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T h is  l a n g u a g e  w a s  s u g g e s t e d  to  b e  a d d e d  to  s e c t io n  3 , b u t  i t  i s  u p  to  t h e  d r a f t e r .
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H B 164 
S ponso r S ta tem en t

"An Act relating to Grandparents
U p d a te d : M arch  3 0 , 2001
C o n ta c t: R e p re se n ta tiv e  F red  D y so n 's  o ff ic e  at (9 0 7 )  4 6 5 -2 1 9 9

Grandparents are often the most stable and healthy influence in the life of 
a child from a troubled family. H B  164 assures that grandparents will 
have an opportunity to be heard at; Child in Need of Aid (CINA) hearings 
and custody hearings when the hearings involve their grandchildren.

Over the past couple of sessions the legislature has focused considerable 
effort on making our child protection and custody procedures more open, 
responsive and responsible. We have given foster parents more input and 
the right to be heard in treatment and in placement decisions and have 
encouraged more efficient placement procedures.

H B  164 will result in more informed decisions about the treatment and 
placement of Alaska s abused and neglected children. W e  also believe this 
measure will increase the likelihood of children being placed with 
relatives who may not have otherwise been located, heard, or considered.

The bill specifies that, unless the court specifically finds otherwise, the 
testimony of parents will be given more weight than a grandparents. This 
approach protects the primary parental interest while specifically 
allowing a court to defer to a grandparent for good cause.

Because we recognize that there will be cases where a grandparent is not a 
suitable option for child placement, H B  164 does not mandate that end. 
Instead, it requires notification of grandparents who care enough to make 
themselves known, so they can be part of the process if they will. The 
intended result is to encourage the department and parents to consider 
grandparents more frequently as a preferred placement option for 
children in need.



HB 164 Sectional Analysis
Revised: April 2, 2001 LS0693\C

Section 1: Inserts "Grandparents” into the list of those who must receive notice of court 
proceedings that could result in termination of parental rights and responsibilities in Child 
in Need of Aid (CINA) cases. "Grandparents” are included with; parent, tribe, foster parent 
or other out-of-home care provider, guardian, and guardian ad litem.

Section 2: Defines the parameters defining when the department must give notice to 
grandparents.

• The department must first be aware that a child has a grandparent. The 
department is not required to search for grandparents, the grandparent must 
contact the department.

• Grandparent must make the department aware of their current mailing address.

Section 3: Requires grandparent notification for informal hearings related to a custody 
petition and gives them the right to be heard. The court may limit the testimony and 
presence of a foster parent or a grandparent if it is in the best interest of the CINA.

Section 4: Requires grandparent notification of a permanency hearing for a CINA child. 
"Grandparents” are included with; parent, tribe, foster parent or other out-of-home care 
provider, guardian, and guardian ad litem.

Section 5: Amends court Rule 17(b) that allows grandparents to be heard at disposition 
hearings. This rule is a section of HB 164 because there is no statute that specifically 
addresses disposition hearings, therefore it could be argued that the bill doesn’t warrant 
mention in Section 6.

Section 6: Itemizes the court rules changes that result from this bill: Rules 3, 7, 10, 15,
17 and 19 are changed consistent with the changes made by this act and spells out that a 
2/3 majority vote is required.
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Grandparents Rights

Subject: Grandparents Rights
Date: T h u , 19 A p r  2001 00:44:13 E D T  
From: E S tro m a n @ a o l.c o m

To: R e p re se n ta tiv e _ N o rm a n _ R o k e b c rg @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s

I am vice president of the Alaska chapter of Grandparents Rights 
Organization, and I am writing to ask for your support of h.b.164.

There are a great deal of grandparents in Alaska who need your support 
in the passing of h.b.164 so that they may have the right to get to see their 
grandchildren.

I have seen time and time again grandparents being denied the right to 
see their grandchildren because of D.F.Y.S. involvement in the childrens case.

Too many times the grandparents are being denied the right to 
participate in the placement of children being taken out of a disfunctional 
family.

Even when the grandparents volunteer to take in the grandchildren, the 
D.F.Y.S. often disregards their offers because the D.F.Y.S. too often casts 
blame on grandparents for what the parents have done.

Friday, our grandparents group will have some delegates to participate 
in the teleconference on h.b.164.

The president of our group, Betty Short, will be in Anchorage for the 
teleconference, and would be happy to answer any questions you may have 
regarding our stand on h.b.164.

