


A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

H o u s e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  o n  E d u c a t i o n  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o n  B u n d e ,  C h a i r

State Capitol 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182 

(800) 892-4843 (907) 465-4843 (phone)
(907) 465-3871 (fax)

Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us

Brian Porter 
Joe Green 

Peggy Wilson 
Gary Stevens 
Reggie Joule 

Gretchen Guess

Sponsor Statement 
HB 408

"An Act relating to questionnaires and surveys administered in the public schools."

The purpose of the proposed repeal and reenactment of AS 14.03.110 is to enable local school districts in the State of 
Alaska to administer anonymous questionnaires and surveys to students with passive parental consent. Additionally, 
this bill requires that schools must provide a parent or legal guardian at least two weeks’ written notice of any survey 
so that parents may have the option to deny permission for their student to participate. Moreover, students may opt out 
at anytime, as this statute refers to voluntary, not mandatory, surveys or questionnaires.
Current statute requires active written parental consent from the parent or legal guardian for the student to participate 
in the survey. This has resulted in the lack of “weighted” data collection, due to the logistics and time required to 
collect sufficient parental permission forms. When passive parental consent was used prior to the enactment of A.S 
14.03.110, the State was able to collect weighted data from the Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) in both 1995 and 
1999. In January of 2001 (the last YRBS cycle), the YRBS high school sample was drawn. The high school sample 
included 36 schools from 19 districts and sought 1,480 completed questionnaires. The goal was to get a level of 
participation from both schools and students to achieve an overall response rate of 60% or greater. The overall 
response rate for 2001 was 29%. This is far short of the 60% overall rate needed to have “weighted”  or representative 
data. To provide a comparison, the 1999 YRBS response rate was 66% and the 1995 response rate was 64%,
Anonymous survey data results are used to help focus programs and policies for comprehensive school health 
education, school safety policy and education, and ding and violence prevention education. Additionally, results from 
surveys can also be used to:

• Monitor how priority health risk behaviors among high school (grades 9-12) and middle school (grades 7-8) 
students increase, decrease or remain the same over time,

• Evaluate the impact of broad national, state, and local efforts to prevent health-risk behaviors.
• Monitor progress in achieving relevant national and state health objectives and National Education Goals.
• Obtain grants for programs and services.
• Monitor and evaluate the impact of the 1997 Alaska Tobacco Tax increase.
• Support local school districts in assessment, implementation, and evaluation of comprehensive school health

programs.
• Set Priorities for s t a t e w i d e  comprehensive school health education teacher training and instructional programs.
• Provide comparable data between state and national results.
• Monitor progress in achieving Healthy Alaskan 2010 objectives.
• Provide the state with the most reliable and valid instrument available to assess risk behaviors of Alaskan

youth.
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Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M February 18, 2002

SUBJECT: Public school questionnaires - HB 408

TO: Representative Con Bunde 
Attn: Karen a .

/FROM: Michael F. Ford 
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary o f the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary o f a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation o f  the bill and the bill itself is the best statement o f its 
contents. I f  you would like an interpretation o f the bill as it may apply to a particular set 
o f circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Prohibits a public school student being given a school questionnaire or survey 
unless written permission is obtained from the student's parent or legal guardian, or the 
questionnaire or survey is anonymous or concerns a matter o f public record or public 
observation.

Section 2. Provides that for an anonymous school questionnaire or survey written 
permission is not required, but the student's parent or legal guardian must get the 
opportunity to deny permission to take the questionnaire or survey.

Section 3. Requires that for purposes o f a school questionnaire or survey under 
AS 14.03.110(a) or (b), the school district must provide a parent or legal guardian at least 
two weeks written notice o f the right to grant or deny permission to take the school 
questionnaire or survey, before it is administered.

Section 4. Specifies the contents o f the written notice required to be given a parent or 
legal guardian, regarding a school district questionnaire or survey.

Section 5. Provides that a student's parent or legal guardian may refuse to allow 
participation in a specific school questionnaire or survey by submitting written denial o f  
permission for the student's participation.
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE O F  A L A S K A

2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title

Fiscal Note Number: 1________

Bill Version: HB 408

(H) Publish Date: 2/20/02

"An Act relating to questionnaires and surveys 
administered in the public schools"___________________________
Sponsor
Requester

H EDU
H EDU

Dept. Affected:__________ EED _______________
'B R U  Teaching and Learning Support
’ Component Special and Supplemental

Services_______________________
Component No. 166

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

O P E R A T IN G  EX P E N D IT U R ES F Y  2003 F Y  2004 F Y  2005 F Y  2006 F Y  2007 F Y  2008

Personal Services 

Travel 

Contractual 

Supplies 

Equipment 

Land & Structures 

Grants & Claims 

Miscellaneous
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D ITU R ES

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  (

FU N D  S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 G F  Match

1004 G F

1005 GF/Program Receipts 

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)
T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estim ate o f any current year (FY2002) cost: 0.0
Check  this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor’s F Y  2003 budget proposal: 

P O S IT IO N S  __________________________________

Full-time

Part-time

Temporary

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Currently, the law states that active parental permission is required before schools and districts can 
survey students anonymously. This bill would change the current legislation by allowing districts to gather 
passive parental permission before the administration of any anonymous surveys. This change would 
maximize the ability of school, district and state agencies to gather pertinent information about student 
reported behaviors that lead to early morbidity and mortality. By being able to gather credible data from 
students, many local and state agencies would have valid and reliable assessment data which in turn, 
would allow for better program planning and use of program dollars. This change would allow local and 
state agencies to compete effectively for limited state and federal grant funds that rely on accurate needs 
assessments.

Prepared by: 

Division

Approved by: 

Agency

Beth Shober, Education Specialist Phone 465-2887

Teaching and Learning Support Date/Time 2/19/02 10:57 AM

Ed McLain Date 2/19/2002

Education and Early Development
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: February 22, 2002

TO: Representative Fred Dyson
Chair, House HESS Committee

FROM: Representative Con Bunde, Chair

RE: HB 408, “ Student Questionnaires and Surveys”

I respectfully request that you schedule a hearing for HB 408 at your earliest possible 
convenience. I have attached copies o f the bill, sponsor statement, sectional analysis, 
fiscal note, backup information and letters o f support.

I f you have any questions or concerns about this legislation, I would be happy to discuss 
them with you.

Brian Porter 
Joe Green 

Peggy Wilson 
Gary Stevens 
Reggie Joule 

Gretchen Guess

Thank you for your consideration o f this request.
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Anonymous Self-Reporting Survey Data

General Talking Points Frequently Asked Questions.

• What are the benefits from conducting anonymous student surveys? State and local education agencies and communities can 
use results to help focus programs and policies for comprehensive school health education, school safety education and policy as well 
as drug and violence prevention education. Results tram surveys can also be used to (1) monitor how priority' health risk behaviors 
among high school students (grades 9-12) increase, decrease or remain the same overtime; (2) evaluate the impact of broad national, 
state, and local efforts to prevent health-risk' haviois; (3) monitor progress in achieving relevant national and state health objectives 
and National Education Goals; and (4) local and state education agencies can use lesults to obtain grants for programs and services.

• Will these surveys cause students to initiate or increase high-risk behavioio? Students are exposed regularly to information 
about tobacco, alcohol and other drug use, violence, and sexuality through their school curricula, the media, parents, friends, and 
community organizations. Exposure to a small number of questions on any one topic is not likely to cause a significant change in 
behavior-either good or bad. No evidence links these surveys to subsequent suicide attempts among respondents.

• How is student privacy and anonymity protected? Survey administration procedures are designed to protect student privacy and 
allow for anonymous participation. The student completes the survey in complete anonymity, and no personal identifiers are 
recorded anywhere that could link a student to a survey form. Additionally, participation is voluntary' and no student is required to 
participate.

• Do students answer the questions truthfully? Research indicates data of this nature may be gathered as reliably from adolescents 
as from adults. Internal reliability checks help identify the small percentage of students who falsify their answers. To obtain truthful 
answers., students must perceive the survey as important and know that procedures have been developed to protect their privacy and 
allow for anonymous participation.

• Who uses the survey results? Statewide survey results lend to the augmentation and refinement of prevention and intervention 
programs with adolescent populations. From local school districts to state and Municipal agencies such as the EED, DHSS, 
Department of Transportation, Department of Juvenile Justice, Department o f Corrections, and Department o f Public Safety; survey 
results are used in a variety of arenas. The Alaska State Legislature and the Office of the Governor also have utilized the findings of 
previous surveys for programmatic purposes.

Other Benefits to schools and communities:
• Provide data to monitor and evaluate the impact of the 1997 Alaska Tobacco Tax
• Monitor progress in achieving the National Education Goal that focuses on safe, disciplined, and drug-free schools.
• Support local school districts in assessment, implementation and evaluation of comprehensive school health programs.
• Set Priorities for statewide comprehensive school health education teacher training and instructional programs.
• Identify self-reported behaviors among youth, wliich put them at greatest risk for early morbidity and mortality'.
• IYovide comparable data between state anti national results.
• Monitor progress in achieving Healthy Alaskan 2010 objectives.
• Support state policy development, evaluation, and/or revision.
• Provide the state with the most reliable and valid instrument available to assess risk behaviors.

B ILL  BACKUP



Methodology for Collecting a Valid and Reliable Youth Risk Behavior Sample: 
Resulting Efforts of the 2001 Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS)

In January o f 2001, the YRBS high school sample was drawn. The high school sample included 36 
schools from 19 districts and sought 1,480 completed questionnaires. The goal was to get a level o f 
participation from both schools and students to achieve an overall response rate o f 60% or greater. 
Twenty-four schools participated, resulting in 637 completed survey responses, far short o f the 1,480. 
The overall response rate for 2001 was 29%. This is far short o f the 60% overall rate needed to have 
weighted or representative data. To provide a comparison, the 1999 YRBS response rate was 66%.

Additionally, all school districts were invited to participate at the local level to collect local district level 
data to compare to state and national data. In previous years, more than 25 o f the 53 school districts 
participated and received the surveys, scanning and data analysis free o f charge. O f those districts, 22 
received weighted data. In 2001, however, only 14 districts chose to participate. Several Districts who 
declined to participate confided it was because o f the active parental consent law.

O f the 14 districts that participated at the local level, only four received “ weighted”  or useable data, and 
o f those four, only one had more than one s c h o o l in the district. Additionally, the multi-school district 
that did receive weighted data said that they would not participate again (with active consent) as it was a 
huge undertaking. That district mailed consent letters and explanations o f the data collection process via 
US mail as well as sending copies home with students. When the return rate was low, they sent out 
another letter and augmented that effort with phone calls to parents. That effort raised the return rate, 
but was still short o f what was necessary. At that point, they utilized village school aides to visit homes 
and try to get the slips signed. That final effort brought the return rate to 90%.

Other school districts made similar efforts to collect signed parental permission slips. The following is a 
summary o f what districts around the state did during the school year o f 2000 -2001 to collect enough 
parental permission slips to obtain weighted data YRBS data.

1. Several districts had permission slips available at registration for parents to sign. Although this 
worked well in some districts, many districts do not require the parent to be present at 
registration to activate the student for the year. Therefore, many districts fell short o f reaching 
all parents with method.

2. Another venue that districts used to collect additional permission slips was at the fall 
parent/teacher conferences. Again, this was successful for some districts, especially small 
districts, but for larger ones it was not as successful.

3. In January, after the State YRBS sample had been drawn, many districts were still trying to 
collect parental permission slips. After notification o f inclusion in the State sample, many of 
those districts sent out an additional letter to parents. By the end o f February, the return rates for 
parental permission slips were still quite low in most districts. We offered to assist districts in 
their efforts by providing money for additional mailings. A ll districts refused our offer o f funds, 
but did send out additional letters to parents and in some cases two additional letters. 
Additionally, several districts tried to increase their return rates by contacting parents by phone, 
and in some cases, in person.

4. Lastly, many districts used incentives to try to increase the return rates o f permission slips. In 
some cases, these incentives cost the district money from already stretched program budgets.Information provided by the Department of Health and Social Services



Literature Review

Passive vs Active Parental Consent -How Does the Chosen Methodology Effect Parental 

Rights and Does it Influence the Quality of the Data Collected?

The purpose o f this literature review is to specifically answer the following questions:

1) what does the research say about parental rights when passive consent is the chosen 

parental consent methodology,

2) what are the costs o f active versus passive consent, and

3) what are the effects o f active consent procedures on scientific validity and reliability o f 

the data.

The following, summarizes and synthesizes the information collected in this literature search. 

DEFINITIONS

Ellickson and Hawes (1989), define active and passive parental consent as follows:

1) Passive parental consent: A letter is sent home to parents informing them o f the selection 

o f their child in the sample as well as detailing information regarding the survey. Parents 

must send back a signed e x c l u s i o n  form, or directly inform the principal at their child’s 

school i f  they DO NOT want their child to participate in the survey. Otherwise, parental 

consent is implied.

2) Active parental consent: A letter is sent to parents describing the survey and informing 

them o f the selection o f their child in the sample. Parents must send back a signed parental 

consent form BEFORE their child can participate in the survey. Under active parental 

consent procedures, parents who do not return a permission slip, as well as those individuals 

who indicate on the form that they do not want their child to participate in the survey are 

treated as parental refusals. The above definitions appear to be consistent through out the 

literature.
Provided bej ~ l h c  D e p t .  Or f-lcrdlU f  C c o o d  S Jr v i c r z .



IS PASSIVE CONSENT “ CONSENT”

A key issue in the passive consent debate revolves around the number o f parents who 

would have refused if active consent had been used. Ellickson and Hawes, (1989) through 

extensive follow-up with parents from both active and passive consent procedures, found that 

failure to return a form is considerably more likely to reflect latent consent than latent refusal. 

Specifically, Ellickson and Hawes found that when parents who were informed via passive 

consent were asked about their decision for their child to participate or not, the great majority o f 

parents (87% ) said that yes, they had received the materials, understood them, and decided to 

allow their child to participate. Research indicates that carefully designed passive consent 

methods can avoid the negative consequences o f active consent while ensuring that parents 

receive the consent materials, pay attention to them, and have sufficient time to refuse 

participation. Additionally, Catalona (1994) also found failure to return a signed active consent 

form is more likely to reflect apathy or inertia than objection to the research. Strasburger (1998) 

believes active parental consent requires overly stringent informed consent procedures, 

especially when applied to anonymous confidential surveys.

COST O F  A CT IVE  CONSENT VERSUS PASSIVE CONSENT

In a study o f two schools, Ellickson and Hawes (1989) examined refusal rate associated

with active and passive consent procedures. They found that in the school requiring passive

consent 93% o f the students participated, compared to 86% in the schools requiring active

consent. One might assume that 86% participation is quite good for active consent, but it came

at a high cost in terms o f time and money. Three mailings, at least two follow-up phone calls to

all non-respondents, two special parent meetings and daily reminders by classroom teacher to

students to return their forms were the efforts needed to obtain an 86% participation rate.

Ellickson and Hawes estimated that for a sample o f 7,500 students, active consent would cost
2



SI 12,500 and require a minimum o f 20 interviewers working fu ll time for 3 weeks to obtain the 

86% participation rate. It is important to note that the estimated cost o f SI 12.500 was calculated 

in 1987, and it is with certainty that those costs would be much higher today.

SC IEN T IF IC  V A L ID ITY
Resr irchers who have used active consent report that it yields unacceptably low response 

rates (50-60% ) and underrepresentation o f important groups— Blacks, Asian Americans, low 

achievers, students with less well-educated parents, and those at risk for engaging in high risk or 

problem behaviors (Kearney 1983, and Anderman, Cheadle, Curry, Diehr, Shultz, Wagner,

1995). Conversely, passive consent procedures can gamer response rates o f 80-96% (Severson 

and Biglan 1989; Murry and Hannan 1990; Landis and Janes 1995). Low response rates and 

sample bias under active consent procedures have been and continue to be problematic in terms 

o f collecting quality data that is generalizable and representative o f the population. Although 

these methodological concerns can be reduced through researchers’ efforts and diligence, the 

cost and personnel efforts required can be prohibitive (Ellikson and Hawes 1989: Kearney et al. 

1983).

3
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Youth Risk Behavior Survey
WHY DOES DOE WANTTO DO THE YRBS IN ALASKA? WHAT DOES IT PROVIDE?

The YRBS asssis the DOE and school districts throughout the state in reaching the Quality School Initiatives. The following 
are areas that are addressed through completion of the survey.

High Student Academic 
Standards and 
Assessment

Quality Professional 
Standards

School Excellence 
Standards

Family, School, Business 
and Community 
Network

Provide information that 
will assist school districts 
in shaping programs, 
services and referrals that 
provide students with the 
knowledge and skills 
necessary to make 
healthier dadoes, 
Healthier, safer students 
are better able to attend to 
other areas of instruction, 
including RWM, thus 
improving academic 
achievement

Provides schools with the 
information necessary to 
implement/augment 
professional development 
opportunities for teachers 
surrounding current health 
education ‘best practices”. 
Understanding what foe 
problems are will assist 
districts in creating 
professional opportunities 
to educate teachers in 
addressing these problems 
successfully.

J.

Assist schools and districts 
in planning and providing 
for safer and healthier 
school environments for 
students and staff

Assist parents, schools and 
communities identify and 
address issues pertinent to 
student health and well 
being By providing 
information, all concerned 
groups can address and 
support improved 
educational efforts to 
address foe failing health 
and safety of students in 
their districts.

Other strengths for partidpatton in the YRBS:
• Monitor progress in achieving the National Education Goal that focuses on safe, disciplined, and drug-free schools.
• Support local school districts in assessment; implementation and evaluation of comprehensive school health programs ax 

no charge to the district
• Focus statewide comprehensive school health education teacher training and instructional programs.
• Focus the state on behaviors among youth causing the most important health problems. Provide comparable data 

between state and national results.
• Monitor progress in achieving Healthy Alaskan 2000 objectives.
• Support state pofecy development evaluation, and/or revision.
• Provides the state with the most reliable and valid instrument available to assess risk behaviors.

What the Alaska Department ofEducation can do to support the YRBS:
1. Become familiar with the purpose and “hot” questions surrounding the YRBS,
2. Look at the Alaska Law regulating family related questions the Attorney General’s interpretation.
3. Consider issuing a statement from the Department ofEducation outlining position on what is family related 

information.
4. Issue a statement in support of the YRBS from the Commissioner’s office.
5. Ask the State Board ofEducation to issue a position supporting the use of the YRBS.
6. Communicate with the Office of the Governor regarding the importance/purpose of the YRBS.
7. Review the cooperative agreement signed between the DOE and DHSS (enclosed) and review responsOntitks agreed 

upon.
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YRBS General Talking Points/ Frequently Asked Questions.

• How will education agencies and schools benefit from conduction die YRBS? Results can be used to hdp focus programs 
arri policies for HIV prevention education, comprehensive school health education, school safety education and policy as well as 
drug and violence prevention education Results from foe survey can also be used to (1) monitor how priority health risk 
behaviors among high school students (grades 9-12) increase, decrease or remain the same overtime; (2) evaluate the impact of 
broad national, state, and local efforts to prevent heallh-risk behaviors; (3) monitor progress in achieving relevant national and 
state health objectives and National Education Goals.

« Does the YRBS contradict the Protection of Pupfl Rights (abo known as the Buddey Amendment) and the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act of1974 (FERPA)? Each ofthese federal laws is sperificin its protection of student’s 
rights and privacywhen information is part of a student''s educational record or when a student is required to participate in a 
project where personal information is revealed Both are tied to the United States Department ofEducation and are relevant to 
any survey conducted and paid for with those funds. The US DOE neither conducts foe YRBS nor are USDOEfunds used to 
pay the expense of foe survey. Additionally, these laws relate to surveys that are required and when the results w ill be placed in 
the student's record. Neither is foe case with the YRBS. Schools who choose to peitidpate in the YRBS are not in violation of 
federal laws protecting student's rights and privacy because the YRBS is anonymous and voluntary.

0 What is the focus of the YRBS? The survey focus cn priority health risk behaviors established during youth that result in the 
most rignificararrKXtatityairirmrbktitydurîbofoycFufo and adulthood The behaviors included are ones that the student has 
complete choice when making (i.e. no questions are asked about genetic predisposition, handicapping situations, etc). They 
include behaviors that (1) result in unintentional and intentional injuries; (2) tobacco use; (3) alcohol and other drug use; (4) sexual 
behaviors that result in HTV infection, other sexually transmitted diseases (STD’s), and unintaxied pregnancies; (5) dietary 
behaviors; and (6) physical activity.

0 WIH this survey cause students to initiate or increase high risk behaviors? Tire causes and determinants offcealth-risk 
behaviors are very complex. Students are exposed regulariy to information about tobacco, alcohol and other dreg use, violence, 
and sexuality through their school curricula, foe media, parents, friends, and community organizations. Exposure to a snail 
number of questions on any one topic is not likely to cause a significant chance in behavior-cither good or bad. Because suicide is 
foe third leading cause of death among adolescents, it is particularly important to ask questions about suiridêdaled bebaviora. 
Suicide questions have been asked in previous school based surveys of adolescents. No evidence links these surveys to 
subsequent suicide attenpts among respondents.

0 Is student participation anou; mo us? How is student privacy protected? Survey administration procedures are designed to 
protect stuctent privacy and allow for anonymous participation.. Students submit a completely optically scannable questionnaire 
booklet containing no personal identifier. Additionally, Alaska provides marrila envelopes for students to seal foeir survey in, as 
an extra measure of confidentiality.

0 Do students answer the questions truthfUDy? Research indicates data offoisnature may be gathered as reliably from
adolescents as from adults. Internal reliability checks helpidaitify the smaU percentage of students who falsify their answers. To 
obtain truthful answers, studaits must perceive the survey as important and know that procedures have been developed to protect 
their privacy and allow for anonymous participation

0 Who supports the YRBS? Bofo nationally and stare wide, the survey results lend to the augmentation and refinement of 
prevention and intervention programs with adolescent populations. From local school districts to state agencies such as foe DOE, 
DHSS, Department ofTransportation, Department of criminal justice, Department of Corrections, Department ofPublic Safety, 
the survey results have offered several years of pertinent arxf relevani infomiation The Alaska State Legislature and the Office of 
the Governor also have utilized the findings of this survey for programmatic purposes.
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CAUSES OF DEATH AMONG YOUTH AGES 5-24 YEARS; (NATION WIDE)

• Motor vehkie crash - 28%
• Other unintentional injury--11%
•  Honridde-21%
• Suicide-12%
• AD other causes-28%

CAUSES OF DEATH AMONG YOUTH AGES 5-24 YEARS: (ALASKA SPECIFIC; 1995) 

9 Motor vehicle crash—26%
• Other unintentional injury—33 %
• Homicide—7%
• SukSde-17%
• Afl other causes -17%

r. u<*

** Vast differences in Other unintentional injury may result from reporting classification, increased death specifically related 
to subsistence living (L&, fishingdrowning. gun shots not related to homicide etc.)



fta-lA-dUUd wtt» uoiqj rn uuc, ounn labUi'ic.Ka u rr iu : tha mu. r.

GOALS 2000: EDUCATE AMERICA ACT

M a r c h  21, 1994.— Ordered to be printed

SEC. 1017. PROTECTION OF PUPILS.Section 439 of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. J232g) is amended to read as follows:
"PROTECTION OF PUPIL RIGHTS

"Sec. 439. (a) All instructional materials, including teachers manuals, films, tapes, or other supplementary material which will be used in connection with any survey, analysis, or evaluation as part of any applicable program shall be available for inspection by the parents or guardians of the children.“(b) No student shall be required, as part of any applicable pro­gram, to submit to a survey, analysis, or evaluation that reveals in- formation concerning—“(I) political affiliations;"(2) mental and psychological problems potentially embar­rassing to the student or his family;"(3) sex behavior and attitudes;“(4) illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior;"(5) critical appraisals of other individuals with whom re­spondents have close family relationships;"(6) legally recognized privileged or analogous relation­ships, such as those of lawyers, physicians, and ministers; or"(7) income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a program or for receiving finan­cial assistance under such program), without the prior consent of the student (if the student is an adult or emancipated minor), or in the case of an unemancipated minor, without the prior written consent of the parent."(c) Educational agencies and institutions shall give parents and students effective notice of their rights under this section."(d) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary shall take such action as the Secretary determines appropriate to enforce this section, except that action to terminate assistance provided under an applicable program shall be taken only if the Secretary determines that—"(J) there has been a failure to comply with such section;and"(2) compliance with such section cannot be secured by vol­
untary means."(e) Office and Review Board—The Secretary shall establish or designate an office and review board within the Department of Education to investigate, process, review, and adjudicate violations of the rights established under this section.".
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1999 Youth Risk Behavior Survey Results

Alaska (Excluding Anchorage) High School Survey

Unweighted Weighted
(N) (Percent)

Q1. How old are you?

1 12 years old or younger 2 0.1
2 13 years old 3 0.2
3 14 years old 164 9.7
4 15 years old 433 27.4
5 16 years old 412 28.4
6 17 years old 249 20.4
7 18 years old or older 149 13.8

Missing 15

Q2. What is your sex?

1 Female 696 47.5
2 Male 710 52.5

Missing 21

Q3. In what grade are you?

1 9th grade 522 31.7
2 10th grade 374 25.8
3 11th grade 307 21.8
4 12th grade 205 20.5
5 Ungraded or other grade 2 0.1

Missing 17

Q4. How do you describe yourself? (Select one or more responses.)

1 American Indian/Alaska Native 237 16.7
2 Asian 25 1.9
3 Black or African American 41 2.8
4 Hispanic or Latino 30 2.4
5 Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander 12 0.9
6 White 987 70.3
7 Multiple -  Hispanic 15 1
8 Multiple -Non-Hispanic 58 4.2

Missing 22

Q5. Height in meters

Q6. Weight in kilograms

P a r t  I - A 1  H i g h  S c h o o l  S u r v e y
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Unweighted Weighted 
(N) (Percent)

Q7. When you rode a motorcycle during the past 12 months, how often did you 
wear a helmet?

1 Did not ride a motorcycle 964 66.8
2 Never 106 8
3 Rarely 28 2.1
4 Sometimes 41 3.1
5 Most of the time 69 5
6 Always 210 15.1

Missing 9

Q8. When you rode a bicycle during the past 12 months, how often did you 
wear a helmet?

1 Did not ride a bicycle 253 18.4
2 Never 859 61.8
3 Rarely 102 6.8
4 Sometimes 64 4
5 Most of the time 77 5.1
6 Always 62 3.8

Missing 10

Q9. How often do you wear a seat belt when riding in a car driven by someone else?

1 Never 105 7.4
2 Rarely 169 11.9
3 Sometimes 238 16.5
4 Most of the time 428 30.3
5 Always 479 33.8

Missing

During the past 30 days, how many times did you ride in a car or other 
vehicle driven by someone who had been drinking alcohol?

1 0 times 1,007 69.9
2 1 time 146 11.2
3 2 or 3 times 147 10.3
4 4 or 5 times 33 2.5
5 6 or more times 82 6

Missing 12

During the past 30 days, how many times did you drive a car or other vehicle 
when you had been drinking alcohol?

1 0 times 1,231 86.1
2 1 time 63 4.7
3 2 or 3 times 55 4.2
4 4 or 5 times 22 1.7
5 6 or more times 44 3.2

Missing 12

H ig h  S c h o o l  S u r v e y P a r t  I - A 2
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Unweighted
(N)

Q12. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you carry a weapon 
such as a gun, knife, or club?

Weighted
(Percent)

1 0 days 1,078 76.6
2 1 day 46 3.2
3 2 or 3 days 69 5.2
4 4 or 5 days 23 1.7
5 6 or more days 175 13.3

Missing 36

Q13. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you carry a gun?

1 0 days 1,300 92.1
2 1 day 32 2.3
3 2 or 3 days 28 2.1
4 4 or 5 days 7 0.5
5 6 or more days 38 3

Missing 22

Q14. During thei past 30 days, on how many days did you carry a weapon such
as a gun, knife, or club on school property?

1 0 days 1,253 88.6
2 1 day 26 1.9
3 2 or 3 days 25 1.9
4 4 or 5 days 7 0.5
5 6 or more days 97 7.2

Missing 19

Q15. During the past 30 days, how many days did you not go to school because
you felt you would be unsafe at school or on your way to or from school?

1 0 days 1,373 96.3
2 1 day 19 1.3
3 2 or 3 days 11 0.7
4 4 or 5 days 6 0.4
5 6 or more days 17 1.3

Missing 1

Q16. During the past 12 months, how many times has someone threatened
or injured you with a weapon such as a gun, knife, or club on school property?

1 0 times 1,298 90.8
2 1 time 54 3.9
3 2 or 3 times 21 1.5
4 4 or 5 times 6 0.4
5 6 or 7 times 3 0.2
6 8 or 9 times 7 0.6
7 10 or 11 times 2 0.1
8 12 or more times 35 2.5

Missing 1
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Unweighted Weighted 
(N) (Percent)

Q17. During the past 12 months, how many times were you in a physical fight?

1 0 times 934 65.8
2 1 time 189 13.7
3 2 or 3 times 154 11.1
4 4 or 5 times 37 2.6
5 6 or 7 times 21 1.6
6 8 or 9 times 14 1.1
7 10 or 11 times 4 0.3
8 12 or more times 55 3.9

Missing 19

Q18. During the past 12 months, how many times were you in a physical fight in 
which you were injured and had to be treated by a doctor or nurse?

1 0 times 1,353 95.5
2 1 time 36 2.5
3 2 or 3 times 5 0.4
4 4 or 5 times 4 0.3
5 6 or more times 18 1.3

Missing 11

. During the past 12 months, how many times were you in a physical
fight on school property?

1 0 times 1,192 84.1
2 1 time 128 9.3
3 2 or 3 times 46 3.1
4 4 or 5 times 13 0.9
5 6 or 7 times 5 0.3
6 8 or 9 times 3 0.3
7 10 or 11 times 1 0.1
8 12 or more times 24 1.9

Missing 15

During the past 12 months, did your boyfriend or glrlfriend ever hit, slap,
or physically hurt you on purpose?

1 Yes 142 10.5
2 No 1,282 89.5

Missing 3

Q21. Have you ever been forced to have sexual intercourse when you did not want to?

1 Yes 140 10
2 No 1,277 90

Missing 10

H ig h  S c h o o l  S u r v e y P a r t  I - A 4
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Unweighted
(N)

Q22. During the past 12 months, did you ever feel so sad or hopeless almost 
every day for two weeks or more in a row that you stopped doing some 
usual activities?

1 Yes 346
2 No 1,079

Missing 2

Q23. During the past 12 months, did you ever seriously consider attempting suicide?

1 Yes 272
2 No 1,133

Missing 22

Q24. During the past 12 months, did you make a plan about how you 
would attempt suicide?

1 Yes 22-:
2 No 1,201

Missing 2

Q25. During the past 12 months, how many times did you actually attempt suicide?
1 0 times 1,187
2 1 time 54
3 2 or 3 times 33
4 4 or 5 times 3
5 6 or more times 17

Missing 133

Q26. If you attempted suicide during the past 12 months, did any attempt result
in an injury, poisoning, or overdose that had to be treated by a doctor or nurse?

1 Did not attempt suicide 1,181
2 Yes 36
3 No 83

Missing 127

Q27. Have you ever tried cigarette smoking, even one or two puffs?

1 Yes 991
2 No 415

Missing 21

Weighted
(Percent)

24.3
75.7

18.5
81.5

15.5
84.5

92.3
3.9
2.3 
0.2
1.4

91.4
2.7
5.9

71.5
28.5
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Unweighted
(N)

Q28. How old were you when you smoked a whole cigarette for the first time?

Weighted
(Percent)

1 Never smoked a cigarette 532 37.6
2 8 years old or younger 103 7.8
3 9 or 10 years old 117 8.2
4 11 or 12 years old 238 17
5 13 or 14 years old 275 19.9
6 15 or 16 years old 100 7.4
7 17 years old or older 20 2

Missing 42

Q29. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you smoke cigarettes?

1 0 days 929 66.1
2 1 or 2 days 91 6.8
3 3 to 5 days 41 2.8
4 6 to 9 days 33 2.4
5 10 to 19 days 50 3.7
6 20 to 29 days 64 4.5
7 All 30 days 178 13.6

Missing 41

Q30. During the past 30 days, on the days you smoked, how many 
cigarettes did you smoke per day?

1 Did not smoke 929 65.8
2 Less than 1 per day 74 5.4
3 1 cigarette per day 69 5
4 2 to 5 cigarettes per day 203 14.5
5 6 to 10 cigarettes per day 69 5.4
6 11 to 20 cigarettes per day 24 2
7 More than 20 per day 25 1.9

Missing 34

Q31. During the past 30 days, how did you usually get your own cigarettes?

1 Did not smoke cigarettes 930 66.4
2 Store 42 3.4
3 Vending machine 1 0.1
4 Someone else bought them 160 11.9
5 Borrowed them 150 11.1
6 Stole them 27 1.9
7 Some other way 73 5.3

Missing 44

Q32. When you bought cigarettes in a store during the par 30 days, were you 
ever asked to show proof of age?

1 Did not buy cigarettes 1,276 88.9
2 Yes 53 4.4
3 No 93 6.7

Missing 5

High School Survey Part I-A6
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Unweighted Weighted 
(N) (Percent)

Q33. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you smoke cigarettes on 
school property?

1 0 days 1,223 86.8
2 1 or 2 days 63 4.4
3 3 to 5 days 30 2.1
4 6 to 9 days 29 2.2
5 10 to 19 days 12 0.8
6 20 to 29 days 10 0.7
7 All 30 days 40 3

Missing 20

Have you ever smoked cigarettes regularly, that is, at least one
cigarette every day for 30 days?

1 Yes 385 28.5
2 No 1,019 71.5

Missing 23

Have you ever tried to quit smoking cigarettes?

1 Yes 482 36.2
2 No 866 63.8

Missing 79

Q36. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you use chewing tobacco 
or snuff, such as Redman, Levi Garrett, Beechnut, Skoal, Skoal Bandits, 
orCopenhagen?

1 0 days 1,198 84.6
2 1 or 2 days 69 5
3 3 to 5 days 30 2.2
4 6 to 9 days 20 1.6
5 10 to 19 days 23 1.6
6 20 to 29 days 14 1.1
7 All 30 days 54 4.1

Missing 19

Q37. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you use chewing tobacco 
or snuff on school property?

1 0 days 1,276 90.1
2 1 or 2 days 40 3.1
3 3 to 5 days 18 1.2
4 6 to 9 days 17 1.2
5 10 to 19 days 11 0.9
6 20 to 29 days 10 0.8
7 All 30 days 36 2.8

Missing 19

Part I-A7 High School Survey



Y o u t h  R i s k  B e h a v i o r  S u r v e y - 1 9 9 9

Unweighted Weighted 
(N) (Percent)

Q38. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you smoke cigars, 
cigarillos, or little cigars?

1 0 days 1,265 88.3
2 1 or 2 days 91 6.8
3 3 to 5 days 31 2.2
4 6 to 9 days 9 0.7
5 10 to 19 days 3 0.2
6 20 to 29 days 2 0.2
7 All 30 days 21 1.6

Missing 5

Q39. During your life, on how many days have you had at least one drink of alcohol?

1 0 days 275 19.8
2 1 or 2 days 149 10.7
3 3 to 9 days 224 16.6
4 10 to 19 days 154 11.7
5 20 to 39 days 145 11.1
6 40 to 99 days 153 12.6
7 100 or more days 215 17.5

Missing 112

Q40. How old were you when you had your first drink of alcohol other than a few sips'7

1 Never drank alcohol 272 19.5
2 8 years old or younger 147 11.4
3 9 or 10 years old 119 9.1
4 11 or 12 years old 182 13.5
5 13 or 14 years old 392 29.3
6 15 or 16 years old 192 15.5
7 17 years old or older 18 1.7

Missing 105

Q41. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you have at 
least one drink of alcohol?

1 0 days 749 53.1
2 1 or 2 days 267 19.3
3 3 to 5 days 160 11.8
4 6 to 9 days 105 8.4
5 10 to 19 days 55 4.4
6 20 to 29 days 17 1.2
7 All 30 days 24 1.9

Missing 50

High School Surve. Part I-A8
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Unweighted Weighted 
(N) (Percent)

Q42. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you have five or more 
drinks of alcohol in a row, that is, within a couple of hours?

1 0 days 942 65.6
2 1 day 134 10.1
3 2 days 102 7.3
4 3 to 5 days 103 7.7
5 6 to 9 days 72 5.6
6 10 to 19 days 25 1.9
7 20 or more days 22 1.8

Missing 27

Q43. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you have at least one 
drink of alcohol on school property?

1 0 days 1,326 93.7
2 1 or 2 days 53 3.6
3 3 to 5 days 11 0.8
4 6 to 9 days 3 0.2
5 10 to 19 days 7 0.6
6 20 to 29 days 1 0.1
7 All 30 days 14 1.1

Missing 12

. During your life, how many times have you used marijuana?

1 0 times 635 42.9
2 1 or 2 times 146 10.6
3 3 to 9 times 141 10.4
4 10 to 19 times 77 5.7
5 20 to 39 times 85 5.9
6 40 to 99 times 81 6.1
7 100 or more times 239 18.3

Missing 23

How old were you when you tried marijuana for the first time?

1 Never tried marijuana 635 42.7
2 8 years old or younger 55 4.2
3 9 or 10 years old 41 2.9
4 11 or 12 years old 142 9.9
5 13 or 14 years old 359 26.2
6 15 or 16 years old 159 12.2
7 17 years old or older 20 1.9

Missing 16

Part I-A9 High School Survey
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Unweighted Weighted 
(N) (Percent)

Q46. During the past 30 days, how many times did you use marijuana?

1 0 times 991 69.3
2 1 or 2 times 123 9
3 3 to 9 times 97 6.9
4 10 to 19 times 62 4.5
5 20 to 39 times 46 3.5
6 40 or more times 87 6.8

Missing 21

Q47. During the past 30 days, how many times did you use marijuana 
on school property?

1 0 times 1,285 91
2 1 or 2 times 41 3
3 3 to 9 times 35 2.6
4 10 to 19 times 19 1.4
5 20 to 39 times 2 0.1
6 40 or more times 26 1.9

Missing 19

Q48. During your life, how many times have you used any form of cocaine, 
including powder, crack, orfreebase?

1 0 times 1,295 91.2
2 1 or 2 times 45 3.5
3 3 to 9 times 23 1.7
4 10 to 19 times 12 1
5 20 to 39 times 7 0.5
6 40 or more times 28 2.1

Missing 17

Q49. During the past 30 days, how many times did you use any form of 
cocaine, including powder, crack, orfreebase?

1 0 times 1,354 95.9
2 1 or 2 times 21 1.7
3 3 to 9 times 10 0.7
4 10 to 19 times 2 0.2
5 20 to 39 times 3 0.2
6 40 or more times 18 1.3

Missing 19

Q50. During your life, how many times have you sniffed glue, or breathed the 
contents of aerosol spray cans, or inhaled any paints or sprays to get high?

1 0 times 1,213 85.5
2 1 or 2 times 98 7
3 3 to 9 times 46 3.4
4 10 to 19 times 20 1.5
5 20 to 39 times 12 0.8
6 40 or more times 28 1.9

Missing 10

High School Survey Part I-A10
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Unweighted Weighted
(N) (Percent)

$ Q51. During the past 30 days, how many times have you sniffed glue,
^  breathed the contents of aerosol spray cans, or inhaled any paints or 
1 sprays to get high?

H 1 0 times 1,353 95.7
|  2 1 or 2 times 25 1.6
|  3 3 to 9 times 17 1.2
% 4 10 to 19 times 6 0.4
|  5 20 to 39 times 2 0.1
|  6 40 or more times 12 0.9
| Missing 12

|  Q52. During your life, how many times have you used heroin 
(also called smack, junk, or China White)17

j 1 0  times 1,371 96.1
| 2 1 or 2 times 17 1.4
S 3 3 to 9 times 6 0.5
\ 4 10 to 19 times 4 0.3
j 5 20 to 39 times 6 0.5
 ̂ 6 40 or more times 17 1.2

Missing 6

Q53. During your life, how many times have you used methamphetamines 
(also called speed, crystal, crank, or ice)?

1 0 times 1,277 89.1
2 1 or 2 times 67 4.9
3 3 to 9 times 23 1.8
4 10 to 19 times 19 1.5
5 20 to 39 times 8 0.6
6 40 or more times 27 2

Missing 6

Q54. During your life, how many times have you taken steroid pills or shots 
without a doctor’s prescription?

1 0 times 1,357 95
2 1 or 2 times 26 1.9
3 3 to 9 times 14 1.1
4 10 to 19 times 5 0.3
5 20 to 39 times 5 0.5
6 40 or more times 16 1.2

Missing 4

Q55. During your life, how many times have you used a needle to inject any illegal drug into your body?

1 0 times 1,377 96.5
2 1 time 18 1.5
3 2 or more times 27 2

Missing 5
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Unweighted Weighted 
(N) (Percent)

Q56. During the past 12 months, has anyone offered, sold, or given you an 
illegal drug on school property?

1 Yes 402 29
2 No 1,014 71

Missing 11

. Have you ever had sexual intercourse?

1 Yes 564 43.3
2 No 809 56.7

Missing 54

, How old were you when you had sexual intercourse for the first time?

1 Never had sexual intercourse 808 56.7
2 11 years old or younger 56 4.1
3 12 years old 40 2.9
4 13 years old 85 6.3
5 14 years old 133 9.8
6 15 years old 138 10.4
7 16 years old 75 6.2
8 17 years old or older 37 3.6

Missing 55

During your life, with how many people have you had sexual intercourse?

1 Never had sexual intercourse 806 56.7
2 1 person 203 15.7
3 2 people 97 7.2
4 3 people 82 6.3
5 4 people 54 4.1
6 5 people 23 1.8
7 6 or more people 102 8.2

Missing 60

Q60. During the past three months, with how many people did you 
have sexual intercourse?

1 Never had sexual intercourse 807 56.7
2 None during past 3 months 220 16.4
3 1 person 251 19.9
4 2 people 45 3.4
5 3 people 15 1.2
6 4 people 3 0.2
7 5 people 1 0.1
8 6 or more people 27 2.1

Missing 58
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Unweighted Weighted 
(N) (Percent)

Q61. Did you drink alcohol or use drugs before you had sexual intercourse 
the last time?

1 Never had sexual intercourse 808 56.6
2 Yes 179 13.7
3 No 387 29.7

Missing 53

, The last time you had sexual intercourse, did you or your partner use a condom?

1 Never had sexual intercourse 804 56.9
2 Yes 353 26.5
3 No 204 16.6

Missing 66

The last time you had sexual intercourse, what one method did you or
your partner use to prevent pregnancy?

1 Never had sexual intercourse 808 57.6
2 No method was used 82 6.4
3 Birth control pills 6 5.6
4 Condoms 286 21.6
5 Depo-Provera 30 2.4
6 Withdrawal 49 4.1
7 Some other method 10 0.8
8 Not sure 21 1.5

Missing 75

Q64. How many times have you been pregnant or gotten someone pregnant?

1 0 times 1,316 93.2
2 1 time 42 3.3
3 2 or more times 16 1.2
4 Not sure 30 2.3

Missing 23

Q65. How do you describe your weight?

1 Very underweight 26 1.8
2 Slightly underweight 185 13.2
3 About the right weight 745 52.3
4 Slightly overweight 409 29
5 Very overweight 53 3.7

Missing 9

Q66. Which of the following are you trying to do about your weight?

1 Lose weight 614 42.6
2 Gain weight 217 16.2
3 Stay the same weight 219 15.3
4 Not trying to do anything 366 25.9

Missing 11
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Unweighted Weighted

Q67. During the past 30 days, did you exercise to lose weight or to keep 
from gaining weight?

(N) (Percent)

1 Yes 814 57.3
2 No 594 42.7

Missing

Q68. During the past 30 days, did you eat less food, fewer calories, or foods low 
in fat to lose weight or to keep from gaining weight?

19

1 Yes 576 40.1
2 No 841 59.9

Missing

Q69. During the past 30 days, did you go without eating for 24 hours or more 
(also called fasting) to lose weight or to keep from gaining weight?

10

1 Yes 177 11.9
2 No 1,235 88.1

M' jing

Q70. During the past 30 days, did you take any diet pills, powders, or liquids 
without a doctor’s advice to lose weight?

15

1 Yes 101 7.1
2 No 1,313 92.9

Missing
Q71. During the past 30 days, did you vomit or take laxatives to lose weight or 

to keep from gaining weight?

13

1 Yes 76 5.2
2 No 1,338 94.8

Missing

Q72. During the past seven days, how many times did you drink 100% fruit 
juices such as orange juice, apple juice, or grape juice?

13

1 Not during the past 7 days 216 15.4
2 1 to 3 times past 7 days 447 31.8
3 4 to 6 times pasi 7 days 290 20.2
4 1 time per day 123 8.8
5 2 times per day 155 10.8
6 3 times per day 101 7
7 4 or more times per day 83 6.1

Missing 12
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Unweighted Weighted 
(N) (Percent)

Q73. During the past seven days, how many times did you eat fruit?

1 Not during the past 7 days 134 9.4
2 1 to 3 times past 7 days 485 35
3 4 to 6 times past 7 days 329 23
4 1 time per day 169 11.9
5 2 times per day 162 11.3
6 3 times per day 76 5.5
7 4 or more times per day 56 4

Missing 16

Q74. During the past seven days, how many times did you eat green salad?

1 Not during the pas' 7  days 394 27.6
0tm 1 to 3 limes past V days 609 42.8
3 4 to 6 times past 7 days 207 14.8
4 1 time per day 136 9.7
5 2 times per day 39 3
6 3 times per day 6 0.5
7 4 or more times per day 23 1.7

Missing 13

Q75. During the past seven days, how many times did you eat potatoes?

1 Not during the past 7 days 344 23.5
2 1 to 3 times past 7 days 754 53.6
3 4 to 6 times past 7 days 206 14.7
4 1 time per day 70 5.1
5 2 times per day 21 1.6
6 3 times per day 6 0.5
7 4 or more times per day 16 1.1

Missing 10

Q76. During the past seven days, how many times did you eat carrots?

1 Not during the past 7 days 551 38.8
2 1 to 3 times past 7 days 594 42.1
3 4 to 6 times past 7 days 154 10.7
4 1 time per day 71 5.2
5 2 times per day 22 1.6
6 3 times per day 9 0.6
7 4 or more times per day 15 1

Missing 11
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Unweighted Weighted
(N) (Percent)

. During the past seven days, how many times did you eat other vegetables?

1 Not during the past 7 days 171 12.2
2 1 to 3 times past 7 days 551 39.3
3 4 to 6 times past 7 days 354 24.3
4 1 time per day 186 13.2
5 2 times per day 96 7.1
6 3 times per day 26 1.8
7 4 or more times per day 30 2.1

Missing 13

. During the past seven days, how many glasses. ' milk did you drink?

1 Not during the past 7 days 158 11.3
2 1 to 3 glasses past 7 days 266 18.5
3 4 to 6 glasses past 7 days 257 18.2
4 1 glass per day 186 13.1
5 2 glasses per day 242 16.8
6 3 glasses per day 152 11.3
7 4 or more glasses per day 151 10.8

Missing 15

On how many of the past seven days did you exercise or participate in
physical activities for at least 20 minutes that made you sweat and breathe hard?

1 0 days 182 13.1
2 1 day 88 5.9
3 2 days 131 9.2
4 3 days 174 12.3
5 4 days 149 10.6
6 5 days 220 15.5
7 6 days 136 9.9
8 7 days 337 23.5

Missing 10

Q80. On how many of the past seven days did you participate in physical
activity for at least 30 minutes that did not make you sweat or breathe hard?

1 0 days 402 28
2 1 day 153 10.5
3 2 days 179 13
4 3 days 170 11.7
5 4 days 116 8.2
6 5 days 91 6.6
7 6 days 44 3.4
8 7 days 261 18.7

Missing 11
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Unweighted Weighted 
(N) (Percent)

Q81. On how many of the past seven days did you do exercises to strengthen 
or tone your muscles, such as push-ups, sit-ups, or weight lifting?

1 0 days 238 20.6
2 1 day 122 8.4
3 2 days 152 10.9
4 3 days 192 13.6
5 4 days 166 11.4
6 5 days 182 12.9
7 6 days 88 6.4
8 7 days 224 15.9

Missing 13

Q82. On an average school day, how many hours do you watch TV?

1 No TV on average school day 151 11
2 Less than 1 hour per day 238 17
3 1 hour per day 227 16.2
4 2 hours per day 329 23.1
5 3 hours per day 236 16.9
6 4 hours per day 112 8.1
7 5 or more hours per day 114 7.7

Missing 20

Q83. In an average week when you are in school, on how many days do you 
go to physical education (PE) classes?

1 0 days 638 49.6
2 1 day 8 0.6
3 2 days 10 0.8
4 3 days 102 7.7
5 4 days 280 19.8
6 5 days 284 21.5

Missing 105

Q84. During an average physical education (PE) class, how many minutes do 
you spend actually exercising or playing sports?

1 Do not take PE 638 49.6
2 Less than 10 minutes 21 1.5
3 10 to 20 minutes 59 4.1
4 21 to 30 minutes 107 7.9
5 More than 30 minutes 497 37

Missing 105

Q85. During the past 12 months, on how many sports teams did you play?

1 0 teams 479 34
2 1 team 336 23.8
3 2 teams 288 20.3
4 3 or more teams 313 21.8

Missing 11
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Y o u t h  R i s k  B e h a v i o r  S u r v e y - 1 9 9 9

Unweighted Weighted 
(N) (Percent)

Q86. During the past 12 months, how many times were you injured while 
exercising, playing sports, or being physically active and had to be 
treated by a doctor or nurse?

1 0 times 781 55.4
2 1 time 299 21.1
3 2 times 189 13.5
4 3 times 70 4.8
5 4 times 19 1.3
6 5 or mere times 55 4

Missing 14

Q87. Have you ever been taught about AIDS or HIV infection in school?

1 Yes 1,254 88.5
2 No 86 6.3
3 Not sure 76 5.2

Missing 11
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Y o u t h  R i s k  B e h a v i o r  S u r v e y - 1 9 9 9

1999 Youth Risk Behavior Survey Results 
Alaska (Excluding Anchorage) Middle School Survey

Unweighted Unweighted
(N) (Percent)

. How old are you?
1 10 years old or younger 1 0.1
2 11 years old 6 0.6
3 12 years old 106 10.9
4 13 years old 422 43.3
5 14 years old 409 42
6 15 years old 24 2.5
7 16 years old or older 6 0.6

Missing 1

What is your sex?
1 Female 493 50.9
2 Male 475 49.1

Missing 7

In what grade are you?
1 6th grade 12 1.2
2 7th grade 349 36.2
3 8th grade 596 61.8
4 Other 7 0.7

Missing 11

How do you describe yourself?

1 American Indian or Alaska Native 251 26.4
2 Asian 16 1.7
3 Black or African American 14 1.5
4 Hispanic or Latino 13 1.4
5 Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander 8 0.8
6 White 576 60.7
7 Multiple - Hispanic 7 0.7
8 Multiple - Non-Hispanic 64 6.7

Missing 26

Q5. Height in meters 

Q6. Weight in kilograms

Q7. How often do you wear a seat belt when riding in a car?

1 Never 87 9
2 Rarely 109 11.2
3 Sometimes 208 21.5
4 Most of the time 305 31.5
5 Always 260 26.8

Missing 6
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Y o u t h  R i s k  B e h a v i o r  S u r v e y - 1 9 9 9

Unweighted Unweighted
(N) (Percent)

Q8. When you ride a bicycle, how often do you wear a helmet?

1 Do not ride a bicycle 60 6.2
2 Never 556 57.5
3 Rarely 140 14.5
4 Sometimes 80 8.3
5 Most of the time 88 9.1
6 Always 43 4.4

Missing 8

QP When you rollerblade or ride a skateboard, how often do you wear a helmet?

1 Do not rollerblade/skateboard 348 35.9
2 Never 419 43.2
3 Rarely 76 7.8
4 Sometimes 47 4.9
5 Most of the time 35 3.6
6 Always 44 4.5

Missing 6

Q10. Have you ever ridden in a car driven by someone who had been 
drinking alcohol?
1 Yes 378 39
2 No 436 45
3 Not sure 155 16

Missing 6

Q11. Have you ever carried a weapon, such as a gun, knife, or club?

1 Yes 502 52
2 No 464 48

Missing 9

Q12. Have you ever been in a physical fight?

1 Yes 591 61.6
2 No 369 38.4

Missing 15

Q13. Have you ever been in a physical fight in which you were hurt and 
had to be treated by a doctor or nurse?

1 Yes 69 7.2
2 No 896 92.8

Missing 10

Q14. Have you ever seriously thought about killing yourself?

1 Yes 240 24.8
2 No 729 75.2

Missing 6
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Y o u t h  R i s k  B e h a v i o r  S u r v e y - 1 9 9 9

Q15. Have you ever made a plan about how you would kill yourself?

1 Yes
2 No 

Missing
Q16. Have you ever tried to kill yourself?

Unweighted
(N)

193
778

4

Q19. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you smoke cigarettes?

Unweighted
(Percent)

19.9
80.1

1 Yes 111 11.4
2 No 859 88.6

Missing 5

Have you ever tried cigarette smoking, even one or two puffs?

1 Yes 535 57.3
2 No 398 42.7

Missing 2

How old were you when you smoked a whole cigarette for the first time?

1 Never smoked a cigarette 524 55.7
2 8 years old or younger 73 7.8
3 9 years old 46 4.9
4 10 years old 64 6.8
5 11 years old 63 6.7
6 12 years old 93 9.9
7 13 years old 65 6.9
8 14 years old or older 12 1.3

Missing 35

1 0 days 739 79
2 1 or 2 days 56 6
3 3 to 5 days 28 3
4 6 to 9 days 25 2.7
5 10 to 19 days 24 2.6
6 20 to 29 days 20 2.1
7 All 30 days 44 4.7

Missing 39

Q20. During the past 30 days, on the days you smoked, how many cigarettes 
did you smoke per day?

1 Did not smoke cigarettes 733 78.8
2 Less than 1 cigarette 55 5.9
3 1 cigarette 38 4.1
4 2 to 5 cigarettes 71 7.6
5 6 to 10 cigarettes 23 2.5
6 11 to 20 cigarettes 5 0.5
7 More than 20 cigarettes 5 0.5

Missing 45
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Y o u t h  R i s k  B e h a v i o r  S u r v e y - 1 9 9 9

Unweighted
(N)

Q21. During the past 30 days, how did you usually get your own cigarettes?

Q24. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you use chewing tobacco 
or snuff, such as Redman, Levi Garrett, Beechnut, Skoal, Skoal Bandits, 
or Copenhagen?

Unweighted
(Percent)

1 Did not smoke cigarettes 732 79
2 Store 4 0.4
4 Someone else bought them 59 6.4
5 Borrowed them 63 6.8
6 Stole them 24 2.6
7 Some other way 44 4.8

Missing 49

, When you bought cigarettes in a store during the past 30 days, were you
ever asked to show proof of age?

1 Did not buy cigarettes 875 92.1
2 Yes 14 1.5
3 No 61 6.4

Missing 25

Have you ever smoked cigarettes regularly, that is, at least one
cigarette, every day for 30 days?

1 Yes 155 16.4
2 No 793 83.6

Missing 27

1 0 days 881 91.9
2 1 or 2 days 27 2.8
3 3 to 5 days 13 1.4
4 6 to 9 days 5 0.5
5 10 to 19 days 9 0.9
6 20 to 29 days 5 0.5
7 All 30 days 19 2

Missing 16

During the past 30 days, on how many days did you smoke cigars,
cigarillos, or little cigars?

1 0 days 900 93.2
2 1 or 2 days 39 4
3 3 to 5 days 4 0.4
4 6 to 9 days 8 0.8
5 10 to 19 days 3 0.3
6 20 to 29 days 1 0.1
7 All 30 days 11 1.1

Missing 9
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Y o u t h  R i s k  B e h a v i o r  S u r v e y - 1 9 9 9

Unweighted
(N)

Q26. Have you ever had a drink of alcohol, other than a few sips?

1 Yes 450
2 No 465

Missing 60

Q27. How old were you when you had your first drink of alcohol other than a few sips?

1 Never drank alcohol 452
2 8 years old or younger 85
3 9 years old 35
4 10 years old 41
5 11 years old 64
6 12 years old 108
7 13 years old 89
8 14 years old or older 27

Missing 74

Q28. Have you ever used marijuana?

1 Yes 274
2 No 674

Missing 27

Q29. How old were you when you first tried marijuana for the first time?

1 Never tried marijuana 672
2 8 years old or younger 35
3 9 years old 20
4 10 years old 26
5 11 years old 54
6 12 years old 64
7 13 years old 60
8 14 years old or older 15

Missing 29

Q30. Have you ever used any form of cocaine, including powder, crack, or freebase?

1 Yes 55
2 No 907

Missing 13

Q31. Have you ever sniffed glue, or breathed the contents of spray cans, or 
inhaled any paints or sprays to get high?

1 Yes 116
2 No 853

Missing 6

Unweighted
(Percent)

49.2
50.8

50.2
9.4
3.9 
4.6 
7.1 12
9.9 

3

28.9
71.1

71
3.7 2.1
2.7
5.76.8 
6.3 1.6
5.7

94.3

1288
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Y o u t h  R i s k  B e h a v i o r  S u r v e y - 1 9 9 9

Q32. Have you ever used steroids?12 Yes
No
Missing

Unweighted
(N)

26
9436

Q33. Have you ever used a needle to inject any illegal drug into your body?12 Yes
No
Missing

Q34. Have you ever had sexual intercourse?12 Yes
No
Missing

17
945
13

142
757
76

Unweighted
(Percent)

2.7
97.3

1.8
98.2

15.8
84.2

i. How old were you when you had sexual intercourse for the first time?

1 Never had sexual intercourse 758 84.2
2 8 years old or younger 23 2.6
3 9 years old 4 0.4
4 10 years old 7 0.8
5 11 years old 19 2.1
6 12 years old 23 2.6
7 13 years old 47 5.2
8 14 years old or older 19 2.1

Missing 75

. With how many people have you ever had sexual intercourse?

1 Never had sexual intercourse 754 84.2
2 1 person 49 5.5
3 2 people 37 4.1
4 3 or more people 55 6.1

Missing 80

The last time you had sexual intercourse, did you or your partner use a condom?

1 Never had sexual intercourse 756 84.3
2 Yes 93 10.4
3 No 48 5.4

Missing 78

How do you describe your weight?

1 Very underweight 41 4.3
2 Slightly underweight 121 12.7
3 About the right weight 495 51.8
4 Slightly overweight 253 26.5
5 Very overweight 46 4.8

Missing 19
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Unweighted Unweighted
Q39. Which of the following are you trying to do about your weight? (N) (Percent)

1 Lose weight 428 44.5
2 Gain weight 96 10
3 Stay the same weight 206 21.4
4 Not trying to do anything 231 24

Missing 14

Q40. Have you ever exercised to lose weight or to keep from gaining weight?

1 Yes 632 65.7
2 No 330 34.3

Missing 13

Q41. Have you ever eaten less food, fewer calories, or foods low in fat to lose
weight or to keep from gaining weight?

1 Yes 444 46.5
2 No 510 53.5

Missing 21

Q42. Have you ever gone without eating for 24 hours or more (also called fasting)
to lose weight or keep from gaining weight?

1 Yes 209 21.8
2 No 749 78.2

Missing 17

Q43. Have you ever taken any diet pills, powders, or liquids without a doctor’s
advice to lose weight or to keep from gaining weight?

1 Yes 86 8.9
2 No 877 91.1

Missing 12

Q44. Have you ever v, mited or taken laxatives to lose weight or to keep from
gaining weight?

1 Yes 65 6.8
2 No 887 93.2

Missing 23

Q45. On how many of the past seven days did you exercise or participate in
physical activity for at least 20 minutes that made you sweat and breathe
hard, such as basketball, soccer, running, swimming laps?

