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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

House of Representatives Slate Capitol, Room  216 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: (907)465-3725 
Fax: (907) 465-5334

Official Business
Office of  the Chief Clerk

Committee Report

Date:

The Honorable Brian Porter 
Speaker of the House 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 998C1

Dear Speaker Porter:

The Judiciary Committee has reviewed the qualifications of the following 
individual and recommends that her name be forwarded to a Joint Session for 
consideration:

A laska Jud ic ia l Council
Ms. Eleanor Andrews of Anchorage 

Appointed: 11/15/2000 Reappointed: 03/28/2001 Term Expires: 03/01/2007

R e p . K o o k e s h



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

House of Representatives
Office of  the Chief Clerk

Committee Report

Date: /VftPi' '7Pi'2J=^{

Slate C apitol, Room  216 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: (907) 465-3725 
Fax: (907) 465-5334

The Honorable Brian Porter 
Speaker o f the House 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Speaker Porter:

The Judiciary Committee has reviewed the qualifications o f the following 
individual and recommends that her name be forwarded to the House for 
consideration:

Violent C rim es C om pensation  B oard
Dr. Colleen M. Murphy o f Anchorage c 8 /o i/-Z £ 3C>3 >

Appointed: 08/27/1998 Reappointed: 12/29/2000 Term Expires: K££h5/2003

R ep . M e y e r  /

R ep . B e rk o w itz

Rep. Kookesh



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

House of Representatives Slate Capitol, Room 216 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: (907) 465-3725 
Pax: (907) 465-5334

Official Business
Office of  the Chief Clerk

Committee Report

Date: April ■ZD,7C£>I

The Honorable Brian Porter 
Speaker o f the House 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Speaker Porter:

The Judiciary Committee has reviewed the qualifications o f the following 
individual and recommends that her name be forwarded to the House for 
consideration:

Appointed: 03/04/1997 Reappointed: 12/29/2000 Term Expires: 1

C om m ission on Jud ic ia l C onduct
Ms. Ethel L. Staton of Sitka

Rep. Ogan R ep . K o o k e s h



J B B &  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

House of Representatives State Capitol, R oom  216
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Official Business Phone: (907) 465-3725
Office of  the Chief Clerk Fax: (907) 465-5334

M EM O R A N D U M

Date: April 3, 2001

To: Judiciary Committee

From: Suzi Lowell
C hief Clerk

Subject: Governor’s Appointments

Speaker Porter referred the following G overnor’s appointment to the Judiciary 
Committee:

A laska .judicial Council
Ms. Eleanor Andrews of Anchorage 

Appointed: 11/15/2000 Reappointed: 03/28/2001 Term  Expires: 03/01/2007

The resume and committee report are attached for your use.

Attachments as noted



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

House of Representatives State C apitol, Room 216 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: (907)465-3725 
Fax: (907) 465-5334

Official Business
Office of  the Chief Clerk

M EM O R A N D U M

Date: February 1. 2001

To: Judiciary Committee

From: Suzi Lowell p j ^
C hief Clerk

Subject: G overnor’s Appointments

Speaker Porter referred the following G overnor’s appointments to the Judiciary 
Committee:

Com m ission on Ju d ic ia l C onduct
Ms. Ethel L. Staton o f Sitka 

Appointed: 03/04/1997 Reappointed: 12/29/2000 Term Expires: 12/31/2004

Violent C rim es C om pensation  B oard
Dr. Colleen M. M urphy o f Anchorage 

Appointed: 08/27/1998 Reappointed: 12/29/2000 Term Expires: 12/15/2003

The resumes and committee reports are attached for your use.

