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Representative Kevin Meyer
HOUSE DISTRICT 19

MEMORANDUM
DATE: February 26, 2001

TO:  Representative Fred Dyson, Chair
Health and Social Services Committee

FROM: Representative Kevin Meyer

RE: Bill HearingR e q u e st

| respectfully request House Concurrent Resolution No. 7 be heard in the Health and
Social Service Committee as soon as it can be scheduled. Thank you in advance for
expediting this request.

Email: Keprcscntative_Kcvin_Moycr@legis.statc.ak.us « Toll Free: (866) ‘1C54!)<15
Session: State Capitol, Juneau, Alaska 90801-1182 « Phone: (907) 405-4945 Fox: (907) 405-8476
Interim: 710 W. 4th Avc., #820, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2188 * Phone: (907) 269-0199 l'ax (907) 209-0197


mailto:Keprcscntativc_Kcvin_Moycr@Iegis.statc.ak.us

22-1L.50620\C

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 7
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY REPRESENTATIVES MEYER, Guess, Croft, Dyson

Introduced: 2/23/01 , , ,
Referred: Health, Education and Social Services

A RESOLUTION

1 Relating to proclaiming April 2001 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month.
2 BEIT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS sexual assault is one of the most devastating crimes in society today; and
WHEREAS Alaska has the highest per capita occurrence of sexual assault in the

3
4
5 nation; and

6 WHEREAS one in four of our mothers, daughters, sisters, or wives will, at some
7

8

9

point, experience violence brought upon them; and
WHEREAS the incidence of rape in Alaska has increased over the past year and is

2.4 times the national average; only one in eight rapes are reported, making rape the most
10 underreported of all violent crimes; and

1 WHEREAS the division of family and youth services received 1,859 reports of child
12 sexual abuse last year alone; and
13 WHEREAS child sexual abuse often results in exceptional trauma to the victims and
14 inthe loss of their childhood; and
15 WHEREAS these statistics do not include the countless numbers of family members,

16 loved ones, coworkers, and neighbors affected by the devastating crime of sexual assault; and
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WHEREAS many residents of Alaska work to provide quality services and assistance
to sexual assault survivors; dedicated volunteers and professionals respond to emergency calls
24 hours a day, 365 days a year, offering support, comfort, and advocacy throughout all stages

of the recovery process, including medical examinations and criminal proceedings; and

WHEREAS it is vitally important that residents of Alaskacontinue to  discusssexual
assault and its effects on our communities; and

WHEREAS it would be our goal to improve Alaska's response to sexual assault and
to support and enhance educational efforts to provide infonnation about sexual assault and the
services available to victim survivors and their loved ones; and

WHEREAS Alaska's first Statewide Sexual ViolencePreventionConference, to be
held this September, will benefit from the awareness brought about by Sexual Assault
Awareness Month;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests the
governor to proclaim the month of April 2001 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature urges schools, community
organizations, and other public and private agencies and individuals to observe Sexual Assault
Awareness Month with suitable activities that increase the public's awareness of the
prevalence of sexual assault in Alaska.
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CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 7( )
IN THE LEGISLA'I URE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-SECO’ID LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES MEYER, Guess, Croft, Dyson

A RESOLUTION

Relating to proclaiming April 2001 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS sexual assault is one of the most devastating crimes in society today; and

WHEREAS Alaska has the highest per capita occurrence of sexual assault in the
nation; and

WHEREAS one in four of our mothers, daughters, sisters, or wives will, at some time
in her life, experience sexual assault brought upon her; and

WHEREAS the incidence of rape in Alaska has increased over the past year and is
2.4 times the national average; only one in eight rapes is reported, making rape the most
underreported of all violent crimes; and

WHEREAS the division of family and youth services received 1,859 reports of child
sexual abuse last year alone; and

WHEREAS these statistics do not include the countless numbers of family members,
loved ones, coworkers, and neighbors affected by the devastating crime of sexual assault; and

WHEREAS child sexual abuse often results in exceptional trauma to the victims and
in the loss of their childhood innocence; and

CSHCR 7( )
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WHEREAS many Alaska residents work to provide quality services and assistance to
sexual assault survivors; dedicated volunteers and professionals respond to emergency calls
24 hours a day, 365 days a year, offering support, comfort, and advocacy throughout all stages
of the recovery process, including medical examinations and criminal proceedings; and

WHEREAS it is vitally important that residents of Alaska continue to discuss sexual
assault and its effects; and

WHEREAS it is our goal to improve Alaska's response to sexual assault and to
supDort and enhance educational efforts to provide information about sexual assault and the
services available to victim survivors and their loved ones; and

WHEREAS Alaska's first Statewide Sexual Violence Prevention Conference, to be
held in September 2001, will benefit from the awareness brought about by Sexual Assault
Awareness Month;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests the
governor to proclaim April 2001 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature urges schools, community
organizations, and other public and private agencies and individuals to observe Sexual Assault
Awareness Month with suitable activities that increase the public's awareness of the
prevalence of sexual assault and how it can be combatted.

CSHCR 7( ) 2.



Representative Kevin Meyer
HOUSE DISTRICT 19

SPONSOR STATEMENT

House Concurrent Resolution 7

“Relating to proclaiming April 2001 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month.”

Sexual assault is one of the most devastating crimes in our society. In the state of Alaska,
statistics illustrate a sobering reality. Alaska has the highest per capital occurrence of
sexual assault in the nation. While Alaskans work to provide quality services, assistance,
support, and advocacy for victims of sexual assault, there is a profound need for greater
awareness, prevention, and educational measures.

HCR 7 proclaims the month of April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month. It is impor-
tant that schools, community organizations, public and private agencies and individuals
observe this month with activities that seek to educate and increase the public’s aware-
ness of the prevalence of sexual assault in Alaska.

HCR 7 is meant to encourage those who have been affected by sexual assault as well as

the memb?rs of our communities that act as counselors and advocates. Your support of
this resolution is a necessary step in helping to heal and educate our communities.
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR
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COUNCILONDOMESTIC VIOLENCEAND SEXUAL ASSAULT O FFICEADORBSE ASOW UTfTVERSTH

March 1,2001

Representative Kevin Meyer
State Capitol, Room 110
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Meyer:

Please accept this letter in support of House Concurrent Resolution Number 7. The
Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault (CDVSA) recognizes the tremendous
efforts of the sponsors of this resolution and appreciates their long-standing support of
victim service programs.

As you know, each year the Governor issues a Proclamation for Sexual Assault
Awareness Month. We see this as a welcome addition to existing work being done across
the state to address the devastating effects of sexual assault.

Respectfully submitted.

Trisha Gentle
Executive Director



