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I would like to respectfully request that CSSB 11 (FIN) be scheduled for a hearing before 
the House Health, Education & Social Services Committee at the committee’s earliest 
convenience.

SB 11 requires a parent or guardian who elects to enroll a child in first grade at the age of 
six to maintain the child in attendance. SB 11 does not take away the parent’s option of 
enrolling a child in public, private or home schooling. In addition to ensuring a child 
receives all the proven benefits of earlier education, SB 11 also addresses a problem 
created in the classroom when a parent enrolls his or her child in school at the age of 6 
but only sends that child to school sporadically until required to do so by state law at age 
7. Lowering the mandatory attendance age to 6 will both improve education 
opportunities for the student and minimize disruptions to the rest of the classroom.

Probable supporters include teachers and school principals.

Thank you.
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CSSB 11 (FIN) "An Act relating to required  school attendance; and p rov id in g

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

SB  11 re q u ire s  a p a re n t  o r  g u a rd ia n  w h o  e lec ts  to  e n ro ll a  ch ild  in  first g ra d e  a t  th e  age  o f  six  
to  m a in ta in  th e  ch ild  in  a tte n d a n c e . I t  d o es  n o t  tak e  aw ay th e  p a re n t 's  o p t io n  o f  c h o o s in g  
p u b lic , p r iv a te  o r  h o m e  sch o o lin g . I t  a lso  d o e s  n o t  tak e  aw ay th e  o p t io n  o f  en ro llin g  a ch ild  
in  K in d e rg a r te n  a t age  5 o r  6 . F inally , it d o e s  n o t  tak e  aw ay any  o f  th e  e x e m p tio n s  fo r  
a llo w ab le  a b se n c e s  c u rre n tly  p ro v id e d  u n d e r  ex is tin g  law .

R e se a rc h  in d ic a te s  th a t earlie r e d u c a tio n  is ben efic ia l, an d  in fac t m o s t  c h ild re n  in A la sk a  a re  
e n ro lle d  by  th e  age o f  6 . H o w e v e r , a sm all p e rc e n ta g e  o f  s tu d e n ts  w h o  a re  e n ro lle d  d o  n o t  
ac tu a lly  a t te n d  o n  a reg u la r b asis  b e c a u se  s ta te  law  d o es  n o t  re q u ire  a t te n d a n c e  u n til age  7.
S o  e v e n  th o u g h  a s ix -y ea r-o ld  m ig h t b e  e n ro lle d  in  sc h o o l, h e / s h e  c o u ld  m iss  u n lim ite d  
n u m b e r  o f  d ays a n d  still n o t  b e  c o n s id e re d  tru a n t. T h is  p la ces  a b u rd e n  o n  te a c h e rs  to  k eep  
th a t  s tu d e n t  u p  w ith  th e  re s t  o f  th e  class a n d  in c rea se s  th e  p o te n tia l fo r  th e  s tu d e n t  to  b e
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Date of Committee Action: -f '0*1/______
The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: CSSB llfFINt

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 11 (FIN) COMPULSORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
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Recommends it be replaced with_____CS_______________________  (____ ) [ ] Same Title [ ] New Title
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FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2 0 0 2  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

Revision Dale/Time (Note if correction): 
Title

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date:

CSSB 11 (FIN)
3/6/02.

"An Act relating to required school attendance
Dept. Affected: Education S Early Devlopment

|BRU K-12 Support_____________
Component Foundation Program________

Sponsor
Requester

Senator Therriault
S Finance

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 
(Thousands of Dollars)

141

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
mCHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost:
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2003 budget proposal: 
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Adds a new subsection to AS 14.30.010 that requires a six year old to comply with compulsory attendance 
once the child is enroll in public school. The compulsory school age remains at seven but once a parent 
enrolls a six year old in a public school they are required to attend.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency

Eddy Jeans, School Finance Manager Phone 465-8679
Education and Early Development Date/Time 3/5/02 11:51 AM

