


Denali Kid Care
< 8  /

Subject: Denali Kid Care

Date: Sat, 02 Feb 2002 18:52:38 -0900 

From: T o m  Conley <prophet@ptialaska.net>

To: Fred Dyson < Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D y s o n ,  , T h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  H B  3 6 7  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  

r e d u c t i o n  o f  i n c o m e  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  f r o m  2 0 0 %  

to 1 5 0 %  o f  t h e  p o v e r t y  l e v e l  is d i s t r e s s i n g .  T h e  p r o g r a m  h a s  p r o v e d  a  r e a l  

b o o n  to  t h e  w o r k i n g  p o o r  w h o  o f t e n  h o l d  j o b s  w i t h  l i m i t e d  b e n e f i t s  a n d  w h o  

t h e r e f o r e  h a v e  l i m i t e d  a b i l i t y  t o  s e c u r e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n .  S i n c e  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  n o w  q u a l i f y  d u r i n g  b o t h  p r e n a t a l  a n d  

p o s t n a t a l  l i f e ,  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  h a r m  to  t h e m  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n  is  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

T h o u g h  t h e  d e l e t i o n  o f  t h e s e  7 0 0 0  c h i l d r e n  a n d  7 0 0  p r e g n a n t  m o t h e r s  f r o m  

t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  l i s t  m a y  s t a n d  t o  s a v e  t h e  s t a t e  s o m e  f u n d s  i n  t h e  s h o r t  

term, i t s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s a d d l i n g  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h  l o n g  t e r m  c o s t s  f o r  t h e  c a r e  

of  c h r o n i c a l l y  i l l  c h i l d r e n  a n d  y o u n g  a d u l t s  is s i g n i f i c a n t .  T h e  p r o g r a m  

h a s  p r o v e d  b o t h  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  h u m a n e  a t  a q u i t e  r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t .  It  is 

e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  e l i g i b i l i t y  is l i k e l y  t o  s a v e  t h e  s t a t e  

a b o u t  $8 t o  $ 8 . 5  m i l l i o n  a n n u a l l y  ( t h e  b u l k  of  t h e  p r o g r a m  b e i n g  f e d e r a l l y  

f u n d e d ) . T h e  u p s i d e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l  i n  s h o r t - t e r m  s a v i n g s  c a n  i n  n o  w a y  

o f f s e t  t h e  d o w n s i d e  o f  l o n g - t e r m  e x p e n s e .  T h e r e  is n o  w a y  t o  c a l c u l a t e  t h e  

c o s t  i n  h u m a n  t e r m s  o f  c o u r s e ,  n o r  w o u l d  I try, b u t  it  is t h e  b o t t o m  l i n e .

I w o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  u r g e  y o u  n o t  t o  e n a c t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l . _  ^

S i n c e r e l y ,

T h o m a s  L  C o n l e y , M D . F A A P  // P e d i a t r i c i a n ,  S i t k a
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P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  M e s s a g e

C on ta c t  y o u r  n e a re s t  L e g is la tiv e  in fo rm ation  O ffice  to  s en d  y o u r  POM
This form m us t b e  com p le te ly  filled  out. You m ay  phone , fax, o r d e liv e r y o u r P O M  to a n y  L IO .

F r o m : P le a s e  PRINT the information be low . This form  must be signed b y  the sender.  
Mr. / Ml. / Mrs. ___________

f f \ S -  jrtrHA ,,
Ml. last rum*

N f  I H & - I  I
Jr. /S r . I I I

Group iMmw (if ■ppticaM*) Oiytlm* Ultphoot numOfr

MtUing addrais

Residence (st/eel) address KJdllTerenl from maHing address rjip COdC
Enma address Signalure

^ 7 . ̂ J q lS L P  .
To: Put a VIn the appropriate box(es).

Committees House members Senate members

H o rS Borkowltz (ber) Kerttula (ker) Austerman (aus)
Community & RegionalAffalrs (era) Bunde (bun) Kohring (koh) Cowdery (coy)

f Financo (fin) Chenault (che) Kookesh (ko9) Davis (dab)
Health, Ed., 4 Social Services (hes) V Cissna (cis) Kott (kot) Donley (don)
Judiciary (jud) V Ĉô hlH (cog) Lancaster (Inc) Ellis (ell)
Labor a Commerce (18c) Crawford (erf) Masek (mas) Elton (eH)
Resources (res) Croft (cro) McGuire (meg) Green (gre)
Rules (ris) / Davies (dav) Meyer (moy) Halford (hal)
State Affairs (sta) V Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor) Hoffman (hof)
Transportation (tra) Fate (fht) Moses (mos) Kelly (kep)
Other Foster (fos) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)
Other: Green (gm) Murkowskl (mur) Lincoln (lin)

Guess (guo) Ogan (oga) Olson (ots)
Caucuses Halcro (hac) Porter (por) Phillip (phi)

Anchorage (age) Harris (har) Rokeberg (rotr) Stevens (sle)
Bush (bus) Hayes (hay) ''Scatzi (scl) Tayior (lay)
Fairbanks/Interior (ini) Hudson (hud) \/ Stevens (stv) Therriault (thr)
Matsu (mat) / James (jam) Whitaker (whl) Torgerson (tor)
Majority (mjr) s i Joule (Jou) Williams (wil) Ward (war)
Minority (mnr) Kapsner (kap) Wilson (wts) Wilke n (wlk)

i b je d :  Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
(H^/fifSB BUI number

X
Support

and  check one: Oppose
Amend

O R  enter a  genera l Subject 
(LIO sta ff m ay modify) :

M essage: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.
X  fhVcCarvj u nppc-fvC-L 4 o 'oec/iu .^e \V \< ; rx \ P  4 c 'W ln i1 ](iTfVn \clo iCi(_PVWL. f \ r \ c l 4 o  4VtDse.

1 10 : 
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\A<4 tiwAC.e lt'. V£»dC/XV* U Y aS  F*w O \c. (X n i'cpob

/ 20 Vva^n^o'cwJL
~LW . 1 m u \V\UDVTUJL f pv

' 2 5

M  o fo r* .
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P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  M e s s a g e
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) c >  l i G O e u r
Group affiliation (if applcatfi) T f f i t m
Walling fddrttî /
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Stfnitur#

^ I r w ] 3 -  ia-

To: Put a Vin the appropriate box(es). /
^  i/ . . ..... .

Committees Z Z  Hobse members Senate members

H o rS Borkowftz (ber) Kerttula (ker) Austerman (aus)
Community & Regional Affairs (era) Bunde (txjn) [ / 'Kohring (koh) Cowdory (coy)
Finance (fin) Chenault (che) Kookesh (kos) Davis (dab)
Health, Ed.,&Soclal Services (hos) 1 / Clssna (els) Kott(kot) Donley (don)
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P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  M e s s a g e
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M essag e : Y ou r P R IN T ED  m e s s a g e  c a n n o t  e x c e e d  50 w o rd s  o r  c o n ta in  a n y  v u lg a r  la n g u a g e .

i  n n z x J h 'S  b i l l / M ’m i e n n j  -h u r ) f lh t lc U c n  5

n w  r / 4  Q n t i I f  4 k s S c h / o x LuO f t f d  A ’0

A m m l t . / ;  /< V :u (d h a U >  Cl i / u n  h c u // h A < /  / K u d
f o t d J h & u f h r  T Y lij i )  ( I d  o l d r t r i / l 1 m u r  ,/w) 

C  / / /  0< .
i  m - I t v n k  h h t n k /  J ' a t n o (U u c it j P c n p . f h / i b  S JG U
^ Y lc W f-U S . w o n  I d

I /  7
h  f  n d n  J h n w o t ' U  t / ?

S M O i c U < W  U - f S L a p  / / u / { i d



/I United Urn1 Community Partnership SU C C ESS B Y
P.O. Box 141689 Anchorage, AK  99514-1689 
3350 Commercial Drive. Suite 203 
Phone: (907) 563-1923 Fax: (907) 563-1959 
probinso@childcareconnection.org

U :'B

February 22, 2002

Dear House H E S S  Member:

Enclosed is a resolution approved via email by the Success B y  6 

Governance Board, supporting funding for Denali KidCare at the Current 

Level. I emailed you a draft copy of this resolution last Wednesday 

afternoon in time for your committee hearing on February 21st.

Thank you for holding the bill in committee.

Sincerely,

Peggy Robinson, Director

enclosure

mailto:probinso@childcareconnection.org


A United. Way Community Partnership

P.O. B o x  141689 Anchorage, A K  99514-1689 

3350 Commercial Drive, Second Floor 

Phone: (907) 563-1923 Fax: (907) 563-1959
Email: probinso@childcareconnection.org

Resolution in Support o f  Funding for Denali KidCare at the Current Level
2002-4

Whereas, in 1996 more than one out of every three children 17 years old or younger in the 

United States were not covered by private health insurance; and

Whereas, in 1997 Congress adopted the State Child Health Insurance Program (S-CHIP), which 

allows states to access federal Medicaid funds to provide insurance for uninsured children in 

working and non-working families. Approximately 7 1 %  of the cost is from the federal 

government; and

Whereas, Denali KidCare, as Alaska’s CHIP, began offering health care insurance coverage 

March 1, 1999 to uninsured Alaskan children and to pregnant Alaskan women; and

Whereas, m a n y  employers are not able to pay for dependent health care insurance due to 

continuously rising costs1,2, nor are the employees able to afford the coverage as employers shift 

more or all of the costs to the employees3; and

Whereas, a family of four qualifies if their family income is less than $44,140 per year ($3678 

per month); and

Whereas, between its inception and June 2000, over 15,000 additional Alaskan children from 

low-income working families have health insurance through Denali KidCare4; and

Whereas, the availability of Denali KidCare has allowed parents formerly on welfare to obtain 

paying jobs without fear of loosing coverage for their children; and

Whereas, insured children are more likely to receive well-baby/well-child care, adequate and 

timely immunizations, and have health care problems discovered and treated earlier; and

Whereas, for every dollar spent on prenatal care, more than three are saved in lower costs for 

treating the consequences of low birth weight and prematurity5; and

1 Alaskan businesses report a 10% increase in premium rates from 2001 to 2002. Credit Suisse First Boston, 2 0 0 2  Benefit M anager Survey, 15 
January 2002,34.
2 The percentage of Anchorage employers paying the full cost of benefits for their employees has decreased by over 50% in the lust 8 years for 
businesses with more tlrnn 50 employees, to about 20%. Catherine Schumacher, Anchorage Access to Hea lth  C a re  C oa lit ion  H ea lth  Insu rance  
Benefits Su rvey , September 2001.
3 At least 30% of surveyed Anchorage businesses pay none of the dependent health insurance premium costs. The uvcragc additional dependent
premiums cost $340 per month. Ibid.

Alaska Department of Health and Social Services, W elfa re  Re fo rm  Status R epo rt 2 0 0 0 , available from 
ww\v.liss.state.Alaska.iis/nuhlications/3nni)rcnort.ndf: accessed 20 September 2001.

SUCCESS EY HI ®

mailto:probinso@childcareconnection.org


Whereas, early and consistent prenatal care decreases the risk of death or disability for both the 

mother and child;

Whereas, uninsured Alaskans are more likely to use expensive emergency room services and to 

have more serious health problems once they do get treatment; and

Whereas, non-profit health care providers have experienced a continual rise in uncompensated 

care. For example, Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center has experienced an increase of 4 3 %  

from 1997-2000 ($646,000)6; and

Whereas, the current cost per year to the State of Alaska for Denali KidCare is $552 per child 

and $4580 per pregnant w o m a n  and newborn cliild until 2 months old; and

Whereas, if the change in eligibility from 2 0 0 %  of Federal Poverty Level to 150% goes into 

effect, it is estimated that 3821 children and 722 pregnant w o m e n  and newborns will lose health 

care coverage; and

Whereas, the State of Alaska will save approximately $5 million dollars, but will give up almost 

$12 million in matching Federal funds;

Whereas, these 4543 Alaskan will increase the pressure on health providers for uncompensated 

care; and

Whereas, absences from school and undiagnosed or untreated hearing, vision, dental, or health 

problems negatively affect the children’s ability to learn and increase the schools’ costs for 

remediation;

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Success B y  6 Governance Board strongly urges the Alaska 

Legislature to continue to accept Alaskans with up to 2 0 0 %  of the Federal Poverty Rate for ine 

Denali KidCare Program.

Approved via email distribution by the Success B y  6 Governance Board on February 20,2002.

Ernie Hall, Chair

5 Center for Health Economics Research, Access To Health Care, 1993.6 Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center, Newsletter .June/July 2001, page 2.
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« 3 - y j/ u h :  Câ  ^  h w y x s d ic f l .^ ( j^ q  ' f  i 5 . C t fJ K L y  ^ f u u d y u c

J ) La -Y - T % a - u ?  s. K o  ^  5 d - ! r \ f l  ^ i ^ c e j y i  c - u f o i~ L O n S  ^ L b o - u S '

u ^ h o  < q ^ t x J i s h - 0 - , ^ 0 A

1 0 7

X^yf'e ^ASlJZ-r-y V  'C(a-&eJb-A« tn d>l dcK<jy
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6'̂ d-AA-ê —A-Qsvj / / —,/v_̂  (J—̂ ~c-x_> y^> O

, 3 3  Vv^?- ^ t A ^ c  c . ^ a r  u h a  v - k * > Y ~ s >  d ^ P s e ( £  ^  /
a ^ u u  U ^ Y 't v  c iY ^ - c + - ^ L y j^ ~ i  V - ^ x _  0

fc>« S . ^ t * -  o -p t r v - J * )  Yo t4 C  ^ -BTo-aSs. e , ^  Cs
( A - t r ^  { > r j i d a  w \  t t ' ^ t y J t U j  < ^ s \  & tO /< L a <j> ^ / C J .  /j j  *

k ' r Y o  c {  t^Uj (LLsrJiJc_ w ivv t /
' " ■ '  t = 4 ^  ■ ^ ■ ' ' 1- '- ' , i :  " 3  / ’ . ' - -



c2<

7  ̂ L d j  d& rd .c$ j@ S L'^Q _ Y&

,R  u . m ^ .  m J g  f e ^ . _ ,  „ „ r  X X X  * ^ 7

* * V  X v X ^  w a ju  d - A ^ ^
r^ v iL V( / \ ^ v £ _  . ( A j ^  \ ^ 2_ ^

J l Q y V ^ J L f  <XS^ 5  &-&~y\ <5Tsr ^?  £) 9-£ ib ( - C . •

f c \  ^  5? e  ' ( l$ - ^ > \ . ^ L i - J L - r ?  L j ch^ \ U > T ? v O /  A n  c t z - r ^ y  ^  ^  ' ^ 9
t f A /  U J - A o  _ i ^ u u l ^ S r  V u ^ (^ .
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HB 367 - Bill locut Dennli Kid Care

Subject: H B  367 - Bill to cut Denali Kid Care 

Date: Wed, 20 Feb 2002 21:38:29 -0500 

From: "Candace Winkler" <candacewinkler@hotmail.ccm>

To: Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak, Reprcsentative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us

February 20,2002Dear HESS committee members,I am writing to express my concern over the HB367 proposal to make cuts in the Denali KidCare budget. The proposal would effectively cut mental health ser .’ices to 375-400 of Alaska's children and medical services to 4,000-7,000 Alaskan families. As a mental health professional these cuts are disturbing, as 1 understand the long-term consequenses that occur to individuals and communities when health and mental health needs go unmet.Nationwide, the amount of mental health problems among even our youngest children is at an all time high. The agency I work for recently surveyed child care providers in Alaska and found that their primary training and consultation needs revolve around serving children who experience emotional and behavioial health problems. If these children and their families can’t have access to basic mental health services at an early age, they are very likely to develop permanent mental health illnesses as adults that often cause a much greater burden upon society than dollars spent on preventive services, such as D K C.I strongly urge you to vote against this bill and vote to protect Alaska’s vulnerable children and families. Thank you for your time and consideration.Sincerely,Candace Winkler, M PA MSW 622 M. Street, #A Anchorage, AK 99501

Join the world’s largest e-mail service with M S N  Hotmail. C lick Here

2/21/2002 4:52 PM
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Written Testimony for the 

House H E S S  Committee

Presented by: Trudy Anderson 

February 11,2002

M y  name is Trudy Anderson. I a m  the Consumer Awareness Manager of the Alaska Native 

Health Board (ANHB). A N H B  is a statewide non-profit corporation that was established more than 

30 years ago for the purpose of “promoting the spiritual, physical, mental, social and cultural well­

being and pride of Alaska Native people.” The Board of Directors of A N H B  include Alaska Native 

regional and village health providers from across the State. In most cases, these organizations are the 

only health care providers for their region, serving both Alaska Natives and non-Natives w h o  would 

otherwise have virtually no access to health care services.

I a m  going to provide m y  testimony in three parts: 1) A n  overview of the Alaska Native 

Statewide Health Care Delivery System; 2) A n  overview of the funding provided for operating the 

programs, functions, services, and activities throughout the health care delivery system; 3) A n  

overview of Denali Kid Care, and; 4) The effects of IHS Beneficiaries use of the Denali Kid Care 

Program.
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Overview of The Alaska Native Statewide Health Care Delivery System
The heart of the Alaska Native Health System is the 468 Community Health Aides working in 

178 village clinics throughout rural Alaska. The IHS beneficiaries in remote villages do not have 

daily access to physician care. They rely on the medical attention of the Health Aide.

There are six regional hospitals operated by the following Native regional organizations. They 

are: Maniilaq, Inc. located in Kotzebue, Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation located in Bethel, 

Norton Sound Health Corporation located in Nome, Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation located in 

Dillingham, Arctic Slope Native Association located in Barrow, and Southeast Alaska Regional 

Health Consortium located in Sitka.

The Alaska Native Health Care Delivery System consists of both consortiums and 

individually operated service units. A  typical consortium infrastructure includes village clinics, 

possibly several sub-regional clinics, and a regional hospital. The rural health organizations typically 

serve areas as sole community providers. They may also serve the entire population, regardless of 

race.

The Alaska Native Medical Center ( A N M C )  is located in Anchorage and provides essential 

tertiary care, acute care and specific statewide health services for all Indian Health Service 

beneficiaries. The Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium and Southcentral Foundation jointly 

manage the facilities that provide the full continuum of care within the Alaska Native Health 

Campus.

The A K  Native Health System reflects levels of care available within the village, the regional 

hospitals, and the Alaska Native Medical Center (ANMC), located in Anchorage. The Mcdivac is 

essential to receive the next step up of care from the village to the regional hospita . If the case is 

deemed serious enough, a Medivac can be directed from the village straight to A N M C .  There are
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Medivac cail-outs from Regional Hospitals to A N M C ,  and also from A N M C  to more specialized 

hospitals in the lower-48.

Overview O f  Funding

With the construction of the new Alaska Native Medical Center and the Primary Care Center, 

there is a perception that Alaska Native Health Services are amply funded. The reality is that the 

system is significantly under-funded. Indian people have long experienced disproportionately low 

health status and a large gap in health care resources compared to other Americans. Recently, 

Congress requested a health status and resource deficiency report for each Indian tribe or service unit. 

The IHS charged a Level of Need Funded (LNF) Workgroup to develop the necessary methodology. 

This report, published April 2001, states that Alaska is only funded at 6 1 %  of the total need compared 

to the Federal Employee Health Benefits Package. It is important to know that the S C H I P  funds are 

100% reimbursed by the federal government and is included in this percentage.

Overview of Denali KidCare

The Denali KidCare Program is cheap - $552 per year, per child in State funds. To save the 

Alaska Legislature money by reducing the Denali KidCare Program would actively harm people 

receiving care - by eliminating services for pregnant w o m e n  and children and cutting reimbursement 

to providers, which will reduce access. Denali KidCare provides insurance to pregnant w o m e n  and 

children that have no other access to health care services. Reducing the program would be a huge 

detriment to the health of A'nskan citizens.

Alaskan children and pregnant w o m e n  need this program as it makes it possible for them to 

obtain health insurance, which would, otherwise, be impossible. In addition, it is a program for the 

low-income “working poor”, and meets the basic need for Alaska parents to be able to provide health 

care for their children while working at a low paying job without benefits. Denali KidCare makes it
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possible for families to get off welfare and they can still provide for their children’s health care needs. 

Welfare .eform in Alaska is working successfully to keep people off welfare and cash assistance and 

keeping people off welfare means more money for support services needed by working families such 

as health insurance for children.

As an advocate for Alaska Native Health issues, this proposed cut will affect the Alaska 

Natives enrolled in this program and will deprive them of healthcare, which they otherwise would 

receive if enrolled in the Denali KidCare Program. Specifically, over 3 0 %  currently enrolled in the 

Denali Kidcare Program are Alaska Native w o m e n  and children.

In addition, prenatal care is the single most cost-effective health care expenditure, ensuring 

the best birth outcome for the baby. It is in effect, the best method for assuring a health start for 

Alaskan children.

The Effects of Cutting Denali KidCare Program

H B  367, if adopted by the Legislature, will reduce the income levels for Denali KidCare 

so that 3,821 children and 722 pregnant w o m e n  lose health care coverage. This change will 

save the state $5 million dollars when fully implemented, while giving up $11.9 million in 

Federal Funds.

W H Y  C O V E R  H E A L T H  I N S U R A N C E  F O R  C H I L D R E N ?

■ Health care insurance coverage for children is cheap - $552 per year, per child in state funds.

■ With Denali KidCare, nearly 71 cents of every dollar spent is federal funds; only 29 cents comes 

from state general funds.

■ Services for children enrolled in Denali KidCarc who also are eligible for Tribal Health Services 

are paid for with 100% federal funds.

■ Health care insurance is vital to the wellbeing of Alaska’s children.

“ Children with health care coverage are more likely to receive well-baby/well-child care, adequate

immunizations, and have health care problems discovered early.

■ Denali KidCare helps working families who work in jobs with no benefits to provide health care 

for their children.
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■ The state used part of the $30 million savings from the Medicaid federal match rate change to 

expand coverage for children and pregnant women.

■ Program elimination will result in a huge loss of federal funds for health care.

W H Y  C O V E R  H E A L T H  I N S U R A N C E  F O R  P R E G N A N T  W O M E N ?

■ Prenatal care is the single most cost-effective health care expenditure.

■ Prenatal care ensures the best birth outcome for the baby.

■ Prenatal care is the best method of assuring a healthy start for Alaskan children.

The A la s k a  N a tiv e  H e a lth  B o a rd  e nco urag es  the A la s k a  S tate  L e g is la tu re  n o t to  reduce  the  D e n a li  

K id C a re  P ro g ra m  a n d  th e re fo re  lo w e r  the w e llness o f  A la s k a n s  p re g n a n t w om en a n d  c h ild re n  f o r  the  

b e n e fit o f  f is c a l  co nse rva tio n .
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A l a s k a  W o m e n ’ s  &  C h i l d r e n ’ s  G i n i c
11823 Old Glenn Highway, Suite 110 

Eagle River, AK 99577 
Phone (907) 696-2273 Fax (907) 694-8446

My name is Cynthia Ebolacker. 1 am past president and current board member o f the Alaska 
Nurse Practitioner Association. There aro over 425 nurse practitioners in Alaska. Altogether wc .
care for thousands o f  Denali K id Care patients. 3T cctea h J^ j.

I also own a small private clinio in Eagle River. Sixty rive percent o f  my pediatric patients and 
pregnant women are able to see me because they have Denali Kid Care. Since the K id Care 
insurance came on board in March o f  1 9 9 9 ,1 have seen small miracles happen every day.

We could just look at the practical side o f  this extremely affordable health insurance for children.

•  It doesn’t seem logical to lose $ 1 1.9 million ffcderal aid dollars to save a mere $5 million 
dollars o f state dollars while denying badly needed healthcare to our children.

• In a state with the dubious honor o f  leading the nation with its infant and maternal mortality 
rates, do we really want to deny prenatal care to over 700 women? The cost o f  healthcare for 
very small premature infants is hundreds o f  thousands o f dollars for each baby. You would 
do well to look at the rate o f  premature births among lower income women who qualified for 
Denali Kid Care over the last 3 years. I think you will find a big decrease in numbers o f  
preemie births from the rate prior to  DKC making prenatal care available to hundreds o f  
women.

•  Nearly a third o f  tho Denali dollars have been spent on mental health care for wiiaren. It 
makes sense If you consider that children whose health and development are often neglected 
at a critical early stage, will eventually require more o f our health care dollars to fix problems 
that could have been prevented with early detection and treatment.

But enough o f  strictly pragmatic evidence that Denali has and will continue to be cost effective 
healthcare due to its extremely preventative nature. You have those figures in front o f  you.

W e should put some faces on tho small miracles that Denali has brought us. During the special 
well-baby &  well-child exams called Early Periodic Screening &  Developmental Testing DKC  
children get very comprehensive visits with a modical provider. Often it’s tho first preventative 
care visit thoy'vc ever had. As a result, many serious health care problems have been discovered.

hr my own practice the results havo been amazing and when you multiply tho similar experiences 
by lire number o f  medical practitionors seeing Denali patients -  we have had a great impact on 
health care by Denali Kid Caro.

Take 7yr old Darci, a very advanced Down’s Syndrome child -  sho is one o f  the highest 
functioning Down’s kids that I’ve ever seen. Her language and cognitive and social skills are 
almost normal for her ago level. But 3 years ago this wasn’t the case. When she saw me for a



well-child check-up at the age of 4, she wasn’t talking, she had no energy and seemed very slow 
and severely retarded. At this visit I noticed an unusual heart murmur and I sent her to a 
cardiologist right away. M o m  could afford to see him because the child had Denali Kid Care. 
Within a week she had life clianging cardiac surgery to repair a serious narrowing in her heart 
vessels and within a ftw months she also got the ear tube surgery she needed to stop her chronic 
ear infections - and today sho is a productive young member of society instead of a drain on our 
state’s resources.

Then ihcre’s 9 year old William, who was sent to me for a physical from school because he was 
doing so badly - not focusing, exhibiting acting cut behaviors, looking neglected and seeming 
terribly small for his age. 1 performed an in-depth exam that included hearing testing, blood 
testing for anemia and urine testing. I discovered that he had no ear drums; they had ruptured 
repeatedly as a small child when dad couldn’t afford to bring him for medical care. He was also 
suffering from signs of malnutrition. His single parent dad was almost doafhimself because of he 
lack of hcakhcarc he received for his bad ears as a child. Denali Kid Care helped William get his 
eardrums repaired and he got medicine to treat his anemia. Our clinic rather adopted his fomily 
and this year we helped the family get food and toys and household items that ware donated from 
aroimd town. His teachers have called me to praise his improvements in language and demeanor. 
Ho will bo a much better adjusted member of our future society and he has Denali Kid Care to 
ttinnk for that.

Theso are just two of tho hundreds of stories I could tell. I have sent dozens of children on 
consults for ear surgery, tonsillectomies, hernia repairs, serious developmental delays in speech 
and motor skills, orthopedic surgeries, overwhelming tooth decay and abscesses and severe 
mental health disturbances.

1 could provide you with evidence of the positive outcomes this care has made possible, I keep 
very detailed records. The bottom line is that rather than becoming a continual drain on our 
resources those children actually get better and they require less care down the way.

