from  c o n v ic ted  o f fe n d e rs  a re  s to red  in a  s e c u re  la b o ra to ry  f reeze r ,  sea led  
in e n v e lo p e s  w i th  t a m p e r -p r o o f  tap e , u n d e r  the  co n tro l  o f  fhe  S ta te  C r im e  L a b o ra to ry 's  
e v id e n c e  sec t io n .

P lease  d o  n o t  h es i ta te  to call i f  you , o r  y o u r  staff, h a v e  a n y  a d d i t io n a l  q u es t io n s .

President Halford
March 19, 2001
Page 3

S in ce re ly ,

G le n n  G. G o d f r e y  
C o m m is s io n e r



S T A T E  D N A  D A T A B A S E  L A W S  
Q U A L I F Y I N G  O F F E N S E S

Stoic Sex  O ffenses
O ffenses
A gainst
Children

M urder A ssault & 
Battery

Robbery Kidnapping Burglary Attem pts Juveniles A ll Felonies

A LA KAMA / y y y y y y y y

A laska y y y y y y y y

A rizona y y y y y y y y

A rkansas y y y y y y y y

California y y y y y y y
Colorado y y y y y y y y

C O N N E C T IC U T y y y

Delaw are y y y
Florida y y y y y y y

G eorgia y y y y y y y y y

Hawaii y y y
Idaho y y y y y y y

Illinois y y y y y y y y

Indiana y y y y y y y

Iowa y y y y y

Kansas y y y y y

Kentucky y
Louisiana y y y y y y y

M aine y y y y y y y y y

M aryland y y y y

M assachusetts y y y y y y y



State S ex  O ffenses
O ffenses
Against
Children

M urder A ssault & 
Battery Robbery Kidnapping Burglary Attem pts Juveniles A ll Felonies

M ichigan y y y
M innesota y y y y y y y y
M ississippi y y
M issouri y y y y y
M ontana y y y y y y y y
N ebraska y y y

Nevada y y y y y y
N ew  Ham pshire y y

N ew  J ersey y y y y y y y

New Mexico y y y y y y y y y

New York y y y y y y

North  Carolina y y y y y

North  Dakota y y y
Ohio y y y y y y

O klahoma y y y y

O regon y y y y y y

Pennsylvania y y y y y

Rhode Island y y y
S outh  Carolina y y y y y y y y

S outh Dakota y y y y y y y y

T ennessee y y y y y y y y y y

T exas y y y y y y

Utah y y y y y



Slate S ex  O ffenses
O ffenses
A gainst
Children

M urder A ssault & 
Battery Robbery Kidnapping Burglary Attem pts Juveniles A ll Felonies

Verm ont S y y y y y y y

V irginia y y y y y y y y y y

Washington y y y y y y y y

W est Virginia y y y y y y y

W isconsin y y y y y y y y

W yoming y y y y y y y y y

Totals 5 0 41 4 4 3 5 27 3 2 25 2 6 24 7
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Va. Man Receives Life Sentence for ’92 Slaying
V a. D N A  D a ta b a se  L e d  P o l ic e  to  Suspect E ig h t  Y e a r s  A f te r  S h o p k e e p e r ’s D e a th

By Tom Jackman 
Washington Posi Staff Writer 
Tuesday, April 3, 2001; Page B02

A  L e e s b u rg  m a n  w h o  r e p e a te d ly  s tabbed  a p o p u la r  O ld  T o w n  A le x a n d r ia  s h o p k e e p e r  to  d ea th  in 1992, but 
w a sn 't  a rres ted  until e ig h t  y e a rs  later, w as s e n te n c e d  in F a ir fa x  C o u n ty  C irc u i t  C o u r t  y e s te rd a y  to life in 
p r iso n .

M a c k  R ea v es  III , 31 , a p o lo g iz e d  to the fam ily  o f  M a r i ly n  M . B a n d e ra ,  w h o  w a s  k il led  in h e r  B e l le  H a v e n  
h o m e  M a rc h  18, 1992. R e a v e s  w ep t  as he sp o k e ,  m u c h  as h e  d id  last s u m m e r  in his  t a p e d  c o n fe s s io n  to 
F a ir fa x  d e tec t ives .  R e a v e s 's  a t to rn ey s  p la y ed  the  tap e  fo r  C irc u i t  C o u r t  Ju d g e  J a n e  M a ru m  R o u sh  y es te rd ay  
to  s h o w  that th e i r  c l ien t  w a s  rem o rsefu l .

P ro se c u to rs  c h a rg e d  R e a v e s  w ith  capital m u r d e r  a n d  p la n n e d  to s e e k  the d e a th  p en a l ty .  B ut B a n d e ra 's  
fa m ily  to ld  C o m m o n w e a l th 's  A t to rn e y  R o b e r t  F. H o ra n  Jr. tha t  th e y  d id  n o t  su p p o r t  cap ita l  p u n is h m e n t ;  so  
w h e n  R ea v es  o f fe re d  in F e b ru a r y  to p lead  g u i l ty  to  cap ita l  m u r d e r  in e x c h a n g e  fo r  an a g re e m e n t  by  H o ran  
no t  to seek  d ea th ,  H o ra n  c o n se n te d .

All tha t w a s  left y e s te rd a y ,  then , w as  fo r  d e fe n se  a t to rn e y s  to  try  to  p e r s u a d e  R o u sh  to  su s p e n d  s o m e  tim e  
f ro m  the  life s e n te n c e  req u ired  b y  law. Severa l  o f  R e a v e s 's  re la t iv e s  a n d  f r ien ds  te s t if ied  on  h is beha lf ,  
s a y in g  that h is  p a re n ts  w e re  a lcoh o l ic s  w h o  fo u g h t  v io le n t ly  a n d  a b a n d o n e d  R e a v e s  a n d  his b ro the r ,
V a n c e ,  w h en  bo th  w e re  y o u n g e r  than 10.

T h e  b ro th e rs  s lep t  in the  b ed  o f  a pickuD t ru c k  fo r  m o re  th a n  tw o  y ea rs  b e c a u s e  g o in g  in s id e  th e i r  e m p ty  
S o u th e a s t  W a sh in g to n  a p a r tm e n t  w as  sp o o k y ,  V a n c e  R e a v e s  sa id  y e s te rd a y .

B a n d e ra ,  a m o th e r  o f  th re e ,  o w n e d  C anv as  C u tte rs ,  tw o  c a n v a s  g o o d s  s to re s  in O ld  T o w n  A lex a n d ria .  
F r ie n d s  d e sc r ib e d  h e r  as  v iv a c io u s  and o u tg o in g ,  d e v o te d  to  h e r  c h i ld re n ,  a n d  a f re q u e n t  v o lu n te e r  fo r  the 
S a lv a t io n  A rm y  and  the  e ld e r ly .  H o ran  ca l led  h e r  "a  w a rm  h u m a n  b e in g  w h o  w a s  the  l igh t  o f  m a n y  lives."

O n  the  d ay  o f  the  m u rd e r ,  B a n d e ra  a p p a ren t ly  w en t  h o m e  fo r  lunch . H e r  h u sb a n d ,  Jo h n ,  fo u n d  h e r  b o d y  in 
the  fo y e r  a b o u t  1:30 p .m .,  w h e n  he s to p p ed  at h o m e  on  his  w a y  to  the  d en t is t .  C o u r t  rec o rd s  in d ica te  that 
B a n d e ra ,  4 5 ,  w a s  s ta b b e d  m o re  than 150 tim es .

F o r  yea rs ,  d e tec t iv e s  h ad  n o  leads . But they d id  h a v e  t races  o f  s o m e o n e 's  b lo o d ,  a p p a ren t ly  f ro m  a fie rce  
s t ru g g le  b e tw e e n  B a n d e ra  and  h e r  killer.

In 1996, R ea v es  p le a d e d  gu il ty  to  ro b b in g  a g as  s ta t io n .  H is  b lo o d  w a s  tak en  fo r  e n t ry  in to  the  s ta te  D N A  
d a ta b a n k  but,  b e c a u s e  o f  a  b ac k lo g ,  p ro b a b ly  w a sn 't  e n te re d  im m e d ia te ly .

F a i r f a x  h o m ic id e  d e te c t iv e s  p e r iod ica l ly  r e s u b m i t te d  th e i r  u n k n o w n  b lo o d  sa m p le ,  a nd  last s u m m e r  got a 
m a tc h  w ith  R ea v es 's  D N A .

B y  then , R e a v e s  w a s  o u t  o f  p r iso n . D e te c t iv e s  p ic k e d  h im  up , a n d  he  c o n fe s se d .  H e  sa id  he h a d  been  
w a lk in g  th ro u g h  B e l le  H a v e n  that day  in 1992 , k n o c k in g  o n  d o o rs  lo o k in g  fo r  w o rk . W h e n  h e  re a c h e d  
B a n d e ra 's  h o u se ,  he sa id ,  h e  fo rced  his w a y  in, in te n d in g  to  ro b  her. "I j u s t  lost it," he  said.
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A t y e s te rd a y 's  s e n te n c in g ,  H o ra n  c ri t ic ized  "the  usua l  l i tan y  o f  so c io lo g ic a l  e x c u se s  fo r  v io len t  b e h a v io r .
It 's  w h a t  I call the  'B la m e  It on the B a d  U p b r in g in g  S c h o o l . ' . . .  H e  m a d e  the  c h o ic e s  tha t  g o t  h im  here ."

In a  le t te r  to  the  ju d g e ,  Jo h n  B a n d e ra  w ro te :  " A n y o n e  c a p a b le  o f  d o in g  w h a t  he  h as  d o n e  sh o u ld  n e v e r  be 
f ree  to  p rey  on  in n o c e n t  p eo p le ."  B a n d e ra  d e c l in e d  to c o m m e n t  a f te r  the  h ea r in g .

R o u s h  d id  no t  su s p e n d  a n y  o f  R ea v es 's  se n te n c e ,  and  he  im p o s e d  10 y e a r s  fo r  a t te m p te d  ro bb ery .  R e a v e s  
w ill  be  e l ig ib le  fo r  p a ro le  in 25  years ,  H o ra n  sa id ,  b e c a u s e  the  c r im e  o c c u r re d  b e fo re  V irg in ia  ab o l ish ed  
p a ro le .

©  2001 T h e  W a s h in g to n  Pos t  C o m p a n y
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BOB EDW A RDS, host:

This is M O RNIN G  EDITION from NPR News. I 'm  Bob Edwards.

DNA is best know n for proving the innocence o f  people who have been wrongly convicted and getting them out 
o f prison. A quieter, more profound revolution is happening at the crime scene, where investigators are gathering 
evidence in developing their suspects. V irginia leads the nation with 140,000 criminal profiles in its DNA data 
bank. N P R 's Barbara Bradley repons.