1 0 days 110 11.5
2 1 day 73 7.7
3 2 days 73 7.7
4 3 days 106 11.1
5 4 days 90 9.4
6 5 days 148 15.5
7 6 days 83 8.7
8 7 days 271 28.4

Missing 21
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Q46. On an average school day, how many hours do you watch TV?

Unweighted
(N)

Unweighted
(Percent)

1 No TV on average school day 80 8.4
2 Less than 1 hour per day 157 16.4
3 1 hour per day 140 14.6
4 2 hours per day 233 24.3
5 3 hours per day 157 16.4
6 4 hours per day 92 9.6
7 5 or mere hours per day 99 10.3

Missing 17

Q47. In an average week when you are in school, on how many days do you go 
to physical education (PE) classes?

1 0 days
2 1 day
3 2 days
4 3 days
5 4 days
6 5 days 

Missing

Q48. Do you play on any sports teams? (Include any teams run by 
your school or community groups.)

1 Yes
2 No 

Missing

Q49. Have you ever been injured while exercising, playing sports, or being 
physically active and had to be treated by a doctor or nurse?

595
344
36

20.3 
3.1 
6.311.8

10.3 
48.2

63.4
36.6

1 Yes 535 56.1
? No 419 43.9

Missing 21

Have you ever been taught about AIDS or HIV infection in school?

1 Yes 717 76.8
2 No 109 11.7
3 Not sure 107 11.5

Missing 42
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A S S O C I A T I O N  O F

S f H O O L B O A R n C
Advocatesfor Alaska’s Youth

AASB Position Paper 
Support fo r Changing the Active Parent Consent 
Provision to Passive Consent fo r Student Surveys

M SB supports modifying the requirements for parental or legal guardian permission 
for a student to participate in a questionnaire or survey administered in a public 
school by making it easier for school districts to obtain the necessary permission.

The current Alaskan statute requiring Positive Parent Consent has an unintended 
negative consequence of erecting barriers between school district programs and 
services which focus on the reduction of risk behaviors among youth and the 
government and non-profit agencies that fund these efforts. In order to increase 
accountability among programs and services, we need to evaluate the effectiveness 
of these efforts. In order to evaluate the effectiveness of our efforis, we need to 
gather data relating to risk behaviors and the corresponding assets of youth. In order 
to collect data, we need to reduce the barriers which interfere with school and agency 
efforts of collecting data that is confidential, legal, accurate, and relevant.

M SB believes that there are tangible benefits to conducting anonymous student 
surveys. In these times of accountability and accuracy, our member districts need 
data with which to weigh the effectiveness of their educational programs, monitor 
progress toward district wide objectives related to the health, safety, and well being of 
youth, and direct programs and services to the areas of greatest benefit.

Research and common sense shows us that parents sent an Active Consent Request 
Form are more likely not to sign and return the form due to apathy or inertia, rather 
than an objection to the survey itself.

M SB supports legislation which would:
• allow each public school district to establish the policies and guidelines related to 

student surveys, and
• eliminate the current unfunded mandate by replacing Active Parent Consent with 

Passive Parent Consent.

M SB supports the efforts of the legislature to provide local boards of education and 
each community with the tools necessary to increase student achievement and 
protect the health and safety of children and youth.

STATEM ENTS OF SUPPORT



Dear Representative Bunde,I support the bill (PIB408) to change the state law regarding A C T IV E  PARENT Consent for anonymous student surveys.Due to the positive parental consent law, our state and Alaskan communities have been at a disadvantage since we have not been able to get solid data back from our surveying efforts. The implications are vast, when it comes to collecting data on adolescents.Parent and student rights will be safeguarded with appropriate policies concerning surveys and questionnaires, and the appropriate protections will continue if the suggested changes in the law are enacted.Thank you for your consideration.Donna Rae FaulknerPO Box 3004, 811 Ocean Drive Loop, Homer, Alaska 99603 (907)235-4778Director of Alaska ICE Association of Alaska School Boards 319 West 11th Street Juneau, A K  99801



ANCHORAGE SCHOOL D ISTR IC T
Legislative Priorities 2002

R e v is e  P a r e n ta l P e rm is s io n  R e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  Q u e s t io n n a i r e s  a n d  S u rv e y s  

A d m in i s t e r e d  in  P u b l ic  S c h o o ls
The Anchorage School Board supports modifying the requirements fo r  parental o r legal guardian permission 
fo r  a student to participate in a questionnaire o r survey administered in a public school by making it easier fo r  
school districts to obtain the necessary permission. As a result o f the passage o fH .B . 70 in 1999, schools are 
unable to obtain an adequate sample to provide reliable information.Rationale: For state and federal grants, school districts need school-by-school data to accurately assess the need and success of current efforts. The low response rates on the 2001 Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) made this kind of detailed data impossible. In Anchorage, for exam­ple, the Anchorage School District Safe and Drug Free Schools had seven grants asking for such data. During the fall 1999 Site Review, Federal auditors put the ASD Sate

and Drug Free Schools program on notice that it was bor­dering on non-compliance due to lack of current data. The program lost three grants totaling $296,915. Other grants have not been applied for because the criteria indi­cated that without contemporary data, the application would not be competitive. Other youth-serving agencies and programs in Anchorage and throughout the state face similar grant rejection prospects.
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The Anchorage School Board supports modifying the requirements for 

parental permission for student participation in surveys or questionnaires. Our 

district has experienced significant difficulties collecting sufficient signatures for 

statistically valid surveys. We are also having to make substantial administrative 

etl'orts and expenditures to collect, track and report the permission data. As a 

c&aaftf result we have already lost about $300,000 in grants and federal auditors 

huve put our Safe and Drug Free Schools program on notice that it’s bordering on 

non-compliance due to lack o f  current data.

The current language o f  AS 14.03.110 requires active parent permission in 

all cases o f  student surveys or questionnaires, whether anonymous or not. It 

applies to all surveys that inquire into personal or private family affairs o f  the 

student that are not a matter o f  public record or subject to public observation. 

While active parental permission can be granted on an annual basis for anonymous 

surveys, specific permission is required lor each survey that is not anonymous. In 

the Anchorage School District, the cost o f  administering a district-wide or school- 

wide survey can reach into the tens o f  thousands o f  dollars as a result o f  this 

requirement for active prior parental consent.

An equally important problem with active consent for all surveys is that 

many parents, with their busy schedules, simply don’t have, or don’t take, the time 

to respond. Most parents o f  high school students don't even show up when their
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children register for school. Active parent permission requires parents take the 

time to complete the permission form and return it to the District. Unless parents 

also read background about the need for such survey information they often fail to 

see why these efforts even matter. The end result is that the surveys administered 

may not be statistically meaningful because the numbers responding are so low. 

In fact, in the A SD , several planned surveys have been scrapped because o f  low 

parent response. Unfortunately, the decision to discontinue a planned survey 

occurs only after our District has spent thousands o f  dollars to give notice o f  the 

survey and to seek parental permission, often going back two or three times to try 

for adequate numbers.

Oil the other hand, the parental right to deny permission (passive parental 

consent), as proposed in H B  408 , will permit the administration o f  anonymous 

surveys to all students except those whose parents have indicated that they do not 

want the survey to be administered to their student. Parents will continue to have 

ample opportunity to review any survey. The ability to administer surveys that 

have statistically significant results is necessary for educational research and 

studies relying on this data. This is hampered under the existing law.

The ability o f  parents to consent to those surveys that are not anonymous, 

and to deny permission for those surveys that are, securely protects the privacy o f  

our students and their families. The continued requirement for full and complete
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notice in this bill will allow families to make informed decisions as to student 

participation.

Additionally, A S  14 .03 .110 is just one vehicle which protects the right o f  

privacy for students and their parents. Federally, the Family Educational Rights 

and Privacy A ct ( “ FHRPA ” ) provides that personally identifiable information 

contained in a student’s educational records is protected from disclosure to third 

parties without parental consent, except in limited instances. And a more recent 

second A ct, the Protection o f  Pupil Rights Amendment ( “ PPRA” or “Hatch  

Amendment” ) is similar to A laska’s student survey law. The PPRA protects the 

rights o f  parents and students in two ways. First, it ensures that instructional 

materials related tc a survey are available for inspection by parents. Second, it 

p-ovides that parental consent must be obtained before students arc required to 

participate in any USDOE -funded survey, analysis, or evaluation that reveals 

information in several categories deemed to be invasive o f  student or family 

privacy.

A ll A laska school districts that receive federal funds must comply with 

FERPA  and the PPRA . The PPRA consent requirements apply to any survey 

funded by monies from the United States Department o f  Education. The proposed 

language o f  H B  408  incorporates the same protections o f  the federal law, only it 

does so more broadly, applying to all surveys administered, regardless o f  the
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funding mechanism, and regardless o f whether student participation is required or 
is voluntary. Accordingly, IEB 408 adequately protects students in Alaska.

We appreciate the Committee efforts to recognize our concerns in this area. 
We are in process o f making a through review o f the bill and hope to be able to 
share some specific thoughts on its language in the near future. HB 408 addresses 
a significant problem; it is worthy o f support. We thank you for its introduction.

Debbie Ossiander, PO Box 670772, Chugiak, AK 688*2308
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>L o w e r
D e p a r t m e n t  O f  A c a d e m i c  P r o g r a m s  &  S u p p o r t

P.O. Box 305 
Bethel, AK 99559 fax: 907-543-4924 

Phone: 907-543-4806
February 19, 2002 
To Whom It May Concern:
This letter is to show the Lower Kuskokwim School District’ s support for the bill to repeal the active parental consent required for students to fill out surveys at school.
Our school district has had excellent participation in past Youth Risk Behavior Surveys. The data 
was not only reliable but extremely valuable. We routinely shared the YRBS report with local 
organizations that provide services aimed at prevention and intervention of high-risk behaviors. It 
was discouraging and damaging to have lost such a critical tool for measuring health related behaviors in our student population.
We have used the data from the surveys to provide direction in instructional programs and to apply 
for grant monies targeted at high-risk kids. Teachers and parents alike were interested in 
identifying the types of risky behaviors students were exposed to. Having reliable data to compare 
local statistics with state and national data was also informative. The information was sorely missed this pust year by our school district and community organizations.
In our district, much effort was expended to secure active parental consent for the most recent 
survey. The importance of full participation was stressed to teachers, students and parents. It was 
crucial that we try to match the level of past participation so we could continue receiving viable 
results from the survey. It was disappointing to see how drastic the drop in participation was after 
requiring the extra paperwork from schools, parents and students.
Even though we pushed very hard for active consent, there was risk in only gathering data from pre­selected students. The data would be biased if it only came from students whose parents signed the 
forms. Kids with high-risk behaviors ure often ones’vvho neglect to get paperwork in and it is likely that the results would be biased. In order to encourage students to answer survey questions 
truthfully we must show that their answers will be couched amid anonymity. If students knew that 
only a handful of their peers were completing surveys, they may not Tee) safe giving truthful information for fear of being identified from such a small field of participants.
The only way we can gather reliable data is to encourage maximum participation in the survey by 
making it as easy as possible for it to be administered. We strongly encourage the passage of this bill.

Julie McWjJliams Education Specialist, LKSD



David Moore, Ph.D. 
Associate D irec to r 
Safe and Drug Free Schools 
dmoorephd@ yahoo.com

Un ive rs ity o f W ashington 
College o f Education
Center for the Study and Teaching 
of At-Risk Students (C-STARS)

T h is te s tim o n y  is  in su p p o rt o f  th e  A la sk a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re 's  p ro p o sal to  rem o v e th e  p rovision  req u irin g a c tiv e  p a re n ta l c o n s e n t fo r  sch o o l d istricts  co n d u ctin g  s u rv e y s  to  d e te rm in e  th e  o n g o in g  h e a lth  n e e d s  o f  th e ir  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n .
The cu rre n t su rvey model is n o t va lid and unde r-reoo rts serious vou th hea lth problems. 
The W hite House's O ffice o f National D rug Contro l Policy dete rm ined th a t surveys 
requ iring active paren ta l consent a re invalid (D en t e t al, 1995). They unde r-repo rt va rious 
prob lem hea lth behaviors, inc lud ing marijuana use and a range o f risk tak ing behaviors.

Currently , th e leg is la tu re canno t aud it th e e ffec tiveness o f m any vou th hea lth care 
programs. Unless th is requ irem en t is rem oved, Alaska canno t accu ra te ly measure the 
im pact o f m any o f th e ir ch ildren , you th and fam ily services programs. Citizens canno t tra ck 
th e va lue and e ffec tiveness o f m any programs, inc lud ing those ta rge tin g vio lence and 
substance abuse reduction in commun ities.

Loss o f federa l funds to  o th e r sta tes. Alaskan program s com peting fo r federa l g ran t 
fund ing a re a t a disadvantage to  program s from  o th e r sta tes th a t can o ffe r program 
eva lua tion using va lid s tuden t su rveys th a t do no t requ ire active parenta l consent. Th is is 
a pa rticu la r ba rrie r in receiving th e  sta te 's fa ir share o f com pe titive substance abuse and 
vio lence preven tion gran ts. Valid program eva lua tion m ethods a re 15-30%  o f the scoring.

Recent passage o f th e Bush "Leave no child beh ind " educa tion bill removed m anda to ry 
active parenta l consen t and rep laced th a t prov is ion w ith guidance fo r local decis ion­
making:

"A  local educationa l agency th a t rece ives funds unde r any applicab le program shall 
deve lop and adop t policies, in consu lta tion w ith parents, regard ing the fo llow ing :
The rig h t o f a pa ren t o f a s tu den t to  inspect, upon th e  request o f th e paren t, a 
survey created by a th ird pa rty before th e su rvey is adm in is te red o r d is tribu ted by a 
school to  a studen t; and ( ii) any applicab le procedures fo r g ran ting a request by a 
pa ren t fo r reasonable access to such survey w ith in a reasonable period o f tim e a fte r 
th e request is rece ived ."

Th is provis ion a llow s fo r fo lly in fo rm ing paren ts and a llow ing them  to o p t o u t o f the 
survey. D is tric ts can make decis ions on a m ore ind iv idua lized basis. In particu la r, th e y can 
a llow passive consen t fo r critica l hea lth su rveys such as th e  Youth Health Behavior Survey; 
w h ile requ iring active parenta l consen t fo r less im po rta n t surveys.T h e  le g is la tu re  sh o u ld  a llo w  fo r  lo cal c o n tro l, on  an  in d ivid u alized  b a s is , o f  sch o o l su rv e y s .

mailto:dmoorephd@yahoo.com
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February 14,2002To Whom It May Concern:In 1995, Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium worked with the Juneau School District to conduct the Youth Risk Behavior Survey. Utilizing grant Funding from the federal Centers for Substance Abuse Prevention. SEARHC provided extensive financial and staff support to conduct the survey with the requirement that positive parent consent be obtained for each student. SEARHC wanted to be sure the data collected was accurate and meaningful which meant working hard to ensure a large percentage o f parent consent forms were returned, with as many positive consents as possible.SEARHC employed a pan-time stiff person who worked for approximately 3 -4  months focusing on organizing the effort to obtain positive parental consent. Incentives were provided to students and teachers to encourage them to return the parental consent forms (regardless o f whether the consent was positive or negative). Classes who returned 90% of the consent forms got to have a pizza party and the teachers received a financial incentive to cover extra classroom supplies. Students were given consent forms in class to take home and return to school, for those who did not return the consent forms a new form was mailed directly to the parents.Parents who still did not respond were contacted by phone by volunteers from the Mayor’s Task Force on Youth. Throughout the effort, die emphasis was on returning the consent form whether consent was positive or negative. Tracking the paperwork was an arduous task.Efforts were made to educate parents about the importance of accurate data on youth risk behaviors. Presentations wens made to parent groups at each school, information w p rin te d  in the newspaper, and copies of the survey were available for parents to review at multiple locations in each school. VTicn parents received education about the survey, the majority recognized the importance of accurate data in developing programs and choosing priorities and readily gave their consent. The big struggle was gening students to return the form, when the fomt was returned the vast majority of parents gave positive consent. Only a small number refused to allow their child to participate in the survey and this request was always honored.Juneau was able to get enough consent forms returned to make the survey results accurate, but this came at a great expense of both time and money. It would have been much more beneficial to have used the time and money to implement programs to prevent substance use rather then collecting and counting papers .In future years, SFARH C was not able to provide the same support to obtain consents and instead focused on substance abuse prevention programs.Sincerely.
Jeannie Monk, MPHformer Health Promotion Manager & YRBS Coordinator
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Revilfa Island Prevention Coalition
3054 Fifth Avenue 9  Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 

907-225-4350

February 15,2002

Derek Peterson, Director Child and Youth Advocacy 
Association of Alaska School Boards 
Juneau, Alaska

To Whom It May Concern:

I am very pleased to learn about House Bill No. 408 that would change the parental 
consent requirementfor surveys or questionnaires that are anonymous. PATCHWorks is 
a community asset building initiative in Ketchikan. In 1997 and 2001 in cooperation with 
the Ketchikan School District, we administered Search Institute's P r o f i l e s  o f  S t u d e n t  
L i f e ;  A t t i t u d e s  a n d  B e h a v i o r s  survey. They were a n  absolute nightmare to accomplish.

to  obtain the most valid data, we targeted our total 71h-12lh grade population of 1200 
students. According to the existing Alaska statute, our formidable task was to get 1200 
permission slips. As a former School Board member, I understand the value of this data 
for planning and funding purposes. Also, as research supports, the health status of 
student? is directly related to their academic performance.

We spent months and thousands of dollars to have parents return permission slips. We 
had tables at back to school night and conferences. We did expensive direct mailings.
We sponsored Incentives for students to bring forms back. We published ads in the paper 
and paid for PSAs on radio. In our most recent survey, after this tremendous effort, we 
had obtained about 810 permission slips, or about 60% of our targeted group.

Here are some o f  the serious challenges:

>  It Is a nightmare for school principals to figure out an administration time that 
does not disrupt classes because you have only a partial group of your student 
body participating in the survey.

> The validity of the results are questionable, and possibly skewered because 
parents in struggling or non-supportive families are less likely to make the effort 
to rntum the permission slips.

>  Districts are resistant to conducting surveys because of the added stress, and as 
a result are at risk of losing funding through grants that require recent data.

y  Districts are hindered In measuring outcomes and effectiveness of certain critical
programs such as substance abuse prevention education.

>  Finally, communities are limited in obtaining valuable information to guide public 
officials and educate citizens in meeting the needs of their youth.

I strongly support passage of House Bill No. 408. It still gives parents the opportunity to 
withdraw their child from the survey if that is their choice. And I know from experience 
that the major surveys go to great lengths to assure that participants are anonymous.

Sincerely.

Diane Gubatayao, PATCHWorks Coordinator 
Member, Revilla Island Prevention Coalition

Member o f  C o m m u n i t y  A n t i - D r u g  C o a l i t i o n s  o f  America



Subject:Date: Thu, 14 Feb 2002 18:16:20 -0600 From: Peggy Spittler <peggy.spittler@ne^rt.org>To: '"representative_con_bunde@legis.state.ak.us"' <Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>
Dear Representative BundeI would like you to know that I strongly am in favor of the following bill!
HB 408 - Student Survey Bill Thank you"The illiterate of the 21st century will not be those who cannot read and write, but those who cannot learn, unlearn, and relearn." Alvin Toffler
Peggy Spittler, Executive Director American Heart Association 1057 West Fireweed, Suite 100 Anchorage, A K  99503 phone 907.263.2015 fax 907.263.2045 toll-free 888.276.0858
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positive parental permission for surveying l

Subject: positive parental permission for surveying 
Date: Fri, 15 Feb 2002 14:44:31 -0900 

From: "Dawn Miller" <dmiller-ncaddj@ak.net>
To: <Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>

Rep. Bunde,
I'm writing to convey my support for HB 408. As a provider of services to youth who are at risk of chemical 

dependency, teen pregnancy, acts of violence and school drop out, I cannot stress how crucial it is that the 
prevention community be able to assess youth's behaviors, attitudes and knowledge surrounding these issues. I 
urge you to convey to all participating parties how necessary the information in these surveys is to providing 
appropriate, effective prevention programming for our youth.
Thank you,
D . .Miller
National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence

l of I 2/18/2002 9:17 AM
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HB 408

Subject: HB 408
Date: Thu, 14 Feb 2002 18:05:23 -0900 

From: "John and Karen" <steinmarie@gd.net>
To: <Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Rep. BundeI support legislation to ease the restrictions on anonymous student surveys.The present restrictions make scientifically accurate information about our students and schools unreasonably difficult to obtain.Timely, repeatable inquires are essential to establish trends on issues of risk behavior, school safety and health and to measure the effectiveness of remedial efforts. This same information helps manage HSS budget expenditures to keep costs down.Thank youJohn C. Stein, Executive Director, Kids Are People, inc., Mat-Su
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Student Surveys

Subject: Student SurveysDate: Thu, 14 Feb 2002 14:00:33 -0900 From: "Christinar" <christinar@serrc.org>Organization: SERRCTo: <Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>
Representative Bunde

I would like to request you support changing the student survey consent law. Presently, the lav; requires active 
parent consent. If we are to obtain a realistic picture of students behaviors we need to hear from a greater population 
of students. By having passive student consent parents are still given ample opportunity to see any surveys given to 
their students and request the their students not participate.
Thank you for your work toward getting this changed.

Christina Reagle

Christina Reagle, M.Ed.
SERRC
900 West 5th Ave., Suite 101 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
907.349.0651

2/14/2002 2:56 PM
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Siudcnt Surveys

Subject: Student SurveysDate: Thu, 14 Feb 2002 16:00:53 -0900 From: Judy Neary <judy.neary@searhc.org>To: Con Bunde <Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>
This is in regards to HB 408 and the student surveys. As an individual working with youth, gathering unoiased and honest information from students is vital to structuring our programs to meet the needs of youth in our schools. Please change the way the law currently reads and allow students to complete anonymous surveys without their parents' consent.

2/14/2002 4:04 PM
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HB 408

Subject: HB 408Date: Fri, 15 Feb 2002 16:59:42 -0900 From: Jim Douglas <jyces@uas.alaska.edu>Organization: Alaska Cooperative ExtensionTo: Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us,representative_beth_kertulla@legis.state.ak.us,Representative_Bill_Hudson@legis. state.ak.us
Representatives Bunde. Kertulla, and Hudson, It is imperative that we are able to conduct survey's in schools to determine not only attitudes but in many cases student successes and failures with such things as substance abuse, character education, daily school and personal issues.The present law requiring parental consent negates most surveys as youth fail to get the forms home or the forms get lost at home. The change to allow parents the right of non consent will allow those parents who object to a survey to remove their child from the pool, without reducing the valuable information we need to make informed judgments about youth issues. Please know that the state 4-H program supports HB 408 as we need the type of information these surveys provide so we can adjust our programs to meet the real needs of today's youth. Thanks for your support.Jim Douglas4-H Program Chair907-465-87563032 Vintage Blvd. Suite 104 Juneau, A K  99801 jyces@uas.alaska.edu
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HB408 testimony-pleasc replace email I sent 5 minutes ago I

Subject: HB408 testimony--please replace email I sent 5 minutes ago Date: Fri, 15 Feb 2002 15:58:03 -0900 From: "Jessica Paris" <parisj@mail.jsd.kl2.ak.us>To: Representative_Con_Bunde@Iegis.state.ak.usI am a teacher at JD H S. I am writing in support of HB408, which allows us to survey youth with passive parental consent. As a society we are often naive about the problems our youth face and the risky behaviors they choose to participate in. If it weren't for the 1999 YRBS (an anonymous survey of Alaska teens), I would never have thought that over half or our juniors and seniors have had sex. I still find it difficult to believe that 1 out of 4 of my little freshmen have had sex. We obviously need to do better at educating them about how to say no.We do have programs that are trying to do that right now, like ATI (Alaska Teen Institute) and PSI (Postponing Sexual Involvement), but we need to be able to get accurate statistics in order to evaluate the need and the effectiveness of these and other programs designed to help youth. What if these programs are a waste of time? What if they do not achieve their goals or in fact do more harm than good? They should not continue to receive money. These programs need to be held accountable. And what if the programs are both necessary and effective? Shouldn't they continue to be funded?But how are we to evaluate them without information about youth behavior? We need to be able to survey a representative sample of youth in order to get valid information. Law 14.03.110, which requires active parental consent in order to survey youth , has (perhaps inadvertently) harmed our ability to judge what programs our students need and our ability to fund these programs. Requiring active parental consent hamstrings a survey because you only get statistics on Permission-Slip-Returning Kids or kids with School-Mail-Reading-And-Retuming Parents. And in a post 1999 attempt to survey students under active parental consent laws, "Returners" constituted about only 10% of the population. This might not invalidate an election, but it does invalidate a survey.Under HB408, parents will still have the right to refuse permission for their child to participate in an anonymous survey. Students will still have the right to refuse to participate.But under current law parents and students who want the student to participate in an anonymous survey will NOT have that right if the child doesn't remember to return the consent form. Why do they fail to return it? Maybe it's the same reason I always forget to buy toothpaste and lightbulbs.Please support HB 408. Thank you for your time.Jessica Paris Teacher at JDH S 586-4695
1 of 2 2/18/2002 9:18 AM
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HB 408 parent permission bill

Subject: HB 408 parent permission bill Date; Wed, 13 Feb 2002 23:48:28 -0900 From: Becky Judd <bjudd-h@ak.net>To: "'representative_con_bunde@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>
I strongly support this bill.I have talked with many many schools & youth organizations who don't have the data to know if their alcohol/drug prevention activities are effective, if their teen pregnancy prevention activities are curbing the initiation of early sexual activity, if all our anti-tobacco prevention efforts are stemming the tide of *een tobacco use!WE DON'T KN O W ... Because of the current law.We do have adequate prevalence data for the teen risk behaviors.The current law has put an undue financial and time burden on schools to get the active consent from parents for their children to participate in anonymous surveys.I know..having talked to many many many parents that, they never even see the permission slips..it just gets lost... a school mails them a second, third slip, makes phone calls to parents, and they still never make it back to the school. The time ($$$) spent on tracking those permission slips is C O ST LY .Meanwhile schools and youth organizations are not able to compete with local organizations from other states for national foundation or federal dollars because they can not document their needs nor trends, since we don't have the local or statewide prevalence data that comes from the YRBS.This spring the YR BS was administered to randomized schools around the state, again because of this law... there was not enough active parent consents to make the data collected useable.Alaska and its communities remain in the dark about the prevalence of our teens risk behaviors.Help us lift the veil! Parents will still have the right to deny participation. WE are removing undue burdens and dollars!Becky Judd 6401 Italy Cir.Anchorage A K  99516 345-3619

on 2/14/2002 8:20 AM
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Jeff Budd

Subject: Je ff  BuddDate: Thu, 14 Feb 2002 11:19:47 -0800 (PST)From: Jeff Budd <jbudd3500@yahoo.com>To: Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.siate.ak.us
14 Feb 02Dear Representative Bunde,Please help in the passing of the bill to allow youth serving agencies to better gather date so that we can provide the services our Alaska youth need and deserve. Thank you. Jeff Budd, Sitka, Alaska

Do You Yahoo!?Send FREE Valentine eCards with Yahoo! Greetings!
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HB 408 - Student Survey Bill

Subject: HB 408 - Student Survey Bill Date: Thu, 14 Feb 2002 13:53:56 -0800 From: Ley Schleich <arcticloon@gci.net>To: <Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>
Honorable Representative Bunde,I am writing to you with strong support for HB 408, the Student Survey bill, that is currently before you for consideration.I have been involved with helping school districts conduct the Youth Risk Behavior Survey, the Developmental Assets Survey, and other health-related surveys. I am familiar with the survey data needed for the statewide tobacco control plan. None of the data generated from these surveys since the requirement of active parental consent is of much value, in my estimation, because of the small "N's" due to theactive parent .onsent state law. As a prevention specialist striving to help schools and community groups in their efforts to be accountable and to conduct sound evaluations of programs, I can tell you the law makes this impossible.We can get good data about program effectiveness and behavior trends without hurting people. I believe parents' and students' rights and privileges will be protected through policies already in place for informing them of survey material and giving them an opportunity to opt out.I trust you and your colleagues in the Legislature will see the wisdom of repealing the active parental consent law by supporting HB408.

Sincerely,Ley SchleichOwner, Arctic Loon Consulting P. O. Box 874216 Wasilla, A K  99687

2/14/2002 2:32 PM
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HB 408

Subject: HB 408Date: Thu, 14 Feb 2002 16:40:29 -0800 From: "buddy4" <buddy4@alaska.net>To: "Representative Con Bunde" <Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>
Con,

I am writing in support of H B  408 which is the student survey bill. With passive consent of student surveys, public health will 
be able to measure the effectiveness of community and student programs designed to improve school performance and reduce 
high risk behavior.

As a parent I have no objection to my two teenagers taking an anonymous survey about their teenage habits.

Joan Diamond
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Subject: hb408Date: Thu, 14 Feb 2002 19:59:57 -0600 From: "echavarria" <echavarria@gci.net>To: <Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>
I understand that there is proposed legislation to change the state law regarding active written permission slips for 
surveys of students in our public schools.

I am an Athabascan Indian who has lived and worked in the rural setting of Alaska. I personnally was opposed to 
the original legislation requiring active written permission Jue to the impact and the cost to gather health behavior 
information of importance to our native people and to our population in general. I've written many grants that have 
used the state's valuable resource, the Adolescent Health Survey, which by the way was an anonymous survey. I 
certainly support this repeal as it relates to anonymous surveys. I thought the previous legislation was led by a 
strong minority of our population who don't understand the significance that demographics, epidemiology and 
statistics portrays in the measuring of outcome measures that are often not noticed in a short period of time 
especially when behavior change is the goal. I appreciate this opportunity to convey and exercise my rights 
to change policy in my home state. Thank you

2/15/2002
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HB 408 I

Subject: HB 408Date: Thu, 14 Feb 2002 21:18:07 -0900 From: Janice Tower <jtower@alaska.com>To: Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us
Dear Representative Bunde,Two things are on my mind tonight. First is to congratulate you for having the courage to push the Legislature into considering a broad-based revenue generating plan to help us balance the state budget. Finally, someone (you) threw a forward pass and not one off to the side.Secondly, I am in support of HB 408, a bill to change the law regarding active parent consent for participation in anonymous surveys. In order for educators and health professionals to target improvements in education and public health, the experts need to know what the kids are up to. Surveys such as the Youth Risk Behavior Survey could provide valuable insights to the behavior of adolescents. Better program design and planning would be a favorable end result.Thank you for your time, and keep up the good work.Janice Tower 7645 Griffith Street Anchorage, A K  99507

2/15/2002 S.25 AM
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Support for HB 408

Subject: Support for HB 408Date: Thu, 14 Feb 2002 20:51:32 -0900 From: "Bret and Kathy Burton" <burton@mtaonline.net>To: <Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.siate.ak.us>
Dear Representative Bunde,

It is with great enthusiasm that I relate to you my overwhelming approval of HB408

As a pediatrician it is imperative to know the children in my care, their families, and the environment in which they 
are growing. Commonly, I cannot be familiar with the all the facets of their lives. Ore tool to gain insight is the Youth 
Risk Behavior Survey from the Center's for Disease Control and Prevention. Every other year this anonymous 
survey is given in the public school system and snapshot is taken of our children's lives. The questions are 
balanced, non-intrusive, and non-suggestive. Answers are coallated by the CDC in Atlanta and given to our state to 
objectively evaluate how well we are providing healthy homes, schools, and communities. An example of the 2001 
survey can be seen at http://ww\v.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dash/vrbs/2001 suivev.htm

This valuable information has been incomplete for our state in the last several years. An assumption nas been 
legislated that parents can trust our schools to give our children answers in life but cannot be entrusted with asking 
them questions. Because we lack objective information about our children our state has missed the opportunity for 
federal and state grants to improve our educational processes.

Fortunately, HB408 changes that. Parents and guardians remain the experts on their children. Thus, they will be 
given the opportunity to deny administration of any questionnaire or survey. Furthermore, the school district must 
give at least two weeks written notice before a su.vey so parents can educate themselves about the questions posed 
and then decide if they wish to deny access to their children.

I believe this is positive legislation for our children. Thank you for your ongoing support of our future generations.

Bret Burton, MD, FAAP 
9643 Nulato Cir 
Eagle River, AK 9 9 5 7 7  
907.696.5535

2/15/2002 8:16 AM
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HB 408

Subject: HB 408Date: Fri, 15 Feb 2002 07:45:21 -0900 From: "Rocky Plotnick" <rockyplotnick@earthlink.net>To: <Representative_Con_Biinde@legis.state.ak.us>C C : <rocky@aklung.org>
Dear Representative Bunde-This message is to express my strong support for HB 408. This change in Alaska Statute would allow the implementation of harmless youth/teen surveys which I think are crucial in order to obtain meaningful data. Especially as we continue in our efforts to reduce tobacco use and other risky behaviors, we need to be able to document our progress. Not only as a public health professional, but as the parent of a teenager, I support HB 408.Sincerely,Rocky Plotnick, M S, CHES P.O. Box 110923 Anchorage, Alaska 99511 907-346-2956
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HB 408

Subject: H B 408Date: Fri, 15 Feb 2002 13:03:39 -0900 From: Ric Iannolino <converge@ptialaska.net>T . : Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us
Dear Representative BundeI would like to urge you and the house of representative to pass HB 408. This bill to amend the current law that prevents schools and other child and youth related organizations from abtaining critical information from students in order to assist them. I understand that it was not intended to harm children but the effect of this law has been very destructive.I am the chair of the Youth on the Street organization which is attempting to assist homeless youth in Juneau.We need to document the extent, characteristics and conditions of homeless youth in Juneau. The McDowell Group designed a Homeless Youth Survey which we conducted in May of 1998. The purpose of the survey was to get information to make the public aware fo the problem of homeless youth.We are trying to locate funding and support from national organizations through foundations and grants. We require accurate and reliable information which is not available at this time. We preparing to conduct another more extensive survey tool. We are aware that unless this bill is passed to amend the current law we may not be able to obtain the information required to obtain additional funding.I urge you and the house of representatives to pass HB 408.

2/15/2002 1:02 PM
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R E :  P A S S A G E  O F  H B  4 0 8

T O : Representatives C on  Bunde, Beth Kerttula, Fred Dyson,/and the legislative committee considering passage o f  H B  408 / ^
F R O M : Kathryn A rlen , owner "M indmerger" public relations com pany; also a P R  liaison for "Youth on the Streets" action group, an organization dedicated to the creation o f  transitional shelter and necessities for Juneau's homeless youth while also encouraging development o f  life skills and personal independence.
D A T E : February 20, 2002
Ladies and Gentlemen:
I strongly urge the passage o f  H B  408. Am ending the wording from  "active" parental consent to "passive" would greatly facilitate the potential acquisition o f  firsthand information from our young people without violating parental rights and simultaneusly encouraging our youths' participation in planning their own immediate futures with the knowledge that their voices can be heard.

F IR S T : i f  the question o f  violating parents rights or concerns is an issue in the changing o f  this wording, that issue is easily solved by giving parents the option o f  refusal by M A K I N G  T H IS  A B S O L U T E L Y  C L E A R  right up front and em phasizing they m ust return the signed form  only i f  they do not w ish their son or daughter to participate and giving them a clearly defined deadline w ithin w hich to do so.
S E C O N D : students w ill then have the right to directly participate in any survey em ploying these guidelines i f  they so desire. They also will have the right o f  refusal. Though they m ay not yet be o f  legal age to do m any things in adult society, like vote, marry, enlist, sm oke, buy liquor, they do have the right sim ply by existing as citizens, no matter w hat their age, to exercise their right to freedom o f  speech and in a polite, civilized manner let their opinions and viewpoints be know n, especially in areas affecting them.



I f  w e do not know how  young people feel, how  can we best plan for their future, hopefully looking out for their best interests? I f  w e have overlooked a problem that may have been solved by a sim ple "question and answer" exercise, whose fault is that? A n d  consider, please, the psychological uplift, the Jte o f  confidence we could be givin g our youth by sim ply acknow ledging we value their opinions.
T H R E E : Thus, armed with what could hopefully be more detailed and in- depth information, any o f  us in the adult world actively focusing on improving situations for our next generation can have a better shot at m aking a difference for them. This b elie f is now and always has been a generation to generation to generation tradition in our society, and we owe it to our children to do the best possible jo b  011 their behalf.
H aving directly observed and w'orked with young people in our com m unity, including youths o f  both sexes in the detention side o f  Johnson Y outh  Center, I am seriously frightened by the bone-chilling stories I hear, and even more so by the attitudes with w hich they are told. Substance abuse, as I am sure m any o f  us realize, is a form idable and critical issue. Therefore I m y se lf am ju st now taking the initial steps towards obtaining a C D C 1 , substance abuse counselor, within the next few  years, though the process o f  obtaining such a title is in itself a m ulti-faceted, challenging, uplifting and obviously neverending goal.
C L O S I N G  A R G U M E N T : B y reversing State L a w  14.03.110 requiring active parental consent, m eaning they have to sign a form , (assum ing they did not m isplace it,) mail it back by a deadline time, in order for their son(s) or daughter(s) to participate in any given survey, questionnaire, etc. and, instead, implement a new  law , i.e ., as defined by H B  408, allow ing their children to participate IF they so desire by sim ply not responding once said parents have been informed, we can now see how  points 1, 2, and 3 mentioned above can evolve into a Win/Win/Win situation.

A ll this can therefore lead to:A ) M ore accurate, thorough, pertinent data contributing towardsB) M ore persuasive, better documented, inspired grant writing requestingC) Sp ecific  funding aimed at creating and promoting



D ) Necessary, improved, expanding services for all our young people, perhaps (at this point) especially but definitely not limited to those at risk.
The prosecution rests. Thank you.

Kathryn Grace Arlen 127 S o . Franklin S t ,  #312 Juneau, A K  99801 m indm erger@ hotm ail. com (907)586-1872
enc.



S U R V E Y  FO RM  SU G G ESTIO N S

1. Make sure IN THE V E R Y  BEGINNING, parents are clearly made aware that they need only return the form if  they DO NOT WISH their child (children) to participate. It may also be prudent to include a space, lines, etc. asking them if they would care to explain why they have decided so. This information, i.e., refusal, may just in itself be helptul.2. And make sure the deadline date IS ALSO CLEARLY STATED, IN CAPS.3. But, of course, encourage parents to read through the form carefully, perhaps discussing it with their son, daughter, before making this decision. Just this encouraged discussion itself can be helpful.4. And if  both parent and child agree, include possibly a question or two (whatever the survey is for) that they can answer TOGETHER.
One last observation: think about how easy it is when you get something in the mail, you want to do whatever it is, order whatever it is, so on, but you misplace the form-you find it later, under the phone book, put in the wrong drawer, got mixed up with homework, the dog ate it, etc. (and God forbid it was your PFD application) and then realize the deadline has come and gone. This change from "active" to "passive" consent could take care o f that situation, so long as it is PERFECTLY CLEAR RIGHT AT THE BEGINNING that parents are agreeing to their child's possible participation just by doing nothing. And that makes it so much easier.



HB408

Subject: HB408Date: Mon, 18 Feb 2002 16:55:40 -0900 From: "JAHC" <jahc@gci.net>To: <Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>
This seems like a very practical bill to pass. W e  need to accurately assess students' needs Please pass this legislation. Thank 
you
Sybil Davis
836 Calhoun Avenue
Juneau 99801

2/19/2002 8:22 AM
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House Bill 408

Subject: House Bill 408Date: Fri, 15 Feb 2002 15:48:30 -0900 From: "Cindy Cashen" <ccashen-ncaddj@ak.net>To: <Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>
Dear Representative Bunde,I am in support of House Bill 408. I feel the current law prevents us from doing what needs done in order to take care of our youth: ask their opinion on issues which affect them.This bill will allow parents who do not wish their child to participate to retain that right. It also recognizes the reality of the low number of parent consent forms which follow the desired path from school to student to parent and back to school. It just doesn't happen that often.I have three children and it takes a lot energy to obtain a consent form from them. If I don't take time then the form will not get filled out and even then some of them don't make it back to the teacher/school. It's frustrating.Please pass this bill so we may have a better idea of what is really happening in our children's lives.Sincerely,Cindy Cashen 3167 Pioneer Avenue Juneau, A K  99801 907 586-3124h 463-2562

2/18/2002 9:18 AM
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Subject: HB 408Date: Fri, 15 Feb 2002 16:21:27 -0900 From: Ernie Mueller <Emie_MuelIer@ci.juneau.ak.us>To: "'representative_con_bunde@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Con_Bunde@Iegis.state.ak.us>
I understand that the House Special Committee on Education is considering HB 408 "An Act relating to 
questionnaires and surveys administered by the public schools"

This bill would permit public schools to administer questionnaires and surveys to those students whose parents have 
not denied permission for the student to participate.

Heretofore positive permission has been required for a student to participate in an anonymous survey or 
questionnaire. Positive permission is often difficult to secure because students and parents often do not understand 
the value of the questionnaire or survey and simply neglect to give permission .. or to return the permission form the 
student was given...

Today, most federal grant programs require that basic information about youth be part of the grant application.
Under existing law requiring positive parental permission, valid information from a statistically representative sample 
of school students is virtually impossible to secure. As a result it is difficult, if not impossible, to design services to 
serve the needs of students, or to secure grants to plan and deliver these services.

In short, unless students can be asked, we don't know what they need. Under existing law, students can't be asked 
unless an enormous effort is taken to secure permission from parents.

I support HB 408. I have worked with youth programs throughout Alaska my entire adult life. Many of the programs I 
have worked with are research based..without the ability to gather information, we can't get the basic research 
needed to design programs or to find out whether they work or not..

Thank you for bringing this bill forward...

Ernie Mueller 
Juneau

2/18/2002 9:20 AM
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I support house bill 408

Subject: I support house bill 408Date: Fri, 15 Feb 2002 23:07:03 +0000 From: "Monique Wheeler" <monique_wheeIer@hotmail.com>To: Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Bill_Hudson@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Beth_Kerttu!a@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us
My name is Monique Wheeler at I live at 348 West 12th Street in Juneau. I am writing to urge you to support house bill 408 which would educational institutions to collect data for statistical analysis.Thank you, moinque
Chat with friends online, try M SN Messenger: http://messenger.msn.com

2/15/2002 2:07 PM
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Bill 408

Subject: Bill 408Date: Sat, 16 Feb 2002 09:59:45 -0900 From: "Joyce/Shepherd" clynn.shepherd@acsalaska.net>To: cRepresentative_Con_Bunde @ legis.state.ak.us>
Thank you for sponsoring Bill 408. Permitting anonymous surveys in schools will help educators, law enforcement, 
and public health officials as well as parents gain insights into youth attitudes and behaviors. AS 14.03.110 has 
hampered our ability to know the nature and extent of risky behaviors amongst youth by preventing administration of 
the Youth Risk Behavior Survey. The YRBS, when administered in the '90‘s, gave valuable information that resulted 
in the funding of prevention and counselling programs which have benefited my children and many others.

Please move forward with Bill 408.

Lynn Shepherd 
3050 Douglas Highway 
Juneau, AK 99801

2/18/2002 9:28 AM

mailto:clynn.shepherd@acsalaska.net


HB 408 must pass

Subject: HB 408 must passDate: Sat, 16 Feb 2002 01:28:02 +0800 From: "Kate Boesser" <kateboesser@mail.com>To: Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us
Dear Representative Bunde:Flease see that HB 408 passes quickly. I understand that even the original writer of the bill which made parental survey a must has decided to vote for HB 408!1 have taught in Chatham District for 8 years, and the past 2 1/2 years have been doing grant administration for drug and alcohol abuse prevention. You must understand that not only can teachers not make important decisions without survey information, but grants can not get funded without statistics. Education starts with evaluation, to see where we're at, what's working, what needs to happen. Surveys are an essential part of that evaluation.An example is the ASSETS survey, and the SIG ACT survey, both of which give invaluable information regarding youth, substance abuse, and assets in the lives of youth. Without this bill, you are sharply curtailing our ability to help youth and work with where they're coming from. Parental knowledge is one thing..student ability to let us know how to work more effectively is another.Please pass this bill now.Sincerely,Kate Boesser PO Box 47Gustavus, A K  99826 907-697-2282Juneau connection: 586-1710

Sign-up for your own FREE Personalized E-mail at Mail.com http://www.mail.com/?sr=signupWin a ski trip!http://www.nowcode.com/register.asD?affiliate= 1 net2t>hone3a
I of 2 2/15/2002 8:32 AM
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Support for House Bill 408

✓Subject: Support for House Bill 408 \ /Date: Wed, 20 Feb 2002 14:01:54 -0900From: "Toni-Jo Dalman, Juneau School District, Juneau, AK" <dalmant@jsd.kl2.ak.us>To: Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Bill_Hudson@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Beth_Kerttula@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us
I would like to support passage of House Bill 408. This information allows 
our district and the many agencies serving children to make meaningful and 
relevant decisions about prevention and treatment programs needed and about 
their efficacy.

Thank you,

Toni-Jo Dalman

1 of 1 2/20/20022:57 PM

mailto:dalmant@jsd.kl2.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Bill_Hudson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Beth_Kerttula@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us


W O R K  D R A F T W O R K  D R A F T W O R K  D R A F T

22-LS1458\C
Ford

3/21/02

C S F O R  H O U SE  B IL L  NO. 408( )IN THE LEGISLA TU RE OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  TW ENTY-SECOND LEGISLA TU RE - SECOND SESSIO N
BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): H O U S E  SPECIAL C O M M I T T E E  O N  EDUCATION

A  B IL L  F O R  AN  A C T  EN T IT LE D"An Act relating to questionnaires and surveys administered in the public schools."
BE IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  TH E ST A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* Section 1. A S 14.03.110(a) is repealed and reenacted to read:(a) A  school district or an employee of a school district may not administer or permit administration of a questionnaire or survey to a class or student that inquires into personal or private family affairs of the student not a matter of public record or subject to public observation, unless written permission is obtained from the student's parent or legal guardian. This subsection does not apply to a questionnaire or survey that is anonymous.* Sec. 2. AS 14.03.110(b) is repealed and reenacted to read:(b) I f  a school district administers an anonymous questionnaire or survey that inquires into personal or private family affairs of a student not a matter of public record or subject to public observation, even though written permission from a student's parent or legal guardian is not required, the school district shall provide each student's parent or legal guardian the opportunity to submit to the school principal a
-1- CSHB 408( )
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W O R K  D R A F T W O R K  D R A F T 22-LS1458\Cwritten denial of permission to take the questionnaire or survey.* Sec. 3. A S 14.03.110(c) is repealed and reenacted to read:(c) For purposes of (a) and (b) of this section, the school district shall provide a parent or legal guardian at least two weeks’ written notice of the right to grant or to deny permission to take the questionnaire or survey before administering the questionnaire or survey.* Sec. 4. A S 14.03.110(d) is repealed and reenacted to read:(d) Written notice required to be given to a parent or guardian under this section must include(1) an opportunity to review the questionnaire or survey to beadministered; (2) how the questionnaire or survey will be administered to thestudent; (3) how the results of the questionnaire or survey will be used;(4) who will have access to the questionnaire or survey;(5) how to submit written(A) permission for the student's participation in a questionnaire or survey, if  required; or(B) denial of permission to participate in a questionnaire or survey, including an anonymous or specific questionnaire or survey.* Sec. 5. A S 14.03.110(e) is amended to read:(e) A  student may refuse to participate in a questionnaire or survey administered in a public school. A  student's parent or legal guardian may refuse to allow the student to participate in a specified questionnaire or survey bv submitting to the school principal a written denial of permission for the student's participation.

CSHB 408( ) -2-
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Alaska State LegislatureH o u s e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  o n  E d u c a t i o n  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o n  B u n d e ,  C h a i rState Capitol Juneau, AK 99801-1182 (800) 892-4843 (907) 465-4843 (phone)(907) 465-3871 (fax) Reri-esentative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us

Brian Porter Joe Green Peggy Wilson Gary Stevens Reggie Joule Gretchen Guess
M EM ORANDUM

DATE: M arch 22, 2002

TO : House Health, Education, and Social Services Committee

FROM : Representative Con Bunde, Chair

RE : HB 408, “ An Act relating to questionnaires and surveys administered in the public schools.”

How HB 408 Would Change Current Law Regarding Student Surveys

Explanation of the Changes by SectionSection 1: Changes current law to allow an anonymous questionnaire or survey to be administered withoutprior written permission (active consent) of the parent or legal guardian.
Section 2: Requires school districts to give parents and legal guardians the opportunity to deny permission foran anonymous survey that inquires into personal or private family affairs of a student not a matter of public recordor subject to public observation, even though prior written permission is not required.
Section 3: Requires that school districts provide parents and legal guardians at least two weeks’ written noticeof their right to grant or deny permission, whether the questionnaire/survey is anonymous or not.
Section 4: Adds the requirements that written notice given by school districts to parents and guardians must:provide an opportunity to review the questionnaire/survey and provide instructions on how to submit written permission or denial of permission. Restates the requirements in current law that the notice must also: tell parents and guardians how the questionnaire/survey will be administered: how results will be used; and who will have access to the questionnaire/survey.
Section 5: Retains provision in current law that students may refuse to participate in a questionnaire or surveyand that a parent or legal guardian may refuse permission for their child. Adds the direction that parents and legal guardians may refuse permission by submitting a written denial of permission to the school principal.
Please see attached page for comparison of current law and proposed changes.

mailto:Reri-esentative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us


> Sec. 14.03.110. Questionnaires and surveys administered in public schools.
Section 1.

[(a) A school district, principal or other person in charge of a public school, or teacher in a public school may not 
administer or permit to be administered in a school a questionnaire or survey, whether anonymous or not, that inquires into 
personal or private family affairs of the student not a matter of public record or subject to public observation unless written 
permission is obtained from the student's parent or legal guardian.](a) A school district or an employee of a school district may not administer or permit administration of a questionnaire or survey to a class or student that inquires into personal or private family affairs of the student not a matter of public record or subject to public observation, unless written permission is obtained from the student’s parent or legal guardian. This subsection does not apply to a questionnaire or survey that is anonymous.
Section 2.

[(b) For an anonymous questionnaire or survey written permission required under (a) of this section may be 
obtained annually and is valid until the commencement of the subsequent school year or until the parent or legal guardian 
who gave permission submits a written withdrawal of permission to the school principal. The school shall provide each 
student's parent or legal guardian at least two weeks' notice before administering a questionnaire or survey described under 
this subsection.](b) If a school district administers an anonymous questionnaire or survey that inquires into personal or private family affairs of a student not a matter of public record or subject to public observation, even though written permission from a student’s parent or legal guardian is not required, the school district shall provide each student’s parent or legal guardian the opportunity to submit to the school principal a written denial of permission to take the questionnaire or survey.
Section 3.

[(c) If a school administers to a student a questionnaire or sun'ey that is not anonymous, the school shall obtain the 
written permission required under (a) of this section from the student's parent or legal guardian at least two weeks before the 
questionnaire or survey is administered.](c) For purposes of (a) and (b) of this section, the school district shall provide a parent or legal guardian at least two weeks’ written notice of the right to grant or to deny permission to take the questionnaire or survey before administering the questionnaire or snrvey.
Section 4.

[(d) The school shall give a student's parent or guardian an opportunity to review the questionnaire or sutvey 
described under (b) or (c) of this section and shall give the parent or guardian written notice regarding

(1) how the questionnaire or sutvey will be administered to the student;

(2) how the results of the sutvey or questionnaire will be used; and

(3) who will have access to the questionnaire or sutvey.](d) Written notice required to be given to a parent or guardian under this section must include(1) an opportunity to review the questionnaire or survey to be administered;(2) how the questionnaire or survey will be administered to the student;(3) how the results of the questionnaire or survey will be used;(4) who will have access to the questionnaire or survey;(5) how to submit written(A) permission for the student’s participation in a questionnaire or survey, if required; or(B) denial of permission to participate in a questionnaire or survey, including an anonymous or specific questionnaire or survey.
Section 5.(e) A student may refuse to participate in a questionnaire or survey administered in a public school. A student's parent or legal guardian may refuse to allow the student to participate in a specified questionnaire or survey/./ by submitting to the school principal a written denial of permission for the student’s participation.

Comparison of Current Law with IIB 408’s Proposed Changes

[Italicized Text] is to be removed from statute. Hold tex t is to be added via the proposed CS. Regular text will not be changed.
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Letter to the Editor Jan 19, 1999

School business isn't surveys [Top] | [Next]
Parental rights are once again being usurped, and our children are being manipulated as though consumers. Last year, there was a concerted effort by different health care professionals to have the right to implement different youth surveys in our public schools.First they wanted to do it without having written parental permission. When they discovered they couldn't do them without it, they forced the Anchorage School Board into passing an O K  to do them without written parental permission. It was only because of the wise and honest decision of the superintendent o f schools, Mr. Bob Christal, were parental rights protected.This year, they will be administering different surveys to our children. Why? So that different agencies can then compete for federal and state and local grants and funding! Our children are being treated as mere consumers, another easy source o f money.These surveys are supposed to be anonymous. Still, if  a child answers a survey question which would alarm the administrators o f the test or others, it will be very easy for such people to narrow it down to what individual child it was. Even if  answered in a joking manner, in today's current school climate, it will be taken as a "potential" threat. I f  the child answers negatively on any family issue or one regarding his parents, the next step will be for the authorities to begin an investigation into the parents!The matters o f home and family are private, and parents need to let the schools and those pushing these surveys find their funding another way and stay out of our private lives!- Timothy Napier
Anchorage



Parents, O K  those surveys [Top] | [Next]
Parents are in control, as Rep. Fred Dyson points out ("Be wary of surveys, parents," Letters, Jan. 11), so the ball is in our court. Let's allow our children to participate in the Search and Youth Tobacco Survey. We can bury our heads in the sand and deny that far too many of our youths have serious obstacles to becoming healthy, productive Alaskans, or we can face the facts by asking questions.In these surveys, students will be asked about the positive and negative things in their lives that affect their decisions about school, extra-curricular activities, sports and other habits. Be encouraged that our School District wants to continue to gather this important information to better plan curricula, programs and activities as well as evaluate progress made. That means future decisions will be based on current information from the students rather than adult guesses and "national trends."Active parent consent is a reality in other states too, in fact whenever federal funds are used to design Safe and Drug Free Schools Programs. The experience of parents in these communities is encouraging.Parents look forward to hearing about results and being part of the solution. That's how schools, parents, families and businesses can work together to address strengths and weaknesses in the community. The Anchorage School District will do that through this newspaper, meetings and reports to schools.You are encouraged to stay involved with your kids by signing parent permission forms giving your approval for your child to complete the survey.- Judith Bendersky Anchorage
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HB 70 supports parents' rights lied 11No,Ml

I support passing House Bill 70 to protect my parental rights to give written permission 
when it deals with schools asking my children personal questions. I cannot depend on the 
Anchorage School District to guarantee that my children's right to privacy is protected. 
When schools ask students private questions, I want to know about it before they're 
asked.

It's my parental right to guide my children as they leam what and how much of 
themselves they should divulge and to whom. It's my parental duty, not the school's, to
teach values to my children. It's my parental responsibility to keep track and monitor what 
my children do.

Please support MB 70 so it will become law. This school district has already shown me 
indifference when I’ve gone to them for help in resolving situations with my children. 
What about teaching students so they can get their diplomas, instead of snooping into 
private lives? Whose business is it anyway? Help me protect our children's right to 
privacy when v/c can't be there to protect them.

This bill was introduced by Rep. Fred Dyson and is being heard by the Heath, Education 
and Social Services Committee. Call your local Legislative Information Office to find out 
when. Last I knew, they would take public testimony on the bill on Thursday. In 
Anchorage, call the LIO at 258-8111 and sign up to testify. Also send support by e-mail 
to Representative_Frcd_Dyson@lcgis.state.ak.us.

P.S. I'm an ordinary citizen, I don't work in the health industry, and I don't live on the 
Hillside.

- Frank R. Phillips

Anchorage

mailto:Representative_Frcd_Dyson@lcgis.state.ak.us


HB 70 Support

Subject: HB 70 SupportDate: Wed, 14 Apr 1999 18:26:57 -0500 From: Andree McLeod <mcleodak@alaska.net>To: Representative Dyson <Representative_FredJDyson@legis.state.ak.us>
Dear Representaive Fred Dyson,

Thank you for taking the time to protect parent's and family's right to privacy.

It's hard enough raising children without having to worry about government 
agencies going into schools behind our backs, intruding in on our children's 
privacy and diminishing their study time at school by asking questions.
The compromise you have reached in your bill, as I understand it, is to give 
annual blanket permission at the time of school registration. Also, parents 
will be notified in advance before specific surveys are administered where 
parents can opt to not have their children participate.
Again, thank you for all your efforts on this issue. It has not been easy 
dealing with most health professional in this state as they have used their 
power tc usurp our privacy. But when the Attorney General's office backs the 
Administration's position, hopelessness and helplessness abounds for us common 
folk. You have truly been a saving grace.

Andree McLeod

4/15/99 9:24 AM
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PHHS Block Grant Follow-up

Subject: PHHS Block Grant Follow-up
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 1998 10:39:14 -0800 

From: "Ray, Glenn S." <GlenR@health.state.ak.us> 
To: H,Mcleod, Andree'" <mcleodak@alaska.net> 

CC: "Carr, Patricia A." <PCarr@health.state.ak.us>, 
"Johnson, Mark S." <MarkJ@liealth.state.ak.us>, 
"Lowe, Sharon K." <SLOWE@health.state.ak.us>

This note follows our morning telephone conversation of September 18, 1998 
in which you asked me for responses to the following three questions.
1. What is the purpose of the Preventive Health and Health Services
(PHHS) Block Grant? According to the Public Health Service Act, Title XIX - 
Block Grants, section 1904, it reads "...payments made to a State under 
section 1903 may be used for: (A) Activities consistent with making
progress toward achieving the objectives established by the Secretary for 
the health status of the population of the United States for the year 2000.
(B) Preventive health services programs for the control of rodents and for 
community and school-based fluoridation programs. (C) Feasibility studies 
and planning for emergency medical services systems and the establishment, 
expansion and improvement of such systems.... (D) Providing services to 
victims of sex offenses and for prevention of sex offenses. (E) With
respect to activities described in any of subparagraphs (A) through (D),
relateci Lanning, administration and educational services. (F) Monitoring 
and evaluation of activities carried out under any of subparagraphs (A) 
through (E).

2. What is the amount of PHHS block grant funds being used for YRBS in
SFY 99? $64.0 is allocated for support of 1 FTE to implement the YRBS in
SFY 99. The position is placed within the Section of Epidemiology and
located in Anchorage. This $64.0 for YRBS personnel is not included in the 
budget that Sharon Lowe reported in response to Rep. Mulder's question 
regarding the PHHS block grant because these YRBS funds are used directly by 
the Section of Epidemiology and do not pass through the Section of Community 
Health and EMS. The clerical person retrieving block grant budgetary 
information for Sharon was not familiar with the block grant and I was in 
Anchorage and unavailable to provide Sharon with the correct information.

3. What is the total amount of PHHS block grant funds and what is the
amount of PHHS block grant funds not allocated for any program use in FY 99? 
This question is not easy to answer because, 1) I do not have a final fiscal 
report from the DHHS/Division of Administrative Services as to expenditures 
charged to the PHHS block grant during state FY 98 and 2) the amount of the 
federal FY 99 (FFY 99) PHHS block grant is currently being determined by 
Congress. Congress may reduce the total PHHS block grant by 29 million 
dollars in FFY 99 which will cause a decrease in the Alaska award by 
approximately $106.0. Until there is a final Congressional decision it is 
safest to assume that there are no unallocated funds.

If the block grant is awarded in FFY 99 at the same level as the FFY 
98 amount this would mean that there would be approximately $100.0 
unallocated funds available by July 1, 1999. But, if Congress significantly 
reduces the PHHS block grant allocation, even by $50.0 or $60.0, this will 
cause a re-evaluation of current funding priorities and it is not possible 
to guess at a likely unallocated amount.

