


Representative Eric Croft

H B  4 3 0
S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

Youth Courts in Alaska have matured from pilot programs that 
experim ented with new and innovative ways o f rehabilitating juvenile 
offenders, into stable programs that aim to rehabilitate minors more 
effectively than the traditional youth justice system. Youth Courts also 
provide the secondary benefit o f giving young people leadership experience 
and training. The funding sources that many Youth Court Programs rely on 
have not matured with the Youth Court concept leaving these beneficial 
programs reliant on finding supplemental funding from one-time sources 
every year.

To meet this need, HB 430 establishes a $10 surcharge on misdemeanors, 
non-traffic violations, and other infractions and a Juvenile Justice Grant 
Fund to distribute the revenues from the surcharge to Youth Courts and 
other youth justice programs. These grants require a 100% match to insure 
that Youth Court Programs will continue to raise funding from  local and 
private sources.

HB430 would provide a secure and stable source o f funding for one o f the 
most innovative and successful criminal justice programs in the state. I ask 
for yo'u- support o f this bill
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Representative Eric Croft

Subject: Sectional Summary of House Bill 430, related to a Surcharge
on Fines for Misdemeanors and Authorizing Disposition of 
Receipts to Create a Juvenile Justice G ran t Fund for the 
Operation of Youth Courts (W ork O rder No. 22-LS132\F)

This bill would create a juvenile justice grant fund from surcharges on fines, to be u^ed as
a funding source for the operation of youth courts.

Section 1. Amends AS 12.25.195(c) by adding another surcharge requirement to AS
12.55.039 and 12.55.041.

Section 2. Amends AS 12.25.200(b) to state that citations must indicate the amount of
each surcharge applicable to the offense.

Section 3. Amends AS 12.55 by adding a new section to say that defendants found guilty
of misdemeanors, non-traffic violations, or infractions shall be 
assessed a surcharge of $ 10.

Section 4. Amends AS 28.05.151(c) to reflect the allowance of multiple surcharges.

Section 5. Amends AS 29.25.074(a) to reflect the allowance of multiple surcharges.

Section 6. Amends AS 44.47 by adding a new section creating within the Department of
Community and Economic Development a juvenile justice grant 
fund, to be used by the department for grants to non-profits to 
defray the costs of operation of youth courts.

Section 7. Establishes that Section 8 of this act will be repealed on June 30, 2003, or the
date when the Alaska Court System has the electronic capability to 
separately track and account for money collected under the terms 
of Section 3 of this act.

Section 8. Amends the uncodified law of the State of Alaska by adding a new section
directing the Alaska Court System to deposit to the general fond 
money collected under the terms of Section 3 of this act, and to 
provide reports.
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revis ion D a le /T im e (N o le if co rrec tion ):_________
T itle S u rcha rge on F ines /Juv . Jus tice

Dept. A ffec ted :
'B R U

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date.

HB /130
2 /1 5 /02

A laska C o u il S ys tem
C om ponen t T ria l C ou rts

Sponso r
Requeste r

R ep resen ta tive C ro ft
H ouse Jud ic ia ry

Expenditures/Revenues
C om ponen t No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)
768

Note: Am oun ts do not inc lude in fla tion un less o the rw ise noted below .
O PERAT ING  EXPEND ITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Persona l Se rv ices
T rave l
C on tra c tua l
S upp lies
E qu ipm en t
Land & S truc tu res
G ran ts & C la im s
M isce llaneous

T O TA L O PERAT ING 0.0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0

C AP IT A L EXPEND ITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (T housands o f D o lla rs )
1002 Federa l Rece ip ts
1003 GF M atch
1004 GF

1005 G F /P ro g ram  Rece ip ts 
1037 G F /M en ta l Health
O the r (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

T O TA L 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0

0.0E s t im a te  o f a n y c u r re n t ye a r (FY 2002 ) c o s t :
C h e c k th is  b o x (X ) if fu n d in g  fo r th is  b il l is in c lu d e d  in th e  G o v e rn o r 's  FY 2003 b u d g e t p ro p o s a l:

PO S IT IONS
Fu ll- tim e
P a rt-tim e
T em po ra ry

I

A N A LY S IS : (Attach a separate page if  necessary)
The court system does not anticipate any fiscal impact from the passage of HB 430.