BARBARA BRADLEY reponing:

It was her first night back in Charlottesville. The senior at the University o f  V irginia, who asked not to be 
identified, fell asleep, but was awakened by som eone m ovinn around in her room . She reached out and felt the 
barrel o f a gun. 'W h ere  is your w allet?’ the man said.

U nidentified W om an #1: I was so flustered at that point, I had no idea where I 'd  put my wallet. I was like, 'I t 's  
either on the floor o f  my bedroom or in my ca r.' And he said, 'W e ll, how much do you have in it? ’ and I said, ' I  
only have S 5 .’ And he said, 'W ell, tha t's  not enough. Y ou 're  going to pay .'

BRADLEY: That was when he raped her. He made her take a shower and walked her down to the kitchen, 
where he drank a beer. All the time, she was blindfolded,

U nidentified W om an #1: I saw an outline o f  him . Like i could tell that h was about 5 '1 0 " , fat,
A frican-A m erican, male, you know, m id-20s. T h a t’s about all I could tell. And so I could have never picked 
him  out o f a lineup, ever.

BRADLEY: C harlottesville police developed a list o f  about 40  suspects, but quickly ruled them  out. A few 
weeks later, L ieutenant Chip Harding, w ho is the chief o f  investigations, got a phone call from  the Virginia 
Departm ent o f  Forensic Science. They were testing semen from  the g irl's  sheets and saliva from  the beer can. 
The DNA profile matched one in the state data bank.

Lieutenant C H IP H ARDING  (Charlottesville Police D epartm ent): And I can rem em ber getting the call from 
forensic scientists in Richmond a n d - i t 's  em otional now, even talking about. But dropping the phone and just 
jum ping up and dow n and going, 'O h , my G od, I c r ” 't  believe this. We know who did this to h e r.'

BRADLEY: It turned out that the m an had a criminal record, not for sexual assault, but for gang-related
violence. But since Virginia takes DNA sam ples from  every convicted felon, his name and Social Security 
num ber popped up. The man was convicted. This kind o f result has radically changed the way police work in 
Charlottesville, V irginia. Sergeant Ralph B arfield(ph), who heads up forensic investigations, is alm ost breathless 
with exam ples. The rapist who blew out a candle before attacking his victim . The candle had his saliva. The 
burglar who wore a pair o f socks on his hands, left no fingerprints, but the discarded socks contained his skin 
cells. They found a bank robber who dropped his ski mask, and identified a m urderer from the sweat in his 
baseball cap. Barfield says it 's  nothing like the old days.

Sergeant RALPH  BARFIELD: You know , you had to have a half-dollar size amount o f  blood ju s t to get a blood 
type. N o w -o h , i t 's  so nice now. Now I do n 't have to have blood at all. You know, you drink from  your coffee 
cup. I know how to handle your coffee cup, I got your DNA. You and I shake hands. I know how  to handle it. 
I 'v e  got your D N A . As long as I know  how to do my part, collecting and the packaging and storing and 
transporting to prevent the cross-contam ination, 1 got you. I got you.

BRADLEY: Barfield says another beauty o f  DNA is that it never grows old. In that sense, he says, i t 's  a better 
w itness than people, whose memories fade over lime.

(Soundbite o f alarm  sounding; door opening)
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Sgt. BARFIELD: This one is referred to as the archive room , and the only thing that goes into this room are 
cases on appeal, unsolved cases,

BRADLEY: The room  is the size o f a garage and stacked to the ceiling w ith evidence kits from  unsolved murders 
and rapes, five, 10, 15 years old. Barfield points to a rape kit.

Sgt. BARFIELD: Sooner o r later with the data bank, his b lood 's going to show up in that data bank, and w e’ll 
come back fo r him.

BRADLEY: Virginia has, by far, the largest data bank o f all the states, and now it 's  paying o ff not just in
solving crim es, but in preventing them. The reason is the link between property crimes and rape.

U nidentified Woman #2: Negative 131. I need you to start towards 810 Harris Street, southern State, for a 
phone-in alarm showing general burgiar. I'll get you another unit as soon as one clears.

BRADLEY: It 's  only breaking and entering, but Barfield sends a forensic detective to the crim e scene anyway.

(Soundbite o f briefcase being opened)

BRADLEY: The trailer home door has been kicked in. The DVD is m issing. T here 's no broken glass, no 
blood, no fingerprints, no DNA. But Barfield says they always send a forensic detective, because if  the burglar 
had left his D NA , he could easily show up as a rapist.

Sgt. B ARFIELD: A nother thing w e 've  learned is that guys that start out doing burglary, they 're  ju st a thief, 
they 're  just breaking into your nouse to steal your stereo, but lo and behold, your w ife, your daughter, your 
girlfriend happens to be there and they stumble into them and it becom es a crime o f  opportunity and they go, 
'O h , w ell.' What w e 've found is so many o f the burglars are going from burglary, they move up to rape.

BRADLEY: Paul Ferrara says that's hom e out by statistics. Ferrara is the director o f V irg in ia 's D epartm ent o f 
Forensic Science and the man credited with putting V irginia on a scientific fast track. Ferrara says m ore than half 
the rapists they have caught were already in the data bank, not for sexual assault, but for burglary. He says that's 
why V irginia takes the DNA o f all felons. If you d o n 't, he says, you give someone a free rape. But Ferrara says 
there 's a problem . Most states are just beginning to create their own data bank, so all a felon has to do to elude 
detection is leave V irginia.

M r. PA U L FERRARA (D irector, V irginia D epartm ent o f  Forensic Science): Somebody who finds themselves in 
our DNA data bank may be well inclined to take his crim inal activities to some other state, thinking that, 'W ell, 
I ’ve got to get out o f  V irginia because, you know, I ’m forever in that data bank, and I move or do anything and 
Pm  going to get nailed. So I 'll go to a neighboring state o r I 'l l  go out on the W est C oast.'

BRA D LEY : Several states have no data bank at all; many are just getting going. C hristopher A splin, who heads
a national com mission on the future o f D NA , says there are more than a million violent offenders who should be 
in a DNA data bank, but aren 't because o f  cost.

M r. CHRISTO PHER ASPLIN: One example is w e know that we have in excess o f  180,000 rape kits across the 
country which should be DNA tested, and those profiles should be put in the database but have not. Essentially 
what you have is a very powerful technology, a very pow erful database that ju st doesn 't have enough data in it.

BRADLEY: Congress passed a bill to gives states S170 m illion, but that money w asn 't included in the budget, so 
V irginia is forging ahead on its own.
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Ms. LISA SHERM YER (Virginia Departm ent o f Forensic Science): W hat y o u 're  seeing right now is you 're
seeing laboratory tables where the examiners are w orking. T hey’re looking at evidence from crim inal cases,
looking for things like blood.

BRADLEY: Lisa Shermver(ph), at the V irginia D epartm ent o f Forensic Science, shows o ff a room y, new
laboratory. She says just getting a useable sample can take a month. It 's  then mathem atically translated into what 
looks like a bar code and entered into the data bank.

Ms. SHERM YER: When you find that needle in a haystack, i t ’s a good day. I t 's  an even better day w hen that
needle hits on a convicted felon in the data bank. Y o u 're  suddenly the one providing investigative inform -fion to 
the police, and tha t's  a really good feeling.

BRADLEY: The com puter searches two sets o f data banks. One has the DNA o f all convicted felons in V irginia. 
The other includes DNA from all unsolved crimes. Just before 4 PM , Shelly Sm ith(ph) positions herse lf in front 
o f the com puter.

Ms. SHELLY SM ITH: When I received the case, the inform ation that I received was that the victim  had been 
drugged by an unknown individual and then raped.

BRADLEY: T here 's no suspect in the case, since the woman never saw the perpetrator, and so the data bank is, 
for now , their only hope.

(Soundbite o f typing)

Ms. SM ITH: W hat is going on?

BRADLEY: Smith enters the inform ation. We w ait for several long seconds. I ask how long this generally 
takes.

Ms. SM ITH : It 's  going to take a while.

Unidentified W oman #3: G enerally...

M s. SM ITH : Oh, my. I got a hit.

BRADLEY: Tire DNA matches the profile o f a convicted felon. It will be double-checked before Smith calls up 
the detective who submitted the D N A . This is really only the beginning o f  the case. Police have to track down 
the man and build a case against him . But all in all, a one-in-a-billion match is a pretty good place to start. 
Barbara Bradley, NPR News, Charlottesville, V irginia.

EDW ARDS: The time is 19 minutes past the hour.

In the next half-hour o f MORNING ED ITIO N , Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee on their partnership on and o ff stage.

M r. OSSIE DAVIS: We were one o f the lucky ones w here the thing that brought us together kept us
log ether-the  profession, being actors.

BOB EDW A RDS, host:

In H aw aii, cross-exam ination is under way in a Navy court o f  inquiry into last m on th 's deadly subm arine crash. 
Lawyers for the officers involved are trying to poke holes in the N avy's investigation. That investigation, which 
was com pleted in only a few days, led to the court o f  inquiry now under way in Pearl H arbor. The accident 
happened when the USS Greeneville struck a Japanese fishing boat while surfacing, killing nine people. N P R 's 
Andy Bowers reports the sub 's com mander and his second in command are questioning the evidence against them.
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Editor's Note: To highlight progress in implementation of STR typing and 
DNA databasing. Profiles in DNA introduces a new feature spotlighting 
work by various slates in the U.S.A. and other countries to solve and 
prosecute crimes through DNA typing. In this issue, we focus on the 
tremendous success that the Commonwealth of Virginia has achieved not 
only in the size of their growing database but also in terms of solving 
several violent crimes and preventing others through "hits" in that state's 
DNA database.

In 1989 the C o m m o n w e a l th  o f  V irg in ia  w a s  the  first s ta te  in the  U .S .  to 
p ass  a  D N A  d a ta b a s in g  law , w h ich  req u ired  o n ly  c e r ta in  sex  a n d  v io le n t  
o f fen d e rs  to p ro v id e  s a m p le s  fo r  inc lu s io n  in a D N A  d a ta b a n k .  In 1990 , the  
law  w as  e x p a n d e d  to in c lu d e  all fe lons. H o w e v e r ,  at tha t  t im e ,  f u n d in g  w a s  
g ra n te d  o n ly  to type  the s a m p le s  that fell u n d e r  the o rig in a l  1 9 P °  s ta tu te .
S ix  y ea rs  la te r  the law  w a s  e x p a n d e d  to  in c lu d e  ju v e n i l e s  o v e r  the  a ge  o f  14 
w h o  w ere  fo u n d  gu il ty  o f  a n y  c r im e  that w o u ld  c o n s t i tu te  a f e lo n y  i f  that 
c r im e  w ere  c o m m it te d  by  an adult.  D N A  typ in g  is p e r fo rm e d  b y  the  
V irg in ia  D iv is io n  o f  F o re n s ic  S c ien ce  (D F S ) ,  w h ich  is a n a t io n a l ly  
a cc re d i ted  fo ren s ic  lab o ra to ry  sy s tem  se rv in g  all s ta te  a nd  local law  
e n fo rc e m e n t  a gen c ies ,  m e d ic a l  e x a m in e rs  and  C o m m o n w e a l th 's  A t to r n e y s  
in V irg in ia  bu t  is not part  o f  a ny  law  e n fo rc e m e n t  a g e n c y .  T o  g e t  an  in s id e  
p e rsp e c t iv e  on  the su c ce ss  o f  V irg in ia 's  p ro g ra m , w e  sp o k e  to  th re e  k ey  
f ig u re s  in th is  s ta te 's  d a ta b a se  im p le m e n ta t io n :  Paul F e r ra ra ,  D i r e c to r  o f  the  
V irg in ia  D F S ;  Je f f re y  B a n ,  F o re n s ic  B io lo g y  S ec t io n  C h ie f ;  a n d  K e v in  
M c E lf re sh ,  V ice  P re s iden t  o f  O p e ra t io n s ,  T h e  B o d e  T e c h n o lo g y  G ro u p .  
B e lo w  are  e x c e rp ts  from  o u r  c o n v e rsa t io n s  w ith  th ese  m en .

