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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
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BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR DONLEY
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* Section  3. A S  2 8 .3 5 .1 4 0  is amended by adding a n ew  subsec tion  to read:
(b )  A  person operating a m oto r v e h ic le 4 )e low  the posted speed lim it at any 

time on  a tw o - lan e  ro adw ay  shall pull the m o to r  veh ic le  o f f  the roadw ay  at the first 
opportun ity  to pu l l o v e r sa fe ly  whenever there are f iv e  o r  m o re  m o to r  vehic les 
immed ia te ly  f o l lo w in g  that m o to r  vehic le . A  pe rson ope ra t ing  a m o to r  vehic le who 
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S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y
ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: House Judiciary Members

FROM: Senator Dave Donley

DATE: April 23, 2002

RE: Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 222 “An Act relating to certain motor 
vehicles that are required to yield to following traffic.”

I support the adoption of the attached Committee Substitute for CSSB 222 (FIN) “An Act 
relating to certain motor vehicles that are required to yield to following traffic” for your 
consideration. This CS work draft removes the condition that a driver is only supposed to 
pull over when they have 100 feet of unobstructed roadway. It still maintains that they are to 
pull over only when it is safe to do so.

If you have any additional questions or comments, please contact Sara Wright of my staff at 
x3892. Thank you.

Attachcmcnts: House Work Draft CS for Senate Bill 222()
Sponsor Statement

DD/sew

C o-C hair: S enate  F inance C om m ittee
Vice-Chair: Senate Judiciary Committee 

Member: Legislative Budget and Audit Com m ittee • Legislative Council

January-May: STATE CAPITOL • JUNEAU, AK • 99801 • (907) 465-3892 • FAX: (907) 465-6595 
June-Decembcr: 716 West Fourth Avenue • Suite 400 • ANCHORAGE, AK • 99501 • (907) 269-0234 • FAX: (907) 269-0238

Email: Senator_Dave_Donley@legis.state.ak.us 
www.akrepublicans.org/Donley.Iitm•www.legis.stale.ak.us/senate/donley/litm
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S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y
A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

SPONSOR STATEM ENT 
COM M ITTEE SUBSTITUTE TO SENATE BILL 222 (FIN)

"AN A C T RELATING TO CERTAIN M O TO R VEHICLES THAT ARE 
REQUIRED TO YIELD TO  FOLLOW ING TRAFFIC."

C om m ittee Substitute to Senate Bill 222 (FIN) will, w ith  the cooperation of the 
D epartm ent of Transportation and Public Facilities, increase the num ber of posted  
signs along som e of Alaska's highways inform ing m otorists of the existing law 
prohibiting a vehicle from delaying traffic. This bill will also increase the fine for 
those in  v iolation of this law from $30 to $200 and will assess two points to the 
violator's d riv e r 's  license.

C urren t A laska regulation prohibits traffic traveling at less than the posted speed 
limit from  delaying five or more vehicles; how ever, m any drivers are not aw are of 
this. It is the in tent of this bill to m ake m otorists m ore conscious of this law an d  to 
lessen som e of the congestion on our highw ays, especially during  the sum m er 
m onths.

The D epartm ent of Transportation and Public Facilities has com m itted to placing 20 
signs on A laskan highw ays with high traffic volum e. The signs will indicate th a t it 
is unlaw ful to delay five or more vehicles and that a violation is punishable by a 
m inim um  fine of $200 and an assessm ent of tw o points on the violator's d river's  
license.

This legislation is a step in the right direction to lessen the traffic congestion 
problem s caused by slow vehicles. It is unfair and dangerous to m otorists that a few 
drivers should  "own" the road and dictate their ow n speed limit.

