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re\xlxghj‘sswn SB 21, Fines by the State Medical Board
cklan
ew%
le(?r%g A | introduced SB 21 to increase the monetary sanction that the State Medical Board may
|| impose on a licensee upon a finding of professional or ethical misconduct. The bill
qﬁk increases the maximum penalty from the $10,000 limit that is currently in statute to
a{n $25,000.
own
Vlk By | feel the justification for SB 21 is twofold. First, I believe that the maximum sanction of
Ian $10,000 does not provide a sufficient monetary deterrent, given the economic status of
many licensees. Most often, the seventy of the penalty is in no manner equivalent to the
damage caused in extreme cases of misconduct. Furthermore, the $10,000 limit has not
ekbue been changed since it was first enacted 14 years ago.
%un InkVIIIage A second reason for SB 21 is the increasing costs that the board is experiencing in its
caseload management of misconduct allegations. If is not unusual for the costs of a
0(%{1 rEute misconduct determination to exceed the $10,000 penalty limit. Since the activities of the
ohie board are wholly supported by licensure fees and fines, increased costs of operation usually
oorvik translate into license fee increases. SB 21 offers a second way to meet increasing caseload
u| Sut costs. It expands the board’s cost recovery ability through increased fines. In practice
%< Hgiu% then, the financial burden for this regulatory activity may be shifted more from the general
30m PODGn membership to the wrongdoers themselves.
Doin
avoong Currently, the board has 188 cases that are open for potential investigation and adjudication
C T( NBay by the Division of Occupational Licensing. During calendar year 2000, 130 new cases
ﬁgoohk were opened and 133 closed. This effort resulted in 35 disciplinary actions against medical
ef board licensees. In fiscal year 2000, the costs of pursuing misconduct charges exceeded
$160,000.
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CKlan
ev§< MEMORANDUM
Eern _
Lomede To:  Representative Dyson, cjh
||m House HESS Committiee!
oq k §j
m/m From: Senator Olson 0’
Bay
an|k Re: Hearing request for SB 21, Fines by the State Medical Board.
|ana . . . :
%w( | would appreciate the scheduling of SB 21 for a HESS committee hearing at your
% b earliest convenience. Attached is my sponsor statement and other information. |
Zi Ue believe the medical professions are supportive of this legislation and am unaware of
Qféf( uk any opposition. If you need further information or have concerns, please call me or
oun%ln Village  my staff,
\O%Q ’E“te Thank you for considering this request.
0me.
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2001 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
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Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version: SB 21
() Publish Date:
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Jenniler Strickler. Administrativo Manager

00
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ount ol civil fine that may be imposed by the State Medical Board as a disciplin

00 00 00 00
| | |
00 00 00 00
(Thousands of Dollars
00 00 00 0.0|
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Date/Time 01/19/2001  1:250m
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Tony Knowles, Governor
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January 19, 2001
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Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol
Juneau AK 99811

At its meeting of January 18, 2001, the Alaska State Medical Board reviewed
Senate Bill21 which would increase the maximum amount of civil fines that could
be imposed by the board from $10,000 to $25,000. The board voted
unanimously to support this bill.

The board appreciates the consideration of the members of legislature in this
matter and hopes the bill will receive speedy and favorable action.

3 . M .t>0

Sarah A. Isto, MD
Chair
Alaska Sfate Medical Board

"Promoting a healthy economy and strong communities”
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PLEASE PRINT:
NAME

Barb Brink

Steve Dunnagan

ADDRESS (MAILING & ZIP)

900 W 5*, Anchorage 99501
5700 E Tudor Rd, Anchorage 99507

REPRESENTING
AK Public Defender

Dept. Public Safety

DO YOU WANT
TO TESTIFY?
Y or N

Y-HB 114

Ans ?s if needed



Journal Text for SB21 in the 22nd Legislature http:/Awww.Icgis.statc.ak.us/basis/gct]....asp?session=22&billI=SB21&m=0353&lise=S

Journal Text H

02-13-2001 Senate Journal 0353
mB 21
The Finance Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 21 "An Act
increasing the maximum civil fine that may be imposed by the State
Medical Board as a disciplinary sanction”™ and recommended the
adoption of the following Finance Committee Letter of Intent:
Letter of Intent for SB 21
It is the intent of the Legislature that the size of fines
typically imposed for minor, noncompliance
infractions remain unaffected by the enactment of SB
21.
It is the intent of the Legislature that the size of fines
typically imposed for serious and consequential
violations of ethical and professional misconduct be
increased. )/

Signing do pass: Senators Donley, Kelly, Cochairs, Senators Green,
Austerman, Hoffman, Olson, Wilken, Leman, Ward.

The following previously published fiscal information applies:
Fiscal Note No. 1, zero, Department of Community and Economic

Development

The bill was referred to the Rules Committee.

Bill Root: | Display Bill Root

BASIS HAS BEEN RE-PROGRAMMED THIS YEA?.
TO REPORT PROBLEMS WITH BASIS INQUIRY

Return to Basis Main Menu (22nd Legislature)
Return to Legislature Home Page
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MOUSE COMMITTEE REPOPA g0 v

/)
E)ate Referred to Committee: February’ 19, 2001 FURTHER REFERRALS: flud

Date of Committee Action:
The HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: SB21
SENATE BILL NO. 21 FINES BY THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD

"An Act increasing the maximum civil fine that may be imposed by the State Medical Board as a disciplinary
sanction."

Recommends it be replaced with__~ CS o )1 \Same Title [ ]New Title
For Senate Bills with new title: f ] Technical Title  { J New Title: HCR_

[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral to Committee
[ ] Letter of Intent Committee
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DATE: February 27,2001
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SITE: ANCHORAGE

COMMITTEE:
House H.E.S.S.

DATE: 2-27-2001
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SB 21
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