Tho small investment the state of Alaska makes to provide health care access has had unseen 
benefits and has improved the lives ofwhole ftmilios because their children’s mam'neods are 
identified and met.

Young pregnant women who previously received little preventative care during the critical early 
prenatal stages, now are identified with their first positive pregnancy test, we get them right on 
the program and closely follow them to a safe delivery of a heahhy infant-then we closely 
monitor that infant with well child exams. W e  need to look at tho mortality rates for mothers and 
infants in Anchorage and local communities since Denali Kid Care started.

Before you decide to save a few dollars in the big scheme of things, have you dono your 
homowork to soe what a difference Donali insuranco has made in the lives of thousands of 
Alaskans? W e  can take pride in the program Alaska has devolopcd-it’s for superior to thoso in 
many other states.

Denali Kid Caro is an investment in our future by assuring that today’s children become 
tomorrow’s healthy, productive citizens. It equalizes tho healthcare field so that all of Alaska’s 
children may lead healthier lives-not just the children ofthe privileged few. Raising children 
today without adequate health caro insurance should not be a source ofpride-nor should it be the 
standard that Alaskan children are held to. None of our children should have to suffer physical or 
emotional pain due to a lack of affordablo health care insurance.
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In addition to medical costs, families of individuals with disabilities often face 

higher than normal costs which should be taken into consideration when establishing 

their eligibility for programs such as Denali Kid Care.

♦ Many individuals have special dietary requirements that result in increased 

food costs. Some disabilities limit tho body’s ability to absorb certain 

vitamins and minerals, requiring individual with these disabilities to Jiave 

a diet rich in these nutrients. Some people havo adverse reactions to the 

more inexpensive sources of important nutrients. In extreme cases, gastro­

intestinal conditions and tho side effects of medications may require 

individuals to limit their food intake to expensive liquid diets.

♦ Individuals with disabilities may require special clothing if their bodies do 

not fit into standard clothing; this clothing may only be available through 

specialized firms or might have to be custom made. In either case such 

clothing costs more than clothing available “off the rack.”

♦ Families may incur higher than average utility expenses if a family 

member relics on electric powered devices such as a respirator. Individual 

who are sensitive to small temperature fluctuations may incur higher than 

normal costs for heating and cooling their homes.

♦ Child cave for a child with a disability may be very expensive for the 

family. Child care providers may charge higher rates to care for a child 

with a disability.

All of these items can add up to increased costs to the family of a child with a 

disability, Such costs need to be taken into consideration when establishing the income 

threshold for a program such as Denali Kid Care. While 200 percent of the federal 

poverty level may seem like sufficient income on paper, in reality the additional costs 

which the family must pay may be placing families well under tho poverty level,

Creating Change That Improves The Lives O f People With Disabilities
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According to a State Health Care Briefing Book developed by the National Center 

For Policy Analysis, the cost for prenatal care can be as low as a couple of hundred 

dollars while the average cost of providing medical care to a premature baby is almost 

$20,000 more than the cost of a normal birth, This same briefing points out that 

preventive core is not cost effective if provided to tho entire population but is cost 
cITcclive if targeted to those who cannot access such services without a program such as 

Denali Kid Care.

The 1997 Annual Report of the North Coast Health Ministry based in Lakewood 

Ohio states that even when families making 200 percent of the federal poverty level have 

insurance their coverage is for catastrophic events only. 'Die report further states that it is 

the experience of the North Coast Health Ministry that many patients do not seek out 

preventive care as the cost is too prohibitive, and when people don’t have coverage 

(cither private insurance or Medicaid) they arc forced to utilize emergency room services 

which arc the most expensive form of health care.

W c  must all work together to find reasonable and effective ways to manage 

Medicaid costs, but not by cutting programs when such cuts will force children and 

families into high cost emergency services. Preventive and ongoing services such as 

Denali Kid Care must be provided for those families with the greatest need and least 

access to privato insurance.



FEB-12-02 rut UB:IB PM ANU LEGIS INFO UFO
FAX NO. BUY 2 m  0228 F, 11)

H 6 5 C > 7

S a r a  J .  J a c k s o n  F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  2 0 0 2
S t .  F r a n c i s  H o u s e
3 7 1 0  E .  2 0  A v e n u e  A n c h o r a g e  AK 9 9 5 0 8  
2 2 2 - 7 3 2 3  s j a c k s o n 8 c s s . a k . o r g

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D y s o n  a n d  H ESS  C o m m it t e e :
I  am h e r e  t o d a y  t o  s p e a k  b o t h  i n  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  a  

p e r s o n a l  c a p a c i t y .  1  am t h e  m a n a g e r  o f  S t .  F r a n c i s  H o u s e ,  a  
p r o g r a m  o f  C a t h o l i c  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  t h a t  d e l i v e r s  e m e r g e n c y  
s e r v i c e s  t o  e c o n o m i c a l l y  s t r u g g l i n g  f a m i l i e s ;  a n d ,  I  am a l s o  
t h e  g r a n d m o t h e r  o f  a  b u b b l y ,  g e n e r o u s  1 3  y e a r  o l d  g i r l ,  w ho  
w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  h a v e  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  i f  t h i s  b i l l  p a s s e s  
i n t o  l a w .  I  h a v e  w o r k e d  i n  t h i s  c om m u n ity  f o r  o v e r  3 0  y e a r s ,  
m o s t  o f  t h a t  t im e  f o r  n o n - p r o f i t ,  hum an s e r v i c e  o r i e n t e d  
p r o g r a m s .  I  am g u i l t y  o f  c h o o s i n g  m i s s i o n  o v e r  f i n a n c i a l  
r e w a r d .  F o r  b e t t e r  o r  f o r  w o r s e  my d a u g h t e r  h a s  c h o s e n  t h e  
s am e  p a t h  a n d  h o l d s  a  k e y  p o s i t i o n  i n  a  w e l l  kn ow n  n o n ­
p r o f i t  a g e n c y  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  a  v i t a l  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  i n  
A n c h o r a g e .  S h e  i s  a  s i n g l e  m o t h e r ,  w ho w o r k s  v e r y  h a r d  a n d  
b r i n g s  h om e  $ 1 , 9 4 4  e a c h  m o n th . O u t  o f  '- .h a t  s h e  m u s t  p a y  a n  
$ 8 o o  m o r t g a g e ,  $ 2 0 0  i n  u t i l i t y  p a y m e n t s ,  $ 2 0 0  c a r  p a y m e n t ,  
$ 8 0  c a r  i n s u r a n c e ,  v e h i c l e  g a s  a n d  m a in t e n a n c e ,  f o o d ,  
c l o t h i n g ,  s c h o o l  s u p p l i e s ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  i t e m s ,  f o r  h e r s e l f  
a n d  h e r  d a u g h t e r ,  a n d  m e d i c a l  a n d  p r e s c r i p t i o n  c o - p a y m e n t s .  
T h e r e  i s  n o  c o n c e i v a b l e  w ay  t h a t  s h e  c a n  a f f o r d  t h e  $ 4 5 0  
d e p e n d e n t  p r em iu m  t o  c o v e r  h e r  c h i l d  o n  h e r  a g e n c y ' s  
i n s u r a n c e  p l a n .  S o ,  i f  HB  3 6 7  s h o u l d  p a s s ,  my g r a n d d a u g h t e r  
w i l l  o n c e  a g a i n  b e  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  s h e  h a s  b e e n  i n  m o s t  
o f  h e r  l i f e ;  b a l a n c e d  p r e c a r i o u s l y  on  t h e  t i g h t r o p e  o f  
e x i s t e n c e  w i t h  n o  s a f e t y  n e t  b e n e a t h  h e r  a n d  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  
n o  p r e v e n t a t i v e  h e a l t h  c a r e .

1 a p p e a l  t o  y o u  o n  b e h a l *  o f  my own f a m i l y  a n d  t h e  
f a m i l i e s  o f  m any o f  my c o l l e a g u e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m any  o f  t h o s e  
f a m i l i e s  t h a t  w e s e r v e  i n  o u r  p r o g r a m s .  P l e a s e  d o  n o t  t r y  
t o  b o l s t e r  t h e  s t a t e  b u d g e t  b y  p u t t i n g  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  o u r  
m o s t  p r e c i o u s  r e s o u r c e ,  a t  r i s k .
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Geri Heincr 
7300 Glade Place 
Anchorage, AK 99518-2876 (907) 344-6581

February 12,2002

Fred Dyson

10928 Eagle River Rd„ Suite 148 

Kagle River, A K  99577

RE: lilt 367 Hearing

T am a single parent with four children (three at home), work full time and attend the 

University of Alaska half time in order to secure a future for ray children and myself. 

Even with full time employment, 1 still struggle financially and need some temporary 
support until I have completed m y  education.

Denali KidCarc has been a wonderful benefit for our family. I no longer have to decide if 

they can make it until Monday because I cannot afford to take them to a doctor gambling 

their health over money. It has made access to medical treatment more available by 

reducing the financial burden that is often expected at time of treatment. M y  children no 
longer have to ask, “Can we afford glasses or medicine.’’

Denali KidCare has decreased the stress level in our home by affording access to needed 
medial care for m y  children.

Sincerely,

^Jde/U  Hst/rwi
Gerl Hciner 

U A A  Student/Mother
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OTTIF iiF AH j»W A■v̂ / LJ L f u  if £  v i 1 Ll b ~ i l \ L z i r ' l ' i z )  1 
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  IffiEALTH  &  S O C IA L  S E R V IC E S

MEDICAL CARE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

/

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

or
/

/>0. BOX J IOSCO
JUNEAU ALASKA 9S311-O6B0 
PHONE: (9D7) JBS<33S5 
FAX: (9 0 7 ) -103-2204

February 12, 2002

The Honorable Pied Dyson 
Alaska State Legislature 
Capitol R o o m  104 
Juneau, A K  99801

Dear Representative Dyson,

On behalf of the Medical Care Advisory Committee, I would like to express the 
committee’s concern regarding House Bill 367. Required by federal law, the Alaska 
Medical Care Advisory Committee is responsible for advising the Stale’s Medicaid 
agency on policy and program changes to the Medicaid program. The committee 
members include health ctue consumers and providers from across the state of Alaska.

Tho Medical Cure Advisory Committee has had the opportunity to provide input to the 
Department of lieallh and Social Services on the Denali KidCare program throughout its 
development. W e  have hoard from consumer and providers about their experiences with 
the Denali KidCare program. From our review, we learned that the program has been 
overwhelming successful in reaching needy families and has contributed immensely to 
the stability of these families. W e  also learned that parenis were able to stay employed 
even if their children got ill because their children had health care coverage through the 
Denali KidCarc program. These families feel empowered that they can both maintain 
employment ahd provide tho l ight care lor their children.

From the beginning, the Medical Core Advisory Committee supported the development 
of Denali KidCarc program for a number of reasons. Numerous studies have documented 
that the percentage of children without health insurance has grown rapidly in recent 
years. Contributing significantly lo the declining trend in health insurance is the decline 
in employer financial support for health Care coverage for their employee’s dependents, 
Families who meet she income eligibility guidelines tor Denali KidCarc often do not. have 
the opLion of an employer financed health insurance plan for their dependents, and even i I’ 
they do. they can not afford to pay their share of tho health cure premiums, deductibles, 
and copayments. The Medical Caro Advisory Committee knows that children without 
health care coverage arc six times mote likely to go without needed medical euro, five 
times more likely to use tho hospital emergency room as a regular source of care, and 
four times more likely to have necessary care delayed. It is important to a child’s

@002



because their care will now be minimized and will lose its continuity. Some aro adult 

women trying to get thoir collective feet on the ground who require obstetrical care.

Cutting this safety not could drive some of them back onto welfare, or into despair, or 

into divorce. At tiie very least it will further marginalize these families and certainly 

decrease their access to quality medical care.

For humanitarian reasons, for financial reasons, for common sense reasons, I urge you 
to vote N O  on 1-113 367.

Thank you.

i
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development that they receive appropriate medical care, JF u child develops a chronio 
health problem, studies have shown that it can affeol that child’s health and well being for 
decades to come and children, especially young children, should receive annual doctor 
visiis to monitor their growth and development. Children without health care coverage 
are id so more likely to be missing some of their immunizations.

For these reasons, the Medical Core Advisory Committee strongly supports the Denali 
KidCarc program and urges the Legislature to maintain the current eligibility for the 
program.

Sincerely,

fd x C c  'T U v J j '
Patti Hong, R N  
Chair

Medical Care Advisory Committee members:
David Alexander, Mil, Anchorage
Sam “Lavadn” Bush, Fairbanks
Jim Culley, Valdez
Marie Darlin, Juneau
Kathy Dillard, Kodiak
Gary Givens, R.Pb., Anchorage
Angela Gonzalez, Anchorage

Patti Hong, RN, Anchorage 
Greg Johnson, DDS, Fairbanks 
Brenda Knapp,Juneau 
Marilyn Mories, Palmer 
Karen Pearson, Juneau

cc: TTousc Health. Education, and Social Services Committee, Alaska State
Legislature 

Governor Tony Knowles 
Commissioner Jay Li voy
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N A T IO N A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  S O C I A L  W O R K E R S
A L A S K A  C H A P T E R

416? Patterson Circle Anchorage, Alaska 995O4-460O 
907-332-NASW(627?) l-800-478-NASW{6279) 907/332-6270 (fax) 

e-mail: naswnkfflalaska.nef www.naswak.orgA LA SKA  CH A PTER
The National Association o f  Social Workers Is the world's largest organization o f social workers, with 155,000 members 
including over 500 members In Alaska. NASW is committed to the concept o f social Justice and w ill advocate fo r  the well 
being o f individuals, families and communities in Alaska. NASW supports the vital role o f  government in providing fo r  basic 
human needs and w ill promote policies that empower people to live more humane, productive, and independent lives. The 
Alaska Chapter o f NASW is concerned about a range rtf issues that affect the quality o f life fo r  a ll Alaskans and the ability o f 
social workers to provide quality services.

Chairman Dyson, members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to address you today on H B  

367. M y  name is Sarah Lewis and I am a member of the Social Action Committee of the National Association of 

Social Workers Alaska Chapter. The N A S W  Alaska Chapter strongly opposes H B  367 and its impact on reducing 

access to health cure for children and pregnant women currently eligible for the Denali KidCare Program.

N A S W  is a membership organization representing over 500 professional social workers in Alaska. Each 

day our members serve children and pregnant women who directly benefit from the health care services they can 

access through Denali KidCarc. Health care insurance is vital to the wellbeing of Alaska’s children, which is why 

Denali KidCure has brought such a positive impact to our children since its inception in 1999.

Pregnant women enrolled in Denali KidCarc are eligible to receive prenatal carc and give their future 

children a healthy start in life. Children with Denali KidCare coverage arc more likely to receive well-baby and 

wcll-child care, immunizations and will have health problems identified and treated early. These are all critical 

cost savings for all tax payers. At $522 per child for the stato’s contribution, Alaska is able to match federal grant 

funds and to provide eligible children and pregnant women critical care health care services - a W1N-WIN for 

Alaska.

I1H 367 proposes a reduction in the eligibility to 150% of the federal poverty level, directly impacting 

working families in Alaska who are striving to provide the best for their kids -- yet who work in jobs with no 

health care benefits for their families. If JIB 367 passes, 3,821 children and 722 nrcgnant women will lose their 

health carc coverage. When uninsured children and pregnant women’s health needs arc not provided, wc all nay 

for more expensive carc in hospital emergency rooms and clinics, for treatment of chronic illnesses, as well as 

the long terms costs of infants born with low birth weights, poor health outcomes and intensive caro needs.

HB 367 is heralded as a cost saving to Alaskans, yet the $5 million saved today results in giving up 

$11.9 mi I lion in federal funds and compromising the health of our children. Short sighted budget cuts like this are 

ineffective policy, especially when wc need long term fiscal planning and responsible investment in our fulure - 

Alaska’s children. On behalf of five hundred N A S W  Alaska Cliapler members, I urge you to tabic H B  367,

H B  367 “Medical Assistance Program Coverage”

http://www.naswak.org
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DAVID G. A LEXANDER , M.D.
3340 PROVIDENCE DRIVE - SUITE 464 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA D9DDI-4464

PHONE (907) 562-2423

Testimony on H B  367

I’m  a pediatrician in Anchorage and I a m  testifying for myself and, with their 

concurrence, for the Anchorage pediatric community, ̂ -attached is a-iettefrfrom -Dr.. Jeff 

D eroab rthe -€hn irt> t^ediatrio5-at4^fevtdencc-H^6j)kal)- cd ln jz & J b

I’m  also testifying on behalf of the Alaska Medical Care Advisory Committee. The 

M C A C  is your committee that meets for two days four times a year to discuss Medicaid 

issues. W c  talk with a vast panorama of providers and recipients of Medicaid services, 

(attached is a letter from the M C A C  written by it’s Chair, Patty Hong, RN)

N o  one in any group wants to waste money. But everyone in the provider section as well 

as in the recipient section feels tno state is absolutely getting its monies worth

Right now the folks who arc in entry level jobs, whether they are getting off welfare or 

coming out of school, have that health safety net for their children, both b o m  and unborn. 

Most of them have places of employment that cannot afford to offer any significant 

family health insurance. If the eligibility threshold Tor Medicaid were to be cut from 

200% to 150% their children would probably have to go uninsured.

The stale government would have about $5 million more in it’s coffers, but the people of 

the state would have $ 11 or $12 million less of federal money. (Please don't hold m e  to 

the exact numbers, but the concept is right)

If there were really sick children in the family, or if the mother were to be pregnant, they 

would have to quit working to obtain basic Medicaid services, else the children, bora and 

unborn, would surely suffer.

I f, as would most often be the ease, the children were basically healthy the parents could 

continue to work in the hopes of getting a job with insurance, Preventive carc would be 

minimized and if the children became ill those parents would delay medical care, because 

there would bo no money. If the child became more ill they would go to the emergency 

room where they know they can get free care. (The federal law says so!) But there is no 

free carc, and emergency care is very expensive. The medical community will pick up 

tho lab. And liko any good business they will try their best to spread those losses amongst 

those whose bills will now be larger than they should have been. And there will already 

be that $11 million of federal money that will be missing so there is less money to go 

around. Their Health insurance, if they have it, will cost more, and the coverage will be 
less inclusive.

Basically, tho program now provides reasonable coverage to a group of people who need 

it. Somo arc the children who don’t vote yet, but who will clearly be the biggest losors
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Subject: House Bill 367

Date: Tue, 12 Feb 2002 11:15:39 -0900 

From: "Renee Graham" < renee_graham@fcsonline.org>

To: <Representative_JohnCoghi!l@legis.state.ak.us>

CC: < Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>, 

<Representative„Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us>, 

< Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>, 

< Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us>, 

< Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us>, 

<Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us>

February 12, 2002To: Members of the House HESS Committee,I am entailing to voice my deep concern for cutting the Dcr.ali KidCarc program. As a professional in the social services arena, I understand the importance and need for this program. There are many families that work very hard but arc still not able to afford medical coverage for their children. There arc also many families with children that have severe health needs or disabilities that depend on this program as well. Denali KidCarc allows them to know that their children have access to the medical carc they need. To cut this program would do a severe disservice to many vulnerable children in Alaska. I speak for others as well as myself, there is a strong need for this program. As a state wc need to be a leader for, as well as proactive in the needs of our future generations.I urge members of the committee to NOT let House Bill 367 be passed.Thank you,Renee Graham Mother and Care Coordinator Frontier Community Services 43335 K-Beach Rd„ St. 36 Soldotna, A K  99669 907-262-6331 907-262-6294 Fax

I of I 2/12/2002 4:53 PM
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House Bill 367

Subject: House Bill 367

Date: Tue, 12 Feb 2002 11:40:55 -0900 

From: Carol-Ann Newcomer < newcomerc@doyon.com>

To: "'Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.u: 

"'Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Peggy_WiIson@legis.state. 

"'Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us'" < R epresentative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak 

"'Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.a 

"'Representative. Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us'" < R epresentative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak. 

'"Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us"' <Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state 

"'Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.al' 

’"Nancy Barnes'" < Nancy_Barnes@legis.state.ak.us>

Hi:

I a m  s e r i o u s l y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  y e t  a n o t h e r  b i l l  h a s  b e e n  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  

w o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  s o m e t h i n g  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  i n  n e e d .  I 

a d o p t e d  a  s p e c i a l  n e e d s  c h i l d  t h a t  r e c e i v e s  s o m e  S t a t e  h e l p  w i t h  h e a l t h  c a r e  

b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  m a n y  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s .  H e  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  l i v e d  if  h e  h a d  n o t  

h a d  p r o p e r  h e a l t h  c a r e .  D o e s  t h e  S t a t e  h a v e  t a k e  n o  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  

c h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h i s  S t a t e  o r  is t h e  f u t u r e  h e l d  f o r  o n l y  a 

s e l e c t  f e w  - t h e  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  c o m e  f r o m  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  c a n  a f f o r d  t h e s e  

t y p e s  of  n e c e s s i t i e s .  W o u l d n ' t  t h i s  b e  n a r r o w i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  f o r  s o m e  b r i g h t  

c h i l d r e n  t h a t  w o u l d n ' t  e v e n  h a v e  a c h a n c e  o t h e r w i s e ?  Y o u  a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  

r i g h t  to b e  h e a l t h y  a w a y  f r o m  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  h a v e  n o  o t h e r  m e a n s .  W h o  g i v e s  

y o u  t h a t  r i g h t ?  I c a n  f i n d  n o  l o g i c a l  r e a s o n  as  to w h y  y o u  c o n t i n u e  to  t r y  

to  t a k e  a w a y  p r o g r a m s  f r o m  a g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  t o o  y o u n g  t o  e v e n  h a v e  

a v o i c e  y e t .  I m e a n  y o u  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a  p r o b l e m  f i n d i n g  o r  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  

m o n e y  to  f i g h t  t h e  V e n e t i e  c a s e ,  r i g h t ?  I t h i n k  y o u  s h o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  

r e f l e c t  a n d  t h i n k  a b o u t  p r i o r i t i e s !

S i n c e r e l y ,

C a r o l e - A n n  Nev/comer
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I oppose HB 367--don't cut Denali KidCarc

Subject: I oppose H B  367-don’t cut Denali KidCare 

Date: Mon, 11 Feb 2002 22:35:19 -0800 (PST)

From: Ruth Greenwood < ruthgreenwood@yahoo.com>

To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us

I a m  s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e d  to  c u t t i n g  f u n d i n g  f o r  D e n a l i  

K i d  C a r e .  I t  p r o v i d e s  h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  n e e d  

it t h e  m o s t .

P l e a s e  v o t e  a g a i n s t  H o u s e  B i l l  367.

S i n c e r e l y ,

R u t h  G r e e n w o o d

P.S. I a l w a y s  v o t e !

D o  Y o u  Y a h o o !?

S e n d  F R E E  V a l e n t i n e  e C a r d s  w i t h  Y a h o o !  G r e e t i n g s !  

h t t p : / / g r e e t i n g s . y a h o o . c o m
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I Oppose Rep. Coghill's HB 367!!

Subject: I Oppose Rep. Coghill's HB 367i.
Date: Tue, 12 Feb 2002 11:11:14 -0900 

From: "Harriet A. Drummond" <harrietd@alaska.net>
To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

Unbelievable! The Anchorage School District has about 2,000 homeless 
children, as nearly as we can tell, and the number of kids on free and 
reduced lunch in elementary school is at 33% and climbing. And families 
don't get any richer as their kids grow into middle and high school - the 
numbers of kids in poverty or close to it is no different.

Do you think that families who can't afford to feed their kids lunch or 
breakfast can afford proper health care for them? Do you think that taking 
health care away from children and pregnant women contributes to the success 
of children in school?

My health insurance, for me and one child, costs me over $8,400 per year 
right now. What makes you think that a family making poverty level wages or 
barely more can afford to spend over half their income on health coverage, 
never mind the deductibles and co-pay which runs about $4,000 per year on 
top of the $8,400 for my family!!

I will be very disappointed in you, Fred Dyson, if you allow Rep. Coghill's 
bill, HB 367, out of the House HESS Committee. It is an embarrassment to 
people in this state who care about kids, and I thought YOU of all people, 
were one of them!

That bill would negatively impact hundreds if not thousands of students in 
my district, as well as thousands of future students. That bill makes it 
much more difficult for me to live up to our school board goals of success 
in life for all of our students.

We're partners in all this, Fred. Remember that. Your failure to protect the 
health of children and pregnant women will cost ALL of us much more in the 
future!

Harriet A. Drummond

Anchorage School Board 
Office: 279-7722 
Home: 279-7763 
Fax: 279-7788 
harrietd@alaska.net
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I Oppose the NO KID-CARIi BILL..

Subject: I Oppose the NO K ID -CARE  B ILL ...
Date: Tue, 12 Feb 2002 09:44 :55 -0900 

From: "Lakshas, Jeweline" <Jeweline_Lakshas@Natchiq.com>
To: '"Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us"' <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.u: 

"'Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state. 
"'Representative_John_CoghiIl@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak 
'"Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us"' <Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.a 
"'Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak. 
"'Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state 
"'Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.al«

Representatives,

I do not support the "No Kid-Care Bill." If you allow this bill to pass the health of the children of Alaska are at risk! I 
am a working mother of three all under the age of 5, and I am fortunate enough to have a company that has 
insurance benefits. However, there are a lot of families out there that do not have that privilege. If you vote yes on 
this bill, there will be tremendous repercussions to the State of Alaska. I urge you to vote NO on HB 367! Thank you 
for your time.

Jeweline Lakshas 
Phone: (907 ) 267-3176 
Fax: (907 ) 267-3693 

jeweline lakshas@natchiq.coni
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HB367 OPPOSE!

Subject: HB367 OPPOSE!
Date: Tue, 12 Feb 2002 15:05:45 -0900 

From: "Heidi Little" < liltleh l@h .tmail.com>
To: Representative_Frecl_Dyson@Iegis.state.ak.ir 

RepresentativeJPeggyJWilson @legis. state, ak. us, 
Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us

I STRONGLY OPPOSE HB367!

Why is it everytime something positive and helpful to the working and under 
privileged classes is always under fire and in danger of being taken away?

We (the people and government) are always saying that the next generation is 
the hope for the future. Well, what kind of hope do they (and we) have is 
they aren't given any help right now to make it to adulthood? How can they 
be our next generation when they can’t even get basic health care and 
coverage?

Denali KidCare is just a helping hand to those families who are working 
their butts off to provide for their family. Thru no fault of their own, 
they don't have affordable health care any other way. Why take what little 
they have away?

How would you like to be trying to support a family just above or at what is 
considered the poverty level and have no health care? Denali KidCare is a 
godsend to many. It helps grow healthy children into healthy adults. Put 
yourself in their place. Would you like your minimum health care yanked out 
from under you?