D D /sew

C o-C hair: S ena te  F inance C om m ittee  
Vice-Chair: Senate Judiciary Comm ittee 

Member: Legislative Budget and Audit Com m ittee • Legislative Council

January-May: STATE CAPITOL • JUNEAU. AK • 99801 • (907) 465-3892 • FAX: (907) 465-6595 
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Lottor to the editor:

SJ'fiWf,.. 1HJT RESPECTFULLY SAFE
1 have lived in  Alaska fo r over ?,0 years and used co trave l rnore than 1 

do these dny«. But, recently during the la st few years I have noticed a very 
disturbing trend. Drivers arc over increasing the ir daring and worse, the ir 
1.13 nuimeJTtt on the road behind the wheel, of a motor vehicle by speeding, passing 
enrol cssly n̂d cutting too close wheil passing. I t  seems many drivers in  their 
impatient zeal to get ahead to where' they are going, h it  the gas pedal with 
dangerous onthan ina®, throwing tho consequences to the four winds and often 
insu lting  other lawful users on the road.

Now, I ww, properly educated In high school to prepare for iny f i r s t  drivers 
licence over 49 yoats ago and during my many relocates took s ix  d ifferen t state 
drivers examinations over these years trave lling  a l l  over the lower 48 and 
Canada. Early on va were taught that not only follow ing the rules of the road 
or outlined in  the compodium of motor vehicle ru les, but that attitude was of 
prime importance when using n public highway.

It seems that many newer vehicles are finding the ir way to the wrecking 
yards now, more than ever be Fore! Thi.fi t e l ls  us something. Car TV ads are trying 
|:o excite the buying public to emulate thp lr dangerous and often unlawful 
behavior lu  order to s e l l  more carp and pick-up trucks. They appeal to die 
arioloMcpnt impulses by demonstrating and talking about the ir products in  th is 
lu'faritntK way, attracting the public to drive the way "they" do on TV! Many 
(5oem to bo taking the "bait"; hence thcraRh of poor drivers who obviously 
don't intend to behave behind the wheel, as they were instructed in  order to got 
the ir f i r s t  Uconne,

Because of the. increase in  speed lim its  from 55 to 65 mph, many drivers 
don't think out the ir  travel plan on the roads by giving enough time to arrive 
at che.fr destination without temptation to push the safety envelope unwisely 
the way that many of them do here In Alaska, Roade are often icy  and snow 
covered and many hidden defects are preuenl on the road because of the weather 
and ru ft 'a ille d  maintenance because of budget sho rtfa lls . I t  seems that added 
to Hi in mix ,Lb the chtcaco recently here from wanner climates who doesn't havo 
enough understanding of the damaging effaces of our typ ica l climate here in  the 
sub-nretlc. to appreciate these often unseen dangers lurking out thare in  front 
o f h1n or liar car or pick-up. Four wheel drive doe6 not muko for a fa ilsa fe  
truck. 11,lack Jce and uneven roadway surfaces and d isto rtion  of auperelevatl' a 
(banking) around curves because of front heaves are not always noticeable to 
ovuii tho boat drivers. Such features can actua lly  change from week to week 
hero in  Alaska, p a rt icu la r ly  during break-up,

Thu only nnfe way to deal with these problemo, including long periods of 
dnvknofcn and daylight ia  to allow more,vhan enough time to reach your destination, 
d lne ip liiu t yourself to obey tho rules you were taught to get your driver license 
and DO NOT try to inatclfTho upper lim it  of cho speed,lim it! Speed lim its  in 
Alaska ate often sot by po lic ie s  of the federal government by engineers who 
nro NOT ajwoys qua lif ied  to declte wlmt ia  safe here in  the sub-arctic and 
beyond, Many of them do not even know what frost heaves, g lac ia tion  and black 
let- are d ll about. . .  .but 1C you have lost control, of y o u r  veh ic le , you don't 
want to oufCcr tho experience of finding out tho hard way!