Attachments as noted

A laska Ju d ic ia l C ouncil
Ms. Eleancr Andrews o f Anchorage 

Appointed: 11/15/2000 Term Expires: 05/18/2001



BB 1 i l l ' l l lll l lim i B I H  I'llll lllil l i W l i ' l ' l i W l l l i l i l i l l l

S la to n , E th e l L .
Ju d ic ia l  C o n d u c t, C o m m is s ic .i  on

ETH EL L .  STATON 
P . O .  BOX 8 2 9  
S IT K A -, ALASKA 9 9 8 3 B

PHONE FA ( 9 0 7 ]  7 4 7 . 7 8 8 6
' 9 0 7 )  7 4 7 - 3 4 3 5  WORK JANUARY 2 4 , 2 0 0 1

ETH EL L .  STA TO N  AN ALASKAN N A T IV E , BORN AND R A IS E D  IN  K E T C H IK A N ,
ONE OF F IV E  DAUGHTERS OF MABEL MATHER M JL O N IC H  AND RO BERT M IL O N IC H . 
MY MOTHER WAS T S JM S H IA N  AND ' MY. FATHER Y U G O SL A V IA N . I GRADUATED 
FROM K E T C H IK A N  H IG H  SCHOOL IN  1 9 4 3 .  I M ARRIED NORMAN E .  STA TO N  IN
1 9 4 4  AND HAD TWO C H IL D R E N , CANDACE BARGER, A R E A L T O R , AND NORMAN
STA TO N  J R ,  A' C O N SU LT A N T, F I V E  GRANDCHILDREN AND ONE GREAT G R A N D . 
D A U G H TER. MY HUSBAND OF F IF T Y -O N E  YEARS D IE D  IN  1 9 9 B .

WE MOVED TO S IT K A  IN  IB 5 5  TO O PEN  A RESTAURANT AND TO MAKE -S IT K A  
OUR HOME. THROUGH THE Y E A R S WE OWNED AND O PER A TED  SE V ER A L R E S T -  
A U R A N TS, C O C K T A IL  LO U N G E, M O T EL , R E N T A L S, A G IF T  AND JE W E L R Y  S T O R E . 
THE STO R E I S  IN  THE O L D E S T  B U IL D IN G  ON THE WEST COAST S T I L L  ST A N D ­
ING B U IL T  BY THE R U S S IA N S  IN  I 8 3 S .

I WAS ON THE IN T E R IM  BOARD OF THE S IT K A  N A T IV E A SSO C  1 A TJO N - CREATED 
BY THE ALASKA N A T IV E  C L A IM S  SETTLEM EN T ACT IN  I 0 7  I ,  THAT LED TO 
THE IN C O R PO R A T IO N  OF S H E E  AT 1K A , 1N C . , IN  1 9 74  . I HAVE BEEN  ON THE
BOARD FOR TW EN TY *SEV EN  Y E A R S , HAVING SERVED AS CHAIRM AN AND pU RR A N TLY  
THE CO RPO RA TE S E C R E T A R Y . SH E E  AT IKA HAS GROWN FROM I T ’ S IN C E P T IO N  
TO BECOME A S U C C E S S F U L  N A T IV E  C O R PO R A T IO N .

I SE R V E ON THE BOARD OF T R U S T E E S  f  OR SHELDON JA C K SO N  C O LLEG E AND 
THE S IT K A  COMMUNITY A D V ISO R Y  BOARD FOR HOLLAND A M ER IC A  L I N E ,  W E ST - 
O U R S , IN C .

SERV ED  S IV  Y EA RS ON THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS FOR THE ALASKA BAR 
A S S O C IA T IO N , P A S T  P R E S ID E N T  OF THE VETERAN OF F O R E IG N  WARS IN  
K E T C H IK A N , P A S T  P R E S ID E N T  OF S IT K A  EMBLEM C LU B , P A S T  P R E S  I DENT 
OF BETA SIG M A  P H I . ,  AND A MEMBER OF S T . P E T E R S  E P IS C O P A L  C H U R C H . 
MY GRANDFATHER WAS THE F I R S T  N A T IV E  E P IS C O P A L  P R I E S T  O R D A IN E D  IN  
A L A S K A .



A n d rew s, E le a n o r  
Ju d ic ia l C o u n c il, A la sk a

E le a n o r  A n d r e w s  P r e s id e n t  &  C E O  
T h e  A n d r e w s  G r o u p ,  I n c .