OPPOSE THIS BILL!!

thank you 
Heidi Little

Send and receive Hotmail on your mobile device: http://mobile.msn.com
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Subject: HB 367
Date: Tue, 12 Feb 2002 10:50:54 -0900 

From: "Nancy Sanders" <drnannini@hotrnail.com>
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson @ legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_John_Coghill ©legis.state.ak.us,
Representati ve_Gary_Stevens@ legis.state.ak.us,
Representati ve_Vic_Kohring@ legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Members o f  the House HESS Committee
Representatives Dyson, W ilson, Coghill, Stevens, Kohring, Cissna, and Joule,

I  have just been alerted to the fact that you are taking testimony today on HB 367 which would cut funding 
fo r Denali KidCare.

I strongly oppose this bill because cuts to this program would adversely affect uninsured children and 
pregnant women. The health o f the population o f Alaska starts with women having healthy pregnancies 
and allowing children to grow up with the benefit o f health care coverage.

The emphasis on getting people o f f  o f public assistance programs and back to work has not resulted in a 
population who is covered fo r health insurance through their employers. These workers have skills that 
allow them only to take jobs that earn the minimum wage. These jobs do not o ffe r health 
insurance. Cutting Denali K idCare is a step into the past where parents cannot afford to work and 
get off of public assistance. It makes more sense for them to continue on public assistance because they 
then qualify fo r health care coverage.

I urge you not to pass this bill out o f the HESS committee.

Thank you, Nancy Sanders

Get your FREE download o f MSN Explorer at http://exploicr.msn.com.
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HB 367

Subject: HB 367
Date: Mon, 11 Feb 2002 21 '48 :40 -1000 

From: davidfinkelstein@ juno.com
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson©legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us,
Representati ve_Gary_Stevens@ legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_John_Coghill@ legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Johnny__Ellis@legis.state.ak.us

Please oppose HB 367. Thanks for considering my views, David 
Fir.kelste.in
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HB 367

Subject: HB 367
Date: Sun, 10 Feb 2002 15:25:28 -0900 

From: "Karen M iller" <kfm iller@gci.net>
To: <Representative_Pete_Kott@Iegis.state.ak.us>, 

<Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.stafe.ak.us>
CC : <Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us>, 

<Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representative Kott and Representative Dyson:

It is extremely important that we cover health insurance for children. 
Providing adequate health insurance is vital to the well-being of Alaska's 
Children besides caring for children now representatives a cost savings in 
the future.

During my years as a teachers I know how important insurance is for working 
families who work in jobs with no benefits to provide health care for their 
children. I strongly oppose HB367 and hope that you do also.

Karen Miller 
10021 Crest view Lane 
Eagle River, AK 99577 
907 694-2710
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HB 367

Subject: HB 367
Date: Mon, 11 Feb 2002 16:49:16-0900 

From: "Kimberly Adkison" <kadkison^gci.net>
To: <Representative_Fied_Dyson@legis.state,ak.us>, 

<Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Sharon_Cissna@Iegis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear HES Committee members:

I oppose HB 367, which is proposed as a cost savings measure but in fact 
would result in a loss of federal funds. HB 367 would result in the loss of 
$11.9 million in federal funds for health care, and end health insurance 
coverage for 3,821 children and 722 pregnant women. This is not acceptable.

It is very important to provide health insurance for children for a number 
of reasons:
* Health care coverage is vital to the well-being of Alaska's children.
* Children with health care coverage are more likely to receive 
well-baby/well-child care, adequate immunizations, and have health care 
problems discovered early.
* Denali KidCare helps working families who work in jobs with no benefits to 
provide health care for their children.
* Health care coverage for children through Denali KidCare is affordable - 
$552 per year, per child in state funds.
* With Denali KidCare, nearly 71 cents of every dollar spent is federal 
funds -- only 29 cents comes from state general funds.
* Services for children enrolled in Denali KidCare who also are eligible for 
Tribal Health Services are paid for with 100% federal funds.
* The state used part of the $30 million savings from the Medicaid federal 
match rate change to expand coverage for children and pregnant women.
* Program elimination will result in a huge loss of federal funds for health 
care.

It also is very important to provide health insurance for pregnant women for 
several reasons:
* Prenatal care is the best method of assuring a healthy start for Alaskan 
children.
* Prenatal care is the single most cost-effective health care expenditure.
* Prenatal care ensures the best birth outcome for the baby.

We must assure that children are given the opportunity to grow and develop 
in a healthy manner, and providing health care insurance for children, 
prenatally through childhood, is a very critical part of this. Please help 
me in opposing this harmful bill.

Kimberly Adkison 
1019 Edwi . Place 
Juneau, AK 99801 
(907) 780-6330 
kadkison@gci.net
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h.b 367 Denali Kid Carc

Subject: h.b 367 Dcnaii K id Care
Date: Tue, 12 Feb 2002 14:50:05 -0900

F rom : "Ben Kriegmont, Gastineau Elementary, Douglas, A K " <kriegmob@ jsd.k l2.ak.us> 
T o : Representative_Fred_Dyson©legis.state.ak.us

Dear Mr. Dyson,
I am writing to voice my concern with H.B. 367 which would cut 

Denali Kid Care. I feel this would be a terrible mistake. I teach school 
at Gastineau Elementary School in Douglas and many of our students receive 
all of their health care through this problem. As a teacher I know that
the only way my students can learn is if they are healthy. Sick kids don't
develop on pace with their peers, they are unable to attend to learning 
because they are fighting their health issues.

All children deserve adequate health care. Their education, and 
their future as productive members of society demand it. I urge you to do
all that you can to defeat this bill.
Thank you.

"If the problem can be solved, there is no use worrying about it.
If it can't be solved, worrying will do no good"

- Tibetian proverb

Ben Kriegmont 
rm. 3 6
Gastineau Elementary School

mailto:kriegmob@jsd.kl2.ak.us


FYI - Health Carc Concerns

Subject: FYI - Health Care Concerns 
Date: Mon, 11 Feb 2002 10:06:20 -0900 

From: "Thacker, Julie" <Jthacker@alternativesmentalhll:h.org>
To: "'Representative_Fred_Dyson©legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.u; 

'"Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state. 
'"Representative_John_Coghill©legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak 
'"Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Vic_Kohring©legis.state.ak. 
"'Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.a 
'"Representative_Sharon_Cis;sna@legis.state.ak.us"' <Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.statc 
'"Representative_Reggie_JouJe@legis.state.ak.us"’ <Representative_Reggie_Jcule@legis.state.al

Please, do not deny the children of Alaska medical coverage! As a single 
working mother, I would directly be impacted by this measure. My employer 
currently offers dependent health insurance coverage at a cost of $320.53 
per month. In addition, there is a $500.00 deductible that applies. I 
personally could not afford to maintain medical insurance coverage for my 
two children. I am a very dedicated and intelligent voter, I have a 
college degree and have obtained a respectable position as a Human Resources 
Coordinator. I am very accomplished for a young woman. Unfortunately as a 
single mother, my income is not as impressive as my accomplishments.

As a Human Resources (benefit administrator) professional, I closely 
monitor health care trends and up-coming legislation. According to National 
Public Radio, health care premiums have been increasing each year by 11% to 
64% per small employer per year. The burden of rising health costs is being 
placed on small businesses. It was explained that, pound for pound it is 
cheaper if you buy in bulk. I understand the positives and negatives for 
both sides of the argument of socialized medicine. However, if the current 
health care trend is left unchanged, the decision will be made for us.

My employer may eliminate all benefits next year due to perpetually rising 
costs. A very specifically example is our dependent coverage for children 
only went from 289.53 (2001) to 320.53 (2002) per month or a 10.71% 
increase. The increase from 2000 to 2001 was 11.88%. Remember that the 
current increase for 2002 was 10.71% plus there was a reduction in coverage.
Last year, the plan covered mental health and had a $300 year deductible.
This year, there is no mental health benefit and the deductible increased to 
$500 per year!

I respect the necessity of health care coverage for children. The "it can 
never happen to me" happened to me. I had a beautiful baby girl, who had 
DiGeorge Syndrome. She had three open-heart surgeries and lived in the 
Dallas Children's Hospital for six and a half months before she passed away.
My other children are in great health, but no one knows what our future is.

So, you decrease the Annual income from 200% FPL to 150% FPL or for my 
family size of three from $36,580 to $27,435. What should I do for 
Cassandra and Brandon? Wait for a catastrophic event? Then, quit my job to 
qualify for health coverage and loose my house. No thanks! I already had 
to do that jn Texas.

Buc wait, che plot thickens as the ripple effect from this decision effects 
my employer. How? I was 'mployed at Life Quest Community Mental Health in 
Wasilla, until I was laid off in November due to a budget reduction. I am 
currently with Alternatives Community Mental Health in Anchorage. If you 
are unaware of the current condition of all mental health organizations in 
Alaska, it is alarming. This trend is scary. Most of these companies 
operate on a fee for service basis. Most of the clients are covered under 
Denali Kidcare. If the number of covered children is significantly 
decreased, then these consumers will no longer be receiving services.
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FYI - Health Carc Concerns

What will the ripple effect be; increased teenage suicides, an interruption 
in foster care, or lay-offs?

Julie C. Thacker 
(907) 357-7502 
(907) 222-2393
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February 12, 2002

The Honorable Fred Dyson 
Alaska State Legislature 
Capital Room 104 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Dyson,

Thank you fo r allowing us to submit public comment on House B ill 367. On behalf o f 
the Catholic Social Services-Beyond Shelter program participants, we strongly urge you 
to maintain the current eligibility and funding level fo r the Denali K id Care program.

The Denali K id Care program has been highly successful in providing much needed 
medical care to families who do not have health insurance and/or cannot afford health 
insurance. This includes many o f our families who are working and earning low to 
moderate wages. Denali K id  Care is an incentive fo r many o f these fam ilies to continue 
working without the added burden o f having no health care coverage. And as we all 
know, health care is essential fo r the well-being o f all A laska’ s children.

Additionally, the cost o f health insurance plans are steadily increasing, making health 
care plans including deductibles, and co-payments less affordable. It is a known fact that 
children with health care coverage are more likely to receive well baby check ups as well 
as immunization and other early screening care, which helps in discovering medical 
problems early. A ll children should be able to have access to medical care when needed, 
and should not be determined by whether or not a parent can afford it.

It is also essential that all pregnant women have access to prenatal care, whether or not 
they can afford it. Prenatal care is one o f the best methods in determining the best birth 
outcome fo r a baby and helps give A laska’ s children a healthy start in life.

Again, we believe that the Denali K id Care program is an essential program fo r Alaskan 
families. In order to continue to meet the needs o f  A laska’ s children and pregnant 
women, funding must not be reduced. Thank you!

Stephanie Wheeler 
Program Director,
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February 12,2002
TO : Legislative Information Office 
RE : House BUI No. 367

-i irr /•ijti PLACE
... a place to  be heard.
... a place to be helped,

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing this in opposition o f HB 367 which would decrease the number of 

children and pregnant women from “working poor”  families in receiving health benefits 
under the current Denali Kid Care, Although you may be temporarily saving money 
for the State at one level, the immediate losses will be in Federal funding and the long 
term effects will be much costlier throughout the health and educational fields in our 
state.

Working in the field o f child abuse and neglect, the ramifications will also have 
deleterious effects. Child maltreatment is a significant risk factor for a whole host of 
medical and mental health ills, as well as social problems such as teen pregnancy, 
school failure, substance abuse, juvenile cmm£l fad &{«'<*- 2tbnser. One o f
the most frightening pieces o f data we have collected at The Children’s Place in Wasilla 
is that about 1/3 o f the reported perpetrators are children themselves, under the age o f 
17. Early mental health intervention offers the only hope to halt the vicious cycle o f 
abuse. One o f the major barriers to mental health treatment both for the children who 
themselves who have been victims o f physical and sexual abuse and young perpetrators 
is the cost. Nearly 60% of the families we deal with arc covered under Medicaid or 
Denali KidCare.

As you look at the over 80% o f men and women incarcerated in Alaska who 
were identified in a study a few years ago as victims o f physical and sexual abuse, the 
question remains how will we, as residents o f Alaska, be paying for reducing payments 
to women and children in poverty? Denali Kid Care is one o f the brightest hopes we 
have had in improving the health outcomes for our children and we should not 
jeopardize federal dollars and more importantly their future by saving money in the

rtrrU
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Th* Cttlldren'a Place 
PO Box 871788 
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N A TIO N A L A SSO CIA TIO N  O F SO C IA L  W O RKERS 
A LA SK A  CH A PTER

,116! Patterson Circle Anchorage, Alaska 99504-4680 
907-332-NASW(6279| 1-800-478-NASW(6279) 907/332-6270 (fax) 

a-mail: noswokOoiasko net wvAv.naswak.org
A L A S K A  C H A P T E RThe National. Association o f Social Workers Is tho -world's largest organization o f social -workers, with 155,000 members including over 500 members in Alaska, NASW Is committed to the concept o f social justice and will advocate for the well being o f Individuals, families and communities in Alaska. NASW supports the vital role o f government in providing for basic Irnman needs and will promote policies that empower people to live more humane, productive, and Independent lives. The Alaska Chapter o f NASW is concerned about a range o f issues that affect the quality o f life  for a ll Alaskans and the ability o f social workers to provide quality services.

To: Members o f the HES Committee -^  Rep. Fred Dyson, Chair Fax 465-4587
Rep. Peggy Wilson Fax 465-3175 Rep. John Coghill Fax 465-3258
Rep. Vic Kohring Fax 465-3818 Rep. Gary Stevens Fax 465-3517
Rep. Sharon Cissna Fax-*65-4588 Rep. Reggie Joule Fax 465-4586
Re: HB 367: Medical Assistance Program Coverage

Today the House HES Committee is hearing important testimony on HB 367, including testimony by 
members o f the National Association o f Social Workers Alaska Chapter. NASW strongly opposes HB 367 and 
its impact on reducing access to health care for children and pregnant women currently eligible for Denali 
KidCarc Program. NASW is a membership organization representing over 500 professional social workers in 
Alaska; Each day our members serve children and pregnant women who directly benefit from the health care 
services they can access through Denali Kid Care. Health care insurance is vital to the wellbeing o f Alaska’ s 
children, which is why Denali KidCarc has had such a positive impact to children since its inception in 1999.

Pregnant women enrolled in Denali KidCare are eligible to receive prenatal care and give their future 
children a healthy start in life. Children with Denali KidCare coverage arc more likely to receive well-baby and 
well-child carc, immunizations and have health problems identified and treated early — critical cost savings for 
all tax payers. At $522 per child for the state’ s contribution, Alaska is able to match federal grant funds and to 
provide eligible children and pregnant women critical care health care services -  a WIN-WIN for Alaska.

HB 367 proposes a reduction in the eligibility to 150% o f the federal poverty level, directly impaotlng 
working families in Alaska who arc striving to provide the best for their kids — yet who work in jobs with no 
health care benefits for their families. I f  HB 367 passes, 3,821 children and 722 pregnant women will lose their 
health care coverage. When uninsured children and pregnant women's health needs are not provided, we all pay 
— for more expensive care in hospital emergency rooms and clinics, for treatment o f chronic illnesses, as well 
as the long terms costs o f infants born with low birth weights, poor health outcomes and intensive carc needs.

HB 367 is heralded as a cost savings to Alaskans, yet the $5 million saved today results in giving up 
$11.9 million in federal funds and comprising tho health o f our children. Short sighted budget cuts Jlke HB 367 
are ineffective policy, when we need long term fiscal planning and responsible investment in our future -  
Alaska’s children. On behalf o f five hundred NASW Alaska Chapter members, wc urge you to table HB 367.

NASW Alaska Chapter
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S o C m S E l M C E S
BEYOND SHELTER

3710E.2OTHAVE., SUITE 1 
ANCHORAQE, ALASKA 99508*3410 

907-278*3048 ■ par 276*2472

February 12,2 0 0 2

The Honorable Fred Dyson 
Alaska State Legislature 
Capital Room 104 
Juneau, Alaska 99801
Dear Representative Dyson,
Thank you for allowing us to submit public comment on House Bill 367. On behalf of 
the Catholic Social Services-Beyond Shelter program participants, we strongly urge you 
to maintain the current eligibility and fhnding level for the Denali Kid Care program.
The Denali Kid Care program has been highly successful in providing much needed 
medical care to families who do not have health insurance and/or cannot afford health 
insurance. This includes many of our families who are working and earning low to 
moderate wages, Denali Kid Care is an incentive for many of these families to continue 
working without the added burden of having no health care coverage. And as we all 
know, health care is essential for the well-being of all Alaska’s children,
Additionally, the cost of health insurance plans are steadily increasing, malting health 
care plans including deductibles, and co-payments less affordable, It is a known fact that 
children with health care coverage are more likely to receive well baby check ups as well 
as immunization and other early screening care, which helps in discovering medical 
problems early. All children should be able to have access to medical carc when needed, 
and should not be determined by whether or not a parent can afford it.
It is also essential that all pregnant women have access to prenatal care, whether or not 
they can afford it. Prenatal care is one of the best methods in determining the best birth 
outcome for a baby and helps give Alaska’s children a healthy start in life.
Again, we believe that the Denali Kid Care program is an essential program for Alaskan 
families. In order to continue to meet the needs of Alaska’s children and pregnant 
women, funding must not be reduced. Thank youl

S te p tia n ie  W liee le r  
Program Director,
Catholic Social Services-Beyand Shelter Program

A United Wey Agency
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February 12,2002

Michelle Wood 
2021 Jarvis Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99515

Subject: Denali Kid Care HB 367 Hearing 
To Whom It May Concern:
As a mother of three children who are currently recipients of Denali Kid Care, I am 
extremely opposed to reducing the income levels for Denali Kid Care eligibility.
I was forced to apply for Denali Kid Care about 2 months ago when after 15 years of 
marriage my husband had some sort of mental break down and left me and our three 
children to fend for ourselves. I went from a two-person income to one income very 
quickly. As my husband quit his job at the same time he left, he left our children with no 
medical coverage. I make what would be considered good money, however, in the 
present economy, I quickly found out that it was going to be very difficult to support the 
four of us on my income. I definitely could not afford the cost of adding my kids to my 
insurance. I knew that I needed to take the appropriate steps to force support from my 
husband. But in the mean time, I had two daughters who needed glasses very badly, I had 
one daughter who needed to have dental surgery immediately, and I had three daughters 
who needed mental health care to help them make it through this tough transition without 
losing themselves. This has been a very difficult time for me. But being able to apply for 
and receive Denali Kid Care has been a tremendous blessing. It has allowed me keep my 
kids and myself intact while we attempt to work through this. If income levels were 
reduced, I am sure that I would probably have not been eligible. Then I would have had 
to make the choice between food and shelter or decent medical care for ray kids. No one 
should be forced to make that decision.

Michelle K. Wood
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February 12, 2002 C LA R E H O U SE
420 WEST 54TH AVENUE 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99518 
907-583-4545

Michelle Wood 
CSS/Clare House 
420 W . 54th 
Anchorage, AK  99518
Subject: Denali K id Care HB 367 Hearing

To Whom It May Concern:

I am extremely opposed to reducing the income levels for Denali Kid Care eligibility. I 
am the Case Management Supervisor at CSS/Clare House. Clare House is a 30-day 
emergency shelter for homeless women and children. In working with the women and 
children that come to Clare House, I refer these women to Denali Kid Care on a daily 
basis. With the Welfare Reform Act, we are seeing more and more working poor single 
mothers attempting to support their children and selves with a minimum amount o f 
income. Many o f them are in entry level positions and either the company does not offer 
health care insurance or the cost for the woman to add her chilwen to her health 
insurance is too high. Denali Kid Care has been a wonderful resource. It allows these 
women tc shelter and feed her children without worrying about being able to afford to 
provide adequate health care, eye care, dental care and mental health care for her kids. 
These things are vital to her children’s’ lives, however, if  forced to choose, shelter and 
food must come first. Please do not force these families to make that choice. Imagine if 
you had to make that choice.

Michelle K . Wood
Case Management Supervisor
CSS/Clare House

A United Way Agency
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February 12,2002

Representative Fred Dyson 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Representative Dyson;

I am writing to express my opposition to House Bill 367, which proposes eliminating health care 
coverage for approximately 3,821 children and 722 pregnant women, who are currently covered 
by Denali Kidcare.

The biil purportedly “ saves”  $5 million dollars -  but its actual cost is astronomical. The 
"savings”  w ill cost the State o f  Alaska an additional loss o f  approximately $11.9 million in 
Federal matching funds as well as the future costs related to denying preventative carc to this 
population. Pregnant mothers who do not receive prenatal carc arc at risk o f  having premature or 
unhealthy babies, which will require extensive medical carc once born. Children who do not 
receive preventative care will return to Alaska’ s health carc system with fully manifested health 
care problems that are likely to be more costly than the preventative carc.

Please do not sell our children, nor our State, short in this time o f budget awareness. This bill 
costs much more than it supposedly saves.

Respectfully,

Camille Soleil, JD 
Executive Director

http://WWW.iknufJe.org
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1  am  w riting in ob jec tio n  t o  HB 367 -  Changing Denali P d C a re .

WHY COVER WEALTH IN SU RA N C E FOR CHILDREN?

■» H e a lth  car*: in su ran ce  Is vrTal to  t h e  wellbeing o f  AU - A laska's children.
" H e a lth  c a re  Insurance co v erag e  f o r  ch ildren  is c h e a p  -  $ 5 5 2  p e r  y e a r , p e r  child  in s t a t e  funds,
• W ith  Denali IGdCare, n ea rly  71 c e n ts  o f  ev e ry  d o lla r sp e n t is f e d e ra l  fu n ds; only 2 9  c e n ts  com es 

fro m  s t a t e  g en e ra l funds. T h is ch ang e will sa v e  t h e  s t a t e  $ 5  million d o lla rs  w hen fu lly  
Im p lem en ted , w h ilt giving up $ 1 1 ,9  million in F e d e ra l F unds. t

-  P ro g ram  elim ination  will re su lt  in a  huge loss o f  fe d e ra l  fu n a s  t o r  nearrn  c a re
« T h e  s t a t e  u se d  p a r t  o f  t h e  $30 million savings from  t h e  M edicaid fe d e ra l  m a tch  r a t e  change to

ex p an d  cover ag e  f o r  ch ild ren  and  p reg n an t women.
■ HB 3 6 7 ,  i f  a d o p te d  b y  t h e  L eg is la tu re , Will re d u c e  th e  income leve ls  f o r  D enali K idCare so  

t h a t  3 ,8 2 1  ch ild ren  end  7 2 2  p reg n an t women loM  h e a l th  co p s co v erag e . C hildren w ith  
h e a lth  c a re  coverage  a r c  much m ore likely t o  re ce iv e  w ell-baby/w ell-ch ifd  c a re , well baby  
In fo rm ation , a d e q u a te  im m unizations, and  have h e a lth  c a re  p rob lem s d iscov ered  ea rly . All o f  
w hich sa v e  m oney in t h e  long run.

•  S e rv ic e s  f o r  ch ild ren  en ro lled  In Denali KidCarc who also  a r e  e lig ib le  f o r  T rib al H e a lth  S e rv ices  
a r e  p a id  f o r  w ith  100%  fe d e ra l  funds.

« Denali K id care  h e lp s w orking fam ilies who w ork In jo b s  w ith  no b e n e f i ts  to  provide h e a lth  c a r e
f o r  t h e i r  ch ild ren . T h is is m o st non-gc vernm ent jo b s  in th e  H om er a rea ,

WHY COVER HEALTH IN SU R A N C E FOR PREGNANT W OM EN? •

■ P re n a ta l c a r e  is The sing le  m o st c o s t - e f f e c t iv e  h e a lth  c a re  e x p en d itu re .-W ith o u t m edical 
co v e rag e  m any women would n o t gain t h e  Im portan t in form ation  and edu ca tion  p rovided  in 
p re n a ta l  v is its . Possibly causing harm  to  th e i r  unborn  baby.

■ P re n a ta l c a re  e n su re s  t h e  b e s t  b ir th  outcom e f o r  t h e  baby.
P re n a ta l c a re  Is t h e  b e s t  m ethod  o f  assuring  a  h ea lth y  s t a r t  f o r  Alaskan ch ild ren .

Denali K idcare  co v ered  m e f o r  my pregnancy and th e  b i r th  o f  my h ea lth y  9 -m o n th -o ld  son. Dub to  
th i s  co v e rag e  I  w as a b le  t o  re ce iv e  ongoing ca re  and ed u ca tion  th ro u g h o u t t h e  pregnancy. This 
being my h u sb an d s and m y f i r s t  child  w e found th is  In form ation  v ital to  t h e  ev en tu al h e a lth  o f  my 
son. Due t o  com plications during his b ir th  my son w as b orn  caesarian , a  d ecision  w e m ay have 
d e lay ed  d u e  to  co n ce rn s  o f  t h e  expense . T h is delay  o r  continued  a t te m p t  t o  de liv er n a tu ra lly  could 
h ave  ca u sed  my son l ife - th re a te n in g  tra u m a  o r  d e a th .
I  f e e l  t h a t  Denali K idcare  allow ed m e to  have a  b i r th  com plication n o t e f f e c t  t h e  physical o f  m ental 
h e a l th  o f  my son.
I  would like to  ta k e  o m om ent to  th an k  people involved f o r  t h e  c rea tio n  and adop tion  o f  th is  
p rogram . I  h av e  w orked  all my life  and h a w  covered  rny own m edical e x p e n se , frugally . Now t h a t  I  
om a  mom I  am  w orking fu lltim e  a s  a  mom which o f  co u rse  d o es n o t pay much m oney and  d o e s  n o t

Department o f Health and Social Services February 2002
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provide h e a l th  insurance, T h is position c o n fro n ts  me w ith  m ore re sponsib ility  and  le s s  Income. 
Leaving m e even  m o re  d e p e n d e n t on a s s is ta n c e  f o r  t h e  h e a lth  o f  my son.
My sati would b e  one o f  t h e  ch ild ren  c u t by th is  H ouse Bill 367 ,
W e a r e  now p reg n an t w ith  our Z 4  and la s t  child, I  would b e  one o f  t h e  p reg n an t women c u t  by 
H ouse Bill 3 6 7 . (

M y husband  w orks h a rd  to  su p p o rt us all and we live frugally  and s e l f  s u ff ic ie n tly  b u t  w ith  t h e  c o s t  
o f  H ealth  e q re  i t  is  beyond  our reach .
P le a j f i^ e je e t  H ouse Bill 3 6 7 .

iy.
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Denali Kid Care
i  "  '

Subject: Denali K id  Care
Date: Tue, 12 Feb 2002 15:13:26 -0900 

F rom : "Teddy" <tvwill@aptalaska.net>
To : <Representadve_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>, 

<Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us>

Representatives:

I live iin Wrangell and I have seen a number of children benefit from the Denali Kid Care program. A little boy born 
with 3/4 of his heart would not be alive today and preparing for an operation to replumb his heart if it were not for 
Denali. A 11 year old boy with genetic back problems would not be functioning as a boy today, with straight As iin 
school, if it were not for Denali.
This program was set in place for families that do not have health insurance for their family evan though both 
parents are working, even more than one job at a time.
Denali Kid Care is an important program for this State, especially since adequate health care is sometimes not 
available in the local community.

Please consider the children and pregnant mothers that will not have health care if you all decide to cut Denali Kid 
Care.

