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R e pr esen ta tive  K e v in  M e y e r
HOUSE DISTRICT 19

Sponsor Statement 

HB 214

“An Act relating to a civil action against a person under 21 years o f age who en­
ters premises where alcohol is sold or consumed.”

H B  2 1 4  a l lo w s  b a r  and liq u o r  s to re  ow n e rs , o r  any  a lc o h o l lic e n s e e , to  b r in g  a  c iv i l  s u it  
a g a in s t a m in o r  i f  th ey  a re  c au g h t on  th e ir  lic e n s e d  p rem is e s , o r  a ttem p tin g  to  e n te r  in  
v io la t io n  o f  the la w . T h is  is in  a d d it io n  to  the  crim inal p e n a lty  s ta te  la w  a l lo w s  f o r  m i ­
n o rs  o n  lic e n s e d  p rem is e s . C u r r e n t ly , the  c r im in a l p e n a lty  is  a  C la s s  A  m is d e m e a n o r , 
w h ic h  c a rr ie s  a m a x im u m  fin e  u p  to  $ 5 ,0 0 0  an d  up  to  o n e  y e a r  in  ja : ! .

T h is  le g is la t io n  m ir r o r s  an  o rd in a n c e  p a ssed  in  1 9 9 8  b y  the M u n ic ip a li t y  o f  A n c h o r ­
age . T h e  o rd in a n c e  w as w e ll- s u p p o r te d  b y  the  a lc o h o l in d u s t ry . L o c a l e s ta b lis h m e n ts  
h a v e  b e en  s u c c e s s fu l in u s in g  th e  o rd in a n c e  to  d e te r u n d e ra g e  d r in k in g .

H B  2 1 4  p ro v id e s  an  in c e n t iv e  f o r  ow n e rs  and  em p lo y e e s  w h o  s e ll a lc o h o l ic  b e v e ra g e s  
to  c h e c k  ID s  c a re fu l ly . I f  a m in o r  is  fo u n d  to  be on  the p rem ise s  o r  a t tem p tin g  to  g a in  
a c c e ss , th e  lic e n s e d  o w n e r  can  b r in g  a c iv i l su it ag a in st the m in o r . I f  a ju d g e m e n t  is 
e n te re d  in  f a v o r  o f  the lic e n s e e , p a ym en t o f  c iv i l fin e s  can b e  ta k en  f r o m  the  m in o r ’ s 
P e rm a n e n t  F u n d  D iv id e n d s  ( P F D ) .

In  a d d it io n , H B  2 1 4  re q u ire s  a  lic e n s e e  to  p o s t a n ew  k in d  o f  w a rn in g  s ig n  at e a c h  e n ­
tra n c e  o f  the lic e n s e d  p rem is e s . T h e  s ig n  m u st w a rn  that a p e rs o n  u n d e r  21  y e a rs  o f  
ag e , w h o  en te rs  the  lic e n s e d  p re m is e s , is  in v io la t io n  o f  the la w , and  c o u ld  be  l ia b le  f o r  
d am ag e s  in  the  am ou n t o f  $ 1 ,0 0 0 .

W ith  th e  in c re a s in g  m easu re s  o f  c iv i l  l ia b i l i t y , a d d it io n a l w a rn in g s , a n d  p o s s ib le  g a r ­
n is h m en t o f  a m in o r ’ s P F D ,  w e a re  sen d in g  a p o w e r fu l m essag e  to  y o u n g  p e o p le  u n d e r 
age 2 1  tha t w e a re  n o t g o in g  to  to le ra te  u s in g  fa k e  ID s  and o th e r  c re a t iv e  w a y s  to  get 
a ro u n d  the law . It  a ls o  g iv e s  lic e n s e e s  and  th e ir  em p lo y e e s  m o re  in c e n t iv e  to  s to p  m i­
n o rs  f r o m  g a in in g  access to  a lc o h o l ic  b e v e ra g e s .
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FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_______________________ D^pt. Affected:_________ Revenue
Title: Civil Action Against Minors in Bars______________ BRU: ___________ ABC Board
__________________________________________________________ Component:___________ ABC Board
Sponsor: Representative Meyer_________________________ __________
Requester: House Labor and Commerce___________________Component Number: 100

E x p e n d itu re s/R e v e n u e s ______________________________________________(Thousands o f Dollars)___________

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number:
2001 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  ' Bill Version: HB 214

() Publish Date: _________

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE_____________________   (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2001) cost: 0.0

Check th is box (X) if funding fo r this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2002 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate paqe if necessary)

This legislation would allow alcoholic beverage licensees to bring c. II actions against persons under 21 years of age 
who enter their premises in violation of AS 04.16.049. The legislation specifies a penalty of $1,000, plus reasonable 
attorney costs.

