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DATE: February 14.. 2001

TO: Representative Fred Dyson
Chair, House Health, Education & Social Services Committee

FROM: Representative Hugh Fate

SUBJECT: Bill Hearing Request

I respectfully request House Bill 91 be heard in the House Health, Education & Social 
Services Committee. This bill adds a physician assistant to the State Medical Board and 
changes the quorum for meetings, from four to five members. Please contact my office at 
465-4976 if you have any questions.
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Memorandum

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

February 14, 2001 

Representative Fred Dyson
Chair, House Health, Education and Social Services Committee

Representative Hugh Fate 

Teleconference Request, House Bill 91

I would like to request that the House Health, Education and Social Services Committee 
meeting on House Bill 91 be teleconferenced. The sites to be connected would be the 
Anchorage and Fairbanks Legislative Information Office’s (LIO). At this time the people 
to testify would be Mr. Ed Hall, President of the Alaska Academy of Physician 
Assistants, from the Anchorage LIO and Mr. Tom Wilson PA-C, a physician assistant 
with Chest Medicine Fairbanks PC, from the Fairbanks LIO. Catherine Reardon, the 
Director of Occupational Licensing, may testify in committee. I will update the list if 
anyone else signs up to testify. Please contact my office at 465-4976 if you have any 
questions.
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House Bill 91 “An Act relating to the membership and quorum requirements of the State 
Medical Board.”

SPONSOR: Representative Hugh Fate

SPONSOR STATEMENT:

House Bill 91 is based on a request brought forward by the Alaska Academy of Physician 
Assistants. The Alaska State Medical Board supports House Bill 91. House Bill 91 adds one 
licensed physician assistant to the State Medical Board and changes the quorum for meetings, 
from four to five members.

Currently, there is no representation of physician assistant licensees to the Board even though 
consideration of physician assistant licensure, regulations and discipline are frequent topics. 
Physician Assistants are also an increasingly significant factor in providing medical care. 
Participation of a physician assistant would strengthen and support the State Medical Board and 
contribute to its decision-making process by providing valuable opinions representing a wider 
spectrum of medical practitioners in Alaska.
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alaska academy of physician assistants
P.O. B o x 7 4 1 8 7 .Fairbanks, AK 99707-4187
(800) 478-8684 • (907) 455-4649
Fax (907) 479-2546 * Email akaDa@mosauitonei.com

February 1, 2001

Mr. Jim  Jordan 
Executive Director 
Alaska State M edical Association 
4107 Laurel Street 
Anchorage, AK 99508

D ear Mr. Jordan;

I am  with the Alaska Academy o f  Physician Assistants and am sending you som e 
inform ation regarding adding a Physician Assistant to the State M edical Board.
A s an academ y we have been working tow ards this for four years. W e have 
com m itted funds to send selected representatives to the quarterly m eetings o f  the 
M edical Board. A physician assistant from  Fair banks (Tom  W ilson) and m yself 
are the designees to attend these meetings on an alternate basis. W e have attended 
the last tw o meetings together working on our proposal. I am sending you a  copy 
o f  our proposal and a letter from the State M edical B oard supporting our 
proposal. A t the last board m eeting in Juneau, Tom  W ilson and m y se lf spent 
three days lobbying for this change and I am happy to report that it is now  a 
proposed bill in the House and Senate (HB 91 anu SB 58). So far w e have not 
com e across anyone or any group opposed to the proposal.

W e would like to have the support o f  the Alaska State M edical Society w hich is 
m y reason for writing you. I f  you could dissem inate this inform ation to the 
m em bers som ehow we would appreciate it. I w ould be happy to address the next 
m em bership meeting i f  necessary. I would also be willing to m eet with you or 
talk with you i f  you have any questions. This proposal w ould create a  m inim al 
fiscal note (est. o f  $3000). Wc are hoping to have the support o f  all those M D 's 
who collaborate with P A ’; as well as any other M D ’s w ho would be willing to 
write letters to  their representatives in support o f  the bill.

Thank you for your help. 1 look forward to hearing from  you.

