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TO: CSFIB 210( ), Draft Version "C"

Page 1, line 4, following "murdera":
Insert "felony"

Page 1, line 7, following "murder,":
Insert "felony"

Page 2, line 1:
Delete "AS 11.41.427- 11.41.458"
Insert "AS 11.41.427 - 11.41.438 and 11.41.450 - 11.41.458"
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 210( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSIONBYOffered:Referred:Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES MEYER. Guess, Dyson, Croft, Hudson
A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to sexual assault and sexual abuse of a minor."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1, AS 12.10.010 is amended to read:

Sec. 12.10.010. General time limitations. A prosecution for m urder, sexual 
abuse of a minor, or felonv sexual assault, may be commenced at any time. Except 

as otherwise provided by law, a person may not be prosecuted, tried, or punished for 

an offense other than murder, sexual abuse of a minor, or felonv sexual assault. 
unless the indictment is found or the information or complaint is instituted no later 

than

(1) 10 years after the commission o f a felony offense in violation o f 

AS 11.41.120 - 11.41.370. 11.41.450 - 11.41.530. [AS 11.41.120 - 11.41.530] or in 

violation o f AS 11.46.400; or

(2) five years after the commission o f any other offense.

* Sec. 2. AS 12.10.020(c) is amended to read:

(c) Even if  t. general time limitation has expired, a prosecution under

-1- CSHB 210( )
New Texc Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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AS 11.41.427 - 11.41.458 [AS 11.41.410 - 11.41.458], AS 11.66.110 - 11.66 130, or 
former AS 11.41.430, for an offense committed against a person under the age of 18, 
may be commenced at any time.

* Sec. 3. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 
read:

APPLICABILITY. The extension of the statute of limitations for sexual abuse of a 
minor and felony sexual assault provided in sec. 1 of this Act applies to all offenses occurring

(1) on or after the effective date of this Act; and
(2) to all offenses occurring before the effective date of this Act if the statute 

of limitations applicable to that offense on the day before the effective date of this Act has not 
expired, including any specific time periods for that offense under AS 12.10.020, as that 
section read the day before the effective date nf this Act, and any period when the limitations 
period did not run under AS 12.10.040.

CSHB 210( ) -2-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , K e v i n  M e y e r

HOUSE DISTRICT 19

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

CSHB 210( )

“An Act relating to sexual assault and sexual abuse of a minor.”

House Bill 210 amends existing law by removing the statute of limitations on felony 
sexual assault.

Currently, there are two crimes that do not have a statute of limitations, murder and 
sexual abuse of a minor. HB 210 adds sexual assault to this list of extreme crimes against 
a person. The prosecution of sexual assault should not be limited by time. Sexual assault 
has life long impacts on victims, their families and friends, and our society.

New technology in DNA testing and evidence collection is allowing greater efficiency 
and certainty in proving crimes. New scientific procedures used in evidence collection 
and testing better preserve the purity of evidence. If sexual assault can be proven even 20 
years from the time it occurs, our state laws should protect a victim’s right to justice.

HB 210 provides the opportunity to prosecute a felony sexual assault crime no matter 
how much time has passed.

E m ail: Representotivc_Kevin_Meycr<3>legis.state.ak.us • Toll F ree: (866) 465-4945 
Session: S tate Capitol, Ju n eau , Alaska 99801-1182 • Phone: (907) 165-4945 Fax: (907) 46.v3476 

In te rim : 716 W. 4 th  Ave., #320, Anchorage, A laska 99501-2133 • Phone: (907) 269-0199 Fax (907) 269-0197



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e v i n  M e y e r

H O U S E  D IS T R IC T  19

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

HB 210

Act relating to sexual assault and sexual abuse of a minor.”

House Bill 210 amends existing law by removing the statute of limitation on sexual 
assault.

Currently, there are two crimes that do not have a statute of limitation, murder and sexual 
abuse of a minor. HB 210 adds sexual assault to this list of extreme crimes against a 
person. The prosecution of sexual assault should not be limited by time. Sexual assault 
has life long impacts on victims, their families and friends, and our society.

New technology in DNA testing and evidence collection is allowing greater efficiency 
and certainty in proving crimes. New scientific procedures used in evidence collection 
and testing better preserve the purity of evidence. If sexual assault can be proven even 20 
years from the time it occurs, our state laws should protect a victim’s right to justice.

HB 210 provides the opportunity to prosecute a sexual assault crime no matter how much 
time has passed.

Em ail: Kcprcscntutivc_Kcvin_M cyer@ Icgis.stntc.nk.us • Toll F ree: (8fi(i) ‘165-4945 
Session: S tate Capitol, Ju neau , Alaska 99801-1182 • Phone: (907) 465-4945 Fax: (907) 465-3476 

In te rim : 716 W. 4 th  Avc., #320, Anchorage, A laska 99501-2133 • Phone: (907) 269-0199 Fox (907) 269-0197

mailto:Kcprcscntutivc_Kcvin_Mcyer@Icgis.stntc.nk.us


F IS C A L  N O T E
STATE OF ALASKA
2001 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):________
Title: "An Act relating to sexual assault

and sexual abuse of a minor."

Dept. Affected:
BRU:
Component:_______

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:

() Publish Date:

HB 210

Administration
Legal & Advocacy Svc.
Public Defender Agency

Sponsor:
Requester:

Representative Meyer
(H) Judiciary

Expenditures/Revenues
Component Number: 

(Thousands of Dollars)

1631

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING * * * * * *

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | i l l

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I I

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL * * * * * *

Estimate of any current year (FY2001) cost: 0,0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2002 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill would eliminate the statute of limitations on prosecutions for any degree of sexual assault.

There would be some fiscal impact on the Public Defender Agency if this bill becomes law. Generally speaking, older cases 
present unique difficult'es. They can be much harder to investigate. And often there are issues (such as "recovered memory") in 
which psychological testi- ony is required.