Consider the following:

HB 367 - Changing Denali KidCare

Denali K idCare is a program that went into effect March l, 1999 to provide health care insurance primarily 
to uninsured children in working and non-working families and to pregnant women. Funded mainly with 
federal dollars, this program expanded Medicaid income levels to assure that more Alaskan children 
receive a healthy start in life.

Denali KidCare takes advantage o f enhanced federal funding under the State Child Health Insurance 
Program (S -CH IP ) adopted by Congress in 1997 to provide health care insurance fo r uninsured children. 
S-CH IP was created to address the increase in the number o f children without health insurance as 
employer coverage o f dependents becomes less common.

HB 367, i f  adopted by the Legislature, w ill reduce the income levels fo r Denali KidCare so that 3,821 
children and 722 pregnant women lose health care coverage. This change w ill save the state $5 m illion 
dollars when fu lly  implemented, while giving up $11.9 m illion in Federal Funds.

W H Y  COVER HEALTH INSURANCE FOR CH ILDREN?

C Health care insurance coverage fo r children is cheap - $552 per year, per child in state funds.

C With Denali KidCare, nearly 71 cents o f every dollar spent is federal funds; only 29 cents comes from 
state general funds.

C Services fo r children enrolled in Denali KidCare who also are eligible for Tribal Health Services are 
paid for with 100% federal funds.

C Health care insurance is vital to the wellbeing o f Alaska's children.

1 o f 2 2/12/20024:17 PM
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C Children with health care coverage are more likely to receive well-baby/well-child care, adequate 
immunizations, and have health care problems discovered early.

C Denali KidCare helps working families who work in jobs with no benefits to provide health care fo r 
their children.

C The state used part o f the $30 m illion savings from the Medicaid federal match rate change to expand 
coverage fo r children and pregnant women.

C Program elimination w ill result in a huge loss o f federal funds fo r health care.

W H Y  COVER HEALTH INSURANCE FOR PREGNANT W OMEN?

C Prenatal care is the single most cost-effective health care expenditure.

C Prenatal care ensures the best birth outcome for the baby.

C Prenatal care is the best method o f assuring a healthy start fo r Alaskan children.

Thank you fo r your attention to this matter

Teddy W illiam s

Wrangell

Teddy Williams 
tvwill@aptalaska.net

Denali Kid Carc
4 "  ”
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Denali Kid Carc support

Subject: Denali K id  Care support
Date: Tue, 12 Feb 2002 12:03:35 -0900 

F rom : "Diamond, Joan W ." <DiamondJW@ci.anchorage.ak.us>
T o : "'Representative_Fred_Dyson ©legis.state.ak.us"’ <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.u: 

"'Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us"’ <Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.sln.te. 
'"Representative_John_Coghill©legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.al< 
"'Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us"' <Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.a 
"'Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak. 
"'Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state 
"’Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us"' <Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.aI

To the Hess Committee,

I am very familiar with the benefits of the Denali Kid Care and oppose HB 
367, No Kid Care Bill. It is hard to believe that a political party that 
talks about cutting the state budget would even consider stopping the Denali 
Kid Care because the program reduces the cost of injury and illnesses to a 
population at high risk.

The HESS committee is short sighted in their thinking. If you cut Denali Kid 
Care then you will increase the cost of state subsidized emergency care and 
hospitalization because these people cannot afford preventive care but tap 
healthcare in a crisis. It is an error in thinking that if you cut Denali 
Kid Care then you will reduce the demand for services. It does not happen.

Be cost effective and support public health policy that includes Denali Kid 
Care.

Joan Diamond 
Anchorage, Alaska 
343-6583
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HB 367

Subject: H B  367
Date: Tue, 12 Feb 2002 18:43:10 -0900 

F rom : Patricia-Michael Grandietti <mikepat@gci.net>
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_John_Coghill ©legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Sharon_Cissna@Iegis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us

To the members of the House HESS Committee:

I wasn't able to attend the hearing that was held today, Tuesday 
January 12, 2002, to voice my opinion about HB 367.

I am opposed to this bill that would deny eligibility for Denali 
KidCare to Alaska's children and pregnant women. I am a registered 
nurse and one of my core values is the health and well-being of all, 
but especially the health and well-being of children and pregnant 
women. These two groups are most vulnerable, and I believe that 
ensuring health coverage for them through a program like Denali KidCare 
is critical to their future.

Children who get regular check ups will have health problems identified 
early, when treatment is more cost-effective and has the best chance of 
resulting in a healthy adult, who will contribute to a healthy economy.

Pregnant women who receive preratal care have the best chance of 
delivering healthy, full-term b-bies, and these are the kids who have 
the best start in life.

I hope that you will all agree that limiting Denali KidCare doesn't 
make sense. Because the Federal Government pays 71 cents of every 
dollar spent on health care, the cost tc the state is minimal. I hope 
that we don't put our kids in the middle of the state's economic 
debate!

Sincerely,
Patricia Hong 
Registered Nurse

2/13/2002 8:20 AM
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HB 367

Date: Wed, 13 Feb 2002 06 :55 :20 -0900 
F rom : Tom Conley <prophet@ptialaska.net>

T o : Fred Dyson <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representative Dyson, I listened to and briefly participated in the 
testimony on HB 367 on 12 Feb. I get the impression there is a fair amount
of misunderstanding about the function and impact of Denali Kid Care. Oddly
it is the group of participants whose incomes are between 100% and 200% of 
the poverty level who are most in need of consideration. Those at or below
100% of the poverty level have been covered for years and would have
continued to be covered in almost any scheme; those above 200% of the 
poverty level or who hold jobs that offer group insurance (teachers, 
municipal workers, etc) don't need the assistance and under present policy 
( even in the case of the insured whose incomes fall under 200%) don't 
qualify. Those who ai_e being left out in the cold are those who, at between 
150-200% of the poverty level and without insurance, earn enough 1 0 be able 
to provide themselves with food, shelter, clothing, but who can't afford or 
in many cases even obtain insurance. This group is well represented in 
Alaska and includes such people as self employed fishermen, self employed 
craftsmen, small business owners and their employees, day care providers, 
etc. For the most part, were they able to get insurance at some affordable 
cost, I'm sure most of them would avail themselves of the coverage. Indeed, 
if some way was available for them to pay in the estimated $552 yearly cost 
per individual to the program's coffers, one suspects most would take 
advantage of the opportunity (which might suggest a way to partially 
amortizethe cost of the coverage were it not for federal regs prohibiting 
partial recovery of Medicaid fees).

There really are no other programs out there for these productive 
citizens. The WIC program mentioned in testimony is strictly a nutrition 
program offering free or partially subsidized foodstuffs. Health insurance 
for individuals or very small groups is outrageously expensive and often has 
severe coverage restrictions. n'he end result is that these individuals and 
families often do not seek routine prenatal and well child care and at a 
much higher rate than average present to the healt% care system late. Late 
is always expensive both in terms of preventable consequeces and in terms of 
cost of services. Much of this preventable cost eventually falls on the 
state both directly through health care subsidization in a variety of ways 
and indirectly in terms of increased costs to the school system for special 
needs programs.

All in all contraction of present coverage, while it offers some limited 
short term savings for the state, will come at the cost of significant 
increases in long term expenditures. The present program is cost effective 
and humane. I would urge you to let it continue to function at its present 
level. As to the background argument that the program is somehow subsidizing 
those not in need of assistance, I would urge you to look more closely at 
who is being served and convince yourself, as I think you will on the basis 
of objective evidence, that this simply is not the case.

I think it is important to remember that the bulk of the funding for the 
program is federal and that those already covered by other federal programs 
(in Alaska this group is mainly made up of Alaska Native beneficiaries), 
while qualifying for the for Denali Kid Care, are funded 100% with federal 
dollars.
Sincerely, Thomas L Conley, MD, FAAP Pediatrician and Vice-President Sitka 
School Board

Subject: HB 367

1 of I 2/13/2002 8:20 AM
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HR 367

Subject: HR 367
Date: Tue, 12 Feb 2002 20:19:01 -0900 
From: Cathy Giessel <cgiessel@mac.com>
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@ legis.state.ak.us

Mr. Dyson
This is not the time to be cutting health care benefits for children and 
pregnant women! Please oppose HR 367.

Thank you.

Cathy

Cathy Giessel, MSN, RN, FNP-CS 
cgiesselOmac.com

Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things you 
didn't do than by the ones you did. So throw off the bowlines. Sail 
away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. 
Explore. Dream. Discover. (Mark Twain)

You cannot escape the responsibility tomorrow by evading it today. 
(Abraham Lincoln)

1 of 1 2/13/2002 8:21 AM
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Subject: Opposition to HB367!!!
Date: Tue, 12 Feb 2002 13:09:27 -0800 

F rom : Mary Vogel <mvogel@northstar.kl2,ak.us>
To : Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Peggy_Wilson ©legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_John_Coghill @legis.state.ak.us,
Representati ve_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Vic_Kohring@iegis.state.ak.us,
Representati ve_Sharc. •'Mssna@ legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us

I've been an elementary, & am now a high school nurse for the FNSBSD for a 
total of 12 years. And, I work in the Womens' ctr (maternity/GYN surgery)at
FMH during summers & Christmas break.

I know first hand the SIGNIFICANT number of women & chilren that DIRECTLY
benefit from & RECEIVE BETTER, DESERVED HEALTH CARE because they qualified
for & receive DKC benefits!!

Gov. Knowles made a solemn vow to boost the DHSS services available to ALL 
AK in his pkg 3 years ago; I feel you should NOT tamper w/the services 
currently available. As a "17 yr Alaskan", I'm all for. instituting a local 
sales tax, as well as a modest state income tax, that Gov. Knowles recently 
proposed. It is NOT fair to our state to have MANY out-of-state "employees" 
lavishly cashing in on our industries, & not leaving one dime behind for 
the MANY state services they may utilize!!! This would greatly stabilize 
the "BOOM/BUST" economic rollercoaster ride our DHSS programs have 
continously undergone, noticed ever since I arrived from Okla. in '84.

Our drug & alcohol problems are OFF THE CHART compared to lower 48; I see 
the resultant neglect, abuse, & "perpetuation of the cycle" nearly every 
day in my alternative high school of 130 high-risk 9-12th graders...
Without DKC, MANY of our students who are living on their own & making 
minimum wage, would have NO HEALTH CARE COVERAGE!!! THIS IS THE MOST 
AT-RISK AGE RANGE for STDs (which need prompt treatment), depression & 
suicide attempts (which need prompt mental health services), & teen 
pregnancy (which need prompt & consistant prenatal care). Of all Alaskans, 
our children fall into the highest "poverty range" group.
I think spending $5 million in order to continue getting $11.9 million in 
federal $$ IS WELL WORTH IT!!

GOOD HEALTH DIRECTLY IMPROVES ABILITY TO LEARN! HAVING NEEDED GLASSES & 
MEDICAL EXAMS DIRECTLY IMPROVES A CHILD'S ABILITY TO LEARN!
Have you looked at your last dentist's bill lately? Here in Fbks, you can 
expect to pay $250-$400 for a routine filling & exam, which MAY include an 
XR. . .
New OSHA laws are requiring dentists to change needles BETWEEN injections 
when they are numbing your mouth...add those added equipment & time costs 
to your final bill pretty soon!

What is the point of spending millions in efforts of raising education 
standards, when the children are unable to pay for a Dr/practitioner's 
visit, & continue to attend school ill, & often contagious!! What's the 
point of having cutting edge curriculum when kids squint & struggle to see 
the board or their textbooks? The best teachers in this state can't 
motivate a depressed student, whose not focusing on school because he's 
worried how he's gonna care for his little brother after school, since his 
single mom was just busted for running a crack house in tov/n... Have you 
tried to concentrate on importatnt work when you have a bad toothache, 
knowing you have to wait months to get a Salvation Army pro bono appt?

mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:ve_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us
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Opposition to HB367'!!

Please talk to the "homeless" community of Willow to see if DKC has 
benefitted them.
Please talk to the many single parents in our state working 2 jobs, but are 
still unable to pay for dental & medical care for their kids & or 
themselves. Please ask the native community if the extended DKC benefits 
have aided in their being able to pay for glasses & certain prescriptions...

There is LOTS of pork & pet projects flowing through the capitol; I 
STRONGLY urge you to leave DKC program alone! MANY ALASKANS COUNT ON THAT 
NEEDED & DESERVED DHSS PROGRAM!!
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TESTIM ONY-HB 367
H m w  H E S S  (<jA
Sicn Steadman^Taordfcatoiv Healthy Conanunidef/ 
Healthy People- Soldotna; e»d Interim Executive Director, 
Central Peninsula Health Cent; Ins.- Soklotna 
HB 367 -  Urging Defeat 
February 12,2002

Healthy Communfctei/Hcabhy People (HC/HP), a network organized to 
improve the health of Central Kewri Peninsula citizens, has worked over 
the past several yean to develop programs to offer youth Opportunities for 
medical and denial health cate. Central Peninsula Health Centos, Inc. 
(GPHC) is such a program, recently established through the efforts of 
HC/HP and in partnership with the U.S. Bureau of Primary Health Care to 
provide direct medical and dental services to under- sod uninsured youth.
Children who do pot received regular and adequate medical and dental 
services will undoubtedly cost society more in the long run than those who 
receive care. Although HB 367 appears to rave money, it comes with a 
high Junger-tcnu price.
Ofcrhkal concern to HC/HP and CPHC is oral health. Dental decay Is 
the most common childhood disease, This is a disease that is both 
preventable and treatable. Low income individuals suffer the worn oral 
health. According to the National Institute of Dental Cranlofocia] 
Research, "Uninsured children are 2.S times less likely to receive dental 
care than Insured children and are 3 times as likely to have dental needs,"
Even with DeaaH Kid Cara coverage, fbmilka fbee many banters to 
accessing health care. By taking this stssded funding away from our 
children we are placing them at an even higher risk of slipping through the 
cracks.
We should be focusing our efforts on how to have healthier children in our 
State not taking away bosk care from those who need fc most. I urge you 
to vote against HB 367,

BRIDGES -  145 KOBliof s t r e e t  -  SoWotlM -  A laska -  98669  -  pbona (907) 260-3800 -  Fax (907) 292-9457
• OR*
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February 13,2002

House o f  Representatives 
Representative Fred Dyson 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

I am concerned that the State Legislature is considering changing the income level 
criteria for Denali K id through House B ill 367. I would ask you to maintain 
Denali K id Care as it provides a viable service.

I f  you cut the income level criteria our children and pregnant women w ill lose 
health care coverage. It is unncessary for a state so limited in population and 
human resources to risk the lives o f  any o f our people.

As a provider o f  social service programs for Alaska Natives and American Indians, 
we at Cook Inlet Tribal Council (CITC) can assure you that the costs o f helping 
someone with a medical crisis is much more expensive and labor intensive than 
helping someone who has access to basic health care. In addition, under current 
Denali Kid Care income criteria, services for children enrolled in Denali K id care 
who are eligible for Tribal Health Services are paid for with 100% federal funds, 
which makes this a no cost venture for the State.

Cook Inlet Tribal Council, Inc. is dedicated to helping Alaska Native and 
American Indians become healthy productive human resources for the State o f 
Alaska. Please protect Denali Kid Care as the investment is in insuring the 
children o f  today and tomorrow are healthy productive resources for the State o f  
Alaska.

Sincerely,

COOK INLET TRIBAL COUNCIL, Inc.
OOoin

Perry R. Ahsogeak 
Vice President, ProgramsOO'
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PEDI ATRI C  C O N S U L T A N T S  O F  ALASKA,  I N C .
Clinton B. Lillibrldge, M.D., F.A.A.P.

Representative Dyson, 
Chairman H .E .S .S . Committee 
State Capital Room  104 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

12 February, 2002

Re: H B  367

Dear M r. Dyson,

As an advocate for children, I am strongly opposed to this B ill. The 
American Academy of Pediatrics has shown in several studies that 
preventative medical services and providing care is an office or clin ic 
setting greatly reduces overall costs by preventing the over use of 
emergency rooms and reduces hospitalizations.

The B ill doesn’t make good economic sense either. By  cutting $5 
m illion in State expenditure, Alaska loses $11.9 in Federal funds 
which support many other programs. That is D U M B !

Sincerely,

Clinton B  Lillibridge, M .D . 
Pediatrician in Alaska since 1969
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Honorable Fred Dyson, Chair
House Health, Education and Social Service Committee
Alaska Capitol Room 104 (MS3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: HB367-Oppose

Dear Representative Dyson,

On behalf of the 112,000 members of AARP In Alaska, we oppose HB 367, authored by 
Representative John Coghiil.

We understand the Legislature's need to resolve our fiscal problems but we do not believe It Is good 
public policy nor good health policy to take families off the Denali KldCare program and Increase the 
number of uninsured in our state.

Most of our uninsured are working families whose employer does not provide insurance. Denali 
KidCare provides a valuable safety net for many children in these families as well as for pregnant 
women. Health Insurance Increases the chances for good health throughout one’s life.

AARP will suppoit fiscal decisions that you and your colleagues make that are fair and make sense. 
We do not feel it makes sense to take Alaskans currently receiving health Insurance benefits off that 
coverage.

AARP recommends a "NAY” vote on HB 367.

Should you have any questions about our position, please feel free to contact Marie Darlin (586- 
3637), Coordinator of the AARP Capitol City Task Force; Patrick Luby, AARP Legislative 
Representative (907-762-3314); or me (007-245-5259).

Thank you for your consideration.

.Sincerely,

Marguerite Stetson
AARP Alaska Executive Council Member for Advocacy

cc: Vice-Chair Representative Peggy Wilson
Representative John Coghiil, Jr. 
Representative Vic Kohring 
Representative Gary Stevens 
Representative Sharon Clssna 
Representative Reggie Joule
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AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan membership organization for people 60 and over. We provide Information and 
resources; advocate on legislative, consumer, and legal issues; assist members to serve their communities; and offer a 
wide range of unique benefits, special products, and services for our members. These benefits Include A A R P  
W e b p la c e at www.aarn.om. M o d e m  M a tu r ity and M y  G e n e ra tio n magazines, and the monthly A A R P  B u lle tin . Active In 
every U.S. state and territory, AARP celebrates the attitude that ago Isn’t just a number -  it's about how you live your 
life.

http://www.aarp.org
http://www.aarn.om
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1 object to hcwering tho m axim um  allowable income for the Denali K id C arc  P rogram .

\ am  a  m em ber o f tho  low er incom e m iddle claw who is not eligible for health  ca rc  th rough 
nati ve heritage or governm ent em ploym ent T he  cu rren t th reshold  is actually  T O O  l.O W , 
F or exam ple, tlte expense o f having a bn by is approxim ately  $10,000-$12,000! P rivate 
in su rance  for a  family o f J  costs well over $l000/inontli« Individuals in  my category m ust go 
w ithout m edical Insurance.

please tafce a  h a rd  look a t th e  Denali Kid C are  P rogram  and ad just it so  th a t C h ild ren  and 
p regnnnl m others in  o u r  category can qualify,
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Sent By: UFA;To: Rep. Fred Dyson J e tS u i t e ;
A t: 465-4587

Feb-14-02 4:01PM; Page 1 /2

UNITED FISHERMEN OF ALASKA

211 Fourth Street, Suite 110 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1172 

(907) 586-2820 
(907) 463-2545 Fax 

E-Mall: ufa@ufa-flsh.org 
www.ufa-1ish.org

CONTACT: Tom Gcramell
Executive Director
February 14,2002

Governor^ proposal offers a starting point for solving subsistence;
ANILCA changes should be added

United Fishermen o f Alaska (UFA) announced support for Governor Knowles' efforts to resolve 
the subsistence controversy but pointed to the need to include changes to ANILCA (Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation Act), the federal subsistence law, as part of a solution for 
the subsistence debate.
For over ten years, UFA has supported efforts to provide for a rural subsistence priority and to 
end federal subsistence management, UFA'S long-standing policy on subsistence calls for a 
three-part solution:

1. A constitutional amendment to allow a rural subsistence priority;
2. Changes to state law to put the rural priority into effect; and
3. Technical changes to ANILCA to correct deficiencies in the federal subsistence law.

"The Governor's proposal includes a constitutional amendment and state statutes that would 
provide dramatic increases in the protections for subsistence," said David Bedford, chair of 
UFA’s Subsistence Committee.
"However, the proposal docs not offer the modest protections that Alaskan commercial, sport, 
and personal use fishermen would gain from technical changes to ANILCA," he continued

UFA supports technical changes to ANILCA because that federal law ignores key issues, for 
example, it gives no guidance on the amount o f subsistence fish and game subsistence-harvesters 
can sell.
"Without changes to ANILCA to address the gaps in the law, federal courts will invent 
solutions," said Bedford.

Mcwccn aaflaugflnaua
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S en t By: UFA; J e tS u i t e ; Feb-14-02 4:01PM; Page 2 /2

"Solutions that make sense in a federal courtroom in San Francisco can have adverse impacts 
hero at home," he continued
"I am glad to see that the Governor has put a proposal on the table to resolve subsistence," said 
Bob Thorstenson, President o f UFA.
"With the Governor proposing a constitutional amendment and suggestions tor changes to state 
statutes, the glass is definitely half-full, If we add technical changes to ANILCA we might have 
a package that will make it this time,” he continued.
"We will continue work with all interested groups to support subsistence and end federal 
involvement in munagement o f fish and game," Thorstenson concluded.

#30#
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B o r  "F o s te r in g  N a tiv e  S e lf -D e te rm in a tio n  in  P r im a ry  C are , P re v e n tio n  a n d  H e a lth  P ro m o tio n ."

Testimony of Valerie Davidson, Executive Vice President
valcrie_davidson@ykhc.org

Thank you for the opportunity to be heard today. The Yukon-Kuskokwim Health 
Corporation opposes any change to reduce the eligibility for Denali KidCare from its current 
level. We understand that HB 367 proposes to reduce eligibility from 200% of the federal 
poverty level to 150%. An estimated 3,821 children and 722 pregnant women who now receive 
health coverage under Denali KidCare would lose health care coverage.

As you deliberate, we ask you to remember that the need for medical care does not 
distinguish whether a woman or child is eligible for Denali KidCare. The need for medical care 
arises, regardless of the coverage. People who don’t have health insurance are less likely to seek 
routine medical care. Rather, they often wait until the situation is more chronic and an 
emergency arises. That family is then forced to seek emergency medical treatment at an ER at 
double the cost. Tragically, what this means is that the population that most needs our medical 
assistance, low income children and women, will be forced to pay for their own medical care 
with dollars that they don’t have.

Even in these times of national tragedy, our nation as a whole is moving to expand 
services to women and children. In fact, other states are talang measures to expand their CHIP 
coverage. According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services:

• In 38 states and the District of Columbia, CHIP coverage is now available for children 
whose family income is 200 percent of the federal poverty level (FPL) or higher.

• Before the CHIP program, only six states had Medicaid income eligibility levels at or 
above 200 percent of FPL and that was for infants only.

• States report that more than 75 percent of children enrolled in SCHIP in 2001 were 
between the ages of 6 and 18. Medicaid generally covers younger children at higher 
income eligibility levels. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Press Release, 
February 6,2002.

Eligibility Levels o f Other States include:
California

» 300% federal poverty level for ages 0 -2
• 250% federal poverty level for ages 2 -1 9  

Minnesota
• 280% federal poverty level for ages 0 - 2
■ 275% federal poverty level for ages 2 -1 9

. New York &  Washington
• 250% federal poverty level

- P.O. Box 528— -Be the l , Alaska 99559---- 907-543-6000-------1-800-478-3321
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New Mexico
® 235% federal poverty level 

Nevada just amended their CHIP program:
• 200% federal poverty level
• Nevada’s CHIP plan expanded health coverage to an estimated 1,700 

children whose parents lose their jobs.
• Parents’ unemployment compensation is not considered in determining 

eligibility for CHIP
New Jersey:

• 200% federal poverty level
• Covers both parents of CHIP eligible children and Pregnant Women 

Arizona & Michigan
• 200% federal poverty level

Studies also indicate that there are “racial and ethnic minority groups are much more 
likely than whites (as much as 2.5 times the rate) to be uninsured and are less likely to have job- 
based health insurance coverage. Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Access to Health Insurance 
and He -1th Care, UCLA Center for Health Policy Research and the Henry J. Kaiser Family 
Foundation, 2000.

• Contrary to widespread assumptions that most American Indians and Alaska 
Natives (AI/ANs) have access to IHS services, only one in 5 people reported 
having IHS coverage or access to those services. Id.

• Ethnic minorities arc disadvantaged by low family incomes. In fact, 50% of all 
nonclderly AT/ANs have family incomes below 200%b of the federal poverty 
level, twice the rate for whites (23%).

• “The same proportion of AI/ANs who report not having IHS coverage are poor or 
near poor (47%), a group that clearly would not have the financial resources to 
obtain health insurance or health care services without access to employment- 
based insurance (that does not require a substantial contribution), Medicaid, or 
other public coverage.

• The study concluded that, “available data suggest that IHS and tribal health care 
services are inadequate to compensate for low rates of other coverage and to 
provide minimally adequate access to health care,” Id,

• Furthermore, AN/AI families are less likely to have private health insurance than 
other races and more likely to depend on federal health systems for health care. 
Medicaid and the Uninsured: Health Insurance Coverage and Access to Care 
Among American Indians and Alaska Natives. The Henry J. Kaiser Family 
Foundation, June 2000.

IHS LEVEL OF NEED FUNDED
The assertion that all AI/ANs get free health care coverage from the federal government 

is simply not true. The federal government provides very limited health services through the IHS 
as a part of the United States’ trust responsibility to tribes.
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• The budget to provide these services is limited and provides care only to those 
individuals who arc members or descendents of federally recognized tribes and 
located in areas where services arc accessible.

• A recent report by the federal government indicated that tl e IHS appropriation 
provides only 59% of the funding needed to provide health care to AI/ANs.

• An additional $1.2 billion dollars would be necessary to raise the funding level to 
100% of the need.

• Furthermore, an additional $3 billion would be required to expand coverage to 1 
million Indians not now served by the Indian Health Systems. Level of Need 
Funded Study, December 1999.

In August 2001, Secretary Thompson launched an initiative to encourage states to expand 
access to health care coverage for low-income individuals through the Medicaid and SCHIP 
program, which HHS' Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) administers. The 
initiative gives states more flexibility to coordinate these companion programs and offers a 
simpler application for states that commit to reducing the number of people without health 
insurance. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Press Release, February 4,2002.

Nationally, the estimated ’mspent FY 1998 CHIP funds was $916 million as of June,
2000.

• To fhrther strengthen SCHIP, President Bush's fiscal year 2003 budget would make 
available to states an estimated $3.2 billion in unused SCHIP funds that otherwise 
would return to the federal treasury. The SCHIP law originally required that funds 
be taken from states that did not use their full SCHIP allotment during the previous 
three years. Extending the availability of expiring funds will enable all states to 
expand coverage to the uninsured.