P A U L  F E R R A R A ,  D I R E C T O R ,  V I R G I N I A  D I V I S I O N  O F  
F O R E N S I C  S C I E N C E

Pau l F e rra ra  jo in e d  the D F S  l o  y ea rs  a g o  and  has  b e e n  the  D i r e c to r  s in ce  
1985. U n d e r  his leade rsh ip ,  the D N A  ty p in g  and  d a ta b a s in g  p r o g r a m  in the 
C o m m o n w e a l th  o f  V irg in ia  has  g ro w n  to  b e c o m e  the  la rges t  d a ta b a s e  in 
th e  U .S .

Could you provide some history of DNA typing in Virginia?

D r .  F e r r a r a :  T h e  C o m m o n w e a l th  o f  V irg in ia  w a s  the  f irs t s la te  to  p a s s  a

Figure 1. The new Central 
Laboratory of the Virginia 
Division o f Forensic Science is 
located in downtown 
Richmond, Virginia.

The Commonwealth of 
Virginia was the first 
state to pass a DNA 
databasing law in 1989 
because Virginia's 
General Assembly 
recognized that DNA 
databasing would be a 
powerful technology for 
prosecutors and a 
tremendous investigative 
tool.
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D N A  d a ta b a s in g  law  in 1989 b ecau se  V irg in ia 's  G e n e ra l  A s s e m b ly  
r e c o g n iz e d  tha t  D N A  d a ta b a s in g  w ou ld  be a p o w e rfu l  t e c h n o lo g y  fo r  
p ro se c u to rs  and  a t r e m e n d o u s  inv es t ig a tiv e  too l .  O n e  y e a r  la te r  (in  1990) 
they  e x p a n d e d  the law , a n d  sa m p le  c o l lec t io n  b e g a n  in ea rnes t .

In a la n d m a rk  case ,  D N A  tes t ing  led to the c o n v ic t io n  o f  T i m o th y  S p e n c e r  
fo r  r a p in g  a n d  m u rd e r in g  fo u r  w o m e n  d u r in g  a 1 0 -w e e k  p e r io d  in 1987. 
T h e  S p e n c e r  c ase  is n o ta b le  fo r  a n u m b e r  o f  r e a so n s .  S p e n c e r  w a s  the  firs t 
c r im in a l  c o n v ic te d  o f  cap ita l  m u rd e r  on  the b a s is  o f  D N A  e v id e n c e .  P r io r  
to c o m m i t t in g  these  r a p e s  and  m u rd e rs ,  S p e n c e r  h ad  been  c o n v ic te d  o f  an 
e a r l ie r  b u rg la ry  c h a rg e .  H a d  he been  in the d a ta b a s e  f ro m  h is  b u rg la ry  
c h a rg e ,  he w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  iden tif ied  a f te r  the  first rap e  a n d  m u rd e r .  T h u s ,  
h is  a d d i t io n a l  c r im e s  w o u ld  h ave  been  p re v e n te d .  T h e  c a se  g ra p h ic a l ly  
d e m o n s t r a te d  the  e f f ic a c y  o f  D N A  typ in g  te c h n o lo g y .  F u r th e r ,  the  c a se  
e s ta b l ish e d  par t  o f  th e  ra t io n a le  fo r  the G e n e ra l  A s s e m b ly  to  p ass  a 
re so lu t io n  r e q u e s t in g  th a t  the  V irg in ia  S ta te  C r im e  C o m m is s io n  p e r fo rm  a 
s tu d y  to d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  e x p a n s io n  o f  the  d a ta b a s e  to in c lu d e  o th e r  
c o n v ic te d  fe lo n s  (e .g . ,  b u rg la rs )  w o u ld  be a w o r th w h i le  effort .  B a s e d  on the  
rep o r t  o f  the  C o m m is s io n ,  the s ta tu te  w as  e x p a n d e d  to  in c lu d e  all fe lon s  in 
the  d a tab a se .

In the  e a r ly  y ea rs  o f  the  d a t a b a s e - f r o m  1989 to  J u ly  1 9 9 8 - t h e  d a ta b a se  
c o n s is te d  o f  re s tr ic t io n  f ra g m e n t  length  p o ly m o r p h is m  (R F L P )  p ro f i le s .
T h e  first s u c c e s s  o f  the  d a ta b a se  c a m e  in A u g u s t  1993  w ith  less than  1 ,000  
p ro f i le s  in 'h e  d a ta b a se .  A  "co ld  hit" (i.e., w h e n  th e re  is n o  su s p e c t  fo r  a 

7 c r im e ,  but D N A  f ro m  b io lo g ica l  m a teria l  tak en  f ro m  the  c r im e  sc e n e  
m a tc h e s  tha t  o f  a c o n v ic te d  felon  in the d a ta b a se )  w a s  id e n t i f ie d  as  a 
k n o w n  sex o f fe n d e r .  T h i s  c a se  w as  the first d e m o n s t r a t io n  o f  the  p o w e r  o f  
fe lon  d a ta b a s e s  w h e n  th e re  is n o  suspec t  k n o w n  fo r  a g iv en  c r im e .

W h ile  tha t  e a r ly  d a ta b a s e  to p p e d  out w ith  less th a n  15 ,0 0 0  p ro f i le s  and  31 
c o ld  hits  m a d e ,  m o re  th a n  180 ,0 00  sa m p les  w e r e  c o l le c te d  o v e r  tha t  9 -y e a r  
p er iod . In J u ly  1998 f u n d in g  w a s  g ran ted  fo r  u s in g  S T R  ty p in g  fo r  all o f  
the s a m p le s  to  be e n te r e d  in to  the d a tab ase .  A c o n t r a c t  w a s  a r r a n g e d  w ith  
T h e  B o d e  T e c h n o lo g y  G r o u p  to w ork  on  the la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  s a m p le s  
w a i t in g  to be  in c lu d e d  in th e  d a tab ase .  F ro m  J u ly  1 998  to th e  p re s e n t ,  D N A  
ty p in g  u s in g  the  GenePrint® P o w e rP lex ™  1.1 S y s te m  has b een  p e r fo rm e d  
fo r  all s a m p le s  in the  d a tab a se .

How successful has Virginia's database been?
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Dr. Ferrara: T h e  D N A  ty p in g  and  d a ta b a s in g  p ro g ra m  in V irg in ia  has 
b ee n  e x t r e m e ly  successfu l .  W h a t  is t ru ly  r e m a rk a b le  is h o w  m u c h  w as  
a c c o m p li sh e d  in the  first six m o n th s  tha t S T R  typ in g  w a s  p e r f o r m e d .  In the  
l im e  f ro m  Ju ly  1998 to the e nd  o f  the  y ea r ,  3 0 ,0 0 0  p ro f i le s  h ad  b een  
g e n e ra te d ,  a n d  the re  are  o v e r  5 5 ,0 0 0  p ro f i le s  at p resen t .  In the  f irs t  fo u r  
m o n th s  o f  1999, there  have  been  2 hits in Ja n u a ry ,  3 in F e b ru a ry  a n d  7 e a c h  
in bo th  M a rc h  and  A pril.  T h e  c o n tra c to r ,  T h e  B o d e  T e c h n o lo g y  G ro u p ,  is 
a d d in g  to  the  d a tab a se  at a rate  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  8 ,0 0 0  p e r  m o n th .  A bes t  
g u ess ,  b a s e d  upon  the  c u rre n t  ra te  o f  e x p a n s io n  o f  the  d a ta b a s e  a n d  hits 
g e n e ra te d ,  is that there  m a y  be as m a n y  as 100 hits on  the  d a ta b a s e  in 1999. 
T h e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  the d a ta b a s e  p ro v id e s  t re m e n d o u s  s a v in g s  in t e rm s  
o f  p o l ic e  in v e s t ig a t iv e  tim e  a n d  p re v e n t io n  o f  fu tu re  c r im e s .  T h e  sa v in g s  in 
te rm s  o f  l ives  and  in v e s t ig a tiv e  t im e  a re  ines t im ab le .

Have you bee surprised by the results with Virginia's database?

The implementation of the 
database provides 
tremendous savings in 
terms of police 
investigative time and 
prevention of future 
crimes. The savings in 
terms of lives and 
investigative time are 
inestimable.

Dr. Ferrara: In te rm s  o f  the n u m b e r  o f  h its  on the d a ta b a se ,  w e  a re  not 
su rp r ised .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  h its  is s t r ic t ly  a fu nc tion  o f  th e  s ize  o f  the  
d a tab a se .  W h a t  nas  been  f a s c in a t in g  a n d  so m e w h a t  r e m a rk a b le  is that 
g re a te r  th an  s ix ty  p e rc en t  o f  the  h its  f ro m  v io len t  o f f e n d e r  c a s e s  m a tc h  
d a ta b a se  s a m p le s  f ro m  c o n v ic te d  b u rg la rs - -n o t  v io len t  o f fe n d e rs .  T h is  
p o in ts  to the  fact that m a n y  v io len t  o f fe n d e rs  h av e  b ee n  g u il ty  o f  e a r l ie r  
n o n v io le n t  p ro p e r ty  c r im e s .  T h u s ,  a d a ta b a se  that d o e s  n o t  in c lu d e  p ro p e r ty  
c n m e o f f e n d e r s h m i t s i t s m

To what do you attribute the success of the database?
Dr. Ferrara: C lear ly ,  the su c c e ss  o f  the  d a tab a se  res ts  on  tw o  fac to rs :  f irs t,  
th e  s ize  o f  the  c o n v ic ted  fe lon  d a ta b a se ,  and  se co n d ,  c o n c e n t r a t io n  on  D N A  
ty p in g  o f  c r im e  sc e n e  m ateria l  f ro m  c a se s  w h e re  th e re  is no  su s p e c t .  
A l th o u g h  the re  is a ten d en c y  to fo cu s  on  case s  w h e re  the re  a re  su s p e c ts  
g o in g  to trial, w e  m u s t  run b io lo g ic a l  s a m p le s  f ro m  c o ld  c r im e  sc e n e s .  I t 's  a 
p ro b le m a t ic  s i tua tion . T h e  d a ta b a se  h as  g ro w n , but w e  m u s t  r e d o u b le  o u r  
e ffo r ts  to ru n  c r im e  scene  s a m p le s  so o n  a f te r  a c r im e  has  b e e n  c o m m it te d .

