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SENATE BILL NO. 21 FINES BY THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD

"An Act increasing the maximum civil fine that may be imposed by the State Medical Board as a disciplinary
sanction."
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fgﬁl]gge | introduced SB 21 to increase the monetary sanction that the State Medical Board may
in impose on a licensee upon a finding of professional or ethical misconduct. The bill
[anr%%rﬂ k gthSre&sxe)s the maximum penalty from the $10,000 limit that is currently in statute to

ovin

erkBay | feel the austlflcanon for SB 21 is twofold. First, | believe that the maximum sanction of
$10,000 dloes not provide a sufficient monetary deterrent, given the economic status of
Jaje many licensees. Most often, the severity of the penalty is In no manner equivalent to the
damage caused in extreme cases of misConduct. Furttiermore, the $10,000 limit has not
0 Zf(bue been changed since it was first enacted 14 years ago.

UO%FnKWIIage A second reason for SB 21 Is the increasing costs that the board is experiencing in its
e\%{(‘) caseload management of misconduct allegations. It is not unusual for the costs of a
qb%t mute misconduct defermination lo exceed the $10,000 penalty limit. Since the activities of the

omgk board are wholly supported by licensure fees and fines, increased costs of operation usuall
ook translate into license fee increases. SB 21 offers a second way to meet increasing caseloa
UIoSUt costs. It expands the board’s cost recovery ability through inCreased fines. In practice

Fl d then, the financial burden for this regulatory activity may be shifted more from the general
| membership to the wrongdoers themselves.
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“g{Poongg Current[l)y, the hoard has 188 cases;that are open for potential inveszt%ion and adjudication

cFm[EnBay by the Division of Qccupational Licensing. During calenda_r){_ear , 130 new Cases
iplinar

aﬁ%f')olik were opened and 133 closed. This effort resulted in 35 disc actions against medical

1S naa{(ef boardolé%ensees. In fiscal year 2000, the costs of pursuing misconduct charges exceeded
lcrp?asel
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The bill was referred to the Rules Committee.

Bill Root: T" Display Bill Root

BASIS HAS BEEN RE-PROGRAMMED THIS YEAR
TO REPORT PROBLEMS WITH BASIS INQUIRY

Return to Basis Main Menu (22nd Legislature)
Return to Legislature Home Page

|of | 2/28/01 12:00 PM


http://www.lcgis.state.ak.us/basis/gcij....usp?scssir%3e'

70.,y Knowles, Governor

DepartmentofCommunity -
and Economic Development
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P.O. Box 110806, Juneau, AK 99811-0806
Telephone: (907) 465-2534 « Fax: (907) 465-2974 « Text Telephone: (907) 465 5437

Email: license@dced.state.ak.us » Website: www.dced.state.ak.us/occ/

January 19 2001

Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol
Juneau AK 99811

At its meeting of January 18 2001, the Alaska State Medical Board reviewed
Senate Bill 21 which wouldincrease the maximum amount of civil fines that could
be imposed by the board from $10,000 to $25,000. The board voted

unanimously to support this hill.

The board appreciates the consideration of the members oflegislature in this
matter and hopes the bill will receive speedy and favorable action.

Sarah A Isto, VD
Chair
Alaska Slate Medical Board

"Promoting a healthy economy and strong communities"
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