I o i l 10/20/98 2:07 Pf
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Request lo r information about YRBS

Subject: Request for information about YRBS  
Date: Fri, 2 Oct 1998 07:03:50 -0800 

From: "Ray, Glenn S." <GlenR@health.state.ak.us> 
To: MIMcleod, Andree'" <mcieodak@alaska.net>

Ms. McLeod, you requested information regarding how the Behavioral Risk 
Factor Surveillance Survey (BRFSS) is funded.
1. An amount of $73,500 is allocated from the Preventive Health and 
Health Services Block Grant for BRFSS. In order to fully fund this program 
the state was successful in securing a grant from the Centers of Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) for $87,000 specifically for the implementation 
of the BRFSS. This specific CDC grant was awarded for a five-year period 
which ends October 30, 1999.
2. Regarding use of the CDC/BFRSS grant, use of funds is determined in 
the application process. Funds may only be used for implementation of BRFSS 
with final approval by CDC of the state's yearly budget proposal.

From: Andree McLeod [SMTP:mcleodak@alaska.net]
Crnniito: i SMTP:mcleodakPalaaka. r.et] >
Sent: Monday, September 28, 1998 11:32 A M
To: Ray, Glenn S.
Subject: Re: Response to telephone message

Thank you Ray. I appreciate your help on all this. My question was: other
than the $73,500 allocated for the adult risk behavioal survey, what other 
money goes towards the survey and from where does it come from. I thought I 
remember you saying that CDC sends money to the survey through another 
grant. What is the total amount of that grant and who decides how that is 
spent? Thank you again. I'll try to make it to the telephone to make that
meeting but prior commitments might supercede.
Ray, Glenn S. wrote:

> You may j o i n  t h e  C om m un ity  H e a lt h  P ro m o t io n  A d v is o r y  C om m ittee  
meeting by

> d i a l i n g  i n  on th e  A n c h o ra g e  num be r t h a t  I  p r e v io u s ly  s e n t you - 
751-8000.

> The o p e r a t e r  i s  l i k e l y  to  a s k  f o r  y o u r  name and  lo c a t io n  
(community name)

> an d  th e n  c on n e c t y o u  w it h  th e  o t h e r  p e o p le  on l i n e .  I f  t h e r e  i s
any

> d i f f i c u l t y  r e a c h in g  th e  t e le c o n fe r e n c e  o p e r a t o r  y o u  can  c a l l  E r i c
Peter at

> ray o f f i c e  f o r  a s s is t a n c e  - 4 65-3140 .
>
> I n  y o u r  p h o n e  m essage  t h e re  w e re  s e v e r a l  q u e s t io n s  a s  to  g r a n t s

from the
> C e n te rs  f o r  D is e a s e  C o n t r o l a n d  P r e v e n t io n  (CDC) a n d  th e  

Behavioral Risk
> F a c t o r  S u r v e i l l a n c e  S u rv e y  (BRFSS ). I  w i l l  b e  h a p p y  to  s u p p ly  

you with any
> information t h a t  I  h a ve  i n  re s p o n s e  to  y o u r  q u e s t io n s  b u t ,  to  h e lp

me be as
> a c c u r a t e  as  p o s s ib le  I  n e e d  you  to  s u b m it  y o u r  q u e s t io n s  i n  

writing. To
> s a v e  t im e  t h i s  can b e  done  v ia  e - m a i l to  g le n r @ h e a l t h . s t a t e .a k .u s

o : menc£ health• ̂ cats-. -jK . .

I o f  2 10/20/98 2:10 Pf
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Subject: HB70
Date: Fri, 16 Apr 1999 07:12:28 -0800 

From: "Larrv Erickson" <erickson@ptialaska.net>
To: "Carl Green" Representative Carl Green@legis.state.ak.us>.

"Fred Dyson" Representative Fred Dvson@legis.state.ak.us>.
"Jim Whitaker" Representative Jim Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>.
"Joe Green" Representative Joe Green@legis.state.ak.us>.
"John Coghill" Representative John Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>.
"Tom Brice" Representative Tom Brice@legis.state.ak.us>

CC: "Mike Tauriainen" <mtpentl@alaska.net>.
"LisaTorkelson" <Lisa Torkelson@legis.state.ak.us>

Honorable Representatives,
Thank you for passing HB70 out o f committee on to the House. I pray that your colleagues will understand the importance o f passing this 
bill as all o f you have. I believe this bill will open many parents eyes to what the government funding school system is doing to our 
children. When parents have to give permission for their children to be exposed to the humiliating and degrading experience o f having to 
read and answer the graphic and intrusive question that are on these government forced school surveys they many decide to get more 
involved in what the school system is spending their time and our children's time on.
Thank you again for caring for our children!
Larry Erickson

IMAP.V/!map.l0gls.state.ak.us?fetch>UID>IINBOX>
2126
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HB 70 "Public School Surveys"

Subject: HB  70 "Public School Surveys"
Date: Sun, 18 Apr 1999 10:34:18 -0800 

From: "jferrell" <jferrell@alaska.net>
To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@Legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representative Dyson:
I support the passage o f HB 70. The kind o f Personal information asked o f our students on the Youth Risk Behavior Survey is 
alarming. I believe that underage, minor children are the chief responsibility o f their parents. I empathize with the health care 
providers who feel this intimate information is essential to preventing some o f these high risk behaviors. I believe the statistics 
are well known, knowing the exact numbers is not essential to helping youth avoid risky behavior. I would prefer to err on the 
side o f parental authority. Thank you for your efforts on behalf o f Parental Rights.
Sincerely,
Lorraine M. Ferrell 
Fairbanks, Alaska

l o f l 4/19/99 11:35 AM
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Parental Co nse n t
Adopted by Alaska P T A  Convention, April 27,1990

Whereas, Parents are recognized as the primary educators of their children; and

Whereas, There has be *n an increase in the number of testing and survey instruments being
used to evaluate our children's attitudes toward school, their coping skills, and 
their feelings about themselves and their experiences; and

Whereas. Alaska School Law (Chapter 4, Sec. ) 4.03.110) mandates that questionnaires and
surveys which inquire into the private family affairs of the student which are not a 
matter of public record require written permission from the student's parent or 
guardian before they may be administered; and

Whereas, The Protection of Pupil Rights Act (2G U.S. Code 1232h) states that no student
shall be required to take partin psychiatric or psychological examinations, testing, 
or treatment in which the primary purpose is to reveal private information, 
without the prior consent of the student (if the student is an adult or emancipated 
minor), or in the case of uncmancipatcd minors, without the prior written consent 
of the parent; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Alaska PTA supports strict adherence by all Alaska school districts to
Federal and State laws requiring written, informed parental consent for both 
elementary and secondary students prior tu the administration of the above 
described attitude surveys and tests.

Rationale

In an attempt to assess the needs of children, some school districts have developed a number of 
testing and survey Instruments which measure the affective area of a child's being. These 
instruments attempt to measure things such as locus of control, attitude toward school, general 
self-esteem, academic self-esteem, social interaction, coping with stress and anxiety skills, health 
habits, and identification with who jl. In many cases, teachers, school psychologists, and 
administrators discuss and analyze results among themselves and with students, out not with 
parents. Students have been encouraged to dialogue with teachers about their feelings in regard 
to affective testing instruments, but patents have not generally been included.

Specific written parental consent forms are often utilized at the elementary level, but hardly ever 
at the secondary level.

High school students who are taking health classes or AIDS curricula are often required to lake 
attitudes surveys dealing with feelings toward AIDS, homosexuals, sexual feelings, and sexual 
behavior. These surveys fall under tne "Protection of Pupil Rights" federal statute and require 
written parental consent

Clarification of and adherence to Federal and State statutes is required of all school districts in 
the State of Alaska. Psychological probing and surveying should not be done without parental 
consent and knowledge.
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The Alaska PTA, the state's largest child advocacy 
organization representing almost 16,000 members, 
follows the lead of the National PTA in_support of 
the Youth Risk Behavior Surveys (YRBS).

The Alaska PTA delegates stated their concern 
about the health, safety and welfare of Alaska’s 
children at our 1998 Issues Conference. The results 
of the survey will assist state and local agencies to 
plan and implement school health programs.

We encourage the parents to be informed and
involved in these efforts-and-applaud-the-----
methodology of collection of the.datâ hat-aUaŵ  
anonymity for the participants.

i- '■

The Alaska PTA is pleased to support and 
cooperate with the Alaska’s Departments of Health 
and Education.

Sincerely,

Paula Pawlowski,
Alaska PTA President

cc Tammy Green, Dept o f Health & Human Services 
Bob Christal. Superintendent Anchorage School District 
Harriet Drummond, Chair, Anchorage School Board Association 
Diane Etter. President, Anchorage Council PTAs 
Ginger Jenkinson, Region IV, Alaska PTA Board of Managers 
Prggy Brown. Health & Safety Chair, Alaska PTA Board of 

Managers

Phon*/Faw 907-279-93 »S 
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CSHB 70 (RLS)AM

Subject: CSHB 70 (R LS)A M
Date: Thu, 13 May 1999 13:41:29 +0000 

From: Charles Hubbard <chubbard@alaska.net>
To: Sentor_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us

CC: Senator_Loren_Leman@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Mike_Miller@legis.state.ak.us, 
Senator_Drue_Pearce@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Johnny_Ellis@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Norm_Rokeberg@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Mary_Kapsner@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Eric_Croft@legis.state.ak.us 

Dear Senator Kelly and Members of the Rules Committee:

I am writing today to request that HB 70 (An act relating to questionnaires 
or surveys administered in public schools) be passed out of the Senate 
Rules Committee for Senate floor action prior to adjournment next week.

There has been a flurry of activity against this bill by DOE and DH&3S.
Both Departments are quite willing to allow "passive" parent permission 
in response to administering the Youth Risk Behavior Survey. Passive 
permission means that if the school doesn't hear a "yes" or "no" from the 
parents, then it's OK.

Parents have become the bad guys, because parents are requesting that 
"active" parent permission be obtained prior to administering the surveys 
to their children. Active permission means that if there is no written 
response from parents (either a yes or no), then the child does not 
participate. What is so wrong with asking parents to state in writing a 
"yes" or "no" response to the question of letting their children participate 
in this survey? Parents are asked to actively give permission for or to 
participate in almost everything else that involves their children in school 
or in the classroom.

Actually the YRBS is just a catalyst to another larger problem. There are 
other surveys and questionnaires being given to children that the parents 
sometimes find out about and, I think, sometimes they don't. There have 
been some cases where the administration of a school doesn't even know 
about questionnaires being given to students in their own school.

Personally, I would rather have knowledge about what is being given to my 
children or any children, before they are asked to participate. I would also 
like to see what I'm paying for. I would like to know why any questionnaire 
is necessary, of what good are the results, how are the results going to be 
used and is this so necessary that it takes away instruction time from 
every student in the class.

These are questions that every parent should be asking, including many of 
you. If you don't currently have children in school, maybe you have nieces 
or nephews in school. You might have close friends that have children in 
school. School is a time for instruction and learning. Taking surveys and 
questionnaires might not be a part of the instruction and learning process.
If they aren't, then parents should be given the "active" right to say "yes" 
or "no". A parent's right to participate in the classroom education process 
should not be abridged.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of my comments.

Sincerely,

Dee Hubbard
4251 Pinnacle Circle
Anchorage, AK 99504
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HEART OF THE HATTER

Schools snoop for scandal

By Ellen Makkai

© 2002 WorldNetDaily.com

What happened to readin' and writin' and 'rithmetic? Today students are being grilled like delinquents 
about non-academics such as sex, drugs and hooch.

Invasive school surveys ask students i f  they drink, smoke, snort or steal. Are their parents political, 
abusive, divorced or dead? Do they believe in God, hell and heaven? Have they ever been bullied, 
pregnant, arrested or raped? Do they floss, bike or jog? Are they fat, skinny or suicidal? Do they have 
sex, hobbies or a gun?

Never are they asked i f  they are embarrassed by the questions. Nor are they read their Miranda rights.

School, government and psychology confederates seem pathologically compelled to guinea pig our kids. 
Questionnaires arrive from groups like the Centers for Disease Control, Weekly Reader, the U.S. 
Department ofEducation, the Kaiser Family Foundation and National Parents Commission.

Government and private grants seduce districts into using these student interrogations, which are then 
used to convince benefactors that districts need help -  the bigger the problems, the bigger the prize.

" If a district proves itself to be in rough enough shape," financial faucets open, says Edward Freeland, 
associate director o f the Survey Research Center at Princeton University. "Consequently, surveys contain 
some bizarre questions."

Not only are questions bizarre, many are offensive. And parents seldom know Junior is spilling the 
beans, says family advocate Brad Dacus, president o f the non-profit Pacific Justice Institute.

Organizations hope data will translate into programs that preemptively squelch a myriad o f social evils.

But do they? Principal Frank DeAngelis said the Columbine killers projected no criminal indicators at 
school before their rampage.

l of 3 3/26/2002 11:09 AM
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Also, data is compromised. A 12-year-old New Jersey jokester confided he morphed into an 18-year-old 
Chinese girl on his survey. Another supposedly had 12 sex partners in a week.

Anonymity isn't guaranteed because some schools pre-labeled polls or have kids sign names. Teacher 
integrity is questioned -  they snoop, say enraged Oregonians, whose kids responded to the Values 
Appraisal Scale.

I f  school boards and legislators don't halt the practice, students will continue to slog through surveys, 
exposing family ills and ids to the scrutiny o f strangers.

"Notification and permission slips are so vague, no one suspects what's happening," says parent Carole 
Nunn, whose complaint prompted recent New Jersey state legislation. With any hint o f a survey,
"parents need to read them and opt kids out."

New Jersey's law states that students cannot be quizzed on personal issues unless parents give informed 
written consent. It is the only state to do so.

The new federal education reform bill tried for similar protection. Groups like the American 
Psychological Association -  worried parents would deny them access to their kids -  lobbied successfully 
to have it diluted.

" If you could eliminate an entire race, would you? Which one?" a Bettendorf, Iowa, survey asked in 
1992. Youngsters get details on oral sex in one question on the CDC's 1999 Youth Risk Behavior 
Surveys given to grades seven to 12. Another lists street names where illegal drugs are sold and asks 
which substances respondents have sampled.

Dr. Freeland wonders i f  such questions nudge kids to explore behavior noted in the questions 
themselves. "There is no data about the potential harm rendered," he says. This begs the question: Does 
negative scrutiny send negative signals? Is a child's self-perception damaged when respected adults deem 
it necessary to quiz her on immoral and illegal conduct? "We need to look at these factors," says Dr. 
Freeland.

Ask me; I know. I am a refugee o f childhood physical and psychological inquisitions. M y psychiatrist 
father saw me as a handy specimen for perpetual analysis.

I was a "polio pioneer," testing the Salk vaccine in the early '50s. Rorschach inkblots probed my psyche. 
As a humiliated 11-year-old, I was photographed in my underpants at school for posture screening. 
Intermingled throughout was a psychiatric couch.

I wondered what acute personal flaws prompted the unceasing assessments.

When I taught 30 years ago, family sovereignty was honored, except in unique crises. Students 
concentrated on academics, athletics and the arts. Today, educators must refocus on that original 
scholastic mandate.

And ditch the ignoble school survey, which is little more than a sociological strip search.

Ellen Makkai began writing columns 16 years ago in response to what she perceived as the moral and

3/26/2002 11:09 AM
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Members o f  the House HESS Committee

Re: HB408
We would appreciate your giving this measure very critical consideration. 
While the objective of the school districts seems laudiblc enough, that 
is, having sufficient information to justify federal grant requests, the 
potential for abuse by school districts and the patent ability within the 
language of the proposed bill to circumvent parental desire for their 
children not to participate in personal surveys or questionaires makes it 
very inappropriate to change the procedures placed in statute only three 
years ago.
Three years ago, the Legislature adopted a comprehensive method for school 
districts to conduct surveys and questionaires that balanced the interest 
of the schools to have information with the parents' rights to review and 
refuse participation in surveys or questionaires that they felt delved into 
personal family matters which they did not want documented.
This office is concerned that these surveys can, and in other places do, 
probe into family health issues, religious practices, student 
participation in out of school activities and other matters well beyond the 
purvuc o f student education.
We do not categorically oppose surveys or questionaires of any kind, but we 
do believe that it is essential for parents to have adequate notice of 
these surveys and the ability to review them and consider whether their 
child should participate in them before the survey or qucstionaire is 
taken.
We favored the 1999 legislation because it placed the burden on the school 
district to notify parents and obtain affirmative permission to include 
students in the study. The proposed legislation reverses the burden and 
makes it incumbent upon parents to know when surveys might be administered, 
to make inquiry as to the content, purpose, etc. of the surveys and then to 
notify of their denial of permission.
it is inappropriate and impractical to expect parents to be constantly 
inquiring o f the school as whether they are contemplating a survey. This 
legislation gives school districts too much latitude to presume permission 
and conduct invasive studies without any parental awareness.
We would be most grateful in you would include these concerns in your 
review of this legislation.
Yours cordially,
Richard L. Block

Richard L. Block
(t) 907 562 5183

Christian Science Committee on Publication (Ak.t.f.) 877 330 5 183 
for the State of Alaska (0
907 562 5187
360 W. Benson Blvd., Suite 301 (c)
akcompub@sinbad.net
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

mailto:akcompub@sinbad.net


M y name is Lisa Torkelson. I'm a parent o f two and a contributor to that big Federal 
money pot in the sky. Three short years ago, HB 70 passed overwhelmingly with only 3 
nay votes between the house and senate, and was signed into law by the Governor. HB  
408 before you now rips the heart out o f HB 70 under the guise o f minor cosmetic 
surgery. Whereas parents were specifically added to the process, HB 408 neatly carves 
them out. With all its repealing and reenacting, HB 408 appears to have changed little 
from the original bill. However, the little that remains doesn't include parents. You may 
hear that schools need HB 408 to do the Youth Risk Behavior Survey and get Federal 
grant monies. Well, HB 70 never ended survey collection. There is nothing in current law 
that prohibits school districts from getting information they want. They just need to notify 
parents o f their intentions; permission is only required for inquiries into "personal or 
family affairs". To promote efficiency, "blanket permission" was allowed at the 
beginning o f each school year (as in during registration when parents and students are 
already signing other paperwork). The goal was to include parents in the loop, but not 
make the process onerous and cumbersome for the schools. On the other hand, under HB 
408, anonymous surveys o f any subject would no longer have a check and balance 
system. On page 1, Line 6-7, 11, as long as anonymity is maintained, a district inquiring 
about students, their families, or any other subject would be totally permissible. That's 
like telling parents, "leave us your kids, but don't let the door hit you on your way out". 
Current law requires at least notification for every other type o f non-personal survey.
This still keeps parents in the loop, but provides more o f a "heads up" than requires an 
active role. In HB 408, it is no longer clear whether or not "notification" is even required 
for anonymous surveys. And finally, HB 70 narrowly defined "questionnaire or survey". 
This definition no longe" nxists in the bill before you now. You may hear from schools 
that they are finding it difficult to get parents permission which is why they need the onus 
o f getting it removed. However, has it occurred to them that perhaps parents don't want 
their kids surveyed? Parents are the best judges o f what their kids should be exposed to 
and when. Long ago it was decided that children below the age o f majority were to be 
under their parents'jurisdiction. This is still true today no matter how noble the cause. 
When schools want to ask personal and probing questions, parents have a right to respond 
with their child's best interest in mind. HB 70 was all about protecting parents; HB408 is 
all about protecting funding for bureaucracies. I'll conclude by requesting you to support 
parents' rights and vote Do Not Pass on HB 408. Thank you for your time and listening 
ears. By the way, Mr. Chairman, how will you respond to HB 408 gutting the intent o f 
your original bill?
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HB 408 As it pertains to inschool surveys

Subject: HB 408 As it pertains to inschool surveys 
Date: Sat, 06 Apr 2002 17:19:11 -0900 

From: alien johnson <ajohnson@kpunet.net>
To: Representative Con Bunde <Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>

CC: Peggy Wilson <Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us>,
Fred Dyson <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

Representative Bunde,

Quite a tragic moment to learn that you are the lead on this bill. Aside from the "Loss" of Federal 
Money, often is a better choice than the consequence of accepting what is never "Free". There is a 
price and in the case of this funding, intrusion beyond the need to know.

J am here to strongly object to the content of this bill as it relates to school surveys. As a former 
school board member who had involvement and strong disagreement with this type of program  I 
objected to any form at that did not require written approval prior to any survey to a child by that 
child's parent(s) or guardian. Period end of discussion.

The Hatch law is clear as to what is disallowed in such a survey. Sex information, family 
information and such is absolutely the privilege of the family not the social agencies that constantly 
band together to form strong lobby pressure for more "Fed Funds", ( i  don 't p a rtic u la r ly  care i f  y o u r  
shorts a re  d irty  a n d  I  su re  as h e l l don 't want y ou  to know  i f  my a re ! ! !  but in essence this is the quality  
o f  the questions that these surveys p ro je c t .)\

What has transpired in terms of improvement or corrections as a result of past survey information 
obtained by tliis dubious method? Nothing. Nothing will result of any future surveys except the 
huge expenditure of federal funding and the intrusion into family areas that are not the concern of 
outsider social manipulators. So where is the requirement of private schools or home schoolers to 
provide this data? There is none and rightfully so. Because is is a public education, parents and 
guardians are not to be ignored or bypassed.

Please advise me if you have had the second thoughts on this bill and will withdraw your support, 
that a man of your character should be demonstrating to the general public. I request your reply as 
a long time supporter of past endeavors by your good office.
Respectfully 
A1 Johnson- Ketchikan
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I IB 408

Subject: HB 408
Date: Sat, 6 Apr 2002 20:07:52 +0400

From: "Bejean Page, Owner/Forget-Me-Not Demos" <demosalaska@gci.net>
To: "Representative Con Bunde" <Representative_Con_Bunde@legis.slate.ak.us>

CC: "Fred Dyson" <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.statc.ak.us>,
"Peggy Wilson" <Rcpresentative_Peggy_Wilson@Iegis.state.ak.us>

Dear Con,

As constituents of yours for many years, my wife Bejean and I have been proud and supportive 
of most positions you have taken in the legislature. W e  commend you for the good work you 
have done to maximize the benefit for tax dollars expended, and the good judgment that has 
been a hallmark for you.

So, I need a big explanation for why you are ramrodding the latest liberal effort to violate parents 
rights made clear in Title 20 1232h of the United States Code (aka Protection of Pupil Rights).

Prior to taking this lead position on HB408 I would suspect that you had reviewed circumstances 
in 1999 when the Anchorage School District got slapped down when they wanted to subject kids 
as young as twelve to a two plus hour inquisition into their sexual histories and attitudes, drug 
and social attitudes, and more. A S D  was correctly advised that explicit parental approval was 
required - and Con, when you expressly ask for a parent's permission for their son or daughter 
to take this exhaustive, supposedly anonymous, personal violation - the door is slammed shut - 
because it is not a publicly financed schools business!!

Con,! have served as chair of the Chamber's Crime Prevention Committee, I co chaired a sub 
committee of the Governor's Conference on Youth & Justice, was president of the Youth Crime 
Prevention Education Committee, served on Mayor Fink's Panel on Youth Crime, and served on 
the legislatively mandated Adolescent Health Advisory Committee. Nothing I have seen would 
suggest that surveying total school populations with the Youth Risk Behavior Survey, or any 
similar survey will render reliable data resulting in effective prevention strategies. For crying out 
loud Con, no more than 5-10% of teens are at risk of indulging chronically in seriously unhealthy 
behavior.

If you want to do something responsible, spend more intense time with the small minority of kids 
we know to be "at risk".

Does it ever bother you to see Alaska's education and social service bureaucrats trying to 
implement programs like this one ( all day kindergarten, later hour start for high school, etc.) 
almost simultaneously with Ne w  Jersey, California, Massachusetts and other states? Alaska 
(and those other states) all present the program as if it is presented in response to local 
concerns? It makes m e  sick.

H B  408 makes m e  sick, and I a m  sorry to see you sully yourself with it.
I hope you reconsider the entire matter. I hope you and your staff do more research. I hope this 
bill dies a slow and glorious death in committee somewhere.

J a y  P a g e
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HB 408

Subject: HB 408
Date: Mon, 8 Apr 2002 13:40:44 -0800 

From: "Kevin Clarkson" <kclarkson@gci.net>
To: < Reprcsentative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

Thank you Fred for standing against HB 408 and the School District's attempt to diminish parental rights regarding the 
surveying o f their children. Keep up the good work.
Kevin
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Fw: "Freedom o f Choice"

Subject: Fw: "Freedom of Choice"
Date: Tue, 9 Apr 2002 21:53:29 -0800 

From: "Charlie Jones" <cwjones@wwdb.org>
To: "Annette Kreitzer" <Annette_Kreitzer@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Shan-on Odell" <Sharron_Odell@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Linda Hay" <Linda_Hay@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Leona Oberts" <Leona_Oberts@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Kelly Huber" <Kelly_Huber@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Jennifer Yulias" <Jennifer_Yuhas@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Linda Sylvester" <Linda_Sylvester@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Tammy Davis" <Tammy_Davis@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Janey Wineinger" <Janey_Wineinger@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Jason Hooley" <Jason_Hooley@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Arleen Voorhees" <Arleen_Voorhees@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Whitney Highland" <Whitney_Highland@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Randy Ruaro" <Randy_Ruaro@legis.st.ak.us>,
"Representative Lesil McGuire" < Representative_Lesil_McGuire@legis.state.ak.us>

—  Original Message —
From: Charlie Jones 
To: Charlie Jones
Sent: Tuesday, April 09, 2002 7:19 AM 
Subject: "Freedom of Choice"

Dear Alaska State Legislative Member:

I am writing to ask your support for the successfui movement and passage of SB 346 and HB 464 regarding 
Correspondence Programs in the State of Alaska. In my opinion, these bills offer critical long-term protection of a 
basic freedom for residents of Alaska--the freedom to choose how your own children are educated.

We currently teach our 4 children at home (ages 4,8,12, & 14) and are convinced that they are learning in the most 
efficient manner possible. Furthermore, they are developing a love of learning and constantly challenge us as 
parents to provide more varied subject matter based on their individual interests. The Correspondence Programs 
available in Alaska provide an invaluable resource that allows us to keep up with their progressing interests.

Please help protect the freedom and privilege of teaching our own children. I beseech you to get these bills moving '
right away. Give parents the right to determine how their children are educated and show your support for 
protection of one of our most basic freedoms-the "Freedom of Choice".

fhank yuJ very mucn for your support. '

Sincerely,
Charles W. Jones 
10002 Crazy Horse Drive 
Juneau, AK 99801 
907-789-7636 (w)

Representative Lesil McGuire Representative Lesil McGuircg>legis.state.ak.us>; Senator Robin Taylor 
<Senator Robin Taylor@legis.state.ak.us>; Senator Lyda Green <Senator Lyda Green@leqis.slale.ak.us>:
Senator Georgianna Lincoln <Senalor Georqianna Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us>: Representative Jeannette James 
Representative Jeannette James@leqis.state.ak.us>; Representative Joe Hayes ;
Representative Joe Haves@leqis.state.ak.us>: Senator Alan Austerman 
<Senator Alan Austerman@leqis.state.ak.us>: Senator John Cowdery
<Senator John Cowderv@leqis.state.ak.us>: Senator Bettye Davis <Senator Bettve Davis@leqis.state.ak.us>;
Senator Dave Donley <Senator Dave Donley@leqis.state.ak.us>: Senator Johnny Ellis
<Senator Johnny Ellis@leciis.state.ak.us>: Senator Kim Elton <Senalor Kim Elton@leqis.state.ak.us>: Senator
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Lisa's HB 408 testimony for April 9th

Subject: Lisa’s HB 408 testimony for A pril 9th 
Date: Tue, 9 Apr 2002 15:12:00 -0800 

From: Lisa Torkelson <lisa@advanced-design.com>
To: Jason_Hooley@legis.state.ak.us

M y name is Lisa Torkelson. I am not paid by any organization, school district or agency to talk to you 
today. I am a full-time parent and I am here because HB 408 should...not...pass.

Passive consent is not consent. At the bank, in the school, and at the grocery store, only our signatures 
are consent. Surveys should be treated no differently.

I offer some brief points to consider:

1. Kids cannot go on field trips without parent's permission nor can they be given aspirin. Surveys 
should be no different.

2. There are sources o f documented evidence that anonymity does NOT exist when surveying students in 
school.

3. There is a list o f places where hard, reliable data can be gathered and it's not from a student survey.

4. We have been told that the Federal government does not make money contingent on the provision of 
specific survey data.

5. Federal law also prohibits making the 'sharing o f personal data' mandatory when it is tied to grants.

6. Self-reported data is not reliable. The committee sources that can show where students have lied, 
bragged and played games with their answers.

7. I f  this bill passes, the school district will stand wide-open for potential lawsuits. And, I can tell you 
that lawsuits are much more expensive than most grants.

8. Finally, HB 408 does not limit questions to just those found in the YRBS...as i f  those aren't enough to 
make you pause. There is documented evidence that any topic is (and has been) open for discussion 
within the confines o f a survey (race and gender o f other family members, family stability, parent 
income, family extracurricular activities, allowance amounts, who all lives in a particular home, i f  
parents like their kids, and a whole lot more but I will stop there).

Thank you for your time and attention. I know it is valuable. Please respect our right to privacy and vote 
Do Not Pass on HB 408.
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Lisa's HB 408 testimony "backup"

Subject: Lisa's H B  408 testimony "backup"
Date: Tue, 9 Apr 2002 15:14:03 -0800 

From: Lisa Torkelson < lisa@advanced-design.com>
To: Jason_Hooley@legis.state.ak.us

1)
ASD field trips require parent permission, but nothing is posted for surveys: 
http://www.asd.kl 2.ak.us/aboutasd/registration.html#fieldtrip

2)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aoI.com>
Date: Mon, 8 Apr 2002 07:40:29 EDT
Anonymity does not exist when surveying students in schools. These surveys ask such specific questions 
(age, race, grade, sex, i f  you live with one or both parents, how long you've lived in town, the level o f 
education o f your father, o f your mother, what grades you get, etc.). I would have no trouble picking out 
my child's survey out o f 2000 surveys. These surveys are given in classes o f 20-25 students, thus 
narrowing down which survey belongs to whom. Kids were saying that they had to hand in their surveys 
front-to-back, row-by-row (every teacher has a seating assignment chart). One student at our high school 
said he was caught changing his race on his survey so the administrator made him go to another room 
and fill it out correctly. A  mother complained that when her child missed the survey on Friday, upon his 
return to school on Monday, he was made to take the survey while the rest o f the class read. Another 
mother said her son was pulled into the office and questioned about his "alarming" answers on his 
survey. At one school, the surveys were actually labelled with the students' names. Let's not forget that 
these surveys have our children's fingerprints all over them. Ridgewood ignored the guidelines for 
administering the survey in an anonymous and voluntary fashion — the only guideline they followed was 
that the students use a #2 pencil! What's to stop another school district like Ridgewood from doing the 
same thing?

3)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com>
Date: Mon, 8 Apr 2002 07:40:29 EDT
It seems to me that the Feds would want valid, accurate and reliable hard data. This can be found by 
gathering data from police stations, emergency rooms, drug and rehab centers, planned parenthood, 
mental health clinics, fire stations, social service agencies, etc. Relying on students to be truthful about 
their risky behaviors is not the way to go.

4)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com>
Date: Sat, 6 Apr 2002 08:26:28 EST
Testimony was heard from all the state agencies (state attorney general's office, health department, 
education department, schools boards association, etc.) bemoaning the fact that they would lose federal 
funding i f  they couldn't survey students and get back a high percentage o f completed surveys (which 
would require passive consent because with active consent a low percentage o f consent forms come back 
from the parents). Senator Martin, Chairman o f the Senate Education Committee, demanded that these 
state agencies hand over to him letters from the federal agencies stating that federal funds were 
contingent on survey data. These state agencies could not produce these letters because no federal 
agency was going to put that in writing. Therefore, Senator Martin considered their testimony invalid.

5)
federal Law: Title 20 USC 1232i:
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Lisa’s HB 408 testimony "backup"

Except as provided in section 1232g(b)(l)(D) of this title, the 
refusal o f a State or local educational agency or institution of 
higher education, community college, school, agency offering a 
preschool program, or other educational institution to provide 
personally identifiable data on students or their families, as a 
part of any applicable program, to any Federal office, agency, 
department, or other third party, on the grounds that it 
constitutes a violation o f the right to privacy and confidentiality 
of students or their parents, shall not constitute sufficient 
grounds for the suspension or termination o f Federal assistance.
Such a refusal shall also not constitute sufficient grounds for a 
denial of, a refusal to consider, or a delay in the consideration 
of, funding for such a recipient in succeeding fiscal years. In 
the case of any dispute arising under this section, reasonable 
notice and opportunity for a hearing shall be afforded the applicant.

6)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com>
Date: Mon, 8 Apr 2002 07:40:29 EDT
Firstly, self-reported data is neither valid nor reliable. Kids lie on these surveys — kids were bragging 
about how they changed their age, race and sex and then the fun and games began. Studies show that 
asking teens about their risky behaviors is not the way to seek legitimate survey data.

7)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com>
Date: Sat, 6 Apr 2002 08:26:28 EST
Regarding our lawsuit, after two years o f court battle, we are just now entering in:o deposition and 
discovery. M y attorney estimates that his legal bill so far is $50,000 which means the school district's 
bill is probably about the same. Now that we are into the deposition and discovery phase, the legal fees 
are going to soar! Thank God Rutherford Institute is footing the bill. O f course, when (not if) we win the 
lawsuit, the school district's insurance company will be footing the total b i l l ... which I imagine will be in 
the hundreds o f thousands.

8)
From: Caroleanunn@aol.com
Date: Sat, 6 Apr 2002 08:26:28 EST
Site related to the Ridgewood, New Jersey case in court
http://www.geocities.com/ridgewoodschools/school.html

Also, the United States Justice Foundation lists samples* (in PDF format) that can be downloaded: 
http://www.usjf.net/html/surveys.litml

*1 will send these PDF files in a separate e-mail.

(a) Refusal to supply personal data on students or families
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P e r s o n a l  A s s e s s m e n t  a n d  A w a r e n e s s  

A m  I  T h i s  o r  T h a t ?

J
Are you (circle theappropriate word In bold in each Item);
1. More like a teacher or a student?
2. More yes or no?
3. More here or there? v \
4. More political or apolitical?
5. More religious or irreligious?
6. More like the country or the city?.
7. More like the present or the future?
8. More of a leader or a follower? p
9. More physical or mental?
10. More of an arguer or an agree-er?
11. More Intuitive or rational?
12. More establishment or anti-establishment?
13. More like a tortoise or a hare?
14. More likely to walk on thin Ice or to tiptoe through the tulips?
15. More like patent leather or suede? i
16. More like a paddle or a ping pong ball?
17. More like a word processor or a quill pen?
18. More like a falling star or a beacon light on a moqritam9
19. More liken rock band or a baroque string quartet?
20. More like a clothes line or a kite string?
21. More like a “No Trespassing” sign or a “Pub'ic Fishing” sign?
22. More like a fly swatter or fly paper?
23. More like rollerblades or a pogo stick?
24. More like a file cabinet or a liquor chest?
25. More like a motorcycle or a tandem bicycle?
26. More like a gourmet or a MacDonald’s fan?
27. More like a bubbling brook or a placid lake?
28. More like a screened porch or a picture window?
29. More like a mountain or a valley?
30. More like a “Stich in Time” or “Better Late than Never?”



G E T T I N G  T O  K N O W  Y O U

NAME________  HOME PHONE # ________________

WITH WHOM DO YOU LIVE?

WHAT KIND OF JOB DO THEY DO?

ARE Y O U R E ^ N T S  MARRIED____SEPARATED_DIVORCED__NEVER MARRIED__?

IF YOU HAVE ̂ STEPPARENT, PLEASE TELL ME WHAT KIND OF RELATINSHIPYOU HAVE 
WITH THAT STEPPARENT?

HOW DO YOU GET- ALONG AT HOME?
WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER TO BE THE BEST THING ABOUT YOUR HOME & THE WORST? 
BEST %

WORST V
¥

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT SCHOOL?
WHY?

DO YOU HAVE A HARDTIME CONTROLLING YOUR TEMPER?

DO YOU THINK YOU W ILL GRADUATE FROM HIGH SCHOOL?
WHY OR W HY NOT?

WHAT IS YOUR CAREER INTEREST?

HAS ANYBODY CLOSE TO YOU DIED I I 1 THE LAST YEAR OR. SO?

IF YES, TELL WHO_________________WHEN HOW________________

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT YOUR FAMILY WHAT WOULD IT  BE AND
WHY? ST J

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT YOURSELF, WHAT ;WOULD IT  BE AND WHY?

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ANYTHING IN THE WORLD WHEN YOU GROW UP. WHAT 
WOULD IT  BE AND WHY?

WHAT’S THE MOST DIFFICULT THING FOR YOU IN YOUR LIFE RIGHT NOW &  WHY? 

WHAT’S THE MOST IMPORTANT THING TO YOU & WHY?

ARE YOU HAPPY? AND WHY?



W H A T  K I N D S  O F  T H I N G S  D O  Y O U  W O R R Y  A B O U T ?

D O  Y O U  W O R K ? ________________ W H E R E ? ________________

W H A T ’S T H E  T H I N G  Y O U  N E E D  M O S T  T H A T  Y O U  A R E  N O T  G E T T I N G  F R O M  Y O U R  F A M ­

ILY?

S E L E C T  T H E  G R O U P  C O U N S E L I N G  S E SSIONS Y O U  W O U L D  LI K E  T O  PARTICIPATE:

 M A N A G I N G  A N G E R   I N T E R P E R S O N A L  R E L A T I O N S H I P

_  P A R E N T / T E E N  C O N F L I C T  _  GRIEF/LOSS 

. C O P I N G  W I T H  S T R E S S   S T U D Y  SKILLS

  N O N E  O T H E R ___________________
-  ••• '

IS T H E R E  A N Y T H I N G .  E X T R A  Y O U  W O U L D  LIKE T O  T E L L  M E  A B O U T  Y O U R S E L F ?



B e t t e n d o r f  S u r v e y

Note:, This p o ll is entirely anonymous except fo r  your sex and your graduation year. Please answer as 
honestly as possible 

& }'■>
Are you male of female?

What year are you? f ira .

Do you regard yourself as a bigot?

Do you think homosexuality is a problem society must deal with as strictly as possible?

Do you think people are bom homosexual or do you think they choose to be homosexual?

Do you think everyone who wishes to become a United States citizen should be made to speak a minimal 
amount of the English language? WV Aht

Do you think the United States was stolen from Native Americans or do you think Europeans rightfully 
colonized it?

. - •*
Have you ever rolled up your car windows in a predominantly minority neighborhood? 

Have you ever rolled up your windows in a predominately poor white neighborhood?

C JHow would you feel about having a minority as your P hysic ian?^^^'^

1) Irish-Amcricans
2) Hispanic-Aincricans
3) Italian-Amcricans
4) African-Amcricans
5) Eastern Indian-Amcricans
6) British-An ericans

Nationalities &  Religions

7) Frcnch-Amcricans
8) Polish-Amcricans
9) Gcrman-Americans
10) Eastcrn-Europcan-Amcricans
11) Nordic-Amcricans
12) Japancsc-Amcricans

13) yiet Namcse-Americans
14) Nativc-Amcricans 
ISfMiddle-Eastem-Americans

1 16) jews
17) Catholics
18) Protestants 
!9)Othcr (Please Name)

Which of the above do you think is responsible for the decline in the U.S.’s economy? 

Which of the above do you think is more susceptible to alcoholism?



Which of the above do you think is the most likely to raise a large family (8 or more children)? 

Which of the above do you think is most subject to suspicious criminal activity?

Which of the above are you most likely to assume does not speak fluent English?

Which of the above do you think is most likely to have any connection to organized crime? 

Which pfvthe.above do you think is the most likely to have an income of over $50,000?

Which of the above do you think would be most likely to eliminate an entire race?

oWho has most influenced the way you feel about other races?

With whose influence have you most strongly disagreed?

< # % v ;
I f  you could eliminate an entire race would you?

I f  yes, which one? (Responses will not be published)
•• . ->v> '

Have you ever put someone down because they were of a different religion than you?

Have you ever or would you ever physically assault someone because of their sexual preference?

Would you ever associate with someone of.the same sex who was either rumored to be or a self-declared 
homosexual?

Why or why not? $  $

What do think about lacism in general?

What do you think about individuals who use violence to support their bigoted beliefs?

Would someone else regard you as a bigot?



A N C H O R A G E  S C H O O L  D IS T R IC T  
A n c h o r a g e , A la s k a

P A R E N T  P E R M IS S IO N  FO RM

TO: DATE: 20
(Name of school)

l/we hereby give permission for our son/daughter
(Name of student)

to attend the
(Activity)

in on
(Location of activity) (Date of activity)

I/We understand that he/she will be traveling to this function via_______________________

and that proper supervision and chaperoning will be provided by the Anchorage School

District. It is agreed that________________________________________________________
(Name of student)

will abide by all rules and regulations imposed by the School District authorities.

I/We further consent to emergency treatment by a physician in the event of injury to or illness 

of my child during his/her participation in the above stated activity and waive, on behalf of 

myself and my child, any liability to the Anchorage School District, and any of its agents or 

employees, arising out of such treatment.

DATED IN________________________ , ALASKA, THIS______________________ DAY

OF ,20.

Signature of Parent or Guardian

S ig n a tu re  o f  S tu d en t
0 1 . 1 4 . 2 0 0 2



S e c t io n a l A n a ly s is  HB  4 0 8

Section 1: Repeals and rewrites a AS 14.03.110(a) thereby changing existing statute to
allow 1) anonymous surveys without written permission. 2) It also removes a prohibition 
about questions that inquire into personal or private affairs.

Section 2: Repeals and rewrites 14.03.110(b) thereby it: ^ removes the section that allows
the school district to get annual permission (fo r anonymous surveys) from the parents, and,
2) removes the requirement to notify parents 2 weeks before a survey. These two concepts 
are replaced with a requirement that each student's parent shall be provided the "opportunity 
to submit... denial o f permission.

Section 3: Repeals and rewrites 14.03.110(c) thereby 1) removing the requirement for
written permission and. 2 ) the requirement for a two week notice for non-anonvmous 
surveys. These two concepts are replaced with a requirement for at least two weeks 
written notice o f the right to g r a n t o r  d e n y  p e rm is s io n . No direction is given on what 
should be done with the written notice other than the school "shall provide" it. (The intent o f 
this section could be technically satisfied with a posting on a "parent's bulletin board" in some 
remote corner o f the school)

Section 4 : Repeals and rewrites 14.03.110(d) The only significant change is that the written 
notice that must be "provided" to parents is defined to include directions for permission for 
taking the survey (which would not be needed if this bill was to pass) or for denial o f 
permission.

Section 5: Amends 14.03.110(d) to require the parent to take the initiative to provide written 
denial o f permission
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United States Code : Title 20, Section 1232h
h ttp ://w w w 4 ,law.comell.edu/uscode/20/1232h.text.html

Sec. 1232h. Protection of pupil rights
(a) Inspection of instructional materials by parents or guardians
A ll instructional materials, including teacher’s manuals, films, tapes, or other 
supplementary material which w ill be used in connection w ith  any survey, analysis, or 
evaluation as part of any applicable program shall be available for inspection by the 
parents or guardians of the children.

(b) Limits on survey, analysis, or evaluations
No student shall be required, as part of any applicable program, to submit to a survey, 
analysis, or evaluation that reveals information concerning -

(1) political affiliations;
(2) mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or 
his family;
(3) sex behavior and attitudes;
(4) illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior;
(5) critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondents have close 
fam ily relationships;
(6) legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of 
lawyers, physicians, and ministers; or
(7) income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for 
participation in a program or for receiving financial assistance under such 
program), without the prior consent of the student (if the student is an adult or 
emancipated minor), or in the case of an unemancipated minor, w ithout the 
prior written consent of the parent (emphasis added).

(c) Notice
Educational agencies and institutions shall give parents and students effective notice of 
their rights under this section.

(d) Enforcement
The Secretary shall take such action as the Secretary determines appropriate to enforce 
this section, except that action to terminate assistance provided under an applicable 
program shall be taken only if  the 
Secretary determines that -

(1) there has been a failure to comply with such section; and
(2) compliance w ith such section cannot be secured by voluntary means.

(e) Office and review board

http://www4,law.comell.edu/uscode/20/1232h.text.html
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S o lu t io n  to  s c h o o l s u rv e y  is s u e  a t  h a n d
By ANDfl^e MCCLOUD

Here are the top 10 reasons why 
people should contact legislators in sup­
port of House Bill 70, “An act relating to 
questionnaires or surveys administered 
In public schools."

L Defend and protect p rivacy .
The Alaska Constitution states, “The 

right of the people to privacy iB recog­
nized and ehBll not be infringed upon.” 
Parents are legally responsible for their 
children, who they send to school with an 
understanding that they’ll be caught to 
i-ead, write and do math. Anything done 
outsido those parameters cannot be done 
without parents’ prior knowledge. School 
administrator.^, teachers and parents 
work extremely hard at maintaining this 
fragile Hnd sensitive mutual trust. Violat­
ing this trust has a chilling effect on this 
all-tooimportant partnership.

2. Ensure parents' right to know.
Existing state law says that parents

must provide written permission before a 
school may hand out surveys dealing 
. with "private family affairs.’’ bureaucrats 
in tlie Alaska Health and Social Services 
department find this phrase ambiguous. 
With legal opinions in hand challenging 
the meaning of the phrase, they have 
proceeded this past school year to insidi­
ously, and in a stealth-like manner, ad­
minister surveys to students in 26 out of 
28 school districts without getting prior 
written consent from parents. The sur­
veys consisted of extremely private ques­
tions dealing with a student’s personal 
behavior outsido of school. (Anchorage 
Superintendent Bob Christal did not per­
mit the surveys in the Anchorage School 
District, so students here were not ha­
rassed with these invasive surveys.) 
HB70 adds the word "personal" to the ex­
isting state law. which hopefully will dis­
pel future conlUsion on the part of health 
department officials.

3. C la r i fy  the te rm  “ w r it t e n  
perm ission.”

The bill stresses the type o f permis­
sion schools must obtain l>efore handing out surveys. Parents will decide to give ur 
deny permission, in writing, ut the time 
they register their child about whether 
they want their child to answer personal 
questions in anonymous surveys. For 
non-anonymous surveys, the school must 
contact parents and obtain additional 
written permission at least two weeks 
prior to administering thorn.

vuMrrHiM*.
ffww.uxnci.com" . . .  A n d I  d o  he reby  bequeath  m y  

two tickets to 'S tar W a rt : E p isode I —
The Phan tom  M enace ' to  ... ’

4. S to p  e ro s io n  o f  acad em ic  
time.

Surveys dealing with personal behav­
iors detract from the important task of 
learning. Parents who don’t want their 
children wasting time on surveys finally 
have a say In the matter. One potential 
result o f I-IB70 will be to indulge stu­
dents with learning matters of academic 
substance instead of diminishing their 
educational opportunities.

5. A llow  pa ren ts  o p p o rtu n ity  
to accept rights and responsib ili­
ties.

Parents can exercise their right, duty 
and responsibility to teach children about 
privacy issues and when, how and to 
whom children should divulge private in­
formation.

6 . M ake  p a r e n t s  a c c o u n t ­
ab le ,

Tho governor’s children’s agenda is 
admirable in its intent to curb the ubuso 
o f children. However, most parents do 
lollow the rules and don't break these 
laws. In the state’s quest to find the peo­
ple who violate child abuse laws, great 
care should be taken to not dilute person­
al and civil liberties of innocent people. 
Those fighting the war against abuse 
must look with a broader view and recog­
nize that many Alaskan families lead 
functional lives. Most parents do know 
what Is beat for their children and strive 
to do hotter by them without government 
intervention.

7. E ffic ien t government.
State health cfjuial: / .v r : H..' 

native methods for information gather­
ing. Why survey each child? How about a 
stratified sample o f tne populatipn? Qr • obtaining real, hard numbers. by.«urvey- * 
ing health clinics and phyria$ft6 who 
compile patient and service records? 
Health educators have' told roc that the1 
"key-determinant" method o f collecting 
dota is not only more accurate but cheap­
er. It’s our money paying for all this pty* 
ing, after ali.

S t im u la te  c om m u n ity  in ­
volvement.

HB70 encourages communities and 
groups to start talking with young citi­
zens. Sitka’s Teen Center is in the fore­
front o f this by initiating a program 
bringing adults and children together, 
outride of .school, to speak about issues 
important in maintaining a healthy and 
risk-free oeremwit"

9. T ra ck  p u b lic  h ea lth  spend­
ing.

The controversy surrounding the bill 
should send a red flag to the Legislature 
to initiate a fu ll and complete audit of 
public health and education funds used 
in this state, The reaeon for the intense 
lobbying efforts by health officials ap­
pears to havo more to do with perpetuat­
ing their own welfare than that of the 
children. Bringing about accountability 
of public funds will guide the Legislature 
and inform taxpayers, who want to know 
where all the money is going.

10. The governm en t’s r ig h t to 
k n ow  does n o t s u p e rc e d e  th e  
righ t to p rivacy  o f A laskan fam i­
lies.

Legislators are told that mainstream 
Alaskan parents don’t really object to the
way schools
a parent, 1 have among feelings aoout, oe- 
ing put in a taxing position, lobbying leg­
islators w demand state health officials 
nbido to the intent o f tho law (1979 
House Journal), as students are used as 
guinua pigs to generate money from the 
i'eds. behind the back of parents.

Please support the survey bill by con­
tacting the sponsor, Hep, Fred Dyson, as 
soon as you can. Phone: (907) 465-2199; 
Fax: (907) 465-4587; e-mail: Hepresenta- 
tive_FredJ3yson(51egis.stata.ak.us

Andree McCleod of Anclioniz* Is, amonc oilier tlllnCH. a concernud parent and un unnbunhod
I'itirenn'udvncau.*.
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e two Anchorage Oiij Nansoters say loud, clear ‘no’
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Alaskans want 
fund left alone
OyLIZ RUgKtNOt*1 Hr*n*vvf'
•The proposal to spond Permanent Fund 

carnlnga to balance Alasko's stale budget wont 
down In. a InndtUdo of "no" votue Tuctdey.

with lOO percent of tho prcdncts reportlna 
statewide In tho nonhlndlmi, udvlaory olcc- 
Hon. 83 percent of voters cold no.

Tho boon of the fiscal plan on tho ballot 
wai a proposal to un  pan of the earnings of 
tho Permanent Fund for govommont. al­
though It alio pledged inorchudect cuti anti 
about StOO million In unspccMod new rev­
enue. The ballot: "After jwyirnt annual dlv|. 
tlende to resident* und infliMlun-prmiflnR tho 
permanent fund. >hou!d a ixinlon of perma- 
nont fund Investment Camillas he used ti» 
holp bnlance tho state budjtet?

Permanent Fund dlvldundt would hove 
hoan reduced In 2001 tn $IJ-tO — about isoo 
le ii than thoy nr« otherwise projected to he.

Thlrty-aln percant or roglitarad voters 
statewide came to tho potli, although turnout 
waa as hljh as 70 percant In some Bush vll< 
!»cci. tn savers) small eommunltwi ~  Det- 
t lii, Clrela. Egeolk. Ptutsen. Pcdru Bay, Stony 
River, Tunttmdlek—the vote was unanimoue 
ugalnst the plan.

While "no" coma In loud and dear from tho 
polls. In urban Alashu M well as the Bush, what 
voiera mean by It was harder to aay. An un­
likely coalition emerged to work for its Oaf oat 
— eLaab-thO-govern mam conservatives along- 
side UX'themd-cwnoanlos anvlronn.enullstj, 
among others—and voters Inlervsewad Tues­
day offer*! many roosons for voting no.

Some said they didn't believe the *ute haa 
really cut the budget, deoplto thg Legisla­
ture's nlstm that It bos reduced state spending 
mon than tTOOmillien over tha past three

. . . . .  BackF«(|e,VCTP

-  l A f g w y i
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L E A D E R S H I P  FOR LEARNI NG  
326 Fourth St., Suite 404 • Juneau. AK 99801-1101
Phone: (907) 586-9702 (800) 478-9702 • Fax: (907) 536-5879 - .c h a m p io n s

i o r  8
Children

Date: A pril 9, 2002
To: R epresen tative C on B unde
F ro m : .^ 7 7 ® a r r o l l  H arg raves, E xecu tive  D irec to r
Subject-*'- S upport for H C R 23, C reating  an E ducation  C om m ittee

S upport w as given to  encourage the c reation  o f  stand ing  com m ittees fo r education  
at a recent m eeting o f  public school superin tenden ts. W e have w itnessed  the 
m assive w orkload  fo r the cu rren t H ESS com m ittees and believe that health  and 
social serv ice activ ity  is a trem endous w ork load  w ithout the activ ity  requ ired  by 
education. E ducation  has m ore bills in troduced  du rin g  a leg isla tu re  than docs any 
o ther sta te  function.

A stand ing  com m ittee  fo r education  w ill p rov ide  adequate  tim e and effo rt fo r the 
ever-increasing  com plexities o f  m odern  day educational issues.

T he A laska A ssociation  o f  School A dm in istra to rs supports your effo rt to estab lish  
standing com m ittees fo r education .
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-CITE-

20  USC Sec. 1232h 01/02/01

-EXPCITE-

TITLE 20 - EDUCATION

CHAPTER 31 - GENERAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING EDUCATION 

SUBCHAPTER III - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS AND CONDITIONS CONCERNING 

OPERATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF EDUCATION PROGRAMS: GENERAL 

AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY 

Part 4 - Records; Privacy; Limitation on Withholding Federal Funds 

-HEAD-

Sec. 1232h. Protection of pupil rights 

-STATUTE-

(a) Inspection of instructional materials by parents or guardians 

All instructional materials, including teacher's manuals, films,

tapes, or other supplementary material which will be used in 

connection with any survey, analysis, or evaluation as part of any 

applicable program shall be available for inspection by the parents 

or guardians of the children.

(b) Limits on survey, analysis, or evaluations

No student shall be required, as part of any applicable program, 

to submit to a survey, analysis, or evaluation that reveals 

information concerning -

(1) political affiliations;

(2) mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing 

to the student or his family;

(3) sex behavior and attitudes;

(4) illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning 

behavior;

(5) critical appraisals of other individuals with whom 

respondents have close family relationships;

1 o f  3 4/9/2002 9:43 AM
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(6) legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, 

such as those of lawyers, physicians, and ministers; or

(7) income (other than that required by law to determine 

eligibility for participation in a program or for receiving 

financial assistance under such program),

without the prior consent of the student (if the student is an 

adult or emancipated minor), or in the case of an unemancipated 

minor, without the prior written consent of the parent.

(c) Notice

Educational agencies and institutions shall give parents and 

students effective notice of their rights under this section.

(d) Enforcement

The Secretary shall take such action as the Secretary determines 

appropriate to enforce this section, except that action to 

terminate assistance provided under an applicable program shall be 

taken only if the Secretary determines that -

(1) there has been a failure to comply with such section; and

(2) compliance with such section cannot be secured by voluntary 

m e a n s .

(e) Office and review board

The Secretary shall establish or designate an office and review 

board within the Department of Education to investigate, process, 

review, and adjudicate violations of the rights established under 

this section.

-SOURCE-

(Pub. L. 90-247, title IV, Sec. 445, formerly Sec. 439, as added 

Pub. L. 93-380, title V, Sec. 514(a), Aug. 21, 1974, 88 Stat. 574; 

amended Pub. L. 95-561, title XII, Sec. 1250, Nov. 1, 1978, 92 

Stat. 2355; Pub. L. 103-227, title X, Sec. 1017, Mar. 31, 1994, 108 

Stat. 268; renumbered Sec. 445, Pub. L. 103-382, title II, Sec. 

212(b)(1), Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3913.)

-M IS C 1 -
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PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 445 of Pub. L. 90-247 was classified to section 

1233d of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 103-382.

1994 - Pub. L. 103-227 amended section generally, substituting in 

subsec. (a), provisions relating to inspection of instructional 

materials by parents or guardians for similar provisions, in 

subsec. (b), provisions relating to limits on survey, analysis, or 

evaluat ons for provisions relating to psychiatric or psychological 

examinations, testing, or treatment, and adding subsecs, (c) to

1978 - Pub. L. 95-561 designated existing provisions as subsec.

(a) and added subsec. (b).

Amendment by Pub. L. 95-561 effective Oct. 1, 1978, see section 

1530(a) of Pub. L. 95-561, set out as a note under section 1221e-3 

of this title.

Section 514(b) of Pub. L. 93-380 provided that: ’’The amendment 

made by subsection (a) (enacting this section) shall be effective 

upon enactment of this Act (Aug. 21, 1974) . 1 1

AMENDMENTS

(e) .

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT

EFFECTIVE DATE

Search USC. About Database. Download I ISC. Classification Tables. Codification

3 o f 3 4/9/2002 9:43 AM

http://uscodc.housc.gov/uscodc-cgi/fast...29%29%3ACITE%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20


Search USC. About Database. Download USC. Classification Tables. Codification. LRC Home

1 documents found (1 returned) for U.S. Code Query :
0  AND ((20 ) A D J USC ):C ITE  AND (USC  w/10 (1232 i)):C ITE

SIZE SCORE DOCUMENT

PLWcb Qucr^ Results http://uscodc.house.gov/uscode-cgi/fastwcb.exc7search

6 2 8 0  1 0 0  2 0  USC  S e c .  1 2 3 2 1 _______________________________________________________________________ 0 1 / 0 2 /

show the previous 100 results, 
show the next 100 results.

Search IJSC. About Database. Download USC. Classification Tables. Codification. LRC Home 

Law Revision Counsel, U.S. House o f  Representatives

4/9/2002 9:43 AM

http://uscodc.house.gov/uscode-cgi/fastwcb.exc7search


U.S. Code . http://tiscodc.house.gov/uscodc-cgi/fast...29% 29% 3AC1TE% 20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 20

Search USC. About Database. Dov. nload USC. Classification Tables. Codification
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-CITE-

20 USC Sec. 12321 01/02/01

-EXPCITE-

TITLE 20 - EDUCATION

CHAPTER 31 - GENERAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING EDUCATION 

SUBCHAPTER III - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS AND CONDITIONS CONCERNING 

OPERATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF EDUCATION PROGRAMS: GENERAL 

AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY 

Part 4 - Records; Privacy; Limitation on Withholding Federal Funds 

-HEAD-

Sec. 1232i. Limitations on withholding of Federal assistance 

-STATUTE-

(a) Refusal to supply personal data on students or families 

Except as provided in section 1232g(b)(1)(D) of this title, the 

refusal of a State or local educational agency or institution of 

higher education, community college, school, agency offering a 

preschool program, or other educational institution to provide 

personally identifiable data on students or their families, as a 

part of any applicable program, to any Federal office, agency, 

department, or other third party, on the grounds that it 

constitutes a violation of the right to privacy and confidentiality 

of students or their parents, shall not constitute sufficient 

grounds for the suspension or termination of Federal assistance.

Such a refusal shall also not constitute sufficient grounds for a 

denial of, a refusal to consider, or a delay in the consideration 

of, funding for such a recipient in succeeding fiscal years. In 

the case of any dispute arising under this section, reasonable 

notice and opportunity for a hearing shall be afforded the 

applicant.