1 herefore, even if there were relatively few cases, the cases that are prosecuted will most likely be expensive to defend. But, it is 
not possible to predict the number of cases that would be brought. Therefore, we are submitting an indeterminate fiscal note.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency

(Rev 2/7/2001 OMB)

Barbara Brink, Director
Public Defender Agency
Jim Duncan. Commissioner

Phone (907) 334-4414 
Date/Time April 9, 2001

Date 4/9/01
Deparment of Administration

For distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
Page 1 o f  1_



Revision Date/Time (Note if correctio     Dept. Affected: Law__________
Title "An Act relating to sexual assault and sexual BRU Criminal Division
abuse of a minor."_________________________________Componen 1st-4th Juoicial District0
Sponsor Representative Meyer__________________________________________________
Requester House Judiciary Committee______________ Component No. 2198-99:2201 ;61;79

F IS C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2001 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB210

() Publish Date: ' ______

Expenditures/Revenues__________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES
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FUND SOURCE _____________   (Thousands of Dollars)
1062 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Tvoe)

total 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2001) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor’s FY 2002 budget pro 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
HB 210 removes the statute of limitations on when the crime of sexual assault against an adult may be prosecuted. 
Under current law, the crime may not be brought for prosecution after ten years have passed. (There is no statute of 
limitations on sexual assault or sexual abuse of a minor.)

The Department of Law expects only a handful of coses to result from passage of this legislation. As a practical matter, 
it Is much more difficult to prosecute a case the older it gets. The department anticipates it can handle any increase in 
caseload with existing resources.

Prepared by: Joan M. Kasson ___________________________  Phone 465-5370
Division Attorney General's Office Date/Time 4/6/01 4:36 PM
Approved by: Bob Meiners for Bruce M. Botelho, Attorney General Date 4/6/01_________
Agency Department of Law

For distribution information, call the Governor’s Leoislative Office 
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F IS C A L  N O T E

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction) _________
Title Statute of Limitation for Sex Crimes

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2001 L E G IS L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

B IL L  NO. HB 2 1 0

Dept. Affected 
BRU _
Component

Alaska Court System
Trial Courts

Representative MeyerSponsor 
Requester House Judiciary

Expenditures/Revenues
Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)
7G8

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2001) cost: 0.0 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The court system does not anticipate any fiscal impact from the passage of HB 210.

Prepared by: Douglas Wooliver r T V ’. . ••• Phone 463-4750
Division Alaska Court System Date/Time 4/06/01 2:30 p in

Appioved by Stephanie Cole ' , — Date
Agency Alaska Court System

For distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
(Hov 8/?000 l)MH) Page 1 of 1



DNA LEGISLATION & NEWS
S m i t h
A i l in g
L a n e

1025 Connecticut Ave. #1012 
Washington, D. C. 20035 

202-258-2301

1102 Broadway Plaza ft 403 
Tacoma, WA 98402 

253-627-1091

A Professional Services Corporation 
Governmental Affairs
Attorneys At Law____________________________________________________________________________________
Tim Schellberg tiins@smithollinglane.com and Lisa Hurst lhurst@smithallinglane.com of Smith Ailing Lane, P.S. provide nationwide 
governmental allair services to Applied Biosystems. As part of the lirm's representation weekly reports are generated which identify 
recent state and (ederal legislation and news articles. Applied Biosystems has authorized Smith Ailing Lane to make these reports 
available to anyone that requests them through this web s;'.e.

The information presented in these reports does not nr .essarily reflect the viewpoints of Applied Biosystems or Smith Ailing Lane,. ’.S.

11. "Legislators push for crime lab changes." The Associated Press State & Local Wire, Februarv 18, 2001. 
Arkansas legislators considering how to ease the load o, state crime lab employees who are often torn 
between the lab and the witness stand - teleconferencing is a possible solution. Also, the new crime lab 
under construction at the University of Arkansas Community College at Hope needs another $200,000 to 
5300,000 to equip the lab and finish construction.

12. "Sloan Man Admits Robberies, Burglaries." The Buffalo News, February 18, 2001.
A New York man has plead guilty to several robberies and burglaries after cooperation between two New 
York local police departments led to the discovery of DNA-linked evidence that linked the man to several 
crimes.

13. "DNA 'Cold Hit' Validated Attack For Victim." The Richmond Times Dispatch, February 18, 2001.
Details the story of a "cold hit" that was made through Virginia's DNA database. The inmate wa- jirently 
in prison for another violent crime, when new DNA tests linked him to the unsolved rape from 1981. The 
inmate admitted to the ;rime when confronted. 135,000 of Virginia's 200,000 offender DNA samples 
have been tested.

14. "DNA Ruling Appealed." The Calgary Sun, February 17, 2001.
A Nova Scotia (Canada) prosecute is challenging a judge's refusal to force a convict to submit a DNA 
sample to the country's offender DNA database. The man had plead guilty to assaulting a woman with a 
knife, a baseball bat and a radio cord, threatening the woman and breaching a court order to keep the 
peace. This is the first of two such cases the Crown will be appealing.

15. "Gilmore's Budget Ideas Fail To Move Legislators." The Richmond Times Dispatch, February 17, 2001.
In order to pay for a phase-out of the state car-tax, the Virginia Governor's proposed budget includes a 
reduction in DNA testing at the forensic laboratory by $300,000.

16. "Legislative Roundup." The Santa Fe New Mexican, February 17, 2001.
The New Mexico Senate has unanimously approved a measure to allow inmates greater access to post 
conviction DNA testing. Requests for testing must be made by July 1, 2002.

17. "Police may test DNA without suspect's consent in hunt for terrorists." AP Worldstream, February 16,
2 0 0 1 .
Key government advisers in Greece have ruled that police do not need a suspect’s consent to test DNA in 
cases of serious crime. But the government's Data Protection Authority said such testing should be 
allowed only if new legislation is enacted to prevent the abuses and to specify which crimes are 
considered "serious."

18. "Senate passes bill to take DNA samples from violent felons." The Associated Press State & Local Wire, 
February 16, 2001.
A bill to take DNA samples from violent felonies has passed the Kentucky Senate unanimously. The 
Corrections Department estimates the cost at about $48,000 per year. The bill was originally drafted to 
require DNA samples from all felons, but was narrowed to violent felons to minimize the expense.
Senators also delayed the start of sampling until July 2002 unless federal funds are obtained earlier.

DNA Legislation & News Submitted by Smith Ailing Lane, P. S. 
Sponsored by Applied Biosystems
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[Fwd: DNA Database Links Salinas Man to 1981 Murder]
Subject: (Fwd: DNA Database Links Salinas Man to 1981 Murder] 

Date: Fri. 26 Jan 2001 06:56:00 -0900 
From: Delbert Smith <delbert_smith@dps.state.ak.us> 

Organization: Department of Public Safety
To: Royce Weller <royce_weller@dps.state.ak.us>

R o y c e ,
F o r  DNA f i l e  a n d  u s e  d u r i n g  s e s s i o n .