SL fra * - L/T*-* O L ' N '  •

E le a n o r  A n d re w s  in c o rp o ra te d  T h e  A n d re w s  G ro u p  In c ., in  1987. S h e  c u rre n tly  

h o ld s  o p e ra tio n  and  m a n a g e m e n t se rv ic e s  c o n tra c ts  th a t p ro v id e  lo g is tic s  su p p o rt  se rv ic e s  

to  th e  U .S . A rm y  a n d  U .S . A ir  F o rc e  A la sk a  a n d  o th e r  fed e ra l a n d  p r iv a te  se c to r  c lie n ts  in 

A la s k a  a n d  lo c a tio n s  in  th e  lo w e r  48  s ta te s . In  a d d itio n , sh e  h as  e x p a n d ed  h e r  b u s in e s s  to 

in c lu d e  c o -o w n e rs h ip  o f  fo u r jo in t  v e n tu re s : T A G /D a ta F lo w  e n g a g ed  in  in fo rm a tio n  

te c h n o lo g y  se rv ic e s ;  K o o sn iic  p ro v id in g  fa c il i tie s  o p e ra tio n  and su p p o rt; C D C /T A G  

e n g a g e d  in  b a s e  o p e ra tin g  se rv ic e s  -  p a r t ic u la r ly  fa m ily  h o u s in g  m a in te n a n c e  se rv ic e s ; 

a n d  A L C O N , e n g a g e d  in  g en e ra l c o n s tru c tio n .

P r io r  to  s ta r t in g  T h e  A n d re w s  G ro u p  In c ., A n d re w s  se rv e d  b e tw e e n  1983 and  

19 8 6  a s  th e  D e p u ty  C o m m is s io n e r  an d  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  A d m in is tra tio n  fo r  th e  s ta te  o f  

A la s k a . In  th is  p o s i tio n  sh e  w a s  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  d e v e lo p in g  p o lic ie s  and  p ro v id in g  

a d m in is t r a t iv e  s u p p o r t  fo r the  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t a n d  m a n a g e d  22 d iv is io n s  w ith  1200 

e m p lo y e e s  w ith  an  a n n u a l o p e ra tin g  b u d g e t o f  o v e r  S 2 5 0  m illio n  d o lla rs , and  th e  s ta te  o f  

A la s k a ’s  m u n ic ip a l  g ra n t b u d g e t.

P r io r  to  h e r  te n u re  w ith  th e  s ta te , A n d re w s  se rv e d  as th e  d ire c to r  o f  h u m a n  

re s o u rc e s  fo r  the  M u n ic ip a lity  o f  A n c h o ra g e  in  1982. In  th is  p o s itio n , sh e  w a s  

r e s p o n s ib le  fo r p o lic y  d e v e lo p m e n t and  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  the  m u n ic ip a l i ty ’s la b o r



re la t io n s , eq u a l e m p lo y m e n t o p p o r tu n ity , p e rso n n e l, tra in in g  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t, r e c o rd s  

a n d  b e n e f its  p ro g ra m s  fo r m o re  th a n  3 ,5 0 0  em p lo y ees .

O th e r  c a re e r  h ig h lig h ts  in c lu d e  p o s itio n s  as a  la b o r  re p re s e n ta t iv e  fo r  th e  

In te rn a tio n a l B ro th e rh o o d  o f  E le c tr ic a l  W o rk e rs , a n d  th e  A la s k a  P u b l ic  E m p lo y e e s  

A ss o c ia tio n . A n d re w s  a lso  w o rk e d  as a c o u n se lo r  at M c L a u g h lin  Y o u th  C e n te r .

M s. A n d re w s  h as  re c e iv e d  se v e ra l a w a rd s  fo r  h e r  o u ts ta n d in g  s e rv ic e  in  th e  

c o m m u n ity  to in c lu d e  h e r  m o s t re c e n t a c c o lad e , th e  1 99 8  U .S . S m a ll B u s in e s s  

A s s o c ia t io n ’s S m all B u s in e s s  P e rso n  o f  the  Y e a r  fo r A la sk a . O th e r  a w a rd s  in c lu d e  1 995  

A T H E N A  a w ard  in  re c o g n it io n  fo r h e r  o u ts ta n d in g  le a d e rsh ip , e x c e l le n c e  a n d  d e d ic a tio n  

to  p ro m o tin g  w o m e n  in  b u s in e s s  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  c o m m u n ity . S h e  is  th e  re c ip ie n t  

o f  th e  1994  Y W C A  W o m a n  o f  A c h ie v e m e n t A w ard .