Approved by:



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revis ion Date /T im e (Note if c o rre c t io n ):______________
Title: IMPOSING SURCHARGES o n  c r im in a l  p e n a l t ie s  

CREATINCTADUVENILE JUSTICE GRANT FUND----
AND

Dept. A ffected : 
‘ BRU:

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
( ) Publish Date:

HB 430

Health & Socia l Services
Juvenile Justice

Component: Probation Services
Sponsor:
Requestor:

CROFT
HOUSE (JUD) Component Number: 2134

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Am oun ts do not include inflation unless otherw ise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 J
Persona l Serv ices 
Travel 
Contractua l 
Supplies 
Equ ipment 
Land & S tructu res 
Grants & C la im s 
M isce llaneous

300.0 300.0 30C0 300.0 300.0 300.0

TOTAL OPERATING 300.0 300.0 300.0 300.0 300.0 300.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 0 ) |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands o f Dollars)
1002 Federa l Rece ip ts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF /P rogram Receipts 
1037 GF /M enta l Health
O ther (Specify Type --do not abbrevia te)

300.0 300.0 300.0 300.0 300.0 300.0

TOTAL 300.0 300.0 300.0 300.0 300.0 300.0

Estimate o f any current year (FY2002) cost:

Check th is box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2003 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-tim e
Part-tim e
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Based on estimates from the Alaska Court system and Anchorage Youth Court, the department 
believes a $10 surcharge to misdemeanor and other offenses as specified would generate between 
$300,000 and $500,000 in revenue. If the legislature were to allocate the lower amount, $300,000, the 
department believes this would result in up to 12 grant awards to youth courts.

The department proposes to amend the bill so that the Juvenile Justice Grant Fund would be 
administered by the Division of Juvenile Justice grants unit to maximize coordination of funding for youth 
court programs. The grants unit would administer this new grant program with existing resources and it 
is expected that at this allocation level, there would be a zero fiscal impact to the

Prepared by: 
D ivis ion

Approved by: 
Agency

(Rov 2/7/2001 OMB)

Susan M. Taylor, Administrative Manager IV
Juvenile Justice________________
E lm er A. Lindstrom , Deputy Comm issioner_______
Departm ent o f Health & Socia l Services

Phone 465-1385
Date/Time 03/04/2002

Date 03/06/2002
For distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

P a g e  1 of J___



FISCAL NOTE
ST A T E  O F  A LA SK A
2002 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSIO N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_______
Title "An Act imposing a surcharge...

Sponsor
Requestor

and creating a juvenile justice grant fund.

Dept. Affected:
B̂RU
Component

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

HB 430

Administration
Legal and Advocacy Services 
Public Defender Agency

Representative Croft
(H) JUD Component No. 1631

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Eguipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

* « • * * •

TOTAL OPERATING * * * * * *

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

1— TCHANGE IN REVENUES (

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

• * • • * *

TOTAL * * * * * *

0.0Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost:
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2003 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
See attached.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency

Barbara Brink, Director
Public Defender Agency

Phone (907) 334-4416 
Date/Time 4/1/02 4:26 PM

Jim Duncan, Commissioner Date 4/1/2002
Department of Administration

(Revised 0/2001 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION_____________________________________
This legislation provides for a mandatory surcharge o f $10.00 to be paid by every person convicted o f any 
misdemeanor, infraction, or violation, except a vehicle or trafiic offense under AS 28, a regulation under 
AS 28, or a municipal ordinance under AS 28.01.010. This would be in addition toother applicable 
surcharges already levied under existing statutes.

If a person fails to pay the surcharge, the court can punish him or her through contempt o f court 
proceedings.

This bill will have some impact on the Public Defender Agency. Because contempt of court proceedings 
can result in imprisonment, a person can be appointed an attorney if it appears that he or she will end up in 
jail. Even though this surcharge is modest compared to others, the Public Defender Agency believes that 
some people who are convicted o f these offenses will have difficulty paying this surcharge because o f other 
financial demands. Fines, restitution payments to victims, attorneys fees under Criminal Rule 39, other 
existing surcharges including police training surcharges, fees for substance abuse, anger management, and 
other required programs often take up all the available case indigent offenders and violators have.

Depending on how rigorously this surcharge is enforced, the legislation could have a financial impact on the 
Public Defender Agency. However, this impact is not possible to predict, therefore, an indeterminate fiscal 
note is submitted.