D e l  S m i t h
D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  
9 0 7-4 65-4322  
9 0 7 -4 65- 436 2  ( f a x )  
d e l b e r t _ s m i t h 0 a p s . s t a t e . a k . u s  
E - p a g e  1 6 1 1 @ p a g e r . s t a t e . a k . u s

Subject: DNA Database Links Salinas Man to 1981 Murder 
Date: Thu, 25 Jan 2001 11:12:06 -0900 

From: Chris Stockard <christopher_stockard@dps.state.ak.us> 
Reply-To: christopher_stockard(a!pssun02x.dps.state.ak.us 

Organization: Department of Public Safety
To: George M Taft JR <george_taft@dps.state.ak.us>,

Delbert W Smith <delbert_smith@dps.state.ak.us>, 
Kenneth E 3ischoff <kenneth_bischoff@dps.state.ak.us>

"DNA D a t a b a s e  L i n k s  S a l i n a s  Man  t o  1981 M u r d e r "
K P IX  O n l i n e  (0 1 /2 3 /0 1 )

T h e  2 0 - y e a r - o l d  k i d n a p p i n g / r a p e / m u r d e r  c a s e  o f  S y l v i a  E d g r e n  
i n  M o n t e r e y ,  C a l i f . ,  h a s  b e e n  s o l v e d  t h a n k s  t o  a  s t a t e  DNA 
d a t a b a s e .  T h e  s t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  J u s t i c e  m a d e  a  d i r e c t  m a t c h  
c f  DNA a t  t h e  s c e n e  w i t h  DNA o f  S a l i n a s  r e s i d e n t  M i c h a e l  
A d a m s ,  w h i c h  i s  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  C o n v i c t e d  F e l o n  
D a t a b a s e .  H i s  DNA w a s  i n c l u d e d  i n  r e c o r d s  b e c a u s e  o f  a n  
a s s a u l t  c r i m e  h e  c o m m i t t e d  14 y e a r s  a g o .  I n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  t a k e n  DNA s a m p l e s  f r o m  a l l  c o n v i c t e d  v i o l e n t  
o f f e n d e r s  f o r  y e a r s ,  t h o u g h  t h e  d a t a b a s e  h a s  o n l y  b e e n  u p  a n d  
r u n n i n g  s i n c e  1 9 9 4 .  F u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t  t o o k  t i m e ,  a n d  
c u r r e n t l y  o n l y  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s a m p l e s  a r e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
d a t a b a s e .  A d i r e c t  m a t c h  o r  " c o l d  h i t "  ,c a n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h e l p  
a u t h o r i t i e s  b u i l d  a  c a s e  a g a i n s t  a n  o f f e n d e r .

Del Smith <delbert smith@dps.state.ak.us>

1 of 2 1/26/01 7:27 A M
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Morning Edition
March 8. 2001 Page 1

BOB ED W A RD S , hosi:

This is M O RN IN G  E D IT IO N  from  N PR  News. I'm  Bob Edwards.

DNA  is best known fo r proving the innocence o f  people who have been w rong ly convicted and getting them out 
o f prison. A quieter, more profound revo lu tion is happening at the crime scene, where investigators are gathering 
evidence in developing their suspects. V irg in ia leads the nation with 140 ,000  crim inal profiles in its DNA  data 
bank. N PR 's Barbara Brad ley repons.

BARBARA  B R A D L E Y  repon ing :

It was her first night back in Charlo ttesv ille . The senior at die University o f  V irgin ia , who asked not to be 
identified, fe ll asleep, but was awakened by someone moving around in her room . She reached out and felt the 
barrel o f  a gun. ’ Where is you r wallet?' the man said.

Unidentified Woman #1: I was so flustered at that point, I had no idea where I'd  put my wallet. I was like, ‘ It's 
either on the f lo o r o f  my bedroom o r in my c a r .’ And he said, 'W e ll, how much do you have in it? ’ and I said, ' I  
on ly  have S 5 .1 And he said, 'W e ll, that's not enough. Y ou 're  going to pay.'

B R A D L E Y : That was when he raped her. He made her take a shower and walked her down to the kitchen, 
where he drank a beer. A ll the time, she was b lind fo lded .

Unidentified Woman # 1 : I saw an outline o f  him . L ike I could tell that he was about 5 '1 0 " , fat,
A frican-American, male, you know , m id-20s. That’s about a ll 1 could te ll. And so I could have never picked 
him out o f  a lineup, ever.

B R A D L E Y : Chariottesville police developed a list o f  about 40  suspects, but quickly ruled them out. A few 
weeks later. Lieutenant Chip Harding, who is the chief o f  investigations, got a phone call from  the V irgin ia 
Department o f  Forensic Science. T ,  • were testing semen from  the g irl's sheets and saliva from  the beer can. 
The DNA  p ro file  matched one in the state data bank.

Lieutenant C H IP  H A R D IN G  (Charlo ttesv ille  Police Department): And 1 can remember getting the call from
forensic scientists in Richmond a n d -it 's  emotional now , even talking about. But dropping the phone and just 
jumping up and down and going, 'O h , my God, I can't believe this. We know who did this to her.'

B R A D L E Y : It turned out that the man had a crim inal record, not tor sexual assault, cut fo r gang-related
violence. But s inc i V irg in ia takes D N A  samples from  every convicted fe lon , his name and Social Security 
number popped up. The man was convicted . This kind o f  result has radically changed the way police w ork in 
Charlottesville , V irg in ia . Sergeant Ralph B a rfie ld (ph ), who heads up forensic investigations, is almost breathless 
with examples. The rapist who b lew  out a candle before attacking his victim . The candle had his saliva. The 
burglar who wore a pair o f  socks on his hands, left no fingerprints, but the discarded socks contained his skin 
cells. They found a bank robber who dropped i s ski mask, and identified a murderer from the sweat in his 
baseball cap. Barfie ld  says it's nothing like  the o ld  lays.

Sergeant RA LPH  B A R F IE L D : You know , you had to have a h a lf-d o lla r size amount o f  blood just to get a b lood 
type. N uw -oh , it's so nice now . N ow  I don't have to have b lood at a ll. You know , you drink from  you r coffee 
cup. I know how to handle your co ffee  cup, 1 got you r D N A . Y ou  and I shake hands. I know ho»v to handle it. 
I've got your D N A . As long as I know how to do my pan , collecting and the packaging and storing and 
transporting to prevent the cross-contam ination , 1 got you. I got you.