This legislation would have no fiscal impact on the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board.

Prepared by: 
Division

Approved by: 
Agency

(Rov 2/7/2001 OMB)

Doug Griffin, Executive Director Phone 269-0350
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board

Larry Persily, Deputy Commissioner

Date/Time April 9. 2001, 1 p.m. 

Date 04/09/2001
Department of Revenue

For distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
Page 1 o f  1__
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( a )  A  p e rs o n  u n d e r the age  o f  21  y e a rs  m ay  n o t k n o w in g ly  e n te r  o r  rem a in  in  p re m is e s  
lic e n se d  u n d e r  th is  t it le  u n le s s

( 1 )  a c c o m p a n ie d  by  a  p a re n t , g u a rd ia n , o r  s p o u se  w h o  h a s  a tta in ed  th e  age o f  21  y e a rs ;

( 2 )  th e  p e rs o n  is at le a s t 1 6  y e a rs  o f  a g e , th e  p rem is e s  a re  d e s ig n a ted  b y  th e  b o a rd  as a 
re s ta u ran t f o r  the  p u rp o s e s  o f  th is  s e c t io n , and  the p e rs o n  en te rs  a n d  rem a in s  o n ly  f o r  d in in g ; o r

( 3 )  th e  p e rs o n  is u n d e r the  age o f  16  y e a rs , is  a c c om p a n ie d  b y  a p e rs o n  o v e r  th e  age o f  21 
y e a rs , the  p a re n t o r  g u a rd ia n  o f  the u n d e ra g ed  p e rs o n  c o n s e n ts , the  p rem is e s  a re  d e s ig n a te d  b y  
the b o a rd  as a  re s ta u ra n t f o r  the  p u rp o s e s  o f  th is  s e c t io n , and  the  p e rs o n  en te rs  and  re m a in s  o n ly  
f o r  d in in g .

(b )  N o tw ith s ta n d in g  (a )  o f  th is s e c t io n , a  lic e n s e e  o r  an ag en t o r  e m p lo y e e  o f  th e  lic e n s e e  
m ay  re fu s e  e n t ry  to  a p e rs o n  u n d e r the age o f  21  y e a rs  to  that p a rt o f  l ic e n s e d  p re m is e s  in  w h ic h  
a lc o h o lic  b e v e ra g e s  a re  s o ld , s e rv e d , o r  c o n su m ed , m a y  re fu s e  s e rv ic e  to  a p e rs o n  u n d e r  th e  age 
o f  21  y e a rs , o r  m a y  re q u ire  a p e rs o n  u n d e r th e  age o f  2 1  y e a rs  to  le a v e  th e  p o r t io n  o f  th e  lic e n s e d  
p rem ise s  in  w h ic h  a lc o h o lic  b e v e ra g e s  a re  s o ld , s e rv e d , o r  c o n su m ed .

( c )  N o tw ith s ta n d in g  a n y  o th e r  p ro v is io n  in  th is  s e c t io n , a p e rs o n  b e tw een  1 6  and  19  y e a rs  o f  
age m a y  e n te r  an d  rem a in  w ith in  the lic e n se d  p rem is e s  o f  a h o te l, re s ta u ra n t , o r  e a t in g  p la c e  in 
the c o u rs e  o f  e m p lo y m e n t  i f  ( 1 )  the e m p lo y m e n t  d o e s  n o t in v o lv e  the  s e rv in g , m ix in g , d e liv e r in g , 
o r  d is p e n s in g  o f  a lc o h o lic  b e v e ra g e s ; ( 2 )  th e  p e rs o n  has the  w ritte n  c o n se n t o f  a  p a re n t o r  
g u a rd ia n ; a n d  ( 3 )  an e x em p t io n  f r o m  the  p ro h ib it io n  o f  A S  2 3 .1 0 .3 5 5  is  g ra n te d  b y  . le  
D e p a rtm e n t o f  L a b o r  an d  W o r k fo r c e  D e v e lo p m e n t . T h e  b o a rd , w ith  th e  a p p ro v a l o f  the 
g o v e rn in g  b o d y  h a v in g  ju r is d ic t io n  and  at th e  lic en se e 's  re q u e s t , s h a ll d e s ig n a te  w h ic h  p re m is e s  
a re  h o te ls , re s ta u ra n ts , o r  e a t in g  p la c e s  f o r  the  p u rp o s e s  o f  th is  s u b s e c t io n .