M s. A n d re w s  v o lu n te e rs  h e r  tim e  on  n a tio n a l, c i ty  a n d  s ta te w id e  b o a rd s  

in c lu d in g ; the  s ta te  a n d  n a tio n a l S m all B u s in e ss  A d m in is t ra t io n ’s  S m a ll B u s in e s s  

D e v e lo p m e n t C e n te r  A d v is o ry  B o a rd s , th e  A n c h o ra g e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e rc e , 

A n c h o ra g e  M u tu a l H o u s in g  A sso c ia tio n , C o m m o n w e a lth  N o r th , P ro v id e n c e  H e a lth  

S y s te m s  F o u n d a tio n , and  th e  a d v iso ry  b o a rd  o f  the  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  A la s k a  A n c h o ra g e  S h e  

is a lso  a  M e m b e r  o f  th e  A n c h o ra g e  E a s t  R o ta ry .

A n d re w s  a tte n d e d  C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  a n d  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a , 

A n c h o ra g e .

- T h e  j W r t W *  G r w f M -  
po t i ox  14IP4S

O lv u -h o ra n -e . &K- ^  $-*-0- 
L /lc p h  ; lW ? t /



M u rp h y , C o lle e n  M .
V io le n t C rim e s  C o m p e n s a tio n  
B o a rd

Colleen Murphy, MD, FACOG

Work Address:
3260 Providence Drive 
Suite 522
Anchorage, Alaska, 99508

E d u ca t io n  BJ5 1977, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

Graduated cum laude

1977-1978, One year s:udy abroad program in Aix-en-Provence, France

M.D. 1981, Wayne State University of Medicine, Detroit, Michigan 

Graduated with disti .cticn, elected to Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society