B R A D L E Y : Barfie ld  says another beauty o f  D N A  is that it never grows o ld . In that sense he says, it ’ s a better 
witness than people, whose memories fade over time.

(Soundbite o f  alarm  sounding: door opening)
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Sgt. B A R F IE LD : This one is referred to as the archive room , and the on ly thing that goes into this room  are 
cases on appeal, unsolved cases.

B R A D LE Y : The room  is the size o f a garage and stacked to the ceiling with evidence kits from  unsolved murders 
and rapes, five, 10, 15 years o ld . Barfie ld points to a rape kit.

Sgt. B A R F IE LD : Sooner o r later with the data bank, his b lood's going to show up in that data bank, and we'll
come back fo r him.

B R A D LE Y : V irg in ia has, by far, the largest data bank o f  a ll the stares, and now it's paying o f f  not ju st in 
solving crimes, but in preventing them. The reason is the link between property crimes and rape.

Unidentified Woman #2 : Negative 131 . I need you to start towards 810  Harris Street, southern State, fo r  a 
phone-in alarm showing general burg lar. I ' l l get you another unit as soon as one clears.

B R A D LE Y : I t ’s on ly  breaking and entering, but Barfie ld  sends a forensic detective to the crime scene anyway.

(Soundbite o f  briefcase being opened)

B R A D L E Y : The tra iler home door has been kicked in. The D V D  is missing. There's no broken glass, no 
b lood, no fingerprints, no DN A . But Barfie ld says they always send a forensic detective, because i f  the burglar 
had left his D N A , he could easily show up as a rapist.

Sgt. B A R F IE L D : Another thing we've learned is that guys that start out doing burg lary , they're just a thief,
they're ju st breaking into your house to steal you r stereo, but lo  and behold, you r w ife, you r daughter, you r
g irlfriend happens to be there and they stumble into them and it becomes a crime o f  opportunity and they go, 
‘ Oh, w e ll.' What we've found is so many o f  the burg lars are going from  burg lary, they move up to rape.

B R A D L E Y : Paul Ferrara says that's borne out by statistics. Ferrara is the director o f  V irg in ia's Department o f  
Forensic Science and the man credited with putting V irg in ia  on a scientific fast track. Ferrara says more than h a lf 
the rapists they have caught were already in the data bank, not fo r  sexual assault, bm fo r burglary. He says that's 
why V irg in ia takes the DNA  o f  a ll fe lons. I f  you don 't, he says, you give someone a free rape. But Ferrara says 
there's a prob lem . Most states are just beginning to create their own data bank, so all a fe lon has to do to elude 
detection is leave V irg in ia .

M r. PA U L  FE R RA R A  (D irec to r, V irg in ia Department o f  Forensic Science): Somebody who finds themselves in 
ou r DNA data bank may be well inclined to t^ke his crim inal activities to some other state, thinking that, ‘ W e ll, 
I've got to get out o f  V irg in ia because, you know . I'm  fo rever in that data bank, and I move o r do anything and 
I'm  going to get nailed. So I ' l l  go to a neighboring state o r I ' l l  go out on the West C oast.’

B R A D LE Y : Several states have no data bank at a ll; many are just getting going. Christopher A sp lin , who heads 
a national commission on the fuiure o f  D N A , says there are more than a m illion  violent offenders who should be 
in a DNA  d a 'i bank, but aren't because o f  cost.

M r. C H R IST O PH E R  A SPL IN : One example is we know  that we have in excess o f  180 ,000  rape kits across the 
country which should be DNA  tested, and those p ro file s should be put in the database but have not. Essentially 
what you have is a very powerfu l technology, a very pow erfu l database that just doesn’ t have enough data in it.

B R A D LE Y : Congress passed a b ill to gives states S 170  m illion , but that money wasn't included in the budget, so 
V irginia is forging ahead on its own.
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Ms. L ISA  SH ERM YER  (V irg in ia Department o f  Forensic Science): What you 're  seeing right now is you 're
seeing laboratory tables where the examiners are w orking . They're looking at evidence from  crim ina l cases,
looking fo r things like blood.

B R A D L E Y : Lisa Shennver(ph), at the V irg in ia Department o f  Forensic Science, shows o f f  a room y , new
laboratory . She says just getting a useable sample can take a month. It ’ s then mathematically translated into what 
looks like a bar code and entered into the data bank.

Ms. SH E R M Y E R : When you find that needle in a haystack, it's a good day. It's an even better day when that
needle hits on a convicted felon in the data bank. Y ou 're  suddenly the one provid ing investigative in fo rm ation to 
the po lice , and that's a really good feeling.

B R A D L E Y : The computer searches two sets o f  data banks. One has the DNA o f  a ll convicted fe lons in V irg in ia , 
The other includes DNA  from  all unsolved crimes. Just before 4 PM , Shelly Sm ith(ph) positions h e rse lf in front 
o f  the computer.

Ms. S H E L L Y  SM ITH : When I received the case, the information that I received was that the victim  had been 
drugged by an unknown individual and then raped.

B R A D L E Y : There's no suspect in the case, since the woman never saw the perpetrator, and so the data bank is, 
fo r now , their on ly hope.

(Soundbite o f  typing)

Ms. SM IT H : What is going on?

B R A D L E Y : Smith enters the information. W e wait fo r several long seconds. I ask how long this genera lly 
takes.

Ms. SM IT H : It's going to take a while.

Unidentified W oman,t 3 : G enera lly ...

Ms. SM IT H : Oh, my. I got a hit.

B R A D L E Y : The DNA  matches the p ro file  o f  a convicted fe lon . It w ill be double-checked before Sm ith calls up 
the detective who submitted the D N A . This is rea lly  on ly  the beginning o f  the case. Police have to track down 
the man and build a case against him . But a ll in a ll, a one-in-a-billion match is a pretty good place to start. 
Barbara B rad ley , NPR  News, Charlo ttesv ille , V irg in ia .

E D W A R D S : The time is 19 minutes past the hour.

In the next half-hour o f  M O RN IN G  E D IT IO N , Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee on their partnership on and o f f  stage.

M r. O SS IE  D A V IS : We were one o f  the lucky ones where the thing that brought us togeth tr Kept us
together-the profession , being actors.