She will have a few eye opening stories to share with you.
Please give h.b.164 your support as it is our grandchildren that are 

in need of your help.
Thank you,
Ed Stroman 
3224 Linden Dr.
Anchorage, Alaska 
estroman@aol.com 
907-243-0899 hm. msg.

mailto:EStroman@aol.com
mailto:Representative_Norman_Rokebcrg@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:estroman@aol.com
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Journal Text H

0 5 / 1 0 / 9 7  H o u s e  J o u r n a l  P a g e  1808
SB  13
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P o r t e r  b r o u g h t  u p  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  v o t e  o n  HCS 
CSSB  1 3 (HES) ( p a g e  1 7 8 1 ) .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  w a s  a g a i n  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  i n  t h i r d  r e a d i n g :

HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE B I L L  NO. 1 3 (HES)
" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t a x e s  o n  c i g a r e t t e s  a n d  t o b a c c o  p r o d u c t s  a n d  

t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  p r o c e e d s  o f  t h o s e  t a x e s ,  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  b y  a t  l e a s t  
3 5 . 5  m i l l s  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  e x c i s e  t a x  l e v i e d  o n  e a c h  c i g a r e t t e  
i m p o r t e d  o r  a c q u i r e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  
d a t e . "

* * T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K u b i n a  w a s  n o t e d .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P o r t e r  p l a c e d  a  c a l l  o f  t h e  H o u s e .

* * T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T h e r r i a u l t  w a s  n o t e d .

T h e  c a l l  w a s  s a t i s f i e d .

T h e  q u e s t i o n  t o  b e  r e c o n s i d e r e d :  " S h a l l  HCS CSSB  1 3 (HES) p a s s  t h e
H o u s e ? "  T h e  r o l l  w a s  t a k e n  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s u l t :

HCS CSSB  13 ( H E S ) — RECONSIDERATION 
T h i r d  R e a d i n g  
F i n a l  P a s s a g e

YEAS:  23  NAYS:  17 EXCUSED:  0 ABSENT :  0

Y e a s :  A u s t e r m a n ,  B e r k o w i t z ,  B r i c e ,  B u n d e ,  C r o f t ,  D a v i e s ,  D a v i s ,
E l t o n ,  G r e e n ,  G r u s s e n d o r f ,  H a n l e y ,  H u d s o n ,  I v a n ,  J a m e s ,  J o u l e ,
K e m p l e n ,  K o o k e s h ,  K u b i n a ,  N i c h o l i a ,  P o r t e r ,  R o k e b e r g ,  T h e r r i a u l t ,  
W i l l i a m s

N a y s :  B a r n e s ,  C o w d e r y ,  D y s o n ,  F o s t e r ,  H o d g i n s ,  K e l l y ,  K o h r i n g ,
K o t t ,  M a r t i n ,  M a s e k ,  M o s e s ,  M u l d e r ,  O g a n ,  P h i l l i p s ,  R y a n ,  S a n d e r s ,
V e z e y

A n d  s o ,  HCS C S S B  1 3 (HES) p a s s e s  t h e  H o u s e  o n  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
0 5 / 1 0 / 9 7  H o u s e  J o u r n a l  P a g e  1809
SB  13
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P o r t e r  m o v e d  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  c l a u s e .

T h e  q u e s t i o n  b e i n g :  " S h a l l  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  c l a u s e  b e  a d o p t e d ? "  T h e  
r o l l  w a s  t a k e n  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s u l t :

HCS CSSB  13 (H E S ) — RECONSIDERATION 
T h i r d  R e a d i n g  
E f f e c t i v e  D a t e

YEAS:  26  NAYS :  14 EXCUSED:  0 ABSENT :  0

Y e a s :  A u s t e r m a n ,  B e r k o w i t z ,  B u n d e ,  C r o f t ,  D a v i e s ,  D a v i s ,  E l t o n ,
G r e e n ,  G r u s s e n d o r f ,  H a n l e y ,  H u d s o n ,  I v a n ,  J a m e s ,  J o u l e ,  K e l l y ,
K e m p l e n ,  K o o k e s h ,  K u b i n a ,  M o s e s ,  M u l d e r ,  N i c h o l i a ,  P o r t e r ,
R o k e b e r g ,  T h e r r i a u l t ,  V e z e y ,  W i l l i a m s

I of 2 3/22/99 3:07 PM
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S h a ro n  L e e  S h ie ld s  
H C  0 2  B o x  7 3 4 7  

P a lm er, A la sk a  9 9 6 4 5  
(9 0 7 )  7 4 5 -3 6 0 6  

E -m ail: B ig c ro w _ a k @ h o tm a il.c o m
A pril 2 0 , 2 00 1  

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
Ju d ic ia ry  C o m m itte e , L e g is la tiv e  A ffa irs  A g e n cy

Reference: HB 164 “An Act prescribing the rights o f grandparents related to ehild-in- 
need-of-aid hearings and amending Rules 3, 7 ,10 ,15 , and 19 Alaska Child in Need of Aid 
Rules.”