(b) Noncompliance with nondiscrimination provisions of Federal law

1 o f  4 4/9/2002 10:25 AM
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The extension of Federal financial assistance to a local 

educational agency may not be limited, deferred, or terminated by 

the Secretary on the ground of noncompliance with title VI of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.) or any other 

nondiscrimination provision of Federal law unless such agency is 

accorded the right of due process of law, which shall include -

(1) at least 30 days prior written notice of deferral to the 

agency, setting forth the particular program or programs which 

the Secretary finds to be operated in noncompliance with a 

specific provision of Federal law;

(2) the opportunity for a hearing on the record before a duly 

appointed administrative law judge within a 60-day period (unless 

such period is extended by mutual consent of the Secretary and 

such agency) from the commencement of any deferral;

(3) the conclusion of such hearing and the rendering of a 

decision on the merits by the administrative law judge within a 

period not to exceed 90 days from the commencement of such 

hearing, unless the judge finds by a decision that such hearing 

cannot be concluded or such decision cannot be rendered within 

such period, in which case such judge may extend such period for 

not to exceed 60 additional days;

(4) the limitation of any deferral of Federal financial 

assistance which may be imposed by the Secretary to a period not 

to exceed 15 days after the rendering of such decision unless 

there has been an express finding on such record that such agency 

has failed to comply with any such nondiscrimination provision of 

Federal law; and

(5) procedures, which shall be established by the Secretary, to 

ensure the availability of sufficient funds, without regard to 

any fiscal year limitations, to comply with the decision of such 

judge.

(c) Failure to comply with imposition of quotas

http://uscodc.housc.gov/uscodc-cgi/fast...29%29%3ACITE%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20
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It shall be unlawful for the Secretary to defer or limit any 

Federal financial assistance on the basis of any failure to comply 

with the imposition of quotas (or any other numerical requirements 

which have the effect of imposing quotas) on the student admission 

practices of an institution of higher education or community 

college receiving Federal financial assistance.

-SOURCE-

(Pub. L. 90-247, title IV, Sec. 446, formerly Sec. 440, as added 

Pub. L. 93-380, title V, Sec. 515(a), Aug. 21, 1974, 88 Stat. 574; 

amended Pub. L. 94-482, title IV, Sec. 407, 408, Oct. 12, 1976, 90 

Stat. 2232, 2233; renumbered Sec. 446 and amended Pub. L. 103-382, 

title II, Sec. 212(b)(1), (3)(C), Oct. 20. 1994, 108 Stat. 3913.)

-REFTEXT-

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964, referred to in subsec. (b), is Pub.

L. 88-352, July 2, 1964, 78 Stat. 241, as amended. Title VI of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 is classified generally to subchapter V 

(Sec. 2000d et seq.) of chapter 21 of Title 42, The Public Health 

and Welfare. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, 

see Short Title note set out under section 2000a of this title and 

Tables.

-MISC2-

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 446 of Pub. L. 90-247 was classified to section 

1233e of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 103-382.

AMENDMENTS

1994 - Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103-382, Sec. 212(b)(3)(C), made 

technical amendment to reference to section 1232g(b)(1)(D) of this 

title to reflect renumbering of corresponding section of original 

a c t .

1976 - Pub. L. 94-482 designated existing provisions as subsec.

(a) and added subsecs, (b) and (c).

E F F E C T IV E  DATE O F 1 9 7 6  AMENDMENT

3 o f  4 4/9/2002 10:25 AM
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Amendment by Pub. L. 94-482 effective 30 days after Oct. 12,

1976, except either as specifically otherwise provided or, if not 

so specifically otherwise provided, effective July 1, 1976, for 

those amendments providing for authorization of appropriations, see 

section 532 of Pub. L. 94-482, set out as a note under section 1001 

of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section 515(b) of Pub. L. 93-3R0 provided that: ''The amendment 

made by subsection (a) (enacting this section) shall be effective 

upon enactment of this Act (Aug. 21, 1974).''
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N e w  Jersey Permanent Statutes 

T I T L E  18A E D U C A T I O N

18A:36-34. Scliool surveys, certain, parental consent rctmired hefore administration

1. a. Unless a school district receives prior written informed consent from a student's parent or 
legal guardian and provides for a copy o f the document to be available for viewing at convenient 
locations and time periods, the school district shall not administer to a student any academic or 
nonacademic survey, assessment, analysis or evaluation which reveals information concerning:

(1) political affiliations;

(2) mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or the student's 
family;

(3) sexr.al behavior and attitudes;

(4) illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior;

(5) critical appraisals o f other individuals with whom a respondent has a close family
relationship;

(6) legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those o f lawyers, 
physicians, and ministers;

(7) income, other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a 
program or for receiving financial assistance under a program; or

(8) social security number.

b. The school district shall request prior written informed consent at least two weeks prior to the
administration o f the survey, assessment, analysis or evaluation.

c. \  student shall not participate in any survey, assessment, analysis or evaluation that concerns
the issues .sted in subsection a. o f this section unless the school district has obtained prior written
informed consent from that student's parent or guardian.

d. A school district that violates the provisions o f this act shall be subject to such monetaiy 
penalties as determined by the commissioner.

L.2001,c.364.
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DATE: 

FAX TO:

FROM:

MESSAGE:

I would hope that as your committee meets today to discuss HB 408 (passive parent 
permission for student surveys), your committee members would keep in mind the rights 
of parents and students under the U.S. Constitution. In our much publicized lawsuit 
involving the Ridgewood, NJ student survey issue, we allege that the administration of 
the survey:

•  Compelled speech in violation of the First Amendment;

•  Was an unreasonable intrusion into the household in violation of the Fourth and 
Fourteenth Amendments;

•  Violated the substantive due process rights for the adults to raise their children as 
guaranteed by the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments;

•  Contravened the right to privacy under the Fourth, Fifth and Fourteenth 
Amendments;

•  And violated the Fifth Amendment privilege against self-incrimination.

The Third Circuit Court of Appeals in their 12/10/01 decision stated that we failed to 
allege a violation of the “Fifth Amendment protection against compelled self- 
incrimination.” They said in order for self-incrimination to be compelled, there must be a 
coercion that attaches significant penalties to non-compliance. Students v»cic wa.nvJ 
over the loudspeaker that i f  they did not report to take the survey, it would be considered 
a cut. Apparently, the court did not see that as a significant penalty. HOWEVER ... the 
Third Circuit Court went on to say: “We are not, however, prepared to say that C.N. 
could not, as a matter of law, establish any set of facts which would demonstrate 
violation o f the other constitutional rights asserted.”
A family's constitutional rights should come first.

2012519789 NUNN PAGE 01

FAX COVER SHEET

April 9,2002

Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman
House Health, Education &  Social Services (HESS) Committee
Fax: 907-465-4587

Carole A. Nunn Ph: 201 -444-8449
515 Summit Street Fax: 201-251-9789
Ridgewood, NJ 07450 E-mail: caroleanunn@aol.com
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SARAH MEANS

A  s c h o o l
"magine a school where 13- year-old children are asked to report whether they have -multiple sex partners and to answer questions concerning their parents and relatives’ mari­

tal practices, addictions, weight 
and diseases. Could tliis be the Soviet Union, perhaps? Nazi Ger­many? Or America’s own Ridge­wood, New Jersey — where stu­
dents and parents recently 
celebrated a victory won in a fed­eral court, which ruled the fami­lies could argue in federal court that a forced survey gleaning per­
sonal information from students was unconstitutional..

The U.S. Department ofEduca­tion also ruled that the school dis­trict violated federal law by sur­veying students on sex, dings, am' 
suicide without parental consent. The Ridgewood case also served 
as a catalyst for a new law passed 
in New Jersey on Jan. 7, which made it a federal requirement for 
parents to give informed written consent before students are given surveys or tests which could 
reveal such personal information as sexual behavior, family income 
and other personal family mat­
ters, regardless o f whether the test was federally funded or not. 
Why does it take a new law and a two-year lawsuit to convince 
school board officials to respect 
civil liberties? The bad new is, it hasn’t.

In the fall of 1999, students ages 11 to 18 in the Ridgewood 
School District were required to answer questions about their own drug use, sexual life and any ille­
gal activity they had been 
involved in. The 156-question sur­
vey asked students to name how many times they had tried to kill themselves, made themselves 
throw up after they eat, used con­traception or breathed the con-

they hau uoen forced to take the 
survey during class time or be 
counted as absent. The case then went on to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, 
where the three-judge panel ruled the district court was 
wrong, that plaintiffs could argue 
in federal court that the survey violated rights to silence, substan­tive due process, privacy and 
from household intrusion as pro-

from the appeals court which just 
ruled against them, and the case 
cannot proceed back to the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey until the panel decides whether to grant the 
school board’s request.

Meanwhile, Ridgewood stu­dents wei e forced to submit to more of the same type o f nosy questions — and worse. In a dif­ferent survey disbursed once

Students were asked to rate themselves on how at-risk they were
for bad behavior. The children would then graph their positive and 
negative behaviors so that they could see in black and white how 
“at-risk” they are. A better question would be to ask how ac-risk 
families are of being controlled by school board secret agents.
tents of an aerosol spray can to get high. This, without the par­
ents’ written consent or knowl­
edge of the questions that would be asked. Judge Nicholas Politan 
of the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey dismissed 
the case in February o f last year, 
falsely claiming that federal funds 
were not used — in fact, $5,000 was gleaned from taxpayers for the survey — and disregarding 
students’ sworn affidavits that

tected by the First, Fifth, Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments.But that wasn’t enough for the 
Ridgewood -vaool board and Ridgewood Schools Superinten­
dent Frederick Stokley, who still maintain that the survey was vol­
untary, even though every student 
in grades seven through 12 of the affected schools was made to take 
it, even if they had been absent. They have called for a rehearing 
by the same three-judge panel

again during gym class without parents’ permission to George Washington Middle School last 
year, students were asked to rate themselves on how at-risk they were for bad behavior. Students had to put their names on the sur 
vey, titled "How am I,”  and were 
given a grade for it. A few o f the 
survey questions given to seventh graders:® "Are you engaging in risky 
sexual behavior (multiple part­

ners, no protection from STDs or 
unwanted pregnancy, etc)?”© “Are there guns in your home or the homes of your friends?”

•  “Has your life changed signif­icantly in the past year (e.g. 
through illness, your parents’ 
divorce, a death in the family, financial problems, a move to another city)?”I f  the child made it through 
questions on how many times he 
brushed his teeth, takes illegal drugs and drives drunk, he then gets to divulge the private life of mommy and daddy: “ Do you have a parent, grandparent, brother, sister, aunt, or uncle 
who. . .  Developed breast can- ; cer?. . .  Is an alcoholic? Is signif­
icantly overweight? Developed colon cancer?”The child must then graph his 
positive and negative behaviors so 
that he can see in black and white 
how "at-risk" he is. A better ques­tion would be to ask how at-risk families are o f being controlled by school board secret agents. The 
Department ofEducation ruling carried with it no penalties for the 
school district. Perhaps that could be amended to force the Ridge­wood Board ofEducation to take 
the same surveys it gave to the 
children, and let the families of Ridgewood do the grading.

Sarah Means is an editorial writer for The Washington Times.
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S u rv e y s  s t ir  d e b a te  o v e r  p r iv a c y  r ig h ts  v e rs u s  r e s e a rc h
By. Cheryl WetzsieinT)«\WSHINGTONTIMES

Have you ever had sexual inter­course ('gone ail. the way, made love’) ”? As of January, students4in 
New Jersey public schools can’t be asked this kind of personal question

..ents must tell the school that their •, children can take a survey. I f  par­
ents don’t say yes, their children cannot participate in any school survey that asks questions about politics, sex, drugs and other per­
sonal issues.The law stems from a battle over a .156-question survey that wason a survey without their, parents’ 

prior written consent ̂ - • . . .  giveri in 1999 to more'than 2,000The Jan. 9 law enacting this'vpublicmiddle-andhigh-schoolstu- change has been hailed a$:'a victo- i ■ dents' in Ridgewood, N.J.17 for privacy rightsof pirehts aniT-' (I',.The survey asked teens about their children and something that ’ ’ sexual activity, birth control, drugs, 
should be adopted nationally. •’> ■ ' liquor, cigarettes, binge eating,

Researchers,..however, say the-, .depression,suicide,stealing,phys- law is “ excessive” and, will jeopar- ical violence, and relationships withdize important research into teen 
behavior.'." . 7 There has long been a ting of war over student surveys in schools.

Researchers agree that, schools are the ideaLplace to survey teens 
and have typically addressed the need for'parental consent with a 
technique called “passive consent,” "active dissent” or “opt out."With this technique, schools inform parents of an upcoming sur­vey and ask them to tell the school 
if they don’t want their children to take it — parents must “ actively 
dissent” or “opt out” I f  the school doesn’t hear from the parents, it 
assumes it has their "passive con­sent”  to give the survey to their children.

The New Jersey law requires "active consent,”  which means par-

family and friends.
■ • School officials said they notified parents several times about the sur­
vey but did not seek parental consent because the survey was voluntary.

Many Ridgewood parents were outraged by the survey, saying it introduced children to bad tiehaviors, invaded family privacy and instilled a politically liberal worldview.“The questions were so political­ly correct,” said Ridgewood mother 
Frances Edwards, noting that stu­dents were asked to assess their 
feelings about race relations, pover­ty and “speaking up for equality.”

Amid a lengthy battle — which 
includes an ongoing lawsuit— New 
Jersey officials passed their law, which was hailed as a “ great victo­ry for parents” by Phyllis Schlafly, founder of the Eagle Fbrum.

“The school system is just 
obsessed with giving these nosy questionnaires,” Mrs. Schlafly said.Schools shouldn’t use valuable classroom time on social surveys, but i f  they do, they should all require active parental consent, she said.

“Now in New Jersey, there will be one state where the parents will not always lose," 'said Michael Schwartz, vice president for gov­ernment relations at Concerned Women for America, which sup­ports parental rights in surveys.Getting active parental consent for student surveys is "analogous to doing medical research,” Mr. Schwartz said. Medical research can only be conducted on people 
who consent to it, he said. “Why in 
the world would we think you can do research on children without their parents’ knowledge and consent?” Shepherd Smith, president of the 
Institute for Youth Development, which publishes a journal on teen behaviors, is “ empathetic to both sides” in the issue.

“Clearly as a parent, I ’m not real 
excited about intrusive surveys in high school,” he said. “At the same time, 1 understand that the data 
gained in these surveys is critical­
ly important to ultimately reducing the negative behaviors.”Supporters of the New Jersey law “may have won a Pyrrhic vic­tory,” said Lloyd D. Johnston, direc­

tor of the Monitoring the Future (MTF) survey.
The federally funded MTF, founded in 1975, goes into 400 schools every year to ask eighth, 10 th- and 1 2 th-graders about their substance abuse and other 

behaviors.MTF uses active dissent in almost all its schools, said Mr. John­ston, who works at the Institute for Social Research at the University of Michigan.
In the few schools that require active consent, he said, MTF 

researchers have found that many parents don’t return the consent form— “ they didn’t open their mail or get around to answering it,” Mr. 
Johnston said.

As a result, as many as 30 percent of students are excluded from tak­ing the MTF survey, even though, based on deeper research, fewer than 2 percent of parents actually 
object to the survey.The loss of so many students “ skews the findings in a serious and important way,” Mr. Johnston said.

“ Parents, more than anyone, 
stand to benefit from our having this knowledge,” he said, noting that the MTF helped alert the nation to 
expanding marijuana use in the 
1970s, cocaine use in the 1980s and ecstasy use in the 1990s.“ So I ’m not sure the interests of parents are being well-served, even 
though it’s in their name that these

efforts are taken," he said.‘T have yet to hear someone come up with an alternative approach to getting data other than asking the question," said Sarah Brown, direc­tor of the National Campaign to Pre­
vent Then Pregnancy.Parental concerns , about sensi­tive surveys of young teens are rea­sonable and should be addressed, perhaps with opt-out techniques, 
said Mrs. Brown. But there are compelling public health concerns that require data about teen behav­ior that have to be addressed as well, she said.

It ’s difficult to ask teens ques­tions about topics such as oral sex, and yet "every time there’s some­thing in the paper, we get hysterical 
calls asking isn’t it true that all the 
middle schoolers are having oral sex?”“And I  have to say, ‘Well, I actu­ally don’t have any information. All I have is anecdotes,’’.’ Mrs. Brown said.“ I see [the New Jersey law] as excessive,”  said Michael D. Resnick, 
a pediatrics professor at the Uni­versity of Minnesota and researcher 
with the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health (Add 
Health).“The vast majority of parents are all right [with surveys] as long as they are informed,” he said, citing hi’s two decades o f experience in researching teen behavior.
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C.N. v. Ridgewood Board o f Education

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE THIRD CIRCUIT

NO. 01-1637

C.N., individually and as Guardian Ad Litem of J.N., a minor;
L.M., individually and as Guardian Ad Litem of V.M., a minor;
M.E., individually and as Guardian Ad Litem of J.E., a minor,

Appellants
v.

RIDGEWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION; FREDERICK J. STOKLEY; JOYCE SNIDER; RONALD 
VERDICCHIO; ROBERT WEAKLEY; JOHN MUCCIOLO; ANTHONY BENCIVENGA; SHEILA

BROGAN
On Appeal from the United States District Court 

for the District ot New Jersey 
(D.C. Civil No. OO-cv-01072)

District Judge: Honorable Nicholas H. Politan

Argued November 9, 2001 
Before: MCKEE, RENDELL, and STAPLETON, Circuit Judges

(Filed: December 10, 2001)

OPINION

Appellants C.N., Ci al„ appeal from a grant of summary judgment in favor of the Ridgewood 
Board of Education and individually named defendants. C.N. urges that it was inappropriate to 
grant summary judgment without affording the opportunity to conduct discovery. We agree with 
C.N.'s contention. We will REVERSE in part and AFFIRM in part, the Order of the District Court, 
and REMAND for proceedings consistent with this Opinion. Because we are writing solely for the 
parties who are familiar with the facts and the procedural history, we will focus on the reasons for 
our decision. Our review of a grant of summary judgment is plenary, and the case is properly 
before us under 28 U.S.C. § 1291, since it is an appeal from a final judgment.

The District Court granted summary judgment to the Board of Education and to the individual 
Defendants on their proffered defenses of qualified immunity. Although both statutory and 
constitutional claims were raised, the District Court's opinion analyzes the statutory claims more 
closely. There is only one statutory provision before us on appeal, the Protection of Pupil Rights 
Amendment (P.P.R.A.), 20 U.S.C. § 1232h, which prc" des that parental consent must be 
secured prior to requiring students to submit to a survey or testing eliciting responses in any of 
several enumerated categories.

I o f 3 4/9/2002 6:05 PM
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Under Monell v. Dept, of Social Services of the City of New York, 436 U.S. 658 (1978), § 1983 
liability can attach to local governmental units when the allegedly unconstitutional action 
"implements or executes a policy statement, ordinance, regulation, or decision officially adopted 
and promulgated by that body's officers." Id. at 690. In order for the Board of Education to be 
liable for the administration of the survey, the students must have been required to take the 
survey, and the requirement must have been in compliance with Board policy, not in violation of it.

In determining tht.t there could be no liability as to the Board, the District Court equated a letter 
submitted by the Superintendent of Schools that informed parents approximately two months 
prior to the survey's administration that the survey would be administered voluntarily and 
anonymously with "Board policy." The Court reasoned that because the Board policy was that the 
survey be voluntary, it was not "required" as specified in the statute, and the Board had not 
violated the students' rights. Yet, the record reveals that the Superintendent is a non-voting 
member of the Board. A different Board member, Sheila Brogan, was actually assigned to the 
community group responsible for the survey. C.N. did not have the opportunity to depose her, nor 
to depose the remaining Board members to determine their understanding of Board policy. On 
summary judgment, it is initially the burden of the moving party —  as to Board policy, the Board of 
Education —  to demonstrate that there are no genuine issues of material fact, and that there are 
no unexplained gaps in the material facts presented. Ideal Dairy Farms, Inc. v. John Labatt, Ltd., 
90 F.3d 737, 743 (3d Cir. 1996). The party opposing summary judgment must then come forward 
and demonstrate by specific facts that there is a genuine issue for trial. Id. We have two problems 
with the District Court's grant of summary judgment as to the Board. First, the letter from the 
Superintendent does not conclusively establish Board policy. Second, even if the letter is 
probative as to the Board policy, C.N. never had the opportunity to challenge or probe through 
discovery what was offered as, and what actually was, the Board’s policy.

C.N. repeatedly sought discovery. The Magistrate judge sua sponte foreclosed discovery initially 
and, despite repeated requests, the Court never permitted discovery to proceed. Because in 
order to withstand a Motion for Summary Judgment the ncn-moving party must demonstrate at a 
minimum sufficient evidence to demonstrate a genuine issue of fact (see, e.g., Anderson v.Liberty Lobby, Inc., 477 U.S. 242, 250 (1986)), and the evidence was not within plaintiff's control 
absent limited discovery, it was necessary for C.N. to have discovery in order for the Court 
adequately to weigh the propriety of a grant of summary judgment in favor of the Board.
Consonant with the provisions of Fed. R. Civ. P. 56(f), the attorney for C.N. submitted an Affidavit 
explaining why C.N. needed discovery in order to withstand the Motion for Summary Judgment. 
App. at 287-89. In Anderson, 477 U.S. at 250 n.5, the Si preme Court noted that Rule 56(f) 
provides that "summary judgment be refused where the non-moving party has not had the 
opportunity to discover information that is essential to his position." Id. The burden on the 
non-moving party is thus oremised on the assumption that "both parties have had ample 
opportunity for discovery." Id. On the facts before us, it was premature to grant summary 
judgment without allowing at least limited discovery.

The District Court granted summary judgment as to the remaining individual defendants based 
primarily on qualified immunity. Throughout ifs opinion, the District Court focused on the voluntary 
nature of the survey to support the grant of qualified immunity. However, the narrow issue of 
whether the survey was in fact "required" is actually a disputed fact issue based on the record. 
Affidavits from students, and the narrative of a conversation between a parent and one of the 
building principals, indicate that at least some of the students were not informed that the survey 
was voluntary, and that the circumstances that surrounded the administration of the survey were 
—  given the nature of the school setting —  sufficient to infer that those students were required to 
take the survey. Given this factual dispute, summary judgment should not have been granted on 
this basis. If a jury would find that the students were actually required to take the survey, then the 
District Court would have to address the further question in the qualified immunity analysis as to 
whether a teacher or principal in this setting would have reasonably understood that the survey 
was being administered in violation of the law. The facts that would inform these issues have not 
been the subject of discovery.

Qualified immunity, in the often repeated rhetoric of the Supreme Court, provides that 
"government officials performing discretionary functions generally are shielded from liability for 
civil damages insofar as their conduct does not violate clearly established statutory or 
constitutional rights of which a reasonable person would have known." Harlow v. Fitzgera. •*, 457
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U.S. 800, 817-18 (1982). The precise act in question need not have been previously held 
unlawful, but the "contours of the right must be sufficiently clear" that a reasonable official 
performing the duties of the defendant would be on notice that his actions violated that right. Gruenke v. Seip, 225 F.3d 290, 299 (3d Cir. 2000).
While the Supreme Court has recognized that part of the purpose of the Harlow standard was to 
prevent unnecessary discovery, it has also acknowledged that not all defenses of qualified 
immunity can be properly disposed of on summary judgment without at least limited discovery. Crawford-FI v. Britton, 523 U.S. 574, 593 (1998). We believe that in these narrow circumstances, 
where the questions of law as to the applicability of the statute and the actions and knowledge of 
the principals and teachers as to the nature of the survey are fact-bound, discovery would be 
appropriate, if not essential. Even without discovery, the record reveals, for example, the survey 
materials that were furnished to the School District (and invoiced to the Board) included copies of 
the P.P.R.A. Both sides agree, and did not disagree before the District Court, that the survey was 
purchased at least in part with federal grant funds. In the job descriptions attached for the 
individual defendants, several had responsibility for implementing state and federal laws, for grant 
administration and oversight, and for other areas in which they would be expected to have known 
of the statutes and regulations. Whether the entire packet of survey materials were provided to 
each of the individual defendants, and whether each defendant was aware that the survey had 
been purchased with grant funds and whether compliance with the P.P.R.A. was required by the 
terms of the grant is a question of fact that should not be disposed of in favor of the individual 
defendants on summary judgment without discovery.

In addition to its qualified immunity analysis, the District Court dismissed C.N.'s constitutional and 
statutory claims on their merits. As in the qualified immunity analysis above, C.N. should have the 
opportunity to argue the merits of the violation of the P.P.R.A. after being permitted to engage in 
discovery. The District Court's ruling on the merits was premature. C.N. also raised several 
constitutional claims. We agree with the District Court that, as a matter of law, C.N. has failed to 
allege a violation of the Fifth Amendment protection against compelled self-incrimination. Under 
our standard enunciated in Fraternal Order of Police Lodge No. 5 v. City of Philadelphia, 859 F.2d 
276, 282-83 (3d Cir. 1988), compulsion in the Fifth Amendment context has an accepted 
meaning. In order for self-incrimination to be compelled, there must be a coercion that attaches 
significant penalties to non-compliance. While we did not define what the lower threshold of such 
threat would be in Fraternal Order of Police, we did note there that neither the parties nor we had 
found an "action short of firing that an employer could take that could constitute compulsion within 
the meaning of the fifth amendment.. . Id. at 283 and n.6. Here it was alleged that some 
students were informed that they would have been assigned unexcused absence had they not 
reported to take the survey. Like the alleged denial of promotion in Fraternal Order of Police, the 
harm that would result from compliance with the process is insufficient to constitute coercion 
within the meaning of the Fifth Amendment. Id.
We are not, however, prepared to say that C.N. could not, as a matter of law, establish any set of 
facts which would demonstrate violations of the other constitutional rights asserted. We believe 
that ? conclusion as to the contours of these guarantees is specific to the factual setting and 
should be reached after discovery.

For the reasons cited above, we will AFFIRM the District Court's dismissal of C.N.'s Fifth 
Amendment self-incrimination claim, but REVERSE the remaining aspects of the District Court's 
Order and REMAND to the District Court for proceedings consistent with this Opinion.

TO THE CLERK OF COURT:
Please file the foregoing Unreported- 
Not Precedential Opinion.

/s/Mariorie O. Rendell 
Circuit Judge
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Subject: RE: HB408
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From: Rebecca A OHara < rebohara@juno.com>
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Peggy_Wilson@Iegis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Vic-Kohring@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Sharon_Cissna@Iegis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us 

CC: cabushnell@ak.net

Dear HESS Committee Members,
Please preserve adequate, timely parent notification of all student 

surveys, and please preserve the parent's opportunity to preview surveys. 
And please, please preserve the right of parents to opt their child(ren) 
out of participation in surveys in a convenient manner. Please keep 
School Districts accountable to parents when it comes to surveying 
students. Parents have a right to know when and where their child(ren) 
will be surveyed, and parents have a right to know what questions their 
children will be asked. Finally, parents have the right to not have their 
children participate in surveys.
Thank you for your work on this issue and other education issues.
Rebecca 0'Hara 
Anchorage Council of PTAs 
V.P. Legislation
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Support fo r HB 408

Subject: Support for HB 408
Date: Mon, 08 Apr 2002 18:29:40 -0800 

From: "Anita Hazel 1-Parrish" <anitalbbbs@hotmail.com>
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@lcgis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us, 
Represenlative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us, 
Rcpresentative_Gary_Stevens@legis.stale.ak.us, 
Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Chairman Dyson, Representative Wilson, Representative Stevens, 
Representative Kohring, Representative Joule, Representative Coghill and 
Representative Cissna,

As a parent, PTA member, concerned citizen and youth worker I urge you to 
support changing existing laws requiring active parental consent for 
anonymous surveys, to passive consent, provided there is adequate notice for
parental response. I want my daughter and other Alaskan children to grow up
in a state that is responsive to their needs. But how do we find out what is
really happening with our kids without asking them with such questionnaires?

Experience in Alaska and other states that have experimented with active 
parental consent has shown that enough permission forms for a worthy study 
simply do not come in. In cases where school personnel have gone to 
extraordinary lengths to get them (for example, the CHOICE program here in 
Juneau) the results cire overwhelmingly in favor of survey administration. 
This tells me that the law is making educators lives hard for no good 
reason.

And what is the cost in the end? Trends in grant funding are very clear.
If you want money to fund prograns that benefit children, you must be able 
to measure results. Across the nation states use results of Youth Risk 
Behavior Surveys developed with the Centers for Disease Control for this 
purpose. Alaskan organizations dedicated to the well-being of our children 
are at a disadvantage when they compete for these funds because they cannot 
show valid evaluation results. We are missing the boat and our kids are 
paying this price.

I urge each and every one of you to please move this vital legislation 
forward as quickly as possible. Thank you for considering my input.

Respectfully,
Anita Hazell Parrish 
Juneau, 789-0280
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HB408

Subject: HB408
Date: Tue, 09 Apr 2002 20:14:17 G M T  

From: akcompub@sinbad.net
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

Proposed Amendment:

bill page 2, line 7 
Sec. 4 AS 14.03.110(d)

add after "section must"

" ...be mailed directly to the parent or guardian of each student by first class
U.S. mail and must..." "include..."

1 of I 4/10/2002 3:06 PM
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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

P.O. BOX 110700111 MONO COURT HOUHP. 5m /WOK JUNEAU, A /.ASKA m i l O.iWl PHONE: (007)465-3600PAX: (907)463-2530

To  v * KNOIYJ.ESGOVERNOR

April 17,2002

Honorable Fred Dyson 
House o f  Representatives 
State Capitol -  Room 104 
Juneau, AIC 99801-1182

Re: House HES committee hearing on HB 408

Dear Representative Dyson:

I. Introduction

Two issues arose during the hearing in the House HES committee on HB 408, held 
on April 11, 2002 which require some further clarification. Those issues are:

A. W hat are the consequences for teachers and other school district employees 
who disregard the anonymity and confidentiality protections contained in HB 408 if  
passed?

and
B. W hat is the effect o f  the case referred to as the “New Jersey case” on Alaska 

law governing student surveys?

II. Short Answer

A. The consequences for teachers and other school district employees who 
disregard the protections for students and families in HB 408 include employee discipline 
and, for certified teaching staff, the potential for a finding o f  an ethical or teaching 
practices violation by the Professional Teaching Practices Commission (PTPC) resulting 
in the potential for revocation or suspension o f the certificate in certain circumstances. In 
addition a public servant may be charged with a m isdemeanor crime under AS 11.56.860.

B. In the New Jersey case, C.N. et al. v. Ridgewood Board o f Education, an 
appeals court remanded the case back to the trial court for further evidence o f the 
voluntary nature o f a student survey the trial court found to be voluntary without a trial. 
The New Jersey appeals court did not dispute or change the trial court’s legal conclusion 
that the federal written parental consent provision would not apply to a voluntary and



H o n o r a b le  F re d  D y s o n
H o u s e  o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s

A p r i l  1 7 , 2 0 0 2
P a g e  2

anonymous survey. While this case serves as a guideline in reviewing student survey 
procedures it docs not serve as legal precedent in Alaska and is not relevant to a 
voluntary survey as described in HB 408.

HI. Analysis

A. S ta ff Consequences

The legislature has previously provided for both employee and certification 
consequences if  a teacher or other slaff member fails to follow the requirements 
contained in FIB 408 if  passed into law. In addition, a person who is or has been a public 
servant may be charged with a Class A misdemeanor for misuse o f confidential 
information as defined in AS 11.56.860.

Under current Alaska law two governing bodies are responsible for ensuring 
compliance with applicable rules by the certificated staff o f a school district. First, the 
school district is authorized to dismiss a teacher, even if tenured, for substantial 
noncompliance with the school laws o f the state (including AS 14.03.110) the regulations 
or bylaws o f the department, the bylaws o f the district, or the written rules o f  the 
superintendent under AS 14.20.170(a)(3). A teacher is defined to include all certified 
school staff. A teacher who has not acquired tenure rights is subject to nonretention for 
the school year following the expiration o f the teacher's contract for any cause that the 
district determines to be adequate under AS 14.20.175.

Second, disciplinary action may be imposed by the Professional Teaching 
Practices Commission (PTPC) if  a school district did not act to address a violation o f a 
school law such as HB 408. The PTPC may revoke or suspend a teaching certificate if  a 
teacher fails to comply substantially with the school laws o f the state or if  the PTPC 
determines that there has been a violation o f ethical or professional standards under 
AS 14.20.030 including a violation o f an ethical standard. The ethical standards include a 
requirement that teachers “keep in confidence information that has been obtained in the 
course o f  providing professional service, unless disclosure serves a compelling 
professional purpose or is required by law” under 4 A AC 10.020(8).

In addition, a public servant may be charged with a Class A misdemeanor for the 
crime o f  misuse o f  confidential information if  the person (1) learns confidential 
information through employment as a public servant and (2) while in office or after 
leaving office, uses the confidential information for personal gain or in a manner not 
connected with the performance o f  official duties other than by giving sworn testimony 
or evidence in a legal proceeding in conformance with a court order. This crime as well
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as the employee and teaching practices standards appear to be adequate protections for 
students and fam ili -s fearful o f an unauthorized breach o f confidentiality in connection 
with the administration o f  a voluntary and anonymous survey.1

B. The Effect o f  the New Jersey Case in Alaska

Hearing testimony before the committee on FIB 408 included references to a New  
Jersey case that challenged the administration o f a student survey in that state under 
federal law. A  federal trial court had determined prior to trial that the specific student 
survey had not violated statutory or constitutional requirements because it was 
anonymous and voluntary. An appeals court then reversed the decision because the 
district court had not permitted adequate discovery before reaching its summary 
conclusion.

The U .S. Court o f  Appeals for the 3 rd Circuit decision has resulted in some 
confusion about its applicability to H B  408. The restrictions placed on student surveys 
by the Protection o f  Pupil Rights Amendment (P .P .R .A .), 20 U .S .C . 12 j2h  provide that 
parental consent must be secured prior to requiring participation o f  a student in a survey 
i f  the survey addresses certain subjects. In C.N. et al. v. Ridgewood Board of Education, 
No. 01-1637 (Dec. 10, 2001) the appeals court reversed and remanded the case not 
because there was a particular problem with the survey but because the lower court’s 
decision was reached by summary judgment without adequate discovery. The court 
remanded the case because discovery had not been permitted by the court to determine 
whether the students were adequately informed that the survey was “voluntary and 
anonymous” or whether the students were required to take the survey. (The other 
consideration upon remand w ill he that, i f  the survey was required, was the required 
participation in compliance with board policy to determine whether the board is immune 
from suit.)

The district court case, C.N. el al. v. Ridgewood Board o f Education, 146 
F.Supp.2d 528 (D .N .J. 2001) had dismissed the matter without trial on a determination 
that, under the PPRA, i f  the survey was “voluntary and anonymous” the PPRA was not 
applicable and written parental consent was not necessary. The ruling o f  the appeals 
court does not affect that legal analysis. Thus the case does not have a bearing on the 
current state law  or the proposed changes in HB 408.

1 in addition to the consequences described, a case pending before the United States Supreme Court, Gonzayji 
University v, Doe fCase No. 01-679,), will decide whether parents or students have individual l ights under the 
Family Education Records Privacy Act, that can be enforced through federal civil rights lawsuits. It is unclear, 
however, whether an anonymous survey falls within this federal act.
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While these cases serve as a guideline in reviewing student survey procedures it 
does not serve as legal precedent in Alaska and is not relevant to a voluntary survey as 
described in I IB 408.

Sincerely,

JM:ebc

BRUCE M. BOTELHO 
ATTORNEY GENERAL y

Jean Mischel 
Assistant Attorney General

cc: Rep. Peggy Wilson
Rep. John Coghill 
Rep. Vic Kohring 
Rep. Gary Stevens 
Rep. Sharon Cissna 
Rep. Reggie Joule
Elmer Lindstrom, Deputy Commissioner, Dep't o f Health & Social Services 
Teri Campbell, Legislative Liaison, Dep't ofEducation & Early Development



.SEC. 1017. PROTECTION OF PUPILS. , ------- http://www.cd.gov/lcgislation/GOALS2000/ThcAct/sccl017.htnil

SEC. 1017. PROTECTION OF PUPILS.

Section 439 of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g) is a m e n d e d  to read as 

follows:

"PROTECTION OF PUPIL RIGHTS

"Sec. 439.

(a) All instructional materials, including teacher's manuals, films, tapes, or other supplementary ma.erial 
which will he used in connection with any survey, analysis, or evaluation as part o f any applicable 
program shall be available for inspection by the parents or guardians o f the children.
"(b) No student shall be required, as part o f any ‘.pplicable program, to submit to a survey, analysis, or 
evaluation that reveals information conceming- 

"(1) political affiliations;
"(2) mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or his family;
"(3) sex behavior and attitudes;
"(4) jjlegal^anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior;
"(5) critical appraisals o f other individuals with whom respondents have close family 
relationships;
"(6) legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those o f lawyers, physicians, 
and ministers; or
"(7) income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a program 
or for receiving financial assistance under such program), 

without the prior consent o f the student ( if  the student is an adult or emancipated minor), or in the case of 
an unemancipated minor, without the prior written consent o f the parent.
"(c) Educational agencies and institutions shall give parents and students effective notice o f their rights 
under this section.
"(d) ENFO RCEM ENT.-The Secretary shall take such action as the Secretary determines appropriate to 
enforce this section, except that action to terminate assistance provided under an applicable program 
shall be taken only i f  the Secretary determines that—

"(1) there has been a failure to comply with such section; and
"(2) compliance with such section cannot be secured by voluntary means.

"(e) OFFICE A N D  REVIEW  BO A RD .-The Secretary shall establish or designate an office and review 
board within the Department ofEducation to investigate, process, review, and adjudicate violations of 
the rights established under this section.".

-###-

SEC. 1016. AM ENDM ENTS TO SUMMER YOUTH EM PLOYM ENT AND TRAIN ING  PROGRAM.

SEC. 1018. CONTRACEPTIVE DEVICES.

l o fi 4/18/2002 11:27 AM
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vpftintary vft required - for Fred

Subject: voluntary vs. required - for Fred 
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 10:39:43 -0800 

From: Lisa Torkelson < lisa@advanced-design.com>  
To: Wes Keller <Wes_Keller@legi.c state.ak.us>

3rd paragraph is an excellent point!

From: Caroleanumi@aol.com 
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 07:05:30 EDT  
Subject: Re: let me get this straight 
To: lisa@advanced-design.com

Lisa... the Search Institute (156-question) survey given to the students (which the lawsuit is 
all about) had nothing printed on it that said "voluntary." ALSO, the staff never told the 
students the survey was voluntary. In fact, the students were told to take the survey 
"seriously" and according to Judge Rendell at the 3rd Circuit Court Hearing, she mentioned 
that saying to take a survey "seriously" made it sound like it was required. We continue to 
say that the survey was required -  the district continues to deny it!

ALSO, we believe that even i f  staff tell a student that a survey is voluntary, i f  under the age 
of 18, that student is considered a minor and, therefore, the parents have the right to say 
whether or not their child can participate in the survey. Minors cannot give up their rights 
... parents and guardians are there to make those kinds o f decisions -  especially when 
students are being asked intimate questions about themselves, their friends and family. 
Parents/guardians have to sign permission slips for their minor children to go on field trips, 
to be given an aspirin in school, etc. These nosy surveys should be no different.

ALSO, the PPRA (Protection o f Pupil Rights Amendment) has the word "required" in it. I 
do believe that the new Education Act regarding surveys has taken the word "required" out 
for the very reason that school districts don't seem to know the definition o f the word 
"required."

There is no such thing as VO LU N TA R Y in a M A N D A TO R Y environment. The teachers 
know it, the students know it, and the parents know it. M y kids have told me that i f  a teacher 
were to say "this is voluntary, you don't have to take it" that the first thing they would do is 
look around and see what the other students were going to do. O f course, all the 
brown-nosing, goodie goodie, teacher pet kids are going to take it. Regardless i f  the teacher 
says it is voluntary, she/he will also probably be saying "but I would like you to take it" or 
"but this is extremely important information that we need" or "I hope you will consider 
taking this for me", etc. Teachers will pressure the kids to take it v/ith words, a look, body 
language, etc. I sure don't want our family's consitutional rights to hinge on whether or not 
school personnel are trustworthy -  we have several school personnel here in Ridgewood 
who are definitely not trustworthy -  Ridgewood can't be the only school district out there 
that have untrustworthy staff.

By all means ... pressure the legislators to get actual proof (a letter) from the federal agencies 
saying that funding will depend on survey data. You have to put the onus on the surveyors to 
prove that what they are saying is (rue ... and, o f course, they will not be able to obtain such 
a letter because no federal agency will put it in writing.
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HB 408 committee testimony - REV ISED

Subject: HB 408 committee testimony - R EV IS ED  
Date: Tue, 26 Mar 2002 10:35:30 -0900 

From: Lisa Torkelson < lisa@advanced-design.com>
To: Gayle Keller <Gayle_Keller@Legis.state.ak.us>

Gayle,
After some Wes points, I  changed it again (sent Wes a copy too). I f  you or Wes could give Fred a copy of 
this one I'd appreciate it. I think it says more, but hopefully not too much. I just kept reiterating the parent 
thing.

I'll be glad when this is dead! It's hard work killing a bill!
Lisa

Anyway, here's another attempt at testimony:

My name is Lisa Torkelson. I'm a parent of two.

Three short years ago, HB 70 passed overwhelmingly with only 3 nay votes between the house and senate, 
and was signed into law by the Governor.

HB 408 before you now rips the heart out of HB 70 under the guise of minor cosmetic surgery. Whereas 
parents were specifically added to the process, HB 408 neatly carves them out.

With all its repealing and reenacting, HB 408 appears to have changed little from the original bill. 
However, the little that remains doesn't include parents.

You may hear that schools need I-IB 408 to do the Youth Risk Behavior Survey and get Federal grant 
monies. Well, HB 70 n c e r  ended survey collection. There is nothing in current law that prohibits school 
districts from getting information they want. They just need to notify parents of their intentions; 
permission is only required for inquiries into "personal or family affairs". To promote efficiency, "blanket 
permission" was allowed at the beginning of each school year (as in during registration when parents and 
students are already signing other paperwork). O 1 ^ 7

The goal was to include parents in the loop, but not make the process onerous and cumbersome for the 
schools.

On the other hand, under HB 408, anonymous surveys of any subject would no longer have a check and 
balance system. On page I, Line 6-7, 11, as long as anonymity is maintained, a district inquiring about 
students, their families, or any other subject would be totally permissible. That's like telling parents, "leave 
us your kids, but don't let the door hit you on your way out".

Current law requires at least notification for every other type of non-personal survey. This still keeps 
parents in the loop, but provides more of a "heads up" than requires an active role.

In HB 408, it is no longer clear whether or not "notification" is even required for anonymous surveys.

And finally, HB 70 narrowly defined "questionnaire or survey". This definition no longer exists in the bill
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before you now.

Vou may hear from schools that they are finding it difficult to get parents permission which is why they 
need the onus of getting it removed. However, has it occurred to them that perhaps parents don't want their 
kids surveyed?

Parents are the best judges of what their kids should be exposed to and v/hen. Long ago it was decided that 
children below the age of majority were to be under their parents'jurisdiction. This is still true today no 
matter how noble the cause. When schools want to ask personal and probing questions, parents have a 
right to respond with their child's best interest in mind.

HB 70 was all about protecting parents; HB408 is all about protecting funding for bureaucracies.

I'll conclude by requesting you to support parents' rights and vote Do Not Pass on HB 408.

Thank you for your lime and listening ears.

By the way, M r. Chairman, how will you respond to HB 408 gutting the intent of your original bill?

2 o f 2 3/26/2002 10:44 AM



Fred, Dick Block will be on T/C. He is calling from Southern California. He has done well in 
researching this for us.

He found out that the Anchorage School District (ASD) grant that was denied was for 
$186,000. He was unable to find any others that were missed. He dug and found out that 
the grant rejection was from AK DEED not the Federal DOE. He talked with the person in 
EED that did the rejecting and was told that ASu did not get the grant because their 
paperwork was deficient compared to other applicants. The districts that DID get the grant/s 
had better data because they used survey information collected before your HB 70 went into 
effect in 1999. The school district could have gotten good data to compete, but it would 
have taken more work (police department, attendance records, etc)...



Letter to the Editor Jan 19, 1999

School business isn't surveys
[Top] | [Next]

Parental rights are once again being usurped, and our children are being 
manipulated as though consumers. Last year, there was a concerted 
effort by different health care professionals to have the right to 
implement different youth surveys in our public schools.

First they wanted to do it without having written parental permission. 
When they discovered they couldn't do them without it, they forced the 
Anchorage School Board into pas..mg an O K to do them without written 
parental permission. It was only because o f the wise and honest 
decision o f the superintendent of schools, Mr. Bob Christal, were 
parental rights protected.

This year, they will be administering different surveys to our children. 
Why? So that different agencies can then compete for federal and state 
and local grants and funding! Our children are being treated as mere 
consumers, another easy source o f money.

These surveys are supposed to be anonymous. Still, i f  a child answers a 
survey question which would alarm the administrators of the test or 
others, it will be very easy for such people to narrow it down to what 
individual child it was. Even i f  answered in a joking manner, in today's 
current school climate, it will be taken as a "potential" threat. I f  the 
child answers negatively on any family issue or one regarding his 
parents, the next step will be for the authorities to begin an 
investigation into the parents!

The matters o f home and family are private, and parents need to let 
the schools and those pushing these surveys find their funding another 
way and stay out o f our private lives!

- Timothy Napier

Anchorage



[Top] | [Next]
Parents, OK those surveys

Parents are in control, as Rep. Fred Dyson points out ("Be v/ary o f 
surveys, parents," Letters, Jan. 11), so the ball is in our court. Let's 
allow our children to participate in the Search and Youth Tobacco 
Survey. We can bury our heads in the sand and deny that far too many 
o f our youths have serious obstacles to becoming healthy, productive 
Alaskans, or we can face the facts by asking questions.

In these surveys, students will be asked about the positive and negative 
things in their lives that affect their decisions about school, 
extra-curricular activities, sports and other habits. Be encouraged that 
our School District wants to continue to gather this important 
information to better plan curricula, programs and activities as well as 
evaluate progress made. That means future decisions will be based on 
current infonnation from the students rather than adult guesses and 
"national trends."

Active parent consent is a reality in other states too, in fact whenever 
federal funds are used to design Safe and Drug Free Schools Programs. 
The experience o f parents in these communities is encouraging.
Parents look forward to hearing about results and being part o f the 
solution. That's how schools, parents, families and businesses can work 
together to address strengths and weaknesses in the community. The 
Anchorage School District will do that through this newspaper, meetings 
and reports to schools.

You are encouraged to stay involved with your kids by signing parent 
permission forms giving your approval for your child to complete the 
survey.

- Judith Bendersky 

Anchorage
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I support passing House Bill 70 to protect m y  parental rights to give written permission 
when it deals with schools asking my children personal questions. I cannot depend on the 
Anchorage School District to guarantee that m y  children's right to privacy is protected. 
When schools ask students private questions, I want to know about it before they're 
asked.

It's m y  parental right to guide my children as they leam what and how much of 
themselves they should divulge and to whom. It's m y  parental duty, not the school's, to 

teach values to m y  children. It's my parental responsibility to keep track and monitor what 
m y  children do.

Please support H B  70 so it will become law. This school district has already shown me 
indifference when I've gone to them for help in resolving situations with m y  children. 
What about teaching students so they can get their diplomas, instead of snooping into 
private lives? Whose business is it anyway? Help me protect our children's right to 
privacy when we can't be there to protect them.

This bill was introduced by Rep. Fred Dyson and is being heard by the Heath, Education 
and Social Services Committee. Call your local Legislative Information Office to find out 
when. Last I knew, they would take public testimony on the bill on Thursday. In 
Anchorage, call the LIO at 258-8111 and sign up to testify. Also send support by e-mail 
to Representative_Frcd_Dyson@Iegis.state.ak.us.

P.S. I'm an ordinary citizen, I don't work in the health industry, and I don’t live on the 
Hillside.

- Frank R. Phillips

Anchorage

mailto:Representative_Frcd_Dyson@Iegis.state.ak.us
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Subject: HB 70 Support
Date: Wed, 14 Apr 1999 18:26:57 -0500 

From: Andree McLeod <mcleodak@alaska.net> 
To: Representative Dyson <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a i v e  F r e d  D y s o n ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  p r o t e c t  p a r e n t ' s  a n d  f a m i l y ' s  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y .

I t ' s  h a r d  e n o u g h  r a i s i n g  c h i l d r e n  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  g o v e r m .  . . , t  
a g e n c i e s  g o i n g  i n t o  s c h o o l s  b e h i n d  o u r  b a c k s ,  i n t r u d i n g  i n  o n  o u r  c h i l d r e n ' s  
p r i v a c y  a n d  d i m i n i s h i n g  t h e i r  s t u d y  t i m e  a t  s c h o o l  b y  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s .
T h e  c o m p r o m i s e  y o u  h a v e  r e a c h e d  i n  y o u r  b i l l ,  a s  I  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  i s  t o  g i v e  
a n n u a l  b l a n k e t  p e r m i s s i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  s c h o o l  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  A l s o ,  p a r e n t s  
w i l l  b e  n o t i f i e d  i n  a d v a n c e  b e f o r e  s p e c i r i c  s u r v e y s  a r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  w h e r e  
p a r e n t s  c a n  o p t  t o  n o t  h a v e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  p a r t i c i p a t e .
A g a i n ,  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l  y o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .  I t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  e a s y  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  m o s t  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  a s  t h e y  h a v e  u s e d  t h e i r  
p o w e r  t o  u s u r p  o u r  p r i v a c y .  B u t  w h e n  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  b a c k s  t h e  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  h o p e l e s s n e s s  a n d  h e l p l e s s n e s s  a b o u n d s  f o r  u s  c o m m o n  
f o l k .  Y o u  h a v e  t r u l y  b e e n  a  s a v i n g  g r a c e .

A n d r e e  M c L e o d

1 of 1 4 /1 5 /9 9  9 :2 4  AM
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PH H S B lo c k  Grant Fo llow -up

Subject: PHHS Block Grant Follow-up
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 1998 10:39:14 -0800 

From: "Ray, Glenn S." <GlenR@health.state.ak.us> 
To: '"Mcleod, Andree'" <mtkcdak@alaska.net> 
CC : "Carr, Patricia A." <PCarr@health.state.ak.us>, 

"Johnson, Mark S." <MarkJ@health.state.ak.us> 
"Lowe, Sharon K ." <SLOWE@health.state.ak.us>

T h i s  n o t e  f o l l o w s  o u r  m o r n i n g  t e l e p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  o f  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 ,  1 9 9 8  
i n  w h i c h  y o u  a s k e d  m e  f o r  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  q u e s t i o n s .
1 .  W h a t  i s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  P r e v e n t i v e  H e a l t h  a n d  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s
( P H H S )  B l o c k  G r a n t ?  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  A c t ,  T i t l e  X I X  -  

B l o c k  G r a n t s ,  s e c t i o n  1 9 0 4 ,  i t  r e a d s  " . . . p a y m e n t s  m a d e  t o  a  S t a t e  u n d e r  
s e c t i o n  1 9 0 3  m a y  b e  u s e d  f o r :  ( A )  A c t i v i t i e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  m a k i n g
p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  
t h e  h e a l t h  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e r  f o r  t h e  y e a r  2 0 0 0 .  
( B )  P r e v e n t i v e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  r o d e n t s  a n d  f o r  

c o m m u n i t y  a n d  s c h o o l - b a s e d  f l u o r i d a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  ( C )  F e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s  
a n d  p l a n n i n g  f o r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  s y s t e m s  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  
e x p a n s i o n  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  s u c h  s y s t e m s . . . .  ( D )  P r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  t o  
v i c t i m s  o f  s e x  o f f e n s e s  a n d  f o r  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  s e x  o f f e n s e s .  ( E )  W i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  a c t i v i t i e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  a n y  o f  s u b p a r a g r a p h s  ( A )  t h r o u g h  ( D ) ,  
r e l a t e d  p l a n n i n g ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s .  ( F )  M o n i t o r i n g  
a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  c a r r i e d  o u t  u n d e r  a n y  o f  s u b p a r a g r a p h s  ( A )  
t h r o u g h  ( E ) .

2 .  W h a t  i s  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  f u n d s  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  Y R B S  i n
S F Y  9 9 ?  $ 6 4 . 0  i s  a l l o c a t e d  f o r  s u p p o r t  o f  1  F T E  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  Y R B S  i n
S F Y  9 9 .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  i s  p l a c e d  w i t h i n  t h e  S e c t i o n  o f  E p i d e m i o l o g y  a n d  
l o c a t e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e .  T h i s  $ 6 4 . 0  f o r  Y R B S  p e r s o n n e l  i s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
b u d g e t  t h a t  S h a r o n  L o w e  r e p o r t e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  R e p .  M u l d e r ' s  q u e s t i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  Y R B S  f u n d s  a r e  u s e d  d i r e c t l y  b y  
t h e  S e c t i o n  o f  E p i d e m i o l o g y  a n d  d o  n o t  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  S e c t i o n  o f  C o m m u n i t y  
H e a l t h  a n o  E M S .  T h e  c l e r i c a l  p e r s o n  r e t r i e v i n g  b l o c k  g r a n t  b u d g e t a r y  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  S h a r o n  w a s  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  b l o c k  g r a n t  a n d  I  w a s  i n  
A n c h o r a g e  a n d  u n a v a i l a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  S h a r o n  w i t h  t h e  c o r r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n .

3 .  W h a t  i s  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  o f  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  f u n d s  a n d  w h a t  i s  t h e
a m o u n t  o f  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  f u n d s  n o t  a l l o c a t e d  f o r  a n y  p r o g r a m  u s e  i n  F Y  9 9 ?  
T h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  a n s w e r  b e c a u s e ,  1 )  I  d o  n o t  h a v e  a  f i n a l  f i s c a l  
r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  E H H S / D i v i s i o n  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S e r v i c e s  a s  t o  e x p e n d i t u r e s  
c h a r g e d  t o  t h e  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  d u r i n g  s t a t e  F Y  9 8  a n d  2 )  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  
f e d e r a l  F Y  $ 9  ( F F Y  9 9 )  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  
C o n g r e s s .  C o n g r e s s  m a y  r e d u c e  t h e  t o t a l  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  b y  2 9  m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s  i n  F F Y  9 9  w h i c h  w i l l  c a u s e  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  a w a r d  b y  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 0 6 . 0 .  U n t i l  t h e r e  i s  a  f i n a l  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e c i s i o n  i t  i s  
s a f e s t  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o  u n a l l o c a t e d  f u n d s .

I f  t h e  b l o c k  g r a n t  i s  a w a r d e d  i n  F F Y  9 9  a t  t h e  s a m e  l e v e l  a s  t h e  F F Y  
9 8  a m o u n t  t h i s  w o u l d  m e a n  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 0 0 . 0  
u n a l l o c a t e d  f u n d s  a v a i l a b l e  b y  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 9 9 .  B u t ,  i f  C o n g r e s s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
r e d u c e s  t h e  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  a l l o c a t i o n ,  e v e n  b y  $ 5 0 . 0  o r  $ 6 0 . 0 ,  t h i s  w i l l  
c a u s e  a  r e - e v a l u a t i o n  o f  c u r r e n t  f u n d i n g  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  
t o  g u e s s  a t  a  l i k e l y  u n a l l o c a t e d  a m o u n t .

l o f t 10/20/98 2:07 P)
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Rcquct* i'or information about Y R B S

Subject: Request for information about YRBS 
Date: Fri, 2 Oct 1998 07:03:50 -0800 

From: "Ray, Glenn S." <GlenR@health.state.ak.us> 
To: *"Mcleod, Andree'" <mcleodak@alaska.net>

M s .  M c L e o d ,  y o u  r e q u e s t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  h o w  t h e  B e h a v i o r a l  R i s k  
F a c t o r  S u r v e i l l a n c e  S u r v e y  ( B R F S S )  i s  f u n d e d .
1 .  A n  a m o u n t  o f  $ 7 3 , 5 0 0  i s  a l l o c a t e d  f r o m  t h e  P r e v e n t i v e  H e a l t h  a n d  
H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s  B l o c k  G r a n t  f o r  B R F S S .  I n  o r d e r  t o  f u l l y  f u n d  t h i s  p r o g r a m  
t h e  s t a t e  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  s e c u r i n g  a  g r a n t  f r o m  t h e  C e n t e r s  o f  D i s e a s e  
C o n t r o l  a n d  P r e v e n t i o n  ( C D C )  f o r  $ 8 7 , 0 0 0  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
o f  t h e  B R F S S .  T h i s  s p e c i f i c  C D C  g r a n t  w a s  a w a r d e d  f o r  a  f i v e - y e a r  p e r i o d  
w h i c h  e n d s  O c t o b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 9 9 .
2 .  R e g a r d i n g  u s e  o f  t h e  C D C / B F R S S  g r a n t ,  u s e  o f  f u n d s  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  i n  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  F u n d s  m a y  o n l y  b e  u s e d  f o r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  B R F S S  
w i t h  f i n a l  a p p r o v a l  b y  C D C  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  y e a r l y  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l .

F r o m :  A n d r e e  M c L e o d  [ S M T P : m c l e o d a k @ a l a s k a . n e t ]
< r n n i i t c  : I S l f T P : m c l e o d a f c p A l a s k a .  n e t ]  >
S e n t :  M o n d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 8 ,  1 9 9 8  1 1 : 3 2  A M
T o :  R a y ,  G l e n n  S .
S u b j e c t :  R e :  R e s p o n s e  t o  t e l e p h o n e  m e s s a g e

T h a n k  y o u  R a y .  I  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  h e l p  o n  a l l  t h i s .  M y  q u e s t i o n  w a s :  o t h e r
t h a n  t h e  $ 7 3 ,  * 0 0  a l l o c a t e d  f o r  t h e  a d u l t  r i s k  b e h a v i o a l  s u r v e y ,  w h a t  o t h e r  
m o n e y  g o e s  t o w a r d s  t h e  s u r v e y  a n d  f r o m  w h e r e  d o e s  i t  c o m e  f r o m .  I  t h o u g h t  I  
r e m e m b e r  y o u  s a y i n g  t h a t  C D C  s e n d s  m o n e y  t o  t h e  s u r v e y  t h r o u g h  a n o t h e r  
g r a n t .  W h a t  i s  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  o f  t h a t  g r a n t  a n d  w h o  d e c i d e s  h o w  t h a t  i s  
s p e n t ?  T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n .  I ' l l  t r y  t o  m a k e  i t  t o  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  t o  m a k e  t h a t
m e e t i n g  b u t  p r i o r  c o m m i t m e n t s  m i g h t  s u p e r c e d e .
R a y ,  G l e n n  S .  w r o t e :

>  You may j o i n  th e  Community H ea l th  P rom o t io n  A d v is o ry  Committee 
m e e t i n g  b y

>  d i a l i n g  i n  on the  Anchorage number t h a t  I  p r e v i o u s l y  s e n t  you -  
7 5 1 - 8 0 0 0 .

>  The o p e r a t e r  i s  l i k e l y  t o  ask  f o r  y o u r  name and l o c a t i o n  
( c o m m u n i t y  n a m e )

>  and then connec t you w ith the o t h e r  p e o p le  on l i n e .  I f  t h e r e  i s
a n y

> d i f f i c u l t y  r e a c h in g  th e  t e le c o n f e r e n c e  o p e r a t o r  you can c a l l  E r i c
P e t e r  a t

>  my o f f i c e  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  -  4 6 5 -3 1 4 0 .
>
> In  y o u r  phone message th e re  were r e v e r a l  q u e s t io n s  as  t o  g r a n t s

f r o m  t h e
>  C en te rs  f o r  D is e a s e  C o n t r o l  and P r e v e n t i o n  (CDC) and th e  

B e h a v i o r a l  R i s k
>  F a c to r  S u r v e i l l a n c e  Su rv e y  (BRFSS ). I  w i l l  v e  happy t o  s u p p ly  

y o u  w i t h  a n y
>  i n f o rm a t i o n  t h a t  I  have in  re sp on se  to  y o u r  q u e s t io n s  b u t ,  t o  h e lp

m e  b e  a s
>  a c c u ra t e  as p o s s i b l e  I  need you t o  subm it y o u r  q u e s t io n s  in  

w r i t i n g .  T o
;> save  t im e t h i s  can be done v ia  e -m a i l  t o  g l e n r@ h e a l t h . s t a t e . a k . u s
a-en rtfhea lth . s ia te -. .i e . c.. > .