BOB E D W A R D S , host:

In Hawaii, cross-examination is under way in a Navy court o f  inquiry into last month's deadly submarine crash. 
Lawyers fo r the o fficers involved are trying to poke holes in the Navy's investigation. That investigation, which 
was completed in on ly  a few days, led to the court o f  inquiry now under way in Pearl Harbor. The accident 
happened when the USS G reeneville struck a Japanese fishing boat while surfacing, k illing  nine peop le . N PR 's 
Andy Bowers repons the sub's commander and his second in command are questioning the evidence against them.
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M i t o c h o n d r i a l  D N A  is f o u n d  

COM M ISSIONE R'S  ORfflOEell's m i t o r h o n d r i o n .
It is in h e r i t e d  o n ly  
f r o m  t h e  m o t h e r .

Generalized 
Human Cell

T H E  F B I  ° n d D N f l
T h e  FBI L a b o r a t o r y  15 o n e  o f  t h e  la rgest  and m o s t  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  fo re n s ic  la b o r a t o r ie s  in th e  wo rld, 
and is the only full-service Federal forensic laboratory. 
The FBI Laboratory exam ines evidence  free-of-charge 
fo r  F ederal , s t a t e ,  a n d  lo c al  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  
a g e n c ie s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  e x p e r t  w i t n e s s  t e s t i m o n y  
r e g a r d in g  t h e  re su lt s  o f  f o r e n s ic  e x a m i n a t i o n s .  
Severa l s ect io n s,  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  specia lized  units, 
provide as s is tance w i t h  th e  co llect ion, preservation, 
an d  a n a ly s is  o f  e v i d e n c e  f r o m  c r i m e  s c e n e  
in v e s t ig a t io n s .  In s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  o ve r a l l  m is s io n  
o f  th e  L a b o r a t o r y ,  t h e  D N A  A n a ly s is  U n it  I, D N A  
Analy sis  U nit  II, a n d  t h e  F o ren s ic  S c ie n ce  S y stem s  
U n it  h a v e  a D N A  a n d  D a t a b a s i n g  Init ia tive .

T h e  D N A  A n a ly s is  U n i t  I p r o v id e s  sero lo gica l an d  
nuclear  D N A  te st in g serv ices to  all Federal agencies, 
U n ite d  S t a t e s  A t t o r n e y s ,  m i l i t a r y  tr ib unals , d u ly  
c o n s t i t u t e d  s t a t e ,  c o u n t y ,  a n d  m u n ic ip a l  l a w  
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  in t h e  U n i t e d  St a t e s ,  or  
T er r i to r ie s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a c e s ,  in c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i ' h  cr im in al i n v e s t i g a t i v e  m a t t e r s  an d  p rov id e s  
e x p e r t  w i t n e s s  t e s t i m o n y  in c r im in a l  ju d ic ia l  
p r o c e e d in g s  o n  b o t h  a  n a t io n a l  a n d  in te r n a tion a l  
le ve l .  T h e  D N A A n a l y s I s  U n it  II is resp on sib le  for  
t h r e e  m ajo r  p rog ram s :  m ito ch o n d r ia l  D N A  c a s e ­
w o rk ,  m is s in g person s , a n d  t h e  F ederal C o n vic te d  
O f f e n d e r  P r o g r a m .  T h e  C o m b i n e d  D N A  Index 
System (CODIS)  blends forensic science and com puter 
t e c h n o l o g y  i n t o  a n  e f f e c t i v e  t o o l  fo r  s o lv in g  
v io l e n t  cr im es.  CO D IS e n a b le s  Federa l , s ta te , and 
local  cr im e la b o r a t o r ie s  to  e x c h a n g e  and c o m p a r e  
D N A  profi les  ele c tron ic all y , t h e r e b y  linking crimes 
t o  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  t o  c o n v i c t e d  o f f e n d e r s .

N U C L E A R  D N A
T h e  D N A  - ilysis U n i t  I ( D N A U I )  e x a m in e s  
e v i d e n c e  f r o m  c r im e  s c e n e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  if 
b io lo g ic a l  m a t e r ia l ,  s u c h  as  b l o o d  a n d  s e m e n ,  is 
p r e s e n t  If p r e s e n t  t h e  mare<-ial is su b je c t ' ’ -' '•*> 
D N A  test in g, in a d d it io n  to  t h e s e  c o m m o n  stains. 
D N A  p rof i les  c a n  be  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  a v a r i e ry o f  
o t h e r  s a m p le s  as w e l l .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  c i g a r e t t e  
b u t ts ,  p o s t a g e  s ta m p s ,  h a t  b a n d s ,  shirt  collars, 
a n d  o t h e r  i t e m s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  in c lo se  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  an individual can o f t e n  yie ld  a g e n e t i c  profile.

T r a d i t i o n a l ly ,  D N A  w a s  a n a l y z e d  u s in g  RFLP 
( r e s t r ic t io n  f r a g m e n t  l e n g t h  p o l y m o r p h i s m )  
t e c h n o l o g y .  This  f o r m  o f  D N A  t y p i n g  u sed  la rge  
f r a g m e n t s  o '  D N A  t h a t  w e r e  s e p a r a t e d  b y  size . 
A l t h o u g h  h i g n l y  i n f o r m a t i v e ,  m a n y  fo re n s ic  
samples w e r e  t o o  small o r  d e g r a d e d  to  be  analyze d.

T h e  a d v e n t  o f  PCR ( p o l y m e r a s e  ch a in  r e a c t i o n )  
a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  a n a ly s is  o f  s m a l l  o r  d e g r a d e d  
s a m p lt s  b y  m a k i n g  co p ie s  o f  t h e  o r ig in a l sam p le  
C u rre n t ly ,  t h e  D N A U I  a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  fo r e n s ic  
c o m m u n it y  u s e  th e  PCR process t o  an a ly z e  regions 
o f  D N A  ca l led  STRs (s h o r t  t a n d e m  re p e a t s) .  This 
ty p in g  p r o c e d u r e  h as  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  a n a l y z e  small 
d e g r a d e d  s a m p l e s  a n d  p r o v i d e  a h ig h  le v e l  o f  
in f o r m a t i o n .  O f t e n ,  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  an  e v i d e n c e  
s a m p le  c a n  b e  d e t e r m i n e d .