M y  n am e  is S h a ro n  L e e  S h ie ld s , a n d  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  b o m  to  m y  y o u n g e r  d a u g h te r  in 1994  is 
“a -c h ild - in -n e e d .”  M y  d a u g h te r  w a s  a n d  still is a  s in g le  m o th e r , a n d  the  fa th e r o f  m y  
g ra n d d a u g h te r  w a s  [is] m ilitary . T h e  fa th e r  w a s  tra n s fe rre d  o u t  o f  A laska  w h e n  m y  
g ra n d d a u g h te r  w a s  ju s t  o v e r  a  y e a r  o ld , an d  h as  re c e n tly  b ee n  tra n s fe rre d  b ack  to  A lask a  a f te r  
being  a b se n t fo r  a lm o s t s ix  years .

In  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r ’s  life, m y  d a u g h te r  a n d  th e  m ilita ry -fa th e r s tu m b led  
th ro u g h  m a k in g  a n  e ffo rt a t b e in g  p a re n ts , an d  d e p e n d e d  th a t I su p p o rte d  th e m  a lo n g  w ith  m y  
g ra n d d a u g h te r  physica lly , financially , a n d  em o tio n a lly .

U p  to  th a t p o in t, m y  d a u g h te r  h ad  o n ly  b ab y sa t o n e  tim e  in h e r  e n tire  life b e fo re  h av ing  m y  
g ra n d d a u g h te r . In  h e r  te e n a g e  y e a rs  a n d  a s  a  y o u n g  a d u lt  sh e  d id n ’t have  tim e  fo r ch ild ren  and  
w a s  im p a tien t a ro u n d  them . S o , m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  w a s  b o rn  to  a  m o th e r  w ith  a  d ay s tra in in g  in 
c h ild c a re . C u rre n tly , m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  h a s  lived  th ro u g h  s ix  live-in  boy frien d  re la tio n sh ip s  o f  
m y  d a u g h te rs .

A s tim e  w e n t o n  I k n e w  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  w a s  a  “ c h ild -in -n e e d .”  So  I a u to m a tic a lly  a ssu m ed  
th e  p o s itio n  o f  th e  a b sen t p a re n ts , a n d  b ec am e  a  p sy c h o lo g ic a l, em o tio n a l, p h y sica l and  financial 
p a re n t to  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r , a n d  h ad  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  8 0 %  o f  h e r  life u p  to  N o v e m b e r  5 , 2000 . 
T h a t tim e  is w e ll d o c u m e n te d , a s  it s ta r te d  o u t  a s  a  d ia ry  o f  fu n  d ay s and  e v e n ts  w ith  m y 
g ra n d d a u g h te r , a n d  th e n  la s t M ay  2 0 0 0  th e  d ia ry  tu rn e d  in to  d o c u m e n ta tio n  o f  h o rrib le  p hysica l 
and  m e n ta l a b u s e s  re p o r te d  to  m e by  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r .

M y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  re p o r te d : M ay  2 3 ,2 0 0 0  m y  d a u g h te r  s la p p e d  h e r  a c ro ss  th e  face  so  h a rd  it 
k n o c k e d  h e r  o f f  h e r  fee t. A n d  b ec au se  sh e  c rie d  to o  lo u d , m y  d a u g h te r  o rd e re d  h e r  to  g o  to  the  
b a th ro o m  u n til sh e  c o u ld  q u it cry ing . M y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  re p o r te d :  sh e  lay  o n  th e  b a th ro o m  ru g  
u n til it q u it h u r tin g  so  bad ly , and  sh e  c o u ld  q u it c ry in g . T h e  n ex t m o rn ing  w h e n  m y  d a u g h te r  
d ro p p e d  h e r  o f f  to  m e a ga in , th e  b ig  re d  m a rk  (h a n d p rin t)  w a s  still visib le; th e  n ex t re p o r te d  
in c iden t w a s  th a t  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  w a s  s lu g g e d  in  th e  b a c k , o v e r  h e r  k idneys by  m y  d a u g h te r ’s 
s ix th  live-in  b o y frien d  a n d  th e  re d  m a rk  a c ro s s  h e r  k id n e y s  w a s  still o n  h e r  b ac k  th e  n e x t d ay  
a fte r  s c h o o l w h e n  sh e  cam e  to  m y  h o m e; fo o d  h a s  b ee n  w ith h e ld  fro m  m y g ra n d d a u g h te r  a n d  
w a r n  c lo th in g  n o t  se n t to  sc h o o l w h e n  th e  w e a th e r  w a s  c o ld .