Even, and especia lly  in  summer, with the very long daylight, beware!
Fuop'lo have been k i l le d  in head-on co llis io n s  at 65 mph, closing and co llid in g  
into each other nt 130 mph! Obviously, fatigue from trying co f:!.c too much it in e ra ry  
and tno long trave llin g  about In planes, cars, tra ins and such; overwhelmed 
Chair tenacity to ntny a le rt and avoid these deadly accidents.

Thovaforo, i t  is  very obvious to u competent, driver, that going slower than
thu por/Cod wpeod lim it  ia  nuccsaary,where conditions do not parmit safe passage 
at tlui pouted apeed. Moreover, some of ua arc carrying heavy loads and fue l to
ouv honie.rt from town. This extra weight reducdfii, stopping distances, so vc MUST

, . . « V l  A  V, *.A  I I » • •
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drive slower.
Should we, the prddent drivers, be. fined nnd ticketed and even be given 

?. in fraction  points as wo nre trave lling  ronds we know well, simply because 
rude, Impatient drivers want special p riv ileges to speed; demanding the open 
road before the ir path?

Whot kind of half-baked leg is la tion  in th is anyway? I t  seems Senator Donley 
is  opening the flood gates to grnnt impulsive and irresponsible drivers the 
free reign to push out a l l  us respectable, law and safety conscious c it izens 
o ff the road cur taxes pny for nnd turn around and auo and fine us in  t r a f f ic  
coiirtn, granting these callous people the satis faction  they crave for in  the ir 
th irfjt |;o got to whore they arc going ahead of everbody else.

I firm ly  believe wc do need to address th is problem, but NOT in  the way 
Senator Dohloy has nppronchod this issue.1 J f Indeed, the Sterling highway 
is  overcrowded; we must then add more lanes to safaly carry the t r a f f ic .  Of 
cnuriio, at f i r s t  glance th is looks too expensive, pa rticu la rly  at a time when 
wo need to consider cutting the state budget. But, there is  a way to get th is  
done competently nnd almost pain lessly. Make such a road n t o l l  road....on ly 
during the summer and on weekends, when t ra f f ic  pours out heavy from Anchorage 
towards the Renoi peninsular. Allow for residents who are over 65 and below 
tho poverty lino  to get travel p riv ilagcs on th is better rood at a roducod or 
Tree rate and anyone else whose travel, on i t  would become a fin an c ia l hardship.

Tho state would as well us trave llers gain a decisive benefit. We would 
nil. save money avoiding expensive law su its  a ris ing  from te rr ib le  accidents, 
fewer people would have accidents nnd everybody would get to the ir destinations 
faster, safer and morn re lia b ly  in spit?, of the. ice, sheets of water running 
across the roadway from melting snowberms, and of course; slower drivers!

Yes, even in  the eyes of impatient drivers and those who are lnte for the ir 
destinations.; THIS would bo a better approach to solving th is  vexing problem. 
What do YOU think? I'loaac contact your representative and senator giving the 
take that you have to th is  a lternative. A t o l l  roud which aims at those who 
cun pay, especia lly  outsiders who expect to pony up for the ir vucntlons in 
fish ing land w il l  also find th is  « benefit and such a modern, high speed, 
unfc highway w il l  a ttract and appeal to everyone, bringing us more eager 
v is ito rs  to our beautifu l homeland and improving ou r economy. The same possib­
i l i t i e s  arc true, for the Parks highway to Denali Park. The cost at f i r s t  
would have to bo fit., ted, but once i t  was done; th is would become a permanent, 
so lid  Income product which would eventually pay-off the construction costs, 
tho management fo r co .lecting  the to lls  and then.genoratc good carning9 to 
pay fo r running state government:. Think of i t !  Act on i t !

R o b e r t ,
from the "bush".



S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y
A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
COM M ITTEE SUBSTITUTE TO SENATE BILL 222 (FIN)

"AN ACT RELATING TO CERTAIN M OTOR VEHICLES TH AT ARE 
REQUIRED TO  YIELD TO FOLLOW ING TRAFFIC."