Ed McLain. Deputy Commissioner Date 3/5/2002
Education and Early Development
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S e c . 1 4 .3 0 .0 1 0 . W h e n  a t t e n d a n c e  c o m p u ls o r y , (a) E very child  b etw een  seven  and 
16 years o f  age sh a ll a tten d  school a t th e  public school in  th e  d istr ict in  w hich  th e child 
resid es d uring each  school term . E very  p arent, gu ard ian  or other person having the 
responsib ility  for or control o f  a  child  b etw een  seven  and 16 years o f age sh a ll m aintain  
th e  child in  atten d an ce a t a public school in  th e  d istr ict in  w hich  th e  child  resid es during 
th e en tire school term , excep t as provided in (b) o f th is  section .

(b) T his section  does not apply i f  a  child
( 1 ) is  provided an  academ ic ed ucation  com parable to  th a t offered by th e  public schools 

in  th e  area, e ith er  by
(A) atten d an ce at a  private school in  w h ich  th e  tea ch ers are certificated  according to 

A S 14.20.020;
(B) tu toring  by personnel certificated  according to A S 14.20.020; or
(C) atten d an ce a t an ed ucationa l program  operated  in  com pliance w ith  A S 14.45.100  

—  14.45 .200  by a relig ious or other private school;
(2 ) a tten d s a school operated  by th e  federal governm ent;
(3) h as a p hysica l or m en ta l condition th a t a  com p eten t m edical au th ority  determ ines 

w ill m ake atten d an ce im practical;
(4) is  in  th e  custody o f  a court or law  en forcem ent authorities;
(5) is  tem porarily  ill or injured;
(6) h as been  su sp en ded  or expelled  under A S 14 .03 .160  or su sp en d ed  or denied  

ad m ittan ce under A S 14.30.045;
(7) resid es m ore th an  tw o m iles from  e ith er  a public school or a route on w hich  

transportation  is  provided by th e  school au th orities , excep t th a t th is  paragraph does not 
apply i f  th e  child  resid es w ith in  tw o m iles o f a federal or private school th a t  th e  child is 
elig ib le  and able to attend;

(8) is  excu sed  by action  o f  th e  school board o f th e  d istr ict a t a regu lar m eetin g  or by the 
distr ict su p erin ten d en t su b ject to approval by th e  school board o f th e  d istr ict a t th e  next 
regular m eeting;

(9) h as com pleted  th e  12th  grade;
( 10 ) is  enrolled  in
(A) a s ta te  boarding school estab lish ed  u nd er A S 14.16; or
(B) a fu ll-tim e program  o f  correspondence stu d y  approved by th e  departm ent; in  those  

school d istr icts providing an  approved correspondence stu d y  program , a stu d en t m ay be 
enrolled  e ith er  in  th e  d istr ict correspondence program  or in  th e  cen tra lized  correspon­
dence stu d y  program;

( 1 1 ) is  eq u a lly  w ell-served  by an  ed u cation a l experien ce approved by th e  school board  
as serv in g  th e  ch ild ’s ed ucational in tere sts  d esp ite  an  ab sence from  school, an d  the  
req u est for ex cu se  is  m ade in  w ritin g  by th e  ch ild ’s p aren ts or guardian  and approved by  
th e  principal or ad m in istra tor o f th e  school th a t th e  ch ild  attends;

(12) is  b ein g  ed ucated  in  th e  ch ild ’s hom e by a  p aren t or lega l gu ard ian . (§ 37-7-1  
ACLA 1949; am  § 36 ch 98 SL A  1966; am  § 5 ch 71 SLA  1972; am  § 5 ch 190 SL A  1975; 
am  § 1 ch 30  SL A  1976; am  § 1 ch 10 SLA  1977; am  § 4 ch 126 SLA  1978; am  § 3 ch 11 
SLA  1984; am  § 1 ch 78 SLA  1987; am  § 4 ch 73 SLA  1988; am  § 16 ch 32  SLA  1997; am  
§ 1 ch 68 SL A  1997; am  § 16 ch 113 SLA  1997)