D u rin g  th e  p a s t  se v en  y ea rs , m y  h e a r t  h as  a ch ed  e a c h  tim e  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r , a s  a  sm all ch ild , 
w a s  d ro p p e d  o f f  to  m y h o m e  a fte r  sp e n d in g  tim e  w ith  h e r  m o th e r , b ecau se  sh e  a c te d  o u t  so
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d ram atica lly : yellin g  a n d  sc rea m in g  a t  o th e r  ch ild ren , it to o k  a  few  d ay s  fo r  h e r  to  c a lm  dow n., 
aga in . H e r  a c t io n s  a n d  th e  sa d n e ss  in  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r ’s ey es  to ld  m e  o f  th e  re su lts  o f  h e r  stay  
w ith  m o m m y .

M y  d a u g h te r  h as  a  h is to ry  o f  v io len c e , a n d  I h a d  su sp ic io n s  th a t  sh e  w a s n ’t c a p a b le  o f  p ro v in g  
m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  w ith  a  lov in g , n u r tu r in g  e n v iro n m e n t. B u t I had  a lw a y s  k e p t h o p e .

S o  th e re  I w a s: 1 w a s  a  b ran d  n e w  g ra n d m o th e r  a lre a d y  w ith  “a-child-in-need.” I d o n ’t k n o w  
w h e re  th e  y e a rs  h av e  g o n e , b u t d u rin g  th a t  tim e , m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  w a s  p ro v id e d  a  n o rm a l life 
b e c a u se  o f  m y  e ld e r  d a u g h te r  a n d  h e r  fam ily , a n d  m e. A s th e  y e a rs  p a s se d , it ju s t  b ec am e  n a tu ra l 
th a t m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  w a s  a p a r t  o f  m y  e ld e r  d a u g h te r ’s  fam ily  a n d  m y  life a n d  in c lu d e d  in  o u r  
p lans: p la n s  fo r  th e  d ay , th e  w e e k , th e  m o n th , a n d  th e n  th e  y ea rs . T im e  s lio p ed  a w ay , an d  o u t o f  
lov in g  a n d  c a rin g , th e  e n d  re su lt o f  th a t  tim e  w a s  w e  g av e  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  a  n o rm a l h a p p y  life.

A t th e  tim e  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  s ta r te d  re p o r t in g  th e  a b u ses , I trie d  a d d re ss in g  th o s e  issu e s  w ith  
m y  d a u g h te r  b e c a u se  I h a d  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  w a y  th e  D F Y S  sy s te m  o p e ra te d  a n d  I d id n ’t w a n t 
m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  d u m p e d  in to  a n  a lre a d y  n o n -fu n c tio n in g  sy s tem . A n d  o f  c o u rs e , m y  d a u g h te r  
th re a te n e d  m e  w ith  th e  sy s te m  I fe a re d , te lling  m e  th a t  I b e t te r  be  c a re fu l b ec a u se  I h av e  no  
rig h ts . A n d  fro m  th a t  tim e  o n , w h e n  I a d d re s se d  th e  a b u se  issu e s  w ith  m y  d a u g h te r  sh e  
th re a te n e d  w ith h o ld in g  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  fro m  m e, a n d  a lso  th re a te n e d  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  to  
k ee p  s e c re ts  a b o u t w h a t w e n t o n  in h e r  h o m e , o r  sh e  w o u ld n ’t b e  a b le  to  se e  m e , g ra n d m a  again . 
M y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  b ecam e  c o n fu se d , b e c a u se  I h a d  a lw ay s b ee n  th e  p e rso n  w h o m  she  c o u ld  
co n fid e  in a n d  d ep e n d  o n , n o w  I w a s  g e ttin g  h e r  in  tro u b le .

T h e n  w h e n  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  w a s  d ro p p e d  o f f  o n  M o n d ay  m o rn in g s  fo r th e  w e e k , sh e  w o u ld  
sc o ld  m e , in h e r  o w n  y o u n g -w o rd s  te llin g  m e h o w  d isa p p o in te d  sh e  w a s  in m e g e ttin g  h er in 
tro u b le  w ith  h e r  m o m m y, a n d  th a t  sh e  c o u ld n ’t ta lk  to  m e  a n y m o re  m o m m y  to ld  h e r  n o t to  tell 
G ra n d m a  w h a t w a s  g o in g  o n . P e rh a p s  o n ly  an  h o u r  w o u ld  lap se , a n d  s h e ’d  te ll m e  w h a t w a s  
g o in g  o n  b ec au se  it h u rt h e r  and  sh e  n e e d e d  so m eo n e  to  c o n fid e  in.