Internship in Family Practice 1982 

St. John Hospital, Detroit, Michigan

Residency in Obstetrics & Gynecology 1984-1987

Good Samaritan Medical Center, Phoenix, Arizona

Galloway Fellowship, 9/86-10/86, Sloan-Kettering Hospital, New York City

Professional 10/99 to present Alaska Women's Health Service

Experience
Obstetrician-Gynecologist 

6/99 Fort Dix. New Jersey- Operation Refuge

Obstetrician-Gynecologist: Kosovar relief

1



5/97- 3/99 Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium

Board Certification

Professional
Memberships

Women's Health Consultant 

8/87- 2/98 Alaska Native Medical Center

Obstetrician-Gynecologist 

Chief of Department 7/93-4/96 

President of Medical Staff 6/97-6/98

8/82-6/84 Truk Stale Hospital: 2 year NHSC scholarship

Chief of Pediatrics

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists

o Initial Certification 1989 
■ Re-cerrtified 1998. 2000

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 

Alaska State Medical Association

American Medical Women's Association

Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society

American Institute of Ultrasound Medicine

American Society of Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology

American Society of Gynecologic Laproscopy

International Association of Voluntary Sterilization

North American Menopause Society

2



Community
A ctiv it ies

M ilita ry Expe rience

A w a rd s

R e fe ren ces
A va ilab le

Upon Request

Captain, Commissioned Corps, US Public Health Service 

Served 8/82-7/99

Alaska Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program 

Alaska Emergency Contraception Project 

Planned Parenthood- Alaska Medical Board 

Violent Crimes Compensation Board

Public Health Service Award 1983

Isolated Hardship Award 1984

Unit Commendation Award 1990

Achievement Medal 1991

Unit Commendation Award 1996

YWCA Woman of Achievement Honoree 1998

Outstanding Service Medal 1998

Distinguished Service Award 1998

Unit Commendation Award 1999



1

T h e  ju d ic ia l  c o u n c il  sha ll c o n s is t  o f  se v en  m e m b e rs . T h re e  a tto rn e y  m e m b e rs  sh a ll b e  
a p p o in te d  fo r  s ix -y e a r  te rm s by  the  g o v e rn in g  b o d y  o f  th e  o rg a n iz e d  s ta te  b a r . T h re e  n o n -a tto rn e y  
m e m b e rs  sh a ll be  a p p o in te d  fo r  s ix -y e a r  te rm s  by  th e  g o v e rn o r  su b jec t to  c o n f irm a tio n  by  a 
m a jo rity  o f  the  m e m b e rs  o f  the  le g is la tu re  in jo in t  se ss io n . V a ca n c ie s  sh a ll b e  f ille d  fo r  the  
u n e x p ire d  te rm  in l ik e  m a n n er. A p p o in tm e n ts  sh a ll be  m a d e  w ith  d u e  c o n s id e ra tio n  to  a re a  
re p re se n ta tio n  and  w ith o u t reg a rd  to  p o litic a l a ff ilia tio n . T h e  c h ie f  ju s t ic e  o f  th e  su p re m e  c o u rt 
sh a ll b e  e x -o f f ic io  th e  se v e n th  m e m b e r  and  c h a irm a n  o f  the  ju d ic ia l  c o u n c il. N o  m e m b e r  o f  th e  
ju d ic ia l  c o u n c il , e x c e p t th e  c h ie f  ju s t ic e , m ay  h o ld  any  o th e r  o ffic e  o r p o s itio n  o f  p ro f it  u n d e r  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  o r  the  S ta te . T h e  ju d ic ia l  c o u n c il sh a ll act by  c o n c u rre n c e  o f  fo u r  o r m o re  m e m b e rs  
and  a c c o rd in g  to  ru le s  w h ich  it ad o p ts .

S e c t io n  8 . J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l .

NOTES TO DECISIONS

"Te rm ". - With the exception of Alaska Const., art. IV, §§ 4 and 13, wherever "term" or "service at the 
pleasure o f " appears in the constitutional text originally adopted, the reference is to a period of service for 
a particular office. Buckalew v. Holloway, 604 P.2d 240 (Alaska 1979).

Mean ing o f phrase "po s itio n o f p ro fit" . - See Begich v. Jefferson, 441 P.2d 27 (Alaska 1968).

And its in ten t. - The term "position of profit" was intended to prohibit all other salaried 
non-temporary employment under the United States or the State of Alaska. Begich v. Jefferson, 441 P.2d 
27 (Alaska 1968).

A pp lied in Acevedo v. City of N. Pole, 672 P.2d 130 (Alaska 1983).

Q uoted in Delahay v. State, 476 P.2d 908 (Alaska 1970).

C ited in Division of Elections v. Johnstone, 669 P.2d 537 (Alaska 1983); Abood v. Gorsuch, 703 
P.2d 1158 (Alaska 1985).

Section 9. Additional Duties.

T h e  ju d ic ia l  c o u n c il  sh a ll c o n d u c t s tu d ie s  fo r  im p ro v em en t o f  the  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  ju s t ic e , 
a n d  m a k e  re p o r ts  and  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  to  the  su p re m e  co u rt and  to  the  le g is la tu re  at in te rv a ls  o f  
n o t m o re  th a n  tw o  y ea rs . T h e  ju d ic ia l  c o u n c il sh a ll p e rfo rm  o th e r  d u ties  a ss ig n e d  by  law .

•> 2(H)! by The Stale ul Alaska and Mallhcw Bender U Company. Inc., .. member of ihc Lc&ivNcxis® Croup. All lights reserved
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S e c . ] 8 .6 7 .0 2 0 . V io le n t  C r im e s  C o m p e n s a t io n  B o a r d .

(a) T h e re  is  th e  V io le n t C r im e s  C o m p e n sa tio n  B o a ^  in th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty  
c o m p o se d  o f  th re e  m e m b e rs  to  be a p p o in te d  b y  the  g o .  ^ n o r .  O n e  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  sh a ll be 
d e s ig n a te d  as c h a irm a n  by  the  g o v e rn o r . A t lea st o n e  m e m b e r  m u s t b e  a  m e d ic a l o r  o s te o p a th ic  
p h y s ic ia n  lic e n se d  to  p ra c tic e  in  th is  s ta te  a n d  o n e  m e m b e r  m u s t b e  an a tto rn e y  l ic e n se d  to 
p ra c tic e  in  th is  s ta te .