DNAU I.ANDCOD IS
T h e  D N A U I 's  C O D IS p r o g r a m  c a p t u r e s  r e l e v a n t  
profiles  fro m  c u r r e n t  c a se s  a n d  g a t h e r s  p r o b a t iv e  
d a t a  f " ? m  o ld  c a s e s  t o  b e  u o l o a d e d  in to  t h e  
n a t io n a l  d a t a D a s e  ror c o m p a r i s o n s  w i t h  o c n e r  
p a r t ic ip a t in g  C O D IS la b o r a t o r i e s .  A d d i t io n a l l y ,  
t h e  D N A U I  is m a i n t a i n i n g  R FLP ca p a b i l i t ie s  ror 
s a m p le s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  c o m p a r e d  to  o ld  ca se s  
t h a t  w e r e  a n a l y z e d  w i t h  t h e  R FLP m e t h o d .  This 
c o m p r e h e n s iv e  ap p roach  t o  CODIS entries provides 
t h e  d a t a b a s e  w i t h  q u a l i t y  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  ca n  
b e  u s e d  t o  a s s is t  m a n y  cr im in a l  in v e s t i g a t i o n s .

SUCCE55S7CRY
July 1999: T h e  FBI Laboratory  's D N A  Analysis Unit 1 
t h r o u g h  its U n k n o w n  S u b j e c t  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t

P r o g r a m  w i t h  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. P o l ic e  
D e p a r t m e n t  r e c e i v e d  t e n  se x u a l  a s s a u l t  c a s e s  
t h a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  D N A  Index S y s t e m  m a t c h e d  
to  t h r e e  s e x u a l  assa u lts  In Ja cksonvi lle , f  L. T h e  
J a c k s o n v i l le  c a s e s  o c c u r r e d  in M a r c h ,  A pr i l  a n d  
S e p t e m b e r  o f  1998. CO DIS had  p r e v io u s ly  linked 
t h e  J a c k s o n v i l l e  ca ses  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r  in M a y  
1 9 9 9 .  D N A  e v i d e n c e  w a s  crucia l in t h e s e  t h r e e  
c a s e s  b e c a u s e  n o n e  o f  t h e  v i c t im s  w e r e  a b l e  to  
d e s c r i b e  t h e  o f f e n d e r  a n d  n o  o t h e r  p h y s ic a l  
e v i d e n c e  w a s  l e f t  a t  t h e  c r im e  s c e n e s .  F i v e  o f  
th e  t e n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. cases  h ad  a lre ad y  b e e n  
linked t o g e c h e r  usin g C O D IS b e f o r e  th e  n a t io n a l  
hit  w i t h  F lo r id a .  T h e  o t h e r  D.C. c a s e s  w e r e  
id enti f ie d  a t  la te r  dates . In ea r ly  July 1 99 9 ,  Leon
F4! nr y .Kr> ir 52 - V.'CS ;H >f jo
t h r o u g h  D N A  analy s is  a s  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r  o f  th e  
' • t i r t e e n  a s s a u lts .

M I T O C H O N D R I A L  D N A
T h e  D N A  A n a l y s i s  U n it  II e x a m i n e s  b i o lo g ic a l  
i te m s  o f  e v i d e n c e  fr om  c r im e  scenes  to  d e t e r m i n e  
t h e  m i t o c h o n d r i a l  D N A  s e q u e n c e  frorrt hair , 
b o n e ,  t e e t h ,  b l o o d ,  o r  o t h e r  t i ssu e s .  T y p ic a l l y ,  
t h e s e  i t e m s  c o n t a i n  l o w  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  
d e g r a d e d  D N A ,  m a k i n g  t h e m  u n s u i t a b l e  fo r  
n u c l e a r  D N A  e x a m i n a t i o n s .  T h e  h ig h  s e n s i t iv i t y

o f  th e  m i t o c h o n d r i a l  D N A  a n a ly s is  a l l o w s  th e  
FBI L a b o r a t o r y  t o  o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  old  
i tem s  o f  e v id e n c e  a s s o c i a te d  w i t h  co ld  c a s e s  and 
sm all  p ie ce s  o f  e v i d e n c e  c o n t a i n i n g  l i t t le  
b io lo g ic a l  m a t e r ia l .  A d d i t io n a l l y ,  t h e  m a t e r n a l  
in h e r i t a n c e  o f  m i t o c h o n d r i a l  D N A  a l l o w s  
sc ient is ts  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e  m i t o c h o n d r i a l  D N A  
pr o f i le  o f  a s e t  o f  r e m a i n s  to  t h a t  o f  r e f e r e n c e  
s a m p le s  f r o m  in d iv id u a ls  su ch  a s  t h e  m o t h e r ,  
b r o t h e r ( s ) ,  s ls ter (s) ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  m a t e r n a l l y  
r e l a t e d  in d iv id u als  o f  a m iss in g  p e r s o n .  T h e s e  
s a m p le s  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  m i t o c h o n d r i a l  
D N A  p rof i le s  b e c a u s e  al l m a t e r n a l  r e l a t i v e s  
in h e r it  t h e  s a m e  m i t o c h o n d r i a l  D N A .  B e c a u s e  
m it o c h o n d r ia l  D N A  is m a t e r n a l l y  i n h e r i t e d  and 
m u lt i p l e  i d iv id u a l s  c a n  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  m i t o ­
ch on d ria l  D N A  ty p e ,  p o s i t iv e  i d e n t i f ic a t io n s  are  
n o t  p ossib le  u s in g  m i t o c h o n d r i a l  D N A  an a ly s is .  
H o w e v e r ,  m i t o c h o n d r i a l  D N A  is a n  e x c e l l e n t  
t e c h n i q u e  t o  u s e  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  v a l u a b l e  
in fo rm a tion  in cases w h e r e  n u c le ar  D N A  .’ ' '-ilysis 
is n o t  fea sib le .

NATIONAL'.ISS iN 'C -PERSONS
•ONADATABASEPROGRAM
T h e  N a t i o n a l  M is s in g  P e r s o n s  D N A  D a t a b a s e  
P r o g r a m  w a s  in it ia l ly  o u t l i n e d  in 1 9 9 6  a n d  w a s  
f u n d e d  by C o n g r e s s  in 1 9 9 9 .  This  p r o g r a m  wil l 
fac il i ta te  t h e  co l le c t io n  a n d  m i t o c h o n d r i a l  D N A  
typing o f  reference samples from m aternal relatives 
o f  m iss in g  p e r s o n s  w h i c h  wil l b e  p la c e d  in a 
d a t a b a s e  m a n a g e d  by  CODIS. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  this 
p r o g r a m  wil l d e t e r m i n e  t h e  m it o c h o n d r ia l  D N A  
types o f  skeletal remains in an  a t t e m p t  t o  associate  
t h o s e  re m a in s  t o  m is s in g  p e rs on s .  R e s e a r c h  is 
c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r w a y  t o  v a l i d a t e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  ar t  
p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  m a n a g i n g  a n d  t y p i n g  t h e  l a r g e  
n u m b e r  o f  s a m p le s  e x p e c t e d  fo r  th is  p r o g r a m .  
C a se  a c c e p t a n c e  s h o u ld  b e g in  in e a r l y  .’ o o r .