So there I was, my granddaughter’s guardian angel, handcuffed by the system. I had all 
the responsibility of my granddaughter for seven years, but no authority. And a daughter 
very well versed in the fact that I had no rights.

L ast y ea r , I to o k  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  to  sc h o o l a lm o s t e v e ry d a y  a n d  v o lu n te e re d  in th e  c la ss ro o m  
a t lea s t th re e  tim es a  w e ek . I e v e n  g o t a  v o lu n te e r  a w ard . M y  e ld e r  d a u g h te r  and  I b ak ed  
c o o k ie s  fo r  e v e ry  ch ild  w h o  g ra d u a te d  in  all th e  k in d e rg a r te n  c la sse s  a t T a n a in a  E le m en ta ry  
S ch o o l. M y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  to p  s tu d e n ts  in  h e r  c la ss ro o m , a n d  sh e  lo o k e d  fo rw a rd  
to  and  d e p e n d e d  o n  m e p a rtic ip a tin g  in h e r  lea rn in g  a n d  h e r life.

O n  N o v e m b e r  5 ,2 0 0 0 ,  th e  re p o r ts  o f  a b u se  fro m  m y g ra n d d a u g h te r  g o t  so  b ad , a n d  th e  fa th e r  
w h o  h a d  re tu rn e d  to  A la sk a  in A u g u s t 2 0 0 0  w o u ld  d o  n o th in g  a f te r  m an y  p le as  fo r  h is  help  from  
m any  o u ts id e  p eo p le . H e  d id n ’t w a n t to  g e t invo lv ed , h e  sa id . S o , I w a s  fo rc e d  to  a d d re ss  th is 
issu e  w ith  m y  d a u g h te r , k n o w in g  h o w  risk y  it w a s  a n d  th e  c o n se q u e n c e s , b u t I c o u ld n ’t  ig n o re  
m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r ’s  p le as  fo r  h e lp , se e in g  h e r  d e sp e ra tio n , a n d  k n o w in g  h e r  h e lp le ssn ess .

O n  N o v e m b e r  5 , 2 0 0 0 ,1 tr ie d  to  d o  a n  in te rv e n tio n  w ith  m y  d a u g h te r . A fte r  re p e a te d  a tte m p ts  to  
s it d o w n  a n d  ta lk  w ith  h e r  to  n o  ava il, I finally  d em a n d e d  th a t sh e  m e e t w ith  m e. B u t th e  
in te rv e n tio n  b lew -u p  in  m y  face . S h e  b ro u g h t th e  fa th e r, a n d  a  frien d  o f  h e rs  f ro m  th e  S o c ia l
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S e rv ic e s  D e p a r tm e n t o n  a  S u n d a y , a n d  th e ir  sh o w in g  u p  w a s  ju s t  a n  e la b o ra te  sch em e  to  sq u e lc h  
a n y  o f  m y  e ffo r ts  to  re so lv e  th is , a n d  to  p ro te c t  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r . T h e  S o c ia l S e rv ice  w o rk e r , 
a n d  th e  fa th e r  th re a te n e d  m e: T o ld  m e  to  k ee p  m y  m o u th  sh u t. I re c o rd e d  th e  in te rv e n tio n  and  
h a d  it t ra n sc r ib e d  by  a  c o u r t  r e p o r te r  b ec a u se  it p ro v e d  n eg lig en ce  by  b o th  p a re n ts  a n d  th e  S o c ia l 
S e rv ic e s  w o rk e r .

T h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  m y  e ffo r ts  w a s  th a t  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  w a s  ta k e n  o u t  o f  m y  life.
Im m ed ia te ly , th e  p a re n ts  w e n t to  th e  s c h o o l and  re v o k e d  all m y  v o lu n te e r  p riv ileg es , a n d  a c c e ss  
to  a n y  o f  th e  c la ss ro o m s , a n d  I h a v e  n o t b ee n  a llo w ed  a c c e ss  to  v o lu n te e rin g  s in ce  th a t d a te . I 
h a v e  n o t  a llo w e d  m e to  se e  o r  ta lk  to  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  s in ce  D e c e m b e r 3 , 2 0 0 0 , w h e n  I w a s  
a llo w e d  to  see  h e r  6  h o u rs . M y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  w a s  fran tic  th e n , I c a n ’t  im agine  h o w  she  is d o in g  
n o w .