(b ) M e m b e rs  o f  th e  b o ard  se rv e  s ta g g e re d  te rm s  o f  th ree  y ea rs . A ll v a c a n c ie s , e x c e p t  th ro u g h  
th e  e x p ira t io n  o f  te rm , sh a ll be  f illed  fo r  th e  u n e x p ire d  te rm  o n ly .

(c) E a c h  m e m b e r  o f  th e  b o a rd  is e lig ib le  fo r re a p p o in tm e n t an d  se rv e s  a t th e  p le a s u re  o f  the  
g o v e rn o r.

(d ) A  m e m b e r  o f  th e  b o ard  m ay  be  re m o v e d  b y  th e  g o v e rn o r  fo r  in e ff ic ie n c y , n e g le c t o f  d u ty , 
o r  m a lfe a s a n c e  in o ff ic e  a fte r  d u e  n o tic e  a n d  h e a rin g .

(e) M e m b e rs  o f  th e  b o ard  re c e iv e  n o  sa la ry , b u t a re  e n title d  to  p e r  d ie m  a n d  tra v e l e x p e n se s  
a u th o r iz e d  b y  la w  fo r  o th e r  b o a rd s .

(f) T h e  b o a rd  m ay  ap p o in t o n e  o r  m o re  h e i ' i n g  o ff ic e rs , w h o  m u st b e  lic e n se d  to  p ra c tic e  
law  in th e  s ta te , to  c o n d u c t h e a rin g s  an d  tak e  te s tim o n y  in  p ro c e e d in g s  u n d e r  th is  c h a p te r , bu t 
fina l d e te rm in a tio n s  o f  a n y  m a tte r  sh a ll b e  o n ly  by  th e  b o a rd . A  h e a r in g  o f f ic e r  a c tin g  u n d e r  th is 
se c tio n  sh a ll  rep o rt f in d in g s  o f  fac t a n d  c o n c lu s io n s  o f  law  to  th e  b o a rd , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  re a so n s  
fo r the  f in d in g s  a n d  c o n c lu s io n s . T h e  b o a rd  sh a ll ac t o n ly  a fte r  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  th e  re p o r t  and 
o th e r  e v id e n c e  th a t it c o n s id e rs  a p p ro p ria te .

(g) T h e  b o a rd  m ay  a p p o in t a n d  fix  th e  d u tie s  o f  p e rso n n e l n e c e s sa ry  fo r  c a rry in g  o u t its 
fu n c tio n s  u n d e r  th is  c h a p te r.

(§ 1 ch  2 0 3  S L A  1972; am  § 2 ch  132 S L A  1975 ; am  § 1 ch  87 S L A  1978 ; a m  § 38  c h  3 7  S L A  
1986; am  § 2 8  ch  3 0  S L A  1992)

E ffec t o f am endments . The 1992 amendment, effective May 16, 1992, substituted "A member" for 
"Each member of the board is eligible for reappointment and any" in subsection (d).

O 2IKII hy The Stale of Alaska and Matthew Bender & Company, Inc., a member of the Lcxis-Ncxis® Group. All rights reserved