• Secretary Thompson said, “This is money that went unspent by states and was due to 
be returned to the treasury. We've created a model waiver program for states seeking 
innovative ways to cover its citizens with SCHIP, and the availability of this money 
makes SCHIP a powerful tool for providing health care to children and their parents.
In just one year, we approved waivers and state plan amendments to extend health 
coverage to 1.8 million people and enhance benefits for 4.5 million people. We also 
eliminated the waiver backlog.” February 4,2002

• Thus, Alaska stands to benefit from the underutilized CHIP funds allocated to 
other states from prior years.

• If Alaska underutiiizes our allocation of CHIP funds by reducing our eligibility 
for CHIP, exactly the opposite would happen: the dollars allocated for Alaskan 
families would be directed to families in other states by the Dept, of Health and 
Human Services.

We respectfully request, on behalf of the people who need our assistance the most, to retain 
the 200% federal poverty level eligibility criteria for the Denali KidCarc program. Thank 
you for the opportunity to be heard today.
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I C s d l C a r e f t  A l a s k a ’s  F e d e r a l  P o v e r t y  L e v e l  

( F P L )  E l i g i b i l i t y  G u i d e l i n e s

Income standards e ffective April. 1, 2001
NOTE An uuiMi n cmid nl a pregnant vvpimnj^t^imiTOhfHt] c lamily j»i.:c lor pivj'aiiiiji-^itmiTrrrtwJuj^

m B a l i
M onthly Income
' .Kiiii wiiii rttliiT X Jitalt h i ec

Annuallricoine
Vvids \Vl 1 lii. li oln s ui a (tt<\ 
1'irniunl wdnitii'will, or ■witnoiir hcntih insuraiia’

. i t w r p i ;

; M onth ly Incoihc
Kit.li wiili'no iimitaiicc-; • I’rtwjam women with or • wtinout lieallh iimiiraiiii-

.7; 206%.-FFLC;a
i $16,095 $1,34.1 $21,460 $1,789

$21,765 $1,814- $24,020 $2,414
$27.-1 5s) S i 2RV

r * —•** •••••• *i
I $ Hi 380 1 $3,044

S n ,H )5 $2,7^4^) $44 ,140 < ^ J3 .C > 74^ )

• i $'38,775 $3,232 $51,700 .$4 304
* *f a $44 44 'j $3,70-1 i $34 200 ! $4 414

$50.115 $4,177 $00,820 I $3,504
" * 1! s $55,785 $4.04V $74,380 SO, 144

1 1 . iddll'O liali $ 5,(>70 1 $ 47* 3 $ 75(>0 $ 030

Key Points
♦ ! • »:*u- I a b o v e  arc gross income O', lo ir law* arc taken oui)

+  ...... eligihilnv is j’cnci ally based on income lor the 30davs prior to the process mi; ol
(in application

♦ \ 1 md.ird ilvdiK.11«in per moiuh lor work expense and a standard deduction per month 
■: .vjvM lent «.arc expense may appl\

♦ :V;i;Min,m Fund Dividends aiv not counted as income

+ \i;v,»nc u n  apply lor hcrOiimscll or on hcludl of a child or teen

♦ t ! . • vliuihilits is dcicrmnicd based on biological or adoptive parent income 

•f i Inktien w nh other insurance may still bo eligible
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Februaiy 13,2002

Dear Rep. Coghiil

I  have Just been informed o f a proposition that is trying to be 
passed that would eliminate Denali K id  Care. I  just want to share a 
little stoiy o f how beneficial Denali K id Care to our family and 
why this would be a devastation if  this b ill passed.

W e moved to Alaska in ’99, at that time we did not have health 
insurance. W e had 4-year-old daughter and l- 1/* year old twins.
W e could not afford foe $600+ a month for insurance we would 
have to pay through C O B R A  to continue insurance. W e qualified 
for Insurance for our children through Denali K id  Care.

three months after we arrived in Alaska, it was discovered that 
our oldest daughter Darci, who has Down Syndrome, would need 
open-heart surgery to correct a birth defect in her heart. Since that 
type o f surgery cannot bo performed here in Alaska, we had to go 
to Portland for foe Surgery. I cannot praise enough the quick -  
hassle free response that we received fonns Denali K id  Care.
D arci had surgery, came through it just fine and is now a healthy 
6 Vz year old going to 1st grade, Darci continues to have multiple 
health care concerns that are associated with Down Syndrome, but 
J feel like we are a success story,

W e now have insurance with my employer and are getting 
back on our feet. But, you can imagine the expense we would 
have had to undergo for such procedures and I do not feel we 
would be where we arc today without the assistance o f Denali K id  
Care.

This is just one o f the stories that I have about the benefits o f 
Denali K id  Care, with a family o f 3 little girls I  have many. But, 
please understand, that families like my own, that just need a little 
help to get back on their feet would probably suffer the most from 
this b ill passing.

Sincerely, Dana Owens.

BSZO'fiBi'-TSfiiUlMO ' ' ' WdC&gtOOtYTttMw'MpiaupaM
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES

M E D IC A L  C A R E  A D V IS O R Y  C O M M IT T E E

P.O.BOX 110600 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99011-0600 
PHONE: (007)465-3355 
FAX: (907) 46S-22M

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

February 12,2002

The I ionorablc Fred Dyson 
Alaska State Legislature 
Capitol Room 104 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Dyson,

Oil behalf o f the Medical Caro Advisory Committee, I would like to express the 
committee’ s concern regarding House B ill 367. Required by federal law, the Alaska 
Medical Cave Advisory Committee is responsible for advising the State’ s Medicaid 
agency on policy and program changes to the Medicaid program. The committee 
members include health care consumers and providers from across the state o f Alaska.

Tho Medical Care Advisory Committee has had tho opportunity to provide input to the 
Department o f Health and Social Services on the Denali KidCare pregram throughout its 
development. Wc have heard from consumers and providers about their experiences with 
the Denali KidCare program. From our review, we learned that the program has been 
overwhelming successful in reaching needy families and has contributed immensely to 
the stability o f these families. We also learned that parents were able to stay employed 
even if their children got ill because their children had health carc coverage through tho 
Denali KidCarc program. These families feci empowered that they can both maintain 
employment and provide the right care for their children.

From the beginning, the Medical Care Advisory Committee supported the development 
o f Denali KidCarc program for a number o f reasons. Numerous studies have documented 
that the percentage o f children without health insurance has grown rapidly in recent 
years. Contributing significantly to the declining trend in health insurance is the decline 
in employer financial support for health care coverage for their employee’ s dependents. 
Families who meet the income eligibility guidelines for Denali KidCarc often do not have 
the option o f an employer financed health insurance plan for their dependents, and even if 
they do, they can not afford to pay their share o f the health carc premiums, deductibles, 
and copayments. The Medical Carc Advisory Committee knows that children without 
health oaro coverage arc six times more likely to go without needed medical carc, five 
limes more likely to use the hospital emergency room as a regular source o f carc, and 
four times more likely to luvs necessary care delayed. Tt is important to a child’ s
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development that they receive appropriate medical carc. I f  a child develops a chronic 
health problem, studies have shown that it can affect that child’s health and well being for 
decades to come and children, especially young children, should rccoive annual doctor 
visits to monitor their growth and development. Children without health care coverage 
arc also more likely to bo missing some o f their immunizations.

For these reasons, the Medical Care Advisory Committee strongly supports the Denali 
KidCarc program and urges the legislature to maintain the current eligibility fo r the 
program.

Gary Givens, R.Ph., Anchorage 
Angela Gonzalez, Anchorage

cc: House Health, Education, and Social Services Committco, Alaska Slate
legislature 

Governor Tony Knowles 
Commissioner Jay Li vey

Sincerely,

Paiti Hong, RN 
Chair

Medical Care Advisory Committee members:
David Alexander, MD, Anchorage 
Sam “ Lnvada”  Bush, Fairbanks 
Jim CulJey, Valdez 
Mario Davlin, Juneau 
Kathy Dillard, Kodiak

Brenda Knapp, Juneau 
Marilyn Mories, Palmer 
Karen Pearson, Juneau

Patti Hong, RN, Anchorage 
Greg Johnson, DDS, Fairbanks
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COVENANT HOUSE ALASKA

Speaker: Anthony M. Lombardo 
Director of Advocacy

Date: 02-14-2002

Rc: Testimony on HB 367, IIouso HES committee

Covenant House Alaska has secured information from the administrators of Denali Kidcare regarding the 
specific effect of a rollback of the coverage level from 200% to 150% of poverty level as proposed O N  
OUR SPECIFIC CLIENT POPULATION, NAM E L Y  TEENS 13-19 YEARS OLD.

'Hie information received indicates that 3316 teenagers statewide will lose their coverage if the rollback is 
introduced. Covenant House Alaska champions better health and living conditions for all teens, but 
especially for homeless and at risk kids. Removing health coverage availability from uninsured, working 
single parent and moderately low income families will do nothing to help our kids in Alaska and will only 
worsen the situation of Die kids at Covenant House. For tills reason alone, Covenant House Alaska opposes 
the rollback.

In addition, there has been a lot of discussion regarding the math of this program, I understand the state 
statistics to be that we pay 5 million dollars of state funds to receive 12 million dollars of federal funds.

Apparently, those funds cover 26,935 enrollees of which about (40%)!0,457 are Alaska Natives. Wc  are 
reimbursed for their participation 100% and the Native Health Community apparently derives other 
benefits by participating 111 the program,

I may N O T  understand the i.ialh, But I think THAT MEANS APPROXIMATELY 40% OF OUR 5 
MILLION DOLLARS COMES BACK TO THE STATE, DUE TO THE NUMBER OF ALASKA 
NATIVE PARTICIPANTS.

SO THEN, IT SEEMS W E  ARE REALLY ONLY SPENDING ABOUT 3 MILLION DOLLARS TO GET 
12 MILLION DOLLARS OF FEDERAL INCOME.

Tl IAT’S A  4X RETURN ON OUR DOLLAR IN CAPITAL, available for health carc in this state,
THAT’S QUITE AN  ASSET. I wish 1 could find a mutual fund that would do that. A N D  W E  ARE 
INSURING 26935 A! ASKANS. Not exactly your wasteful government program.

We_bciicvc dis-investing in such a successful asset is a bad idea. And personally, if you would like to 
dispose of such an income generating asset, I'd  like to bid at tho auction.

Thank you.

MAILING: RO. BOX 104640, ANCHORAGE, ALASKA SOSKMfiflO 
(607) 272-1255



N A TIO N A L A S S O C IA T IO N  O F S O C IA L  W O RK ERS 
A LA SK A  C H A P TER

4161 Patterson Circle Anchorage, Alaska 99504-4680 
907-332-NASW(6279) l-800-478-NASW(6279) 907/332-6270 (fax) 

w  e-mail: naswak@ alaska.net www.naswak.ora
A L A S K A  C H A P T E R

The National Association of Social Workers is the world's largest organization of social workers, with 155,000 members 

including over 500 members in Alaska. N A S W  is committed to the concept of social justice a nd will advocate for the well 

being of individuals, families and communities in Alaska. N A S W  supports the vital role of government in providing for basic 

human needs and will promote policies that empower people to live more humane, productive, and independent lives. The 

Alaska Chapter of N A S W  is concerned about a range of issues that affect the quality of life for all Alaskans and the ability of 

social workers to provide quality services.

HB 367 “ Medical Assistance Program Coverage”

Chairman Dyson, members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to address you today on H B  

367. M y  name is Sarah Lewis and I am a member of the Social Action Committee of the National Association of 

Social Workers Alaska Chapter. The N A S W  Alaska Chapter strongly opposes H B  367 and its impact on reducing 

access to health care for children and pregnant women currently eligible for the Denali KidCare Program.

N A S W  is a membership organization representing over 500 professional social workers in Alaska. Each 

day our members serve children and pregnant women who directly benefit from the hea’th care services they can 

access through Denali KidCare. Health care insurance is vital to the wellbeing of Alaska’s children, which is why 

Denali KidCare has brought such a positive impact to our children since its inception in 1999.

Pregnant women enrolled in Denali KidCare are eligible to receive prenatal care and give their future 

children a healthy start in life. Children with Denali KidCare coverage are more likely to receive well-baby and 

well-child care, immunizations and will have health problems identified and treated early. These are all critical 

cost savings for all tax payers. At $522 per child for the state’s contribution, Alaska is able to match federal grant 

funds and to provide eligible children and pregnant women critical care health care services - a WIN-WIN for 

Alaska.

H B  367 proposes a reduction in the eligibility to 150% of the federal poverty level, directly impacting 

working families in Alaska who are striving to provide the best for their kids -  yet who work in jobs with no 

health care benefits for their families. If H B  367 passes, 3.821 children and 722 pregnant women will lose their 

health care coverage. When uninsured children and pregnant women’s health needs arc not provided, we all pay 

-- for more expensive care in hospital emergency rooms and clinics, for treatment of chronic illnesses, as well as 

the long terms costs of infants bom with low birth weights, poor health outcomes and intensive care needs.

H B  367 is heralded as a cost savings to Alaskans, yet the $5 million saved today results in giving up 

$11.9 million in federal funds and compromising the health of our children. Short sighted budget cuts like this arc 

ineffective policy, especially when wc need long term fiscal planning and responsible investment in our future - 

Alaska’s children. On behalf of five hundred N A S W  Alaska Chapter members, I urge you to table H B  367.

mailto:naswak@alaska.net
http://www.naswak.ora
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ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99508-4684

PHONE (907) 562-2423

Testimony on HB 367

I ’ m a pediatrician in Anchorage and I am testifying fo r m yself and, with their 
concurrence, fo r the Anchorage pediatric community, '(attached-is a letter-frem-Di^Jef f  
E)emamrth&-€hairofPe4iatt46s at Providcnee-Hospita l)- ( f k *

I ’m also testifying on behalf o f  the Alaska Medical Care Advisory Committee. The 
MCAC is your committee that meets fo r two days four times a year to discuss Medicaid 
issues. We talk with a vast panorama o f  providers and recipients o f  Medicaid services, 
(attached is a letter from the MCAC written by it’ s Chair, Patty Hong, RN )

No one in any group wants to waste money. But everyone in the provider section as well 
as in the recipient section feels the state is absolutely getting its monies worth

Right now the fo lks who are in entry level jobs, whether they are getting o f f  welfare or 
coming out o f  school, have that health safety net fo r their children, both born and unborn. 
Most o f  them have places o f  employment that cannot afford to o ffe r any significant 
fam ily health insurance. I f  the eligibility threshold for Medicaid were to be cut from 
200%  to 150% their children would probably have to go uninsured.

The state government would have about $5 m illion more in it’ s coffers, but the people o f  
the state would have $11 or $12 m illion less o f  federal money. (Please don’ t hold me to 
the exact numbers, but the concept is right)

I f  there were really sick children in the family, o r i f  the mother were to be pregnant, they 
would have to quit working to obtain basic Medicaid services, else the children, bom and 
unborn, would surely suffer.

If, as would most often be the case, the children were basically healthy the parents could 
continue to work in the hopes o f  getting a jo b  with insurance. Preventive care would be 
minimized and i f  the children became ill those parents would delay medical care, because 
there would be no money. I f  the child became more ill they would go to the emergency 
room where they know they can get free care. (The federal law says so!) But there is no 
free care, and emergency care is very expensive. The medical community w ill pick up 
the tab. And like any good business they w ill try their best to spread those losses amongst 
those whose bills w ill now be larger than they should have been. And there w ill already 
be that $11 m illion o f  federal money that w ill be missing so ther' is less money to go 
around. Their Health insurance, i f  they have it, w ill cost more, and the coverage w ill be 
less inclusive.

Basically, the program now provides reasonable coverage to a group o f  people who need 
it. Some are the children who don’ t vote yet, but who w ill clearly be the biggest losers



because their care w ill now be minimized and w ill lose its continuity. Some are adult 
women trying to get their collective feet on the ground who require obstetrical care.

Cutting this safety net could drive some o f  them back onto welfare, o r into despair, or 
into divorce. At the very least it w ill further marginalize these families and certainly 
decrease their access to quality medical care.

For humanitarian reasons, fo r financial reasons, fo r common sense reasons, I urge you 
to vote NO on HB 367.

Thank you.
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES

M E D IC A L  C A  R E  A D V IS O R  Y C O M M IT T E E j

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

P.O. BOX 110660 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99311-0660 
PHONE: (907) 465-3360 
FAX: {907) 465-2204

February 12, 2002

The Honorable Fred Dyson 

Alaska State Legislature 

Capitol R o o m  104 
Juneau, A K  99S01

Deal' Representative Dyson,

O n  behalf of the Medical Care Advisory Committee, f would like to express the 
committee’s concern regarding House Bill 367. Required by federal law, ihc Alaska 
Medical Care Advisory Committee is responsible for advising the State’s Medicaid 
agency on policy and program changes to the Medicaid program. The committee 

members include health care consumers and providers from across the state of Alaska.

The Medical Carc Advisory Committee has had the opportunity to provide input to the 
Department of Health and Social Services on the Denali KidCare program throughout its 

development. W e  have heard from consumers and providers about their experiences with 
the Denali KidCare program. From our review, we  learned that the program has been 
overwhelming successful in reaching needy families and has contributed immensely to 
the stability of these families. W e  also learned that parenis were able to stay employed 

even if their children got ill because their children had health care coverage through the 
Denali KidCarc program. These families feel empowered that they can both maintain 

employment and provide the right care for their children.

From the beginning, the Medical Care Advisory Committee supported the development 
of Denali KidCarc program for a number of reasons. Numerous studies have documented 
that the percentage of children without health insurance has grown rapidly in recent 
years. Contributing significantly to the declining trend in health insurance is the decline 
in employer financial support for health care coverage for their employee’s dependents. 
Families who meet Lhe income eligibility guidelines for Denali KidCarc often do not have 
the option of an employer financed health insurance plan for their dependents, and even if 
they do, they can not afford to pay their share of the health carc premiums, deductibles, 
and copayments. The Medical Care Advisory Committee knows that children without 
health care coverage are six times more likely to go without needed medical carc, five 
limes more likely to use the hospital emergency room as a regular source of carc, and 
four times more likely to have necessary care delayed. Tt is important to a child’s
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development that they receive appropriate medical care. If a child develops a chronic 
health problem, studies have shown that it can affect that child’s health and well being for 
decades to come and children, especially young children, should receive annual doctor 
visits to monitor their growth and development. Children without health carc coverage 

are also more likely to be missing some of their immunizations.

For these reasons, the Medical Cure Advisory Committee strongly supports the Denali 
KidCore program and urges the Legislature to maintain the current eligibility for the 
program.

Sincerely,

Po jXc 'IU *

Patti Hong, R N  

Chair

Medical Care Advisory Committee members:

David Alexander, M O .  Anchorage
S a m  “Lavada” Bush, Fairbanks

Jim Culley, Valdez
Marie Darlin, Juneau

Kathy Dillard, Kodiak
Gary Givens, R.Ph., Anchorage
Angela Gonzalez, Anchorage

Patti Hong, RN, Anchorage 
Greg Johnson, DDS, Fairbanks 

Brenda Knapp, Juneau 
Marilyn M ’ories, Palmer 

Karen Pearson, Juneau

cc: House I-lealth, Education, and Social Services Committee, Alaska State
Legislature 

Governor Tony Knowles 
Commissioner Jay Livcy



February 1 2, 2002

Fred Dyson
10928 Eagle R iver Rd., Suite 148 
Eagle River, A K  99577

RE: HB 367 Hearing

I am a single parent with four children (three at home), work fu ll time and attend the 
University o f  Alaska ha lf time in order to secure a future for my children and myself. 
Even with fu ll time employment, I  still struggle financially and need some temporary 
support until I have completed my education.

Denali KidCarc has been a wonderful benefit fo r our family. I no longer have to decide if 
they can make it until Monday because I cannot afford to take them to a doctor gambling 
their health over money. It has made access to medical treatment more available by 
reducing the financial burden that is often expected at time o f treatment. My children no 
longer have to ask, “ Can we afford glasses o r medicine.”

Denali KidCarc has decreased the stress level in our home by affording access to needed 
medial carc fo r my children.

Sincerely,

Geri Heincr 
UAA Student/Mother
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S ara  J . Jackson  F e b ru a ry  1 2 , 2002
S t . F r a n c is  House
3710 E . 20 Avenue A nchorage  AK 99508 
222-7323 s ja c k s o n @ c s s . a k .o r g

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  Dyson and HESS Com m ittee :

I  am h e re  to d a y  t o  speak  b o th  i r  a p r o f e s s io n a l  and  a 

p e r s o n a l c a p a c it y . I  am th e  m anager o f  S t , F r a n c is  H ouse , a 

p ro g ram  o f  C a t h o l ic  S o c ia l  S e rv ic e s , t h a t  d e l iv e r s  em ergency 

s e r v ic e s  t o  e c o n o m ic a lly  s t r u g g l in g  f a m i l ie s ?  a n d , I  am a ls o  

th e  g ran d m o th e r o f  a b u b b ly , gene rous  13 y e a r  o ld  g i r l ,  who 

w i l l  no lo n g e r  have  h e a lt h  in s u ra n c e  i f  t h i s  b i l l  p a sse s  

in t o  la w . I  have w o rked  i n  t h i s  community f o r  o v e r  30 y e a r s , 

most o f  t h a t  t im e  f o r  n o n - p r o f i t ,  human s e r v ic e  o r ie n t e d  

p ro g ra m s . I  am g u i l t y  o f  c h o o s in g  m is s io n  o v e r  f i n a n c i a l  

re w a rd . F o r b e t t e r  o r  f o r  worse my d a u g h te r  has  chosen  th e  

same p a th  and h o ld s  a key  p o s it io n  i n  a w e l l  known non­

p r o f i t  agency  t h a t  p r o v id e s  a v i t a l  p u b l ic  s e r v ic e  i n  

A n c ho ra ge . She i s  a s in g le  m o the r , who w o rks  v e r y  h a rd  and 

b r in g s  home $ 1 ,9 4 4  each m onth . Out o f  t h a t  she must p a y  an 

$800 m o rtg a g e , $200 i n  u t i l i t y  paym ents , $200 c a r  paym en t, 

$80 c a r  in s u r a n c e , v e h ic le  gas  and m a in te n an c e , fo o d , 

c lo t h in g ,  s c h o o l s u p p l ie s ,  and p e r s o n a l it e m s , f o r  h e r s e l f  

and h e r  d a u g h te r , and m e d ic a l and p r e s c r ip t io n  co-paym ents . 

T here  i s  no c o n c e iv a b le  way t h a t  she can a f f o r d  th e  $450 

d ependen t prem ium  t o  c o ve r h e r  c h i ld  on h e r  a g e n c y 's  

in s u ra n c e  p la n .  S o , i f  HB 367 s h o u ld  p a s s , my g ra n d d a u g h te r  

w i l l  once a g a in  be i n  th e  p o s it io n  t h a t  she has  been i n  most 

o f  h e r  l i f e :  b a la n c e d  p r e c a r io u s ly  on th e  t ig h t r o p e  o f  

e x is t e n c e  w it h  no s a fe t y  n e t  beneath  h e r  and w it h  l i t t l e  o r  

no p r e v e n t a t iv e  h e a lt h  c a re .

I  a p p e a l to  you  on b e h a l f  o f  my own f a m i ly  and th e  

f a m i l i e s  o f  many o f  my c o l le a g u e s , as w e l l  as many o f  th o se  

f a m i l i e s  t h a t  we s e rv e  i n  o u r p ro g ram s . P le a s e  do n o t  t r y  

to  b o ls t e r  th e  s t a t e  b u d ge t by  p u t t in g  o u r  c h i ld r e n ,  o u r  

most p r e c io u s  re s o u rc e , a t  r i s k .

mailto:sjackson@css.ak.org
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In  addition to medical costs, families o f  individuals with disabilities often face 

higher than normal costs which should be taken into consideration when establishing 
their eligibility for programs such as Denali K id  Care.

♦ Many individuals have special dietary requirements that result in increased 
food costs. Some disabilities limit the body’ s ability to absorb certain 
vitamins and minerals, requiiing individual with these disabilities to have 
a diet rich in these nutrients. Some people have adverse reactions to the 
more inexpensive sources o f  important nutrients. In extreme cases, gastro­
intestinal conditions and the side effects o f  medications may require 
individuals to limit their food intake to expensive liquid diets.

♦ Individuals with disabilities may require special clothing i f  their bodies do 
not fit into standard clothing; this clothing may on ly be available through 
specialized firms o r might have to be custom made. In either case such 
clothing costs more than clothing available “ o f f  the rack.”

♦ Families may incur highu' than average utility expenses i f  a family 
member relies on electric powered devices such as a respirator. Individual 
who are sensitive to small temperature fluctuations may incur higher than 
normal costs fo r heating and cooling their homes.

♦ Child care fo r a child with a disability may be very expensive for the 
family. Child care providers may charge higher rates to care fo r a child 
with a disability.

A ll o f  these items can add up to increased costs to the fam ily o f  a child with a 
disability. Such costs need to be taken into consideration when establishing the income 
threshold fo r a program such as Denali K id  Care. While 200 percent o f  the federal 
poverty level may seem like sufficient income on paper, in reality the additional costs 
which the fam ily must pay may be placing families well under the poverty level.

Creating Change That Improves The Lives Of People With Disabilities



According to a State Health Care Briefing Book developed by the National Center 
For Policy Analysis, the cost fo r prenatal care can be as low as a couple o f  hundred 
dollars while the average cost o f  providing medical care to a premature baby is almost 
$20,000 more than the cost o f  a normal birth. This same briefing points out that 
preventive care is not cost effective i f  provided to the entire population but is cost 
effective i f  targeted to those who cannot access such services without a program such as 
Denali K id Care.

The 1997 Annual Report o f  the North Coast Health Ministry based in Lakewood 
Ohio states that even when families making 200 percent o f  the federal poverty level have 
insurance their coverage is fo r catastrophic events only. The report further states that it is 
the experience o f  the North Coast Health Ministry that many patients do not seek out 
preventive care as the cost is too prohibitive, and when people don’ t have coverage 
(either private insurance o r Medicaid) they are forced to utilize emergency room  services 
which are the most expensive form  o f  health care.

We must all work together to find reasonable and effective ways to manage 
Medicaid costs, but not by cutting programs when such cuts w ill force children and 
families into high cost emergency services. Preventive and ongoing services such as 
Denali K id Care must be provided fo r those families with the greatest need and least 
access to private insurance.



A l a s k a  W o m e n ’s &  C h i l d r e n ’s Clinic

11823 Old Glenn Highway, Suite 110 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

Phone (907) 696-2273 Fax (907) 694-8446

My name is Cynthia Ebelacker. I am past president and ccrrent board member o f the Alaska 
Nurse Practitioner Association. There are over 425 nurse practitioners in Alaska. Altogether we .
care for thousands o f  Denali Kid Care patients. X  acUa hj^£.

I  also own a small private clinic in Eagle River. Sixty five percent o f my pediatric patients and 
pregnant women are able to see me because they have Denali Kid Care. Since the Kid Care 
insurance came on board in March o f 1999,1 have seen small miracles happen every day.
We could just look at the practical side o f this extremely affordable health insurance for children.

• It doesn’t seem logical to lose $11.9 million federal aid dollars to save a mere $5 million 
dollars o f state dollars while denying badly needed healthcare to our children.