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 430
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
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P.O. Box 210189 
Anchorage, Alaska 99521 

Phone: (907)278-1165 
Toll Free (Alaska Only) 1-877-278-1165 

Fax: (907) 333-7572 
E-mail: uyca@alaska.net 

www.alaskayouthcourt.org

March 16. 2002

The Honorable Eric Croft 
House of Representatives 
Alaska State Capitol Room 400 
Juneau, Alaska 99807-1182

Dear Mr. Croft:

The United Youth Courts of Alaska (UYCA) was incorporated in October 1998 as a non-profit 
corporation and is a resource to Alaskan Communities. The UYCA serves as a centralized 
location to obtain training, technical assistance, and informational materials on how to start and 
maintain a youth court. In addition to providing year round technical assistance to Alaskan 
communities, the UYCA coordinates, schedules, and facilitates teleconference meetings, 
arranges and coordinates annual state youth court conferences, and offers a youth scholarship 
program for state and national training opportunities.

There is a statewide need for addressing juvenile crime and delinquency, it has devastating and 
lasting effects in every community. According to data provided by the Alaska Division of Juvenile 
Justice Office, in Fiscal Year 2001 there were approximately 7,000 delinquency reports, of those, 
11% were referred to Youth Courts, Community Courts or Elder Courts.

Studies indicate, that early intervention can effectively prevent more serious violations from 
occurring in the future. As reported by the Coalition for Juvenile Justice, “prevention saves lives 
and money—for each child prevented from beginning a life of crime, taxpayers save as much as 
$2 million". There is an urgent need for the legislation to provide support to these innovative 
prevention and early intervention programs across Alaska. There are 15 established youth 
courts, 8 emerging youth courts and at least 7 communities interested in developing a youth court 
program. Youth Courts throughout Alaska are growing rapidly and require additional funding 
sources in order ensure sustainability to continue efforts across the state.

As a stakeholder in the sustainability of youth courts statewide, UYCA supports HB 430 in 
locating a reliable funding source for emerging and established youth courts and other informal 
dispositions in which youth actively assist in adjudicating their peers.

Please contact me toll free at 1-877-278-1165 if you have any questions. Additionally, I would 
like to be informed when public testimony is to take place.

Sincerely,

LLf ,11,1 VIIU, ,VT
United Youth Courts of Alaska

mailto:uyca@alaska.net
http://www.alaskayouthcourt.org
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.Submitted by: Assemblymembers Tremaine, Shamberg, 
Taylor, Tesche, Traini, Van Etten, and Sullivan 
Prepared by: Department of Assembly 
For reading: March 5, 2002

A M  ( J  f t  n  A l  A Q I / A
/-u -r-iO rv/n  

ARNO . 2002-76

A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY SUPPORTING HOUSE BILL 
NO. 430, "AN ACT IMPOSING A SURCHARGE ON FINES IMPOSED FOR MISDEMEANORS, 
INFRACTIONS, AND VIOLATIONS AND AUTHORIZING DISPOSITION OF ESTIMATED 
RECEIPTS FROM THAT SURCHARGE; AND CREATING THE JUVENIL E JUSTICE GRANT FUND 
IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE OPERATION OF YOUTH 
COURTS.”

WHEREAC, the average court costs in a traditional State court are about $3,000 per case, 
and each offender residing in McLaughlin Youth Center costs the State approximately $41,000 per 
year; and

WHEREAS, each case that is diverted to the Anchorage Youth Court (AYC) costs 
approximately $650, a number made possible through the utilization of about 30,000 student 
volunteer hours per year; and

WHEREAS, AYC provides swift, appropriate, and meaningful consequences within two 
weeks of referral for crimes committed by juveniles; and

WHEREAS, about 9,879 hours of community work service are served and about $10,720 of 
restitution is paid on a yearly basis by offenders who come through the AYC; and

WHEREAS, the most common charges that AYC accepts are shoplifting, theft, and property 
crimes - crimes that cost owners and consumers money; and

WHEREAS, the sentences given for these crimes include restitution, public service, essays, 
and rehabilitative classes; and

WHEREAS, the AYC accepts approximately 400 cases per year, and maintains a remarkably 
low recidivism rate of about 10%.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Anchorage Assembly resolves:

Section 1: That this body supports and urges passage of House Bill 430 which creates a 
juvenile justice grant fund in order to provide financial assistance for the operation of youth courts.

Section 2: That copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Governor and the Alaska State 
Legislature immediately upon passage and approval.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this day of__________,
2002.

Chair 
ATTEST:

Date:__

Municipal Clerk

EGJ/2Q02/RESOLUTIONS/AR22