I o f  2 10/20/98 2:10 Ph
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Friday, April 10, 1999 HB70 Page:1

Subject: HB70
Date: Fri, 16 Apr 1999 07:12:28 -0800 

From : "Larry Erickson" <erickson@ptialaska.net>
To: "Carl Green" Representative Carl Green @legis.state.ak.us>.

"Fred Dvson" Representative Fred Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>.
"Jim Whitaker" Representative Jim Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>.
"Joe Green" Representative Joe Green@legis.state.ak.us>.
"John Coghill" Representative John Cophill@legis.state.ak.us>.
"Tom Brice" <Representative Tom Brice@legis.state.ak.us>

CC: "Mike Tauriainen" <mtpentl@alaska.net>.
"Lisa Torkelson" <Lisa Torkelson@legis.state.ak.us>

Honorable Representatives,

Thank you for passing HB70 out of committee on to the House. I pray that your colleagues will understand the importance of passing tliis 
bill as all of you have. I believe this bill will open many parents eyes to what the government funding school system is doing to our 
children. W h nn parents have to give permission for their children to be exposed to the humiliating and degrading experience of having to 
read and answer the graphic and intrusive question that arc on these government forced school surveys they many decide to get more 
involved in what the school system is spending their time and our children's time on.

Thank you again for caring for our children!

Larry Erickson

IMAP://imap.lagis.stato.ak.us?fetch>UID>IINBOX>2126
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H B  7 0  "P ub lic  S choo l S u rveys"

Subject: HB 70 "Public School Surveys"
Date: Sun, 18 Apr 1999 10:34:18 -0800 

From: "jferrell" <jferrell@alaska.net> 
To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@Legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representative Dyson:
I support the passage of H B  70. The kind of Personal information asked of our students on the Youth Risk Behavior Survey is 
alarming. I believe that underage, minor children are the chief responsibility of their parents. I empathize with the health care 
providers who feel this intimate information is essential to preventing some of ihese high risk behaviors. I believe the statistics 
are well known, knowing the exact numbers is not essential to helping youth avoid risky behavior. I would prefer to err on the 
side of parental authority. Thank you for your efforts on behalf of Parental Rights.
Sincerely,
Lorraine M. Ferrell 
Fairbanks, Alaska

1 o f  1 4 /1 9 /9 9  11 :3 5  AM
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Friday, April 16, 1999 HB70 Pago: 1

Subject: HB70
Date: Fri, 16 Apr 1999 07:12:28 -0800 

From: "Larrv Erickson" <erick.son@ptialaska.net>
To: "Carl Green" Representative Carl Green@legis.state.ak.us>.

"Fred Dyson" Representative Fred Dvson@legis.state.ak.us>.
"Jim Whitaker" Representative Jim Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>.
"Joe Green" Representative Joe Green@legis.state.ak.us>.
"John Coghill" Representative John Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>.
"Tom Brice" Representative Tom Brice@legis.state.ak.us>

CC: "Mike Tauriainen" <mtpentl@ alaska.net>.
"Lisa Torkelson" <Lisa Torkelson@legis.state.ak.us>

Honorable Representatives,

Thank you for passing HB70 out of committee on to the House. I pray that your colleagues will understand the importance of passing this 
bill as all of you have. I believe this bill will open many parents eyes to what the government funding school system is doing to our 
children. When parents have to give permission for their children to be exposed to die humiliating and degrading experience of having to 
read and answer the graphic and intrusive question that are on these government forced school surveys they many decide to get more 
involved in what the school system is spending their time and our children's time on.

Thank you again for caring for our children!

Larry Erickson
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MY- 3-99 MON 7:01 AM JAYICH FAX NO. 345 7194 P 3
Sent by: HUGHES 9073*58708 05/02/99 19:47 Job 257 Pngs 1/1

Parental Consent
A dopted  by  A laska  PTA  C onvention , A pril 27 , 1990

W hereas, Parents are recogn ized  aa the prim ary  ed u ca to rs  o f  th e ir  ch ildren ; and

W hereas, T here  has been an increase in  the n u m b er o f  resting an d  survey  instrum ents being
used to  ev a lu a te  o u r ch ildren 's a ttitudes tow ard  schoo l, ih e ir cop ing  sk ills , and 
th e ir feelings ab o u t them selves and th e ir ex periences; and

W hereas. A laska School Law  (C hapter 4, Sec. 14 .03 .110) m an d a tes  that questionnaires and
surveys w hich inquire  in to  the p rivate  fam ily  a ffa irs  o f  the s tu d en t w hich  are n o t a 
m atter o f  pub lic  record  requ ire  w ritten  p erm ission  from  the  studen t’s p aren t or 
gu ard ian  before  th ey  m ay  be ad m in istered ; and

W h ereas. T h e  P ro tection  o f  P up il R igh ts A c t (20  U .S . C o d e  1232h) s ta tes  that n o  s tuden t
sha ll be requ ired  to take p a n  in  p sych ia tric  o r  p sycho log ica l exam inations, testing, 
o r  trea tm ent in  w hich th e  prim ary  p u rpo se  is to  reveal p riva te  in form ation , 
w ithou t th e  p rio r consen t o f  the s tu d en t ( i f  the s tuden t is  an  ad u lt o r  em ancipated  
m inor), o r in th e  case o f  uncm ancipatcd  m inors, w ith o u t the p rio r w ritten  consen t 
o f  the parern; therefore be  it

R eso lv ed , T h at the A laska PTA supports  s tric t adh eren ce  by  all A lask a  schoo l d istric ts  to
Federal and  S ta te  law s requ iring  w ritten , in fo rm ed  paren ta l co n sen t fo r  both 
e lem en tary  and  secondary  students p rio r to  the ad m in is tra tio n  o f  the above 
described  a ttitude  surveys and  tests.

Rationale

In an  a ttem p t to  assess the  needs o f ch ildren , som e schoo l d is tric ts  have  developed  a  n u m ber u f  
tes ting  an d  su rvey  in strum en ts w hich m easure the affective  a re a  o f  a ch ild 's  being. T hese 
in stru m en ts  attem pt to m easu re  th ings such as locus o f  co n tro l, a ttitu d e  tow ard  school, general 
se lf-esteem , academ ic se lf-esteem , soc ia l in te rac tion , co p in g  w ith  stress and  anxiety  skills, health  
hab its, a n d  iden tification  w ith  school. In  m any  cases , teache rs , sch oo l p sy ch o lo g is ts , and 
adm in is tra to rs  d iscuss  and  analyze  resu lts  am ong  them selves and  w ith  s tu d en ts, out no t with 
parents. S tu d en ts  have been  en couraged  to d ia logue w ith  teachers a b o u t th e ir fee ling s in regard  
to  a ffec tive  te s ting  in strum en ts, bu t paren ts  have  n o t genera lly  been  inc luded .

S pecific  w ritten  pa ren ta l co n sen t fo rm s are o ften  u tilized  at the  e lem en tary  leve l, b u t hardly e v e r  
a t the seco nd ary  level.

H igh  school s tuden ts  w ho are tak ing  health  c la sses  o r  A ID S  cu rricu la  a re  o ften  requ ired  to take 
a ttitudes surveys dea lin g  w ith feelings tow ard  A ID S, h o m o sex u a ls , sexual fee lings, and  sexual 
b ehav io r. T h ese  surveys fall u n d e r f ie  '’P ro tection  o f  P up il R igh ts" federa l s ta tu te  and require 
w ritten  paren ta l c o n se n t

C la rifica tio n  o f  and  adherence  to  Federal and S tate  sta tu tes is  required  o f  all school d istric ts  in 
th e  S ta te  o f  A laska. P sycho log ica l p robing  and  su rv ey in g  sho u ld  n o t be d o n e  w ith o u t parental 
c o n sen t and  know ledge.
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The Alaska PTA, the state’s largest child advocacy 
organization representing almost 16,000 members, 
follows the lead o f the National PTA in_support o f 
the Youth Risk Behavior Surveys (YRBS).

The Alaska PTA delegates stated their concern 
about the health, safety and welfare o f Alaska’s 
children at our 1998 Issues Conference. The results 
o f the survey w ill assist state and local agencies to 
plan and implement school health programs.

We encourage the parents to be informed and
involved in these efforts_andapplaud-the-------
methodology o f collection QTfhfi..data-that-alfows.._ 
anonymity for the participants.

The Alaska PTA is pleased to support and 
cooperate with the Alaska’s Departments o f Health 
and Education.

Sincerely,

Paula Pawlowski, 
Alaska PTA President

cc Tammy Green, Dept o f  Health & Human Services 
Bob Chiistal. Superintendent Anchorage School District 
Harriet Drummond, Chair, Anchorage School Board Association 
Diane Ettcr. President, Anchorage Council PTAs 
Ginger Jenkinson, Region IV, Alaska PTA Board o f M anagers 
Peggy Brown. Health & Safety Chair, Alaska PTA  Board of 

Managers
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CSHB 70 (RLS)AM

Subject: CSHB 70 (RLS)AM
Date: Thu, 13 May 1999 13:41:29 +0000 

From : Charles Hubbard <chubbard@alaska.net>
To: Sentor_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us
CC: Senator_Loren_Leman@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Mike_Miller@legis.state.ak.us, 

Senator_Drue_Pearce@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Johnny_Ellis@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Norm_Rokeberg@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Mary_Kapsner@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Eric_Croft@legis.state.ak.us 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  K e l l y  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e :

I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o d a y  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  H B  7 0  ( A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  
o r  s u r v e y s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s )  b e  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  
R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  S e n a t e  f l o o r  a c t i o n  p r i o r  t o  a d j o u r n m e n t  n e x t  w e e k .

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  f l u r r y  o f  a c t i v i t y  a g a i n s t  t h i s  b i l l  b y  D O E  a n d  D H & S S .
B o t h  D e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  t o  a l l o w  " p a s s i v e "  p a r e n t  p e r m i s s i o n  
i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  Y o u t h  R i s k  B e h a v i o r  S u r v e y .  P a s s i v e  
p e r m i s s i o n  m e a n s  t h a t  i f  t h e  s c h o o l  d o e s n ’ t  h e a r  a  " y e s "  o r  " n o "  f r o m  t h e  
p a r e n t s ,  t h e n  i t ' s  O K .

P a r e n t s  h a v e  b e c o m e  t h e  b a d  g u y s ,  b e c a u s e  p a r e n t s  a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  
" a c t i v e "  p a r e n t  p e r m i s s i o n  b e  o b t a i n e d  p r i o r  t o  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  s u r v e y s  
t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  A c t i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  m e a n s  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  n o  w r i t t e n  
r e s p o n s e  f r o m  p a r e n t s  ( e i t h e r  a  y e s  o r  n o ) ,  t h e n  t h e  c h i l d  d o e s  n o t  
p a r t i c i p a t e .  W h a t  i s  s o  w r o n g  w i t h  a s k i n g  p a r e n t s  t o  s t a t e  i n  w r i t i n g  a  
" y e s ”  o r  " n o "  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  l e t t i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h i s  s u r v e y ?  P a r e n t s  a r e  a s k e d  t o  a c t i v e l y  g i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  o r  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  s c h o o l  
o r  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .

A c t u a l l y  t h e  Y R B S  i s  j u s t  a  c a t a l y s t  t o  a n o t h e r  l a r g e r  p r o b l e m .  T h e r e  a r e  
o t h e r  s u r v e y s  a n d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  t h e  p a r e n t s  
s o m e t i m e s  f i n d  o u t  a b o u t  a n d ,  I  t h i n k ,  s o m e t i m e s  t h e y  d o n ’ t .  T h e r e  h a v e  
b e e n  s o m e  c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  a  s c h o o l  d o e s n ' t  e v e n  k n o w  
a b o u t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  o w n  s c h o o l .

P e r s o n a l l y ,  I  w o u l d  r a t h e r  h a v e  k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t  w h a t  i s  b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  m y  
c h i l d r e n  o r  a n y  c h i l d r e n ,  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  a s k e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  I  w o u l d  a l s o  
l i k e  t o  s e e  w h a t  I ' m  p a y i n g  f o r .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  k n o w  w h y  a n y  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  o f  w h a t  g o o d  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  h o w  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  g o i n g  t o  b e  
u s e d  a n d  i s  t h i s  s o  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  i t  t a k e s  a w a y  i n s t r u c t i o n  t i m e  f r o m  
e v e r y  s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  c l a s s .

T h e s e  a r e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  e v e r y  p a r e n t  s h o u l d  b e  a s k i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a n y  o f  
y o u .  I f  y o u  d o n ' t  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  c h i l d r e n  i n  s c h o o l ,  m a y b e  y o u  h a v e  n i e c e s  
o r  n e p h e w s  i n  s c h o o l .  Y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  t h a t  h a v e  c h i l d r e n  i n  
s c h o o l .  S c h o o l  i s  a  t i m e  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  l e a r n i n g .  T a k i n g  s u r v e y s  a n d  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  m i g h t  n o t  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s .
I f  t h e y  a r e n ' t ,  t h e n  p a r e n t s  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t h e  " a c t i v e "  r i g h t  t o  s a y  " y e s "  
o r  " n o " .  A  p a r e n t ' s  r i g h t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  e d u c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a b r i d g e d .

T h a n k  y o u  i n  a d v a n c e  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  m y  c o m m e n t s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D e e  H u b b a r d
4 2 5 1  P i n n a c l e  C i r c l e
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 4
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WorldNetDaily

Saturday, January 26, 2002

I llem Makkai
HEART OF THE MATTER

Schools snoop for scandal

By Ellen Makkai
©  2 0 0 2  W o r ldN e tD a ily .c om

What happened to readin' and writin' and 'rithmetic? Today students are being grilled like delinquents 
about non-academics such as sex, drugs and hooch.

Invasive school surveys ask students i f  they drink, smoke, snort or steal. Are their parents political, 
abusive, divorced or dead? Do they believe in God, hell and heaven? Have they ever been bullied, 
pregnant, arrested or raped? Do they floss, bike or jog? Are they fat, skinny or suicidal? Do they have 
sex, hobbies or a gun?

Never are they asked i f  they are embarrassed by the questions. Nor are they read their Miranda rights.

School, government and psychology confederates seem pathologically compelled to guinea pig our kids. 
Questionnaires arrive from groups like the Centers for Disease Control, Weekly Reader, the U.S. 
Department ofEducation, the Kaiser Family Foundation and National Parents Commission.

Government and private grants seduce districts into using these student interrogations, which are then 
used to convince benefactors that districts need help -  the bigger the problems, the bigger the prize.

" I f a district proves itself to be in rough enough shape," financial faucets open, says Edward Freeland, 
associate director o f the Survey Research Center at Princeton University. "Consequently, surveys contain 
some bizarre questions."

Not only are questions bizarre, many are offensive. And parents seldom know Junior is spilling the 
beans, says family advocate Brad Dacus, president o f  the non-profit Pacific Justice Institute.

Organizations hope data will translate into programs that preemptively squelch a myriad o f  social evils.

But do they? Principal Frank DeAngelis said the Columbine killers projected no criminal indicators at 
school before their rampage.
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Also, data is compromised. A 12-year-old New Jersey jokester confided he morphed into an 13-year-old 
Chinese girl on his survey. Another supposedly had 12 sex partners in a week.

Anonymity isn't guaranteed because some schools pre-labeled polls or have kids sign names. Teacher 
integrity is questioned -  they snoop, say enraged Oregonians, whose kids responded to the Values 
Appraisal Scale.

I f  school boards and legislators don't halt the practice, students will continue to slog through surveys, 
exposing family ills and ids to the scrutiny o f strangers.

"Notification and permission slips are so vague, no one suspects what's happening," says parent Carole 
Nunn, whose complaint prompted recent New Jersey state legislation. With any hint o f a survey,
"parents need to read them and opt kids out."

New Jersey's law states that students cannot be quizzed on personal issues unless parents give informed 
written consent. It is the only state to do so.

The new federal education reform bill tried for similar protection. Groups like the American 
Psychological Association -  worried parents would deny them access to their kids -  lobbied successfully 
to have it diluted.

" I f you could eliminate an entire race, would you? Which one?" a Bettendorf, Iowa, survey asked in 
1992. Youngsters get details on oral sex in one question on the CDC's 1999 Youth Risk Behavior 
Surveys given to grades seven to 12. Another lists street names where illegal drugs are sold and asks 
which substances respondents have sampled.

Dr. Freeland wonders i f  such questions nudge kids to explore behavior noted in the questions 
themselves. "There is no data about the potential harm rendered," he says. This begs the question: Does 
negative scrutiny send negative signals? Is a child's self-perception damaged when respected adults deem 
it necessary to quiz her on immoral and illegal conduct? "We need to look at these factors," says Dr. 
Freeland.

Ask me; 1 know. I am a refugee o f childhood physical and psychological inquisitions. My psychiatrist 
father saw me as a handy specimen for perpetual analysis.

I was a "polio pioneer," testing the Salk vaccine in the early '50s. Rorschach inkblots probed my psyche. 
As a humiliated 11-year-old, I was photographed in my underpants at school for posture screening. 
Intermingled throughout was a psychiatric couch.

I wondered what acute personal flaws prompted the unceasing assessments.

When I taught 30 years ago, family sovereignty was honored, except in unique crises. Students 
concentrated on academics, athletics and the arts. Today, educators must refocus on that original 
scholastic mandate.

And ditch the ignoble school survey, which is little more than a sociological strip search.

Ellen Makkai began writing columns 16 years ago in response to what she perceived as the moral and
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Members o f the House HESS Committee

Re: HB 408

We would appreciate your giving this measure very critical consideration. 
While the objective o f  the school districts seems laudible enough, that 

is, having sufficient information to ju stify  federal grant requests, the 
potential fo r abuse by school districts and the patent ability within the 
language o f  the proposed b ill to circumvent parental desire for their 
children not to participate in personal surveys or questionaires makes it 
very inappropriate to change the procedures placed in statute on ly  three 
years ago.

Three years ago, the Legislature adopted a comprehensive method fo r school 
districts to conduct surveys and questionaires that balanced the interest 
o f  the schools to have information with the parents' rights to review and 
refuse participation in surveys o r questionaires that they felt delved into 
personal fam ily matters which they did not want documented.

This office is concerned that these surveys can, and in other places do, 
probe into fam ily health issues, religious practices, student 
participation in out o f  school activities and other matters well beyond the 
purvue o f  student education.

We do not categorically oppose surveys o r questionaires o f  any kind, but we 
do believe that it is essential fo r parents to have adequate notice o f  
these surveys and the ability to review them and consider whether their 
child should participate in them before the survey o r questionaire is 
taken.

We favored the 1999 legislation because it placed the burden on the school 
district to notify parents and obtain affirmative permission to include 
students in the study. The proposed legislation reverses the burden and 
makes it incumbent upon parents to know when surveys might be administered, 
to make inquiry as to the content, purpose, etc. o f  the surveys and then to 
notify o f  their denial o f  permission.

It is inappropriate and impractical to expect parents to be constantly 
inquiring o f  the school as whether they are contemplating a survey. This 
legislation gives school districts too much latitude to presume permission 
and conduct invasive studies without any parental awareness.

We would be most grateful in you would include these concerns in your 
review o f  this legislation.

Yours cordially,

Richard L. B lock

Richard L. B lock
(t) 907 562 5183

Christian Science Committee on Publication (A k .t.f.) 877 330 5183 
fo r the State o f  A laska (0

907 562 5187
360 W. Benson B lvd ., Suite 301 (c )
akcompub@sinbad.net
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

mailto:akcompub@sinbad.net


IS PASSIVE CONSENT “ CONSENT"

A key issue in the passive consent debate revolves around the number o f parents who 

would have refused if active consent had been used. Ellickson a ^  Hawes. (I9S9 ) through 

extensive follow-up with parents from both active and passive consent procedures, found that 

failure to return a form is considerably more Iikelv to reflect latent consent than latent refusal." " ' I
Specifically, Ellickson and Hawes found that when parents who were informed via passive 

consent were asked about their decision for their child to participate or not. the great majority o f 

parents (87% ) said that yes, they had received the materials, understood them, and decided to 

allow their child to participate. Research indicates that carefully designed passive consent 

methods can avoid the negative consequences o f active consent while ensuring that parents 

receive the consent materials, pay attention to them, and have sufficient time to refuse 

participation. Additionally, Catalona (1994) also found failure to return a signed active consent 

form is more likely to reflect apathy or inertia than objection to the research. Strasburger (1998) 

believes active parental consent requires overly stringent informed consent procedures, 

especially when applied to anonymous confidential surveys.

COST OF ACT IVE CONSENT VERSUS PASSIVE CONSENT

In a study o f two schools, Ellickson and Hawes (1989) examined refusal rate associated

with active and passive consent procedures. They found that in the school requiring passive

consent 93% o f the students participated, compared to 86% in the schools requiring active

consent. One might assume that 86% participation is quite good for active consent, but it came

at a high cost in terras o f time and money. Three mailings, at least two follow-up phone calls to

all non-respondents, two special parent meetings and daily reminders by classroom teacher to

students to return their forms were the efforts needed to obtain an 86% participation rate.

Ellickson and Hawes estimated that for a sample o f 7,500 students, active consent would cost
2
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ic e  o f T h e  T im e s
S o l u t i o n  t o  s c h o o l  s u r v e y  i s s u e  a t  h a n d
By AN DR M C C L O U D

Here are the top 10 reasons why 
people should u. .'.act legislators in sup­
port of House Bill 70, “An art relating to 
questionnaires or suiveys administered 
in public schools.”

1 Defend and protect privacy.
Hie Alaska Constitution states, ‘The 

right of the people to privacy is recog­
nized and shall not be infringed upon." 
Parents are legally responsible for their 
children, who they send to school with an 
understanding that they’ll be taught to 
read, write and do math. Anything done 
outside those parameters cannot be done 
without parents’ prior knowledge. School 
administrator.^, teachcrff.and parents 
work extremely hard at maintaining this 
fragile and sensitive mutual trust. Violat­
ing this trust has a chilling effect on this 
all-loo-important partnership.

2, Ensure parents’ right to know.
Existing state law says that parents

must provide written permiivion before a 
school may hand out surveys dealing 
with "private family affairs.” Bureaucrats 
in the Alaska Health and Social Services 
department find this phrase ambiguous. 
With legal opinions in hand challenging 
the meaning of the phrase, t hey have 
proceeded this past school year to insidi­
ously, and in a stealth-like manner, ad­
minister surveys to students in 26 out of 
28 school districts without getting prior 
written consent from parents. The sur­
veys consisted of extremely private ques­
tions dealing with a student’s personal 
behavior outsido of school. (Anchorage 
Superintendent Bob Christa) did not per­
mit the surveys in the Anchorage School 
District, so students here were not ha­
rassed with these invaBive surveys.) 
HB70 adds the word "personal" to the ex­
isting state jaw. which hppefullv will dis­
pel future confhsion on the pan of'health 
department officials.

3. Clarify the term “written 
permission.”

The bill stresses the type of permis­
sion schools must obtain l>efore handing 
out surveys. Parents will decide to give or 
deny permission, in writing, at the time 
they register their child about whether 
they want their child to answer personal 
questions in anonymous surveys. For 
non-anonymous surveys, the school must 
contact parents and obtain additional 
written permission at least two weeks 
prior to administering them.

♦rww.comict.com 
" ... And'I do hereby bequeath my 

two tickets to ‘S lu r Wars: Ep isode I —
The Phantom  Menace' to ... •

4. Stop erosion of academic 
time.

Surveys dealing with personal behav­
iors detract from the important task of 
learning. Parents who don’t want their 
children wasting time on surveys finally 
have a say in the matter. One potential 
result of I-IB70 will be to indulge stu­
dents with learning matters of academic 
substance instead of diminishing their 
educational opportunities.

5. Allow parents opportunity 
to accept rights and responsibili­
ties.

Parents can exercise their right duty 
and responsibility to teach children about 
privacy issues and when, how ;»nd to 
whom children should divulge privnte in­
formation.

6. M a k e  parents a c c o u n t­
able.

Tho governor's children's agenda is 
admirable in its intent to curb the abuse 
of children. However, most parents do 
follow the rules and don’t break these 
laws. In the state'6 quest to find the peo­
ple who violate child abuse laws, great 
can: should be taken to no' dilute person­
al and civil liberties of innocent people. 
Those fighting the war against abuse 
must look with a broader view and recog­
nize that many Alaskan families lead 
functional lives. Most parents do know 
what is best lor their children and 6trive 
to do hotter by them without government 
intervention.

7. Efficient government.
State health cficiah 

native methods for information gather- ; 
ing. Why survey each child? How about a 1 
stratified sample of the population?-Or • 
obtaining real, hand numbers fry .survey-’ 
ing health clinics and phyeicu^who 
compile patient snd service wcorils? 
Health eaucators have told that the' 
“key-determinant" method of collecting 
data ie not only more accurate but cheap­
er. It’s our money paying for. all this pry* 
ing, after all.

8. Stimulate c o m m u n i t y  in­
volvement.

HB70 encourages communities and 
groups to start talking with young citi­
zens. Sitka’s Teen Center is in the fore­
front of this by initiating a program 
bringing adults and childrbn together, 
outside of school, tn speak about issues 
important in maintaining n healthy and 
risk-free commurdtv.

9. Track public health spend­
ing*

The controversy surrounding the bill 
should send a red flag to the Legislature 
to initiate a full and complete audit of 
public health and education funds used 
in this state, The reason for the intense 
lobbying efforts' bv health officials ap­
pears to have more to do with perpetuat­
ing their own welfare than that of the 
children. Bringing about accountability 
of public funds will guide the Legislature 
and inform taxpayers, who want to know 
where all the money is going.

10. The government’s right to 
k n o w  does not supercede the 
right to privacy of Alaskan fami­
lies.

Legislators are told that mainstream 
.Alaskan parents don’t really object to the 
way schools ccb’iv.irt !’■. ■ : • 
u parent, 1 have strong feelings udoui oe- 
in« put in n taxina: position, lobbying leg­
islators to demand state health officials 
abide to the intent of the law (1979 
House Journal), as students are used as 
guinea pigs to generate money from the 
feds, behind the back of parents.

Moose support die survey bill by con­
tacting the sponsor, Rep. Fred Dyson, as 
soon as you can. Phone: (907) 465-2199; 
Fax: (907) 465-4587; e-mail: Representa- 
tive_fYed_Pyson<fllegis.Ktate.ak.ui;

Andree MrClood of Anchonw t», omone oilier 
thirijru. a ttmeemod parent and un unnbuehed
I'itiri'tv;' Hdvncuie.
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Schools snoop for scandal

By Ellen Makkai
©  2 0 0 2  W o r ldN e tD a i ly .c om

What happened to readin' and writin' and 'rithmetic? Today students are being grilled like delinquents 
about non-academics such as sex, drugs and hooch.

Invasive school surveys ask students i f  they drink, smoke, snort or steal. Are their parents political, 
abusive, divorced or dead? Do they believe in God, hell and heaven? Have they ever been bullied, 
pregnant, arrested or raped? Do they floss, bike or jog? Are they fat, skinny or suicidal? Do they have 
sex, hobbies or a gun?

Never are they asked i f  they are embarrassed by the questions. Nor are they read their Miranda rights.

School, government and psychology confederates seem pathologically compelled to guinea pig our kids. 
Questionnaires arrive from groups like the Centers for Disease Control, Weekly Reader, the U.S. 
Department ofEducation, the Kaiser Family Foundation and National Parents Commission.

G jvemment and private grants seduce districts into using these student interrogations, which are then 
used to convince benefactors that districts need help -  the bigger the problems, the bigger the prize.

" If a district proves itself to be in rough enough shape," financial faucets open, says Edward Freeland, 
associate director o f the Survey Research Center at Princeton University. "Consequently, surveys contain 
some bizarre questions."

Not only are questions bizarre, many are offensive. And parents seldom know Junior is spilling the 
beans, says family advocate Brad Dacus, president o f the non-profit Pacific Justice Institute.

Organizations hope data will translate into programs that preemptively squelch a myriad o f social evils.

But do they? Principal Frank DeAngelis said the Columbine killers projected no criminal indicators at 
school before their rampage.
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Also, data is compromised. A 12-year-old New Jersey jokester confided he morphed into an 18-year-old 
Chinese girl on his survey. Another supposedly had 12 sex partners in a week.

Anonymity isn't guaranteed because some schools pre-labeled polls or have kids sign names. Teacher 
integrity is questioned -  they snoop, say enraged Oregonians, whose kids responded to the Values 
Appraisal Scale.

I f  school boards and legislators don't halt the practice, students will continue to slog through surveys, 
exposing family ills and ids to the scrutiny o f  strangers.

"Notification and permission slips are so vague, no one suspects what's happening," says parent Carole 
Nunn, whose complaint prompted recent New Jersey state legislation. With any hint o f a survey,
"parents need to read them and opt kids out."

New Jersey's law states that students cannot be quizzed on personal issues unless parents give informed 
written consent. It is the only state to do so.

The new federal education reform bill tried for similar protection. Groups like the American 
Psychological Association -  worried parents would deny them access to their kids -  lobbied successfully 
to have it diluted.

" I f you could eliminate an entire race, would you? Which one?" a Bettendorf, Iowa, survey asked in 
1992. Youngsters get details on oral sex in one question on the CDC's 1999 Youth Risk Behavior 
Surveys given to grades seven to 12. Another lists street names where illegal drugs are sold and asks 
which substances respondents have sampled.

Dr. Freeland wonders i f  such questions nudge kids to explore behavior noted in the questions 
themselves. "There is no data about the potential harm rendered," he says. This begs the question: Does 
negative scrutiny send negative signals? Is a child's self-perception damaged when respected adults deem 
it necessary to quiz her on immoral and illegal conduct? "We need to look at these factors," says Dr. 
Freeland.

Ask me; I know. I am a refugee o f  childhood physical and psychological inquisitions. My psychiatrist 
father saw me as a handy specimen for peqpetual analysis.

I was a "polio pioneer," testing the Salk vaccine in the early '50s. Rorschach inkblots probed my psyche. 
As a humiliated 11-year-old, I was photographed in my underpants at school for posture screening. 
Intermingled throughout was a psychiatric couch.

I wondered what acute personal flaws prompted the unceasing assessments.

When I taught 30 years ago, family sovereignty was honored, except in unique crises. Students 
concentrated on academics, athletics and the arts. Today, educators must refocus on that original 
scholastic mandate.

And ditch the ignoble school survey, which is little more than a sociological strip search.

Ellen Makkai began writing columns 16 years ago in response to what she perceived as the moral and
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Talk Points HB 408 -
4s* No Requirement to inform the student so they know they may refuse to participate j ,

■k t  • r*tt\ n i t  ,t ■ i 1* > ii » • r* 1 • * »No requirement o f “ how?”  the parent/guardian will be informed in writing s>4 C o M ^ -v  / )
-Something given to student?
-By mail?
-This bill puts in place the system that failed to notify parents that they could give
animal nermissjpn- Didn’t work then  won’t work now!

A ll about fnonev--n5t kias — pressure from health department desperate for dough.
Fed. Law says you cannot disqualified for not getting parental permission
There are numerous sources for much o f the information sought. Police records, attendance
records, teacher surveys, parents...
School districts did not do alLto get permission under existing law. * 

fC - PTA not even informed (letter)
- Nothing on District or EED web sites 

Now they can ask any kid any question any time at any age!!!

Educators and administrator -  say “p u b l i c l y  I ’ ve got to support this, but p e r s o n a l l y  I am against it. 
I  d o  n o t  w a n t  m y  c h i l d  t o  e v e n  k n o w  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  e x i s t  until we the parents decide it is 
appropriate” .

Questions are educational tools. Most o f us ask questions to make points... Surveys are no 
different. Questions are used by teachers every day to teach—  questions educate even i f  they are 
not for that purpose.

(ft 1 • School and Government as substitute parent!-we have been in a 40 year trend to pressure schools
to make up for failed homes —  so called “  mission creep”— this distorts and blurs education -and 
it doesn’ t work. We want children to have all o f the Assets we can give them-—  but we must not 
set heavy-handed policy that invades family privacy.

u n VThis bill asks you to remove the mandate that parentfj^aH'control what “ non academic”  issues their

I f  you want to encourage Nanny Government Schools to expand its ro ll into the lives o f kids and 
families then vote for this -Invasion o f  Privacy and families.

I have never talked to an educator who did not know that there is clearly>defmite, positive 
correlation between academic success and a solid family. There are many assets, this is no doubt 
the most prominent asset a kid can have— This bill invades the privacy o f  these solid families and 
can harm the very thing that is producing success—  families.

Helping Kids
-kids get help one at a time not in clumps
-Aggregate data might help design remedial behaviors modification programs but does little for a 
particular child
-Any good teacher knows there is no real anonymity in a classroom — no requirement in this bill 
for anonymity. I f  there were real protection— HB 408 would at least require testing in large 
groups.

^  v / *  p m ^ r k
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Goto 1st query term(s)

- C I T E -

20 USC S e c .  1232h  0 1 / 0 2 / 0 1

- L X P C I T E -

T I T L E  2 0  -  E D U C A T I O N

C H A P T E R  3 1  -  G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S  C O N C E R N I N G  E D U C A T I O N  

S U B C H A P T E R  I I I  -  G E N E R A L  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  A N D  C O N D I T I O N S  C O N C E R N I N G  

O P E R A T I O N  A N D  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  O F  E D U C A T I O N  P R O G R A M S :  G E N E R A L  

A U T H O R I T Y  O F  S E C R E T A R Y  

P a r t  4  -  R e c o r d s ;  P r i v a c y ;  L i m i t a t i o n  o n  W i t h h o l d i n g  F e d e r a l  F u n d s  

-HEAD-
S e c .  1 2 3 2 h .  P r o t e c t i o n  o f  p u p i l  r i g h t s  

- S T A T U T E -

( a )  I n s p e c t i o n  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  b y  p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s  

A l l  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e a c h e r ' s  m a n u a l s ,  f i l m s ,

t a p e s ,  o r  o t h e r  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  u s e d  i n  

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a n y  s u r v e y ,  a n a l y s i s ,  o r  e v a l u a t i o n  a s  p a r t  o f  a n y  

a p p l i c a b l e  p r o g r a m  s h a l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  b y  t h e  p a r e n t s  

o r  g u a r d i a n s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .

( b )  L i m i t s  o n  s u r v e y ,  a n a l y s i s ,  o r  e v a l u a t i o n s

N o  s t u d e n t  s h a l l  b e  r e q u i r e d ,  a s  p a r t  o f  a n y  a p p l i c a b l e  p r o g r a m ,  

t o  s u b m i t  t o  a  s u r v e y ,  a n a l y s i s ,  o r  e v a l u a t i o n  t h a t  r e v e a l s  

i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  -

( 1 )  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s ;

( 2 . )  m e n t a l  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o b l e m s  p o t e n t i a l l y  e m b a r r a s s i n g  

t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  o r  h i s  f a m i l y ;

( 3 )  s e x  b e h a v i o r  a n d  a t t i t u d e s ;

( 4 )  i l l e g a l ,  a n t i - s o c i a l ,  s e l f - i n c r i m i n a t i n g  a n d  d e m e a n i n g  

b e h a v i o r ;

( 5 )  c r i t i c a l  a p p r a i s a l s  o f  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  w h o m  

r e s p o n d e n t s  h a v e  c l o s e  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;

K
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( 6 )  l e g a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  p r i v i l e g e d  o r  a n a l o g o u s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  

s u c h  a s  t h o s e  o f  l a w y e r s ,  p h y s i c i a n s ,  a n d  m i n i s t e r s ;  o r

( 7 )  i n c o m e  ( o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  r e q u i z . - i d  b y  l a w  t o  d e t e r m i n e  

e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  p / o g r a m  o r  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  

f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  u n d e r  s u c h  p r o g r a m ) ,

w i t h o u t  t h e  p r i o r  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  ( i f  t h e  s t u d e n t  i s  a n  

a d u l t  o r  e m a n c i p a t e d  m i n o r ) ,  o r  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a n  u n e m a n c i p a t e d  

m i n o r ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r i o r  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  p a r e n t .

( c )  N o t i c e

E d u c a t i o n a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s h a l l  g i v e  p a r e n t s  a n d  

s t u d e n t s  e f f e c t i v e  n o '  c e  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

( d )  E n f o r c e m e n t

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  t a k e  s u c h  a c t i o n  a s  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  d e t e r m i n e s  

a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  e n f o r c e  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  a c t i o n  t o  

t e r m i n a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  a n  a p p l i c a b l e  p r o g r a m  s h a l l  b e  

t a k e n  o n l y  i f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  -

( 1 )  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  f a i l u r e  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  s u c h  s e c t i o n ;  a n d

( 2 )  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s u c h  s e c t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  s e c u r e d  b y  v o l u n t a r y  

m e a n s .

( e )  O f f i c e  a n d  r e v i e w  b o a r d

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  o r  d e s i g n a t e  a n  o f f i c e  a n d  r e v i e w  

b o a r d  w i t h i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  p r o c e s s ,  

r e v i e w ,  a n d  a d j u d i c a t e  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  

t h i s  s e c t i o n .

( P u b .  L .  9 0 - 2 4 7 ,  t i t l e  I V ,  S e c .  4 4 5 ,  f o r m e r l y  S e c .  4 3 9 ,  a s  a d d e d  

P u b .  L . 9 3 - 3 8 0 ,  t i t l e  V ,  S e c .  5 1 4 ( a ) ,  A u g .  2 1 ,  1 9 7 4 ,  8 8  S t a t .  5 7 4 ;  

a m e n d e d  P u b .  L .  9 5 - 5 6 1 ,  t i t l e  X I I ,  S e c .  1 2 5 0 ,  N o v .  1 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  9 2  

S t a t .  2 3 5 5 ;  P u b .  L .  1 0 3 - 2 2 7 ,  t i t l e  X ,  S e c .  1 0 1 7 ,  M a r .  3 1 ,  1 9 9 4 ,  1 0 8  

S t a t .  2 6 8 ;  r e n u m b e r e d  S e c .  4 4 5 ,  P u b .  L .  1 0 3 - 3 8 2 ,  t i t l e  I I ,  S e c .  

2 1 2 ( b ) ( 1 ) ,  O c t .  2 0 ,  1 9 9 4 ,  1 0 8  S t a t .  3 9 1 3 . )

- S O U R C E -
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P R I O R  P R O V I S I O N S

A  p r i o r  s e c t i o n  4 4 5  o f  P u b .  L .  9 0 - 2 4 7  w a s  c l a s s i f i e d  t o  s e c t i o n  

1 2 3 3 d  o f  t h i s  t i t l e  p r i o r  t o  r e p e a l  b y  P u b .  L .  1 0 3 - 3 8 2 .

1 9 9 4  -  P u b .  L .  1 0 3 - 2 2 7  a m e n d e d  s e c t i o n  g e n e r a l l y ,  s u b s t i t u t i n g  i n  

s u b s e c .  ( a ) ,  p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

m a t e r i a l s  b y  p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s  f o r  s i m i l a r  p r o v i s i o n s ,  i n  

s u b s e c .  ( b ) ,  p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  l i m i t s  o n  s u r v e y ,  a n a l y s i s ,  o r  

e v a l u a t i o n s  f o r  p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  p s y c h i a t r i c  o r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  t e s t i n g ,  o r  t r e a t m e n t ,  a n d  a d d i n g  s u b s e c s ,  ( c )  t o

1 9 7 8  -  P u b .  L .  9 5 - 5 6 1  d e s i g n a t e d  e x i s t i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  a s  s u b s e c .

( a )  a n d  a d d e d  s u b s e c .  ( b ) .

A m e n d m e n t  b y  P u b .  L .  9 5 - 5 6 1  e f f e c t i v e  O c t .  1 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  s e e  s e c t i o n  

1 5 3 0 ( a )  o f  P u b .  L .  9 5 - 5 6 1 ,  s e t  o u t  a s  a  n o t e  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  1 2 2 1 e - 3  

o f  t h i s  t i t l e .

S e c t i o n  5 1 4 ( b )  o f  P u b .  L .  9 3 - 3 8 0  p r o v i d e d  t h a t :  ' ' T h e  a m e n d m e n t  

m a d e  b y  s u b s e c t i o n  ( a )  ( e n a c t i n g  t h i s  s e c t i o n )  s h a l l  b e  e f f e c t i v e  

u p o n  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t  ( A u g .  2 1 ,  1 9 7 4 ) . ' 1

A M E N D M E N T S

( e )  .

E F F E C T I V E  D A T E  O F  1 9 7 8  A M E N D M E N T

E F F E C T I V E  D A T E

Search IJ S C . About Database. D ow n load  U S C . C lass ifica tion  T a llie s . C od ifica tion
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- C I T E -

20 USC S e c .  12321 01/02/01
- E X P C I T E -

T I T L E  2 0  -  E D U C A T I O N

C H A P T E R  3 1  -  G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S  C O N C E R N I N G  E D U C A T I O N  

S U B C H A P T E R  I I I  -  G E N E R A L  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  . A N D  C O N D I T I O N S  C O N C E R N I N G  

O P E R A T I O N  A N D  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  O F  E D U C A T I O N  P R O G R A M S :  G E N E R A L  

A U T H O R I T Y  O F  S E C R E T A R Y  

P a r t  4  -  R e c o r d s ;  P r i v a c y ;  L i m i t a t i o n  o n  W i t h h o l d i n g  F e d e r a l  F u n d s  

- H E A D -

S e c .  1 2 3 2 i .  L i m i t a t i o n s  o n  w i t h h o l d i n g  o f  F e d e r a l  a s s i s t a n c e  

- S T A T U T E -

( a )  R e f u s a l  t o  s u p p l y  p e r s o n a l  d a t a  o n  s t u d e n t s  o r  f a m i l i e s  

E x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  s e c t i o n  1 2 3 2 g ( b ) ( 1 ) ( D )  o f  t h i s  t i t l e ,  t h e  

r e f u s a l  o f  a  S t a t e  o r  l o c a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a g e n c y  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e ,  s c h o o l ,  a g e n c y  o f f e r i n g  a  

p r e s c h o o l  p r o g r a m ,  o r  o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  

p e r s o n a l l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  d a t a  o n  s t u d e n t s  o r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  a s  a  

p a r t  o f  a n y  a p p l i c a b l e  p r o g r a m ,  t o  a n y  F e d e r a l  o f f i c e ,  a g e n c y ,  

d e p a r t m e n t ,  o r  o t h e r  t h i r d  p a r t y ,  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  i t  

c o n s t i t u t e s  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y  a n d  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  

o f  s t u d e n t s  o r  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  s h a l l  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  s u f f i c i e n t  

g r o u n d s  f o r  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  o r  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  

S u c h  a  r e f u s a l  s h a l l  a l s o  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  s u f f i c i e n t  g r o u n d s  f o r  a  

d e n i a l  o f ,  a  r e f u s a l  t o  c o n s i d e r ,  o r  a  d e l a y  i n  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

o f ,  f u n d i n g  f o r  s u c h  a  r e c i p i e n t  i n  s u c c e e d i n g  f i s c a l  y e a r s .  I n  

t h e  c a s e  o f  a n y  d i s p u t e  a r i s i n g  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  r e a s o n a b l e  

n o t i c e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  b e  a f f o r d e d  t h e  

a p p l i c a n t .

( b )  N o n c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  n o n d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  F e d e r a l  l a v ;
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T h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  a  l o c a lr--------------- ----- ---------------------------------
e d u c a t i o n a l  a g e n c y  m a y  n o t  b e  l i m i t e d ,  d e f e r r e d ,  o r  t e r m i n a t e d  b y

t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  o f  n o n c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t i t l e  V I  o f  t h e

C i v i l  R i g h t s  A c t  o f  1 9 6 4  ( 4 2  U . S . C .  2 0 0 0 d  et Beg.) o r a n v  other
n o n d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  l a w  u n l e s s  s u c h  a g e n c y  i s

a c c o r d e d  t h e  r i g h t  o f  d u e  p r o c e s s  o f  l a w ,  w h i c h  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  -

( 1 )  a t  l e a s t  3 0  d a y s  p r i o r  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  o f  d e f e r r a l  t o  t h e  

a g e n c y ,  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o g r a m  o r  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  

t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f i n d B  t o  b e  o p e r a t e d  i n  n o n c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a  

s p e c i f i c  p r o v i s i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  l a w ;

( 2 )  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  o n  t h e  r e c o r d  b e f o r e  a  d u l y  

a p p o i n t e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l a w  j u d g e  w i t h i n  a  6 0 - d a y  p e r i o d  ( u n l e s s  

s u c h  p e r i o d  i s  e x t e n d e d  b y  m u t u a l  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  

s u c h  a g e n c y )  f r o m  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  a n y  d e f e r r a l ;

( 3 )  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  s u c h  h e a r i n g  a n d  t h e  r e n d e r i n g  o f  a  

d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  m e r i t s  b y  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l a w  j u d g e  w i t h i n  a  

p e r i o d  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  9 0  d a y s  f r o m  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  s u c h  

h e a r i n g ,  u n l e s s  t h e  j u d g e  f i n d s  b y  a  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  s u c h  h e a r i n g  

c a n n o t  b e  c o n c l u d e d  o r  s u c h  d e c i s i o n  c a n n o t  b e  r e n d e r e d  w i t h i n  

s u c h  p e r i o d ,  i n  w h i c h  c a s e  s u c h  j u d g e  m a y  e x t e n d  s u c h  p e r i o d  f o r  

n o t  t o  e x c e e d  6 0  a d d i t i o n a l  d a y s ;

( 4 )  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  a n y  d e f e r r a l  o f  F e d e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  

a s s i s t a n c e  w h i c h  m a y  b e  i m p o s e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t o  a  p e r i o d  n o t  

t o  e x c e e d  1 5  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  r e n d e r i n g  o f  s u c h  d e c i s i o n  u n l e s s  

t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a n  e x p r e s s  f i n d i n g  o n  s u c h  r e c o r d  t h a t  s u c h  a g e n c y  

h a s  f a i l e d  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  a n y  s u c h  n o n d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n  o f  

F e d e r a l  l a w ;  a n d

( 5 )  p r o c e d u r e s ,  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ,  t o  

e n s u r e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s ,  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  

a n y  f i s c a l  y e a r  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  s u c h  

j u d g e .

( c )  F a i l u r e  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  q u o t a s
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I t  s h a l l  b e  u n l a w f u l  f o r  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t o  d e f e r  o r  l i m i t  a n y  

F e d e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  o n  t h e  b a r i s  o f  a n y  f a i l u r e  t o  c o m p l y  

w i t h  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  q u o t a s  ( o r  a n y  o t h e r  n u m e r i c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

w h i c h  h a v e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  i m p o s i n g  q u o t a s )  o n  t h e  s t u d e n t  a d m i s s i o n  

p r a c t i c e s  o f  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  o r  c o m m u n i t y  

c o l l e g e  r e c e i v i n g  F e d e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e .

- S O U R C E -

( P u b .  L .  9 0 - 2 4 7 ,  t i t l e  I V ,  S e c .  4 4 6 ,  f o r m e r l y  S e c .  4 4 0 ,  a s  a d d e d  

P u b .  L .  9 3 - 3 8 0 ,  t i t l e  V ,  S e c .  5 1 5 ( a ) ,  A u g .  2 1 ,  1 9 7 4 ,  8 8  S t a t .  5 7 4 ;  

a m e n d e d  P u b .  L .  9 4 - 4 8 2 ,  t i t l e  I V ,  S e c .  4 0 7 ,  4 0 8 ,  O c t .  1 2 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  9 0  

S t a t .  2 2 3 2 ,  2 2 3 3 ;  r e n u m b e r e d  S e c .  4 4 6  a n d  a m e n d e d  P u b .  L .  1 0 3 - 3 8 2 ,  

t i t l e  I I ,  S e c .  2 1 2 ( b ) ( 1 ) ,  ( 3 ) ( C ) ,  O c t .  2 0 ,  1 9 9 4 ,  1 0 8  S t a t .  3 9 1 3 . )

- R E F T E X T -

R E F E R E N C E S  I N  T E X T  

T h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  A c t  o f  1 9 6 4 ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  s u b s e c .  ( b ) ,  i s  P u b .

L .  8 8 - 3 5 2 ,  J u l y  2 ,  1 9 6 4 ,  7 8  S t a t .  2 4 1 ,  a s  a m e n d e d .  T i t l e  V I  o f  t h e  

C i v i l  R i g h t s  A c t  o f  1 9 6 4  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  g e n e r a l l y  t o  s u b c h a p t e r  V  

( S e c .  2 0 0 0 d  e t  s e q . )  o f  c h a p t e r  2 1  o f  T i t l e  4 2 ,  T h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  

a n d  W e l f a r e .  F o r  c o m p l e t e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  A c t  t o  t h e  C o d e ,  

s e e  S h o r t  T i t l e  n o t e  s e t  o u t  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  2 0 0 0 a  o f  t h i s  t i t l e  a n d  

T a b l e s .

- M I S C 2 -

P R I O R  P R O V I S I O N S  

A  p r i o r  s e c t i o n  4 4 6  o f  P u b .  L .  9 0 - 2 4 7  w a s  c l a s s i f i e d  t o  s e c t i o n  

1 2 3 3 e  o f  t h i s  t i t l e  p r i o r  t o  r e p e a l  b y  P u b .  L .  1 0 3 - 3 8 2 .

A M E N D M E N T S

1 9 9 4  -  S u b s e c .  ( a ) .  P u b .  L .  1 0 3 - 3 8 2 ,  S e c .  2 1 2 ( b ) ( 3 ) ( C ) ,  m a d e  

t e c h n i c a l  a m e n d m e n t  t o  r e f e r e n c e  t o  s e c t i o n  1 2 3 2 g ( b ) ( 1 ) ( D )  o f  t h i s  

t i t l e  t o  r e f l e c t  r e n u m b e r i n g  o f  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  s e c t i o n  o f  o r i g i n a l  

a c t .

1 9 7 6  -  P u b .  L .  9 4 - 4 8 2  d e s i g n a t e d  e x i s t i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  a s  s u b s e c .

( a )  a n d  a d d e d  s u b s e c s ,  ( b )  a n d  ( c ) .

EFFEC T IV E DATE OF 19 7 6 AMENDMENT
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A m e n d m e n t  b y  P u b .  L .  9 4 - 4 8 2  e f f e c t i v e  3 0  d a y s  a f t ^ . ’ " O c t .  1 2 ,

1 9 7 6 ,  e x c e p t  e i t h e r  a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  o r ,  i f  n o t  

s o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d ,  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  f o r  

t h o s e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  s e e  

s e c t i o n  5 3 2  o f  P u b .  L .  9 4 - 4 8 2 ,  s e t  o u t  a s  a  n o t e  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  1 0 0 1  

o f  t h i s  t i t l e .

E F F E C T I V E  D A T E

S e c t i o n  5 1 5 ( b )  o f  P u b .  L .  9 3 - 3 8 0  p r o v i d e d  t h a t :  ' ' T h e  a m e n d m e n t  

m a d e  b y  s u b s e c t i o n  ( a )  ( e n a c t i n g  t h i s  s e c t i o n )  s h a l l  b e  e f f e c t i v e  

u p o n  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t  ( A u g .  2 1 ,  1 9 7 4 ) . ' 1

Search U S C . About Database . D ow n load  U S C . C la ssification  T a b les. C od ific a tion
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Section 1: Repeals and rew rites a AS 14 .03 .1 10 (a ) thereby changing existing statute to
allow 1) anonym ous su rveys w ithout written perm ission. 2 ) I t  also rem oves a prohibition 
about questions that inquire into personal or private a ffa irs .

Section 2 : Repeals and rew rites 14 .03 .110 (b ) thereby it: D rem oves the section that allows
the school district to get annual permission (fo r anonym ous su rveys) from the parents, and, 
2 ) rem oves the requirem ent to notify parents 2 w eeks before a su rvey . Th e se  two concepts 

are replaced w ith a requirem ent that each student's parent shall be unity

Section 3 : Repeals and rew rites 14 .03 .110 (c) thereby 1) removing the requirem ent for
written perm ission and . 2 ) the requirem ent for a two w eek notice for non-anonvmous 
su rveys. Th ese  two concepts are  replaced with a requirem ent for a t least two w eeks 
written notice o f the right to g r a n t  o r  d e n y  p e rm is s io n . No direction is given on w hat 
should be done with the written notice other than the school " shall provide" it. (Th e  intent of 
this section could be technically satisfied with a posting on a "parent's bulletin board" in some 

remote corner o f the school)

Section 4 : Repeals and rew rites 14 .03 .110 (d ) T h e  only significant change is that the written 
notice that m ust be "provided" to parents is defined to include directions for perm ission for 
taking the su rvey  (w hich  would not be needed if th is bill w as to pass) or for denial of 

perm ission.

to subm it... denial o f perm ission.

Section 5 : Am ends 14 .03 .1 10 (d ) to require the parent to take the initiative to provide written 

denial o f perm ission
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SUBJECT: Public school questionnaires - HB 408

TO: Representative Con Bunde 
Attn: Karen /i.

FROM: Michael F. Ford 
Legislative Counsel

# /
You have requested a sectional summary o f the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary o f  a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation o f the bill and the bill itself is the best statement o f its 
contents. I f  you would like an interpretation o f  the bill as it may apply to a particular set 
o f circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Prohibits a public school student being given a school questionnaire or survey 
unless written permission is obtained from the student's parent or legal guardian, or the 
questionnaire or survey is anonymous or concerns a matter o f  public record or public 
observation.

Section 2. Provides that for an anonymous school questionnaire or survey written 
permission is not required, but the student's parent or legal guardian must get the 
opportunity to deny permission to take the questionnaire or survey.

Section 3. Requires that for purposes o f  a school questionnaire or survey under 
AS 14.03.110(a) or (b), the school district must provide a parent or legal guardian at least 
two weeks written notice o f the right to grant or deny permission to take the school 
questionnaire or survey, before it is administered.

Section 4. Specifies the contents o f  the written notice required to be given a parent or 
legal guardian, regarding a school district questionnaire or survey.

Section 5. Provides that a student's parent or legal guardian may refuse to allow 
participation in a specific school questionnaire or survey by submitting written denial o f 
permission for the student's participation.
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A ttitud es a n d  B ehav io rs

You r an sw e rs  on  th is  qu es tionn a ire  w ill b o  kep t s tric t ly  ccn flc tan fifil. DO NOT pus y ou r 
nam e on  th is  fo rrn . It h e s  n o  c od a  num bors , go n o  o n e  w ill bo  e b b  to find  ou t how  you  o r 
an yon e  c lad  onow orod . Y ou r e oh o o l w ill rec a lve  a rap o rs  Hint c om b ln aa  m any attic" (to’ 
enevvere togethe r. T he re fo re , n o  orso w ill be  eb la  to  c onn ec t y ou r an sw e rs  with y ou r muite.

T h is  Is  not a  tea t y ou  tek© fo r  cc tioo i g radca . You a ro  Juat b o ln o  eakoG to  to ll ahoi j 
y o u ra e lf , y o u r e xp e rien ces , end  y ou r to o lin g s . P le a s e  b e  m  h on e s t cd y ou  ciiut.

P l e a s e  note-.1
issssswa

. . . . . . .     1 !  pU asc  d o a t  sh a re  th la

• • .' t W ' -  • • • . . . \ : {i . . # < h ■? &1 1  you*youm & »

© 199®, s«rch fncUtvt*,Throshw SqvWttWwt, 700 South Ybkd Street, Suit* 210, fctfniwepdto, UN 65413
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1. How old era you?
O  1 f o r younger
0.12, . : vV i
O  13

, :?
2. V/ftat (« your grotfe In sch oo l?

O a l i  
O e m  
O  7th 
O w h

O  17 
O  18
0 10 oroidor

■ >/!• V • . 'd r. — ,\ ■■ ■ ■ ■

e . B e ing  r e i l f c ! : - - :  
s p ir i tu a l. (  

.1 0 , H e lp ing  to  ew ’v>

a ra tc e a tsd  ft t lr iy . . ,  ( 
11 . C a s in g  to  know  

p w rp tow h o e re  
o f  a  d iffe ren t ra c e  . 

'■t0„ttiM.Ism . . . . . . . . A

®= 3 . W het Its you r boh?
“ a  O  Male O  Femaleam
an

/j. How tlo you describe  yourself? if m ore than one, 
merit oaoh th a t applies to  you,
O  American Indian
O  Aslan or Pacific Islander (fo r example, Cambodian,

Hmong, Japanese , Korean, Laotian, Vietnamese)
O  Black or African Amorlcan
O  Hispanic, Latino or Lntlna (fo r oxumplo, Cuban American, 

Maxlcan American, Puerto Rican, o r otiior Latin American) 
O  Whito

!• &d]^0>.ofi.tho' qttpdtton* in -th is  survey t t k  fihbusyou^ 
ei»rvcyf . “pantrntft' (and. •fathesn,.osi: 

tsu, th e  .gdulto vjfto ore> now- rtjovi; !
k B t* could * x » . t e ^ ‘p * $ t ^ P
*  .» you Hvfr.ifjijLV)

Died
mis
Er3 5 . Which orra o f  tho fo llow ing  b a s f tfcocrlbao  y ou r 

fam ily ?
0  I Hvo with two parents.
0 1  Hvo In a one-parent family with my mother,
O  I Hvo in a  ooc-pnront family with my father.
O  Sometimes I livo with my mothor and sometimes with

my father.

era 
v a  
HQ 
KOt

KM
CD)
flEB

How Im portant Is each  o f the fo llow ing  to  you  In y ou r life ?  
* *  M ark on© onaw or fo r  each .
E23 
83)

n=3 6 . H elp ing o th e r
P i s p f c ........... . . . O ..................O .............Q j ........... O  ,Q

o® 7 , Helping to  raduoo  ‘ ’  • ;!
hw igar and poverty ;•

« jj In Uve v r o f t d ................ O ...........O ............ O ...........O  ■
«®a e. H op ing  to  m e lts 

tho w o rld  a h o lie r 
pise® in which to  

“ »  l i v e .................................. Q ...........O ............ Q .......... O .
rsn

Km Sojr,c«tist Ko4 Oiift# fc'KtoroV
U.ij«nwrt l* o o rtt«  Sit » Important fcipsrttet

1a . Sp eak in g  up  fo r'
©duality (e ve ryone  
ith ouk i have  tho
earno ilglrte giuJ.
cppm rtun ttlco ) Q ...........O ............O ......... O ............. O

13 . G iv ing Umo o r  
m onay to  m ake ’ ) 
life  b e tte r fo r  ■"/
o th e r p o o p lo  Q ...........O ............O ......... O .............O

14 . D o ing  what I . : 
be lieve  la  righ t • ,  
even  If m y fr la n d a  <
m jtk© fun o f m o . . . Q ...........O ............O ......... O ............. O

15 . S tand ing  up fo r  
what l bolipvi?, 
even  when It's •
unpopu la r to  do  o o . Q  O ............O ......... O . . . . .  O

18 , Telling the truth , 
oven  when It’u not
eaoy     ...............  O ...........O .............O ......... O .............O

17 . A ccepting
ru cp on s lb lllty  f or  
my  acttonw when ?
I make a mistake
o r  g o t In troub io  . . . 0  O ............O ......... O  O

10. Doing my bast even r : '
when I havo to  d o  ,
o Job I d o n ’t llk o  . . . Q  O ............O ......... O  O

i s .  On &n ave rage  e-choo) cJny, ©bout how  much time do  you 
spend  do ing  hom ew ork  ou te ld o  o f  e ch o o l?
O  Non© O  1 hour
O  Hall hour o r io9s  O  *  h o -  -
O  Botwoon half an hour and O  3  hours o r mom

an hour

20 . What g rad e s  d o  you earn in bcInjoJ?
O  Mostly As O  Mostly Co
O  About half As and half Ba O  About hall Ca and half Ds
O  Mostly Bn O  Moctly Do
O  About half Bn and half Ca Q  Montly below Ds

« H  S3®
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Pa* Baoh of the following, m ark ono re s p o n d , 
How often d o es  o n e  of your pcrente . . * 7

9oin&'
Ofttfl t t o w  J W i w n  H a w

V?V
M g fa  ° * * n «“

21. Hof£5 you with your schoo l
Vk*&r& •«••• • *.Ĉ• • O • • Q • ■ O *• Oi■

22 , jhik to  you eb o u t w hat y&y i j \sre diiino in ecbool.23. Ask you about homework.......
24. G o to meetings or otnsnta ot 

yew sobooJ,
j . .  O  •».Q >. O  • • O.v . t?'S

How m uch do you ag ree  o r  dteagr&e with th o  following?
Marti ana enav/®c for each.