1

T h e  C o m m iss io n  o n  Ju d ic ia l C o n d u c t sh a ll c o n s is t  o f  n in e  m e m b e rs , as fo llo w s : th ree  
p e rso n s  w h o  a re  ju s t ic e s  o r  ju d g e s  o f  s ta le  c o u rts , e le c te d  by  the  ju s t ic e s  and  ju d g e s  o f  s ta te  
c o u rts ; th ree  m e m b e rs  w h o  h a v e  p ra c tic e d  law  in th is  s ta te  fo r  ten  y ea rs , a p p o in te d  b y  the  
g o v e rn o r  fro m  n o m in a tio n s  m a d e  by  the  g o v e rn in g  b o d y  o f  th e  o rg a n iz e d  b a r  and  su b je c t to  
c o n f irm a tio n  by  a  m a jo rity  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  le g is la tu re  in jo in t  se ss io n ; a n d  th re e  p e rs o n s  
w h o  are  n o t ju d g e s , re tire d  ju d g e s , o r  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  s ta te  b a r , app o in te  d  b y  th e  g o v e rn o r  a n d  
su b jec t to  c o n f irm a tio n  b y  a m a jo r ity  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  le g is la tu re  in  jo in t  se s s io n . In 
ad d itio n  to  b e in g  su b je c t to  im p e a c h m e n t u n d e r S e c tio n  12 o f  th is  a rtic le , a  ju s t ic e  o r  ju d g e  m ay  
be  d isq u a lif ie d  fro m  a c tin g  as su c h  and  m ay  b e  su sp e n d e d , re m o v e d  f ro m  o ff ic e , re tire d , o r  
c e n su re d  b y  th e  su p re m e  c o u rt u p o n  the  re c o m m e n d a tio n  o f  th e  c o m m iss io n . T h e  p o w e rs  and  
d u tie s  o f  th e  c o m m iss io n  and  th e  b a se s  fo r  ju d ic ia l  d isq u a lif ic a tio n  sh a ll b e  e s ta b lish e d  b y  law .

Cross references. For provisions on the powers and duties of the Commission on Judicial Conduct, 
see AS 22.30.011.

por proceedings when a successful candidate for judicial retention or the campaign treasurer or 
deputy campaign treasurer of such a candidate has been convicted of a violation of the state election 
campaign laws, see AS 15.13.120(f)(8).

E ffec t o f am endments . The amendment effective October 11, 1968 (5th Legislature's 2d FCCS 
SCS CSHJR 74 (1968)) rewrote this section to establish the commission and provide for "disqualification" 
of judges. Formerly, this section dealt only with incapacity and retirement of judges.

The amendment, effective December 24, 1982 (12th Legislature's CSHJR 32 (Jud) am S (1981)), 
substituted "Conduct" for "Qualifications" following "Commission on Judicial," substituted "three persons 
who are justices or judges of the state courts" for "one justice of the supreme court" preceding "elected by 
the justices," substituted "and judges of the state courts" for "of the supreme court; three judges of the 
superior court, elected by the judges of the superior court; one judge of the district court, elected by the 
judges of the district court" following "elected by the justices," substituted "three" for "two" preceding 
"members who ha^e practiced law," added "governor from nominations made by the" preceding 
"governing body of the organized bar," added "and subject to confirmation by a majority of the members of 
the legislature in joint session" following "governing body of the organized bar" and substituted "three" for 
"two" preceding "persons who are not judges."

S e c t io n  10. C o m m is s i o n  o n  J u d i c i a l  C o n d u c t .

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Basis o f 1968 amendment. * The Alaska Commission on Judicial Qualifications (now Commission on 
Judicial Conduct) was created by a constitutional amendment which became effective in 1968. This 
amendment is based on a 1966 revision of the judicial article of the California Constitution. In re Hanson, 
532 P.2d 303 (Alaska 1975).

Scope o f com m iss ion 's powers . - This section only empowers the commission to recommend 
sanctions to the Alaska Supreme Court. Granting the commission the authority to impose sanctions is not 
permitted. In re Inquiry Concerning A Judge, 762 P.2d 1292 (Alaska 1988).
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Ultim ate au tho rity vested in suprem e cou rt. - This section vests in the supreme court the 
ultimate authority in disciplinary matters affecting the judiciary. In re Hanson, 532 P.2d 303 (Alaska 1975).

This section and AS 22.30.070(c) unambiguously establish the supreme court of Alaska as the body 
entrusted with the ultimate dispositive decision in a judicial qualifications matter. In re Hanson, 532 P.2d 
303 (Alaska 1975).

Power o f suprem e cou rt to sanction judge under th is section . - Concerning the subject of 
sanctions this section and AS 22.30.070(c)(2) provide that upon recommendation of the Commission on 
Judicial Conduct the supreme court of Alaska may suspend, remove, retire or censure a judge. In re 
Robson, 500 P.2d 657 (Alaska 1972).

