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SENATE BILL NO. 331 DISTRICT COURT JURISDICTIONAL AMOUNT

"An Act relating to the jurisdiction of distiict courts."
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JUaska j§>tate ̂ mslahm
SENATOR

G E N E  T H E R R I A U L T
Mailing Address:

119 N. Cushman, Suile 101 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99701 

(907) 488-0857 
Fax: (907) 488-4271

S e n a t e

While in session
Stale Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1 182 

(907) 465-4797 
Fax: (907) 465-3884

Senate District O

Senate Bill 331: 

Sponsor:

Sponsor Statement

“An Act relating to the jurisdictionoj' district courts” 

Senator Gene Therriault

S e n a te  Bill 331 a d d re s se s  a n d  c la r i f ie s  the  c u r re n t  s ta tu te  r e la t in g  to  civ il  a w a rd s  in 
d is tr ic t  c o u r t  c a se s .  C u r re n t  s ta tu te  is u n c le a r  r e g a rd in g  the  m o n e ta ry  l im it  in  a  c iv i l  c a se  
w h e re  the re  a re  m u l t ip le  d e fe n d an ts .  A s  a resu lt ,  the  o n ly  w a y  to  g e t  a ro u n d  th is  
u n c e r ta in ty  is i f  p la in t i f f s  file m u l t ip le  su its  in d is tr ic t  c o u r t  to  a l lo w  fo r  an  a w a rd  in 
e x c e s s  o f  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 .  S u c h  a c o u rs e  o f  a c t ion  w o u ld  be  e x p e n s iv e  fo r  the  p la in t i f f  a n d  
g ro s s ly  in e f f ic ie n t  fo r  the  court .

S e n a te  Bill 331 p ro p o se s  to  a d d re ss  th is  p ro b le m  by c le a r ly  s ta t in g  that the  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  l im it 
is p e r  d e fe n d a n t .  T h is  a c t io n  w o u ld  a lso  e n s u re  tha t re s id e n ts  in ce r ta in  ru ra l  se t t in g s  
w o u ld  not be  re q u ire d  to travel to  S u p e r io r  C o u r t  v e n u e s  in u rb an  a re as  j u s t  to g e t  a ccess  
to m o d e ra te  a w a rd  lim its .

Email: S e n a l o r . G e n e . l  ho rr lnu l l@ logls .s la to .ak .us

mailto:horrlnull@logls.slato.ak.us


FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):______________________ Dept. Affected:________________
Title Jurisdiction of District Courts__________________BRU Alaska Court System
______________________________________________________ Component Trial Courts________
Sponsor Senator Therriault__________________________ ____________________________
Requester Senate Judiciary___________________________ Component No. 768

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 1
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB 331

(S) Publish Date: 3/6/02

Expenditures/Revenues___________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below. ____________
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES__________

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) f

FUND SOURCE__________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2003 budget proposal: [

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a  separata page if necessary)
The court system does not anticipate any fiscal impact from the passage of SB 331.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency

Douglas Wooliver
Alaska Court System
Stephanie Cole
Alaska Court System
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