Strong!/ Nat Ote- Blronsfy 
Agrso Atj-’ ca Sura t& w  D tng itt

28, At school I try an hard go 1
can to  do my boat w o rk ............C j  ■ • O  • • £ $  * • O . . O

23. My teachers really caro abou t i $  ^  £■&
mo........................................ q . . o - $ - o » $27. It bo Jtora mo when I don't v.i, /•do eontcthlng well..................Q - O  — Q - O - O

2 6 .1 got o lot of onoovrugom oht
et t r .y school..........................Q ... O  •, Q . • O  .. O

afl.YtWlMWl e i schoo l pueh  me
to bo the be'st I can  b e  . . . . . . . .  O . .  O . .  ,Q j. .  O  . .  Q

30. (fly fiarenta pueh  mo to  bo i  ty j :
tho b as t I can b o ........................ Ql — O  — .©  — O  • • . 0

31. During tiro last four wesks. how many dnye of ecfrool 
hwa you mlaosti because you skipped or "ditched?" 
O  Nono 0  4-5 days
O 1 day O  6 -10 days
O 2 days O  11 or more days
O 3 days

For osoh of tho following, m ark otto answer.
How ofion (5o y o u . . .  7

Urnliy ScmciTwo N?w
32,F©3Jbsrod at school.......................£1........O - . - C j
33. Como to  claso&s w ithout bringing w$ feif

paper o r som eth ing  to  write with . . .  ® .......O ...........Q
34, Como to doft403 without your its)

hornewarfc flnJ&faod........................ -Cj|.......O ........
35. Come to o tesaca  w ithout your : H

toefco............................................Q ........O ........ Q

. “mother"), re fer to  iho 6*i.U,e v w h ^ e ^ . R ^ f e i j i b i r t '}

• > • * . V*\ • I-V.

■' ir • . •
.••> ' ■ . -• . ‘ .. .V*. H >r • •si7 V. . •

•• . ’W*'* + • V**|l -/V .4* .

How much do you ogre© or disagree with tho followlno? 
Cheese one anewcr for ocicli.

ttrwgty K i i ssw&ly
so. On tho whole, 1 III: 5 rnyoalf., . • • Q "  O . . O . . J Q
37. It In n sa tn st my voluoa to .*2 •* 3Hp

drink olcc.'.oi white 1 &m a •: i  M
tso .ic^ tr ,

33-1 Ilka to  do  exciting thlngo J :  & • r
oven If they aro dsngsrouo . . . . Q . .  O . . ' ^ . .  O . • c

33. At tim es, I think I am no ■t 1good a t all. .............. .. . . Q . .  O — 0  — p
40.1 got along wall with my • v wj % ftQ

pcre-nta........................................ - 0 - 0
41. All In nil, 1 cm glcd 1 nrn nr?. . .» .O ., .  O  • . 'fc — o . . d
42.1 fo d  1 d o  not Itavo m uch to • .■ i

bo proud of................................ r \  -r* i r* W

43. If 1 break one of my paren ts '
. . o  .Mrules, 1 ueunfiy ge t pum'chcd.

44. My peren ts  glvo mo holp •, .ij n j* ji- _ R3 Hend cuppori v;hon 1 nood I t . . . . a . . o - | - 0 - 0
45. It Is ag a in st my voiuoo to ■xi m N

have sox wtilte I am a ^  i
tocn&Qsr. , ,  O  «, w . .  O  -  O .

43. In my scihool thw o arc clear
X  1

»• i
ru les abou t w hat studen ts ? ’
can  and  cannot d o , ................. . . o . . d

47.1 cere  about tho ed to o l 1 no y.’ft |§? *:-4
to ................ ................................. € ? . .  O  . . f y . . 0 - 0

48, My pcronto often tell mo they 
lovo m o.......................................

l

. . o . . ! d
49. In my family, 1 feci us ful »VjV

t ^ i i t 'i
and  Im p o rtan t.......................... . Q  . .  O  * • fjp; . . o . . q

50. Stutfsnfe In my school oera .s> SS S *4
abou t m s. ................................. . . o . . vo

S t. In my family, there are  clear • 1  i
rutea about whut 1 can  and 
cannot do. . . .  O  • • ^

qo•a

Gi, In my neighborhood, tl>«ro $
a rc  a  lot of pooplo who cere fr?4 £& •• ' '
abou t mo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . o . . q

i ;53. At my school, everyone S3
knows thct you'll gat In f »
troubls te r using alco’icl :• * * 4
or Oliver d ru g s ............................ , . o . . q

64. If one  of my neighbors eav/
m e do som ething wrong, ho ■k 3 3 r
or aba would tell ono of my . *f
p a r e n t s . ........................ .. > O «• O  ♦. Os . . o . . o

- 3 * □ m  s i s s a i i ® 3H
8I

B
1I

II
B

B
3B

89
. 

SI
SS

gS
SB

lS
SH

SS
SS

B
I 

S 3 
H 

B I 
8 § 

I B 
3 B

' 1 
8 2 

0 3 
1 H 

9 S 
9 8 

1 I
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*® During tfia; 12 m on ths, how many tlm as have y o u . . .  7

Sw•“  3-4 itore
# Nww Os*o Wt-8 Timas Times

&5. B een o  leader In a  g roup or

organisation  .......
a > 58. S to ls n ocm alhlng from o
c i c ta ro  ..........................................
ca 57. Cotton Into trouble with tiro
«* p o ilc o ......................................................... O
^  6B. Kit or bseS up  &0W9&JU).............© . .  O . .  !<£
,n> 50. Dam aged property Just for fun 
r*  (enah s s  breaking windows,

scratch ing  a cer, putting pr.lnt 
1 1 on walla, e to .) .................................Q . .  O  • • &2i • • O  • •K3

.. O .. Ca.. O'.. C>
H  ^  ^0 | .. O  •. .»O  •. tC

..O-.Ql
J.

'='5

iraa
.-•3
CSS
r.-TB

During en avejggo week, how many hours  do  you spend

Number of Hours 11 or
<e« SO, Pteylny on or holplnp 1 3 -5 6 -10 More
r a with eports teams at
.c'a Fuhool or In the
am corurmmlty . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Q  • • O  •■ O . . 0 . . Q

ns
Cl. In clubs or organizations 

(othsr than sports) «J
CM school (for oitamplo,. V . :•
»CT ochool nowspepor, • •ttA .•
r>*9 etudont govemmont, ...^ i

school ploya, language : 7z -i1 It*
153& clubo, hobby clubs,

. o . . qCE9 draina club, dsbats, etc.). O  • ■ O  • • O .■ Q .
A

C?„ In clubo or organlz&tlcns
' 4  ■ •$

yi •*
(othsr than eporto) outsido

tsa of school (cuch ao 4*M, ri*s
ten Scouts, Boye end Girls .r v>

Cluba, YWCft, YMCA) . . . . O . . O . . O . . a . 0o

rjra 63. Ficr.cilng Juct for fun (not ; z
EX3 part of your school work), O  . • O  • • 0  • • O i -

0o

^ 3 64 . Going to programs, 1’4 4 1G23 groups, or cwvfcoo at M
G*3 a church, synagogue, <>:s
TO mooĉ u®. or other •» ?
KS3 rollf'ltK!® or spiritual :-,i *:}
KC3 plr>j8 O  . • O* *» O  . . 0 , . O .. O
1233 65 . Helping other peoplo j./jv

1

uR2Q wltiOUt g&Klng paid witcn (cuoli as holplng out e3 f.-:;
wrt q hoc;jital, d&ycera

ccritar, food a half, youth !i»: ?isj *v*630 program, community r ;
oca Mirvtco egoncy, or •;.> - -y-:« I...5
w>v doing otlvw things) to U \\ !i

>f:;i
c?a mslta your city a hatter - nr;.
tzzs ploco for pcop!® to llvo .. O  • • O  •. O  • • Q "ClD 63. Helping frtendti or i<<
EEfl nalghbofa.......................O ,. O * . O  » .Q . . O . . Q i
raa 67. Practicing or taking •.*, ; .'l-vl

•.t!•*
/ ; v ‘

leocOTia In music, art. w, •

P
drama, or dunce, after ' *1
(tohooiofonwo«k»nds..O .. 0 . .*  0 . -

T h in k a b o u t th o peep to w ho kno v ; y o u vaosi. te n# d a you 
th in k  th a y w ou ld re f a you on e ssh o ' ttw s o ?

*•■*.••• •«.- • . . « • • • • • t* j/ * , »
Peop le w h o know  mu w ou ld e sy th a t th is  t o . . . ■ )• • •i';VwyNot A Scovs*

atfiS Utfc vtfcs} Oufeo Uuefi
UWW9 UfeJlW IfltoMo Lika fio Ufa to

68. Knowing how to  
aoy "no" when 
eom eona w ants 
m® to  do  th ings I. 
know ors w rong ordangerous . . . . . . . . . . . . .  O • . • . . .

rt othrw v” ■'89 . C oring  abou t o th o r 
people'stoolings ..£» 

70. Thinking through • 4  
tho paeslb la  g o o d  ... $ 
and  lied  re su lts  o f  ' ̂  
d lffo ren t ch o ice s  ; before I mefce

■ o . . . . .

. . .  O . . . . .  Q
'• ;5

. . .  o . . . » »^
k*.

I.':

d'SOlclono . . . . . . . . . C- •̂ « O  *. *. • • • • .0 . . . . .0
71. Saving my monoy ; i >'l : V

forsomatfilng ipA
spoolol rcthor •
than cpondlng It |

• Q —all right away.........C j. .0 . . . . .0
72. fteopectlitg tha ■

voluoo end boiiots • i ♦ *» \
of psoplo who ora ■ • -m
of a  different race .j <s »
or culiuro than 1
am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Q . . . . . 0 . . . . • ,Q • O

73. Giving up when
thinge get hard for ..v;: ** L V
ms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . O .».. * * »•»» . 0 . *.. ■474. Scoylng away from • ' J ;*rj >
people v/tio might '> - :* • *
got mo In troublo , , Q , vQ

75. Feolltig really *ad ■'• . '-Tti
when ono of my , ..y •.'•r
frlondB Is unhappy. Q . . ^ . . . . • d

70. Bolng good at •' *•
making and .j j

’r t .
•v«

keeping frlondo. . . . Q . . . . 0  • V“S-

77. Knowing a lot t
about poople of - j tt*|
other racoa............Q . c i

78. Enjoying treing • IV*

with people wlro i m s4
sro of a  cflffari nt 1 m t j
race than 1 cm .......O '. .0 . . . . . a

79. Doing good at <vi
planning ahosd. . . . O . • .. 0  •••• . q . . . . «0 . . . . • d

60. Tuklnfl good cero of % ’ v» *,
my body (eueh oe, • ;• * V -Aa: •
ontlng foods thfit '3 +.>•'
are good for \' 4 t •••_•'
«»orolBlng rogulsrly^ ,f . »#
end  ootlng thraD \
good aksIs a opy). O . . . . .  O . . . . .  |Q . . . . .  O . . . . .

BS1
fKJm  m m m m  @
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Inthla. wstitoiv.ufBr' you about alcohol nnd-ptfr$ednig*#j 
Rcn>«naef,YCSi aroi*B î|#5wM«r$ 

pjrt ygug ppnm  oA lfiltttorm , »o no  onof wJU ©was t o  g£kei'$su
: :v- ; '  \ i -v.v:r»

Hot/ mcny times, If any, have you hod alcohol to drink . . .  7
Ni i mf t r a  o f  T l n w a

1 S-3 C-S 10-10 20-M 46*
61. In your 

lifetime 
.During
teg j|12

. . . . . .  O  ••  d  ». O  . .  Q  ■, O  • • :(Ql •» O  *• Q i
83. During tho

last 30 dava.. O  • • £2 •. O  -. Q ,. . O  .. <§$,. O  .. . 0

u it  hi yvu i
li fa t lm o  0 . . q - - 0 . . q . . O . , q . . O . . . Q

02. During tlsa i$ j <■& * a$
la e tm  *sS

94. Think (Kick over tho taat two waoke. Kow many Wmoa 
hfiva you had five or mora drinks In a row? (A "drink'’ 
Is o gleoa of wins, a bottle or can of boor, a ehot glass 
of liquor, or n mlxad drink.)
O  Nono O  3 to 5 times
O  Onco O  6 1o 9 times
O  Twico O  10 or more times

83. If you com® homo from a parly and your perento found 
out tf lot you hod b; j n drinking, how upsst do you think
trioy would be?
O  Not at all upset O  Very upset
O  A little upset O  Extremely upeot
O  Somewhat upset

How many tlmoe, If any, have you smoked cigarettes . . .  7

Number o f Times 
0 1 2 34  6-0 10-15 2<K» 40+

86 . In you r
life time O . .  O . . O . . O . . O . . Q I . . O . . Q

87. During the '. '■}£ :
last 12 .»-? f l |  f r j
m on th s . . . . . .  O  . .  Q . .  O  . .  Q . .  O . - $ $ . .  O  • • Q

63- During the i ft $w u .*
last 30days. . O .. f f j .. Q .. Q . .  O  O . . jQ

80. During tho last two wooke. about how many claerelteo 
hGve you smoked?
O  None O  About 1 pack per dey
O  Loco than 1 cigarette ;>or day O  About 1-1/2 packs per day 
O  1 to 5 cigarettes per day O  2 or moro packs per day 
O  About 1/2 pack per day

NUNN PAGE 06

How many tlmoe, If any, hav® you used ma^datm (gears, 
pot) or hnohlsh (hash, hnsh o il) . . . ? B,a iW7J i f

v •• ", N u ro b w o fT W  ^  f. i, • • ‘ »_   * _ i2 >5 C5 10-19 te-M tot bd {
■ ■ ■ >! 'iv.B0. In yw r «ss

(Iftrtlrro O . . O.-O •• O •• O .. Q-. O .. Q
91. During th e  • '<■> I *»:i ‘‘ j  «ss=>

tact 12

How mony tlme3, if any, hevo you uood cocalno (crack, coko, **« 
enow, roc?;). . . 7 «s j i

CT3 :i
Number of Tlmsa >|

0 1 2  5-5 6* 10-19 29-33 40+ m  j)
02 . In y ou r ecu ’•(

ii ra t im o ............O . .  O . .  O . .  O . .  O . - Q . .  O . *  0  “ =* :]
03. During tho •>( on :i

last 12 'j$| - bsi .:j
m o n th s ............0 . . 0 - - 0 - . 0  ( " V . ?  ^  *  — • A

During the loan 2 months, how many times have you . . . ?
ET3BSB
tael5 CT _ _  

3 - S Hon 
haver Onca IV rfa  TSs .3 Times 633

94. Bsxsn to a party whsr® o t lw  ca
klda your ego ware drinking... O  .. O  .. O ,.. O  .. Q

95. DHvon e car after you hoid •; .  ̂ era
boondlinking .O  .» O  . . ̂ .» O «■ eei

95. Rld '^n In o car whose driver tv'; naa
had b®:n drlnUing....................Q . . O  .. Q .. O .. O  ®aKiJ 

Et£3 
G 3 
tt&a

i f

How many times, If any, havo you enhfed glua, brcothed tho 
contents of aeroool spray con® or Inlialori other furrres In 
ordsr to got h igh . . .  7

N um btr o fT Im sa
D 3CiSQ
IV93
EoU

97, Ourlng tlW

montho O  . .  Q . .  O  . .  q . .  O  •• 0 - -  O  . .  O , 868
93. During thei k','̂  caa

laGt_3Q daye.. Q .. q .. Q .. Q .. Q .. q . . O . . O

c a
99. In on avorega week, how many times do all of the people ied 

In year family who Hvo with you cat dinner t i d i e r ?  cct
O  None O  4 lienee a week
O  Onco a wook O  G tlmeo a weak
O  TWco a week O  6 Umc® a week
O  Three tlme8 a wook

I

O  7 limoc a  wcs-k

IR3
K 55 |
C!S » 
irna ; 
Ktf) .•
BT?I •*

H I

-6*



o 100. K iw  often did ycu  feel sad  o r d o p re ts^ d  durt;>2 tit® !®M
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m onth? .
O O  All of th* time O  Onoo in a white
a O  Most of tha limo O  Not at all

w j  O  Soma of the time

9
■ m
■

1OT. H©v* you ovar tried  to  kill yourwSf? 
O no
O  Vba, onoo 
O  Vos, twice
O  Yob. more than two JJmos

102. Metroycu eve? h ed  soxuet Intcroourco (“gono oil tits  way," 
■mod® lova“>?
O  NO -  SKIP TO QUESTION 104 
O  Once 
O  TV/ica 
O  3 times 
O  4 or more tlmoe

103. W han you have sea , how often do  you and/or your 
partner u so  s  b irth  control m ethod ®uch eo birth control 
pl!!a, a condom  (rubhoi), foam, diaphragm , or IUD?
O  Never O  Often
O  Soidom O  Always
O  Sometimes

Now m any tii,.ac, if any, In the  laat 12 m on ths hove you 
uesd . . . 7

Number of Times 
0 1 2 W 0-5 10-10 20-5? «(■

104. Chawing 
tobacco  or
s n u f f  0 . . : Q . . 0 . . Q . . 0 . . i£ 3 . . 0

103. Heroin ‘V/j *j
(em r.sk , horw», '■ ; **•*
otasg) o r o ther r #  'M
narco tics like ^
opium  or $ 7
m o r p h in e . . . .  O  . .  d * .  O . .  Q L  O  O  ..

103. A fow an O  © j . .  O  . .  0 . .  O  O  .-
107. PCi> or Angsl o

Duot . . . . . . . .  ( 3  . .  ^ . .  O  • • iddjj ■ • O  - - . .  O  «■
106.b 8D ("s o le !" ) 0 . . $ 8 | . .  O
ICO. Amphetamines j a  w j

(lorcwmpfa, 

upper® , upp, 
speed , bonnlss, - n
doste®) without '̂ 5 tty
a proscription $ jj
fro m b d o c to r .O  O  ..iy **  O  O .

-:r
Wow m uoh d o  you egroa or d isag ree  with the following?
Merit o n s  answ er for a»ch.

Mat Dfe? Strong Agrrc-Agfa? Cu?t> eyaoKtTsreo'
110. Som etim e* I fool Ilk© my life

■■ hoe n o  pu r p o s e . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . .  O  ■• O  • * ^ . .  O  . .  Q |
111. A dults In my town or city £>’• <<$

mat*© m e tee! Im p o rtan t. Q . . .  O . .  . Q . .  O  *. 0
112. Actiilstt In my town o r city '

listen  to  wtiot I have to  esy. . . . 0 , ,  O  ■. 0 . .  O  •• Q
113. I'm glvon lo ts of ch arg ed  to  K ; 'J j  

help  m oke my tow n c : city  a  •*£ T-b
b o lte rp lr .ae In w h ich to llv o . . . Q , .  O . .  G $ .. 0 . - £ »

114. A dults In my town or city d o n 't '■!?, S.- $ ’•;
C feifdiilrouipaopbm yego.......... 0 . .  O . . 0 * . O . . £ *

115. In my tow n or city, I fe d  Ilk® |  ‘H/ • ;,t »£;(
m atter to  people........................... 0 , .  O . .  0 j > .  O . . 0

116. W hen th ings don 't go woll for 1
mo, I nm good at finding a
way to msko thtnge b a i t e r . . . . .  . O . .  O  . .  Q  •.  O . .  .

117. W hen I am on pdult, I’m su ra  I ■;.*> 3$!
will havo a  good Ilf®.....................iQ . ,  O  . .  . 0 . .  O  • ■ O

RffisnimJcn. ,.ln*tni6 ourvey, • “parental' (e«v t% ^e^^Ji(« r -' 
"m other") refer to. tlio edu lta  w ho. a r a /n b ^ 'r i tp e t -  

.rosptrnB lbb.fQ rratelnoyou. . ’••••

During tha Inst 12 m onths, how many times havo y o u , . .  7

3-1
Novw Ooso TVrf» TIi'iiM

110. T aten  p art In a  fight vvhora a 
group of your fiteudo fought 
enothor group ..............................0  . .  O  . .  Q ! . .  O  ■

119. Hurt som eone badly enough
to  need  band&gec or a doctor . 0 . .  O  •. ® .. .  O  •

120. Used a  knits, gun w  o ther V ’V '
weapon to  got aorneililng v
from a  p e r s o n  Q . . .  O  . .  Q -  - O  .

5 or
t if , 3 
Tbv 4

•Pjt t

• o

121. If you h ad  an  Important concorn abou t tfruga, alcohol, 
59« , o r oom-o otlior s-crlous lecuo, would you Uiti to  your 
parem(s) cbout it?
O  Yes O  Probably not
O  Probably O  No
O  I'm not suro

122. How m uch of tho tlm a do  your paronta mat! you where 
you are  going o r with whom you will be?
O  Nover O  Moet of tho tlrne
O  Seldom O  All of tho time
O  Soma of the time

#
S m W d W W ®



04/09/2002 00:44 2012519789

Am ong the p oop lo  y ou  c on o id e r \ a  be y ou r c loo oo t friartdo, 
how  many w ou ld  y ou  eay . . ,  ?

A
Non# Few Come Meet AH

123. D rink a lc o h o l o n e s  a  w eak o r
more ..........................................O  . • O  . • ,C£i. ■ O . * Of124. Havo usod drug* such a» 'J 
marijuana or cocaine . . . . . . . . .  Q .. O  C l * - O  . . C b

126. Do wall In echool. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Q .« O  . • ■ • O  •. O120. Get Into trouble ct school £ji., O .. • * O • •

How often do you fsal alruld o t . . . ,Orica
Ino Soms- 

Itevtf tf/liilo H iM i Oilc.ii Akvcyo
127. Walking around yourneighborhood?  ........O . . O . . Q . . O * - Q |
128. Getting hurt by comoons at

your school?............................. O - -  O  .. Qj«. O  .. Q
129. Getting hu rt by SOtttOOntt In

your horno?............................... O  .. O  .. Q j. . O  .. Q

130. On tho avcrago, how ninny evenings par week do you go 
out to ectivltloe cl a achool, youth group, congregEtlon, 
or other organization?

0 6  
0 7

131. On tho overago, how many evenings porwook do you go 
out Juat to bo with your frlonde without anything special 
to do?
0 0  0 3  0 6
0 1 0 4  0 7
0 2  0 5

132. Imagine that someone at your school hit you or puslrakJ 
you for no reason. What would you do? Mark one onewsr. 
O  I'd hit or push them right back.
O I'd try to hurt them worse thnn they hurt mo.
O  I'd try to talk to this person and work out our dlfterencoo. O I’d talk to a teachoror other adult.
O  I'd just ignore it and do nothing.

O o 0 3
O i 0 4
0 2 0 5

How mu©:-, do you ag ree  o r d lasgroa with th e  follm.tfnci?
Merit one answ er for each. * n

Strongly N&t Dto- Strtfl#ly CS"
Agrco Agtto Surt Bp'S! Ottsycs

133. S tu d en ts  help dacldo wh?.t car
floao on in my schoo l . , . , 0 * . 0 . . Q . . 0 . . Q .

134.1 d o n ’t c a rs  how I do  in . i • . B=
s o h o o l .  ..................................0 . . 0 . . 0 . - 0 . . 0

135. # hov® lot* of good  • . " ,0
convorcsttar.B with my »=»
parents......................... . . . . . O . . O . . Q . . O . . Q  03a

135. If I bresak a  ru*n a t school, I'm ' > ; era
euro to  got In trouble...................Q  . .  O  . .  . Q . .  O  • • ,Q  “ ®

137. My perontQ cportd a  to t of tlmo . -j . w>
helping o thar poopio...................O . .  O . • O . . .  O  . .  O  ^

135. i havo itf.ao control over tho ‘ « •
th ings th a t will happen In my <^a
llfo,  ....... .............................. C ) _ rtv rtN /^\

Jjl
p m
BD&

During tho los t  12 m onths, now many tJmaa havo y o u . . .  ?  cea
*235

,  # 5or ^3*4 Horo 
Nivw O n t a  TWlc© Tfmw nmca ^

139. Cnrrlod n knlfo or gun to  um
pro tect y o u r  otf. .........................O  . .  O  . .  O  . .  O  . .  O  * “

140. Throotenad to  physically hurt ; en»
Bomoono........................................ O  . .  O  . .  O . . .  O  . .  0  ,=B

141. Gairvblsd (for oKernpl®, bought er<>
lottery tickets or tabs, hot . •
m oney on  sp o rtr  team s o r «=>
card  gamoo, e tc .) .........................O . . O . . Q .  . . O . . O K1

ec5
SCa

The following questlonc a sk  about  tha  eduils you know. ^
W hen nneworlng those q u re fcn r,. ! \ ............
or relatives. uui

How many adults havo you known for two or m ore yor.re eei
w h o . . .  7 sei

Jor Sor ws*
0 1 2  4 more

142. Give you loto of Dflcoura;::nns)n8
w hcnevcrthey  s o s y o u  . . O . .  O  O  . .  O  ^

143. You look forward to spend ing  \v* wo
tlmowith   , . . 0 . . 0 . . C ? . . 0 . . 0  M

144. Spend a lot ot tlmo helping 
o ther p o o p la .................................O  . .  O  . .  O  • . O  O  f *

145. Do th ings that are wrong oi’ ■ “
d o n g a ro u e ................ .............. . . O  . .  O  •• O - - O  Q  •“*

143. Talk with you ot least onca a  ‘
m o n tti .............................................O . . O . . Q . . O  Q  ■ "

mm
v jn

NUNN PAGE 08
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«a On.an average g j j o o l  day. how  many hou rs do  you s p e n d , . .  ?
m 
a L * s i  4  Of

Tfwn 1 2 S Mora
Nona 1 Hour Hour Hours Hours Hows

147. Weeing TV or videos... C?*« O  •• .(aj*. O  O
146. At hom o with n o  odu it *•»'; 'A

k » thona with y o u ..................... )Qj. .  O  .. , Q . .  O  O

o n
rm
EDPX1
03
*us
t n
BHturjEB3
tTiU
lK3
W35J

ICT31
rvy?

rrca
■SS9
BZ>.*4

£33 
u s  
«£« 
MB) 
C3?3 
KTl3 
C51 
EH

KK9
k :*
KID
0 6 )
OS
c&a
« a
C£2
CVU
D<1
■fl
CSS

CT.0
Sf:1
8S)
CMfl

149. Hav© you  e v e r been  phys ic a lly  ha rm ed (tlwit la , whero 
co rneou s cauood  you  to  hr. via *  soa r, b la ck  and  Who 
rr.C'ilT, w aits , b tosd lng , o r a  b roken  b on e ) by som eon e  In 
your fe s r ’ iy o r  e om eon o  liv ing with y ou ?
0  Never 0 4 - 1 0  times
O  Onco O  Mora than 10 times
0  2 * 3  times

150. Ho’.v m any tlm oo In tho Inet 2  v*n ra  have y ou  b«on tha 
victim  o f p h ys ica l v lo le n c o  w hero so  m oon * caused  you 
physica l pa in o r  In ju ry ?
O  Mover O  3 times
O  Once O  4 o r mote times
O TWfce

161. W hero cl on a y o u r fam ily  now  Hvo?
O  On a  farm
O  In the country, not on & form 
O  On an American Indlon reGorvatlon 
O In a email town (under 2 ,500  In population) 
O  In a  town o f 2 ,5 0 0  to 0 .999  
O  In a sm all city (1 0 ,0 0 0  to 49 ,99 9 )
O ' In a  medium size city (5 0 ,0 0 0  to 25 0 ,0 00 ) 
O  In a  largo city (over 2 5 0 ,0 00 )

152. How m sny y ea rs  have you  lived  In tho city where you  
now  liv e ?
O  AH imy life
O  10 years o r more, but I've lived in at least one other place 
O  5  - O years 
0 3  4  years 
O  1 - 2  years 
O  Less than 1 year

153. How o ften  d o  you  b inge eat (eo t a  lo t o f fo o d  In e  sh o rt 
pe riod  o f  Um«) and than mnko y ou rse lf throw  up o r  u se  
la xa tiv es to  get rid o f  the fo o d  you  have caton?
O  Never
O  Once in a  while 
O  Sometimes 
O O fto n

154. Havo yGU eve r gw ra  seve ra l mot *ha whero you  ou t 
down o n  how  much you  oto end lo s t  s o  m voh weight 
o r  becam e s o  thin that o th e r p eop le  became w orried 
abou t y o u ?
O  Yes 
Onq

165. W hat lo  tha  h ighest loved o f  sch oo lin g  y ou r fa the r (o r  
e top -fa tho r o r  mnlo fo o te r paront/gunrd lflrj) c om p le ted ? 
O  Completed grade school o r loco 
O  Som o high school 
O  Completed high school 
O  Som o college 
O  Completed college
O  Graduate or professional school after college 
O Don't know, o r dose not apply

156. W hat lo  tho  h ighest le ve l o f  ttchoc llng you r m other (o r  
s lop -m othe r o r fsm ote fo o te r poront/gu rrd lar,/ c om p e te d ?  
O  Completed gmde school or loss 
O  Som o high school 
O  Completed high school 
O Som a college 
O  Completed college
O  Gradual® o r professional school after college 
O  Don't know, o r does not apply

-8- M l  RocvonMon Con*.1ES»-U141}1211
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Page 14 -  Dr. Frederick J. Stokley
KX.GOT.W v m  c ' Ŝ f . ‘ 6 ‘W b \  S t a W - j r f

U tA G p v J& eA * VbV»Wv SchwAi.
We believe that the District required complainant H-163 to take the survey when it forced him to 
make-up the survey when he returned to school.
Did the survey ask questions that revealed information about one or more o f the seven 
categories?
This Office has reviewed the survey in detail, We conclude that the survey contains questions 
that seek to reveal information concerning subject areas such as sex behavior and attitudes, 
illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior, and critical appraisals o f other 
individuals with whom respondents have close family relationships. In particular, we have 
identified the following questions as touching upon the seven categories listed in the Jaw;

o S e x  b e h a v i o r  a n d  a t t i t u d e *  -  questions45, 102,103,121;
® I l l e g a l ,  a n t i s o c i a l ,  s e l f - i n c r i m i n a t i n g  a n d  d e m e a n i n g  b e h a v i o r  -  questions 31,37, 38,39, 

41,42, 56, 57, 58, 59, 68, 72, 80, 81, 82. 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92,93, 94, 95,96, 
97, 98, 100, 101, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 118, 119,120, 139, 140, 141, 153, 154;

° C r i t i c a l  a p p r a i s a l s  o f  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  w h o m  r e s p o n d e n t s  h a v e  c l o s e  f a m i l y
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  -  questions 30 ,40 ,43 ,44 ,48 ,49 , 51, 85,129, 135,136,137,148,149,150.

I f  the survey was required, did the district obtain prior written consent ?
As noted above, the District has admitted it did not obtain prior written consent. The District 
stated in its February 11, 2000 response, “The survey was both voluntary and anonymous. 
Therefore, prior written parental consent was neither sought nor obtained. Students were not 
“ required”  to take the survey."

Csncllismn

This Office concludes that the school district violated PPRA when it administered the survey on 
or about October 22, 1999, in the George Washington Middle School and on or about 
November 2, 1999, at the Ridgewood High School. We reach this determination because the 
evidence demonstrates that the school district, through the use o f federal funds, required its 
students to take a survey that touched upon tliree o f the seven categories o f information listed in 
the law.

In order for this Office to close the investigation o f this complaint, the District must provide the 
FPCO with a written assurance that all appropriate officials o f the District have been in fo rm e d  of 
the PPRA requirements. Specifically, all appropriate officials need to be informed o f me 
requirement that written consent be obtained from parents prior to administering a survey that is 
subject to PPRA. The assurance should include the date when and the manner in which the 
school district infonned the officials about these requirements. Please provide this Office with a 
copy o f any memorandum or other written document used to provide such guidance.
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U nited States Code : Title 20, Section 1232H
http: /  /  www4 .law.comelJ .edu /  uscode/20/1232h.text.html

Sec. 1232h. Protection o f pupil rights

(a) Inspection of instructional materials by parents or guardians
All instructional materials, including teacher’s manuals, films, tapes, or other 
supplementary material which will be used in connection with any survey, analysis, or 
evaluation as part of any applicable program shall be available for inspection by the. 
parents or guardians of the children.
(b) Limits on survey, analysis, or evaluations
N o student shall be required, as part of any applicable program, to submit to a survey, 
analysis, or evaluation that reveals information concerning -

(1) political affiliations;
(2) mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or 
his family;
(3) sex behavior and attitudes;.
(4) illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior;
(5) critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondents have close 
family relationships;
(6) legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of 
lawyers, physicians, and ministers; or
(7) income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for 
participation in a program or for receiving financial assistance under such 
program), without the prior consent of the student (if the student is an adult or 
emancipated minor), or in the case of an unemancipated minor, without the 
prior written consent o f the parent ( e m p h a s i s  a d d e d ) .

(c) Notice
Educational agencies and institutions shall give parents and students effective notice of 
their rights under this section.

(a) Enforcement
The Secretary shall take such action as the Secretary determines appropriate to enforce 
this section, except that action to terminate assistance provided under an applicable 
program shall be taken only if the 
Secretary determines that -

(1) there has been a failure to comply with such section; and
(2) compliance with such section cannot be secured by voluntary means.

(e) Office and review board
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FAX COVER SHEET

DATE: 
FAX TO:

FROM:

MESSAGE:

April 9,2002
Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman
House Health, Education & Social Services (HESS) Committee
Fax: 907-465-4587
Carole A. Nunn 
515 Summit Street 
Ridgewood, NJ 07450

Ph: 201-444-8449
Fax: 201-251-9789
E-mail: cp.roleanuno@aol,com

I would hope that as your committee meets today to discuss HB 408 (passive parent 
permission for student surveys), your committee members would keep in mind the rights 
o f parents and students under the U.S. Constitution. In our much publicized lav/suit 
involving the Ridgewood, NJ student survey issue, we allege that the administration of 
the survey:

> Compelled speech in violation o f the First Amendment;

» Was an unreasonable intrusion into the household in violation o f the Fourth and 
Fourteenth Amendments;

» Violated the substantive due process rights for the adults to raise their children as 
guaranteed by the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments:

> Contravened the right to privacy under the Fourth, Fifth and Fourteenth 
Amendments;

• And violated the Fifth Amendment privilege against self-incrimination.
The Third Circuit Court o f Appeals in their 12/10/01 decision stated that wc failed to 
allege a violation o f the “Fifth Amendment protection against compelled self- 
incrimination.”  They said in order for self-incrimination to be compelled, there must be a
coercion that attaches significant penalties to non-compliance. Students Acte   .
over the loudspeaker that i f  they did not report to take the survey, it would be considered 
a cut. Apparently, the court did not see that as a significant penalty. HOWEVER ... the 
Third Circuit Court went on to say: “ We are not, however, prepared to say that C.N. 
could not, as a matter o f law, establish any set o f facts which would demonstrate 
violation o f the other constitutional rights asserted.”
A family’ s constitutional rights should come first.
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S u r v e y s  s t i r  d e b a t e  o v e r  p r i v a c y  r i g h t s  v e r s u s  r e s e a r c h
By Cheryl Wetzstein •
THeV*\SHINQTONTW£S

ehts must tell the school that their 
, children can take a survey. If par­
ents don’t say yes, their children 
cannot participate in any school 
survey that asks questions about 
politics, sex, drugs and other per­
sonal issues.
The lav/ stems from a battle over

Have you ever had sexual inter­
course (‘gone all the way, made 
love’)’? As of January, students’in 
New Jersey public schools can’t be 
asked this kind of personal question 
on a survey without their parents’ _„.a .156-question survey that was 
prior written consent^ x j}.... given in 1999 to more titan 2,000 
The Jan. 9 law enacting this ./public middle- and high-school stu- 

change has been hailed aS'a victo- \ ;dents in Ridgewood, N. J.17  for privacy rightsof pdrents ando-f ":;Thfe survey asked teens about 
their children and something that ' "sexual activity, birth control, drugs, 
should be adopted nationally. •• liquor, cigarettes, binge eating, 

Researchers, however, say the . depression, suicide, stealing, phys- 
r )c iwocnvfi" „„n , jcaj violence, and relationships with

family and friends.
law is "excessive” arid, will jeopar­
dize rinportant research into teen 
behavior. }; *• •
There has long been a tug of war 

over kudent surveys in schools.
Researchers agree that, schools 

are the ideal place to survey teens 
and have typically addressed the 
need for parental consent with a 
technique called “passive consent,” 
“active dissent” or “opt out."
With this technique, schools 

inform parents of an upcoming sur­
vey and ask them to tell the school 
if they don’t want their children to 
take it —  parents must “actively 
dissent” or “opt out” If the school 
doesn’t hear from the parents, it 
assumes it has their “passive con­
sent” to give the survey to their 
children.
The New Jersey law requires 

“active consent,” which means par-

■ • School officials said they notified 
parents several times about the sur­
vey but did not seek parental consent 
because the survey was voluntary.
Many Ridgewood parents were 

outraged by the survey, saying it 
introduced children to bad behaviors, 
invaded family privacy and instilled 
a politically liberal worldview.

“The questions were so political­
ly correct,” said Ridgewood mother 
Frances Edwards, noting that stu­
dents were asked to assess their 
feelings about race relations, pover­
ty and “speaking up for equality.”

Amid a lengthy battle —  which 
includes an ongoing lawsuit— New 
Jersey officials passed their law, 
which was hailed as a “great victo­
ry for parents” by Phyllis Schlafly, 
founder of the Eagle Forum.

“The school system is just 
obsessed with giving the^e nosy 
questionnaires,” Mrs. Schlafly said.
Schools shouldn’t use valuable 

classroom time c.i social surveys, 
but if they do, they should all 
require active parental consent, she 
said.
‘N o w  in New Jersey, there will be 

one state where the parents will not 
always lose,” isaid Michael 
Schwartz, vice president for gov­
ernment relations at Concerned 
Women for America, which sup­
ports parental rights in surveys.

Getting active parental consent 
for student surveys is “analogous to 
doing medical research,” Mr. 
Schwartz said. Medical research 
can only be conducted on people 
who consent to it, he said. “Why in 
the world would we think you can do 
research 011 children without their 
parents’ knowledge and consent?” 
Shepherd Smith, president of the 

Institute for Youth Development, 
which publishes a journal on teen 
behaviors, is “empathetic to both 
sides" in the issue.

“Clearly as a parent, I’m  not real 
excited about intrusive surveys in 
high school," he said. “At the same 
time, I understand that the data 
gained in these surveys is critical­
ly important to ultimately reducing 
the negative behaviors.”
Supporters of the New Jersey 

law "may have won a Pyrrhic vic­
tory,” said Lloyd D. Johnston, direc­

tor of the Monitoring the Future 
(MTF) survey.
The federally funded MTF, 

founded in 1975, goes into 400 
schools every year to ask eighth, 
10th- and 12th-graders about 
their substance abuse and other 
behaviors.
M T F  uses active dissent in 

almost all its schools, said Mr. John­
ston, who works at the Institute for 
Social Research at the University of 
Michigan.

In the few schools that require 
active consent, he said, M T F  
researcheis have found that many 
parents don’t return the consent 
form— “they didn’t open their mail 
or get around to answering it,” Mr. 
Johnston said.

As a result, as many as 30 percent 
of students are excluded from talc­
ing the M T F  survey, even though, 
based on deeper research, fewer 
than 2 percent of parents actually 
object to the survey.

The loss of so many students 
“skews the findings in a serious and 
important way," Mr. Johnston said.

“Parents, more than anyone, 
stand to benefit from our having 
this knowledge,” he said, noting that 
the M T F  helped alert the nation to 
expanding maryu ina use in the 
1970s, cocaine use in the 1980s and 
ecstasy use in the 1990s.

"So I’m  not sure the interests of 
parents are being well-served, even 
though it’s in their name that these

efforts are taken,” he said.
“I have yet to hear someone come 

up with an alternative approach to 
getting data other than asking the 
question,’’ said Sarah Brown, direc­
tor of the National Campaign to Pre­
vent Then Pregnancy.
Parental concerns about sensi­

tive surveys of young teens are rea­
sonable and should be addressed, 
perhaps with opt-out techniques, 
said Mrs. Brown. But there are 
compelling public health concerns 
that require data about teen behav­
ior that have to be addressed as 
Well, she said.
It’s difficult to ask teens ques­

tions about topics such as oral sex, 
and yet “every tirrie there’s some­
thing in the paper, we get hysterical 
calls asking isn’t it true that all the 
middle schoolers are having oral 
sex?”
“And I have to say, 'Well, I actu­

ally don’t have any information. Al! 
I have is anecdotes,’” Mrs. Brown 
said.

“I see [the New Jersey law] as 
excessive” said Michael D. Resnick, 
a pediatrics professor at the Uni­
versity of Minnesota and researcher 
with the National Longitudinal 
Study of Adolescent Health (Add 
Health).

“The vast majority of parents are 
all right [with surveys] as long as 
they are informed,” he said, citing 
hi's two decades of experience in 
researching teen behavior.

B e a r d  g a m e s  p r o v e  p o p u l a r  I n  t e r r o r ’s  w a k e ,  a m i d  r e c e s s i o n



— S ilt
A  s c h o o l  s u r v e y  o u t r a g e  i n  R i d g e w o o d ,  N J .

"m agine a  schoo l w he re  13- 
yea r-o ld  ch ild ren  a re  asked to 
re p o r t  w he the r they  have 

-m u lt ip le  sex p a rtn e rs  and to 
an sw er questions concern ing 
th e ir pa ren ts  and re la tives ' m a r i­
ta l p ractices, addictions, weight 
and diseases. C ou ld  this be the 
Soviet U n ion , perhaps? N azi G e r­
many? O r  A m eric a ’s own R idge­
wood, N ew  Je rse y  —  w he re  stu­
dents and  pa ren ts  recen tly  
ce leb ra ted  a v ic to ry  w on in a fe d ­
e ra l c ou rt, which ru led  the fam i­
lie s  cou ld  argue in fe d e ra l c ou rt 
that a fo rced  su rv ey  g lean ing  p e r­
sona l in fo rm a tion  from  students 
was unconstitutiona l.,

T he  U  S. D epa rtm en t o f  E duca­
tion  a lso  ru le d  that the schoo l d is­
tr ic t v io la ted  fe d e ra l law  by  su r­
vey ing students on sex, d rugs, and 
su icide w ithou t pa ren ta l consent. 
T h e  R idgew ood case a lso  se rved  
as a cata lyst fo r  a  new law  passed 
in  New  Je rse y  on Jan . 7 , which 
m ade it a  fe d e ra l requ irem en t fo r  
paren ts to give in fo rm ed  w ritten  
consent b e fo re  students a re  given 
su rveys o r  tests which cou ld  
revea l such  p e rson a l in fo rm a tion  
a s sexua l behavior, fam ily  incom e 
and o th e r p e rsona l fam ily  m at­
te rs , reg a rd le ss  o f  w he the r the 
test was fe d e ra lly  funded o r  not. 
W h y  does it take a new law  and a 
tw o-year law su it to convince 
schoo l b oa rd  o ffic ia ls  to respec t 
c iv il lib e rties? T he  bad new  is, it 
hasn't.

In  the fa l l o f  1999 , students 
ages 11 to 18  in the R idgew ood 
Schoo l D is tr ic t w e re  req u ire d  to 
an sw er questions abou t th e ir own 
d ru g  use, sexua l li fe  and any il le ­
g a l activ ity  they had been 
invo lved  in . The  156-qucstion  su r­
vey  asked students to  nam e how 
m any  tim es they had tr ie d  to k ill 
them se lves, m ade them se lves 
th row  up a fte r  they eat, used con ­
tracep tion  o r  b rea thed  the con-

they had been fo rced  to take the 
su rv ey  d u rin g  c lass tim e  o r  be 
counted as absent. T he  case then 
went on  to the U.S. C ou rt o f  
A ppea ls fo r  the T h ird  C ircu it, 
w here  the th ree -judge  pane l 
ru led  the d is tric t c ou rt was 
w rong , that p la in tiffs  cou ld  a rgue  
in fed e ra l c ou rt that the su rv ey  
v io la ted  rig h ts  to s ilence , substan ­
tive due p rocess, p r iv a cy  and 
from  househo ld  in tru s ion  as p ro -

from  the appea ls cou rt which ju s t  
ru le d  against them , and the case 
cannot p roceed  back to the U.S. 
D is tr ic t C ou rt fo r  the D is tr ic t o f  
Now  Je rse y  until the pane l 
decides w he th e r to g ran t the 
schoo l b o a rd ’s request.

M eanw h ile , R idgew ood stu ­
den ts w ere  fo rced  to subm it lo  
m o re  o f  the sam e type o f  nosy 
questions —  and worse. In  a d if­
fe ren t su rv ey  d isbu rsed  once

Students were asked to rate themselves on how at-risk they were 
for bad behavior. The children would then graph their positive and 
negative behaviors so that they could see in black and white how 
“at-risk” they are. A better question would be to ask how at-risk 
families are of being controlled by school board secret agents.
tents o f  an ae ro so l sp ra y  can to 
get high. Th is , w ithou t the p a r ­
en ts ’ w ritten  consent o r  kn ow l­
edge o f  the questions that w ou ld  
be asked. Judge N icho las P o litan  
o f  the U.S. D is tr ic t C o u rt fo r  the 
D is tr ic t o f  N ew  Je rse y  d ism issed 
the case in F e b ru a ry  o f  la st year, 
fa ls e ly  c la im ing  that fe d e ra l funds 
w ere not used —  in fac t, $ 5 ,000  
was g leaned from  taxpaye rs  fo r  
the su rv ey  —  and d is rega rd in g  
students ’ sw o rn  a ffidav its that

tccted b y  the F irs t , F ifth , Fou rth  
and Fbu rtcen th  Am endments.

Bu t that wasn ’t  enough fo r  the 
R idgew ood schoo l boa rd  and 
R idgew ood Schoo ls Superin ten ­
dent F re d e r ic k  Stoldey, w ho s till 
m ain ta in  that the su rv ey  was v o l­
un ta ry , even though e v e ry  student 
in  g rades seven th rough 12  o f  the 
a ffec ted  schoo ls was m ade to take 
it, even i f  they had been absent. 
T hey have ca lico  io r  a reh ea ring  
by  the sam e th ree -judge pane l

again  d u rin g  gym  c lass w ithout 
p a ren ts ’ p e rm iss ion  to G eorge  
W ash ing ton M idd le  Schoo l la st 
y ea r, students w e re  asked to rate  
them se lves on how  a t-risk  they  
w e re  fo r  bad  behavior. Students 
had  to put th e ir nam es on the su r­
vey, titled  “ H ow  am  I,”  and were 
g iven  a g rade  fo r  it. A few o f  the 
su rv e y  questions g iven to seventh 
g rad e rs :

•  “A re  y ou  engaging in r is k y  
sexua l behav io r (m u lt ip le  p a r t ­

ne rs , no p ro tec tion  from  ST D s  o r  
unwanted p regnancy , etc )?”

« “A re  th e re  guns in  y ou r hom e 
o r  the hom es o f  y o u r fr iend s? ”

® “ H as y o u r  li fe  changed s ig n if­
ic an t ly  in  the  past y e a r  (e.g. 
th rough  illn ess , y o u r p a ren ts ’ 
d ivo rce , a death  in the fam ily , 
financ ia l p rob lem s , a m ove to 
an o th e r c ity )? ”

I f  the c h ild  m ade  it th rou gh  
question s on  how  m an y  tim es he 
b ru sh e d  h is  teeth , take s  i l le g a l 
d ru g s  and  d r iv e s  d ru n k , he  then 
gets to  d ivu lg e  the p r iv a te  li fe  o f  
m om m y  and  daddy : “ D o  you  
have a  p a re n t , g ra n d p a ren t , 
b ro th e r , s is te r , aun t, o r  u n c le  
who . . .  D e v e lo p e d  b re a s t can - •. 
c e r ? . . .  Is  an  a lc oh o lic ?  Is  s ig n if­
ic a n t ly  ove rw e igh t?  D e v e lo p e d  
c o lo n  c an c e r? ”

T h e  ch ild  m ust then g raph  his 
positive and negative behav io rs  so 
that h e  can see  in  b la ck  and white 
how  “ a t- r is k ”  he is. A  b e tte r ques­
tion w ou ld  be  to  ask how  a t-r isk  
fam ilie s  a re  o f  be ing c on tro lled  by 
schoo l boa rd  sec re t agents. T he  
D epa rtm en t o fE d u c a t io n  ru lin g  
c a r r ie d  w ith it no  pena lties fo r  the 
schoo l d is tric t. P e rh ap s  that cou ld  
be am ended to  fo rce  d ie  R id g e ­
wood B oa rd  o fE d u c a t io n  to take 
the sam e su rv ey s  it gave to the 
ch ild ren , and le t  the fam ilie s  o f  
R idgew ood do the g rad ing .

Sarah Means is an editorial 
writer for The Washington Times.
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New Jersey Permanent Statutes 

TITLE 18A EDUCATION

!8A:36-34. School surveys, certain, parental consent required before administration
I . a. Unless a school district receives prior written informed consent from a student's parent or 

legal guardian and provides for a copy o f the document to be available for viewing at convenient 
locations and time periods, the school district shall not administer to a student any academic or 
nonacademic survey, assessment, analysis or evaluation which reveals information concerning:

(1) political affiliations;

(2) mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or the student's
family;

(3) sexual behavior and attitudes;

(4) illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior;

(5) critical appraisals o f  other individuals with whom a respondent has a close family 
relationship;

(6) legally recogni/.ed privileged or analogous relationships, such as those o f  lawyers, 
physicians, and ministers;

(7) income, other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a
program or for receiving financial assistance under a program; or

(8) social security number.

b. The school district shall request prior written informed consent at least two weeks prior to the 
administration o f  the survey, assessment, analysis or evaluation.

c. A student shall not participate in any survey, assessment, analysis or evaluation that concerns 
the issues listed in subsection a. o f this section unless the school district has obtained prior written 
informed consent from that student's parent or guardian.

d. A school district that violates the provisions o f  this act shall be subject to such monetary 
penalties as determined by the commissioner.

L.2001,c.364.

'l/S/?.nn7. P \1
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H B  7 0  -  P U B L I C  S C H O O L  S U R V E Y S  

N u m b e r  0 2 7 7

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  n e x t  o r d e r  t o  b u s i n e s s  a s  H o u s e  
B i l l  N o .  7 0 ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  o r  s u r v e y s  
a d m i n i s t e r e d  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s . "

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  h a n d e d  o v e r  t h e  g a v e l  t o  C o - C h a i r m a n  C o g h i l l .

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  c a l l e d  o n  C o - C h a i r m a n  D y s o n  t o  t e s t i f y  a s  
s p o n s o r  o f  H B  7 0 .

N u m b e r  0 3 4 2

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  q u o r u m  y e t ,  b u t  t h e y  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t e s t i m o n y .  H e  a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  n o t  v o t e  o n  
H B  7 0  t o d a y  s i n c e  t h e y  j u s t  g o t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  C S  i n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  
h o u r s .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  w e n t  o n  t o  s a y  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  t h e r e  
w a s  s o m e  c o n t r o v e r s y  w h e t h e r  t h e  Y o u t h  R i s k  B e h a v i o r  S u r v e y  ( Y R B S )  
c o u l d  b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  w i t h o u t  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n .  I n  A S  
1 4 . 0 3 . 1 1 0  i t  s a y s  . . .  w h e t h e r  a n o n y m o u s  o r  n o t ,  t h a t  i n q u i r e s  

g r a b  i n t o  p r i v a t e  f a m i l y  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  . . . "  a n d  h i s  f i r s t
t h o u g h t  w a s  t o  i n s e r t  " a  p r i v a t e  f a m i l y  o r  p e r s o n a l  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  
s t u d e n t "  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a "  p e r m i s s i o n  
w a s  r e q u i r e d .  I n  s u b s e q u e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e r .  ( D H S S )  , t h e y  m a d e  a  c l e a r  a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  
c a s e  t h a t  t h e  l o g i s t i c s  o f  d o i n g  t h a t  w e r e  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  s a i d  f o r  t h e  l a s t  : : w o  m o n t h s  h e  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  
o n  a  w a y  t h a t  h i s  c o n c e r n s  a n d  p a r e n t s '  c o n c e r n s  f o r  p a r e n t a l  
c o n s e n t  a n d  c o n t r o l  c o u l d  b e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h o u t  m a k i n g  a  l o g i s t i c s  
n i g h t m a r e  f o r  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  C S  i s  m o r e  c o m p l i c a t e d  
t h a n  h e  w a n t e d ,  b u t  i t  i s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e .  I t  i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  a  
p r o p o s a l  i n  U t a h  a n d  a l l o w s  f o r  a  o n c e - p e r - y e a r  b l a n k e t  a p p r o v a l  b y  
t h e  p a r e n t  f o r  s u r v e y s ,  a n d  i t  s e t s  d o w n  s o m e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  d o i n g  
i t .  H e  i n t e n d s  t o  m a k e  t h i s  e a s y  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  A t  
e n r o l l m e n t ,  t h e  p a r e n t  c a n  s i g n  a n o t h e r  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  o r  c h e c k  a  
b o x  o n  t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  f o r m ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  k n o w s  t h e y  
h a v e  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  d o  t h e  s u r v e y s .

N u m b e r  0 6 0 4

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  c o n t i n u e d  t h a t  i t  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t h a t  p a r e n t s  w i l l  
g e t  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  n o t i f i c a t i o n  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  i n  c a s e  
t h e y  c h a n g e  t h e i r  m i n d  t o  o p t  o u t .  E v e n  t h e  o n c e  a  y e a r  b l a n k e t  
p e r m i s s i o n  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  b u t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  i s  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  
t h e  Y R B S  i s  v a l u a b l e .  T h e r e  a r e  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  g r a n t s  t h a t  a r e  
j e o p a r d i z e d ,  i f  n o t  e l i m i n a t e d ,  i f  t h e  D H S S  i s  n o t  a b l e  t o  g e t  t h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n .  H e  w i l l  m a k e  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  Y R B S  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  b e f o r e  t h e y  v o t e .

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  a s k e d  h o w  d i f f e r e n t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  C S  i s  f r o m  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n .
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C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  i t  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  m o r e  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e .  H e  w i l l  a l s o  h a v e  a  s e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  a v a i l a b l e .
H e  c a l l e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  s o m e  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t s .  O n  p a g e  2 ,  
l i n e  3 0 ,  s u b s e c t i o n  ( e )  i s  w h e r e  i t  t a l k s  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  b l a n k e t  
p e r m i s s i o n ;  p a g e  3 ,  l i n e  3 ,  s u b s e c t i o n  ( e )  ( 2 )  p r o v i d e s  f o r  p a r e n t s
t o  c h a n g e  t h e i r  m i n d  a f t e r  t h e y  h a v e  g i v e n  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t .

N u m b e r  0 9 2 0

J O H N  M I D D A U G F  M D ,  C h i e f ,  E p i d e m i o l o g y  S e c t i o n ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  
H e a l t h ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  ( D H S S ) , c a m e  
f o r w a r d  t o  t e s t i f y .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  s h a r e  m a n y  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  
a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e  f o r  e v e r y o n e .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  
t h a t  t h e  Y R B S  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r  D i s e a s e  
P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  C o n t r o l  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  7 1  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  
d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  1 9  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  Y R B S  c o l l e c t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  m i d d l e  
s c h o o l  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  b e h a v i o r s  t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  
m a j o r  c a u s e s  o f  d i s a b i l i t y ,  i n  u r y  a n d  d i s e a s e  f o r  t h e i r  a g e  g r o u p  
a n d  l a t e r  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  T h e  s c h o o l - b a s e d  s u r v e y  u s e s  a  
s y s t e m a t i c ,  n a t i o n a l l y  c o m p a r a b l e  m e t h o d o l o g y .  I t  i s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  
a l l  t h e  s t a t e s  a n d  i n  m a n y  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ;  s o  A l a s k a  c o u l d  g e t  
d a t a  a n d  c o m p a r e  i t s e l f  t o  o t h e r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  s t a t e s .  T h e  
D H S S  w a s  a b l e  t o  c o n d u c t  t h i s  i n  1 9 9 5 ,  d i d  s o  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  
a n d  g o t  v a l i d  s t a t e w i d e  r e s u l t s  t h a t  g a v e  t h e m  s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a b o u t  t h e  b e h a v i o r s  o f  t h a t  a g e  g r o u p .