T h e re  is a se r io u s  p ro b le m  w e  m u s t  a d d re ss .  T h e  d e m a n d  fo r  D N A  te s t in g  
is o u ts t r ip p in g  the abil i ty  o f  the la b o ra to ry  to p e r fo rm  the  tes ts .  W ith  
a p p ro x im a te ly  2 0 0  cases  rec e iv ed  e v e ry  m o n th , the  b a c k lo g  in c rea se s .
W h ile  the  c r im e  ra te  m ay  be c o n s ta n t  o r  d e c re a s in g ,  the  n u m b e r  o f  s a m p le s  
to  be a n a ly z e d  is inc reas ing .

What explains this increase in the number of samples?

0

Dr. Ferrara: C ases  are  m u c h  m o re  c o m p le x  to f,3y th an  e v e r  b e fo re .  
B e c a u s e  the  S T R  te c h n o lo g y  is so  se n s i t iv e ,  w e  a re  ab le  to p e r f o r m  te s t in g  
on  a m u c h  g re a te r  n u m b e r  o f  s a m p le s  tha t  the e a r l ie r  t e c h n o lo g y  c o u ld  not 
h an d le .  W i th  S T R  a n a ly s is ,  a c a se  e x a m in e r  u su a l ly  n e e d s  to  p r o c e s s  a b o u t  
ten , and  so m e t im e s  as m a n y  as 2 0 -5 0 ,  s a m p le s  p e r  case .

How and when will the capabilities o f  laboratories in the U.S. meet the
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D o g g e d  d e t e c t i v e  w o r k ,  D N A  c r a c k  5 - y e a r - o l d  

k i l l i n g

B y  S h e i l a  T o o m e y  
D a i ly  N e w s  R e p o r t e r
(Published October 31, 2000)

T h e y  fo un d  h e r  b o d y  o n  a  S u n d a y  m o rn in g  f iv e  y ea rs  ago , w e a r in g  a  p u rp le  ta n k  to p  a n d  s i lve r  n e c k la c e ,  
d u m p e d  at the  e d g e  o f  S h ip  C ree k  w h ere  it ru n s  th ro u g h  th e  w a re h o u s e  d is tr ic t  n e a r  Y a k u ta t  S tree t.

T h e y  ide n ti f ie d  h e r  f ro m  h e r  ta t to o s  and  h e r  j a i l  reco rd :  D o r is  A n n  
H a in ta ,  34, a  l o n g t im e  s t re e t  h o o k e r  c a r ry in g  a  d o u b le  load  o f  d ru g  
and  a lc o h o l  a d d ic t io n .  E v e ry b o d y  ca l led  h e r  S u n n y ,  b u t  s o m e o n e  
s t ra n g le d  her.

H o m ic id e  in v e s t ig a to r s  w o r k e d  th e  s l im  le a d s  th e y  h a d  as h a rd  as 
they  c ou ld .  A  w i tn e s s  s a w  a b lu e  v a n  b a c k in g  to  the  e d g e  o f  the 
c re ek  a n d  a m a n  d u m p i n g  s o m e th in g  there . P o l ic e  to o k  p la s te r  c as ts  
o f  tire  t ra ck s  a nd  c ra w le d  a ro u n d  o n  the ir  h a n d s  and  k n e e s  tak in g  
p a in t  s c ra p in g s  f ro m  a  p o s t  and  h o p in g  to p ic k  a  b i t  o f  e v id e n c e  
f ro m  the  m u d d y  g ro u n d .

T hev SDent w e e k s  ta lk in g  to o ros t i tu tes  a n d  the ir  c u s to m e rs .» t * w X 7
c h e c k in g  a lib is  a n d  s to p p in g  b lue  vans . A f t e r  a  w h ile ,  the  
in v e s t ig a t io n  lag g ed .  S h e  w a s  p ro b a b ly  k i l le d  by  s o m e o n e  w h o  
b o u g h t  h e r  s e rv ic e s ,  p o l ic e  f ig u red , s o m e o n e  w i th  no  o th e r  
c o n n e c t io n  to  her ,  th e  to u g h e s t  k in d  o f  h o m ic id e  to so lve .

A n ch o rag e  police de tec tiv e  S co tt 
J e s s e n  traveled  to North C aro lina 

to con fron t E u g en e  Poirier with 
ev id en ce  ag a in s t him in the killing 

of D oris Ann H ainta. Foirier 
even tually  adm itted  strangling  

H ain ta . (Jim L av rakas / 
A n ch o rag e  Daily N ew s)

B u t  A n c h o ra g e  p o l ic e  h a d  an  ace  u p  the ir  s lee v e .  H a in ta  h ad  b ee n  raped  o r  h ad  c o n s e n s u a l  sex  sh o r t ly  
befo re  she  d ied , so  i f  th e  p o l ic e  e v e r  id e n t i f ie d  a  su sp e c t ,  th ey  h ad  a  D N A  sa m p le .

Last  m o n th ,  te c h n ic ia n s  at the s ta te  c r im e  lab  m a tc h e d  the  D N A  to a m a n  in N o r th  C aro l ina .  A n d  on  
M o n d a y  the A n c h o r a g e  d is tr ic t  a t to rn e y  c h a rg e d  E u g e n e  P o ir ie r ,  33 ,  w ith  f ir s t-d eg re e  m u rd e r .  A n  a rre s t  
w a r ra n t  w ith  bail se t  a t  S I  m i l l io n  v/ill be fax ed  so u th  a n d  se rv e d  o n  P o ir ie r  a t the  N a sh  C o r re c t io n a l  
Fac ili ty ,  w h e re  he  is d o in g  22  y e a rs  for a m u r d e r  he c o m m it te d  a f te r  leav ing  A la s k a .

A ss is ta n t  D is tr ic t  A t to r n e y  A d r ie n n e  B a c h m a n  sa id  A la sk a  will s e e k  to e x t rad i te  Po ir ie r  a n d  will try h im  
for  H a in ta 's  d e a th .  C h a r g in g  d o c u m e n ts  f i led  M o n d a y  sa y  he has  c o n fe sse d  to  s t ra n g l in g  h e r  in tire b a c k  
o f  a  b lu e  v a n  he u s e d  in h is  ca rp e t  b u s in ess .

I f  P o ir ie r  is c o n v ic te d  h ere ,  he w ill  be  re tu rn e d  to N o r th  C a ro l in a  to se rv e  o u t  h is  s e n te n c e  the re  then  
re tu rn e d  to d o  his  A l a s k a  t im e ,  B a c h m a n  sa id .

In O k la h o m a ,  w h e re  H a in t a  w as  b o m .  her  s i s t e r  E m m a  H a in ta  w a s  su rp r is ed  to h e a r  that a n y o n e  in
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A n c h o ra g e  siill c a re d  a b o u t  so lv in g  h e r  s is te r 's  s la y in g  a n d  w a s  p le a se d  s o m e o n e 's  b ee n  c h a rg e d  in 
S u n n y 's  dea th .

T h e  fa m ily  o f ten  t r ied  to ta lk  S u n n y  in to  c o m in g  h o m e .  S h e  b e c a m e  a p ro s t i tu te  in  h e r  te e n s  a n d  s e e m e d  
1 ■ u n a b le  to g e t  o u t  o f  the  life, E m m a  H a in ta  sa id .  S h e  c a m e  to A la s k a  in the m id -1 9 8 0 s  to s ta r t  a n e w  life. 

B u t  it  d id n ' t  w o rk .

" S h e  h a d  n o  c o n f id e n c e ."  H a in ta  said. "S h e  d id n ' t  h a v e  th e  d r iv e  to do  a n y th in g  d if fe ren t ."

T h e  fa m ily ,  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  an  e x -p o l ic e  ch ie f ,  d id n ' t  a p p ro v e  o f  h e r  life bu t  th ey  lo v e d  a n d  a c c e p te d  her , 
H a in ta  sa id .

"I a lw a y s  th o u g h t  i t  w o u ld  be  A ID S  th a t  w o u ld  g e t  her.  I w a s  p re p a re d  fo r  that. I k n e w  o n e  d a y  sh e  
w o u ld  be k n o c k in g  at m y  d o o r ."

T h e  H a in ta  case , o ld  a n d  c o ld ,  w a s  so lv e d  b e c a u s e  p o l ic e  o f f ic e rs  s ta t io n e d  at o p p o s i te  s id e s  o f  the  
c o n t in e n t  m a d e  an  e x tra  e ffo r t  and  b e c a u s e  in  M a rc h  the A la s k a  S ta te  S c ien ti f ic  C r im e  D e te c t io n  
L a b o r a to r y  b e g a n  u s in g  D N A  te c h n o lo g y  c a p a b le  o f  m a k in g  p o s i t iv e  ide n ti f ic a t io n s .

T h e  f irs t  b re a k  w as  a  1998 c o m p u te r  m e s s a g e  f ro m  Det. S g t .  Ju l ie  G ib so n  o f  the  Ired e ll  C o u n ty  s h e r i f f s  
o f f ic e ,  a  b l in d  q u e r y  to p o l ic e  d e p a r tm e n ts  in  c i t ie s  w h e re  P o i r ie r  h a d  lived  b e fo re  h e  s h o w e d  up  in 
N o r t h  C a r o l in a  in 1997. A  1 6 -y ea r-o ld  g ir l ,  C h r is ty  R a m b o ,  a  n e ig h b o r  o f  P o ir ie r  a nd  h is  w ife ,  h a d  b e e n  
s t r a n g le d  in A u g u s t  o f  tha t  yea r ,  h e r  b o d y  d u m p e d  b y  the  s id e  o f  a  c o u n t ry  ro ad  a b o u t  f ive  m i le s  f r o m  
th e  t ra i le r  p a r k  w h e re  sh e  a n d  P o ir ie r  b o th  l ived . S h e 'd  b e e n  d o u s e d  w i th  g aso l in e  a n d  s e t  o n  fire.

P o i r ie r  w a s  o n e  o f  s e v r  -al su sp e c ts .  C o u ld  A n c h o r a g e  p o l ic e  c h e c k  h im  o u t?  G ib s o n  a sk ed .