Com m ittee Substitute to Senate Bill 222 (FIN) will, w ith the cooperation of the 
D epartm ent of T ransportation and Public Facilities, increase the num ber of posted 
signs along som e of Alaska's highw ays inform ing m otorists of the existing law 
prohibiting a vehicle from delaying traffic. This bill will also increase the fine for 
those in violation of this law from $30 to $200 and will assess two points to the 
violator's d river 's  license.

C urrent Alaska regulation prohibits traffic traveling at less than the posted  speed 
limit from  delaying five or m ore vehicles; however, m any drivers are not aw are of 
this. It is the in tent of this bill to m ake m otorists m ore conscious of this law and to 
lessen som e of the congestion on our highways, especially during the sum m er 
months.

The D epartm ent of Transportation and Public Facilities has com m itted to placing 20 
signs on A laskan highw ays w ith the highest traffic volume. The signs will indicate 
that it is unlaw ful to delay five or m ore vehicles and that a violation is punishable by 
a m inim um  fine of $200 and an assessment of two points on a violator's driver's 
license.

This legislation is a step in the right direction to lessen the traffic congestion 
problem s caused by slow vehicles. It is unfair and dangerous to m otorists that a few 
drivers should "own" the road and dictate their ow n speed limit.

D D /sew
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FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number: 1
2002 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N  Bill Version: SB222

(S) Publish Date: 2/19/02

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_____________________ Dept. Affected;_________DOT&PF____________
Title An Act relating to certain motor________________BRU Highways and Aviation____________
____________ vehicles that are required to yield to following traffic Component Central Region Highways and Avialior
Sponsor Donley__________________________________ ________________________________________
Requester Senate Transportation______________________ Component No. 564

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
N ote: A m o u n ts  do  no t include inflation u n le ss  o th erw ise  no ted  below .
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual 30.0
Supplies
Equipment
Lai id & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 30.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | I |

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | I

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 30.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 G,“ /Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 30.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2003 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The department expects to install approximately 20 signs at appropriate highway locations to notify the 
public of the law. Production and installation costs approximately $1500/sign. 20 signs X $1500 = $30.0

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency

Dennis R. Poshard, Assistant to Commissioner________
Commissioner's Office____________________________
Joseph L. Perkins, Commissioner___________________
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

Phone 465-3904
Date/Time 2/11/02 9:51 AM

Date 2/11/2002

(Revised 9/2001 OMB) P a g e  1 o f _ 1 ___



FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
20 0 2  L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):________
Title Require Slow Drivers to Pull Over

Dept. Affected:
'BRU

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date:

CSSB 222(TRA)
3/1/02

Public Safety
AST Detachments

Component AST Detachments
Sponsor
Requester

Senator Donley
Senate Finance Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2325

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I I
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate cf any current year (FY2002) cost:
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill Is includet

POSITIONS

0.0
srnor's FY 2003 budget proposal:f in the Gov

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill will have no fiscal impact for the Department of Public Safety.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency

Lt. Julia Grimes Phone 269-4532
Division of Alaska State Troopers Date/Time 2/25/02 3:04 PM
Commissioner Glenn Godfrey Date 2/25/2002
Department of Public Safety

(Revised 9/2001 OMB) P a g e  1 o f  1



[Fwd: Priblems with SB2221

Subject: [Fwd: Priblems with SB222]
Date: Mon, 08 Apr 2002 13:25:24 -0800

From: Representative Norman Rokeberg <Representative_Norman_Rokeberg@legis.state.ak.us> 
Organization: Alaska State Legislature

To: Heather_Nobrega@legis.state.ak.us

Subject: Priblems with SB222
Date: Mon, 8 Apr 2002 12:30:25 -0800 

From: "Roy Dillard" <rdillard@gci.net>
To: "Berkowitz" <Representative_Ethan_Berkowitz@legis.state.ak.us>, 