N u m b e r  1 0 1 2

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s t a t e d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  a l l o w e d  t h e  D H S S  t o  c r a f t  
p r o g r a m s  t o  t r y  t o  a s s i s t  a n d  s u p p o r t  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  d o i n g  t h i n g s  
r i g h t ;  i t  t u r n s  o u t  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  d o i n g  t h i n g s  
r i g h t ,  a n d  t a r g e t  p r o g r a m s  t o  s t u d e n t s  w h o  n e e d  a d d i t i o n a l  
a s s i s t a n c e .  G i v e n  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  s u r v e y  i n  1 9 9 5 ,  t h e  D H S S  
a n t i c i p a t e d  l i t t l e  c o n t r o v e r s y  a n d  s i m i l a r  s u p p o r t  a n d  s u c c e s s  i n  
1 9 9 9 .  T o  t h e i r  s u r p r i s e ,  t h e y  e n c o u n t e r e d  a  l o t  o f  q u e s t i o n s .
T h e r e  w a s  a  l o t  o f  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n .  Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  r a i s e d  o n  
d i f f e r e n t  l e g a l  o p i n i o n s ,  a b o u t  w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  f a m i l y  a f f a i r ,  
a n d  a b o u t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  l a w s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a  
g r e a t  a m o u n t  o f  i n c o r r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  Y R B S  a s  
w a n t i n g  t o  b e  d o n e  w i t h o u t  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Y R B S  a l w a y s  h a s  b e e n  a n d  a l w a y s  w o u l d  
b e  d o n e  w i t h  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n .  T h e  Y R B S  i s  v o l u n t a r y , n o t  
m a n d a t o r y . I t  i s  d o n e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  v o l u n t a r y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a  
l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .  U n d e r  c u r r e n t  p r o c e d u r e s ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  
h a v e  a n  o p t i o n ,  i f  t h e y  c h o o s e ,  o f  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  w i t h  
p a s s i v e  p e r m i s s i o n .  I f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w i s h e d  t o  g e t  a c t i v e  w r i t t e n  
p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n ,  t h e y  c l e a r l y  c a n  d o  s o .  T h e  w h o l e  a p p r o a c h  
h a s  b e e n  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  t o  h e l p  g e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  u s e  i n  p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  a n d  s c h o o l s  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  P a s s i v e  p a r e n t a l  
p e r m i s s i o n  i s  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  a n  i m p l i e d  c o n s e n t :  t h e  s c h o o l s
n o t i f y  t h e  p a r e n t s  i n  w r i t i n g ,  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  a n d / o r  o f f e r  t h e  
c o m p l e t e  s u r v e y  f o r  p a r e n t ' s  r e v i e w .  A n y  p a r e n t  o r  c h i l d  c a n  t h e n  
o p t  o u t  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  s u r v e y  b y  i n f o r m i n g  t h e  s c h o o l .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  t o l d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h e  p r o b l e m  t h e  D H S S  h a s  w i t h  
a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  n o t i c e s  s e n t  h o m e  t o  g e t  
p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  a r e  n o t  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l .  N u m e r o u s  
a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  d o n e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  w i t h  p a s s i v e  p a r e n t a l  
p e r m i s s i o n .  T h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h e y  f a c e  i n  c c .  l u c t i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  
w i t h  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  i s  t h r e e f o l d .  T h e  f i r s t  o n e  i s  a  
s e l e c t i o n  b i a s  b e c a u s e  m a n y  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w h o s e  b e h a v i o r s  t h e y  
a r e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  a r e  j u s t  t h e  o n e s  w h o  d o n ' t
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b r i n g  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  s l i p s  b a c k .  I t  i s n ’ t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a  c a s e  o f  
t h e  p a r e n t  o b j e c t i n g  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  i t  i s  a  
l o g i s t i c  b a r r i e r  o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  s l i p s  b a c k .  T h e  s e c o n d  o n e  
r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  c o s t  o f  d o i n g  i t .  T h e  t h i r d  o n e  r e l a t e s  t o  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y .  T h e  w a y  t h e  Y R B S  i s  d o n e  w i t h  p a s s i v e  p a r e n t a l  
p e r m i s s i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  s a m p l e  o f  s t u d e n t s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i s  o n l y  a  
s m a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  T h e  
s t u d e n t s  a r e  n o t  i n d i v i d u a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d ,  b u t  t h e  c l a s s r o o m s  a r e .
T h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  c o m e s  i n  a n  e n v e l o p e  w i t h  n o  n a m e  o n  i t ;  t h e  
s u r v e y  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  s o  t h e  s u r v e y  p e o p l e  n e v e r  
k n o w  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  n a m e s .  U p  u n t i l  a c t u a l l y  e x e c u t i n g  t h e  s u r v e y ,  
a  p a r e n t  o r  c h i l d  c a n  e l e c t  n o t  t o  d o  i t ,  a n d  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  d o n ’ t  w a n t  t o  a n s w e r  c a n  b e  s k i p p e d .  W h e n  t h e  s u r v e y  i s  
c o m p l e t e d ,  i t  i s  p u t  b a c k  i n  t h e  e n v e l o p e  a n d  t u r n e d  i n .  N o  n a m e s  
a r e  o n  t h e  s u r v e y s ,  n o  l i s t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i s  
a v a i l a b l e ;  s o  t h e  s u r v e y  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  c o n f i d e n t i a l  a n d  a n o n y m o u s .
A n s w e r s  c o u l d  n e v e r  b e  l i n k e d  b a c k  t o  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  w i t h  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n ,  a  l i s t  
o f  s t u d e n t s  w h o  h a v e  p e r m i s s i o n  h a s  t o  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  s o m e b o d y ,  
a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y  i t  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  s o u r c e  o f  b r e a c h  o f  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  l a t e r .  E v e r y  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  
l a b e l e d  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  n a m e ,  a n d  r e c o r d s  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  k e p t  
t o  v e r i f y  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  w e r e  t h e  o n e s  w h o  
p a r t i c i p a t e d .  T h e s e  t h r e e  p r o b l e m s  a r e  w h y  i t  c a u s e s  a  g r e a t  
b a r r i e r  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e s e  s u r v e y s .  I f  t h e  p a r e n t s  w i s h  t o  u n d e r t a k e  
a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n ,  t h e y  c a n  d o  s o  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  
p r o c e d u r e s .  T h e  D H S S  w o u l d  h o p e  t o  g e t  s u p p o r t  t o  c r a f t  a  s o l u t i o n  
t h a t  w o u l d  i n d e e d  a l l o w  t h e s e  f u t u r e  s u r v e y s  d o n e  e f f i c i e n t l y ,  
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  a u t o n o m y  t o  
m a k e  t h o s e  d e c i s i o n s ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  D H S S  t o  e f f i c i e n t l y  
c o l l e c t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  p o i n t e d  o u t  o n e  c o n c e r n  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  C S  i s  t h e  
b u r d e n  o n  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  g e t  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n ,  m a i n t a i n  
t h e  l i s t  o f  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  a n d  t h e n  r e - n o t i f y  t h e  p a r e n t s  
b e f o r e  t h e  s u r v e y  i s  g i v e n  i n  c a s e  t h e y  w a n t  t o  o p t  o u t .  T h e  
p u r p o s e  i s  t o  g e t  v a l i d ,  " g e n e r a l i z a b l e "  d a t a ,  a n d  p r o t e c t  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y .  T h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  w h o  n e e d  h e l p ;  h e l p  e v a l u a t e  t h e  p r o g r a m s ;  p r o v i d e  a n  
a d v a n t a g e  t o  d i s t r i c t s  f o r  c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  f e d e r a l  g r a n t  f u n d s  t o  
h a v e  t h e  s o l i d  d a t a  t o  h e l p  t h e m  l e v e r a g e  r e s o u r c e s .

N u m b e r  1 4 3 3

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s t a t e d  t h e  D H S S  i s  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  Y R B S  s u r v e y s  i n  
A l a s k a  i n  1 9 9 9 .  B e c a u s e  A n c h o r a g e  e l e c t e d  n o t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  t h e y  
w i l l  n o t  h a v e  a  " g e n e r a l i z a b l e "  s t a t e w i d e  r e s u l t  t o  c o m p a r e  t o  
1 9 9 5 .  T h e y  w i l l  h a v e  r e s u l t s  f o r  2 8  d i s t r i c t s ,  w h o  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  i n v o l v i n g  o v e r  1 , 3 0 0  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  a b o u t  2 5 , 0 0 0  
s u r v e y s .  T w o  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  e l e c t e d  t o  u s e  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  
p e r m i s s i o n ;  a l l  t h e  r e s t  a r e  u s i n g  p a s s i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  a n d  
a r e  d o i n g  s o  s u c c e s s f u l l y .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  h o p e s  t h e y  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t h e  d i a l o g  t o  r e a c h  a  w i n - w i n  
s i t u a t i o n  b e c a u s e  h e  b e l i e v e s  t h e y  s h a r e  m a n y  o f  t h e  g o a l s .  T h e  
D H S S  w a n t s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  s u r v e y ,  
m i n i m i z e  t h e  c o s t s  a n d  b u r d e n s  o n  t h e  s c h o o l s  d i s t r i c t s ,  w h i l e  
p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  a b s o l u t e  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  n o t i f y  p a r e n t s  t o  g i v e  t h e m  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o p t  o u t ,  a n d  t h e n  a b s o l u t e l y  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  a n d  p r i v a c y  o f  t h e  d a t a .

N u m b e r  1 4 9 0

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  h o w  m u c h  m o n e y  i s  r i d i n g  o n  t h i s .
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D R .  M I D D A U G H  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  k n o w  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h a t  
b e c a u s e  t h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  D H S S  i s  t o  u s e  t h e  d a t a  r e l a t e d  t o  p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  p r o g r a m s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  d r u g  a n d  a l c o h o l  p r o g r a m  w a s  
a b l e  t o  u s e  t h e  Y R B S  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  n e w  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  o f  $ 3  
m i l l i o n  w h i c h  w a s  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  d r u g  a n d  
a l c o h o l  p r e v e n t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  H e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
E d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  b e t t e r  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  f u n d i n g  s t r e a m s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
d i s t r i c t s .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  i f  t h e  $ 3  m i l l i o n  f u n d i n g  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  
Y R B S  b e  d o n e  o r  j u s t  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e  g a t h e r e d .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d  n o ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  m o n e y  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e q u i r e s  
t h e  s u r v e y .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  i f  t h e  d a t a  g a t h e r e d  w a s  u s e d  t o  
d e m o n s t r a t e  w h a t  a  p o w e r f u l  n e e d  e x i s t s  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e r e b y  
s e c u r e  s o m e  f u n d i n g .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  a n s w e r e d  y e s .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  D r .  M i d d a u g h  t o  a d d r e s s  h o w  t h e  o n c e  a  y e a r  
b l a n k e t  p e r m i s s i o n  a t  e n r o l l m e n t  w o u l d  b e  a  t r e m e n d o u s  b u r d e n  o n  
t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .

N u m b e r  1 6 2 6

D R .  M I D D A U G H  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i t  t a k e s  s t a f f  t i m e  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  
p e r m i s s i o n  s l i p s  w h e n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e n ' t  b r o u g h t  t h e m  b a c k  t o  
s c h o o l .  I t  w a s n ' t  b e c a u s e  t h e  p a r e n t s  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  t h e  p a r e n t s  w e r e  o u t  o f  t o w n  o r  t h e  s l i p  
g o t  l o s t .  T h e  D H S S  d i d  n o t  u s e  t h e  s i m p l e  m e c h a n i s m  o f  h a n d i n g  
s o m e t h i n g  t o  t h e  c h i l d  t o  t a k e  h o m e  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  i n  t h e  p a s s i v e  
p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  e x e r c i s e .  T h e r e  w a s  a  l e t t e r  t o  e v e r y  p a r e n t  
o r  g u a r d i a n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  l o c a l  p u b l i c i t y ,
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  m e e t i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  t o  g e t  
i n f o r m a t i o n .  I n  t a l k i n g  t o  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  c o l l e a g u e s ,  t h e  D H S S  
f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  l o g i s t i c s  o f  g e t t i n g  a  b l a n k e t  p e r m i s s i o n  a t  a  
t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  a c t u a l  s u r v e y  w o u l d  b e  g i v e n ,  t h e n  t o  e n t e r  t h e  
d a t a ,  a n d  u s e  i t  l a t e r  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  c u m b e r s o m e .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  w h y  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  
e n r o l l m e n t  f o r m  t o  i n c l u d e  a n o t h e r  p a g e  t o  s i g n  o r  c h e c k  o f f  a  b o x  
w h e n  t h e y  a r e  a l r e a d y  m a i n t a i n i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e c o r d s .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d  i t  w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  s c h o o l s  t o  s e t  u p  a  n e w  
m e c h a n i s m  t o  c o l l e c t  a n d  m a i n t a i n  t h o s e  p e r m i s s i o n  r e c o r d s  w h i c h  
t h e y  c u r r e n t l y  a r e n ' t  d o i n g .  W i t h  t h e  t u r n o v e r  i n  s c h o o l  
e n r o l l m e n t ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  a c t u a l l y  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  s u r v e y ,  t h e y  
w o u l d  h a v e  t o  g o  b a c k  a n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t i f y  e v e r y  s i n g l e  c h i l d  
b y  n a m e  w h o  t h e n  d i d  o r  d i d n ' t  h a v e  p e r m i s s i o n .  T h e  l o g i s t i c s ,  t h e  
c o s t s  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l i t y  o f  p u l l i n g  t h e  s a m p l e s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  a d d  
a  t r e m e n d o u s  b u r d e n  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  
c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  s u r v e y .  H e  w o u l d  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n s  o f  
n o t i f y i n g  p a r e n t s  a n d  g i v i n g  t h e m  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  o p t  o u t  e x i s t s  
t o d a y ,  i s  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  w o u l d  m e e t  t h e  n e e d  o f  a l m o s t  e v e r y  p e r s o n  
i n  t h e  s t a t e .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  m o s t  s c h o o l s  a r e  a u t o m a t i n g  t h e i r  
r e c o r d s ,  a n d  h e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  
s o r t e d  o n  t h e  c o m p u t e r .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s u g g e s t e d  f r o m  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  
t h a t  i t  i s n ' t  a s  e a s y  a s  i t  w o u l d  s e e m  o r  a p p e a r .
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N u m b e r  1 8 1 5

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  i f  D r .  M i d d a u g h  t h o u g h t  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  
e n o u g h  p a r e n t s  t o  g i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  s u r v e y  o n  a n  a c t i v e  
b a s i s .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d  t h e  m e c h a n i s m s  t o  g e t  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  
a r e  m u c h  m o r e  c u m b e r s o m e .  I n  1 9 9 5 ,  J u n e a u  u s e d  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  
p e r m i s s i o n ,  a n d  t h i s  y e a r  S i t k a  u s e d  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n ,  
a n d  b o t h  h a d  a  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  e x t r a  
c o s t s  a n d  b u r d e n s ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  c l e r i c a l  t i m e  i t  
t o o k .  I n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  s u r v e y  t o  b e  v a l i d ,  t h e r e  h a s  t o  b e  a  
c e r t a i n  r e s p o n s e  r a t e ;  i f  t h e y  d o n ' t  g e t  t h e  r e s p o n s e  r a t e ,  t h e n  
t h e y  c a n ' t  g e n e r a l i z e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s u r v e y .  H e  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  t o  g e t  s p e c i f i c  t e s t i m o n y  f r o m  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  
J u n e a u  a n d  S i t k a  t o  r e l a t e  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s p e a k  
q u i t e  p o w e r f u l l y  t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  d o i n g  t h i s .

N u m b e r  1 9 0 7

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  a s k e d  w h y  A n c h o r a g e  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  t a k e  t h e  
s u r v e y .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  a  p o t e n t i a l  
l a w s u i t  o v e r  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  l a w  i f  t h e y  w e r e  t o  
u n d e r t a k e  i t  w i t h  p a s s i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n .  T h e  s e c o n d  i s s u e  i s  
t h e y  f e l t  t h e  c o s t s  a n d  b u r d e n  o n  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t  w e r e  t o o  g r e a t  t o  
u n d e r t a k e  i t  w i t h  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  u n d e r  t h e  t i m e  f r a m e .  
T h e y  d i d  s u g g e s t  t h e y  w o u l d  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  s u r v e y  i f  D H S S  w o u l d  p a y  
f o r  a l l  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t s  o f  t r y i n g  t o  u n d e r t a k e  i t  w i t h  a c t i v e  
p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n ,  b u t  t h e  D H S S  h a d  n o  f u n d s  t o  d o  t h a t . "

N u m b e r  1 9 5 3

E L M E R  L I N D S T R O M ,  S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  c a m e  f o r w a r d  t o  t e s t i f y .  
B a s e d  u p o n  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  r a i s e d  
o v e r  a  p o t e n t i a l  l a w s u i t ,  h e  s a i d ,  " W i t h  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n  w e  d i d  
h a v e  a  p o t e n t i a l  a m e n d m e n t  d r a f t e d  r e f e r e n c e d  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  
t h a t  I  t h i n k  v e r y  n a r r o w l y  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  c o n c e r n  t h a t  w a s  r a i s e d  b y  
A n c h o r a g e ,  m a k i n g  i t  a b u n d a n t l y  c l e a r  t h a t  p a s s i v e  p a r e n t a l  
p e r m i s s i o n  i s  p e r m i s s i b l e  f o r  a n o n y m o u s  s u r v e y s  t h a t  a r e  c o n d u c t e d ,  
e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  m i g h t  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  o r  p e r s o n a l  m a t t e r s  
o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  o r  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  f a m i l y .  B u t  a g a i n ,  m a k i n g  i t  c l e a r  
i t  w a s  o n l y  r e l a t e d  t o  a n o n y m o u s  s u r v e y s  w h e r e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  a b i l i t y  
t o  i d e n t i f y  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s  w h o  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o r  t h e  
r e s u l t s  f o r  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s . ”

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  s a i d  o n e  o f  h i s  c o n c e r n s  i s  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  a  
p a r e n t  t o  s p e a k  t o  t h e  v e r y  i s s u e  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d  t a k i n g  e v e n  a n  
a n o n y m o u s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t h a t  u n d u l y  d e f i l e s  t h e m .  T h e y  m a y  n o t  
w a n t  t h e m  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  t h a t  m e n t a l  e x e r c i s e .  H e  s a i d  h e  b e l i e v e s  
p a r e n t a l  n o t i f i c a t i o n  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  h i g h  i s s u e .  H e  e n t e r t a i n e d  
t h i s  a m e n d m e n t  u n d e r  a d v i s e m e n t  s i n c e  t h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e  a  q u o r u m .

N u m b e r  2 0 4 2

M R .  L I N D S T R O M  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  t o b a c c o  t a x  d i s c u s s i o n  a  f e w  y e a r s  
a g o  a n d  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  i s  o b l i g a t e d  o v e r  t i m e  t o  s h o w  
t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  t h e  t o b a c c o  t a x  w a s  h a v i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  t h e y  
p r o m i s e d  i t  w o u l d :  i t  w o u l d  r e d u c e  y o u t h ' s  u s e  o f  t o b a c c o .  T h e
Y R B S  i s  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  t o  g a t h e r  t h e  d a t a  t o  p r o v e  t o  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  w h e t h e r  t h e  p r o g r a m s  a r e  w o r k i n g .  " F o r  y o u t h  i s s u e s  
t h e  Y R B S  r j a l l y  i s  t h e  g o l d  s t a n d a r d .  I t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  w e  h a n g  o u r
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h a t  o n  e v e r y d a y  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t . "

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  i t  i s  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n .
H e  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  b e  h e l p f u l  i f  p a r e n t s  d i d  a  s i m i l a r  s u r v e y .

N u m b e r  2 1 5 0

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a n  a d u l t  s u r v e y ,  a n d  h e  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  
s e e  i t  g i v e n  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  f i n d  f u n d i n g .  " W e  a r e  i d e n t i c a l l y  
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  a n d  a n o n y m i t y .  T h i s  m e c h a n i s m  
a s s u r e s  t h a t .  I t  a b s o l u t e l y  a s s u r e s  t h a t  n o  a n s w e r  c a n  b e  
i d e n t i f i a b l e  t o  a  p e r s o n .  T h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  d a t a  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  
■ g e n e r a l i z a b l e . '  T h a t ' s  w h y  w e  t h i n k  t h i s  i s  a  m a j o r  t h i n g  t h a t  w e  

h o p e  w e  c a n  c o n v i n c e  y o u  o f  o u r  c a s e  t o  a s s u r e  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  d o  
i t .  W e  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  h a p p y  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  e x p l o r e  w a y s  t o  s e e  i f  w e  c a n  s o r t  o u t  t h i s  
c o n u n d r u m  r i g h t  n o w . "

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  p a r e n t s  d o  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
a c t u a l  q u e s t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s u r v e y .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  i t  t a k e s  t h e  p a r e n t s  p a y i n g
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  n o t i c e  a n d  t h e n  a s k i n g  f o r  a  c o p y  o f  t h e
q u e s t i o n s .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  e x p l a i n e d  i f  p a r e n t s  a s k  f o r  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e y  w i l l  
b e  m a i l e d  t o  t h e m ;  t h e y  a r e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d
d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t ,  a  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  i s  h e l d  w h e r e
p a r e n t s  c a n  c o m e  a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e  s u r v e y  a n d  a l l  t h e  m e c h a n i s m s  f o r  
i t  w i t h  s o m e o n e  i n v o l v e d  i n  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  s u r v e y .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d  t h e  D H S S  h a s  h a d  a  l o t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  
s u r v e y  a n d  w a s  c a u g h t  b l i n d  s i d e d .  I n  1 9 9 5  t h i n g s  w e r e  e f f e c t i v e  
a n d  s m o o t h ,  t h e  D H S S  t h o u g h t  t h e y  h a d  g a i n e d  w i d e  s u p p o r t  t o  
c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  t h e  s u r v e y .  T h e y  h o p e  b y  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  d o  t h e  
s u r v e y ,  i t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  c a n  b e  s u p p o r t e d ;  a n d  t h a t  i t  d o e s  
h a v e  i n t e g r i t y  i n  t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  m e c h a n i s m .  T h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  i s  
t o  d o  i t  e v e r y  t w o  y e a r s  t o  h a v e  g o o d  m o n i t o r i n g  d a t a  t o  t e l l  
w h e t h e r  t h e  p r o g r a m s  a r e  w o r k i n g .

N u m b e r  2 2 5 3

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  p a r e n t s  q u i t e  o f t e n  w i l l  n o t  
a n s w e r  v e r y  p r o b i n g  q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  o n e s  o n  t h e  
s u r v e y .  H e  b e l i e v e s  i f  p a r e n t s  w e r e  g i v e n  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  m a n y  
w o u l d  r e s i s t  p r o b i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,  e v e n  u n d e r  a n o n y m o u s  c o n d i t i o n s .
" I n  a  s c h o o l  s e t t i n g  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e n e s s  o f  g i v i n g  
a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a t  s c h o o l  a l m o s t  g o e s  u n q u e s t i o n e d  b y  m a n y  s t u d e n t s  
j u s t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I  t h i n k
t h a t  t h e  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  p a r e n t s ,  t h a t  a n y b o d y  w o u l d
a g r e e  w i t h ,  t h a t  p a r e n t a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  i s  s o  i m p o r t a n t ,  i s  w o r t h  t h e  
e f f o r t .  A s  I  r e a d  t h i s ,  I  a m  g o i n g  t o  b e  l o o k i n g  f o r  n o t  o n l y  t h e
c o s t  o f  t h e  e f f o r t  b u t  h o w  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h a t  e f f o r t . "

T A P E  9 9 - 3 0 ,  S I D E  B

N u m b e r  2 3 3 6

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  s u m m a r i z e d  w h e r e  h e  b e l i e v e s  t h e y  a r e .  T h e y  
a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  v a l u a b l e  a n d  u s e f u l  f o r  g e t t i n g  
g r a n t s ,  a n d  t h e y  a g r e e  t h e y  w a n t  p a r e n t s  i n  t h e  l o o p .  T h e  
d i s a g r e e m e n t  s e e m s  t o  b e  w h e t h e r  t h e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  w i l l  b e  
a c t i v e  o r  p a s s i v e .  H e  c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  D r .  M i d d a u g h ' s  p o s i t i o n  i s  
t h a t  a c t i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  i s  l o g i s t i c a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  e n o u g h  t o  c a l l  
i n t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  d o  t h e  j o b  a n d  g e t  t h e  s u r v e y .
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7 o f  8

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  s a i d ,  " Y o u  d i d n ' t  s a y ,  b u t  w e r e  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  
i n f e r r i n g  t h e r e  m i g h t  n o t  b e  e n o u g h  p a r e n t s  w h o  w o u l d  a c t i v e l y  
a g r e e  i f  i t  w a s  r e a l l y  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e i r  p e r m i s s i o n .  Y o u  d i d n ' t  
s a y  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e r e  m i g h t  n o t  b e  a  h i g h  e n o u g h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  
p a r e n t s  t h a t  w o u l d  a g r e e . . . y o u  h a v e  n o  p r o b l e m  w i t h  a c t i v e  
p e r m i s s i o n  i f  w e  c a n  f i n d  a  g o o d  w a y  t o  d o  i t  t h a t  w a s n ' t  
l o g i s t i c a l l y  i m p r a c t i c a l l y  o v e r w h e l m i n g ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e  w a y s  t h a t  
w e ' v e  c o m e  u p  w i t h  o f  g e t t i n g  a c t i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  a r e  t o o  c u m b e r s o m e ,  
y o u ' r e  w a n t i n g  t o  g o  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  k i n d  o f  a  p a s s i v e  p r o g r a m ,  w i t h  
a l l  t h e  w a y s  o f  n o t i f y i n g . "  H e  a s k e d  i f  t h a t  a c c u r a t e l y  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  D r .  M i d d a u g h ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e .

N u m b e r  2 2 7 1

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d  t h a t  w a s  a  v e r y  c l o s e  s u m m a r y .  H i s  a d d i t i o n a l  
c o n c e r n  i s  t h e  b i a s  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  a n d  t h e  c o s t s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
m e c h a n i s m s  o f  a c t i v e  a n d  p a s s i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  b a s e d  o n  n a t i o n a l  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  p u b l i s h e d  d a t a  i n  A l a s k a ' s  e x p e r i e n c e .  " P e r h a p s  w e  
c o u l d  e x p l o r e  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  h e r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  I  
d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  i s  a  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  e n o u g h  p a r e n t s  d o n ' t  w a n t  t h e i r  
k i d s  d o i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  t h a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  i s s u e .  T h a t ' s  n o t  b e e n  o u r  
e x p e r i e n c e .  I  a b s o l u t e l y  d o  t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p a r e n t s  w h o  
a b s o l u t e l y  d o  n o t  w a n t  t h e i r  k i d s  t o  d o  t h e  s u r v e y .  I  t h i n k  t h e  
g o a l s ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  w e ' v e  m e t  t h e  g o a l ,  i s  t o  g i v e  a  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  
t h e m  t o  h a v e  t h a t  r i g h t  p r o t e c t e d  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s .  I  
w o u l d  l i k e  a  c h a n c e  t o  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  y o u  t o  
h e a r  f r o m  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  h a v e  u n d e r g o n e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  
t r y i n g  t o  d o  t h e  a c t i v e  p e r m i s s i o n .  I  a l s o  w a n t  t o  m a k e  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  t h e s e  r e m a r k s  a r e  o n l y  d i r e c t e d  f o r  a  s u r v e y  t h a t  i s  
c o m p l e t e l y  a n o n y m o u s  a n d  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  W h e n  w e  t a l k  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  
e l s e  t h e n  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a  c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  b a l l p a r k . "

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  D r .  M i d d a u g h  i f  h e  j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  g e t t i n g  
t h e  a c t i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  w o u l d  t a k e  e n o u g h  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  o u t  
o f  i t  t o  b i a s  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  g i v e  t h e m  a n  a c c u r a t e  
e n o u g h  d a t a  b a s e .

N u m b r t  2 2 0 8

D R .  M I D D A U G H  r e p l i e d  i t  i s  a  c o n c e r n .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  c o m m e n t e d ,  " I  t h i n k  y o u  j u s t  m a d e  m y  c a s e . "

D R .  M I D D A U G H  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  " w h y  d o  t h e y  
n o t  g e t  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  i n "  i s  n o t  b e c a u s e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o r  t h e  
p a r e n t s  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ;  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  d o  n o t  
g e t  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  s l i p s  r e t u r n e d .  W h e n  g i v e n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t h e y  
d o  t a k e  t h e  s u r v e y ,  a n d  t h e y  d o  a n s w e r  i t .  T h e r e ' s  a  g r e a t  a m o u n t  
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h a t .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  c o m m e n t e d  i t  d o e s n ' t  s e e m  t o  h i m  t h a t  i s  
a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  w h o  a r e  d o i n g  t h e  e n r o l l i n g .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  c o n t i n u e d  s a y i n g ,  " T h o s e  d a t a  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a s  w e l l  
a b o u t  t h e  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  t o  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  a g a i n  I  t h i n k  a c t u a l l y ,  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e  h e r e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n v o l v e d  i n  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  
t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  c a n  h e l p  a n s w e r  t h a t  e x a c t  i s s u e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  
g e t t i n g  a t  a b o u t  w h y  i s  i t  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  d o n ' t  d o  i t .  T h e  o n e s  
t h a t  d o n ' t  d o  i t ,  a r t i c u l a t e  t h a t  a n d  c l e a r l y  d o n ' t  p a r t i c i p a t e .  
T h e r e ' s  a  g r o u p  t h a t  j u s t  d o n ' t  p a r t i c i p a t e .  I t ' s  n o t  t h a t  t h e y  
o b j e c t  t o  d o i n g  i t ,  a n d  g i v e n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  t h e y  p a r t i c i p a t e  a n d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  v a l u a b l e .
I t ' s  j u s t  a b o u t  a  s e l e c t i o n  b i a s .  I t ' s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a l w a y s  
g e t  t o  t h e  n o n - r e s p o n d e r s  i n  a  s u r v e y .  T h e i r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e
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o f t e n  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h o s e  w h o  r e s p o n d .  T h o s e  a r e  o f t e n  
e x a c t l y  t h e  k i d s  w e ' r e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t .  I  t h i n k  
w e  c a n  p r o v i d e  a  l o t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  b a c k  t h a t  u p  i n  t e r m s  o f  
e x p e r i e n c e . "

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  i f  D r .  M i d d a u g h  w a s  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  p a r e n t  
w h o ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  e n r o l l m e n t  d o e s n ' t  g i v e  p e r m i s s i o n ,  i s  t h e  v e r y  
o n e  t h e y  w a n t  t o  g e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m .

N u m b e r  2 1 1 1

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d ,  " N o  i t  i s n ' t .  I  w a s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a  s p e c i f i c  
a c t i v e  w r i t t e n  p a r e n t  p e r m i s s i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  s u r v e y .  W e  
h a v e  n o  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  y o u r  p r o p o s a l  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  ' w h a t  w o u l d  
p a r e n t s  b e h a v i o r  b e  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a  s c h o o l  y e a r  t o  g i v e  a  b l a n k e t  
p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  a  s u r v e y  t h e y  c a n ' t  s e e  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  
a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  e n r o l l  t h e i r  k i d  t o  b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  s i x  m o n t h s  
l a t e r . '  I  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  a n  u n f a i r  c o m p a r i s o n . "

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a g r e e d .  I ' m  g l a d  w e  g o t  t h r o u g h  t h a t .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d ,  " Y e s  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  
s c e n a r i o s . "

N u m b e r  2 0 8 4

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  s a i d  t o  C o - C h a i r m a n  D y s o n ,  " A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
b i l l  y o u  h a v e ,  h a v i n g  c h e c k e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  
t h e y  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  c h a n c e  o r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o p t  o u t  o n c e  t h e  
s u r v e y  i s  b r o u g h t  u p  f o r  n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  b e  d o n e ,  r i g h t ? "

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  s a i d  y e s .

N u m b e r  2 0 5 8

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  s a i d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  i s  t o  k e e p  t e s t i m o n y  o p e n  
a n d  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  a  q u o r u m .  H B  7 0  w i l l  b e  
c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  T h u r s d a y .

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  p a s s e d  t h e  g a v e l  b a c k  t o  C o - C h a i r m a n  D y s o n .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  t o o k  a n  a t - e a s e  f r o m  4 : 3 5  p . m .  t o  4 : 3 6  p . m .
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Subject: HB 407
Date: Sun, 7 Apr 2002 19:13:07 -0800 

From : "Lewis, Steve" <STLewis@PetroStar.com>
To: "'Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.stale.ak.u: 

'"Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us"' <Reprcsentative_Peggy„WiIson@legis.state. 
"’Representative_John_Coghil@legis.state.ak.us"' <Representative_John_Coghil@legis.state.ak.i 
'"Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.is"' <Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak. 
"'Representative_Garry_Stevens@regis.state.at:.us'" <Representative_Garry_Stevens@Iegis.state 
'"Represenative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us'" <Represenative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.: 
"'Rcpresenative_Reggie_JouIe@legis.state.ak.us'" <Represenative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.>

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,

I t  i s  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  H B - 4 0 7  w i l l  b e  c o m i n g  u p  f o r  a  v o t e  i n  t h e  
H o u s e  H E S S  c o m m i t t e e  e a r l y  n e x t  w e e k  a n d  I  w o u l d  u r g e  e a c h  o f  y o u  t o  v o t e  i n  
f a v o r  o f  H B  4 0 7  a n d  m o v e  i t  o u t  o f  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e ,  a s  i t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  
d r a f t e d ,  t o  t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e .  P e t r o  S t a r  I n c . a n d  o u r  s u b s i d i a r i e s  
S o u r d o u g h  f u e l  a n d  P e t r o l e u m  S a l e s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  o u r  S i s t e r  c o m p a n i e s  N a t c h i q ,
A P C  a n d  H o u s t o n  C o n t r a c t i n g  C O .  e m p l o y  m o r e  t h a n  8 0 0  e m p l o y e e s  i n  t h e  
F a i r b a n k s  a r e a .  " N o t  ^ o n l y .  d o  w e  h a v e  t h a t  m a n y  e m p l o y e e s ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  m o s t  
p a r t  e a c h  o f  t h e n r f e p ' r e s e n t s  a ,  h o u s e * .  h o l d  t h a t  w e  p r o v i d e  m e d i c a l  b e n e f i t s  
t o .  A f t e r  l i v i n g  i n  F a i r b a n k s  f o r  m o r e  ’ t h a n  2 4  y e a r s  o f  m y  c a r e e r ,  b e f o r e  
m o v i n g  t o  A n c h o r a g e ,  I  c e r t a i n l y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  p o l i t i c s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  
i s s u e  a n d  t h e  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  b o t h  s i d e s .  H o w e v e r , * 
n o t  o n l y  d o e s  t h i s  b i l l  p r o v i d e  a n  a v e n u e  f o r  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  w h i c h  ' i s  a l w a y s  *  *
g o o d  f r o m  t h e  s t a n d  p o i n t  o f  c o s t ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  g i v e s  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  *
N o r t h  i - Sta i , "  B o r o u g h  g r e a t e r  c h o i c e s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  c a r e ,  b o t h  f r o m  ' r

^ a  d o l l a r  s t a n d p o i n t  a n d  ^ a v a i l a b i l i t y  ' © f  s e r v i c e s .  N o t  o n l y  i s  t h e  c u r r e n t  
s y s t e m  p o t e n t i a l l y  c o s t l y  t o  o u r  ' c o m p a n y ,  i t  l i m i t s  t h e  c h o i c e s  o f  o u r  
e m p l o y e e s .  C o m p e t i t i o n  i s  g o o d  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f c n d  l a c k  o f  i t  c a n  o n l y  
p r o d u c e  h i g h e r  c o s t  a n d  l e s s  s e r v i c e s .  A g a i n  I  w o u l d  u r g e  y o u  t o  Voice i n  
f l a v o r *  o f . ^ H B - 4 0 7 .  „  * V*.
> ;  >  ' •  -  *  

i S i n c e r e l y ,

* it «’S t e p h e n  T .  L e w i s  ,  , r ‘ •
C h a i r m a n  a n d  C E O  .  * * *  * ' ^
P e t r o  S t a r  I n c .  .> u
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Sectional fo r CSHIi 407fHSS) 
V e r s i o n  0

‘'•Section 1. (a )(1) This provision specifically provides that if a facility is operating under
a certificate o f need, that facility cannot, fo r any amount, construct a skilled nursing 
facility or psychiatric hospital, increase the bed capacity o f a skilled nursing facility, 
nor convert a building or part o f a building to a skilled nursing facility or psychiatric 
hospital. It also prohibits the conversion o f adult psychiatric beds to psychiatric beds 
designated for care o f a child under 21 years o f age. This language requires a CON 
for skilled nursing facilities and psychiatric hospitals.

(a )(2) This provision stipulates that a skilled nursing facility or a psychiatric hospital 
wishing to add health services that would cost $1 million or more would have to 
apply for an additional CON to do so.

It also exempts from the CON provisions any health facility oth r than a skilled 
nursing facility or psychiatric hospital in an area with a population o f 55,000 or 
more.

Section 2. Provides that a facility destroyed on site or demolished on site could be 
replaced v it bout having to ac quire a new certificate ol need and provides that a 
facility could move to a new site without a new certificate o f need as long as 
capacity and categories ol services do not change.

Section 3. Requires die department to adopt regulations to set a time limit for
department determines the application is ‘ ompletc.

Section 4. Requires the department to set a time limit by which public hearings must be
held.

Requires the department to approve or deny an application within 120 days o f the 
dale the department determined the application was complete.

Section 5. Places till certificate o f need apj ications under the same standards o f review
that currently exist for nursing home beds. All CON's except nursing homes had a 
vague standard o f review undei AS 18.07.04 I. This change gives a more definitive 
standard for the applicants to follow.

Sections 6
Thru 10. Technical changes required under Section 5.

Section 11. Repeals the broad standard o f review in AS 18.07,041 and repeals 
18.07.031(b) which is now AS 18.07.031(a)( I )(C ) and is expanding the restrictions 
to psychiatric hospitals.

Section 12. Applicability o f new statute is limited to CON applications filed on or after
the effective date.

Section 13. H as an im m e d ia te  e f lc c t i v  Ju te



EXISTING LAW:

Sec. 1 4 .0 3 . 1 1 0 . Q u estionn aires and su rveys adm in istered  in public sch oo ls.

(a ) A school d istrict, principal or other person in charge o f a public school, or teacher in a 
public school m ay not aom inister or perm it to be adm inistered in a school a questionnaire or 
survey, w hether anonym ous or not, that inquires into personal or private fam ily affa irs of the 
student not a m atter o f public record or subject to public observation unless written permission 
is obtained from the student's parent or legal guardian.

(b ) For an anonym ous questionnaire or su rvey , written perm ission required under (a ) o f this 

section m ay be obtained annually and is valid until the com m encem ent o f the subsequent school 
year or until the parent or legal guardian who gave permission subm its a w ritten w ithdrawal of 

permission to the school principal. T h e  school shall provide each student's parent or legal 
guardian at least two w eeks' notice before adm inistering a questionnaire or
survey described under th is subsection.

(c ) I f  a school adm inisters to a student a questionnaire or su rvey that is not anonym ous, the 
school shall obtain the written perm ission required under (a ) of th is section from the student's 
parent or legal guardian at least two w eeks before the questionnaire or su rvey  is adm inistered.

(d ) The  school shall give a student's parent or guardian an opportunity to review  the 
questionnaire or survey described under (b ) or (c ) of this section and shall g ive the parent or 
guardian written notice regarding

(1 ) how the questionnaire or survey will be adm inistered to the student;

(2 ) how the results o f the survey or questionnaire will be used; and

(3 ) who will have access to the questionnaire or survey .

(e ) A student m ay refuse to participate in a questionnaire or su rvey  adm inistered in a public 

school. A student's parent or legal guardian m ay refuse
to allow the student to participate in a specified questionnaire or survey .

( f )  In  th is section, "questionnaire or survey" m eans a list o f questions to, or information 
collected from , a class or group of students.



F r e d ,  t h i s  i s  in  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  y o u  a s k e d  m e  a b o u t  
T I S L  ( T r u t h - i n - s e n t e n c i n g  l a w )  —  w h e r e  i s  A l a s k a  in  i t . . .
D o n  B u l l o c k  a n s w e r e d  p r e t t y  w e l l ,  a n d  o f f e r e d  m o r e ,  b u t  I  t o l d  
h im  t o  h o l d  o f f  u n l e s s  w e  d e c i d e  t o  d o  m o r e  w i t h  i t .

P l e a s e  s e n d  t h i s  b a c k  ( w i t h  f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s )  s o  I  c a n  f i l e  i t  
u n d e r  " p o t e n t i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h a n k s .
w e s



L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s e a r c h  S e r v i c e s

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y
D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g a l  a n d  R e s e a r c h  S e r v i c e s

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1  

P h o n e :  9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 3 9 9 1  
F a x :  9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 3 9 0 8

April 4, 2002

Memorandum
TO: Representative Fred

FROM: Donald Bullock Jr. /■ 
Legislative Analyst

RE: Truth-in-Sentencing Law in Alaska and Eligibility for Federal Funding
Research Request 02.189

You asked us to report on the attempts in Alaska to pass truth in sentencing legislation and whether federal 
money is available to states that enact such laws. A "Truth-in-Sentencing Law" (TISL) addresses the criminal 
sentence imposed by a court and the actual time an offender serves in prison.1 In general, TISLs require courts 
to clearly state the period during which an offender would be incarcerated, when the offender would be eligible for 
parole, and the possibilities for early release. The intent of TISLs is to require courts to order that offenders be 
incarcerated for a significant portion of their sentences, before being released on probation or parole. Most states 
with TISLs require offenders to serve 85% of the prison sentence in an institution.

In order to motivate states to enact TISLs, the federal government offered grants for the building and expansion of 
state prisons to partially offset the costs of longer periods of incarceration. However, federal funding for prison 
grants stopped after federal fiscal year 2001 because the Bush administration cojic|uded_thal.th5-gnaDts"’had

The Alaska Truth in Sentencing Act of 1997 requires a minimum term of incarceration that is not less than two- 
thirds of the total sentence of imprisonment.4 Despite the enactment of Alaska's TISL, the State never received 
federaLorison grants, partly because the two-thirds imprisonment requirement was lessjhan the 85% JeHerai. 
standard for grant eligibility? Federal fundinglslid'lbnger available; therefore amendingTtlaska law to require 
tfTSTB̂ /Tof a sentence be served would not result in an increase in federal funds to the State.

I hope you find this information to be useful. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions or need 
additional information.

1 Donna Lyons, “Truth in Sentencing," NCSL LegisBricf, Vol. 7, No. 21 (April/May 1999), available on the Internet at 
http://www.ncsl org/legis/LBRIEFS/legis721.htm.

2 Paula M. Ditton and Doris James Wilson, "Truth in Sentencing in State Prisons," Bureau o f Justice Statistics, Special Report (U.S. Dept, 
of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, January 1999). The report is available on the Internet at http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/tssp.pdf.

3 "Analytical Perspectives, Budget of the United States Government, Fiscal Year 2002," Budget o f the United States Government 
(Executive Office of the President, 2001), p. 200. This publication is available on the Internet at 
http://w3.access.gpo.gov/usbudgetyfy2002/pdf/spec pdf.

4 The Alaska Truth In Sentencing Act of 1997, Chapter 37, SLA 1997, amended AS 12.55.015, AS 12.55.025, and Rule 32.2(e) of the 
Alaska Rules of Criminal Procedure.

5 According to Margot Knuth, Commissioner’s Office of the Department of Corrections (465-4338), there were limited exceptions to the 
85% federal requirement; however, Alaska never received grant money under this program.

http://www.ncsl
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/tssp.pdf
http://w3.access.gpo.gov/usbudgetyfy2002/pdf/spec


m ore  H B  4 0 8  points

Subject: more HB 408 points
Date: Wed, 17 Apr 2002 23:29:54 -0800 

From: Lisa Torkelson <lisa@advanced-design.com>
To: Wes Keller <Wes_Keller@legis,state.ak.us>

Other points I made in HESS (use as you see fit):

1. Kids cannot go on field trips without parent's permission nor can they be given aspirin. Surveys 
should be no different.

2. There are sources o f documented evidence that anonymity does NOT exist when surveying students in 
school.

3. There is a list o f  places where hard, reliable data can be gathered and it's not from a student survey.

4. We have been told that the Federal government does not make money contingent on the provision o f 
specific survey data.

5. Federal law also prohibits making the 'sharing o f personal data' mandatory when it is tied to grants.

6. Self-reported data is not reliable. The committee sources that can show where students have lied ., .. _
bragged and played games with their answers. -  D W  »  « v 0« W *  u S * *  o f r  o o f -

7. I f  tiiis bill passes, the school district will stand wide-open for potential lawsuits. And, I can tell you 
that lawsuits are much more expensive than most grants.

8. Finally, HB 408 does not limit questions to just those found in the YRBS...as i f  those aren't enough 
to make you pause. There is documented evidence that any topic is (and has been) open for discussion 
within the confines o f  a survey (race and gender o f other family members, family stability, parent 
income, family extracurricular activities, allowance amounts, who all lives in a particular home, i f  
parents like their kids, and a whole lot more).

(checK out questions 41 on in the attachment)

Backup for above:

1)
ASD field trips require parent permission, but nothing is posted for surveys: 
http://www.asd.kl 2.ak.us/aboutasd/registration.html#fieldtrip

2)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com> (She's the NJ Mom in court)
Date: Mon, 8 Apr 2002 07:40:29 EDT
Anonymity does not exist when surveying students in schools. These surveys ask such specific questions 
(age, race, grade, sex, i f  you live with one or both parents, how long you've lived in town, the level o f 
education o f your father, o f  your mother, what grades you get, etc.). I would have no trouble picking out 
my child's survey out o f  2000 surveys. These surveys are given in classes o f  20-25 students, thus 
narrowing down which survey belongs to whom. Kids were saying that they had to hand in their surveys

4/18/2002 9:52 AM

mailto:lisa@advanced-design.com
http://www.asd.kl
mailto:Caroleanunn@aol.com
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front-to-back, row-by-row (every teacher has a seating assignment chart). One student at our high school 
said he was caught changing his race on his survey so the administrator made him go to another room 
and fill it out eorrectly. A mother complained that when her child missed the survey on Friday, upon his 
return to school on Monday, he "'as made to take the survey while the rest o f  the class read. Another 
mother said her son was pulled into the office and questioned about his "alarming" answers on his 
survey. At one school, the surveys were actually labelled with the students' names. Let's not forget that 
these surveys have our children's fingerprints all over them. Ridgewood ignored the guidelines for 
administering the survey in an anonymous and voluntary fashion — the only guideline they followed was 
that the students use a #2 pencil! What's to stop another school district like Ridgewood from doing the 
same thing?

3)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com>
Date: Mon, 8 Apr 2002 07:40:29 EDT
It seems to me that the Feds would want valid, accurate and reliable hard data. This can be found by 
gathering data from police stations, emergency rooms, drug and rehab centers, planned parenthood, 
mental health clinics, fire stations, social service agencies, etc. Relying on students to be truthful about 
their risky behaviors is not the way to go.

4)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com>
Date: Sat, 6 Apr 2002 08:26:28 EST
Testimony was heard from all the state agencies (state attorney general's office, health department, 
education department, schools boards association, etc.) bemoaning the fact that they would lose federal 
funding i f  they couldn't survey students and get back a high percentage o f completed surveys (which 
would require passive consent because with active consent a low percentage o f  consent forms come back 
from the parents). Senator Martin, Chairman o f the Senate Education Committee, demanded that these 
state agencies hand over to him letters from the federal agencies stating that federal funds were 
contingent on survey data. These state agencies could not produce these letters because no federal 
agency was going to put that in writing. Therefore, Senator Martin considered their testimony invalid.

5)
Federal Law: Title 20 USC 1232i:

(a) Refusal to supply personal data on students or families

Except as provided in section 1232g(b)(l)(D ) o f  this title, the 
refusal o f a State or local educational agency or institution o f 
higher education, community college, school, agency offering a 
preschool program, or other educational institution to provide 
personally identifiable data on students or their families, as a 
part o f any applicable program, to any Federal office, agency, 
department, or other third party, on the grounds that it 
constitutes a violation o f  the right to privacy and confidentiality 
o f  students or their parents, shall not constitute sufficient 
grounds for the suspension or termination o f Federal assistance.
Such a refusal shall also not constitute sufficient grounds for a 
denial of, a refusal to consider, or a delay in the consideration 
of, funding for such a recipient in succeeding fiscal years. In 
the case o f any dispute arising under this section, reasonable

2 o f 3 4/18/2002 9:52 AM

mailto:Caroleanunn@aol.com
mailto:Caroleanunn@aol.com


more MB 408 points
• M

notice and opportunity fo r a hearing shall be afforded the applicant.

6)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com>
Date: Mon, 8 Apr 2002 07 :40 :29 EDT
Firstly, self-reported data is neither valid nor reliable. Kids lie on these surveys — kids were bragging 
about how they changed their age, race and sex and then the fun and games began. Studies show that 
asking teens about their risky behaviors is not the way to seek legitimate survey data.

7)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com>
Date: Sat, 6 Apr 2002 08 :26 :28 EST
Regarding our lawsuit, after two years o f  court battle, we are just now entering into deposition and 
discovery. M y attorney estimates that his legal bill so far is $50 ,000 which means the school district's 
b ill is probably about the same. Now that we are into the deposition and discovery phase, the legal fees 
are going to soar! Thank God Rutherford Institute is footing the bill. O f course, when (not if) we win the 
lawsuit, the school district's insurance company w ill be footing the total b i l l ... which I imagine w ill be in 
the hundreds o f  thousands.

8)
From: Caroleanunn@aol.com
Date: Sat, 6 Apr 2002 08 :26 :28 EST
Site related to the Ridgewood, New Jersey case in court
http://www.geocities.com/ridgewoodschools/scliool.html

A lso, the United States Justice Foundation lists samples* (in PDF format) that can be downloaded: 
http://www.usj f.net/html/surveys.htm 1

*1 w ill send these PDF files in a separate e-mail.

Name: prospectssurvey.pdf 
Type: Acrobat (application/pdf) 

Encoding: base64 
Download Status: Not downloaded with message

3 o f 3 4/18/2002 9:52 AM
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P r o s p e c t s :  T h e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l l y - M a n d a t e d  S t u d y  

o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  G r o w t h  a n d  O p p o r t u n i t y

Student Questionnaire Grades 6-8 
(USJF NOTE: This Questionnaire was also used for Grade 3-5)

Form Approved O.M.B. No. 1875-0044 Expires 12/31/94

Purpose of the Study

The Prospects study is being conducted For the Office o f Policy and Planning o f the U S Department o f Education. 
Prospects is a Congressionally-mandated longitudinal study o f  the impact o f Chapter 1 programs on students’ 
academic achievement and other educational and behavioral outcomes. The evaluation will be based upon surveys 
o f nationally representative samples o f students attending public schools during the 1990s. The Base Year survey 
was conducted in 1991;annual follow-up surveys will track students’ progress each year through 1996.

This questionnaire should be completed by students enrolled in the 6th through 8th grades who are participating in 
the study. This questionnaire should take participating students an average o f 50 minutes to complete, including the 
time for instructions and answering all items.

Comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect o f this data collection, including suggestions for 
reducing response burden should be addressed to the U.S. Department o f Education, Information Management 
and Compliance Division, Washington, D.C. 20202-4651; and to the Office o f Management and Budget, Paper­
work Reduction Project, 1875-NEW, Washington, D.C. 20503.

All information that would permit identification o f individual respondents will be held in strict confidence, and will 
be used only by persons engaged in and for the purposes o f  the survey, and will not be disclosed or released to 
others for any purpose except as required by law. This survey is authorized by law (P.L. 100-297, Section 1452). 
While participation in the survey is voluntary, your cooperation is needed to make the resu 1 ts o f this study compre­
hensive, accurate, and timely.



Instructions Directions for filling out this questionnaire are provided with each question. Here are some examples 
o f the different kinds o f instructions you will see, and the right way to answer each type o f question.
(Mark only one answer)

1. What is the color o f  your eyes? (Mark only one answer)

Brown Blue Green Another color

I f  your eyes are green, you would mark only the oval to the right o f “ Green” .
A ,

(Mark all that apply) 2: -Last week, did you do any or the following things? (Mark all that apply)

See a play Go to a movie Attend a sports event
■ '

I f  you went to a play and a movie, yoq would mark the first two ovals.

(Mark one answer on each line) ;i;

3. Do you plan to do any o f the following tilings next week? (Mark one answer an each line)
Yes No Not Sure

a. Visit a relative
b. Go to a museum
c. Go to a library • ' /

(Mark only one answer) with “ Other (write in)”
^  rfSfiSk4. What is your favorite sport? (Mark only one answer)

Baseball Tennis Swimming Other (write in)
I f  your favorite sport is basketball you would print “ basketball”  in the space as shown, and mark the oval to the 
right o f ‘Other” .

WE HOPE YOU WILL ANSWER EVERY QUESTION THAT APPLIES £0 YOU, BUT YOU MAY 
SKIP ANY QUESTION YOU DO NOT WISH TO ANSWER.

Current School Work

1. Which o f the following courses or classes did you take this school year? (Mark one answer for each type o f 
course) Yes No Not Offered

a. English (including literature, writing, or language arts)
b. Mathematics
c. History
d. Social studies (including government or civics, economics, geography, current events)
e. Foreign language
f. Science
g. Computer education



i. Music
j.Home economics 
k. Shop
1. Typing
m. Other Technical Courses 
n. Business
o. Agriculture

2. During this school year, have you done any o f these tilings at school before or after the regular school day? 
(Mark one answer on each line)

a. Instruction in reading
b. Instruction in math
c. School sports (softball, tumbling, etc.)
d. Band or orchestra
e. Chorus or choir & m
f. Acting, singing or dancing in school plays

Grades and Performance

3. During the past semester, what grades have you received in English and mathematics? (For each subject, 
mark one statement that best describes your grades)

Reading, English, Language Arts Math
a. Mostly A’s (a numerical average o f 90-100) ^ .
b. About half A’s and half Ws (85-S9) 4
c. Mostly B ’s (80-84)
d. About half B ’s and half Vs (75-79)
e. Mostly C ’s (70-74)
f. About half C ’s and half D ’s (65-69)
g. Mostly D ’s (60-64)
h. Mostly below D (below 60) 
i Does not apply to me - did not take this course this year 
j. Does not apply to me - my classes are not graded

4. During a typical week, how much writing do you do in school? (Mark only one answer)

a. I write something almost every day
b. I write something 3 or 4 times a week
c. I write something 1 or 2 times ~ week
d. I do no writing at all

5. Which o f the following kinds or writing activities did you do during a typical week in school this term? 
(Mark all that apply)

a. I did no writing
b. 1 completed answers in a workbook
c. 1 wrote in my journal



d. I wrote a short story
e. I wrote a school report

6. During a typical week, how m uch writing do you do outside o f school? (Mark only one answer)

a. I write something almost every day
b. I write something 3 or 4 times a week
c. I write something 1 or 2 times a week
d. I do no writing at all

'
7. Which o f the following types o f writing did you do outside o f school this term? (Mark one answer on each 
line) Daily Every Week Every Month Don’t Read

a. I did no writing
b. I wrote letters
c. I wrote in my journal
d.I wrote a short story
e. I wrote a school report

8. Which statement best describes your ability in mathematics? (Mark only one answer)

I have a lot o f trouble with mathematics and often get things wrong 
I find mathematics hard, but I can do the work OK 
1 have an easy time with mathematics and usually get things right 
Not applicable - 1 am not taking mathematics this term

9. Which statement best describes your current reading ability? (Mark only one answer)
I  #

I have a lot o f  trouble reading
I find reading hard, but I can usually read OK ^
I am a very good reader i

10. Mark whether the following are true or false statements about the way you your English or reading class this 
term. (Mark one answer on each line) True False

a. Class material was difficult to learn
b. I had trouble keeping up with the homework
c. The class was fun
d. I would do much better in English i f  I had more help

11. I f  1 really work hard in English class... (Mark only one answer)

I will be one o f the best students in English 
I will do OK in English 
I will still not do well in English



12. During a typical week in your English or reading class, how much do you do o f each o f the following?
(Make one answer on each line)

a. Listen to lectures
b. Participate in class discussions
c. Work in small groups o f students
d. Do seat work

13. Mark whether the following are true or raise statements about the way you feel about your mathematics 
class. (Mark one ansvyer on each line) True False

a. Class materialwas 'difficult to leam
b. I had trouble keeping up with the homework
c. The class was fun
d. I would do much better in mathematics i f  I had more help

^  ■
14. I f  I really work hard in my mathematics class, (Mark only one answer)

I will be one o f the best students in mathematics. I1 will do OK in mathematics 
I will still not do well in mathematics A •I-'

15. During a typical week in your mathematics class this term, how much do you do each o f the following?
(Mar k one answer on each line) ^ ost^  Sometimes Rarely Never

a. Listen to lectures or view board work the teacher does
b. Participate in class discussions or doing board work
c. Work in small groups o f students.
d. Do seat work
e. Not applicable - not taking mathematics this term

•v 9  
.16. During this school year, have you participated in any o f the following school activities after the regular school 

day? (Mark one answer to describe your involvement in each activity) No Yes Not Available

a. School sports teams (playing against teams from other schools)
b. Intramural sports (playing against teams from your own school)
c. Cheerleader, majorette, pep club
d. Band or orchestra
e. Chorus, choir or drama club
f. Hobby ciubs, such as photography, model building; electronics, crafts
g. School subject-matter clubs, such as science, history, language, business, art
h. Honorary clubs, such as National Honor Society
i. Student government or student council 
j. Debating or speech team
k. Student newspaper or yearbook
1. Vocational education clubs, such as Future Homemakers, Future Teachers, Future Farmers, Future Business 
Leaders, VICA, or DECA



17. How important to you is participation in school sports or athletics? (Mark only one answer)

Veiy important Important Not very important Not important at all 

School Attendance

18. What were the reasons that you missed any days o f school this year? (Mark all that apply)

a. I did not miss any days o f school this year
b. I was sick
c. I had to care for a family member
d. I had to get a job to help my family
e. I had problems witji a teacher or other adult in school
f. I had problems with another student or group o f students
g. I wanted to spend time with my friends who were not in school
h. I couldn’t keep up with my school work
i. I felt I didn’ t belong at school 4 
j. My English was not good enough 
k. I was traveling ^

~ A *19. How often do you cut or skip classes? (Mark only one answer)

Never <y J)
Less than once a week 
At least once a week, but not every day 
At least once a day •i*. ? *

a20. How often do you feel that it is “ OK”  for you to... (Mark one answer for each line)
Never Really Sometimes Often

a. Be late for school
b. Cut a couple o f  classes
c. Skip school for the whole day kd

21. How many times did the following things happen to you during this school year?
(Mark one answer on each line)

Never 1-2 Times 3-4 Times 5+ Times

a. I helped to monitor halls, cafeteria, or classes
b. My class work was publicly praised in school
c. I was sent to the principal’s office because I was misbehaving
d. I was kept after school for detention
e. I was put on an in-school suspension
f. I was given an out-of-school suspension
g. I was put on probation from school

22. During this school year, how many times have any o f the flowing things happened to you? (Mark one 
answer on each line)



a. I was given an award for good attendance
b. I was given an award for my school grades
c. I served on a committee for a school activity
d. I represented my school at an event outside school
e. 1 was elected as an officer o f my class, a school club, or another school organization
f. I had something stolen from me at school
g. Someone offered to sell me drugs at school
h. Someone threatened to hurt me at school

Student Activities Outside of School

23. During this year, have you participated in any o f the following activities outside o f school, either as a member 
or as an officer (for example, vice president, coordinator, team captain)? (Mark one answer to descrioe your 
involvement in each activity)7 v Have Not Have

a. Scouting v  p '
b. Religious youth groups $  ̂  ^
c. Community youth groups, such as Boys’ Clubs, Girls’ Clubs, 4-H, Junior Achievement
d. Community team sports y.
e. Hobby or special interest clubs % -
f. Community service activities or volunteer work

cry) „

24. How often do you attend or participate in the following? (Mark one answer on each line)
Often Sometimes Rarely Never

•t Jia. Attend religious services
b. Participate in church or temple-sponsored activities

v! $
25. Do you attend classes or take lessons outside o f your regular school day to study any o f the following? 
(Mark al 1 that apply) M

-V
sLgp'a. Art, music or dance lessons

b. Language lessons
c. Religious instruction
d. Computers
e. Sports, exercise or gymnastics

26. How much reading do you do each week on your own outside o f school - not in connection with school 
work or homework? (Mark only one answer)

None 1 hour or less 2-3 hours 4-5 hours 6 hours or more

27. How often do you read the following types o f material outside o f school? (Mark one : iswer on each line)

Daily Every Week Every Month Don’t read outside school

a. Newspapers



b. Magazines
c. Novels
d. Non-fiction books
e. Comics
f. Other materials

28. How often do you go to a public library in your town or community (Not in school) (Mark only one answer) 

Once a week Once every two weeks Once a month A few times a year Never

29. During the school year, how many hours a day do you usually watch TV on school days— (Monday 
through Friday)? (Mark only one answer)f ' s 

V -
I don’t watch TV on school days
Less than 1 hour a day 1-2 hours 2-3 hours 3-4 hours 4-5 hours 
More than 5 hours a day 3 ; .t . >

vf ’’30. During the school year, how many hours a day do you usually watch T V on weekends (Saturday and 
Sunday)? (Mark only one answer)

I don’ t watch TV on weekends > i
Less than 1 hour a day 1-2 hours 2-3 hours 3-4 hours 4-5 hours 
More than 5 hours a day 7

WV

31. What kinds o f television programs do you usually watch? (Mark all that apply)

a. I don’ t watch TV
b. Sports
c. News
d. Music Videos

_  4 /  Ae. Cartoons ■v' $
f. Movies
g. Weekly TV series
h. Science or nature programs
i. Other educational programs

32. Does your teacher ever assign television programs for you to watch at home? Yes No

Including homework you may finish before you leave school, about how much time do you spend on home­
work each week? (Mark only one answer)

No homework is ever assigned I have homework, but I don’t do it
Less than 1 hour a week
1-3 hours a week
4-5 hours a week
6-9 hours a week
10 or more hours



34. About how much o f your assigned homework do you usually do? (Mark only one answer)

No homework is ever assigned 
I don’ t do any assigned homework 
I do about one-quarter or less o f assigned homework 
I do about half o f assigned homework 
I do about three-quarters o f assigned homework 
I do all o f the assigned homework

35. Where do you usually do your homework? (Mark only one answer)
. /V'

No homework is ever assigned 
In school, during the school day 
At home
At a library or another place outside my home

36. How often is your homework graded and returned to you? (Mark only one answer)

Between 15 and 20 hours a week 
Over 20 hours a week

40. During the current school year how much time do around your home at jobs you do not get paid for? 
(Mark only one answer)

None
Between 1 and 4 hours a week 
Between 5 and 14 hours a week 
Between 15 and 20 hours a week 
Over 20 hours a week

About Your Family

% W *

No homework is ever assigned
Always
Sometimes
Rarely
Never

37. During this school year have you had a paying job (not counting work around the house)? (Mark only one
answer) Yes No

38. How many hours do you usually work for pay each week during the school year? (Mark only one answer)

Between 1 and 4 hours a week 
Between 5 and 14 hours a week

41. What language do the people in your home speak most o f the time? (Mark only one answer)



English
A language other than English

I f  you or your parents speak another Language other than English at home, answer questions 41 a and 41 b. I f  
you and your parents speak only English at home, skip to question 42.