P o ir ie r 's  n a m e  h ad  n o t  su r fac ed  in the H a in ta  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  b u t  w h e n  Sgt.  M ik e  G r im e s ,  th e n  h ea d  o f  
h o m ic id e ,  lo o k e d  a t  h im , b e l ls  rang . H e  o w n e d  a  b lu e  van . H is  u n c ie  h ad  a  b u s in ess  c lo se  to w h e re  
H a in ta 's  b o d y  w a s  fo u n d .

I f  A n c h o r a g e  h ad  n o  su s p e c ts  in H a in ta 's  d e a th ,  I red e ll  C o u n ty  h ad  too  m a n y  in  the  R a m b o  case :  h e r  
b o y f r ie n d ,  a n o th e r  m a n  she  to ld  fr iend  h a d  m a d e  th rea ts ,  a n d  a m a n  she  sa id  had  ra p e d  h e r  a n d  w a s  s e t  to 
te s t i fy  a g a in s t  the  fo l lo w in g  w e e k .  P o i r ie r  a n d  h is  w ife  w e re  c asu a l  f r ie n d s  w i th  R a m b o ,  a n d  h e  h ad  b e e n  
s e e n  ta lk in g  to h e r  in  h is  d r iv e w a y  b e fo re  sh e  d is a p p e a re d .  B u t  h e  w a s n ' t  a t the  to p  o f  the  l is t  un ti l  he  
s ta r te d  a c t in g  " p re t ty  o dd ,"  G iu s o n  sa id .  "H e  p u s h e d  h i m s e l f  in to  the  in v e s t ig a tio n .  W e  h a d  to a lm o s t  
p u s h  h im  a w a y  f ro m  us. H e  j u s t  s ta y e d  in  o u r  face  ... so  w e  p a id  h im  a  lit tle  m o re  a t ten t io n ."

T h e n  P o i r ie r  tu rn e d  u p  o n  a  c o n v e n ie n c e  s to re  s e c u r i ty  v id e o  b u y in g  g a s o l in e  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  a f te r  R a m b o  
d is a p p e a re d ,  less  t h a n  an h o u r  b e fo re  s o m e o n e  sp o t te d  h e r  s t i l l -b u rn in g  body .

H e  e v e n tu a l ly  a d m i t t e d  the k il l in g  bu t  r e fu se d  to g iv e  a n y  d e ta i ls ,  G ib s o n  sa id . H e  w a s  c h a rg e d  w ith  
f i r s t -d e g re e  m u rd e r ,  a  d e a th  p e n a l ty  case .  B u t  q u e s t io n s  w e re  ra ised  a b o u t  the  a d m is s ib i l i ty  o f  the 
c o n fe s s io n ,  a n d  last  O c to b e r  the  d is tr ic t  a t to rn e y  a c c e p te d  a  p le a  to s e c o n d -d e g re e  m u rd e r .  B e c a u s e  he  
h a d  no  p r io r  rec o rd ,  P o i r ie r  g o t  the  m in im u m  m and a to r} '  s e n te n c e ,  2 2  y ea rs  w i th o u t  pa ro le .

W h i le  P o i r ie r  w a s  s t i l l  a w a i t in g  trial, A n c h o ra g e  p o lice  d e te c t iv e  L a rry  A re n d .  w h o  w a s  o r ig in a l ly  in 
c h a rg e  o f  the H a in ta  case ,  a sk ed  Iredell  sh e r if fs  i f  they  c o u ld  s e n d  a s a m p le  o f  P o ir ie r 's  b lo o d  north .
T h e y  c o u ld .

A t  the t im e ,  A la s k a 's  c r im e  lab w as  c e r t i f ie d  o n ly  for s ix -p o in t  D N A  m a tch es .  T h e y  g o t  a  s ix -p o in t  
m a tc h  o n  P o ir ie r ,  B a c h m a n  sa id . B u t  legal id e n ti f ic a t io n  in c r im in a l  cases  req u ire s  13 p o in ts  o f  m a tc h .  It 
c o s t  f ro m  S 1 ,000 to S 2 .0 0 0  to h a v e  the test  d o n e  in a p r iv a te  lab. A n c h o ra g e  p o l ic e  d o n 't  h a v e  the  m o n e y  
to do  th e m  all. sa id  A n c h o r a g e  d e tec t iv e  S c o t t  Je s se n .  w h o  to o k  o v e r  the  c ase  w h e n  A r e n d  re t ired .

P o i r ie r  w a s  in p r is o n ,  no t  a d a n g e r  to o th e r  w o m e n  and th e  tes t  c o u ld  w ait ,  p o l ic e  re a so n e d .
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B y  M a rc h ,  th e  c r im e  lab s t a f f  w a s  t ra ined  a n d  the D N A  o p e r a t io n  a cc red ited .  A n d  it h ad  a  o n e - y e a r  
b a c k lo g  o f  c a se s  in v o lv in g  v io le n t  c r im es .  E a c h  tes t  t ak es  s ix  w e e k s ,  sa id  lab  d ire c to r  G e o rg e  T a f t .  
J e s s e n  p u s h e d .  In  S e p te m b e r ,  th e  H a in ta  re s u l ts  w e re  c e r t i f ie d :  P o ir ie r  w as  a  m a tch .

W ith  w h a t  lo o k e d  l ike  a s o l id  case ,  C h ie f  D u a n e  U d la n d  s e n t  Je s se n  to N o r th  C aro lina .

"G e n e ,  h o w y a  d o in g ? "  J e s s e n  sa id  to P o ir ie r .  " I 'm  f ro m  A n c h o ra g e ."

In an  o f f ic e  a t  the  p r iso n ,  P o i r ie r  d en ied  k n o w in g  H a in ta  o r  e v e n  w h e re  Y a k u ta t  S tree t  w as .  J e s s e n  la id  
the  D N A  re p o r t  o n  a  tab le  in  f ro n t  o f  h im . " T h is  line is s e m e n  f ro m  D oris ,"  he  sa id . "T h is  is y o u r  b lo o d .  
T h e y  m a tc h ."

It to o k  a w h i le ,  b u t  e v e n tu a l ly  P o i r ie r  sa id  h e  k ii led  H a in ta .  H e  p ic k e d  h e r  up  o n  F o u r th  A v e n u e ,  n e a r  the 
o ld  H u b  B a r ,  a c c o r d in g  to the  a c c o u n t  o f  h is  c o n fe s s io n  in th e  c h a rg in g  d o c u m e n t .  A f te r  h a v in g  se x ,  
H a in ta  " sp a z z e d  o u t"  on  h im ,  h e  to ld  Je sse n .  S h e  w a n te d  m o r e  m o n e y  a n d  t r ied  to hit h im  w i th  a  ta c k  
h a m m e r .  H e  to o k  the  h a m m e r  a w a y  f ro m  h er ,  w ra p p e d  a n  e lec tr ic  c o rd  a ro u n d  h e r  n e c k  a n d  s t r a n g le d  
her.

J e s se n  isn 't  f in i sh e d .  P o i r ie r  s p e n t  a  lot o f  t im e  d r iv in g  a ro u n d  the  co u n try .  W i th  tw o  m u rd e rs  k n o w n ,  he 
w o n d e r s ,  w h a t  a re  the  c h a n c e s  o f  m o re  u n s o lv e d  case s  o u t  th e re ?  B o th  v ic t im s  w ere  s t ran g led ,  b o th  w e re  
N a t iv e  A m e r i c a n  -  H a in ta  w a s  K io w a .  T h a t 's  th e  k in d  o f  d e ta i l  the F B I  p u ts  in  a  c o m p u te r .  J e s s e n  h as  
a sk ed  th e m  to  c h e c k  the ir  f iles .

R e p o r te r  S h e i l a  T o o m e v  c a n  be  re a c h e d  at s to o m e v @ a d n .c o m  o r  2 5 7 -4 3 4 1 .

j C lo se  W indow  j
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Related Article
D N A  T e s ts  F ree  T w o  M e n  C o n v ic te d  o f  R a p e  in *83 
(D ec . 4 , 1997)

By CAREY  G O LD B ER G

O S T O N  -- O f  a ll  the n e w  thrills  tha t  D N A  a n a ly s is  o f fe rs  fo ren s ic  
sc ie n tis ts ,  n o th in g  se e m s  to b ea t  w h a t  th e y  call  a  "co ld  h it" :  w h e n  a  
c o m p u te r  d is co v e rs  the  iden ti ty  o f  a k i l le r  o r  rap is t  b y  m a tc h in g  D N A  

f ro m  b lo o d ,  s e m e n  o r  sa l iv a  left  a t a c r im e  sc e n e  w i th  a  D N A  p ro f i le  in a 
d a ta b a se .  A  c r im in a l  is  f in g e red  b y  h is  o w n  g en es .

U n til  n o w ,  co ld  hits h a v e  c o m e  sp o rad ica l ly ,  m a in ly  in sev era l  s ta tes  w h e re  
D N A  fo re n s ic  w o rk  is m o s t  a d v a n c e d ,  to ta l in g  a b o u t  2 0 0  n a t io n w id e .  B u t  
federa l  a n d  s ta te  e x p e r ts  say  th e y  will so on  b e  c ro p p in g  u p  m u c h  m o re  o ften .

In the  last  severa l  w e e k s ,  th ey  say , tw o  D N A  lo g ja m s  h av e  b e e n  b rok en . T h e  
FB I a n d  s ta te  lab o ra to r ie s  h av e  f in a lly  set n e w  tec hn ica l  s ta n d a rd s  fo r  te s t in g  
D N A  s tran d s ,  a l lo w in g  the d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  n a t io n a l  sy s te m  o f  q u ick er ,  
c h e a p e r  te s t in g  to s t e a m  ahead . A n d  the  l inks  o f  tha t  sy s te m  are  s ta r t ing  to be 
h o o k e d  u p .  In  D e c e m b e r ,  e ig h t  s ta tes  in the D N A  v a n g u a rd  b e g a n  u s in g  F B I 
so f tw a re  tha t  le ts  th e m  poo l th e i r  da ta  on  line  fo r  the  firs t  t im e ,  e n a b l in g  th e m  
to  id e n ti fy  c r im in a ls  a c ro ss  th e i r  bo rders .  W i th in  m in u te s ,  th e y  sc o red  th e i r  f irs t  
h it ,  l in k in g  a c o n v ic ted  sex o f fe n d e r  in I l l ino is  to a  1989 rap e  a n d  a t tem p te d  
m u rd e r  in  W isc o n s in ,  the  b u re a u  said.

"ft' s ta r t in g  to g ro w  g eo m etr ic a l ly ,"  sa id  D a v id  C o f fm a n ,  th e  D N A  d a ta b a se  
a o m in is t r a to r  fo r  F lo r id a ,  w h ic h  h as  c ha lk ed  u p  n ea r ly  h a l f  th e  c o u n try 's  hits. 
"F o r  *he f irs t  t im e , D N A  labs a re  lead in g  the  in v e s t ig a to rs  to  the  r igh t  p e rso n ,"  
as o p p o s e d  to tes t in g  the  D N A  o f  k n o w n  su sp e c ts .