• In a state with the dubious honor o f leading the nation with its infant and maternal mortality 
rates, do we really want to deny prenatal care to over 700 women? The cost o f healthcare for 
very small premature infants is hundreds ofth^'sands o f dollars for each baby. You would 
do well to look at the rate o f premature births among lower income women who qualified for 
Denali Kid Care over the last 3 years. I think you will find a big decrease in numbers o f 
preemie births from the rate prior to DKC making prenatal care available to hundreds o f 
women.

® Nearly a third o f the Denali dollars have been spent on mental health care for children. It 
makes sense i f  you consider that children whose health and development are often neglected 
at a critical early stage, will eventually require more o f our health care dollars to fix problems 
that could have been prevented with early detection and treatment.

But enough o f strictly pragmatic evidence that Denali has and will continue to be cost effective 
healthcare due to its extremely preventative nature. You have those figures in front o f you.
We should put some faces on the small miracles that Denali has brought us. During the special 
well-baby & well-child exams called Early Periodic Screening & Developmental Testing DKC 
children get very comprehensive visits with a medical provider. Often it’s the first preventative 
care visit they’ve ever had. As a result, many serious health care problems have been discovered.

In my own practice the results have been amazing and when you multiply the similar experiences 
by the number o f medical practitioners seeing Denali patients -  we have had a great impact on 
health care by Denali Kid Care.
Take 7yr old Darci, a very advanced Down’s Syndrome child -  she is one o f  the highest 
functioning Down’s kids that I ’ve ever seen. Her language and cognitive and social skills are 
almost normal for her age level. But 3 years ago this wasn’t the case. When she saw me for a



well-child check-up at the age o f 4, she wasn’t talking, she had no energy and seemed very slow 
and severely retarded. At this visit I noticed an unusual heart murmur and I sent her to a 
cardiologist right away. Mom could afford to see him because the child had Denali Kid Care. 
Within a week she had life changing cardiac surgery to repair a serious narrowing in her heart 
vessels and within a few months she also got the ear tube surgery she needed to stop her chronic 
ear infections -  and today she is a productive young member o f society instead o f  a drain on our 
state’s resources.
Then there’s 9 year old William, who was sent to me for a physical from school because he was 
doing so badly -  not focusing, exhibiting acting out behaviors, ’ ooking neglected and seeming 
terribly small for his age. I performed an in-depth exam that included hearing testing, blood 
testing for anemia and urine testing. I discovered that he had no ear drums; they had ruptured 
repeatedly as a small child when dad couldn’t afford to bring him for medical care. He was also 
suffering from signs o f malnutrition. His single parent dad was almost deaf himself because o f he 
lack o f healthcare he received for his bad ears as a child. Denali Kid Care helped William get his 
eardrums repaired and he got medicine to treat his anemia. Our clinic rather adopted his family 
and this year we helped the family get food and toys and household items that were donated from 
around town. His teachers have called me to praise his improvements in language and demeanor. 
He will be a much better adjusted member o f our future society and he has Denali Kid Care to 
thank for that.
These are just two o f the hundreds o f stories I could tell. I have sent dozens o f  children on 
consults for ear surgery, tonsillectomies, hernia repairs, serious developmental delays in speech 
and motor skills, orthopedic surgeries, overwhelming tooth decay and abscesses and severe 
mental health disturbances.
I could provide you with evidence o f the positive outcomes this care has made possible. I keep 
very detailed records. The bottom line is that rather than becoming a continual drain on our 
resources these children actually get better and they require less care down the way.

The small investment the state o f Alaska makes to provide health care access has had unseen 
benefits and has improved the lives o f whole families because their children’ s many needs are 
identified and met.
Young pregnant women who previously received little preventative care during the critical early 
prenatal stages, now are identified with their first positive pregnancy test, we get them right on 
the program and closely follow them to a safe delivery o f  a healthy infant-then we closely 
monitor that infant with well child exams. We need to look at the mortality rates for mothers and 
infants in Anchorage and local communities since Denali Kid Care started.

Before you decide to save a few dollars in the big scheme o f tilings, have you done your 
homework to see what a difference Denali insurance has made in the lives o f  thousands o f 
Alaskans? We can take pride in the program Alaska has developed-it’s far superior to those in 
many other states.
Denali Kid Care is an investment in our future by assuring that today’s children become 
tomorrow’s healthy, productive citizens. It equalizes the healthcare field so that all o f  Alaska’ s 
children may lead healthier lives-not just the children o f the privileged few. Raising children 
today without adequate health care insurance should not be a source o f  pride-nor should it be the 
standard that Alaskan children are held to. None o f  our children should have to suffer physical or 
emotional pain due to a lack o f  affordable health care insurance.
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To: Health Education &  Social Services committee

From: Karen^redricksotf- Contract Health/Patient Access Manager • SEARHC

Fax: 907-465-4587

Good afternoon, Chairman Dyson and members of the Health Education &  Social Services Committee.

My name is Karen Fredrickson, and I am a representative from the SouthEast Alaska Regional Health 

Consortium. My organization is a consortium of 18 tribes throughout Southeast Alaska. U/e compact

with the federal government to provide Indian Health Services to the Native beneficiaries in Southeast

Afaska. ( am here to testify against making any changes to HB367.

We are all aware of the many benefits that Denali KidCare offers to our children and pregnant mothers 

In Alaska. The birth rate of American Indians and Alaska Natives is 63 percent greater, with infant 

mortality 22 percent higher than the overall U.S. rate. fSource: Indian Health "Trends in Indian 

Health" I999-2000J Vet. despite these serious health care needs the.percentage of uninsured Natives 

continues to remain much higher at 27.1 percent than that of most populations in the U.S. fSource: 

1999 U.S. CensusJ.

When Denali KidCare/S’CHIP first came on board we had 393 visits the first year which increased to 

9.706 by the end of 2001.

The impact has been tremendous. DKC otters services that SEARHC does not provide. The main one 

being able to have pediatric dentists coming into our villages and provide quality dental care to our 

Alaskan children.

NO.850 P . i
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SEARHC beneficiaries enrolled under this program costs the State of Alaska NOTHING! The federal 

government matches this funding at the 100% rate for Native people covered by Denali Kidcare n̂d 

served at tribal facilities. As you are aware, one of the benefits for the State to develop its SCHiP 

Program_was the federal match money,

It is a mistake to assume that Native people have all of their health needs covered as we are not fully 

funded by the Indian Health Service for our health care delivery system. SEARHC uses these Medicaid 

reimbursement funds to help supplement our Indian Health Service compact funds to expand and 

improve our current health care u nices.

SEARHC is shocked and surprised by our legislators for recommending any changes fo such a vital 

program for our Alaska children as they are our future! it is important that we continue fo provide a

healthy future for them, (f makes good fiscal sense to continue Denali KidCare and to ensure healthy

Alaskan children and pregnant women.

Through Denali KldCare and its service to our Alaskan children, you get a "BIG BANG” for your buck. 

We are asking that you maintain Denali KldCare eligibility at its current level.

Thank you for your time fo allow me to express our concerns.

cc: Frank Sutton. Uice President. Hospital Services

Testimony - L IO  Office
February 14, 2002 3:00 p.m. Page - 2



Opposition of HB 367

Subject: Opposition of HB 367
Date: Wed, 13 Feb 2002 17:48:55 -0800 

From: "Karen Dieringer" <kdieringer@fairbanksnative.org>
To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>, 

<Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_John_CoghilI@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us>

I o b j e c t  t o  H o u s e  B i l l  3 6 7 .  I f e e l  t h e  S O A  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  p r o v i d i n g  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  
c o v e r a g e  f o r  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  p r e g n a n t  m o t h e r s  i n  n e e d .

K a r e n  D i e r i n g e r  

2 0 1  F i r s t  A v e n u e ,  S u i t e  2 0 0  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 1

2/15/2002 1:02 PM
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HB 367

Subject: HB  367
Date: Thu, 14 Feb 2002 10:29:45 -0900 

From: Kathie Elmore <kelmore@gci.net> 
Organization: The Elmore Clan

To: Representative_Fred_Dyson©legis.state.ak.us

Representative Fred Dyson

Dear Rep. Dyson
I am writing you to encourage you NOT to vote for HB367

I am an Employee of Parents Inc, and I also do surrogate work for our
Northstar School District, here in Fairbanks. I work with many families 
who just make the cut off now and struggle to get the Medical care that
they need for their children a lot of them have children with
Disabilities. How can we think about raising the proverty level when the 
children are not getting the Medical care needs met now? Please, I beg 
of you not to vote for this bill

Thank you for taking the time to consider not voting for HB367 

Kathie Elmore
Regional Coordinator for the Northern Region

Kathie C. Elmore < kclmorc@gei.nct>

I of I 'VI5/2002 2:41 PM
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Subject: HB 367
Date: Thu, 14 Feb 2002 10:16:53 -0900 

From: "Nancy Bale" <nancybale@gci.net>
To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>
CC : <Representative_Peggy_Wilson@Iegis.state.ak.us>,

<Representati ve_John_Coghi 11 @ legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Gary_Slevens@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representative Dyson,

As a nurse and employee in a program that serves at-risk youth, I would like to take this 
opportunity to comment on HB 367, a bill currently under consideration in your committee. This 
bill would lower income eligibility for families to participate in the Denali Kidcare Program. I have 
worked with teenagers since 1996, before the days of Denali Kidcare. At that time, we had only 
Medicaid for insuring our adolescents. When Denali Kidcare arrived on the scene, the clerical 
difficulties associated with Medicaid disappeared, and the adolescents covered under DKC were 
able to receive needed care.

While it is always possible to point to inequities in any program, my experience with Denali 
Kidcare has been that it is a positive, cost effective, and proactive way to ensure health care for 
vulnerable child populations.

Keep in mind that Denali Kidcare is NOT welfare, it is health insurance. No one is getting free 
monthly income from this program. It is, instead, a program that provides OPPORTUNITY to 
young people. Many of the teenagers whom I have cared for had received little or no access to 
dentistry before Kidcare, for example.

When Alaskan kids are 19, they must enter the Medicaid system in order to continue their health 
benefits. In that system, income guidelines are very restrictive. I think that the Denali Kidcare 
Program as it is, time-limited to serve youth, proactive in its attitude, and really very simple and 
cost effective, is a jewel in the State of Alaska's budget.

Please cut costs elsewhere. The benefits of Denali Kidcare are too numerous to ignore. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (907) 277-3825

Nancy Bale, RN

i or i 2/15/2002 2:41 PM
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Subject: HB  367
Date: Wed, 13 Feb 2002 14:24:18 -0800 (PST)

From: Ruth Lister <ruth_lister@yahoo.com>
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

Representative Dyson,
I strongly appeal to you to stop HB 367. ilkncw it is 
not a bill that you would support, given your 
dedication to children in Alaska. For working families 
on low incomes, Denali kidcare is a lifesaver. The 
small saving to the state made by reducing the 
elegibility from 200 to 150% of poverty is far 
outweighed by the cost of families going on TANF and 
other state funded programs due to their inability to 
pay medical costs, most families in this category are 
single parents in jobs that do not provide health 
insurance, and they will in time earn more and get out 
of the program. Healthy children do well in school and 
in life.
thank you, Ruth Lister

Do You Yahoo!?
Send FREE Valentine eCards with Yahoo! Greetings!
http://greetings.yahoo.com
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HB 367

Subject: H B  367
Date: Wed, 13 Feb 2002 10:57:23 -0900 

From: Janice Tower <jtower@aIaska.com>
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Representative Dyson,

I listened to yesterday's testimony on HB 367 and was quite amazed by 
the level of misunderstanding that certain Committee members have about 
the Denali KidCare program and other health programs that are available 
to children.

Considering that the program is funded by a lion's share of federal 
dollars, the benefits of the small amount of State funds that leverage 
this extremely worthwhile program are self-evident. Why certain 
Committee members cannot see this is a mystery to me. Reducing the 
eligibility level from 200% to 150% FPL would be analogous to telling 
DOT that we're going to trim back highway projects and send back all 
that federal transportation money because we have a billion dollar 
budget shortfall.

With Denali Kidcare, hundreds of fishermen's children can now have 
access to a most basic level of health care that will keep their kids 
healthy and avoid costly medical bills that result from poor access to 
primary care. Small business owners and their employees can sleep at 
night knowing that when their kids become ill, they can afford to go to 
the doctor. These people are not slackers living off the public dole. 
One comment was made that people were leaving their current health plans 
in droves simply to get "free health care" for their kids and save a 
buck for themselves. Reasonable parents v/ould not expose their children 
to a 12-month interim period in which their children would go uncovered 
while waiting to qualify for the Denali KiaCare program.

Lastly, I don't know who made the comment about there always being the 
WIC program! WIC feeds children. The program puts food in their 
stomachs so that they can grow healthy and their brains can fully 
develop. WIC is not a health care service.

I urge you to support Denali KidCare at its present 200% level. It's a 
program that makes intuitive sense, doesn't cost the state much, 
leverages a lot of federal money which our senators in Washington have 
lobbied hard for, and will not make one micron of a difference in 
balancing our state budget shortfall.

Thank you,

Janice Tower
7645 Griffith Street
Anchorage, AK 99507

I of I 2/15/2002 2:41 PM
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HB367

Subject: HB367
Date: Wed, 13 Feb 2002 10:52:27 -0900 

From: "Dan Ressler" <dressler@arc-anchorage.org>
To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

I have heard the your committee has HB367. I think in our tight economic times that 
asking the Federal Government to keep $11 Million doesn't seem prudent. Granted the 
$5 Million portion is Chunk of Change, but to prevent $17 Million of insurance to 
Children and Expectant Mothers for a savings of $5 Million doesn't make fiscal sense.

Dan Ressler 
Business Office

1 of I 2/15/2002 2:32 PM
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State Of Alaska 
Legislative Affairs Agency 
Kenai LIO 
145 Main St Lp,Ste217 
Kenai, AK 99611 
907-283-2030

P le a s e  a c c e p t  t h e  e n c lo s e d  o r i g in a l ( s )  o f  w r i t t e n  t e s t im o n y  f o r
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TO:
FROM:

RE:
DATE:

AHaua&JHESS
Stan SteadmanTCSordmator, Healthy Communities/ 
Healthy People- Soldotna; and Interim Executive Director, 
Central Peninsula Health Centers, Inc.- Soldotna 
HB 367 -  Urging Defeat 
February 12, 2002

Healthy Communities/Healthy People (HC/HP), a network organized to 
improve the health of Central Kenai Peninsula citizens, has worked over 
the past several years to develop programs to offer youth opportunities for 
medical and dental health care. Central Peninsula Health Centers, Inc. 
(CPHC) Is such a program, recently established through the efforts o f 
HC/HP and in partnership with the U.S. Bureau o f Primary Health Care to 
provide direct medical and dental services to under- and uninsured youth.
Children who do not received regular and adequate medical and dental 
services will undoubtedly cost society more in the long run than those who 
receive care. Although HB 367 appears to save money, it comes with a 
high longer-term price.
Of critical concern to HC/HP and CPF1C is oral health. Dental decay is 
the most common childhood disease, 'rhis is a disease that is both 
preventable and treatable. Low income individuals suffer the worst oral 
health. According to the National Institute of Dental Craniofacial 
Research, “Uninsured children are 2.5 times less likely to receive dental 
care than Insured children and are 3 times as likely to have dental needs.”
Even with Denali Kid Care coverage, families face many barriers to 
accessing health care. By taking this needed funding away from our 
children we are placing them at an even higher risk o f slipping through the 
cracks.
We should be focusing our efforts on how to have healthier children in our 
State not taking away basic care from those who need h most. I urge you 
to vote against HB 367,

BRIDGES -  145 Kasllof Street - Soldotna -  Alaska -  99669 - Phone (907) 260-3800 -  Fax (907) 262-8457
-OR-

Healthy Communities Healthy People - PO Box 1612 - Soldotna - Alaska - Phone (907) 260-2663 - Fax (907) 262-2663
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... u place to  be heard.

... a place to  be helped.

February 12 ,2002
TO: Legislative Information Office ^  3  “7 ^  — & t & @
RE: House Bill No. 367

To Whom I t May Concern:
I am writing this in opposition o f  HB 367 which would decrease the number o f  

children and pregnant women from “working poor”  families in receiving health benefits 
under the current Denali Kid Care, Although you may be temporarily saving money 
for the State at one level, the immediate fosses will be in Federal funding and the long 
term effects will be much costlier throughout the health and educational fields in our 
slate.

Working in the field o f  child abuse and neglect, the ramifications will also have 
deleterious effects. Child maltreatment is a significant risk factor for a whole host o f  
medical and mental health ills, as well as social problems such as teen pregnancy, 
school failure, substance abuse, juvenile o-iwe, cM  becoming.0'' aftuser. One o f  
the most frightening pieces o f  data we have collected at The Children’s Place in Wasilia 
is that about 1/3 o f  the reported perpetrators are children themselves, under the age o f  
17. Early mental health intervention offers the only hope to halt the vicious cycle o f  
abuse. One o f the major barriers to mental health treatment both for the children who 
themselves who have been victims o f  physical and sexual abuse and young perpetrators 
is the cost. Nearly 60% o f  the families we deal with are covered under Medicaid or 
Denali KidCare.

As you look at the over 80% o f  men and women incarcerated in Alaska who 
were identified in a study a few years ago as victims o f  physical and sexual abuse, the 
question remains how will we, as residents o f  Alaskd, be paying for reducing payments 
to women and children in poverty? Denali Kid Care is one o f  the brightest hopes wc 
have had in improving the health outcomes for our children and we should not 
jeopardize federal dollars and more importantly their future by saving money in the

„ ■ r

P c

The Children's Place 
PO Box 871788 
Wasllla, Alaska 99687

Fax
(907} 357-3157 

(907) 357-5159
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Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O M

This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.
F r o m : Please PRINT the information below. This form  must be signed by the sender.
Mr./M*. f Mrs.
y i i .C .
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Put a VIn the appropriate box(es).
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✓ Health, Ed., & Social Services (has) t/ Cissna (els) Kott (kot) Donley (don)
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Resources (ras) Croft (cro) McGuire (meg) Green (gre)
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Other: Foster (fos) Mulder (mul) Lam an (lem)
Other: Green (gm) Murkowski (mur) linooln (Iin)
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Caucuses Halcro (hac) Porter (por) Philip (phi)

K Anchorage (age) Harris (bar) Rokeberg (rok) Stavens (ate)
Bush (bus) Hayes (hay) Scalzi (sd) Taylor (tay)
Fairbanks/Interior (int) Hudson (hud) Ŝtevens (stv) Theiriault (thr)
Matsu (mat) James (jam) Whifakor (whi) Torjereon (tor)
Majority (mjr) Joule (jou) Williams (wil) Ward (war)
Minority (mnr) Kapsner (kap) T 7 Wilson (wte) WHkon (wth)

Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
(fts)ocSB BUI number Support

H  B In -j

and chock one: J Oppose O R  enter a genera l Subject
Amend (U O  s ta ff m ay modify):

Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.
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Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O M

This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.
From :  Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
Mr./Mj./Mn. Fnirwmw .
Mr , L'lf \
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P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  M e s s a g e

Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O M
This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.

From: Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
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Resources (res) Croft (cro) McGuire (meg) Green (gre)
Rules (rts) pavies (dav) Meyor (may) Halford (hal)
State Affairs (sta) V Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor) Hoffman (hof)
Transportation (Ira) Fate (Iht) Moses (mos) Kelly (kep)
Other: Fostor (fos) Mulder (mul) Leman (torn)
Other: Green (gm) Murkowskl (mur) Lincoln (Iin)

Guess (gue) Ognn (oga) Olson (ols)

X
Caucuses 

Anchorage (age)
Bush (bus)

Halcro (hac) 
Harris (har) 
Hayes (hay)

Y

Porter (por) 
Rokoberg (rok) 
■Scalzi (sd)

Phillip (phi) 
Stevens (ste) 
Taylor (tay)

Fairbanks/Interior (ini) Hudson (hud) Stevens (stv) Theniault (the)
Matsu (mat) Ĵames (Jam) Whitaker (whl) Torgerson (tor)

— Majority (mjr) 
Minority (mnr) V

Joule (Jou) 
Kapsner (kap) V

Williams (wil) 
Wilson (wls)

Ward (war) 
Wifken (wlk)

Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
Bill number 'Support

HP and check one: Oppose
Amend

O F l enter a  genera l Subject 
(L IO  ste ft may modify):

Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.T r P n A U s LX\\C C? O O v YTa A c V v s v r ’r .v  v v V u  ( o v C \ Q x - r \ \ ^
\/T “ \ m  < a  ”

' c e c c v t  Y x - W 'O O ? C k i Q ' P r x r - Q \X v~ V . ”O f- O r v k ■V/, VuCOAfl ■ ( v r v HcA cC i'A V 'O Y O Q  i Y  xXaV v x 4.0-' i f  :‘ttU s t:?iV \ Vx -?M v  ̂ V. , .... .. x\ ^ 35
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Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O M

This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.
From: Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
Mi./Mi.fMre. Flrjlnim*
rac. sje.fr

M.L Last name Jr. / Sr. / in
R  . .. .. .

Group alTIMUon (If »ppkc«bl*) (J D*yth» totofboo* numb#*
2 1 2 . -O S SMailing addraaa

V t v  .
Residence (street) address if afferent from meilng edtirtss

C o o q  r  «iV .

Zip coda
Cli‘V S O \

Erne* address
2 - i 7 - o  (

To: Put a Vin the appropriate box(es).
Committees nouse memoeIS •2inaiu rnuinoers

H o r S Berkowitz (ber) Kerttula (ker) Austerman (aus)
Community 4 Regional Affairs (era) Bundo (bun) y Kohrlng (koh) Cowdery (coy)
Finance (fin) Chenault (che) Kookesh (kos) Davis (dab)

- J Health, Ed.. 4 Social Services (hes) y Clssna (crs) Kott (kot) Donley (don)
Judiciary (jud) y CoghHI (cog) Lancaster (Inc) Ellis (ell)
Labor 4 Commerce (14c) Crawford (erf) Masek (mas) Elton (ell)
Resources (res) Croft (era) McGuire (meg) Green (gre)
Rules (rts) Davies (dav) Meyer (mey) Halford (hal)
State Affairs (sta) y Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor) Hoffman (hof)
Transportation (tra) Fate (fht) Moses (mos) Kelly (kep)
Other Foster (fos) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)
Other: Green (gm) Murkowski (mur) Lincoln (Vn)

Guess (pue) Ogan (oga) Olson (oh)
Qaypyses Helens (hac) Porter (por) PhllBp (phi)

y Anchorage (age) Harris (har) Rokeberg (rok) Stevens (ste)
Bush (bus) Hayes (hay) Scalzi (scl) Taylor (lay)
Fairbanks/Interior (ini) Hudson (hud) V " Stevens (stv) Theniault (thr)
Matsu (mat) James (|am) Whitaker (whl) Torgerson (tor)
Majofity (mjr) Joulo (fou) Williams (wil) Ward (war)
Minority (mnr) y Kapsner (kap) v 3 Wilson (wls) Wllken (wfk)

Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
HBficSB BUI number Support

V \ 3 3 ( . p 1
and check one: Oppose

Amend
O R  enter a genera l Subject 

(LIO s ta ff m ey modify):
Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.

2 J L  - S V rO f \ 0 ) M  o p p o s t ) \  \xP__C_jU J^J2 \ \
D -e<=, r v y  T a C W V -  -w ju l .6 S'

* 10 aC  p o  o r
V^:xi\<2. 1 \Aax.5 \C

\ 15
VK (J 20

25
30
35
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P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  M e s s a g e

Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O M
This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.

From :  Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
Ut.QA))Uin.

*£Ai/CA
MJ. laslnyne Jr. /Sr./Ill

D k /Ic-
Group *ntatO«l(lf*pplc*OM> 1 Day<r*e to to phone number _Z 1 J  OS'S
M*U«19»Ud»M» / . . .  »

w cy l \ j \Q.c .<z x
Zip oode

rf l  <To /
Residence (street) address H dMwtfll from nuJHng eddreis

/

Zip rod*

EmeM address sijniljro / DlH. ,
f / n f r ?  ..

Committees House numbers Senate members

H or S Berkowitz (ber) Kerttuta (ker) Austerman (aus)
Community & RegionalAffalrs (era) Bunde (bun) y Kolxing (koh) Cowdery (coy)
Finance (fin) Chenault (che) Kookesh (kos) Davis (dab)

V Health, Ed., & Social Services (hes) >< Cissna (cis) Kott(kol) Donley (don)
Judiciary (Jud) >< Coghilt (cog) Lancaster (Inc) Eltls (ell)
Labor & Commerce (ISc) Crawford (erf) Masek (mas) Elton (elt)
Resources (res) Croft (crc) McGuire (meg) Green (gre)
Rules (ris) Davies (dav) Meyer (mey) Halford (hal)
State Affairs (sta) y Dyson (dys) Morgen (mor) Hoffman (hof)
Transportation (tra) Fate (fht) Moses (mos) Kelly (kep)
Other: Foster (fos) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)
Other: Green (gm) Murkowskl (mur) Lincoln (Iin)

Guess (gue) Ogan (oga) Olson (ols)
Caucuses Haicro (hac) Porter (por) Phillip (phi)

Anchorage (age) Harris (har) Rokeberg (rok) Stevens (ste)
Bush (bus) Hayes (hay) Scalzl (scl) Taylor (lay)
Fairbanks/Interior (ini) Hudson (hud) Stevens (stv) Therrlault (thr)
Matsu (mat) James (Jam) Whitaker (whi) Torgerson (tor)
Majority (mjr) y Joule (Jou) Williams (wil) Ward (war)
Minority (mnr) Kapsner (kap) x Wilson (wls) Wllken (wlk)

Subject:
TTbSFsb

M I S

Fill out tho boxes below OR enter a Subject
Bill number

3/g K
end check one: L ^  Oppose

Amend
O R  enter a  genera l Subject

(L IO  stoft m ay modify):
Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.

T This k/.n
DecauSt’ noV r
W 'iL 1 M- U cwv\cr

v/V ViCe-.tP I iI ] " 23
30

i 35
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♦

Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative information Office to send your P O M

This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.