FEDERAL CONVICTED 
OFFENDEEPROGRAM
T h e  F ederal C o n v ic te d  O f f e n d e r  ( F C Q )  P r o g r o n  
v/ill u s e  n u c i e a r  D N A  p r o f i l in g  t e c h n i q u e s  to  
t y p e  k n o w n  sam p le s  fro m  co n v icte d  fe lo ns  in th e  
Federal s y s t e m  a n d  e n t e r  t h e s e  p rof i le s  i n t o  t h e  
CO D IS s y s t e m ,  m u c h  li k e  th e  s t a t e  a n d  lo cal  
o f f e n d e r  s a m p l e  d a t a  a l r e a d y  b e in g  e n t e r e d  b y  
o t h e r  CODIS la b o rator ies .  T h e se  profi le s-wil l be  
a v a i ia b le  fo r  s e a r c h e s  a g a i n s t  a n y  f o r e n s ic  
d a t a b a s e  sa m p le  in th e  CODIS s y s t e m .  F u n d i n g  
fo r  th is  p r o g r a m  is e x p e c t e d  by t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
o f  t h e  y e a r  1 0 0 1



T he FBI provid es CODIS s o f t w a r e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
in sta l la t ion ,  t r a in in g ,  a n d  u s e r  s u p p o r t ,  f r e e  o f  
c h a r g e  to  a n y  s t a t e  a n d  ' seal  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  
labs  p e r f o r m i n g  D N A  a n a ly s is .  T o d a y ,  CODIS is 
i n sta l led  in m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0  l a b o r a t o r ie s .  N DIS 
already  contains m o i e  th a n  37 0.000 profiles from  
30 states , th e US A r m y  a n d  th e  FBI. In addit io n, 
th e  c o m p l e t e  c o v e r a g e  o f  S t a t e  D N A  d a t a b a s e  
la w s  o c c u r r e d  in 1998  w i t h  all 50 s t a t e s  h a v i n g  
e n a c t e d  le g is la t io n .  T h is  le g i s l a t i o n  r eq u ir es  
p e r s o n s  c o n v i c t e d  o f  f e l o n y  sex  o f f e n s e s  ( a n d  
o t h e r  cr im es, d e p e n d i n g  o n  e a c h  s t a t e 's  s t a t u t e )  
to  p r o v i d e  b io lo g ic a l  s a m p l e s  fo r  D N A  a n a ly sis . 
T h ese  sam ple s  are  a n a l y z e d  an d  e n t e r e d  in to  the 
CODIS d a t a b a se .  T h e  FBI h o p e s  t h a t  e v e n tu a l ly ,  
all 50 s ta te s  wi ll  i n c lu d e  al l f e l o n y  o f f e n s e s .

INDEXES
CO D IS g e n e r a t e s  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  le a d s  in c r im e s  
w h e r e  Biological e v i d e n c e  is r e c o v e r e d  fr o m  th e  
c r im e  s cen e  usin g t w o  in d e x e s :  t h e  Forensic  and 

O f f e n d e r  In d e xe s .

'  /  ! j 4. T h e  Forensic Index c o n t a i n s  
.  » D N A  P r o f i le s  fr° m  c r im e

" s c e n e  e v i d e n c e .

T h e  O f f e n d e r  i n d e x  co n t a in s  
D N A  p r o f i le s  o f  in d iv id u als  
c o n v i c t e d  o f  sex  o f f e n s e s  
( . y e  O t h e r  v i o l e n t  c r im e s)  
w i t h  m a n y  s t a t e s  n o w  
e x p a n d i n g  le g i s l a t io n  to  
in c l u d e  o t h e r  re io m e s

M a t c h e s  m a d e  a m o n g  p r o f i l e s  .n t n e  Forensic  
in d e x  c a n  link c r i m e  s c e n e ;  t o g e t h e r  p ossib iv  
id e n t i f y in g  serial o i f e n a e - s  B a se d  o n  a m a t cn ,  
p o l ic e  m m u lt i p l e  ju r i s d i c t i o n s  ca n  c o o r d i n a t e  
th eir  r e s p e c t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a n a  s h a r e  Hie

m ad e  b e t w e e n  t h e  Forensic a n d  O f fe n d e r  Indexes 
p ro v id e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  w i t h  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  
perpetrator(s) . A f t e r  CODIS identifies a potential  
m atch, quali f ied  D N A  a n a ly s t s  in t h e  laboratories 
re s p on s ib le  fo r  t h e  m a t c h i n g  p rof i le s  c o n t a c t  
e a c h  o t h e r  t o  v a l i d a t e  o r  r e f u t e  t h e  m a t ch

FUTURE
T h e re  h a s  b e e n  a s h a r p  in c r e a s e  in t h e  d e m a n d  
for CODIS services d u e  to  t w o  factors -  (1) advances 
in th e  t e c h n o l o g i e s  s u p p o r t i n g  h u m a n  g e n o m e  
research and (2)  incre ased a w a r e n e s s  o f  the crime 
reductio n  p oten tia l  o f  forensic  D N A  b y  executive  
and l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d i e s  a t  t h e  S t a t e ,  Local, and 
N a t io n a l  levels , a s  w e l l  as  b y  th e  g e n e r a l  public. 
In fact, m a n y  la w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o ff ic ials  consider 
forensic D N A  analysis th e  m o s t  significant advance 
in fo re n s ic  sc ie n c e  s in ce  fin gerp r in ts .  A s  a result, 
s ta te s  a r e  ra p id ly  e x p a n d i n g  th e  s c o p e  and size 
o f  th e ir  C O D IS  d a t a b a s e s .