T h e  la rg es t  h u rd le  to e s ta b l ish in g  an  A m e r ic a n  D N A  d a ta b a se  l ike  the 
p io n e e r in g  o n e  in B ri ta in ,  w h ic h  ho ld s  h u n d re d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  s a m p le s  and  
has sc o re d  th o u s a n d s  o f  hits , is m o n e y  -- for a d d in g  e q u ip m e n t  and  p e rs o n n e l ,  
g a th e r in g  h u n d re d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  sa m p les ,  a n a ly z in g  and  e n te r in g  them , 
p lo w in g  th ro u g h  c u rre n t  b a c k lo g s  and  c o n v e r t in g  e x is t in g  d a ta b a se s  to n e w  
te c h n o lo g y .  •

"It comes down to a cost-benefit analysis," said Christopher Asplen, an
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a s s is ta n t  U .S . a tto rn ey  w h o  is e x e c u t iv e  d i r e c to r  o f  the  N a t io n a l  C o m m is s io n  
o n  the  F u tu re  o f  D N A  E v id en c e ,  w h ich  A t to rn e y  G e n e ra l  Ja n e t  R e n o  re c e n t ly  
c rea ted . " H o w  m u c h  m o n ey  a re  w e  w i l l in g  to  p u t  in to  the  sy s te m  to red u ce  the  
b a c k lo g  so  tha t  w e  can  use D N A  m o re  q u ic k ly  a n d  m o re  e ffe c t iv e ly  to so lve  
a n d  p re v e n t  c r im es?"

T h e  m o u n t in g  m o m e n tu m  b e h in d  D N A  d a ta b a se s ,  h o w e v e r ,  is a lso  p u sh in g  
fo rw a rd  o b je c t io n s  to D N A  e v id en c e .  L a s t  w e e k  in M a ssa c h u se t t s ,  for e x a m p le ,  
a  j u d g e  h a l ted  the gathering  o f  b lo o d  s a m p le s  f o r  D N A  p ro f i l in g  from  
th o u s a n d s  o f  p r iso n  inm ates , p ro b a t io n e rs  a n d  p a ro le e s  a f te r  severa l  sued  the  
s ta te ,  a rg u in g  tha t  it w as an illegal se a rc h  and  se iz u re  p e r fo rm e d  w ith o u t  p ro p e r  
sa fe g u a rd s .

A l th o u g h  s im i la r  cha llenges  in o th e r  s ta tes  h a v e  fa i led , c iv i l  l ibert ies  q u es t io n s  
c o n t in u e  to c o m e  up  as states m o v e  a he ad ,  in c lu d in g  i s su e s  o f  w h o ,  exac tly ,  
m u s t  s u b m i t  to  testing , and  w h o  can  h a v e  a c c e s s  to the  data .

In th e  a f te rm a th  o f  the  D N A  d e b a c le  a t the  O .J .  S im p s o n  m u rd e r  trial, in w h ic h  
th e  d e fe n se  a cc u sed  the Los A n g e le s  P o l ic e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  c o n ta m in a t in g  D N A  
e v id e n c e ,  c o n c e rn s  a lso  l inger  o v e r  w h e th e r  t h e  p o l ic e  a n d  lab o ra to ry  w o rk e rs  
a re  b e in g  p ro p e r ly  tra ined  to h a n d le  su c h  p o te n t i a l ly  d a m n in g  ev idence .

S til l ,  f in a n c in g  is a  bu rn ing  q u e s t io n  fo r  D N A  o v e r s e e rs  l ike  Dr. Pau l  F e r ra ra  o f  
V i rg in ia 's  D iv is io n  o f  F o ren s ic  S c ie n ce ,  w h o s e  g r o u n d b re a k in g  D N A  p ro g ra m  
h a s  b e e n  g iv e n  a  $ 1 0  m illion  b u d g e t  fo r  th e  n e x t  three  y e a r s  and  w h o  b e l ie v e s  it 
w il l  ta k e  $ 5 0 0  m il l io n  to e s ta b lish  a  fu l l - f le d g e d  n a t io n a l  d a tab a n k .

" W e  still  h a v e  b ac k lo g s  o f  s ix  m o n th s  o r  m o r e  b e fo re  w e  c a n  g e t  to every  case ,"  
F em o ra  sa id . " H o w  m a n y  c r im e s  tha t  w e  to o k  a  y e a r  to  so lv e  c ou ld  haVe b ee n  
so lv e d  in a  w e e k ?  A n d  h o w  m a n y  fu r th e r  o f f e n s e s ,  ra p e s  o r  m u rd e rs ,  w ere  
c o m m i t te d  b y  tha t  ind iv idual  in  the  m e a n t im e ? "

In  F lo r id a ,  C o f fm a n  recalled , a  c o n v ic te d  r a p is t  w a s  j u s t  e ig h t  d ay s  a w ay  f ro m  
b e in g  p a ro le d  in  1995 w hen  h is  D N A  sa m p le  w a s  f in a l ly  en te re d  in to  the 
d a ta b a n k .  It w a s  fou n d  to m a tc h  e v id e n c e  left  a t  the  h o rr i f ic  rape , m u t i la t ic n 
a n d  m u r d e r  o f  a n o th e r  w o m a n  m o re  th an  th re e  y e a r s  earlie r .

T h a t  is the  d if fe ren c e  D N A  d a ta b a n k s  can  m a k e ,  sa id  W a l te r  R o w e ,  a p ro fe s s o r  
o f  fo re n s ic  s c ie n - e s  at G eo rg e  W a s h in g to n  I d i v e r s i t y  w h o  h as  adv ised  the 
fed e ra l  g o v e rn m e n t  on  d isp en s in g  so m e  o f  i . .  $ 2 5  m i l l io n  tha t  C o n g ress  
a l lo t te d  to  D N A  d atabases  in 1994.

A  n a t io n a l  d a tab a se ,  "G od k n o w s ,  m a y  tu rn  o u t  to h a v e  an  e n o rm o u s  im pac t ,"  
R o w e  sa id ,  " i f  y o u  reflec t tha t  rap is ts  ten d  to  b e  r e p e a te rs  a nd  s tu d ies  h av e  
s h o w n  tha t  m o s t  o f  the  v io len t  c r im e  is c o m m i t te d  by  a  v e ry  sm all  n u m b e r  o f  
c r im in a l s .  I f  w e 're  ab le  to ide n ti fy  these  g u y s  a n d  se n d  th e m  aw ay , o r  if, in s tead  
o f  c o n v ic t in g  the  g u y  for one sexu a l  a ssau lt  w e  g e t  h im  fo r  10 and  he  goes 
a w a y  fo r  the  res t  o f  h is  life, th in k  a bo u t  the  im p a c t  that, w ill  hav e  on  the  sa fe ty  
o f  c i t iz e n s ."

I n d e e d ,  n o  o n e ,  n o t  even  tho se  w h o  h av e  c h a l le n g e d  D N A  sa m p le -g a th e r in g  in 
c o u r t ,  d e n y  tha t  the  da tabases  c an  be  h e a v e n - s e n t  c r im e - f ig h t in g  too ls .  A n d  
D N A  c a n  w o rk  on  prisoners '  b e h a l f  as w e ll .  A l r e a d y ,  53 c o n v ic ts  h ave  b een  

' e x o n e r a te d  a f te r  D N A  testm g  w a s  a p p l ie d  to  th e  e v id e n c e  in the ir  cases , sa id
..J  B a n y  C. S c h e c k ,  w h o se  In n o c e n c e  P ro je c t  a t Y e s h iv a  U n iv e rs i ty 's  B e n ja m in

C a r d o z o  S c h o o l  o f  L a w  h elp ed  m a n y  o f  th e m  g a in  f r e e d o m .
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R ather ,  the  m a in  l in ger ing  q u es t io n s  a b o u t  D N A  te s t in g  and  d a ta b a se s  c o n c e rn  
w h o  sh o u ld  h av e  to give  s a m p le s  and h o w  th o se  s a m p le s  are  h and led .

T h e  v e ry  e x is ten c e  o f  a D N A  database  s m a c k s  m o r e  o f  a  B ig  B ro th e r - ish  
a s sa u l t  o n  p r iv a c y  than  the e x is ten c e  o f  the  n a t io n a l  c o m p u te r iz e d  n e tw o rk  o f  
f in g e rp r in ts ,  c ivil l ibe rta r ians  say. T a k in g  b lo o d  is m u c h  m o re  inv a s iv e  th a n  
f in g e rp r in ts ,  th e y  p o in t  out, a n d  D N A  carr ie s  so  m u c h  m o re  in fo rm a t io n  -- 
in fo rm a t io n  su b jec t  to abu se  b y  insu ran ce  c o m p a n ie s  o r  e v e n  g en e t ic is ts  
s e e k in g  the  g en e  fo r  so m e th in g  like p ed o p h il ia .

F u r th e rm o re ,  sa id  B en jam in  K e e h n ,  a B o s to n  p u b l ic  d e fe n d e r  re p re se n t in g  
s o m e  o f  the  in m a te s  w h o  h a v e  cha lle n g e d  the  D N A  c o l le c t io n  here ,  "It's a  v e ry  
d a n g e ro u s  s l ip p e ry  s lope"  to ro u n d  up  th o u s a n d s  o f  c o n v ic ts ,  p ro b a t io n e r s  and  
p a ro le e s ,  as  M a ssa c h u se t ts  w a s  do ing , o n  the a rg u m e n t  th a t  th e y  are  l ik e l ie r  to 
c o m m i t  a c r im e .

" W h y  n o t  ro u n d  u p  p o o r  p eo p le? "  K e e h n  a sked . " P o o r  p e o p le  a re  m o re  l ik e ly  to 
c o m m i t  a  c r im e ,  so  sh o u ldn 't  w e  have  the ir  D N A  o n  f i le?  O f  c o u rse ,  th e re  a re  
b en e f i ts  e v e ry  t im e  y o u  get a  co ld  hit. T h e re  a re  g o in g  to be  d ra m a t ic  su c ce ss  
s to ries .  B u t  w h e re  d o es  it s to p ?  Wiry not tak e  D N A  s a m p le s  a t  b ir th?"

In  S o u th  D a k o ta ,  D N A  s a m p le s  are  tak en  u p o n  arrest ,  l ik e  f in g erp rin ts .
V irg in ia ,  w h ic h  h as  the m o s t  c o m p re h e n s iv e  d a ta b a se  n a t io n w id e ,  w i th  1 60 ,000  
s a m p le s  g a th e re d  th o u g h  o n ly  J 0 ,000  h a v e  b ee n  a n a ly z e d ,  n o w  g a th ers  s a m p le s  
f ro m  all c o n v ic te d  fe lons, a n d  e v e n  so m e  ju v e n i le s .