B a c k  w h e n  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  s ta r te d  ta lk in g , a n d  m y  d a u g h te r  w o u ld  c o m e  to  ta k e  h e r  fo r  th e  
w e e k e n d  o r  ' d ay , m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  a lw a y s  a sk e d  m e  an d  m a d e  su re  by  a sk in g  m e  w h e n  sh e  
w a s  c o m in g  b a c k  to  m y  h o u se . N o w , I c a n ’t  ta lk  to  h e r  o n  th e  p h o n e ; sh e  c a n ’t co m e  to  m y  
h o m e ; sh e  c a n ’t sp e n d  th e  n ig h t w ith  m e; I c a n ’t v o lu n te e r  in h e r  c la ss ro o m , all b ec au se  I tr ie d  to  
p ro te c t  h e r. T h a t’s  n o t e v e n  th e  b eg in n in g : m y g ra n d d a u g h te r  c an n o t se e  a n y o n e  w h o m  sh e  
d e p e n d e d  o n  a n d  lov es: h e r  a u n t u n c le , o r  n e w  co u s in . W e, h e r  fam ily , h av e  n o t b ee n  a llo w ed  
b y  th e  p a re n ts  to  h av e  a  T h a n k sg iv in g , C h ris tm as, c e le b ra te d  h e r  b irth d ay , o r  V a len tin es  D a y  
w ith  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r .

T h is  is n o t a  n o rm a l life fo r  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r . M y  g ra n d d a u g h te r ’s  life h as  b een  tu rn e d  u p sid e  
d o w n  b y  th e  p a re n ts  a n d  th e y  c o u ld  c a re  less  fo r  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r ’s  w e lfa re  o r  fee lings a s  lon g  
a s  th e y  h av e  c o n tro l  o v e r  th e  fam ily .

M y  d a u g h te r  w o rk s  fo r  th e  sy s te m  a n d  lives in th e  V alley . P a lm er/W asilla  is a  sm all com m u n ity , 
a n d  m y  d a u g h te r  h as  m an y  frien d s  w ith in  th e  so c ia l se rv ic es  d e p a r tm e n ts  in th e  V a lley  a n d  she  
h a s  b ee n  g iv e n  c o n fid en tia l in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t m y c o n ta c ts  w ith  th e  D F Y S  in th e  V alley . T h a t 
fac t a lo n e  h as  b een  th e  m o s t d a m a g in g  fa c to r  in m y  e ffo r ts  to  see  a n d  p ro te c t  m y g ra n d d a u g h te r .

A s  so  m an y  g ra n d p a re n ts  h a v e  d is c u s se d  in o u r  G ra n d p a re n ts  R ig h ts  O rg a n iz a tio n  (G R O ), th e  
m o s t h o p e le ss  a n d  h e lp le ss  fee ling  in  th e  w o rld , a f te r  lov in g , c a r in g  a n d  n u rtu rin g  o u r  
g ra n d c h ild re n , is w h e n  w e  a re  fo rce d  by o u r  ab u s iv e  ch ild ren  to  g o  to  th e  sy s te m  fo r help  a n d  th e  
re s p o n s e  is ALWAYS: i f  th e  child  is n o t  in im m ed iate  d a n g e r  r ig h t a t th a t v e ry  m o m en t, th e y  te ll 
u s  th e  ch ild  is sa fe . M ean in g  th a t th e  ch ild  is n o t in  a n  e m e rg e n c y  ro o m  w ith  in te rn a l d a m a g e s  o r  
b ro k e n  lim bs, o r  in  a  m o rg u e  w a itin g  to  be  iden tified  a t  th e  tim e  o f  re p o r tin g  th e  a b u se , b ec a u se , 
“ th e  ch ild  is n o t in  im m ed ia te  d a n g e r .”

I s till s tru g g le  w ith  th e  sy s te m , a n d  th e  p a re n ts  to  se e  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  w h o m  I h av e  n o t se e n  in 
5 m o n th s , n o w . I c a n ’t e v e n  th in k  a b o u t w h a t s h e ’s  g o n e  a n d  g o in g  th ro u g h . B u t, a c c o rd in g  to  
law , I h av e  n o  r ig h ts  to  k n o w  th a t.