Regards,

E d Hall PA-C
Im m ediate past president AKAPA 
13601 W indward Circle 
Anchorage, AK 99516 
wk (907) 562-1234 
hm  (907) 345-9365

VISIT O U R  W E B S I T E  (3| www.mosquilonei.com/~akapu 
The purpose o f ih i i Academy ie to render loya l and hone tt service to the medical profession and to the pub lic , to develop and enforce con tinu ing educationa l prog ram ; 

fo r the Physic ian Assistant and the Academy membership, to prom ote the Physician Assistant concept through education o f pro fessional and lay people,
and lo promote s im ila r interest m the student societies.

mailto:akaDa@mosauitonei.com
http://www.mosquilonei.com/~akapu
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January 30, 2001

The Honorable Governor Tony Knowles 
P O Sox 1.10001 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Governor Knowles,

Wc have become aware that the Alaska Academy of Physician Assistants are lobbying 
for a Physician Assistant to be appointed to the State Medical Board. The Fairbanks 
Building and Construction Trade Council would like to express our endorsement of this 
idea.

Physician Assistants provide valuable medical care to thousands of our Union members 
and to the public at large. They will provide fair representation of their patients that 
reside through out the State, and contribute valuable knowledge and opinions to the State 
Medical Board

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Respectfully.

President
Fairbanks Building & Construction Trades Council
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Alaska academy of physician assistants
P.O. Box 74187 • Fairbanks, AK 99707-4187
(800) 478-8684 • (907) 455-4649
Fax (907) 479-2546 • Email akapa@mosquitonet.com

Addition of One Physician Assistant to State Medical Board

W HEREAS there are 250 physician assistant licensees o f  the State M edical 
Board. Physician assistants have been licensees for more than twenty years.

W HEREAS there is currently no representation o f  physician assistant 
licensees to the State Medical Board.

W HEREAS consideration o f physician assistant licensure, regulations and 
discipline are frequent topics o f  the State Medical Board and physician 
assistant participation would strengthen, enhance and support State M edical 
Board decision-m aking process.

W HEREAS physician assistants care for over 50,000 A laskans every 
month, in a wide variety o f  institutions, and would therefore provide good 
representation o f  their patients (the public) towards m atters before the State 
M edical Board.

W HEREAS physician assistants have proven interest and active 
participation in State Medical Board business by virtue o f  their active 
attendance at State Medical Board meetings for over four years.

W HEREAS physician assistants as licensees o f  the State M edical Board 
will contribute valuable opinions which will represent a w ider spectrum o f 
m edical practitioners in Alaska.

TH EREFO RE BE IT RESOLVED TH A T the A laska A cadem y o f  
Physician Assistants wishes to amend Article I State M edical Board, Section 
08.64.010, Creation and M embership o f  State M edical Board, to state “The 
G overnor shall appoint a board o f  medical exam iners, to be known as the 
State M edical Board, consisting o f  five physicians, ONE PH YSICIAN 
A SSISTA N T, licensed in the State and residing in as m any as separate 
geographical areas o f  the State as possible, and tw o persons w ith no direct 
financial interest in the healthcare industry.”

VISIT O U R  W E B S I T E  @  www.mosquitonet.com/~akapa 
The purpose o f  th is A cadem y is to rende r loya l and honest serv ice to the medicBl pro fession and to the pu b lic , to deve lop Bnd en fo rce c o n tin u in g educa tiona l program s 

fo r the Phys ic ian Ass is tan t and the Academ y membership , to prom ote the Physic ian Assis tan t concept th rough educa tion o f  p ro fess iona l and iB y peop le .

mailto:akapa@mosquitonet.com
http://www.mosquitonet.com/~akapa


K n o w l e s ,  G o v e r n o r

D iv is io n o f O ccupa tio na l L icens ing
P.O. Box 110806, Juneau, AK 99811-0806
Telephone: (907) 465-2534 • Fax: (907) 465-2974 • Text Telephone: (907) 465-5437 
Email: license@dced.state.ak.us • Website: www.dced.state.ak.us/occ/

January 19, 2001

Ed Hall, PA-C, President 
Alaska Academy of Physician Assistants 
3651 LaTouche Street 
Anchorage AK 99508

Mr. Hall, I am pleased to advise you that at its meeting of January 18, 2001, the 
Alaska State Medical Board voted unanimously to support the Academy in its 
effort to provide for the inclusion of a physician assistant to the membership of 
the hoard.

The board appreciates the efforts of the members of the Academy and wishes 
you every success in pursuing this change to the board

t u . o .
Sarah A. Isto, MD 
Chair
Alaska State Medical Board

"Promoting a healthy economy and strong communities"

mailto:license@dced.state.ak.us
http://www.dced.state.ak.us/occ/
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