( d )  N o tw ith s ta n d in g  an y  o th e r  p ro v is io n  in th is  s e c t io n , a p e rs o n  19 o r  2 0  y e a rs  o f  age  m a y  
be e m p lo y e d  w ith in  the  lic e n s e d  p rem ise s  o f  a h o te l, re s ta u ra n t , o r  e a t in g  p la c e , m a y  e n te r  and  
rem a in  w ith in  th o s e  p rem is e s  f o r  the  p u rp o s e  o f  e m p lo y m e n t , bu t m a y  n o t in  th e  c o u rs e  o f  
e m p lo y m e n t , s e l l ,  s e rv e , d e liv e r , o r  d isp e n se  a lc o h o lic  b e v e ra g e s .
(§  3  ch  131 S L A  1 9 8 0 ; a m  § 1 6 c h 2 8  S L A  1 9 8 1 ; am  §§ 4  - 7  ch 1 0 9  S L A  1 9 8 3 )

R e v is o r ’s  n o t e s . In 1999, "Department of Labor" was changed to "Departm ent of Labor and 
W ork fo rce Deve lopm en t" in subsection (c) in accordance w ith § 90, ch. 58, SLA 1999.

Sec. 04.16.049. Access of persons u n d e r the age of 21 to licensed prem ises.

N O T E S  T O  D E C ISIO N S

C ited  in W ike v. State, 623 P.2d 356 (A laska Ct. App. 1981); M .O .W . v. State, 645 P.2d 1229 (A laska 
Ct. App. 1982).

O 2001 by Tltc Slate of Alaska and Mailhcw Bender & Company. Inc.. u member of ihc LcxivNcxis® Group. All rights reserved
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March 28 ,2001

Representative Kevin Meyer 
Alaska Staie Capitol, Room 110 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Mcycr:

B r o w n  J u g ,  I n c .
ALASKA'S RETAILER OF FINE WINES, SPIRITS. AND BEEP

4140 Old Seward Hwy. 
P.O. BOX 190027 

Anchorage, Alaska 99519-0027 
(907) 563-3815 Ext. 225 

Fax (907) 562-3008 
Home (907) 256-4403 

Cellular 240-1818 
OKice/eoneillftbrownjug.alaska.net 

Hom9/edoncill@Qci.net_
E d  O ’ N e ill
Vice-Chairman

I  am writing i:i support o f HB 214 which allow stores like Brown Jug to bring civil action 
against minors who come on to our property and attempt to buy alcoholic beverages in 
violation o f  the law.

Anchorage passed a similar ordinance in 1998 that seems to be working very well. I  
know our store has seen a reduction in the number o f minors who come in to our stores 
and attempt to use fake IDs in order to buy alcohol. Because we split any judgements 
won 50/50 with our employees, they have a.< added Incentive to catch minors trying to 
buy alcohol,

When a m inor risks paying $1,000.00 to the very store they are trying to foo l -  often a 
judgement against their permanent fund dividend - it dne.\ seem to deter some o f them 
from making that attempt.

T appreciate the opportunity to comment on this legislation and laud your attempts to keep 
youth under the age o f 21 from drinking.

Sincerely,

Mr. L ewcH ShinfK 
Brown Jug Warehouse Store 
4140 Old Seward Highway 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-6053 
907-563-3815 Fax 907-562-3008 o u  ’zUCi ;
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Alaska Restaurant & Beverage Association 
330 E. 4th Avenue, Suite 201 • Anchorage, Alaska 99501 • Phone (907) 929*4242 • Fax (907) 222-2995

April 6 ,2001

Representative Kevin Meyer 
House District 19 
716 W. 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99501-2133

Dear Representative Meyer,

This is to convey our supports of HB 214 which mirrors an Anchorage Municipal 
ordinance that allows any licensed beverage operation to bring a civil suit against 
a minor if they are caught on, or are attempting to enter, their licensed premises 
in violation of the law. Members of the Alaska Restaurant & Beverage 
Association, such as Mike Gordon of Chilkoot Charlies, have indicated to us that 
this ordinance serves as a great deterrence for minors considering entering bars 
and liquor stores. Anchorage establishments that are bringing civil suites against 
minors who violate the lav/, have saen a dramatic decrease in the number of 
these incidents.

The word gets out quickly that there are cash consequences if minors are caught 
using fake ID’s or other creative ways to enter a licensed beverage operation in 
violation of the law, and they elect to stay away altogether. The $1,000 penalty 
also provides additional incentive to employees of licensed beverage operations 
to check ID’s and to identify fake ID’s used by minors.

HB 214 will allow the success of the Anchorage ordinance to work across the 
state. Thanks for your great work in making this possible.

Sincerely,

Karen R. Rogina 
Executive Vice President

MnnbtroJ ilit Muttti Hinpliehn-Alliance