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  f iv e  y e a r s  a b o u t  o n e - h a l f  o f  th e  
sta tes  h a v e  e x p a n d e d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e ir  original 
D N A  d a t a b a s e  le g i s l a t io n  ( e .g . ,  six s t a t e s  are  
in cluding all fe lo n s  in th eir  d a t a b a s e ,  in th e past 
y e a r  a b o u t  f iv e  s t a t e s  h a v e  e x p a n d e d  th e  sco p e  
o f  th eir  le g is '3 t io n ,  a n d  o n e  s t a t e  n o w  covers  all 
arrested p ersons).  T h e r e  is c u rre n t ly  a ba cklog o f  
o v e r  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  c o n v i c t e d  o f f e n d e r  s a m p le s  to  be 
a n a l y z e d  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  a m a j o r i t y  o f  s ta tes '  
a n a ly s e s  e f f o r t s  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  k e e p  p a c e  w i th  
th e  co l le c t io n  o f  t h e s e  s a m p le s .  Plus, m a n y  labs 
are  d o in g  retests  u s in g  th e  n e w  STR t e c h n o lo g y .  
T h e  FBI L a b o r a t o r y  is c o m m i t t e d  t o  building an 
in fra structu re  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U.S. to  support  the 
CO DIS p r o g r a m  a n d  wi ll  c o n t i n u e  t o  w o r k  w i th  
s t a t e  a n d  lo c al  f o r e n s i c  l a b o r a t o r i e s  t o  ac h ie v e  
t h e  full p o t e n t i a l  o f  th is  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  tool.

TRA IN IN G  ’
In a d d i t io n  t o  a s s is t in g  l o r e n s i c  in v e s t ig a t io n s ,  
t h e  D N A  A n a ly s is  U n i t  I, D N A  A n a ly s is  U nit  II
aprj - • >.i»u cn j • tS/*---'*ry 5
Research an d  Train in g Units , p rov id e  toec iauzed  
tr a in in g  m D M A  t e s t i n g  m e t h o d s  t o  fo ren s ic  
sc.entists  f.-cm s ta te  — J r  c.oa:. art)  n t e 'n t t .c n a i  
cr im e laboratories  T h e  staff  o f  th e  FBI Laboratory 
o f t e n  p r o v id e s  in s t r u c t i o n  t o  t h e  le g a l  and law 
e n f o r c e m e n t  c o m m u n i t i e s  . ' a t t o r n e y s  ju d g e s  
pol ice  o f f i c e r ;  j p g  v n u  i,xp s e ' s o n r . s i )  o n  th e  
fundon-e-tais  i - o r c .>*•— ••>•; w»q utrom  -etearrn .P. TM*? ’ ?'vJ Of if’*!
tne  : 3i ; a o o s  v .  . w :  ■' •■•it o r a . i n d
■ n te 'o j t ic n j i  ■. — r c s  i  -.e— u m t ;  d e v o t e d  So
t o o n :  s u r r o u T c - r  ) ? ‘ i - ‘ es :  ".a jm j j j t . i c a s i o c
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Cdnuieted OFfende^ flbolysis , . :

Casework ffnolgsis,

SUCCESS
N E V A D A ;
M a y  2 0 00 :  T he  R eno, N e v a d a  Police D e p a r t m e n t  
m a d e  an  arrest  on  a 23 year-o ld  kidnapin g/ murder 
o f  a 6  y e a r-o ld  girl o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  M a y  31, 2 000, 
based  u p o n  th e  f irs t  d a t a b a s e  hit  in t h e  N e v a d a  
State D N A  database. T h e  arrest w a s  the culmination 
o f  e x t e n s i v e  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  lo cal la w  
e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  t h e  FBI. O n  S e p t e m b e r  3 ,1977 , 
6  y e a r - o l d  Lisa M a r i e  B o n h a m  w a s  r e p o r t e d  
missin g f r o m  Id le wild  Park R e n o ,  w h e r e  she w a s  
v is i t in g  w i t h  fa m i l y  m e m b e r s .  T h e  n e x t  d a y  h e r  
c l o t h i n g  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  in a b r o w n  p a p e r  b a g  
in a d u m p s t e r  in V erdi,  N e v a d a ,  a f e w  miles from  
R e n o .  T h e  c l o t h i n g  w a s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  FBI 
L a b o r a t o r y  f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  s e m e n  sta ins 
w i t h  T y p e  A  S e c r e t o r  s t a t u s  w e r e  id e n t i f ie d  o n  
p o rt io n s  o f  t h e  c l o t h i n g .  O n  N o v e m b e r  13 ,1 977, 
p a r t  o f  t h e  v ic t im 's  r e m a i n s  w e r e  r e c o v e r e d  in 
T o i y a b e  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  t h r e e  m iles  f r o m  th e  
N e v a d a  b o r d e r  in S ie r r a  C o u n t y ,  C a li fornia .
O n  M a y  25, 2 0 0 0 ,  t h e  W a s h o e  C o u n t y  Sheri f f 's  
C r im e  L a b o r a t o r y ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  N e v a d a  
S t a t e  D N A  D a t a b a s e  ( w h i c h  u ti l ize s  C O D IS 
s o f t w a r e ) ,  m a t c h e d  t h e  id en ti f ied  D N A  f r o m  th e  
v ic t im 's  c l o t h i n g  w i t h  t h e  k n o w n  D N A  o f  th e  
s u b j e c t  S t e p h e n  R o b e r t  S m it h .
F L O R I D A  8< I O W A :
F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 0 :  In 1995, a n  unid en ti f ied  w o m a n 's  
b o d y  w a s  f o u n d  o n  a n  o f f - r a m p  a l o n g  an  
in t e r s t a t e  in D es  M o i n e s ,  IA. A f t e r  id e n t i f y in g  
:** 1 •• p o n c e  b e g a n  lo o k in g  a t  t r u ck  driv ers  
as suspec ts , a u e  to  t h e  i o c a t io n  o f  th e  b o d y .  T he  
Io w a  D e p a r t m e n t  o r  Publ ic  S a f e t y  sent biolo gical 
e . ' i c e r .c e  l e f t  a t  t n e  c r i m e  s c e n e  to  :n e  FBI 
L a b o r a t o r y  f o r  D N A  a n a ly s is .  T h e  FBI Lab 
a n a l y z e d  t h e  e v i d e n c e ,  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  a D N A  
pr o f i le  ot t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r  T h e  p r o f i le  w a s  
u n lo a d e d  t o  C O D IS  w h e r e  N D IS m a t c h e d  it to  
; - e  ~ o ' - o a  a r f e r o e r .  A t  th e  ' im e p a f  t h e  hit. th e  
a f e r c e *  .-.a; -n c a r c e r a t e d  .n .3 Florida p n s e n  lor 
3 ;e < u a i  assault  c o n v i c t i o n  in e a r i v  1900 A t t e r  
• e e r t i f v i n a  rn e  o f f e n d e r ,  p o l ice  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  
r e  o o ; s e s s e d  1 c o m m e r c i a l  t r u c m n a  license.
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