Supreme cou rt is to exerc ise independen t judgm en t. - Normally considerable weight will be 
accorded to a given recommendation from the Commission on Judicial Qualifications (now Commission 
on Judicial Conduct), if supported by an adequate factual basis. Nevertheless, both this section and AS 
22.30.070(c)(2) clearly establish that the supreme court of Alaska is to exercise its independent judgment 
in determining an appropriate sanction, if any, as to any recommendation made by the commission. In re 
Robson, 500 P.2d 657 (Alaska 1972).

The supreme court's scope of review in a judicial qualifications proceeding should be that of an 
independent evaluation of the evidence. In re Hanson, 532 P.2d 303 (Alaska 1975).

And canno t adop t comm iss ion 's sanc tion recomm enda tions au tom a tica lly . - It would be 
tantamount to an abdication of its constitutional and statutory obligations if the supreme court were to 
adopt the sanction recommendations of the Commission on Judicial Qualifications (now Commission on 
Judicial Conduct) automatically. In re Robson, 500 P.2d 657 (Alaska 1972).

S ubs tan tia l ev idence tes t employed in rev iew ing com m iss ion 's fin d in g s o f fac t. - Regarding 
the scope of review which the supreme court should exercise in reviewing findings of fact of the 
Commission on Judicial Qualifications (now Commission on Judicial Conduct), there is no reason to 
depart from the substantial evidence test which has heretofore been employed in reviewing matters 
coming to the supreme court from administrative agencies and other governmental bodies. In re Robson, 
500 P.2d 657 (Alaska 1972).

Review o f comm iss ion 's recomm enda tion is broade r than subs tan tia l ev idence c rite r io n . -
Under the discretionary grant of power to the supreme court under this section and AS 22.30.070(c)(2), 
supreme court review of a particular recommendation by the commission is necessarily broader than the 
substantial evidence criterion adopted for review of findings of fact made by the commission. In re 
Robson, 500 P.2d 657 (Alaska 1972).

Duties o f suprem e cou rt in cases conce rn ing pun ishm en t o f judge . - In every case concerning 
the suspension, removal, retirement or censorship of a judge, the supreme court must insure that 
procedural due process has been accorded the judicial officer proceeded against and that requisite 
findings of fact have been made and are supported by substantial evidence. The supreme court is further 
obligated to decide whether the commission's recommended sanction is justified by the record and is in 
accord with the objectives of the commission as reflected in the relevant constitutional and statutory 
provisions. In re Robson, 500 P.2d 657 (Alaska 1972).

Im pos itio n o f more se rious sanction than censure . - Where judicial conduct which had been 
prejudicial to the administration of justice and had brought the judicial office into disrepute, was weighed 
against the relative judicial inexperience of petitioner at the time, the supreme court concluded that 
imposition of a more serious sanction than censure would be inappropriate. In re Robson, 500 P.2d 657 
(Alaska 1972).

Supreme cou rt sanc tion dec is ion made part o f pub lic record . - Where the actions of a judge
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were serious enough infractions to justify its following the censure recommendation of the Commission on 
Judicial Qualifications (now Commission on Judicial Conduct), the supreme court was of the opinion that 
given the necessity for the creation of such a commission and the need for enforcement of standards of 
judicial conduct and canons of judicial ethics, these ends were more fully served by making of record its 
sanction decision. By making its sanction part of the public record, the supreme court believed that the 
public's confidence would be maintained, both in the workings of the commission and in the ability of the 
judicial branch of government to insure its continued integrity. In re Hobson, 500 P.2d 657 (Alaska 1972).

A pp lied in Buckalew v. Holloway, 604 P.2d 240 (Alaska 1979).

Quoted in Delahay v. State, 476 P.2d 908 (Alaska 1970).

C ited in Abood v. Gorsuch, 703 P.2d 1158 (Alaska 1985); In re Johnstone, 2 P.3d 1226 (Alaska 
2000).

Colla te ra l re ferences. 46 Am,Jur.2d, Judges, §§ 18 to 20.

48A C.J.S., Judges, §§ 35-52.

Confidentiality of proceedings or reports of judicial inquiry board or commission. 5 ALR4th 730.
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