"Coghill" <Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>,
"James" <Representative_Jeannette_James@legis.state.ak.us>, 
"Kookesh" <Representative_Albert_Kookesh@legis.slate.ak.us>, 
"Meyer" <Representative_Kevin_Meyer@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Ogan" <Representative_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Rokeberg" <Representative_Norman_Rokeberg@legis.state.ak.us>

Roy Dillard 

3600 Perenosa Bay 

Anchorage, AK 99515 

344-8938 

rdillard@gci.net

My understanding is that SB 222 has been sent to the House Judiciary Committee for review. This bill 
presents numerous safety problems and should not be passed out of committee. Some of the more obvious 
items that should cause concern are:

1. This bill in effect changes the posted speed limit to a minimum instead of a maximum. If the speed 
limit is 65, and I am driving 62 with 5 vehicles behind me, I am required to pull over or face a fine and 
points. If the speed limit is 65, and I am driving 65 with 5 vehicles behind me, I am not required to 
pull over. How fast do you think I am going to drive even if it is safer to drive at the lower speed? It 
says that a slow driver is a driver not going the speed limit. Page 56 of the drivers’ manual says “You 
are not required to drive the maximum speed limit.” This bill encourages speeding. A fine at 15 MPH 
below the posted speed limit would be more reasonable and a lot safer.

2. The statement in the bill “ 100 feet of visible and unobstructed roadway in front of that motor

4/8/2002 4:32 PM
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I Fwd: Priblems with SB222]

veh ic le ”  cou ld  encou rage peop le  to f o l lo w  to c lose . I interpret this statement to mean, i f  there is m ore  
than 100  feet between my veh ic le  and the veh ic le  in f ron t o f  me, I am  requ ired to pu l l  o v e r  ( I f  I am  
dr iv ing  b e low  the speed l im it  with 5  veh ic les f o l low in g ) .  Page 28  o f  the d r iv e rs ’ m anua l says use the 
“ T W O - S E C O N D  R U L E ” . T rave l in g  at 65  M P H ,  the two-second ru le w ou ld  require you  to be at least 
190 feet behind the veh ic le  in f ron t o f  you . T he  statement above is con fus ing  and d o e sn ’ t m ake  any 
sense at a l l .

3. A  person trave ling  5 M P H  ove r  the speed lim it w i l l  get less o f  a f ine than a person go ing  5 M P H  
under the speed l im it . I f  speed is one o f  the main causes o f  accidents, does this m ak e  sense?

4 . T he  fast d r iv e rs  are not satis fied d r iv ing  the speed lim it , they want to d r ive  10 to 15 M P H  o v e r  the 
posted speed. Th is  b i l l  g ives the speeders the right o f  way and te lls s low e r  d r iv e rs  they d o n ’ t be long  on 
A la s k a  roads. W e  are go ing to te ll tourist that we w i l l  f ine them $ 2 0 0  d o l la rs  i f  they c a n ’ t d r iv e  the 
speed lim it on ou r  two lane w ind ing roads.

5. Th is  b i l l takes the courtesy out o f  d r iv ing  and w i l l  increase road rage.

6. T he re  are not a lot o f  g ood  turn outs on A la ska  roads. One o f  the most dangerous times d r iv ing  a 
R V  is pu l l in g  into t ra f f ic  f rom  a turn out. On the Seward  H ighway it is e x t rem e ly  haza rdous . I f  this b i l l  
passes m y w i fe  w o n ’ t be ab le to d r ive  ou r  R V  on the Seward  H ighway , it w i l l  be to o  dangerous . 
Speeders have the right o f  way.
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Letter to the editor:

SLOW, BUT RESPECTFULLY SAFE

I have liv e d  in  Alaska fo r  over 20 years and used to tra ve l ir^re than I 
do these days. But, recen tly  during the la s t  few years I have noticed a very 
d is tu rb ing  trend. D rivers are ever increasing th e ir  daring and worse, th e ir  
i l l  manners on the road behind the wheel o f a motor veh ic le  by speeding, passing 
ca re le ss ly  and cu tting  too close when passing. I t  seems many d rive rs  in  th e ir  
impatient zea l to get ahead to where they are going, h it  the gas pedal with 
dangerous enthusiasm, throwing the consequences to the four winds and often 
in su lt in g  other law fu l users on the road.