HB 164 is th e  beg in n in g  e ffo rt th a t sh o u ld  be  m a d e  in se c u rin g  r ig h ts  fo r G ra n d p a re n ts  w h o  h av e  
b e e n  a c tiv e  in  ra is in g  th e ir  g ran d c h ild re n , o r  w o u ld  like to  h av e  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  k n o w  w h a t is 
h a p p e n in g  to  th e ir  g ran d ch ild ren . S in ce  w h e n  d id  th e  fam ily  u n it n o t inc lud e  G ra n d p a re n ts?  W e 
a re  s ick  o f  b e in g  lo o k e d  u p o n  a s  th e  re a so n  o u r  ch ild ren , th e  p a re n ts , a re  th e  w ay  th e y  a re , 
b e c a u se  th a t  is ju s t  n o t th e  tru th . T h e  m a jo rity  o f  G ra n d p a re n ts  in o u r  g ro u p  a re  e d u c a te d , 
lo v in g , a n d  c a rin g  p e o p le  w h o  h av e  lo v ed  th e ir  ch ild ren  a n d  n o w  th e ir  g ran d c h ild ren . W h a t w e
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se e  a s  th e  b eg in n in g  p ro b le m  w a s  th a t  w e  w e re  th e re  to o  m u c h  fo r o u r  ch ild ren , a n d  su p p o r te d  
th e m  a n d  g iv e n  th e m  to o  m u c h , a n d  w e  h a v e n ’t  e x p e c te d  a n y  th in g  in re tu rn  fo r  o u r  e ffo r ts . W e 
a re  h o rr if ie d  a n d  b e w ild e re d  th a t o u r  c h ild re n  c o u ld  d o  th is  to  u s  a n d  to  th e ir  o w n  ch ild ren .

A t th e  le a s t, G ra n d p a re n ts  sh o u ld  h av e  th e  r ig h t to  ra ise , o r  continue to  ra ise  th e ir  g ran d c h ild re n , 
a n d  sh o u ld  h a v e  k n o w le d g e  th a t o u r  g ra n d c h ild re n  a re  “c h ild re n -in -n e e d -o f-a id ”  a n d  n o t h a v e  
th e m  p u t in to  fo s te r  h o m e s . T o  m e , th a t  w o u ld  o n ly  b e  c o m m o n  sense .

I u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  m o ra ls , sc ru p le s , and  c o m m o n  se n se  c a n ’t b e  leg is la ted , b u t i t ’s tim e  th a t  th e y  " 
a re  fa c to re d  in  w h e n  leg is la tin g  law s  a b o u t  h u m a n  b e in g s, “o u r  g ra n d c h ild re n .” R e m e m b e r  th e se  
g ra n d c h ild re n  c o u ld  b e  o n e  o f  y o u rs  in a n o th e r  s ta te  o r  a n o th e r  to w n , and  th e  t ru th  a b o u t  th e ir  
w e lfa re  w ith h e ld  f ro m  y o u . I d o n ’t  k n o w  o n e  o f  y o u  h e re  to d a y  w h o  w o u ld n ’t  w a n t to  k n o w  th a t 
y o u r  g ra n d c h ild  w a s  b e in g  p la c e d  in a  fo s te r  h o m e  by  D F Y S  j u s t  so  th e y  c o u ld  g e t its  q u o ta  o f  
“child  n u m b e rs”  fo r  s ta te  a n d  fed e ra l fu n d s.

G o  h o m e  to n ig h t  a n d  lo o k  a t  y o u r  g ra n d c h ild re n , o r  ca ll th e m  o n  th e  p h o n e , a n d  w h e n  y o u  h e a r  
th e ir  sm all v o ic e s  k n o w  th a t th e y  c o u ld  b e  p la c e d  in a  fo s te r  h o m e  by  D F Y S , w ith o u t y o u r  
k n o w le d g e , o r  e v e n  th e  sy s te m  o b lig a te d  to  n o tify  y o u  th a t  y o u r  g ra n d c h ild re n  a re  in th e  sy s tem . 
W h e n  D F Y S  p la c e d  little  S te v e n  M u rra y  in  a  fo s te r  h o m e , h e  d id n ’t  h av e  a  v o ic e , a n d  n o w  h e ’s 
d ead .

O ffic ia ls f ro m  a g e n c y  level p e o p le  a ll th e  w a y  to  C o m m iss io n e r  K aren  P u rd u e  k n o w  e x ac tly  
w h a t is g o in g  o n  w ith  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r , a n d  d o  n o th in g  b e c a u se  s h e ’s  o n ly  a  “ P r io r ity  3 c a s e .” 
W ell I ’m  h e re  to  te ll e v e ry o n e  th a t  m y  g ra n d d a u g h te r  is a n d  a lw a y s  h as  b ee n  a  “ P r io r ity  1 c a se ” 
w ith  m e.

I t ’s  tim e  to  m o v e  D F Y S , its  ru le s , and  its  b u d g e  o u t o f  th e  w ay , g a th e r  o u r  m o ra ls , s c ru p le s , and  
c o m m o n  se n se  a n d  p u t g ra n d p a re n ts  b ack  in to  th e  fam ily  p ic tu re . W o u ld  w e  h av e  so  m any  
ch ild re n  in th e  sy s te m ?  W o u ld  w e  h av e  so  m u c h  v io len c e  in s c h o o ls?  W o u ld  w e  h av e  th e  
n u m b e r  o f  s c h o o l s h o o tin g s  i f  o u r  c h ild re n  a n d  g ra n d c h ild re n  h a d  rea l fam ilies to  g o  h o m e  to ?