Airj / M*. / Mrs. FrtllUM \ /
JO ii M

Ml. rfv LiU name I 1 Jr. / Sr. / II1)  IV t i r r \  <>
Group sffMition (if apphcabie) Daytime telephone number

c j - i j s r

L O I  P i W T K O \
RtnUence (itrwl) address H differoni from miffing address ZIP cod*

Ema*i address

lU L . 7 A ^ r. . " 5 7 / 7 / 4 )
To: Put a VIn the appropriate box(es). 7

House members Senate members
H o rS Berkowitz (bo.*) Kerttula (ker) Austerman (aus)

Community & RegionalAffalrs (era) Bundo (bun) Kohring (koh) Cowdery (coy)
Finance (fin) Chenault (che) Kookesh (kos) Davis (dab)
Health, Ed., & Social Services (hes) Clssna (ds) Kott (kot) Donley (don)
Judiciary (jud) si Coghiil (cog) Lancaster (Inc) Elis (ell)
Labor & Commerce (l&c) Crawford (erf) Masek (mas) Elton (eK)
Resources (res) Croft (cro) McGuire (meg) Green (gre)
Rules (rts) Davies (dav) Meyer (mey) H afford (hal)
State Affairs (sta) \ ( Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor) Hoffman (hoi)
Transportation (Ira) Fale (tht) Moses (mos) Kelly (kep)
Other: Foster(fos) Mulder (mul) Lemen (lem)
Other: Green (gm) Murkowskl (mur) Lincoln (Iin)

Guess (gue) Ogan (oga) Olson (ote)

X

Caucuses Halcro (hac) Porter (por) Phillip (phi)
Anchorage (age) Harris (har) Rokeberg (rok) Stevens (ste)
Bush (bus) Hayes (hay) Scalzi (sci) Taylor (tay)
Fairbanks/Interior (int) 
Matsu (mat)

it

Hudson(hud) 
James (jam)

Stevens (stv) 
Whitaker (v<tih

Therriault (thr) 
Torperson (tor)

Majority (rnjr) 
Minority (mnr)

Joule (jou) 
Kepsner (kap) V

Williams (wll) 
Wilson (wls)

Ward (war) 
Wilken (wlk)

Subject:
(fti&CSB

m

Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
Bill number

and check one:
Support
Oppose
Amend

O R  enter a  genera l Subject 
(LIO s lB ff m ay modify):

Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.
r?.M ' r / > r } < ,  l y r\ C \ .M  A ' / k v~ m L i t

L . 7~> n  J  . o h "

/.ru n  ' V J L r J  . . .
■ r - - ■ 15

20
25
30
35
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Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O M
This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.

P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  M e s s a g e

From: Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
Mr./Mi./Mrs. First niffo

.H r . / h « r o u
M.li) Lsitnwn* Jr./Sr./Ill
* t -- ____ _

Group ifllUbon (if epphcaWe) ~ ^

( %  s t r h t s o j u t  A M . 3 5  5 *  ..Ro»rt)*nc*(il/Ml)Kklrauifdlltrxitnwnmailing au.ii / /'j
.. / i s " }  .7

Zip code

EnltMni ;

A a , t M t .lc.<:IWsr. . .. <( ^ L J d A e - T A l ' / Y - G V
fo: Put a VIn the appropriate box(es).

Committees House members Senate members

HorS Berkowitz (ber) Kerttofa (ker) Au3terman (aus)
Community & Regional Affairs (era) Bunde (bun) X Kohring (koh) Cowdery (coy)
Finance (fin) ) Chenault (che) Kookesh (kos) Davis (dab)

\ l Health, Ed., & SocialServices (hes)
f t

Cissna (cis) Kott(kot) Donley (don)
"T" Judiciary (jud) f t CoghHI (cog) Lancastor (Inc) Ellis (ell)

Labor & Commerce (l&c) Crawford (erf) Masek (mas) Elton (eK)
Resources (res) Croft (cro) McGuire (meg) Green (gre)
Rules (ris) Davies (dav) Meyer (mey) Hetford (hal)
State Affairs (sta)

X
Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor) Hoffman (hof)

Transportation (Ira) Fate (fht) Moses (mos) Kelly 'kep)
Other Foster (fos) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)
Other Green (gm) Murkowski (mur) Lincoln (Iin)

Guess (gue) Ogan (oga) Olson (ds)

t
Caucuses Halcro (hac) Porter (por) Phillip (phi)

Anchorage (age) Harris (har) Rokeberg (rok) Stevens (ste)
Bush (bus) Hayes (hay) Scalzj (set) Taylor (lay)
Fairbanks/Interior (Irrt) Hudson (hud) Vl Stevens (stv) Therriautt (thr)
Matsu (mat) James (jam) Whitaker (whi) Torgerson (tor)
Majority (mjr) Joule (jou) Williams (wtl) Wnrd (v/ar)
Minority (mnr) Kapsner (kap) X1Wilson (wte) Wilken (wfk)

Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
HBorSe Bill number

and check one:
ĵppn't
Oppose
Amend

O R  enter a  genera l Subject 
(L IO  s la ff may modify):

Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.
: . L  k c f l u / ? / / / h s r a A (< A
t J ' t c < i d

A ,  . % e A c f < n f Q i K f

. X t  r A e iiL u L A fJ C .
“T ■

X V Y l/rd l?  20
/  IT

-M M 7
'- r y/ A Y f / l r

. k m t
1 f

A j$ r S ttA -

f t

: ‘U
( I

/ J u < &  1

ik  t fi,u )

{J c X jJ d  : j

S t
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Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O M

This form must bo completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.
From : Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
Ui.IUt.IHn. F i r m J

/WtAJ JIG.
Mi IjMrum* . . . / Jr. r Sr./Ill
h  L U ' Z / ' * ^  .............

Group • (filiation (II applcicr*) DjYtim* liiephone number

F F r / F

T S n *  F  5 7 , A t

Zip COO#

R*rld*nc» («Sr*«l) pOdnu It di»«rtnl from ntnllnc u Zip cod*

Emil uttmii Signeturt Dolt

To: Put a Yin the appropriate box(es).
Committees House members Senate members

H o rS Berkowitz (her) Kerttula (ket) Austerman (aus)
Community & Rog ion a 1 Affairs (era) Bunde (bun) ( F ‘Kohring (koh) Cowdery (coy)
Finance (fin) Chenault (che) Kook ash (kos) Davis (dab)
Health. Ed., 4 Social Services (hes) If Clssna (els) Kott(kol) Donley (don)
Judkriary (Jud) i s Coghiil (cog) Lancaster (Inc) EKts (eif)
labor 4 Commerce (14c) Crawford (erf) Masek (mas) EXon (ell)
Resources (res) Croft (cro) McGuire (meg) Green (gre)
Rules (ris) Davies (dev) Meyer (mey) Hatford (hal)
Stale Affairs (sta) /> 'Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor) Hoffman (hof)
Transportation (Ira) Fate (Iht) Moses (mos) Kolty (kep)
Other: Foster (fos) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)
Other: Green (gm) Murkowskl (mur) Lincoln (Iin)

Guess (gue) Ogan (oga) Oteon (ols)
Caucuses Halcro (hec) Porter (por) Phillip (phi)

Anchorage (age) Harris (har) Rokeberg (rok) Slevens (ste)
Bush (bus) Hayes (hay) Scalzi (sd) Taylor (lay)
Fairbanks/Interior (int) Hudson (hud) U Stevens (stv) Therriault (thr)
Matsu (mat) dames (jam) Whitaker (whi) Torgereon (tor)
Majority (mjr) A Joule (jou) Williams (wll) Ward (war)
Minority (mnr) Kapsner (kap) If ' Wilson (wts) WXken (wik)

Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
>$>££ SB Bill number Support

and  chock one: I — Oppose
Amend

O R  enter a  genera! Subject 
(U O  s ta ff m ay modify):

Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.
__ r T v /'{ 9 W ......... (7 £ < s

/ f t ' / U r d c / A n a / / f i f o ’/ r a F "
b / / f a / o l U m m a

 ̂ 15
/ S ’

J o . .. / x - M  I ‘ 1
P t  r  
/ V i a s r f o  c F '

-fi r a c i a l h 'lju ?
25

a?  A 1
id
i v u / f f r x F in ,

j 30
35
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P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  M e s s a g e

Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O M
This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.

From: Please PRINT the Information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
Ms. 1 Mrs. Firstnama 1

/' A V/ #Ai
M.I.y Last name / I Jr./Sr./Ill
A  Y A d A tA J  \

-tffwp aMidon (if appiicitte) Daytime telephone numdti

& 0 9  K S A A
Zip

^ 9 .5  y,  -
Rs«W«nc* (ftlreal) address II diforenl from m»ilng address ? Zip code — ' v

Email address Oata -
a ~ \ ^ - o S -

To: Put a VIn the appropriate box(es).
Committees House members Senate members

H o r S Berkowitz (ber) Ke/ttula (ker) Auslerman (aus)
Community & RegionalAffeira (era) Bunde (bun) Tttohring (koh) Cowdery (coy)
Finance (fin) Chonault (che) Kjokesh (kos) Davis (dab)

J Health, Ed., & Social Services (hes) V pssna(cis) 
'Coghiil (cog)

Kott(kot) Donley (don)
Judidary (jud) |r Lancaster (Inc) Ellis (ell)
Labor & Commerce (l&c) Crawford (erf) Masek (mas) Elton (ell)
Resources (res) Croft (era) McGuire (meg) Green (gre)
Rules (rts) Davies (dav) Meyer (mey) Halford (hsl)
Stale Affairs (sta) Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor) Hoffman (hof)
Transportation (Ira) Fate (frit) Moses (mos) Kelly (kep)
Other Foster (fos) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)
Other: Green (gm) Murkowski (mur) Lincoln (Iin)

Guess (guo) Ogan (oga) Olson (ols)

*
Caucuses Helcro (hac) Porter (por) PhiHip (phi)

Anchorage (age) Harris (har) Rokeberg (rok) Stevens (sle)
Bosh (bus) Hayes (hay) Soatzi (sci) Taylor (tay)
Fairbanks/Interior (int) Hudson (hud) 1/ ''Stevens (stv) Thorriault (thr)
Matsu (mat) 
Majority (mjr) 
Minority (mnr) —v

âmes (jam) 
■(joule (jou) 
Kapsner (kap)

Whitaker (whi) 
Williams (wil) 
Wilson (wfs)

Torgenson (tor) 
Ward (war) 
Wilken (wlk)

Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
/flByferSB/ f W z  SB

M l

Bill number je iippon
and check one: J Oppose O R  enter a  genera l Subject

J a s ' L . . Amend 1U 0  s ta ll may modify):
Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.

»
/{.Pi d " 3 0 - ^ 4  - i '  dr \/ > - •  r ? - f _ /  % l * 5 

c. if  I sic'i'ftff■ j ' C  W J

15

20

25 |

30

35

. 0 2
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Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative Infonmitfon Office to send your P O M

This form must bo completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.
From: Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.

Fnlnj™ . .

\V\ 0 vf\V\ 0 W
M.I. UCrwna Jr. / Sr. / III
-3 V fA f c e

Group effiHption (K *ppkcat>le* Daytime fchtpfrx* number

Mejfingeddreii .
(flCM r̂ iT Kvio\AOirCAJ2)LP.,
Residence (st'Ml

UOQ A
•daw irddTmnt from nalfng •ddm»sU

A\oSLV(AfA . M s s i
Emaladdrvst v (J 1

'“■drrku1 ITo: Put a Yin the approp date box(es). 1
House members Senate members

H o r S Berkowitz (ber) rKerttula (kor) Austermon (aus)
Community & RogionalAffalrs (era) Bunde (bun) J Kohring (koh) Cowdory (coy)
Financo (fin) Chenault (che) Kookesh (kos) Davis (dab)

/ Health, Ed., & Social Services (hes) V ' Cissna (els) Kott (kot) Doniey (don)
Judiciary (jud) ✓ CoghW (cog) Lancaster (Inc) Elis (ell)
Labor & Commerce (l&c) Crawford (erf) Masek (mas) Elton (olt)
Resources (res) Crofl (cro) M'GuIre (meg) Green (gre)
Rules (ris) Davies (dav) Meyer (mey) Halford (hal)
Stale Affairs (sta) Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor) Hoffman (hof)
Transportation (tra) Fate (fht) Moces (mos) Kelly (kep)
Other: Foster (fos) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)
Other: Green (gm) Murkowski (mur) Lincoln (lln)

Guess (gue) Ogan (oga) Olson (ols)

5*

Caucuses Halcro (hac) Porter (por) Phillip (phi)
Anchorage (age) Hants (har) Rokeberg (rok) Stevens (ste)
Bush (bus) Hayes (hay) ^catri (sd) Taylor (lay)
Fairbanks/Interior (Int) Hudson (hud) V Stevens (stv) ThemauH (thr)
Matsu (mat) ârnes (jam) Whitaker (whl) Torgerson (tor)
Majority (mjr) y Joule (jou) ^illlams (wil) Ward (war)
Minority (mnr) Kapsner (kap) Y Wilson (wls) WHken (wlk)

Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
qtj^KSB Bill number Support

and chack one: Oppose O R  enter a genera l Subject
Amend (LIO s ta ff m ay modify):

Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed SO words or contain any vulgar language.
- c \V\fx\ 'r sJP vvAOAf?

V ^ O r W o o A C'n\ij?N/TMa(?, OofN<\
v J

\ V ; V A f c V

^ v c \ V \ V * ■VoAlAfl- \ V
IS

O A O f x V A
0

r>\r 'AMV' . \ V V \ C V c A  V ’T
-i 20

( X W ^ p A O  .

Y)JKLOv.o Sl£> V^rsV Jku»rvv(\fvo

V  \ Acvf\ VfxVv \
J »

34
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Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office fo send your P O M

This form must be completely Tilled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.
From: Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender;

name J J
 IMA He r  i s .

Jr. I Sr. I IP
Group ifTilaDon (tf npplc4t>ie) Dtytim* t#l*phor>* numb*

M e llin g  s d d r t s s Zip cod*
n r a  l

Rtwdtnc* (Hr**l) address if different tom meting edoress Zip code

> L  T k z & n
Em* ■ address Sgnabn Oete

To: Put a Vin the appropriate box(es).

HorS

±

Committees

Community & Regional Affairs (era) 
Finance (fin)
Health, Ed.,&SocialServlces (hes) 
Judiciary (Jud)
Labor & Commerce (l&c) 
Resources (res)
Rules (rts)
State Affairs (sta)
Transportation (tra)
Other:
Other:

T7f
Caucuses 

Anchorage (age)
Bush (bus)
Fairbanks/Interior (int) 
Matsu (mat)
Majority (mjr)
Minority (mnr)

“7 ’

House members 
Berkowitz (ber)
Bunds (bun)
Chsnault (che) 

tCissna (els)
CoghiM (cog)
Crawford (erf)
Croft (cro)
Davies (dav)
Dyson (dys)
Fate (tht)
Foster (fos)
Green (gm)
Guess (gue)
Halcro (hac)
Harris (har)
Hayes (hay)
Hudson (hud) s j
James (jam) 1
Joulo (Jou)
Kapsner (kap) 2 f

Kerttula (kor) 
Kohring (koh) 
Kookesh (kos) 
Kott (kot) 
Lancaster (Inc) 
Massk (mas) 
McGuire (meg) 
Meyer (mey) 
Morgan (mor) 
Moses (mos) 
MukJor (mul) 
Murkowskl (mur) 
Ogan (oga) 
Porter (por) 
Rokeborg trek) 
Scatzi (scl) 
Stevens (stv) 
Whitaker (whi) 
Williams (wit) 
Wilson (wls)

Senate members 
Austerman (aus> 
Cowdory (coy) 
Davts (dab) 
Donley (dc:i) 
Elks (all)
Efton (ett)
Green (gre) 
Halford (h J )  
Hoffman (hof) 
Kelly (kep) 
Leman (lem) 
Lincoln (tin) 
Olson (ols) 
PhWp(phi) 
Ltevei.s (ste) 
Taylor (lay) 
Thorriault (thr) 
Torgerson (tor) 
Ward (war) 
Wilken (wlk)

Subje Ct: Fill out the boxos belo w OR enter a Subject
Bid number

- s t
H ) Z L 7

and check one:
Support
Oppose
Amend

0 3  onfer a general Subject 
(LIO s ta ff m ay modify):

Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.
J T ' a , &  (y L . j l  ,  ’

e. p e - z i p '-A J L j

(\o rm e. j < rri e l.
} 15i

20
25
30

\
35
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Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O M

This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.
Fro rn :  Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
Mr. / Ms. f Mr*. Fuji ntrrw— . Ml. Utfnamĉ  vrs Jr./Sr./Illx  w>oA?e ...............................................................

Group ■filiation (If appUcaWe) sJ » ^
Nbi)

D.ytvn. UHpnom nxrtA*
M*ilinj tddrii. / _.

( p C R  f : s\- &oc, Zipoode

..arf.ro..
Rtiidinu {KMl) diCjfoni from milling «Mnti \J/ /  . . . . . .  ________________________________

Zip cod!

EmsWaddrtM

m l t k  & l l ^ o U £
To: Put a VIn the appropriate box(es).

Committees House members Senate members

H o r S Berkowitz (ber) Kerttiria (ker) Austemnan (aus)
Community & Regional Affairs (era) Bunde (bun) y Kohring (koh) Cowdery (coy)
Finance (fin) Chenautt (che) Kookesh (kos) Davis (dab)

X Health, Ed., & Social Services (hes) Cissna (cis) Kott (kot) Donley (don)
Judiciary (Jud) Coghiil (cog) Lancaster (Inc) Ellis (ell)
Labor & Commerce (l&c) Crawford (crt) Masek (mas) Elton (elt)
Resources (res) Croft (cro) McGuire (meg) Green (gro)
Rules (rts) Davies (dav) Meyer (may) Halford (hal)
State Affairs (sle) X Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor) Hofffnan (hof)
Transportation (tra) Fate (flit) Moses (mos) Kelly (kop)
Other: Foster (fos) Mulder (mu!) Leman (lem)
Other: Green (gm) Murkowski (mur) Lincoln (tin)

Guess (gue) Ogan (oga) Olson (ols)
Caucuses Halcro (hac) Porter (por) Phillip (phi)

Anchorage (age) Harris (har) Rokeberg (rok) Stevens (sle)
Bush (bus) Hayes (hay) Scalzi (scl) Taylor (lay)
Fairbanks/Interior (int) Hudson (hud) X Stevons (stv) Therriault (thr)
Matsu (mat) James (jam) Whitaker (whl) Torgerson (lor)
Majority (mjr) Joule (Jou) Williams (wil) Ward (war)
Minority (mnr) Kapsner (kap) x Wilson (wts) Wilken (wlk)

J t^ b je c t : Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
HIL&SB Bill number

x :
Support

X ' b i o l and check one: Oppose
Arnond

O R  enter a genera l Subject 
(LIO s ta ll m ay modify):

Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.
x C T  A M .  nGt j u V j s -V  4 ( / \ i s  L n'/i h t f . a u . h1 h m j f C

5

.pj>/>p.UL OJtT x j c ? ; .
10
15
20
25
30
35
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Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative information Office to send your P G M

This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.
From : Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
Mr. / Ms. / Mrs. First nans j

AdUMxn
Jr./Sr./IB

Group illlrton (if sppNcaDtt) Deytme number
2 7 2 . " / ?  1 6

6 C &  f  * s W H -

Zip code r

Rssldsnc* (street) address if different from mslkog eddrese Ziptode

Emeu address ' i A w h e t -
To: Put a VIn the appropriate box(es).

H o rS
committees Mouse memos 

Berkowitz (bar)
(s

Kerttula (ker)
o mare memoers 

Auslerman (a us)
Community & RegionalAffairs (era) Bunde (bun) v r ; Kohring (koh) Cowdery (coy)
Finance (tin) Chonault (c!«) Kookesh (kos) Davis (dab)

\ / Health, Ed., & Social Services (hes) \ / Clssna (sis) Kott(kot) Donley (don)
Judiciary (Jud) V Coghiil (cog) Lancaster (Inc) Ellis (ell)
Labor & Commerce (l&c) Crawford (cd) Masek (mas) EKon (elt)
Resources (res) Croft (cm) McGuire (meg) Green (gre)
Rules (its) Davies (dav) Moyer (mey) Halford (hal)
Stale Affairs (sta) Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor) Hoffman (hof)
Transportation (Ira) Fate ((hi) Moses (mos) Kelly (kop)
Other: Foster (fos) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)

1 Other: Green (gm) Murkowski (mur) Lincoln (Hn)
Guess (gue) Ogan (oga) Olson (ots)

Caucuses Hetao (hac) Porter (por) Phillip (phi)
Anchorage (age) Hants (har) Rokeberg (rok) Stevens (ste)
Bush (bus) Hayes (hay) Scalzi (sol) Taylor (tay)
Fairbanks/Interior (Int) Hudson (hud) Stevens (stv) Therrioult (thr)
Matsu (mat) James (jam) Whitaker (whl) Torgerson (tor)
Majority (mjr) Joula (Jou) Williams (wll) Ward (war)
Minority (mnr) Kapsner(kap) Wilson (wls) Wilkan (\Mk)

Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
HBorSB Bill number

J p P , - . r ^ l and chock one: ’S / '
V  f

Support
Oppose
Amend

O R  outer a  genera l Subject 
(L IO  s ta ff m ay modify):

I ess age: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language,
C p jf f . J :/(P

.? J m w L 15
20
25
30
33
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Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O M

This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.

Mr./Ms./Mr*. Fvslnar* ^ / " ^ ) Jr./Sr./II
i 1

Group «ffUiit>on (if applicable) p»yt)m# BUphooa numbw

v .  • :
— £ d  S r  •v . r € .  r f . f
R#ilcJ«nc« (itrwl) «aar«u if (Marwit ftom m*6nj itxirfl ~ Zip code

Em»H attract

— ----------- Date

To: Put a VIn the appropriate box(es).
Committees Mouse memoers anare momoers

H o rS Berkowitz (bar) Kerttula (ker) Austerman (aus)
Community & Regional Affairs (era) Burrde (bun) . Kohring (koh) Cowdery (coy)
Finance (fin) Chenault (che) Kookesh (kos) Davts (dab)

/ s Health, Ed., & Social Services (hes) Cissna (as) Kott (kot) Donley (don)
Judiciary (jud) ( / Coghiil (cog) Lancaster (Inc) EUis (ell)
Labor & Commerce (l&c) Crawford (erf) Masek (mas) Elton (elt)
Resources (res) Croft (cm) McGuire (meg) Graon (gre)
Rules (ris) Davies (dav) Meyer (mey) Halford (hal)
State Affairs (sta) / / Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor) Hoffman (hoi)
Transportation (tra) Fate (tht) Moses (mos) Kelly (kep)
Other: Foster (fos) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)
Other: Green (gm) Murkowskl (mur) Lincoln (Iin)

Guess (gue) Ogen (oga) Olson (ots)

> Caucuses Halcro (hac) Porter (por) Phillip (phi)

>< Anchorage (age) Hams (har) Rokeberg (rok) Stevens (ste)
Bush (bus) Hayes (hay) Scalzi (sd) Taylor (tay)
Fairbanks/Interior (Ini) Hudson (hud) , / Stevens (stv) Tharrtault (thr)
Matsu (mat) James (jam) Whitaker (whi) Torgeraon (tor)
Majority (mjr) Joule (jou) Williams (wil) Ward (war)
Minority (mnr) Kap3ner (kap) | 1 / Wilson (wfs) Wilken (wfk)

Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
HBfirSB BUI number

t H  I M

and check one:
 . 'Support

lOppose O R  enter a  genera l Subject 
Amend (L IO  sta ff m ay modify):

Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words o r contain any vulgar language.
C f r n r ? ' V ........  5

S i l l cO  A ^ °  &
* 5 0  ( J F it ( T  x w ^ u p ' i ^ y

b f  j ) 20
25
W
35
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From Sue Brogan < sbrogan@ak.org>

Date Friday, February 15, 2002 2:46 pm 
To keisha@covhouse.alaska.com 

Subject Glenda's email address
Here you go - good luck and let me know if there's anything else I can help 
you w ith . I enjoyed meeting you - have a great weekend. Sue B.

Glenda M Carino <g»enda_cai1no©50v.stetE.ak-us>

h t tp : / /a u g u s t in e .g c i .n e t / f r a m e .h tm l 2/18/02

mailto:sbrogan@ak.org
mailto:keisha@covhouse.alaska.com
http://augustine.gci.net/frame.html
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FEB -19-2002 TUE 08 :3 1  AH KENAI LIO FAX NO, 907 283 3075 P, 01

Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the /Ja u sf  / J S S

Committee on / / #  3 6  7
bill # / subject

committee name

dated £  ^ /(/-O X

Signed:
Testifier

p M f l f i U S ,  Q u /M U i£

S 6
Representing (optional)

& ( r S a $ ~  B fiA b M A A  M  S r t & i / j / c . - A f L $ 9 £ 2 3 =-
Address

( t o t )  AC3 - a / / S
Phone number



FEB-19-2002 TUE 08:31 AH KENAI LIO FAX NO. 907 283 3075 P. 02rvfcuiitvriui summon r a vn n o o u /  t o r rc/m  to oe r^A ea  to  m e  memDers o t
th e  House Health, Education A  Socia l Serv ices Committee.

Th is B ill's e f fo r t s  to  reduce S ta te  expenditures are  to  be commended but 

why is it  th a t  the  lowest on the  totem  pole are always the  f  ir s t  to  be the  
ta rg e ts  o f  reduction in serv ices? The s ta t is t ic s  developed by the  Dept, o f 

Health  and Social Serv ices and Representative Coghill's o f f ic e  are 
impressive but they  do not bring to  ligh t th e  human su ffe ring  o f  those  on 
th e  low end o f  th e  financial chain. Th is was brought out in th e  many personal 

accounts o f the  need fo r  Denali Ked-Care bene fits  th a t were presented to  
th e  Committee on the  te leconference o f February 14, 2002. I t  is possible 

th a t  th e re  is some abuse o f th e  program by individuals. By proper 

adm in istration and supervision these can be reduce or elim inated.

W hat is to  happen to  the  numoer o f children (3821) and pregnant 

women, carry ing  a living child, (722) who will lose coverage by enactment o f 
H B367? Past experience has shown th a t they  w ill wait until the  la st moment 

when th e ir  ailments are most serious to  repo rt to  emergency services fo r  

trea tm en t th a t w ill cost in fin ite ly  more th a t i f  taken care o f in a tim ely 
fashion.

I t  is estim ated th a t  the  S ta te  will save $ 5  million by implementation 

o f  th is  b ill but w ill lose $11.9 million in federa l aid. Th is does not seem to  be 

a very advantageous arrangement.

O ur youth a re  our treasure , and the  fu tu re  leaders of our State and 

Country. W e are  going a t  g reat lengths to  insure they  receive an adequate 
education. Insuring th e ir  health will make the  education expenditures even 
more valuable.

I t  has been said th a t the  measure o f a c iv ilized soc ie ty  and cu ltu re  is 
th e  way in which they  treat th e ir  most vulnerable members, ce rta in ly  these 

children a re  vulnerable and in need o f our compassion and aid.

I  re spectfu lly  request the  Committee to  oppose HB367. /

- n/k r  c L u M t d y
Charles M  Q uarre ' 

quar@alaska.com

mailto:quar@alaska.com
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Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O M

This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.
From: Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
Mr./Mi./Mr*. Fni namo

M r. -^C v r
M.l. Ladnama Jr./Sr./II
£  PrftsA ......................_ - -

Gmp «million (il .ppkobt.) 1 Dayfarr lafaphona nombar

-
Mailing addrau
b/lA F <■+ /j-K

Zip code

Raddtnca (fUwl) addiau If dHTxanl from mallng addiau O Zpoode

EnllaMraia Slgnalura

--------- -—

Date

2-llr-r jJ . .... ..