A n d  tha t ,  F e r ra ra  a rg ued , is the  w a y  to go . M o re  than  h a l f  o f  h is  co ld  h its  f ro m  
the  c r im e  sc e n e s  o f  rapes  a n d  m u rd e rs  c a m e  f ro m  fe lo n s  w h o  h ad  p re v io u s ly  

\ been  c o n v ic te d  o n ly  o f  b rea k in g  and  e n te r in g  o r  b u rg la ry ,  h e  said .

S c h ec k ,  w h o  h e lp e d  defend  O .J .  S im p so n ,  a d v o c a te s  th a t  s ta te s  w r i te  in to  the ir  
D N A  d a ta b a se  law s  that the  d a ta  can  be u sed  by  law  e n fo rc e m e n t  a g e n c ie s  " fo r  
id e n t i f ic a t io n  p u rp o se s  on ly"  to  a vo id  a buses .  M a n y  s ta te s ,  l ik e  M a ssa c h u se t ts ,  
h av e  left the i r  lan g u ag e  m o re  vague .

T w o  s ta tes ,  in  fact, h av e  not e v e n  p asse d  d a ta b a se  law s .  B u t  th e  tw o , V e r m o n t  
and  R h o d e  Is lan d ,  are  e xp e c ted  to f ina lly  j o in  the o th e r  48  th is  leg is la t iv e  
se ss io n .  M a n y  o th e r  s ta tes h a v e  s im p ly  n o t  a l lo ca te d  m u c h  m o n e y  to  th e i r  D N A  
d a ta b a se s ,  so  large  b ac k lo g s  o f  u n a n a ly z e d  s a m p le s  h a v e  d ev e lo p e d .

E v e n  th o s e  th a t  h a v e  kep t  up , h o w e v e r ,  w ill  n o w  h a v e  to  s ta r t  c o n v e r t in g  the ir  
s a m p le s  f ro m  the  o ld  tec h n iq u e ,  k n o w n  as R e s t r ic t io n  F r a g m e n t  L e n g th  
P o ly m o r p h is m ,  to a  n e w  m e th o d ,  Sh o rt  T a n d e m  R e p e a t ,  o r  S T R . T h a t  fas ter ,  
less e x p e n s iv e  m e th o d  look s  at a reas  o f  the  D N A  s t ra n d  that a re  g en e ra l ly  
c o n s id e re d  s o m e th in g  like  " ju n k "  D N A  and  d o  no t  d e te rm in e  an  in d iv id u a l 's  
tra its .

It is a  g ia n t  c o n v e rs io n  task , e x p e r ts  say , b u t  p ro m is e s  a  g re a t  pay o ff .
T e c h n o lo g y  h as  so  ad v a n ce d  f ro m  the  d a y s  w h e n  te s t in g  e a c h  D N A  sa m p le  
took  w e e k s  and  cos t  severa l  h u n d re d  do lla rs ,  th e y  say , th a t  in th e  n ea r  fu ture , 
s a m p le  a n a ly s is  w ill  be la rg e ly  au to m a te d ,  take  o n ly  h o u rs  a nd  e v e n tu a l ly  cos t 
as  l ittle  as  $10 .

, \ T h e  t e c h n o lo g y  h as  a lso  a d v a n c e d  in that it c an  a n a ly z e  fa r  t in ie r  q u an t i t ie s  o f
b io lo g ic a l  e v id e n c e  — even  th e  sa liva  f rom  a c ig a re t te  b u t t  o r  e n v e lo p e  flap  and  
the  s w e a t  f ro m  a h a tb an d ,  sa id  T e rry  L ab er ,  su p e rv i s o r  o f  the  D N A  unit  o f  the  
M in n e s o ta  B u r e a u  o f  C r im in a l  A p p re h e n s io n .
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In  s o m e  w a y s ,  he  sa id , D N A  e v id e n c e  h a s  a l re a d y  su rp a s se d  f in g e rp r in ts  in 
u s e fu ln e s s ,  a n d  M in n e so ta 's  s ta te  c r im e  l a b o ra to ry  n o w  d o e s  D N A  tes t in g  at all 
c r im e  sc en e s ,  in c lud in g  m e re  b u rg la r ie s .

W h e th e r  o r  n o t  it bea ts  f in g e rp rin t in g , D N A  e v id e n c e  is e sp e c ia l ly  v a lu ab le  
b e c a u s e  o f  the  typ e s  o f  c r im e  sc en e s  w h e re  it is u su a l ly  fo u n d ,  sa id  H arlan  
L e v ) ' ,  a  fo rm e r  N e w  Y ork  C ity  p ro s e c u to r  w h o  w ro te  " A n d  the  B lo o d  C ried  
O u t"  ( A v o n  1997) abo u t  the  p o w e r  o f  D N A  e v id en c e .

"T h e y 'r e  m u rd e r  cases  and  se x u a l  v io le n c e  c ases ,"  h e  sa id .  "T h e  k in d s  o f  cases  
w h e r e  p e o p le  care  v e ry  d ra m a t ic a l ly  a b o u t  id e n t i fy in g  the  p e o p le  w h o  
c o m m i t te d  th e m  a n d  ge tt ing  th e m  o f f  th e  s tree t.  A n d  D N A  d a ta b a n k s  m a k e  that 
p o s s ib le ."
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A l a s k a  C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  U n i o n
An Affiliate o f the American Civil Liberties Union 
P. 0. Box 201844, Anchorage, AK 99520-1844 

Phone: (907) 258-0044 Fax: (907) 258-0288 Email: akclu@alaska.net

To: All House members
From: Jennifer Rudinger, Executive Director
Date: Thursday, April 19, 2001

Re: SB 99/HB 143: DNA collection from persons convicted of burglary

The Alaska Civil Liberties Union opposes SB 99/HB 143 and respectfully urges 
this body to put an end to the progressive expansion of DNA collection by the 
government. DNA collected from one person not only reveals personal information 
about that person (much of which has nothing to do with serving the needs of law 
enforcement), out it also reveals very personal information about that person’s blood 
relatives. Unlike fingerprinting, which only reveals information that can be used for 
identification purposes. DNA gives the government control over a great deal of 
personal, private information about anyone related to the sample source. Therefore, 
expansion of the government’s power to collect DNA from its citizens -  even people 
convicted of crimes -  should not be taken lightly. SB 99/HB 143 proposes to invade the 
privacy of innocent relatives, and the government's only justification is that in Alaska, 
there is roughly a 6% chance that burglars might later commit violent crimes in which 
they leave DNA evidence at the crime scene.

To give the House some background, DNA testing and profiling are becoming 
increasingly more common. States across the country and the federal government are 
expanding the scope of their DNA data banks as scientific knowledge about the content 
of this genetic materia! is growing by leaps and bounds.

In October 1998, the FBI opened a national database that brings together the 
DNA records from all 50 states and the federal government into one centralized system, 
known as CODIS (Combined DNA Index System). If this trend is allowed to continue, 
the most intimate and personal information about each individual could routinely 
become a matter of public record, to be used and abused at the state’s discretion.

Initially, these DNA storehouses were created to house information about 
convicted sex offenders exclusively. The argument was that sex offenders were 
especially prone to recidivism, typically left DNA evidence at the crime scene, and 
hence, were important to identify. Whether or not that argument was sufficient, we were 
assured at the time that only convicted sex offenders would be tested, and the 
information gleaned from these tests would be used by law enforcement officials strictly 
for identification purposes.

But it is often the case that information initially collected for one, limited purpose 
is before long used for many other purposes. Slowly and inexorably, the pool of people 
being tested, and the range of uses for the data, has been expanding, raising grave 
concerns for personal privacy. In less than a decade, law enforcement officials across
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t h e  c o u n t r y  h a v e  g o n e  f r o m  a d v o c a t i n g  c o l l e c t io n  o f  D N A  f ro m  o n ly  c o n v i c t e d  s e x  
o f f e n d e r s ,  t o  all v io l e n t  o f f e n d e r s ,  t o  all b u r g l a r s ,  t o  a ll  p e r s o n s  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a n y  c r i m e ,  
to  all j u v e n i l e  o f f e n d e r s .  In m a n y  s t a t e s ,  t h e  D N A  s a m p l e s  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d  e v e n  if a  
c o n v i c t io n  is  o v e r t u r n e d .

L o u i s i a n a  h a s  g o n e  a  s t e p  fu r th e r .  A  n e w  s t a t e  l a w  will c o l l e c t  D N A  d a t a  f r o m  
e v e r y o n e  arrested f o r  a  f e l o n y  c r i m e  -  b e f o r e  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d .  In L o u i s i a n a ,  
t h e  r e c o r d  c a n  b e  k e p t  e v e n  if t h e  p e r s o n  is  f o u n d  i n n o c e n t .  F o r m e r  U .S .  A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l  J a n e t  R e n o  a s k e d  t h e  N a t io n a l  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  t h e  F u t u r e  o f  D N A  E v i d e n c e  to  
lo o k  in to  t h e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  a p p l y i n g  t h i s  c o n c e p t  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  In D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 8 ,  
N e w  Y o r k  C ity  P o l i c e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  H o w a r d  S a f i r  j u m p e d  o n  t h e  b a n d w a g o n ,  
p r o p o s i n g  t h e  s a m e  i d e a .  A n d  N e w  Y o r k 's  M a y o r  R u d y  G iu l ia n i  n o t  o n ly  v o i c e d  h i s  
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  b u t  w e n t  s o  f a r  a s  t o  s a y  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  D N A  s a m p l e s  f r o m  a ll  b a b i e s  at birth, g iv in g  t h e  c i ty  a  g e n e t i c  d a t a b a s e  o f  a ll  i ts  
c i t i z e n s !

T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  D N A  s a m p l e s  a n d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  D N A  d a t a  b a n k s  h a v e  
l e g i t i m a t e  a n d  v ita l  m e d i c a l ,  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  f o r e n s i c  p u r p o s e s .  R e s e a r c h  c a n  l e a d  t o  
t r e a t m e n t s  a n d  e v e n  c u r e s  f o r  m a n y  g e n e t i c  d i s e a s e s .  D N A  c a n  p r o v e  t h a t  a n  
in d iv id u a l  w a s  a t  t h e  s c e n e  o f  a  c r i m e .  It c a n  a l s o  p r o v e  t h e  i n n o c e n c e  o f  a  s u s p e c t ,  
p r e v e n t i n g  t e r r ib l e  m i s c a r r i a g e s  o f  j u s t i c e .  D N A  c a n  e v e n  b e  u s e d  t o  c o r r e c t  w r o n g f u l  
c o n v i c t i o n s  b a s e d  u p o n  a n  e r r o n e o u s  id e n t i f ic a t io n  ( a l t h o u g h  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  
p r o s e c u t o r s  a r e  d e c i d e d l y  l e s s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  t h i s  u s e ) .