Now, I was properly educated in  high school to prepare fo r  my f i r s t  d rive rs  
licen se  over 49 years ago and during my many re locates took s ix  d if fe re n t state 
d rive rs  examinations over these years t ra v e llin g  a l l  over the lower 48 and 
Canada. Early  on we were taught that not only fo llow ing  the ru les  o f the road 
as outlined  in  the compedium of motor veh ic le  ru le s , but that a tt itu d e  was of 
prime importance when using a pub lic  highway.

I t  seems that many newer veh ic les  are find ing  th e ir  way to the wrecking 
yards now, more than ever before I This t e l ls  us something. Car TV ads are try ing  
to exc ite  the buying pub lic  to emulate th e ir  dangerous and often  unlawful 
behavior in  order to s e l l  more cars and pick-up trucks. They appeal to the 
adolesce.nt impulses by demonstrating and ta lk in g  about th e ir  products in  th is  
nefarious way, a ttra c t in g  the pub lic  to d rive  the way "they" do on TV! Many 
seem to be taking the "b a it" ;  hence the rash of poor d rive rs  who obviously 
don 't intend to behave behind the wheel as they were instructed  in  order to get 
th e ir  f i r s t  licen se .

Because of the increase in  speed lim its  from 55 to 65 mph, many d rive rs  
don 't th ink out th e ir  tra ve l plan on the roads by g iv ing  enough time to a rr ive  
at th e ir  destination  without temptation to push the safety envelope unwisely 
the way that many o f them do here in  Alaska. Roads are often ic y  and snow 
covered and many hidden defects are present on the road because of the weather 
and c u r ta il le d  maintenance because of budget s h o r t fa lls .  I t  seems that added 
to th is  mix is  the chicaco recently  here from warmer clim ates who doesn't have 
enough understanding o f the damaging e ffe c ts  o f our ty p ic a l clim ate here in  the 
sub -a rc tic  to appreciate these often unseen dangers lu rk ing  out there in  fron t 
o f h is  or her car or p ick-up. Four wheel drive does not make fo r a fa i ls a fe  
truck. B lack ice  and uneven roadway surfaces and d is to r t io n  o f superelevation 
(banking) around curves because of fro s t heaves are not always noticeab le  to 
even the best d rive rs . Such features can a c tu a lly  change from week to week 
here in  A laska, p a r t ic u la r ly  during break-up.

The only safe way to deal w ith these problems, inc lud ing  long periods of 
darkness and day light is  to a llow  more than enough time to reach your destina tion , 
d is c ip lin e  you rse lf to obey the ru les you were taught to get your d rive r licen se  
and DO NOT try  to match the upper l im it  o f the speed lim it !  Speed lim it s  in  
Alaska are often set by p o lic ie s  o f the fede ra l government by engineers who 
are NOT always q u a lif ie d  to dec ite  what is  safe here in  the sub -a rc tic  and 
beyond. Many o f them do not even know what fro s t  heaves, g la c ia t io n  and b lack 
ic e  are a l l  abou t....bu t i f  you have lo s t  con tro l of your veh ic le , you don't 
want to su ffe r the experience o f fin d ing  out the hard way!

Even, and e sp e c ia lly  in  summer, w ith the very long day ligh t, beware!
People have been k i l le d  in  head-on c o l l is io n s  at 65 mph, c lo s ing  and c o ll id in g  
in to  each other at 130 mph! Obviously, fa tigue from try ing  to f i t  too much it in e ra ry  
and too long t ra v e llin g  about in  planes, cars, tra in s  and such; overwhelmed 
th e ir  tenacity  to stay a le r t  and avoid these deadly accidents.