I p ra y  fo r  a ll o u r  c h ild re n  a n d  g ra n d c h ild re n  th a t  w e  b eg in  to  m o v e  back  to  th e  fam ily  u n it, and  
H B  164 w ill b e  a  s te p  in th a t  d ire c tio n .

S in ce re ly , s

S h a ro n  L e e  S h ie ld s
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S h a r o n  L e e  S h i e l d s  
HC 02 B o x  7347  
P a l m e r , A l a s k a  99645 
(907) 7 4 5 - 3 6 0 6

R e f e r e n c i n g  a r t i c l e  G l e a s o n  a n d  f o s t e r  c a r e  i n  A l a s k a  

L e t t e r  t o  t h e  E d i t o r

I t ' s  t i m e  A l a s k a n s  d e a l  w i t h  a  m a j o r  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  b r o k e n - d o w n  f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e ,  
w h i c h  c e r t a i n l y  l e a d s  t o  s c h o o l  v i o l e n c e .  I t ' s  t i m e  t o  m o v e  DFYS,  i t s  b u d g e t ,  a n d  
i t s  d r i v e  f o r  n u m b e r s  ( c h i l d r e n )  o u t  o f  t h e  w a y  o f  w h a t  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  
t h e  c h i l d [ r e n ] .  F o s t e r  c a r e  i s  b i g  b u s i n e s s  i n  A l a s k a .  A m o n e y  d e a l  t h a t  l e a v e s  
a l l  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  g r a n d p a r e n t s  o u t  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  w h e n  
i t  c o m e s  t o  p l a c i n g  " a  c h i l d  i n  n e e d  o f  a s s i s t a n c e . "  A n d  b e l i e v e  me  t r a g e d i e s  
l i k e  t h i s  h a p p e n s  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  f a m i l i e s .

T h e r e  i s  a n  u p p e r  i n c o m e ,  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o u p l e  i n  J u n e a u .  T h e  w o m a n  h a s  a
d o c u m e n t e d  h i s t o r y  o f  v i o l e n c e  t o w a r d  c h i l d r e n ,  h e r  o w n  s t e p - c h i l d r e n ,  w i t h  p o l i c e
r e p o r t s ,  a n d  c o u r t  p r o c e e d i n g s .  A s t o u n d i n g l y ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  c o u r t  p r o c e e d i n g  
t h a t  c o u p l e  w e n t  o u t  a n d  g o t  a  f o s t e r  c a r e  l i c e n s e .

T h e  p o i n t  b e i n g  m a d e  i s :  U n d e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  l a w s  DFYS h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p l a c e  y o u r
f a m i l y  m e m b e r  o r  g r a n d c h i l d [ r e n ]  w h o  i s  " i n  n e e d  o f  a s s i s t a n c e "  i n  t h a t  f o s t e r  
h o m e  o r  a n o t h e r  o n e  j u s t  l i k e  i t ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  u n d e r  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  n o t i f y  o r  
p l a c e  t h a t  c h i l d f r e n ] w i t h  f a m i l y .

G r a n d p a r e n t s :  T h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  DFYS w i l l  p l a c e  y o u r  g r a n d c h i l d [ r e n ]  i n  a  f o s t e r  
h o m e  a n d  y o u  h a v e  n o  r i g h t s  w h a t s o e v e r  t o  y o u r  g r a n d c h i l d ,  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  
p l a c e m e n t  o r  e v e n  a f t e r  y o u  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  y o u r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  p l a c e d  a n d  
y o u  t r y  t o  g e t  t h e m  o u t  o f  f o s t e r  c a r e ,  a n d  b a c k  i n t o  y o u r  f a m i l y  u n i t .  U n d e r  t h e  
c u r r e n t  l a w s  ’' f a m i l y "  h a s  n o  r i g h t s  t o  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  DFYS h a s  a  
v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  k e e p i n g  y o u r  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  s y s t e m .  K n ow  t h e  f a c t s .  C a l l  y o u r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  t e l l  t h e m  t o  s u p p o r t  HB 1 6 4 .

S h a r o n  L e e  S h i e l d s  
P a l m e r ,  A l a s k a

G e t y o u r  F R E E  d o w n lo a d  o f  M S N  E x p lo re r  a t  h ttp :/ /e x p lo re r .m s n .c o m . 
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