41a. How well do you do each o f the following? (Mark one answer on each line)
Very Well Pretty Well Not Very Well Not Very Well at A ll

a. Understand someone else who is speaking English.
b. Speak Englislj, v
c. Read English' ' ̂ ...
d. Write English

41 b. At what age did you begin to learn English? 

Birth to age 1.
Age 2 
Age 3 
Age 4 
Age 5 
Age 6 
Age 7 
AgeS 
Age 9 
Age 10

42. How many brothers and sisters do you have? Please include any stepbrothers and/or stepsisters, or half 
brothers or sisters, i f  they live or have lived in your home. (Mark only one answer)

I*None One Two Three Four Five Six or more
,■ - p -

43. How many o f your brothers and sisters have left school without completing their high school diplomas? 
(Mark only one answer)

None One Two Three More than three

44. Do you have your own room? (Mark only one answer) Yes No

45. Do you have a quiet place to study and do homework? Yes No 

Your Family’s Involvement in Your Education

46. During this school year, have either o f your parents or guardians come to your school for any o f the follow­
ing activities? (Mark one answer for each activity) Yes No Don’t Know

a. Pickup report card



b. Informal talk with teacher or principal
c. Visit to your classroom
d. Volunteered for school projects or trips
e Attend school event in which you participated, such as play, sporting event, or concert
f. To attend a school event with you
g. Parent-teacher conference

47. Since the beginning o f  this school year, have either o f your parents been contacted about any o f the follow­
ing things? (Mark one answer on each line) Yes No Don’t Know

a. Your grades or tesjs v
b. Your current courses or school program

49. This school year how often have you discussed the following matters with either or both o f  your parents or

c. Personal problems you may have (boy-girl problems, problems with friends, drug or alcohol problems, etc.)

50. This school year, have you discussed the following topics with an adult relative or adult friend other than

a. Choosing school classes or programs
b. School activities or events o f interest to you
c. Things you have studied in class
d. Problems you are having with school subjects
e. Problems with discipline or behavior at school
f. Problems with school attendance
g. Attending college or other schools after high school
h. Holding jobs or earning money
i. Activities with friends orclassmates
j. Personal problems you may have (boy-girl problems, problems with friends, drug or alcohol problems, etc.)

d. Your behavior
e. Your attendance

c. Your selection o f courses for high school

48. This school year, how often have you discussed the following school-related topics with either or both o f 
your parents or guardians? (Mark one answer for each topic) Often Sometimes Rarely Never

a. Choosing school classes or programs
b. School activities or events o f  interest to you
c. Things you have studied in class.
d. Problems you are having with school subjects
e. Problems with discipline or behavior at school
f. School attendance problems
g. Attending college or other schools after high school

a. Holding jobs or earning money
b. Activities with friends orclassmates

guardians (Mark one answer on each line) Yes

your parents? (Mark one answer for each topic) Yes No



51. How often do your parents or guardians do the fo lk ving things? (Mark one answer on each line)

a. Help you with your homework
b. Check to see i f  you have done your homework
c. Limit the amount o f time you can spend watching television
d. Limit what friends you associate with
e. Limit the amount o f dine you spend away from home

52. How often do you get into trouble at home? (Mark one answer)

Often Sometimes Almost never

53. Are the following statements mostly true o f you and your parents or guardians or mostly false?
(Mark one answer for each statement)

AOa. My parents want me to do well in school
b. My parents expect me to graduate from high school
c. I can turn to my parents for help i f  I have a question or problem
d. My parents involve we in decisions that affect me
e. I can turn to my parents for help i f  1 have a personal problem
f. My parents trust me to do what they exper* without checking up on me
g. I often do not know WHY I am supposed to do what my parents tell me to do
h. I often count on my parents to solve many o f my problems for me

54. Are the following statements mostly true o f you and your parents or guardians or mostly false? (Mark one 
answer for each statement) ' :X- True False

a. My parents think the school I go to is good
b. My parents fee1 comfortable talking with my teachers
c. My parents think my teacher is good

55. Are any o f the following people at home when you return from school? (Mark one answer on each line)

a. Your parents or step-parents
b. A paid sitter
c. Other adult relative or neighbor
d. No one is home

56. Who is home in the morning, while you get ready to go to school? (Mark one answer on each line)
Usually Sometimes Never

a. Your parents or step-parents
b. A paid sitter
c. Other adult relative or neighbor
d. No one is home

57. On average, how much time do you spend each day after school at home with no adult present? (Mark only 
one answer)



None, never happens Less than 1 hour 1-2 hours 2-3 hours More than 3 hours

58. Where do you usually go right after school? Do you go home or somewhere else? (Mark only one answer) 

Home
Friend’s house 
Relative’s house 
Park, playground, gym
Lesson* sports, or other activities Somewhere else

M *JS,- ' ’ '59. What do you usually do after school? (Mark all that apply)

a. Watch television ^  ;
b. Care for younger brothers and sisters
c. Do homework
d. Get together with friends
e. Talk on the phone
f. Cook dinner
g. Read
h. Play sports
i. Pla; ’ video games
j. Go shopping ^
k. Do chores

60. How often do you do any o f the following activities with one or both o f your parents, or another adult in 
your home? (Mark one answer for each line) Often sometimes Rarely Never

a. Go to the public library
b. Go to concerts
c. Go to museums 1 A
d. Go to movies
e. Go to sports events
f. Go out to eat
g. Cook together
h. Go to their place o f work
i. Play card or board games 
j. Watch TV

61. What did you do last summer? (Mark all that apply)

a. Went to camp away from home for several nights
b. Went to a day camp, park, recreation center or gym nearby regularly
c. Took lessons (swimming, tennis, music, etc.)
d. Played spans on a team or club
e. Was required by the school to go to summer school
f. Went to summer school voluntarily
g. Worked for pay at a job



62. Do your mother and father know the first names (or nicknames) (Mark one answer for each column)

A. Father or Male Guardian
B. Mother or Female Guardian Yes No

63. Do you agree cr disagree with the following statements about school? (.-<• irk one answer for each state­
ment) Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

a. I generally like coming to school
b. I am often bored in school
c. My education will make a difference in my life

64. How much do you agree with the following statements about your school and teachers? (Mark one answer 
on each line) Stongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

a. Most students get along well with teachers
b. There is real school spirit
c. Rules for behavior are strict
d. Discipline is fair
e. Other students often disrunt class-f. The teaching is good
g. Teachers are interested in students
h. When I work hard on school work, teachers praise my efforts
i. In class I often feel “ put down’ by my teacher
j . In class I often feel “ put down”  by other students 
k. Most o f my teachers really listen to what I have to say
1.1 don’t feel safe while I ’m in school 
m. I don’ t feel safe while going to school
n. Disruptions by other students get in the way o f my learning <■/' .:Y,.
o. Misbehaving students often get away with it 
p. Teachers make parents feel welcome in school 
q. Teachers care about what parents think 
r. My teachers are fair

65. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements about yourself? (Mark one answer for each state­
ment) Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

a. I feel good about myself
b. I don’t have enough control over the direction my life is taking
c. In my life, good hack is more important than hard work for success
d. I feel I am a person o f worth the equal o f  other people
e. I am able to do things as well as most other people
f. Every time 1 try to get ahead something or somebody stops me
g. My plans hardly ever work out so planning only makes me unhappy
h. On the whole, I am satisfied with myself
1.1 certainly feel useless at times



j. At times I think I am no good at all
k. When I make plans, I am almost certain I can make them work
1.1 feel 1 do not have much to be proud o f
m. Chance and luck are very important for what happens in my life

66. How do you think other students in your classes see you? (Mark one answer on each line) 

Other students in class see you... Very Somewhat Not at all

a. As popular
b. As athletic .
c. As a good student
d. As important
e. As a trouble-maker

67. As things stand now, bow far in school do you think you v/ill get? (Mark only one answer) 

Won’t finish high school
Will graduate from high school, but won’t go any further 
Will go to vocational, trade or business school after high school 
Will complete vocational, trade or business school after high school 
Will attend a 2- or 4-year college but probably won’t graduate 
Will graduate from a 2- or 4-year college 
Will attend graduate school after college

68. How far in school do you think your father and mother want you to go?
(Mark one answer for bath columns A and B below).

Less than high school graduation 
Graduate from high school, but not go any further 
Go to vocational, trade or business school after high school 
Complete vocational, trade or business school after high school 
Attend a 2- or 4-year college 
Graduate from a 2- or 4-year college 
Attend a higher level o f school after graduating from college 
Don’t know

69. Which program do you expect to take in high school? (Mark only one answer)

College prep, academic or specialized academic (such as science or mathematics)
Vocational, technical, or business and career 
General high school program 
Other specialized high school (such as Fine Arts)
Another type o f program 
Don’t know

70. How often have you talked to the following people about planning your program?

o
&



(Mark one answer on each line)

a. Your father (or male guardian)
b. Your mother (or female guardian)
c. A guidance counselor
d. Teachers
e. Other adult relatives or friends
f. Friend

The purpose o f this survey is to leam about changes over time in the things that affect your education. For this 
reason, we need to contact you again in the future. Because people move around a great deal, we are asking 
you for information that will make it possible to locate you easily. Please be assured that any infonnation that 
you give us about your family or others will be used only to inquire how we might contact yuu for future surveys.

*  j A .



TH IS  IS  A BAD B ILL , POORLY W R ITTEN , BECAUSE:

1. I t removes a shield o f protection o f personal, private, family affairs. Currently, a school may ask 
personal questions o f a child on an anonymous questionnaire if the parent is properly notified and 
gives active consent for the school to ask the questions.

2. District autonomy is violated. A school district could no longer choose to require active 
parental permission for surveys if HB 408 were to pass.

3. Page 2, Line 3ff: "shall provide" This pseudo-requirement was made to be gun-decked! Does 
posting on a "parents bulletin board" in the school meet the criteria for "provide'?



AS 14.03.110(a) HB 408 14.03.110(a) Effect of HB 408
(a )  A school district, principal o r other person In 
charge o f  a public school, o r  teacher In a public 
school may not adm inister o r  perm it to be 
administered in a  school a  questionnaire o r survey, 
whether anonymous o r not, that inquires into 
personal o r  private fam ily a ffa irs o f  the student not a 
m atter o f  public record o r sub ject to public 
observation unless written permission is obtained 
from  the student's parent o r  legal quardlan.

(a )  A school district o r an em ployee o f  a  school district 
may not administer o r  perm it administration o f  a 
questionnaire o r  survey to a class o r student that Inquires 
Into personal o r private fam ily a ffa irs o f  the student no t a 
matter o f  public record o r subject to public observation, 
unless written permission is obtained from  the student's 
parent o r legal guardian. This subsection does not apply 
to a questionnaire o r survey that is anonymous.

Changes existing statute to allow
1 ) anonymous surveys without 
written permission.
2 )  I t  a lso rem oves a prohibition 

o f  asking questions that inquire 
Into personal o r  private a f fa ir s jf  
the.survev Is anonymous,

(b ) For an anonymous questionnaire o r survey, 
written permission required under (a )  o f  this section 
may be obtained annually and is valid until the 
commencement o f  the subsequent school yea r o r 
until the parent o r legal guardian who gave 
permission submits a written withdrawal o f permission 
to the school principal. The school shall provide each 
student's parent o r legal guardian a t least two weeks' 
notice before administering a questionnaire o r survey 
described under this subsection.

(b ) I f  a school district administers an anonymous 
questionnaire o r survey that inquires Into personal o r 
private fam ily affa irs o f  a student not a m atter o f  public 
record o r subject to public observation, even though 
written permission from  a student's parent o r legal 
guardian is not required, the school district shall provide 
each student's parent o r legal guardian the opportunity to 
submit to the school principal a written denial o f 
perm ission to take the questionnaire o r survey.

1 ) rem oves the section that 
a llows the school district to get 
annual perm ission fo r 
anonymous surveys from  the 
parents, and, 2 ) rem oves the 
requirement to notify parents 2 
weeks before a survey.
3 ) adds a requirement that each 
student's parent shall be 
provided the opportunity to 
submit,,, denial o f  permission.

(c ) I f  a school adm inisters to a student a 
questionnaire o r survey that is not anonymous, the 
school shall obtain the written permission required 
under (a )  o f  this section from  the student’s parent o r 
legal guardian a t least two weeks before the 
questionnaire o r survey is adm inistered.

(c ) For purposes o f  (a ) and (b )  o f  this section, the school 
district shall provide a parent o r legal guardian a t least 
two weeks' written notice o f the right to grant o r to deny 
permission to take the questionnaire o r survey before 
administering the questionnaire o r survey.

1 ) rem oves the requirement fo r 
written permission fo r non- 
anonvm ous survevs. and 

2 ) rem oves the
requirement fo r a .tw o 
week notice fo r  non- 
anonvmous survevs.

3 )  Adds a requirement fo r  at 
least two weeks written notice o f  
the right to g r a n t  o r  d e n y  
p e rm is s io n

(d ) The school shall give a student's parent o r 
guardian an opportunity to review the questionnaire 
o r survey described under (b )  o r (c ) o f  this section 
and shall give the parent o r guardian written notice 
regarding

(1 )  how the questionnaire o r survey will be 
administered to the student;

( 2 )  how the results o f  the survey o r questionnaire 
will be used; and

(3 )  who will have access to the questionnaire o r 
survey.

(d ) W ritten notice required to be given to a  parent o r 
guardian under this section must include

(1 )  an opportunity to review the questionnaire o r 
survey to  be administered;

( 2 )  how  the questionnaire o r survey will be 
administered to the student;

(3 )  how the results o f  the questionnaire o r survey will 
be used;

(4 )  who will have access to the questionnaire o r 
su r-ey ;

(5 )  how to submit written
(A ) permission fo r the student’s 

participation in a  questionnaire o r 
survey, if required; o r

(B ) denial o f  permission to participate In a 
questionnaire o r survey, including an 
anonymous o r specific questionnaire o r 
survey.

No rea l big change other than to 
include requirement fo r  directions 
on how to grant o r deny 
permission.
"W ritten notice" and 

"opportu rtun lty to review " have 
tota lly d iffe ren t meanings under 
the old (b ) and (c ) compared to 
the new (b ) and (c )

(e )  A student may refuse to participate in a 
questionnaire o r survey adm inistered In a public 
school. A student's parent o r legal guardian may 
refuse to allov. che student to participate in a 
specified questionnaire o r  survey.

(e )  A student may refuse to participate in a questionnaire 
o r survey administered in a public school. A student’s 
parent o r  legal guardian may refuse to allow the student 
to particiDate In a soecified Questionnaire o r survev bv 
sybmittinq.to the school principal a written denial .o f

reau ires the parent to take the 
initiative to provide written denial 
o f  perm ission

p^r.mlssig.nfgrJl .̂^^nt’s parfaipMn-



AS 14.03.110(a) HB 408 14.03.110(a) Effect of HB 408
(a ) A school district, principal o r  o ther person in 
charge o f  a public school, o r  teacher in a public 
school may not adm inister o r  perm it to be 
administered in a school a questionnaire o r survey, 
whether anonymous o r  not, that inquires into 
personal o r private fam ily a ffa irs o f  the student not a 
matter o f  public record o r subject to public 
observation unless written permission is obtained 
from  the student’s parent o r  leqal quardian.

(a ) A school district o r  an em ployee o f  a school district 
may not administer o r  perm it administration o f  a 
questionnaire o r  survey to a c lass o r  student that Inquires 
into personal o r  private fam ily a ffa irs  o f  the student not a 
m atter o f public record o r sub ject to public observation , 
unless written permission is obtained from  the student's 
parent o r legal guardian. This subsection does not apply 
to a questionnaire o r  survey that is anonymous.

Changes existing statute to allow  
11 anonvmous survevs without 
written permission.
2 )  I t  a lso rem oves a prohibition 

o f  asking questions that inquire 
into personal o r private a f fa i r s jf

(b ) For an anonymous questionnaire o r survey, 
written permission required under (a )  o f  this section 
may be obtained annually and is valid until the 
commencement o f  the subsequent school yea r o r 
until the parent o r legal guardian who gave 
permission submits a written withdrawal o f  perm ission 
to the school principal. The school shall provide each 
student’s parent o r  legal guardian at least two weeks' 
notice before administering a questionnaire o r  survey 
described under this subsection.

(b ) I f  a school district administers an anonymous 
questionnaire o r  survey that inquires Into personal o r 
private fam ily a ffa irs o f  a student not a  m atter o f  public 
record o r subject to public observation, even though 
written permission from  a student's parent o r legal 
guardian Is not required, the school district shall provide 
each student’s parent o r legal guardian the opportunity to 
submit to the school principal a written denia l o f  
perm ission to take the questionnaire o r survey.

1 ) rem oves the section that 
a llow s the school district to get 
annual perm ission fo r 
anonym ous surveys from  the 
parents, and , 2 )  rem oves the 
requirement to notify parents 2  
weeks before a survey.
3 )  addc a requirement that each 
student's parent shall be 
provided the opportunity to 
subm it... denial o f  permission.

(c ) I f  a school administers to  a student a 
questionnaire o r survey that Is not anonymous, the 
school shall obtain the written permission required 
under (a )  o f this section from  the student’s  parent o r 
legal guardian at least two weeks before the 
questionnaire o r  survey Is adm inistered.

(c ) For purposes o f  (a )  and (b )  o f  this section, the school 
district shall provide a parent o r legal guardian a t least 
two weeks' written notice o f the right to gran t o r  to deny 
permission to take the questionnaire o r survey before 
administering the questionnaire o r  survey.

1 )  rem oves the requirement fo r 
written permission fo r non- 
anonvmous survevs. and 

2 )  rem oves the
requirement fo r  a .tw o 
week notice fo r non- 
anonvmous survevs.

3 )  Adds a requirement fo r  at 
least two weeks written notice o f  
the right to  g r a n ' o r  d e n y  
p e rm is s io n

(d ) The school shall give a student’s parent or 
guardian an opportunity to review the questionnaire 
o r survey described under (b ) o r  (c ) o f  this section 
and shall give the parent o r guardian written notice 
regarding

(1 )  how the questionnaire o r  survey will be 
administered to the student;

( 2 )  how the results o f  the survey o r questionnaire 
will be used; and

(3 )  who will have access to the questionnaire o r 
survey.

(d ) W ritten notice required to be given to a parent o r 
guardian under this section must include

(1 )  an opportunity to review the questionnaire o r 
survey to be adm inistered;

( 2 )  how the questionnaire o r survey will be 
administered to the student;

( 3 )  how the results o f  the questionnaire o r  survey will 
be used;

(4 )  who will have access to the questionnaire o r 
survey;

( 5 )  how to submit written
(A ) perm ission fo r  the student’s 

participation in a questionnaire o r 
survey, if required; o r

(B ) denial o f  perm ission to participate in a 
questionnaire o r survey, including an 
anonymous o r specific questionnaire o r 
survey.

No real big change other than to 
include requirement fo r  directions 
on how to grant o r  deny 
permission.
"W ritten notice" and 

"opportu rtun lty to review " have 
tota lly d ifferent meanings under 
the o ld (b )  and (c ) compared to 
the new (b ) and (c )

(e )  A student may refuse to paiticipate in a 
questionnaire o r survey adm inistered in a public 
school A student’s parent o r  legal guardian may 
refuse to allow  the student to participate In a 
specified questionnaire o r survey.

(e )  A student may refuse to participate in a questionnaire 
o r survey administered in a  public school. A student's 
parent o r legal guardian may re fuse to allow  the student 
to participate In a SDedfied Questionnaire o r  survev bv 
submitting to the school DrinciDal a written denial o f  
permission for the student's participation.

reauires the parent to take uie 
Initiative to provide written 
o f  perm ission
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSIONBY THE HOUSE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEEOffered: 4/11/02Referred: RulesSponsor(s): HOUSE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to questionnaires and surveys administered in the public schools.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.03.110(a) is repealed and reenacted to read:
(a) A school district or su employee o f a school district may not administer or 

permit administration o f a questionnaire or survey to a class or student that inquires 
into personal or private family affairs o f  the student not a matter o f  public record or 
subject to public observation, unless written permission is obtained from the student's 
parent or legal guardian. This subsection does not apply to a questionnaire or survey 
that is anonymous.

* Sec. 2. AS 14.03.110(b) is repealed and reenacted to read:
(b) I f  a school district administers an anonymous questionnaire or survey that 

inquires into personal or private family affairs o f  a student not a matter o f  public 
record or subject to public observation, even though written permission from a 
student's parent or legal guardian is not required, the school district shall provide each 
student's parent or legi.1 guardian the opportunity to submit to the school principal a

CS FOR HOUSE B ILL  NO. 408(HES)
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written denial o f permission to take the questionnaire or survey.
* Sec. 3. A S  14.03.110(c) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(c) For purposes o f  (u) and (b) o f this section, the school district shall provide 
a parent or legal guardian at least two weeks' written notice o f the right to grant or to 
deny permission to take the questionnaire or survey before administering the 
questionnaire or survey.

* Sec. 4. A S  14.03.110(d) is repealed and reenacted to read:
(d) Written notice required to be given to a parent or guardian under this 

section must include
(1 ) an opportunity to review the questionnaire or survey to be

administered;
(2 ) how the questionnaire or survtj w ill be administered to the

student;
(3 ) how the results o f  the questionnaire or survey will be used;
(4) who will have access to the questionnaire or survey;
(5 ) how to submit written

(A) permission for the student's participation in a questionnaire 
or survey, i f  required; or

(B ) denial o f permission to participate in a questionnaire or 
survey, including an anonymous or specific questionnaire or survey.

* Sec. 5. A S  14.03.110(e) is amended to read:
(e) A  student may refuse to participate in a questionnaire or survey 

administered in a public school. A  student's parent or legal guardian may refuse to 
allow the student to participate in a specified questionnaire or survey by submitting to 
the school principal a written denial of permission for the student's participation.
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TH IS  IS  A BAD B ILL , POORLY W R ITTEN , BECAUSE:

1. I t removes a shield o f protection o f personal, private, family affairs. Currently, a school may ask 
personal questions o f a child on an anonymous questionnaire if the parent is properly notified and 
gives active consent for the school to ask the questions.

2. District autonomy is violated. A school district could no longer choose to require active 
parental permission for surveys if HB 408 were to pass.

3. Page 2, Line 3ff: "shall provide" This pseudo-requirement was made to be gun-decked! Does 
posting on a "parents bulletin board" in the school meet the criteria fo r "provide"?



Amendment # 1: Page 1, line 7 Delete [THAT IS ANONYMOUS OR]
Rational: Anonvmitv does not exist when surveying students in schools!

These surveys ask such specific questions (age, race, grade, sex, i f you live w ith one or bo'.h parents, how .jng 
you've lived in town, the level o f education o f your father, o f your mother, what grades you get, etc.). I  would 
have no trouble picking out my child's survey out o f 2000 surveys. These surveys are given in classes of 20-25 
students, thus narrowing down which survey belongs to whom. Kids were saying tha t they had to hand in the ir 
surveys front-to-back, row-by-row (every teacher has a seating assignment chart). One student a t our high 
school said he was caught changing his race on his survey so the adm inistrator made him go to another room 
and fill i t out correctly. A mother complained that when her child missed the survey on Friday, upon his return 
to school on Monday, he was made to take the survey while the rest o f the class read. Another mother said her 
son was pulled into the office and questioned about his "alarm ing" answers on his survey. At one school, the 
surveys were actually labelled w ith the students' names. Let's not forget tha t these surveys have ovr children's 
fingerprints all over them. Ridgewood ignored the guidelines fo r administering the survey in an anonymous 
and voluntary fashion —  the only guideline they followed was tha t the students use a #2 pencil! What's to stop 
another school district like Ridgewood from doing the same thing?

Amendment # 2: Delete Section 2 (Page 1, lines 9-14)
Rational: Same as # 1 . Because Anonvmitv does not exist when surveying students in schools!. This 

section would allow anonymous surveys unless a parent specifically denies permission fo r them.

Amendment # 3 Page 2, Line 4 Add a new sentence that reads: Written notice will be sent 
by US Mail, addressed to the students parent or legal guardian, postmarked no less than 21 
days before a questionnaire or survey is administered.

Rational: Existing law requires tha t permission be obtained n it two weeks prior... this is consistent 
w ith existing law. Use of Mail is important because any number o f things could be considered to be 
"providing w ritten notice".



2001 Youth Risk Behavior Survey http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dash/yrbs/2001 survcy.htm
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Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System

2 0 0 1  Y o u t h  R i s k  

B e h a v i o r  S u r v e y

The following Is a reproduction of the YRBSS Survey Questionnaire 
material. The format has been adapted for presentation on this W e b  
page. Therefore, it Is Intended for reference only.

This survey is about health behavior. It has been developed so 
you can tell us what you do that may affect your health. The 
information you give will be used to develop better health 
education for young people like yourself.

DO NOT write your name on this survey. The answers you give 
will be kept private. No one will know what you write. Answer the 
questions based on what you really do.

Completing the survey is voluntary. Whether or not you answer 
the questions will not affect your grade in this class. If you are 
not comfortable answering a question, just leave it blank.

The questions that ask about your background will be used only 
to describe the types of students completing this survey. The 
information will not be used to find out your name. No names will 
ever be reported.

Make sure to read every question. Fill in the ovals completely. 
When you are finished, follow the instructions of the person 
giving you the survey.

Thank you very much for your help.

D ire c t io n s

• Use a #2 pencil only.
• Make dark marks.
• Fill in a response like this: A B C D.
• To change your answer, erase completely.
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1. How old are you?

A. 12 years old o r younger
B. 13 years old
C. 14 years old
D. 15 years old
E. 16 years old
F. 17 years old
G. 18 years old o r older

2. W hat is you r sex?

A. Female
B. Male

3. In w ha t grade are you?

A. 9 th grade
B. 10th grade
C. 11th grade
D. 12th grade
E. Ungraded o r o the r grade

4. How do you describe yourself? (Select one o r more responses.)

A. American Ind ian or Alaska Native
B. Asian
C. Black o r African American
D. H ispanic o r Latino
E. Native Hawaiian or O ther Pacific Is lande r
F. White

5. During the past 12 months, how would you describe you r 
grades in school?

A. Mostly A's
B. Mostly B's
C. Mostly C's
D. Mostly D's
E. Mostly F's
F. None o f these grades
G. Not sure

6. How ta ll are you w ith o u t you r shoes on?

D irections: W rite you r he igh t in the shaded blank 
boxes. Fill in the match ing oval below each number.
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. How much do you weigh without your shoes on?

Example

Height

Inches

Height

Inches

Directions: Write your weight in the shaded blank 
boxes. Fill in the matching oval below each number.

Example

W eight

Pounds

1 / 5 2
r  0 0 0
> 1< l l

2 2 >2<
3 3 3

4 4
>5< 5

6 6
7 7
8 8
9 9

W eight

Pounds

r

0 0 0
1 1 1
2 2 2
3 3 3

r 4 4
5 5
6 6

1 7 7

r 8 8
9 9

The next 5 questions ask about personal safety.
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8. When you rode a motorcycle du ring the past 12 months , 
how often did you wear a helmet?

A. I did not ride a moto rcyc le du ring the past 12 
months
B. Never wore a he lm et
C. Rarely wore a he lm et
D. Sometim es wore a he lm e t
E. Most o f the tim e wore a he lm e t
F. A lways wore a he lm et

9. When you rode a bicycle during the past 12 m on ths , how 
often did you wear a helmet?

A. I did not ride a bicycle du ring the past 12 m on ths
B. Never wore a he lm et
C. Rarely wore a he lm et
D. Som etim es wore a he lm e t
E. Most o f the tim e wore a he lm e t
F. A lways wore a he lm e t

10. How often do you wear a seat be lt when rid ing in a car 
driven by someone else?

A. Never
B. Rarely
C. Sometim es
D. Most o f the tim e
E. Always

11. During the past 30 days, how many tim es did you ride in a 
car or o the r veh ic le driven by someone who had been 
drink ing alcohol?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 tim e
C. 2 o r 3 tim es
D. 4 o r 5 tim es
E. 6 o r more tim es

12. During the past 30 days, how many tim es did you drive a car 
o r o the r veh ic le when you had been drink ing alcohol?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 tim e
C. 2 o r 3 tim es
D. 4 o r 5 tim es
E. 6 o r more tim es

The next 10 questions ask about violence-related 
behaviors.
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13. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you ca rry a 
weapon such as a gun, kn ife , o r club?

A. 0 days
B. 1 day
C. 2 o r 3 days
D. 4 or 5 days
E. 6 o r more days

14. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you ca rry a 
gun?

A. 0 days
B. 1 day
C. 2 or 3 days
D. 4 o r 5 days
E. 6 o r more days

15. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you ca rry a 
weapon such as a gun, kn ife , o r club on school property?

A. 0 days
B. 1 day
C. 2 o r 3 days
D. 4 o r 5 days
E. 6 or more days

16. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you not go 
to school because you fe lt you would be unsafe a t school o r on 
you r way to o r from school?

A. 0 days
B. 1 day
C. 2 o r 3 days
D. 4 or 5 days
E. 6 or more days

17. During the past 12 months , how many tim es has someone 
th reatened o r in ju red you w ith a weapon such as a gun, kn ife , or 
club on school property?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 tim e
C. 2 or 3 tim es
D. 4 o r 5 tim es
E. 6 or 7 tim es
F. 8 o r 9 tim es
G. 10 o r 11 tim es
H. 12 o r more tim es

18. During the past 12 months, how many tim es were you in a 
physical figh t?
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A. 0 tim es
B. 1 tim e
C. 2 or 3 tim es
D. 4 or 5 tim es
E. 6 or 7 tim es
F. 8 or 9 tim es
G. 10 o r 11 tim es
H. 12 or more tim es

19. During the past 12 months , how many tim es were you in a 
physical fig h t in which you were in ju red and had to be trea ted by 
a docto r o r nurse?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 tim e
C. 2 or 3 tim es
D. 4 o r 5 tim es
E. 6 or more tim es

20. During the past 12 months , how many tim es were you in a 
physical fig h t on school property?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 tim e
C. 2 or 3 tim es
D. 4 or 5 tim es
E. 6 or 7 tim es
F. 8 o r 9 tim es
G. 10 o r 11 tim es
H. 12 o r more tim es

21. During the past 12 months, d id you r boyfriend o r g irlfr ie nd 
eve r h it, slap, o r physica lly hu rt you on purpose?

A. Yes
B. No

22. Have you eve r been physica lly forced to have sexual 
in te rcourse when you did not w an t to?

A. Yes
B. No

The next 5 questions ask about sad feelings and attempted 
suicide. Sometimes people feel so depressed about the 
future that they may consider attempting suicide, that is, 
taking some action to end their own life.

23. During the past 12 months, did you ever feel so sad or 
hopeless almost every day for two weeks or more in a row 
that you stopped doing some usual activities.
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A. Yes
B. No

24. During the past 12 months, did you eve r seriously consider 
a ttem p tin g suicide?

A. Yes
B. No

25. During the past 12 months, did you make a plan abou t how 
you would a ttem p t suicide?

A. Yes
B. No

26. During the past 12 months, how many tim es did you actua lly 
a ttem p t suicide?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 tim e
C. 2 or 3 tim es
D. 4 or 5 tim es
E. 6 o r more tim es

27. I f  you attempted suicide during the past 12 m on ths , did 
any a ttem p t resu lt in an in ju ry , poison ing, o r overdose th a t had 
to be trea ted by a docto r or nurse?

A. I  did not attempt suicide during the past 12 
months
B. Yes
C. No

T he n e x t 12 q u e s t io n s  ask a b o u t to b a c c o  use .

28. Have you eve r tried cigare tte sm ok ing , even one o r tw o 
puffs?

A. Yes
B. No

29. How old were you when you smoked a whole c iga re tte fo r the 
firs t time?

A. I have never smoked a whole c iga re tte
B. 8 years old o r younger
C. 9 or 10 years old
D. 11 or 12 years old
E. 13 o r 14 years old
F. 15 o r 16 years old
G. 17 years old o r older

30. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you smoke 
cigarettes?
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A. 0 days
B. 1 o r 2 days
C. 3 to 5 days
D. 6 to 9 days
E. 10 to 19 days
F. 20 to 2.9 days
G. All 30 days

31. During the past 30 days, on the days you smoked, how many 
cigare ttes did you smoke per day?

A. I did not smoke cigarettes during the past 30 days
B. Less than 1 cigare tte per day
C. 1 c iga re tte per day
D. 2 to 5 cigare ttes per day
E. 6 to 10 cigare ttes per day
F. 11 to 20 cigare ttes per day
G. More than 20 cigare ttes per day

32. During the past 30 days, how did you usually ge t you r own 
cigarettes? (Select on ly one response.)

A. I did no t smoke cigare ttes during the past 30 days
B. I bought them in a store such as a convenience 
store , superm arke t, discount store , o r gas s ta tion
C. I bough t them from a vend ing machine
D. I gave someone else money to buy them fo r me
E. I borrowed (o r bummed) them from someone else
F. A person 18 years o r older gave them to me
G. I took them from a store or fam ily m em ber
H. I go t them some o the r way

33. When you bought or tried to buy cigarettes in a store 
during the past 30 days, were you ever asked to show proo f o f 
age?

A. I did not try to buy cigare ttes in a store during the 
past 30 days
B. Yes, I was asked to show proo f o f age
C. No, I was not asked to show proo f o f age

34. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you smoke 
cigare ttes on school property?

A. 0 days
B. 1 o r 2 days
C. 3 to 5 days
D. 6 to 9 days
E. 10 to 19 days
F. 20 to 29 days
G. All 30 days

35. Have you ever smoked cigare ttes da ily , th a t is, a t least one 
ciga re tte every day fo r 30 days?

A. Yes
B. No
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36. During the past 12 months, did you ever try to qu it smoking 
cigarettes?

A. I did not smoke during the past 12 months
B. Yes
C. No

37. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you use 
chewing tobacco, snuff, or dip , such as Redman, Levi Garrett, 
Beechnut, Skoal, Skoal Bandits, or Copenhagen?

A. 0 days
B. 1 or 2 days
C. 3 to 5 days
D. 6 to 9 days
E. 10 to 19 days
F. 20 to 29 days
G. All 30 days

38. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you use 
chewing tobacco, snuff, or dip on school property?

A. 0 days
B. 1 or 2 days
C. 3 to 5 days
D. 6 to 9 days
E. 10 to 19 days
F. 20 to 29 days
G. Ail 30 days

39. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you smoke 
cigars, cigarillos, or little cigars?

A. 0 days
B. 1 or 2 days
C. 3 to 5 days
D. 6 to 9 days
E. 10 to 19 days
F. 20 to 29 days
G. All 30 days

The next 5 questions ask about drink ing alcohol. This 
includes drink ing beer, w ine , w ine coolers, and liquor such 
as rum , g in , vodka, or whiskey. For these questions, 
drink ing alcohol does not include drink ing a few  sips of 
w ine for re ligious purposes.

40. During your life, on how many days have you had at least 
one drink of alcohol?

A. 0 days
B. 1 or 2 days
C. 3 to 9 days
D. 10 to 19 days
E. 20 to 39 days
F. 40 to 99 days
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41. How old were you when you had you r firs t d rin k o f aicohol 
o the r than a few sips?

A. I have never had a drin k o f alcohol o the r than a 
few sips
B. 8 years old o r younger
C. 9 o r 10 years old
D. 11 o r 12 years old
E. 13 o r 14 years old
F. 15 o r 16 years old
G. 17 years old or o lde r

42. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you have a t 
least one d rin k o f alcohol?

A. 0 days
B. 1 o r 2 days
C. 3 to 5 days
D. 6 to 9 days
E. 10 to 19 days
F. 20 to 29 days
G. All 30 days

43. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you have 5 
o r more drinks o f alcohol in a row, th a t is, w ith in a couple o f 
hours?

A. 0 days
B. 1 day
C. 2 days
D. 3 to 5 days
E. 6 to 9 days
F. 10 to 19 days
G. 20 o r more days

44. During the past 30 days, on how many days did you have at 
least one d rin k o f alcohol on school property?

A. 0 days
B. 1 o r 2 days
C. 3 to 5 days
D. 6 to 9 days
E. 10 to 19 days
F. 20 to 29 days
G. All 30 days

The next 4 questions ask about marijuana use. Marijuana 
also is called grass or pot.

45. During you r life , how many tim es have you used m arijuana?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 or 2 tim es
C. 3 to 9 tim es
D. 10 to 19 tim es

G. 100 or more days

10of 18 4/9/2002 12:19PM

http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dash/yrbs/2001


2001 Youth Risk Behavior Survey http://www.edc.gov/nccdphp/dash/yrbs/2001 survcy.htm

E. 20 to 39 tim es
F. 40 to 99 tim es
G. 100 o r more tim es

46. How old were you when you tried m arijuana fo r the firs t 
tim e?

A. I have never tried marijuana
B. 8 years old o r younger
C. 9 or 10 years old
D. 11 o r 12 years old
E. 13 o r 14 years old
F. 15 o r 16 years old
G. 17 years old or o lder

47. During the past 30 days, how many tim es did you use 
marijuana?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 or 2 tim es
C. 3 to 9 tim es
D. 10 to 19 tim es
E. 20 to 39 tim es
F. 40 or more tim es

48. During the past 30 days, how many tim es did you use 
m arijuana on school property?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 or 2 tim es
C. 3 to 9 tim es
D. 10 to 19 tim es
E. 20 to 39 tim es
F. 40 or more tim es

The next 9 questions ask about cocaine and other drugs.

4 9 .  During you r life, how many tim es have you used a n y  fo rm  o f 
cocaine, includ ing powder, crack, o rfreebase?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 or 2 tim es
C. 3 to 9 tim es
D. 10 to 19 tim es
E. 20 to 39 tim es
F. 40 or more tim es

50. During the past 30 days, how many tim es did you use any 
fo rm  o f cocaine, includ ing powder, crack, o r freebase?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 o r 2 tim es
C. 3 to 9 tim es
D. 10 to 19 tim es
E. 20 to 39 tim es
F. 40 o r more tim es
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51. During you r life , how many tim es have you sn iffed g lue , 
breathed the conten ts o f aerosol spray cans, o r inha led any 
pa in ts or sprays to ge t high?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 o r 2 tim es
C. 3 to 9 tim es
D. 10 to 19 tim es
E. 20 to 39 tim es
F. 40 o r more tim es

52. During the past 30 days, how many tim es have you sn iffed 
glue, breathed the con ten ts o f aerosol spray cans, o r inha led any 
pa in ts o r sprays to get high?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 o r 2 tim es
C. 3 to 9 tim es
D. 10 to 19 tim es
E. 20 to 39 tim es
F. 40 o r more tim es

53. During you r life , how many tim es have you used heroin (a lso 
called smack, ju n k , o r China White)?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 or 2 tim es
C. 3 to 9 tim es
D. 10 to 19 tim es
E. 20 to 39 tim es
F. 40 o r more tim es

54. During you r life , how many tim es have you used 
methamphetam ines (a lso called speed, crys ta l, crank, o r ice)?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 o r 2 tim es
C. 3 to 9 tim es
D. 10 to 19 tim es
E. 20 to 39 tim es
F. 40 o r more tim es

55. During you r life , how many tim es have you taken steroid 
pills or shots w ith o u t a docto r's prescrip tion?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 or 2 tim es
C. 3 to 9 tim es
D. 10 to 19 tim es
E. 20 to 39 tim es
F. 40 or more tim es

56. During you r life , how many tim es have you used a needle to 
in je c t any illega l drug in to you r body?

A. 0 tim es
B. 1 tim e
C. 2 o r more tim es
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57. During the past 12 months, has anyone offered, sold, or 
given you an illegal drug on school property?

A. Yes
B. No

The next 8 questions ask about sexual behavior.

58. Have you ever had sexual intercourse?

A. Yes
B. No

59. How old were you when you had sexual intercourse for the 
first time?

A. I have never had sexual intercourse
B. 11 years old or younger
C. 12 years old
D. 13 years old
E. 14 years old
F. 15 years old
G. 16 years old
H. 17 years old or older

60. During your life, with how many people have you had sexual 
intercourse?

A. I have never had sexual intercourse
B. 1 person
C. 2 people
D. 3 people
E. 4 people
F. 5 people
G. 6 or more people

61. During the past 3 months, with how many people did you 
have sexual intercourse?

A. I have never had sexual intercourse
B. I have had sexual intercourse, but not during the 
past 3 months
C. 1 person
D. 2 people 

3 people
F. 4 people
G. 5 people
H. 6 or more people

62. Did you drink alcohol or use drugs before you had sexual 
intercourse the last time?

A. I have never had sexual intercourse
B. Yes
C. No

63. The last time you had sexual intercourse, did you or your
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A. I have never had sexual intercourse
B. Yes
C. No

partner use a condom?

64. The last time you had sexual intercourse, what one method 
did you or your partner use to prevent pregnancy? (Select only 
one response.;

A. I have never had sexual intercourse
B. No method was used to prevent pregnancy
C. Birth control pills
D. Condoms
E. Depo-Provera (injectable birth control)
F. Withdrawal
G. Some other method
H. Not sure

65. How many times have you been pregnant or gotten someone 
pregnant?

A. 0 times
B. 1 time
C. 2 or more times
D. Not sure

The next 7 questions ask about body weight.

66. How do y o u describe your weight?

A. Very underweight
B. Slightly underweight
C. About the right weight
D. Slightly overweight
E. Very overweight

67. Which rhe following are you trying to do about your 
weight?

A. Lose weight
B. Gain weight
C. Stay the same weight
D. I am not trying to do anything about my weight

68. During the past 30 days, did you exercise to lose weight or 
to keep from gaining weight?

A. Yes
B. No

69. During the past 30 days, did you eat less food, fewer 
calories, or Foods low  in fat to lose weight or to keep from 
gaining weight?

A. Yes
B. No
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70. During the past 30 days, did you go w ithout eating for 24 
hours or more (also called fas ting ) to lose w e igh t o r to keep 
from gain ing weight?

A. Yes
B. No

71. Duhng the past 30 days, did you tske any diet p ills , 
powders, or liquids w ith o u t a docto r's advice to lose w e igh t or 
to keep from gain ing weight? (Do not inc lude meal rep lacem en t 
products such as Slim Fast.)

A. Yes
B. No

72. During the past 30 days, did you vom it or take laxatives to 
lose we igh t o r to keep from gain ing weight?

A. Yes
B. No

The next 7 questions ask about food you ate or drank 
during the past 7 days. Think about all the meals and 
snacks you had from the time you got up until you went to 
bed. Be sure to include food you ate at home, at school, at 
restaurants, or anywhere else.

73. During the past 7 days, how many tim es did you d rin k 1 0 0 %  
fru it juices such as orange ju ice , apple ju ice , o r grape ju ice? (Do 
not coun t punch, Kool-A id. sports drinks , o r o the r fru it- f la v o red 
drinks .)

A. I did no t d rin k 100% fru it ju ice during the past 7 
days
B. 1 to 3 tim es during the past 7 days
C. 4 to 6 tim es during the past 7 days
D. 1 tim e per day
E. 2 tim es per day
F. 3 tim es per day
G. 4 or more tim es per day

74. During the past 7 days, how many tim es did you ea t fruit? 
(Do not coun t fru it ju ice .)

A. I did not eat fru it during the past 7 days
B. 1 to 3 tim es during the past 7 days
C. 4 to 6 tim es during the past 7 days
D. 1 tim e per day
E. 2 tim es per day
F. 3 tim es per day
G. 4 or more tim es per day

75. During the past 7 days, how many tim es did you ea t green 
salad?

A. I did no t eat green salad during the past 7 days
B. 1 to 3 tim es during the past 7 days
C. 4 to 6 tim es during the past 7 days
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D. 1 tim e per day
E. 2 tim es per day
F. 3 tim es per day
G. 4 o r more tim es per day

76. During the past 7 days, how many tim es did you ea t 
potatoes? (Do not coun t french fries, fried pota toes, o r po ta to 
ch ips .)

A. I did no t eat pota toes during the past 7 days
B. 1 to 3 tim es during the past 7 days
C. 4 to 6 tim es during the past 7 days
D. 1 tim e per day
E. 2 tim es per day
F. 3 tim es per day
G. 4 o r more tim es per day

77. During the past 7 days, how many tim es did you ea t 
carrots?

A. I did not eat carro ts during the past 7 days
B. 1 to 3 tim es during the past 7 days
C. 4 to 6 tim es during the past 7 days
D. 1 tim e per day
E. 2 tim es per day
F. 3 tim es per day
G. 4 or more tim es per day

78. During the past 7 days, how many tim es did you ea t other 
vegetables? (Do not coun t green salad, pota toes, o r ca rro ts .)

A. I did no t eat o the r vegetab les during the past 7 
days
B. 1 to 3 tim es during the past 7 days
C. 4 to 6 tim es during the past 7 days
D. 1 tim e per day
E. 2 tim es per day
F. 3 tim es per day
G. 4 or more tim es per day

79. During the past 7 days, how many glasses of m ilk  did you 
drink? (Inc lude the m ilk you drank in a glass o r cup, from  a 
carton , o r w ith cereal. Count the ha lf p in t o f m ilk served a t school 
as equal to one glass.)

A. I did not d rin k m ilk during the past 7 days
B. 1 to 3 glasses during the past 7 days
C. 4 to 6 glasses during the past 7 days
D. 1 glass per day
E. 2 glasses per day
F. 3 glasses per day
G. 4 o r more glasses per day

The next 7 questions ask about physical activity.

80. On how many o f the past 7 days did you exercise o r 
pa rtic ipa te in physical a c tiv ity fo r at least 20 m inutes that 
made you sweat and breathe hard, such as baske tba ll,
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soccer, running, swimming laps, fast bicycling, fast dancing, or 
similar aerobic activities?

A. 0 days
B. 1 day
C. 2 days
D. 3 days
E .4 days
F. 5 days
G. 6 days
H. 7 days

81. On how many of the past 7 days did you participate in 
physical activity for at least 30 m inutes that did not make you 
sweat or breathe hard, such as fast walking, slow bicycling, 
skating, pushing a lawn mower, or mopping floors?

A. 0 days
B. 1 day
C. 2 days
D. 3 days
E. 4 days
F. 5 days
G. 6 days
H. 7 days

82. On how many of the past 7 days did you do exercises to 
strengthen or tone your muscles, such as push-ups, sit-ups, 
or weight lifting?

A. 0 days
B. 1 day
C. 2 days
D. 3 days
E. 4 days
F. 5 days
G. 6 days
H. 7 days

83. On an average school day, how many hours do you watch 
TV?

A. I do not watch TV on an average school day
B. Less than 1 hour per day
C. 1 hour per day
D. 2 hours per day
E. 3 hours per day
F. 4 hours per day
G. 5 or more hours per day

84. in an average week when you are in school, on how many 
days do you go to physical education (PE) classes?

A. 0 days
B. 1 day
C. 2 days
D. 3 days
E. 4 days
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85. During an average physical education (PE) class, how many 
minutes do you spend actually exercising or playing sports?

A. I do not take PE
B. Less than 10 minutes
C. 10 to 20 minutes
D. 21 to 30 minutes
E. 31 to 40 minutes
F. 41 to 50 minutes
G. 51 to 60 minutes
H. More than 60 minutes

86. During the past 12 months, on how many sports teams did 
you play? (Include any teams run by your school or community 
groups.)

A. 0 teams
B. 1 team
C. 2 teams
D. 3 or more teams

The next question asks about AIDS education.

87. Have you ever been taught about AIDS or HIV infection in 
school?

A. Yes
B. No
C. Not sure

F. 5 days

T h is  is  th e  e n d  o f  th e  s u rv e y . 

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  fo r  y o u r  h e lp .

*
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H ono ra b le F red D yson 
House o f R epresen ta tives 
State C a p ito l -  R oom  104 
Juneau, A K  99801 -1182

R e - H ouse H ES com m itte e hea ring on H B  40S 

D ea r R ep resen ta tive D yson :

I .  I n t r o d u c t i o n

T w o  issues arose d u r in g the hea ring in the House HES com m itte e on H B 408 , he ld 
on A p r i l 11, 2002 w h ic h  re q u ire some fu r th e r c la r if ic a t io n . Those issues are:

A . W h a t are the consequences fo r teachers and o the r schoo l d is tr ic t employees 
w ho d is rega rd the a n o n ym ity and c o n fid e n t ia l ity  p ro tec tio ns con ta ined in H B  408 i f  

passed?

B. W ha t is the e ffe c t o f  the case re fe rred to as the “ N ew  Jersey case”  on A la ska 

law  g o ve rn in g s tuden t surveys?

I I .  S h o r t  A n s w e r

A . T he consequences fo r teachers and o the r schoo l d is tr ic t em p loyees w ho 
d is rega rd the p ro te c tio n s fo r students and fam ilie s in H B  408 in c lu d e em p loyee d is c ip lin e  
and, fo r c e r t if ie d  te a ch in g s ta ff, the po te n tia l fo r a fin d in g  o f an e th ica l o r teach ing 
prac tices v io la t io n  b y the P ro fess iona l Teach ing Practices C om m is s io n (P TPC ) re su ltin g 
in the po te n tia l fo r re vo ca tio n o r suspension o f the ce rtif ic a te in ce rta in c ircum stances. In 
add it io n a p u b lic  se rvan t m ay be charged w ith  a m isdem eano r c rim e unde r AS 11 ..56.860.

B . In the N ew  Jersey case, C .N .  e t  o l . v. R i d g e w o o d  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n , an 
appeals co u rt rem anded the case back to the tr ia l cou rt fo r fu r th e r ev idence o f the 
vo lu n ta ry na tu re o f  a studen t su rvey the tr ia l cou rt fo und to be vo lu n ta ry w ith o u t a tr ia l. 
The N ew  Jersey appea ls co u rt d id no t d ispu te o r change the tr ia l c o u r t ’ s lega l conc lu s ion 
tha t the fede ra l w r it te n  pa ren ta l consent p ro v is io n w o u ld not app ly to a vo lu n ta ry and

and
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anonym ous su rvey . W h ile  th is case serves as a g u id e lin e  in re v ie w in g  s tuden t su rv e y 
procedures it does n o t serve as lega l p receden t in A la s ka and is n o t re le v a n t to a 
vo lu n ta ry su rvey as described in H B  408.

I I I .  A n a l y s i s

A .  S t a f f  C o n s e q u e n c e s

The leg is la tu re has p re v io u s ly p ro v id e d fo r bo th em p lo yee and c e r t if ic a t io n  
consequences i f  a teache r o r o the r s ta f f m em be r fa ils to fo l lo w  the requ irem en ts 
con ta ined in FIB 408 i f  passed in to law . In a d d it io n , a person w h o is o r has been a p u b lic 
servan t m ay be cha rged w ith  a Class A  m isdem eano r fo r m isuse o f  c o n fid e n tia l 
in fo rm a tio n as de fin ed in A S  J. 1.56.860.

U n de r cu rre n t A la s k a la w  tw o g o ve rn in g bod ies are re spons ib le fo r ensu rin g 
com p liance w ith  app lic ab le ru le s by the ce rtif ic a te d s ta f f o f a schoo l d is tr ic t . F irs t, the 
schoo l d is tr ic t is au tho rized to d ism iss a teacher, even i f  tenu red , fo r subs ta n tia l 
noncom p lia n ce w ith  the schoo l law s o f the state ( in c lu d in g  A S  14 .03 .110 ) the regu la tio n s 
o r by law s o f the depa rtm en t, the b y law s o f the d is tr ic t , o r the w r it te n  ru le s o f the 
supe rin tenden t unde r A S 14 .20 .170 (a )(3 ). A  teacher is d e fin e d to in c lu d e a ll c e r t if ie d  
schoo l s ta ff. A  teache r w h o has no t acqu ired tenure r ig h ts is sub je c t to non re te n tio n fo r 
the schoo l yea r fo l lo w in g  the e xp ira t io n o f the teacher's co n tra c t fo r any cause th a t the 
d is tr ic t de te rm ines to be adequate unde r A S 14.20 .175 .

Second, d is c ip lin a ry ac tio n m ay be im posed b y the P ro fe ss iona l T ea ch in g 
Practices C om m is s io n (P TPC ) i f  a schoo l d is tr ic t d id  n o t act to address a v io la t io n  o f a 
schoo l law  such as H B  408 . The PTPC m ay re vo ke o r suspend a teach in g ce rt if ic a te  i f  a 
teacher fa ils to com p ly su b s ta n tia lly w ith  the schoo l law s o f the state o r i f  the PTPC 
dete rm ines tha t the re has been a v io la t io n  o f e th ica l o r p ro fe ss io na l standards unde r 
A S 14.20 .030 in c lu d in g  a v io la t io n  o f an e th ica l standard . The e th ica l standards in c lu d e a 
requ irem en t tha t teachers “ keep in con fid e nce in fo rm a tio n  th a t has been ob ta ined in the 
course o f p ro v id in g  p ro fess io na l se rv ice , un less d is c lo su re serves a com p e llin g  
p ro fess iona l pu rpose o r is re qu ire d b y la w ”  unde r 4 A A C  10 .020 (8 ).

In a dd it io n , a p u b lic  se rvan t m ay be charged w ith  a C lass A  m isdem eano r fo r the 
c rim e o f m isuse o f co n fid e n tia l in fo rm a tio n  i f  the pe rson (1 ) learns co n fid e n tia l 
in fo rm a tio n  th ro ugh em p lo ym en t as a p u b lic  se rvan t and (2 ) w h ile  in o f f ic e  o r a fte r 
le a v in g o ffic e , uses the c o n fid e n tia l in fo rm a tio n  fo r pe rsona l ga in o r in  a m anne r no t 
connected w ith  the pe rfo rm ance o f o f f ic ia l du tie s o th e r than b y  g iv in g  sw o rn te s tim o n y 
o r ev idence in a lega l p ro ceed in g in con fo rm ance w ith  a co u rt o rde r. T h is c r im e as w e ll
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as the em p loyee and teach in g p rac tices standards appear to be adequate p ro te c tio n s fo r 
students and fam ilie s fe a r fu l o f an unau tho rize d breach o f c o n f id e n t ia l ity  in connec tion 
w ith  the a dm in is tra tio n o f a vo lu n ta ry and anonym ous su rv e y .1

B .  T h e  E ffe c t o f t h e  N e w  J e r s e y  C a s e  i n  A l a s k a

H ea rin g te s tim on y be fo re the com m itte e on H B  40S in c lu d ed re fe rences to a N ew 
Jersey case tha t cha lle nged the adm in is tra tio n o f a s tuden t su rvey in tha t state unde r 
fede ra l law . A  fede ra l tr ia l co u rt had de te rm ined p r io r to tr ia l tha t the sp e c ific studen t 
su rvey had no t v io la te d s ta tu to ry o r co n s titu tio n a l requ irem en ts because i t was 
anonym ous and vo lu n ta ry . A n  appeals co u rt then reve rsed the dec is io n because the 
d is tr ic t co u rt had n o t p e rm itte d adequate d is co ve ry be fo re reach ing its summ a ry 
conc lus ion .

The U .S . C ou rt o f A ppea ls fo r the 3 rd C irc u it dec is io n has resu lted in some 
con fu s io n abou t its a p p lic a b il i ty  to H B  408. The re s tr ic tio n s p laced on studen t surveys 
b y the P ro te c tio n o f P u p il R ig h ts Am endm en t (P .P .R .A .) , 20 U .S .C . 1232h p ro v id e tha t 
paren ta l consen t m us t be secured p r io r to re q u ir in g p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f a studen t in a su rvey 
i f  the su rvey addresses ce rta in sub jec ts . In C . N .  e t  a l . v. R i d g e w o o d  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  
No . 01 -1637 (D ec . 10, 2001 ) the appeals co u rt reversed and rem anded the case no t 
because there was a p a r t ic u la r p ro b lem  w ith  the su rve y bu t because the lo w e r c o u r t ’ s 
dec is io n was reached b y sum m a ry ju d gm e n t w ith o u t adequate d is co ve ry . The co u rt 
remanded the case because d is co ve ry had no t been pe rm itte d b y the c o u rt to de te rm ine 
w he the r the studen ts w e re adequa te ly in fo rm ed tha t the su rvey was “ v o lu n ta ry and 
anonym ous ”  o r w he th e r the students were requ ired to take the su rvey . (T h e o the r 
cons ide ra tio n upon rem and w i l l be tha t, i f  the su rvey was requ ired , was the requ ired 
p a rtic ip a tio n in com p lia n ce w ith  boa rd p o lic y  to de te rm ine w he the r the board is im m une 
from  su it.)

The d is tr ic t co u rt case, C .N .  e t  a l . v. R i d g e w o o d  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n , 146
F .Supp.2d 528 (D .N .J . 2001 ) had d ism issed the m a tte r w ith o u t tr ia l on a de te rm ina tio n 
that, unde r the PPRA , i f  the su rvey was “ vo lu n ta ry and anonym ous ”  the PPRA was not 
app licab le and w r it te n  pa ren ta l consen t was no t necessary. T he ru lin g  o f the appeals 
cou rt does no t a ffe c t th a t le ga l ana lys is . Thus the case docs no t have a bearing on the 
cu rren t state law  o r the p roposed changes in H B  408.

1 In addition to the consequences described, a case pending before the United States Supreme Com I, G o n z a g u  
U n iv e r s it y  v. D o e  ('Case No. 01-679/ will decide whether parents or students have individual rights under the Family Education Records Privacy Act, that can be enforced through federal civil rights lawsuits. It is unclear, however, whether an anonymous survey falls within this federal act.
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W h ile  these cases serve as a g u id e lin e in re v ie w in g  studen t su rvey procedures it 
does n o t serve as lega l p receden t in A la ska and is no t re le van t to a vo lu n ta ry su rvey as 
described in H B  408 .

S ince re ly ,

B R U C E  M . B O T E L H O

cc: Rep. Peggy W ils o n
Rep. John C o g h il l 

Rep. V ic  I 'o h r in g  
Rep. G a ry Stevens 
Rep. Sharon C issna 
Rep. R egg ie Jou le
E lm e r L in d s trom , D epu ty C omm iss io ne r, D ep 't o f  H ea lth &  Soc ia l Serv ices 
T e ri C am pbe ll, L e g is la t iv e  L ia iso n , D ep 't o f E duca tio n &  E a r ly D eve lo pm en t



Anchorage P rA on HB 408

Subject: Anchorage PTA on HB 408 
Date: Wed, 24 Apr 2002 13:00:36 -0800 
From: "Jessica Paris" <parisj@mail.jsd .k l2.ak.us>
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

> S t a t u s :  U
> T o :  p a r i s j @ j s d . k l 2 . a k . u s
> D a t e :  W ed , 1 7  A p r  2 0 0 2  1 5 : 3 1 : 1 7  - 0 4 0 0
> S u b j e c t : R e :  H B 4 0 8
> M I M E - V e r s i o n :  1 . 0
> X - J u n o - L i n e - B r e a k s : 0 , 5 - 9
> X - J u n o - A t t :  0
> X - J u n o - R e f P a r t s : 0
> F r o m :  R e b e c c a  A  O H a r a  < r e b o h a r a @ j u n o . c o m >
>
> J e s s i c a ,
> T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  w e .  T h e  A n c h o r a g e  C o u n c i l  o f  P T A s  s u p p o r t s  
> p a s s i v e  p e r m i s s i o n . H o w e v e r ,  we a r e  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t s  t a k e  
> t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  s e r i o u s l y  t o  a l e r t  p a r e n t s  o f  w h e r e ,  w h e n ,  a n d  w h a t  
> k i n d  o f  s u r v e y s  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a t  s c h o o l .  I  h a v e  
> a l e r t i n g  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  p o s i t i o n .
> S i n c e r e l y ,
> R e b e c c a  O ' H a r a  
> V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  L e g i s l a t i o n  
> A n c h o r a g e  C o u n c i l  o f  P T A s  
>
>
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