B u t  it is  e q u a l l y  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  is  t r e m e n d o u s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a b u s e .  T h e  v a s t  
a m o u n t  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  t o  b e  g l e a n e d  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  l o n g e v i t y  o f  D N A  s a m p l e s ,  a n d  t h e  
e a s e  w i th  w h i c h  D N A  d a t a b a s e s  c a n  b e  s h a r e d  a n d  a c c e s s e d  r a i s e  g r a v e  p r iv a c y ,  
e q u a l i t y  a n d  d u e  p r o c e s s  c o n c e r n s .  T h o u g h  D N A  h a s  b e e n  t o u t e d  a s  a  h i g h - t e c h  
e q u i v a l e n t  t o  f i n g e r p r i n t s ,  t h i s  c o m p a r i s o n  i s  d a n g e r o u s l y  m i s l e a d in g .  W h e r e  
f i n g e r p r i n t s  c a n  b e  u s e d  f o r  i d e n t i f ic a t io n  p u r p o s e s  o n ly ,  D N A  s a m p l e s  c a n  p r o v i d e  
i n s ig h t  in to  a  b r e a t h t a k i n g  w e a l t h  o f  s in g u la r ly  p r i v a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  -  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t  a  
p e r s o n ’s  e th n ic i ty ,  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  f a m ily  h i s to r y  a n d  t h e  l ik e l ih o o d  o f  g e t t in g  s o m e  
4 , 0 0 0  g e n e t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  d i s e a s e s .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t io n  b e l o n g s  t o  e a c h  ind iv id u a l ,  n o t  
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  F u r t h e r ,  g e n e t i c i s t s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  d a t a b a s e  o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  c a n  b e  g l e a n e d  f r o m  D N A  -- s o m e  e v e n  c l a im  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  g e n e t i c  
m a r k e r s  f o r  " c r im in a l  t e n d e n c i e s , "  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e ,  e tc .  T h e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  - -  a n d  t h u s  t h e  d a n g e r s  - -  a r e  e n d l e s s .

T o d a y ,  t h e  g r o w i n g  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  d a t a b a s e s  r a i s e  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  s p e c t e r  o f  
w i d e s p r e a d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  G i v e n  t h e  o v e r - t a r g e t i n g  o f  A l a s k a  N a ’ 'e s ,  A f r ic a n  
A m e r i c a n s ,  L a t i n o s  a n d  o t h e r  m i n o r i t i e s  w i th in  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  n a t i o n w id e ,  
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  will h a v e  t h e  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  p o w e r  t o  t r a c k  m i l l io n s  o f  p e o p l e  o f  c o lo r .

N o w  t h e  s p o n s o r s  o f  S B  9 9 / H B  1 4 3  w a n t  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  to  e x p a n d  D N A  
s a m p l i n g  t o  i n c l u d e  c o n v i c t e d  b u r g l a r s .  It will h e l p  id e n t i f y  m o r e  v io l e n t  c r im in a l s  in t h e  
f u tu r e ,  p r o p o n e n t s  s a y .  C l a i m i n g  t h a t  t h i s  is a  m i n o r  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  
p r e s e n t  s y s t e m ,  p r o p o n e n t s  a s k ,  " W h a t ' s  t h e  h a r m ? "
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B e c a u s e  g e n e t i c  i n f o r m a t io n  p e r t a i n s  n o t  o n ly  t o  t h e  in d iv id u a l  w h o s e  D N A  is 
s a m p l e d ,  b u t  i o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  s h a r e s  in t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  b lo o d  l in e ,  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t s  to  
g e n e t i c  p r i v a c y  p o s e d  b y  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n  e x t e n d  w e l l  b e y o n d  t h e  m i l l io n s  o f  A m e r i c a n s  
w h o s e  s a m p l e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  o n  file. M o r e o v e r ,  t h e r e  is  n o  r e q u i r e m e n t  in S B  9 9 /H B  
1 4 3  o r  in t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  t h a t  t h e  D N A  s a m p l e  f r o m  w h ic h  g e n e t i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  is 
t a k e n  b e  d e s t r o y e d .  It i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  a v a i la b i l i ty  o f  t h e s e  s a m p l e s  ly in g  a r o u n d  t h a t  
s p a r k s  i n g e n i o u s  i d e a s  a b o u t  n e w  w a y s  to  u s e  t h e  in f o r m a t io n  c o n t a i n e d  in t h o s e  
s a m p l e s ,  t h u s  p r o m p t i n g  n e w  l e g i s l a t i o n  a u t h o r i z i n g  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r s  o f  
p e r m i s s i b l e  u s e s  f o r  A l a s k a n  c i t i z e n s ’ D N A . T h i s  a l l o w s  fo r  t h e  f u t u r e  p o s s ib i l i ty  t h a t  all 
o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  in o t h e r  w a y s  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  e v e n  a n t i c i p a t e  t o d a y .

F o r  a  p e r f e c t  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  t h a t  t h e  A C L U  c a l l s  “f u n c t io n  c r e e p , "  
t h e  H o u s e  n e e d s  l o o k  n o  f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o r ig in a l  v e r s i o n  o f  H 3  1 4 3 .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  S B  
9 9  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  in t h e  S e n a t e  ( m a n d a t i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  f ro m  b u r g l a r s  o n ly ) ,  R e p .  
M u r k o w s k i  i n t r o d u c e d  H B  1 4 3  in t h e  H o u s e  a n d  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  s h o u l d  n o t  
s t o p  a t  b u r g l a r s  b u t  s h o u l d  g o  s o  f a r  a s  to  a l l o w  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  t o  demand D N A  
s a m p l e s  f r o m  a n y o n e  r e l a t e d  t o  a  m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  if l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a r t i c u l a t e s  e v e n  a  
r e m o t e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t io n  " m a y  b e n e f i t  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t . ” In o r d e r  t o  a l lo w  
s u c h  g o v e r n m e n t  s e i z u r e  o f  A l a s k a n s ’ D N A , t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  d e m o n s t r a t e  a  m u c h  
t i g h t e r  fit b e t w e e n  e n d s  a n d  m e a n s  t h a n  s i m p l y  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  it “m a y  b e n e f i t  law  
e n f o r c e m e n t . ”

W e  d o  n o t  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  s p o n s o r s  o f  H B  1 4 3  a n d  S B  9 9  h a v e  g o o d  i n t e n t i o n s .  
H o w e v e r ,  o n c e  t h e  g e n i e  is  o u t  o f  t h e  b o t t l e ,  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  it c a n  b e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  c l o s e  
t h e  lid o n  e v e r - e x p a n d i n g  u s e s  f o r  t h i s  t e c h n o l o g y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  u r g e  y o u  to  e x e r c i s e  
t h e  u t m o s t  c a u t i o n  w h e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  i m p l i c a t io n s  o f  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  S t a t e ’s  a b i l i ty  to  
c o l l e c t  D N A  f r o m  i ts  c i t i z e n s .  T h e r e  i s  a  lo n g  a n d  u n f o r t u n a t e  h i s t o r y  o f  d e s p i c a b l e  
b e h a v i o r  b y  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o w a r d  p e o p l e  w h o s e  g e n e t i c  c o m p o s i t i o n  h a s  b e e n  
c o n s i d e r e d  " a b n o r m a l "  u n d e r  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  s o c i e t a l  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  d a y .  W h i le  t h e  FBI 
h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t io n  will b e  u s e d  f o r  l im ite d  f o r e n s i c  p u r p o s e s ,  t h e  h i s to r y  in 
o u r  c o u n t r y  is  t h a t  i n f o r m a t io n  c o m p i l e d  f o r  o n e  p u r p o s e  wil] b e  u s e d  f o r  a n o t h e r .  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  n u m b e r s  w e r e  initially i n t e n d e d  o n ly  fo r  u s e  a s  a n  a id  t r a c k i n g  
s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  p a y m e n t s  b u t  a r e  n o w  a  u n i v e r s a l  id e n t i f ie r .  A n o t h e r  e x a m p l e ,  C e n s u s  
r e c o r d s  c r e a t e d  f o r  g e n e r a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  p u r p o s e s  w e r e  u s e d  t o  r o u n d  u p  i n n o c e n t  
J a p a n e s e  A m e r i c a n s  a n d  p l a c e  t h e m  in i n t e r n m e n t  c a m p s  d u r in g  W o r l d  W a r  II.

Y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s  
e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t io n ,  a n d  t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  c r o s s  p a r t y  
a n d  i d e o l o g i c a l  l i n e s .  T h e  A l a s k a  Civil L ib e r t i e s  U n i o n  f ie ld s  i n q u i r i e s  v ir tu a l ly  e v e r y  
w e e k  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s  d e m a n d  f o r  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t io n  -  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
n u m b e r s ,  C e n s u s  i n f o r m a t io n ,  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k s ,  D N A  a n d  g e n e t i c  i n f o r m a t io n ,  e tc .  
A l m o s t  e v e r y  w e e k ,  A l a s k a n s  v o i c e  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  c a n n o t  b e  t r u s t e d  to  
k e e p  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n f i d e n t i a l  o r  t o  limit i ts  u s e  t o  t h e  initial p u r p o s e  f o r  w h ic h  it is 
g iv e n .  A n d  w e  a g r e e .  Y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  a r e  r igh t .

In c o n c l u s i o n ,  S B  9 9 / H B  1 4 3  d o e s  n o t  “o n l y ” a f f e c t  t h e  p e r s o n  f r o m  w h o m  a  D N A  
s a m p l e  i s  t a k e n  -  it a f f e c t s  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s ,  w h o  a r e  l a w - a b i d i n g  c i t i z e n s  i n n o c e n t  o f  a n y
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c r i m e .  A n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s  p r o p o s e d  ju s t i f i c a t io n  fo r  c o l l e c t in g  D N A  f r o m  b u r g l a r s  j u s t  
d o e s n ’t fly  in A l a s k a .  U n l ik e  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  l i k e s  t o  c i t e ,  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l ic  S a f e t y  h a s  c o n c e d e d  t h a t  in A l a s k a ,  o n ly  6 %  o f  b u r g l a r s  e v e r  g o  
o n  to  c o m m i t  a  v io le n t  c r i m e  -  m e a n i n g  t h a t  9 4 %  d o  not. W e  s h o u l d  n o t  t a k e  D N A  f ro m  
p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  n e v e r  c o m m i t t e d  a  v io l e n t  c r i m e  o n  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  s o m e d a y  6 %  o f  
t h e m  might c o m m i t  a  v io le n t  c r i m e .  If s o ,  w h e r e  will t h i s  e n d ?

P l e a s e  e n d  it h e r e  a n d  n o w .  P l e a s e  d o  n o t  p a s s  S B  9 9  o r  H B  1 4 3  o u t  o f  t h e
H o u s e .