Therefore, i t  is  very obvious to a competent d r ive r, that going slower than 
the posted speed l im it  is  necessary where conditions do not permit safe passage 
at the posted speed. Moreover, some of us are carry ing heavy loads and fu e l to 
our homes from town. This extra weight reduces: stopping d istances, so we MUST



drive slower.
Should we, the prudent d r iv e rs , be fined and ticke ted  and even be given 2 in fra c t io n  po in ts as we are t ra v e ll in g  roads we know w e ll,  simply because 

rude, im patient d r ive rs  want sp e c ia l p r iv ila g e s  to speed; demanding the open 
road before th e ir  path?

What kind o f half-baked le g is la t io n  is  th is  anyway? I t  seems Senator Donley 
is  opening the flood  gates to grant im pulsive and irre sp on s ib le  d rive rs  the 
free re ign  to push out a l l  us respectab le, law and sa fe ty  conscious c it iz e n s  
o f f  the road our taxes pay fo r  and turn around and sue and f in e  us in  t r a f f ic
courts, granting these ca llo u s  people the s a t is fa c t io n  they crave fo r  in  th e ir
th ir s t  to get to where they are going ahead o f everbody e lse .

I f irm ly  be lieve  we do need to address th is  problem, but NOT in  the way 
Senator Donley has approached th is  issue. I f  indeed, the S te r lin g  highway 
is  overcrowded; we must then add more lanes to sa fe ly  carry the t r a f f ic .  Of 
course, at f i r s t  glance th is  looks too expensive, p a r t ic u la r ly  at a time when 
we need to consider cu tt in g  the state  budget. But, there is  a way to get th is  
done competently and almost p a in le s s ly . Make such a road a t o l l  ro ad ....o n ly  
during the summer and on weekends, when t r a f f ic  pours out heavy from Anchorage 
towards the Kenei pen insu lar. A llow  fo r  res idents who are over 65 and below 
the poverty l in e  to get tra v e l p r iv ila g e s  on th is  better road at a reduced or 
free rate and anyone e lse  whose tra ve l on i t  would become a f in a n c ia l hardship.

The state  would as w e ll as tra v e lle rs  gain a dec is ive  b en e fit . We would
a l l  save money avoiding expensive law su its  a r is in g  from te r r ib le  accidents. 
Fewer people would have accidents and everybody would get to th e ir  destinations 
fa s te r , sa fe r and more r e l ia b ly  in  sp ite  o f the ic e , sheets o f water running 
across the roadway from m elting snowberms, and o f course: slower d rive rs !

Yes, even in  the eyes o f im patient d r ive rs  and those who are la te  fo r th e ir  
destina tions; THIS would be a be tte r approach to so lv ing  th is  vexing problem. 
What do YOU think? Please contact your representative and senator g iv ing  the 
take that you have to th is  a lte rn a t iv e . A t o l l  road which aims at those who 
can pay, e sp e c ia lly  ou ts ide rs who expect to pony up fo r th e ir  vacations in  
f ish in g  land w i l l  a lso  f in d  th is  a bene fit and such a modern, high speed, 
safe highway w i l l  a t tra c t  and appeal to everyone, bring ing us more eager 
v is it o r s  to our b e a u t ifu l homeland and improving our economy. The same possib­
i l i t i e s  are true fo r  the Parks highway to Denali Park. The cost at f i r s t  
would have to be flo a te d , but once i t  was done; th is  would become a permanent, 
s o lid  income producer which would eventua lly  pay-o ff the construction  costs, 
the management fo r c o lle c t in g  the t o l ls  and then generate good earnings to 
pay fo r  running sta te  government. Think o f i t !  Act on i t !
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Robert,
from the "bush".
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