Committees House members Senate members

H or S Berkowitz (bar)

7

Kertlula (ker) Auslerman (aus)
Community & Regional Affairs (era) Bunde (bun) Kohring (koh) Cowdery (coy)
Finance (fin) Chenault (che) Kookesh (kos) Davis (dab)

s / Health, Ed.. & Social Services (hes) .Clssna (els) Kott (hot) Donley (don)
Judiciary (jud) CoghHI (cog) Lancaster (Inc) Elis (ell)
Labor & Commerce (l&c) Crawford (erf) Masek (mas) Elton (alt)
Resources (res) Croft (cro) McGuire (meg) Green (gre)
Rules (rte) Davies (dav) Meyer (mey) Hetford (hal)
State Affairs (sta) / Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor) HofTman (hof)
Transportation (tra) Fate (frit) Moses (mos) Kelly (kep)
Other: Foster (fos) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)
Other: Green (gm) Murkowskl (mur) Lincoln (Iin)

Guess (guo) Ogan (oga) Olson (ob)
Caucuses Halcro (hac) Porter (por) Phillip (phi)

X Anchorage (age) 
Bush (bus) —

Harris (har) 
Hayes (hay)

T
Rokeberg (rofc) 
Scalzi (scl)

Stevens (ste) 
Taylor (tay)

Fairbanks/Interior (ini) Hudson (hud) ’Stevens (stv) Thorriault (Ihr)
Matsu (mat) 
Majority (mjr) 
Minority (mnr)

£

James (jam) 
Joule (jou) 
Kapsner (kap) V

Whitaker (whi) 
Williams (wil) 
Wilson (wts)

Torgeraon (lor) 
Ward (war) 
Wifken (wtk)

Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
'ftftfifSB BiH number

a X -
Support

I k ?

and check one: Oppose O R  enter a  genera l Subject
Amend (U O  sta ff m ay modify):

Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.
. . X f f r i ) n { . L 0  c t i r . i C - h V i k e

5

L. 11 'NT
to

ACC f f r y o  I f i . U i ~
15 1

L k m r y , ‘ i ~

* - - - r f - ~  -
, 7

20

f t  t O f. 1 t*"> f ' ~ r ^ r . n c e
( /

0  r -

/
Co. h  t-yj~T~ V z  /

25

p r a b  U r L fJ i Y ^ o ld t ~ ' ^ f / o  .
30

r 35
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Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O M

This form mus\ be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any UO.
From: Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
Mr. 1 Mi. / Mrs. First n#mo M.I. Ustntme ^ Jr. / Sr. / III

’7S .........
Group amiWlon (If applfefble) t 0* ytimt latophon* nunOer

'ZG-n ±i g >S-
Muling cddrats
^  le cn

Zip code

RothJfnc* address II dtltsreol from nu*ng address
■ArtilAOrcvct/ . A )C

Zip code

Email atjdreis J • Signature
r̂:u )i? G n  liJ^G

Oil#

To: Put a Vin the appropriate box(es).
Committees House members Sengie members

H o rS Berkowitz (ber) Kerttula (ker) Austerman (ate)
Community & RegionalAlialrs (era) Bunde (bun) Y Kohring (koh) Cowdery (coy)
Finance (fin) Chenault (che) Kool.esh (kos) Davis (dab)
Health, Ed., &Social Services (hes) Y Cissna (els) Kott (kot) Donley (don)
Judiciary (jud) \ / CoghW (cog) Lancaster (Inc) Ellis (ek)
Labor A Commerce (l&c) Crawford (erf) Masek (mas) Elton (elt)
Resources (res) Croft (cro) McGuire (meg) Green (gre)
Rules (rts) Davies (dav) Meyer (mey) Halford (Hal)
State Affairs (sta) v / Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor) Hoffman (hof)
Transportation (tra) Fate (fht) Moses (mos) Kelly (kep)
Other: Foster (fos) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)
Other: Green (gm) Murkowski (mur) Lincoln (tin)

Guess (gue) Ogan (oga) Oison (ols)
Caucuses Helcro (hac) Porter (por) Phillip (phi)

< Anchorage (age) Hams (har) Rokeberg (rok) Stevens (ste)
Bush (bus) Hayes (hay) Scab (sd) Taylor (tay)
Fairbanks/Interior (int) Hudson (hud) 7 Stevens (stv) Therrlault (thr)
Matsu (mat) James (Jam) Whitaker (whl) Torgerson (tor)
Majority (mjr) ^/ Joule (jou) Williams (wil) Ward (war)
Minority (mnr) Kapsner (kap) Y Wilson (wts) WHken (wtk)

Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject.
HBgrSB BID number Support

t fP 3 < r?
and check one: Oppose

Amend
O R  enter s genera l Subject 

(L IO  s ta ll m ay modify):
Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain at./ vulgar language.
- A \\ K je & J t

r a r e .
10
15 I

20
25
30
35
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P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  M e s s a g e

Contact your nearest Legislative information Office to send your P O M
This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.

From: Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
Mr./Mi.IMri. Fmlrura*. , 7

,  I i / /// a . (r  /o p / ?
Jr. /St. /II

Group atnkstfon (rf •pplcabl®) 2 0
Mailing addrwrf

' lo C j A J L  rl R 1 6 2
Zrpcodo

Rewdenca (m*i) addnM if diffaf»nt from mating addma Zg code

Emaladdrati Sgnaiure

6 W , '
To: Put a Vin the appropriate box(es).

H o r S
Committees nuiou iiwiiiuu

Berkowitz (ber)
P

Kprttula (ker)
v*

Community & RegionalAffairs (era) Bunde (bon) 'Kohrtng (koh)
Finance (fin) Chenault (che) Kookesh (kos)

1/ Health, Ed., & Social Services (hes) [ y 'Clssna (els) Kott (kot)
Judiciary (jud) 1— 'Coghiil (cog) Lancaster (Inc)
Labor & Commerce (l&c) Crawford (erf) Masek (mas)
Resources (res) Croft (era) McGuire (meg)
Rules (ris) Davies (dav) Meyer (may)
State Affairs (sta) 'Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor)
Transportation (tra) Fate (tht) Moses (mos)
Other: Foster (fos) Mulder (rnut)
Other: Green (gm) Murkowskl (mur)

Guess (gue) Ogan (oga)
Caucuses 

Anchorage (age)
Bush (bus)
Fairbanks/Interior (Ini)

---
Halcro (hac) 
Harris (har) 
Hayes (hay) 
Hudson (hud) o-

Porter (por) 
Rokeberg (rok) 
jjealzi (set) 
Stevens (atv)

Matsu (mat) James (jam) Whitaker (whi)
Majority (mjr) 
Minority (mnr)

c/ Joule (jou) 
Kapsner (kap) V/

Williams (wil) 
Wilson (wts)

Senate members
Austerman (aus) 
Cowdery (coy) 
Davis (dab) 
Donley (don) 
EKis (ell)
Elton (elt)
Green (gra) 
Halford (hal) 
Hoffman (hot) 
Kelly (kep) 
Leman (lem)

b je c t : Fill out the boxes below QR enter a Subjectn u t
J p F

d j _
Bill number
'7 / ' " 7 and  check one: \ /

.Support
Oppose
Amend

OjR enter a genera l Subject 
(L IO  s ta ff m ay modify):

Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceod 50 words or contain any vulgar language.
0 P p c  a  * / > 5  J  < ?  s

P p o  P / f l i P / c k r . r  . ~ n > G / i  1 /  P M f i f f ' c a J 10

a M A e r o f
15
20
25
30
35
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Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O M

This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.
From: Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
Mr./Mf./Mn. First nam» M.i. UKnrw Jr./Sr./IIc P/7W+ ........
Group iRttation (d oppNcitri*) * Diyfcm* Wtphon' norntw

Milling tddroea
O/iA P s'+ J-K

Zip code

fstffftflOt (itTMl) iddrtsa if dlflerenl from multng addrsts 0 Zip code

EimBaddfm

- dbj MOo Q --------- Sfcnilu™ /r~)4  . . ,

Oat#

To: Put a Vln the appropriate box(es).
Committees   House members Senate members

H o r S Berkowitz (bar) Kerttula (kor) Austerman (aus)
Community & Regional Affairs (era) Bunde (bun) 1/ Kohring (koh) Cowdery (coy)
Finance (fin) Chenautt (che) Kookesh (kos) Davis (dab)

s / Health, Ed.. & Social Services (hes) .Cissna (els) Kott (kot) Donley (don)
Judiciary (jud) V CogtiiH (cog) Lancaster (Inc) Ekis (ell)
Labor & Commerce (l&c) Crawford (erf) Masek (mas) EKon (eh)
Resources (res) Croft (era) McGuire (meg) Groan (gre)
Rules (ds) Davies (dav) Meyer (mey) Hatford (hal)
State Affairs (sta) Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor) Hoffman (hof)
Transportation (tra) Fate (fht) Moses (mos) Kelly (kep)
Othw. Foster (fos) Mulder (mu!) Loman (torn)
Other: Green (gm) Murkowski (mur) Lincoln (lln)

Guess (guo) Ogan (oga) Ckson (ols)
Caucuses Halcro (hac) Porter (por) Phillip (phi)

Anchorage (ago) Hanis (her) Rokeberg (rok) Stevens (ste)
Bush (bus) Hayes (hay) Scalzi (scl) Taylor (lay)
Fairbanks/Interior (int) Hudson (hud) V 'Stevens (stv) Theniault (Ihr)
Matsu (mat) 
Majority (mjr) r

James (jam) 
Joule (jou)

Whitaker (whi) 
Williams (wil)

Tongerson (tor) 
Ward (war)

Minority (mnr) Kapsner (trap' \T Wilson (wls) WHken (wtk)

Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
' f i f r g r S B
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Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O M

This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.
From : Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
Mr./Ms./Mrs.
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Committees
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✓ House members Senate members

HorS B̂erkowitz (ber) 
Bunde (bun) 7

K̂irttula (ker) 
Kohring (koh)

Austerman (aus)
Community & Regional Affairs (era) Cowdery (coy)

/ > Finance (fin) CJtenault (che) 
/Oissna (els)

Kookesh (kos) Davis (dab)

V Health. Ed., & Social Sen/ices (hes) v Kott(kot) Donley (don)
Judiciary (|ud) 1/ CoghBI (cog) Lancaster (Inc) Ellis (eft)
Labor & Commerce (14c) Crawford (erf) Masek (mas) Elton (eft)
Resources (re3) Croft (cro) 
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Dyson (dys)

McGuire (meg) Green (gna)
Rules (rts) Meyer (mey) Halford (hal)
State Affairs (sta) ✓ Morgan (mor) Hoffman (hof)
Transportation (Ira) Fate (fht) Moses (mos) Kelly (kep)
Other: Foster (fos)

m
Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)

Other: Green (gm) fMurkowski (mur) Lincoln (Iin)
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Caucuses 

Anchorage (age)
Bush (bus)
Fairbanks/Interior (int) 
Matsu (mat)
Majority (mjr)
Minority (mnr) V

Guess (gue) 
Halcro (hac) 
Harris (bar) 
Hayes (hay) 
Hudson (hud) 
Jam es (jam) 
<jou\o (jou) 
Kapsner (kap)

7

V

Ogan (oga) 
Porter (por) 
Rokeberg (rok) 

/Scalzi (sd) 
Stevens (stv) 
Whitaker (whl) 
Ŵilliams (wil) 

Wilson (wts)

Olson (ote) 
Phillip (phi) 
Stevens (ste) 
Taytor (fay) 
Themault (thr) 
Tongerson (tor) 
Ward (war) 
Wltken (wtk)
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HB»fSB Bill number
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Amend
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HB 367

Subject: HB  367
Date: Fri, 15 Feb 2002 15:06:34 -0900 

F rom : "Linda M illiken" < linda_milliken@holmail.eom>
To : Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Gary_Slevens@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Representatives,

HB 367, "An Act relating to coverage of children and pregnant women under 
the medical assistance program" proves Representative Coghill's complete 
lack of consideration of women and children in need.

Approximately 4,000 children and 700 pregnant woman in Alaska will lose 
their Denali Kid Care health coverage if this legislation is passed.

It is not possible to make enough cuts in our state government to make up 
for the our current budget deficit. It is frightening to me that this 
legislation attempts to "save" the state money by eliminating health care 
benefits to Alaskan women and children who desparately need it.

We need a responsible fiscal plan that will bring in additional revenues for 
the state. It is time for the majority to muster up the courage to support 
such a plan.

HB 367 does noc deserve to see the light of day. Please do not consider it 
further.

Sincerely,

Linda Milliken 
PO Box 82275 
Fairbanks, AK 99708

Send and receive Hotmail on your mobile device: http://mobile.msn.com

1 of I 2/19/2002 2:34 PM
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Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative information Office to send your P O M

This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.
F ro m  : Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.Ur.tl&IHn. Firslnamo M.I. .A LMtnom „ „ Jr./Sr./m

. K c C n U r t C £ A \
Group ̂filiation (if tppiicsMa) v  [ Dayflma tetephooe numOer

*9\<3'V ^

ZtocoOe
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To: Put a VIn the appropriate box(es). . * 1 1 J / /--------------------------- v
Committees House members Senate members

HorS Berkowitz (bar) "1 Kerttuto (ker) Austennan (aus)
Community & Regional Affairs (era) Bunde (bun) Kehring (koh) Cowdery (coy)

J Finance (fin) Chenault (che) Kookesh (kos) Davis (dab)

X HeBlth, Ed.. X Social Services (hes) ’Cissna (els) Kott(kot) Donley (don)
Judiciary (jud)

>
'fcoghlH (cog) Lancaster (Inc) Ellis (ell)

Labor & Commerce (l&c) Crawford (erf) Masek (mas) Elton (ett)
Resources (res) Croft (cro) McGuire (meg) Green (gre)
Rules (rts) Davies (riav) Meyer (mey) Halford (hal)
State Affairs (sta)

V
'Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor) Hoffman (hof)

Transportation (tra) Fate (Iht) Moses (mos) Kelly (kep)
Other: Foster (fos) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)
Other: Green (gm) Murkcrwskl (mur) Lincoln (Iin)

Guess (gue) Ogan (oga) Olson (ois)
Caucuses Halcro (hac) Porter (ppr) Phillip (phi)

K Anchorage (age) Harris (har) Rokoberg (rok) Stevens (sta)
Bush (bus) Hayes (hay) CcalzJ (3d) Taylor (lay)
Fairbanks/Interior (int) Hudson (hud) "Stevens (stv) Thefriault (thr)
Ma'su (mat) James (jam) Whitaker (whi) Tongerson (tor;
Majority (mjr) Joule (jou) Williams (wil) Ward (war)
Minority (mnr) >r Kapsnei (kap) * Wilson fwts) WRken (wlk)

Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
HBfifSB Bril number

and chock one:
Support
Oppose
Amend

O R  enter o genera l Subject 
(L IO  s ta ff m ay modify):

Message: Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.
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From :  Please PRINT the information below. This form must be signed by the sender.
Ur./fch./Mr*. Flnlnap# ;m s XT.cVioliGroup affilitnn (if applicate) /lytJma tâ hooa number

w ) z n s :cm 3
'ip codaM*kiged dress

Residsnce («**•() addpu if different from mslilng address

7 )  \ LW b 2 C K < ~  ^ ( 2  felxot?.ê4
To: Put a VIn tho appropriate box(os).

Slgnanirt

Senate members 
Austermon (aus) 
Cowdory (coy) 
Davis (dab) 
Donley (don) 

j i  ElHa(ell)
Elton (eft)
Green (gne) 
Halford (hal) 
Hoffman (hof)

~ Kelly (kep) 
Leman (lem) 
Lincoln (Iin)
Olson (ols)

“  Phillip (phi)
Stave rts (ste) 
Taytor (tay) 
Themauk (thr) 
Torgereon (tor) 
Ward (war)

"  Wiiken(wlk)

House membersCommittees
"iK^rtlula (ker)
? Kohrtng(koh) 

Kookesh (kos) 
Kott(kot) 
Lancaster (Inc) 
Masek (mas) 
McGuire (meg) 
Meyer (mey) 
Morgan (mor) 
Moses (mos) 
Muk)of(mul) 

Wurkowski (mur) 
Ogan (oga) 
Porter (por) 
Rokeberg (rok) 

v&alzl (sd) 
Stevens (stv) 
Whitaker (whi) 

^Williams (wil) 
Wilson (wts)

ikowitz (bar) 
Bunde (bun) 
Cpenaurt (cha) 

~\y /Cissna (cis)
V _  Coghiil (cog) 

Crawford (cri' 
Croft (era) 

jg  ^Wvies (dav) 
Dyson (dys) 
Fate (fht) 
Foster (fos) 
Green (gm) 
Guess (gue) 
Halcro (hac)

~  Hams(har) 
Hayes (hay) 
Hudson (hud) 
James (Jam) 
rtfoule 0°u)

~jf Kapsner(kap)

Community & Regional Affaire (era) 
Finance (tin)
Health, Ed., & Social Services (hes) 
Judiciary (jud)
Labor & Commerce (l&c) 
Resources (res)
Rules (rts)
State Affairs (sta)
Transportation (Ire)
Other:
Other:

Caucuses 
Anchorage (age)
Bush (bus)
Fairbanks/Interior (int) 
Matsu (mat)
Majority (mjr)
Minority (mnr)

Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
Bill number

Oppose Q B  e n te rs  genera l Subject
Amend (L IO  s ta ff m ay modify):

Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.
and check one.

Message

J U t

P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  M e s s a g e

Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O M
This form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LiO.
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Public Opinion Message
Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office to send your P O MThis form must be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO.
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To: Put a Vin the appropriate box(es).
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Committees

Community & Regional Affairs (era) 
Finance (fin)
Health, Ed., & Social Services (hes) 
Judiciary (jud)
Labor & Commerce (l&c) 
Resources (res)
Rules (rts)
State Affairs (sta)
Transportation (tra)
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House members

^  Caucuses
Anchorage (age)
Bush (bus)
Fairbanks/Interior (int) 
Matsu (mat)
Majority (mjr)
Minority (mnr)

jZ

Berkowitz (ber) 
Bunde (bun) 
Chenault (che) 

^issna (cis) 
CoghiH (cog) 
Crawford (erf) 
Croft (cro) 
D̂avies (dav) 

Dyson (dys) 
Fate (thl)
Foster (fos)
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Guess (gue) 
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Harris (har) 
Hayes (hay) 
Hudson(hud) 
.James (jam) 
Joule (jou) 
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✓
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Kott (kot) 
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Ogan (oga) 
Porter (por) 
Rokeberg (rok) 

^calzl (sd) 
Stevens (stv) 
W.'iltaker (whl) 

ly filllams (wil) 
Wilson (wts)

J/

Senate members
Austerman (aus) 
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Davis (dab) 
Donley (don) 
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Lincoln (fin)
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Phillip (phi) 
Stevens (sto) 
Taylor (lay) 
Thentault (thr) 
Torgerson (tor) 
Ward (war)
Wllken (wfk)

Subject: Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
3 5 5HBfirSB Bill number

% 7
and  chec,. one:

ûpport
Oppose
Amend

O R  enter a  genera l Subject 
(U O  s ta ff m ay modify):
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Contact your nearest Legislative Information Office fo send >r>ur P O M  
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Rules (rts) Davies (dav) Meyer (mey)
State Affairs (sta) V Dyson (dys) Morgan (mor)
Transportation (tra) Fate (Iht) Moses (mos)
Other: Foster (fos) Mulder (mul)
Other Green (gm) Murkowskl (mnr)

Guess (gue) Ogan (oga)

~ V
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V
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Donley (don)
Ellis (efl)
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to th e  / /o  u s  p / / 6 S
committee name

Committee on f j  B  3  G> 7
bill # / subject

dated £  -  / t f -O X

Signed: C h a n c e s
Testifier

S s c p
Representing (optional)

3 C S 3 S  B # A j)F 6 & jb  A b  S te&o /J l ,  A K  9 9 6 7 3 .
Address

(9 o -> ) 3 .C 2 -  S / / S
Phone number



Additional comments on H B367 fo r  POM to be FAXed to the  members o f 
the  House Health, Education A Social Services Committee.

Th is B ill's e f fo r ts  to  reduce S ta te  expenditures are to be commended but 

why is it  th a t the  lowest on the  totem  pole are always the  f i r s t  to  be the  
ta rg e ts  o f reduction in services? The s ta t is t ic s  developed by the  Dept, o f 

Health and Social Serv ices and Representative Coghill’s o f f ic e  are 

impressive but they do not bring to light the  human su ffe ring  o f those on 
the  low end o f the  financial chain. Th is was brought out in the  many personal 

accounts o f the  need fo r  Denali Ked-Care benefits th a t were presented to 

the  Committee on the  te leconference o f February 14, 2002. I t  is possible 

th a t the re  is some abuse o f the  program by individuals. 3y proper 
adm in istration and supervision these can be reduce or elim inated.

W hat is to  happen to the  number o f children (3821) and pregnant 
women, carrying a living child, (722) who will lose coverage by enactment o f 

H B367? Past experience has shown th a t they will wait until the  last moment 

when th e ir  ailments are most serious to  report to emergency services fo r  

treatm ent th a t will cost in fin ite ly  more th a t if  taken care o f in a tim ely 

fashion.
I t  is estim ated th a t the  S ta te  will save $5  million by implementation 

o f th is  bill but will lose $11.9 million in federa l aid. Th is does lo t seem to be 

a very advantageous arrangement.

Our youth are  our treasure, and the  fu tu re  leaders o f our S ta te  and 

Country. W e are going a t great lengths to insure they receive an adequate 
education. Insuring th e ir  health will make the  education expenditures even 
more valuable.

I t  has been said th a t the  measure o f a c iv ilized society and cu ltu re is 

the  way in which they t re a t  th e ir  most vulnerable members, certa in ly  these 

children are vulnerable and in need o f our compassion and aid.

I  respectfu lly  request the  Committee to oppose HB367. /

»  d u M U s
Charles M  Q ua rre ’ 

quar@alaska.com

mailto:quar@alaska.com
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PROTECT AND DEFEND ALASKA’S CHILDREN:
Denali Kid Care (DKC) Is a matter of life and death to many of Alaska's children. 

Timely application of medical therapy, psychological counseling, and psychiatric care 
can prevent spread of diseases, accidents, crimes, and suicide attempts, which would 
otherwise result in much higher costs that the State would have to pay to hospitals, 
prisons, and institutions. Cutting the number of Denali Kid Care recipients is saving a 
nickel at the cost of a dollar.

There are times when a good Republican must place childrens’ health and 
States’ responsibility and rights at a higher priority than thrifty budgeting. Our Alaskan 
Republican Party has a good reputation. Please protect our reputaion. Refuse to 
become the party that attempts to balance Alaska's budget on the backs of Alaska’s 
neediest children.

B r w c i L  H m i r f c t r s o n

f o  B o *  W a n  Hom&r, A K
2 3 B -  z v i z



A U n i t e d  W a y  C o m m u n i t y  P a r t n e r s h i p

P.O. I'ox  141689 Anchorage, A K  99514-1689 
3350 Commercial Drive, Second F loor
Phone: (907 ) 563-1923 Fax: (907 ) 563-1959 DRAFTEmail: probinso@childcareconnection.org

Resolution in Support of Funding for Denali KidCare at the Current Level
2002-4

Whereas, in 1996 more than one out o f every three children 17 years o ld  o r younger in the 
United States were not covered by private health insurance; and

Whereas, in 1997 Congress adopted the State Child Health Insurance Program (S -CH IP ), which 
allows states to access federal Medicaid funds to provide insurance fo r uninsured children in 
working and non-working families. Approximately 71%  o f the cost is from the federal 
government; and

Whereas, Denali KidCare, as A laska’ s CHIP, began offering health care insurance coverage 
March 1, 1999 to uninsured Alaskan children and to pregnant Alaskan women; and

Whereas, many employers are not able to pay fo r dependent health care insurance due to 
continuously rising cos.'s1,2, nor are the employees able to afford the coverage as em p loye r shift 
more or all o f the costs to the employees3; and

Whereas, a fam ily o f  four qualifies i f  their fam ily income is less than $44 ,140 per year ($3678 
per month); and

Whereas, between its inception and June 2000, over 15,000 additional Alaskan children from 
low-inconie working families have health insurance through Denali K idCare4; and

Whereas, the availability o f Denali KidCare has allowed parents formerly on welfare to obtain 
paying jobs without fear o f loosing coverage fo r the.r children; and

Whereas, insured children are more likely to receive well-baby/well-child care, adequate and 
timely immunizations, and have health care problems discovered and treated earlier; and

1 Alaskan businesses report a 10% increase in premium rates from 2001 to 2002. Credit Suisse First Boston, 2 0 0 2  Benefit M anager Survey, 15 
January 2002,34.
2 The percentage of Anchorage employers paying the full cost of benefits for their employees has decreased by over 50% in the last 8 years for 
businesses with more than 50 employees, to about 20%. Catherine Schumacher, Anchorage Access to Hea lth C a re  C oa lition  Health Insurance 
Benefits Survey, September 2001.
3 At least 30% of surveyed Anchorage businesses pay none of the dependent health insurance premium costs. The average additional dependent 
premiums cost 5340 per month. Ibid.

Alaska Department of Health and Social Services, W elfare Reform  Status Report 2 0 0 0 , available from 
www.hss.siate.Alaska.iis/piil>lieations/3annrennrt.ndf: accessed 20 September 2001.

mailto:probinso@childcareconnection.org
http://www.hss.siate.Alaska.iis/piil%3elieations/3annrennrt.ndf


Whereas, fo r every do lla r spent on prenatal care, more than three are saved in lower costs fo r 
treating the consequences o f  low birth weight and prematurity5; and

Whereas, early and consistent prenatal care decreases the risk o f  death or disability fo r both the 
mother and child;

Whereas, uninsured Alaskans are more like ly to use expensive emergency room services and to 
have more serious health problems once they do get treatment; and

Whereas, non-profit health care providers have experienced a continual rise in uncompensated 
care. For example, Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center has experienced an increase o f 43%  
from 1997-2000 ($646 ,000)°; and

Whereas, the current cost per year to the State o f Alaska fo r Denali K idCare is $552 per child 
and $4580 per pregnant .voman and newborn child until 2 months old; and

Whereas, i f  the change in eligibility from 200%  o f Federal Poverty Level to 150% goes into 
effect, it is estimated that 3821 children and 722 pregnant women and newborns w ill lose health 
care coverage; and

Whereas, the State o f Alaska w ill save approximately $5 m illion dollars, but w ill give up almost 
$12 m illion in matching Federal funds;

Whereas, these 4543 Alaskan w ill increase the pressure on health providers fo r uncompensated 
care; and

Whereas, absences from school and undiagnosed o r untreated hearing, vision, dental, o r health 
problems negatively affect the children’ s ability to learn and increase the schools’ costs fo r 
remediation;

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Success By 6 Governance Board strongly urges the Alaska 
Legislature to continue to accept Alaskans with up to 200%  o f the Federal Poverty Rate fo r the 
Denali KidCare Program.

Approved via email distribution by the Success B y 6 Governance Board on February 20, 2002.

€rnh UaOC

Ernie Hall, Chair

5 Center for Health Economics Research, Access To Health Care, 1993.
6 Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center, Newsletter June/Ju ly 2001 , page 2.



HSB367- Please vote down!

Subject: H SB367- Please vote down!
Date: Wed, 20 Feb 2002 21 :10 :24 -0500 (EST )

F rom : "" <kkerlin l@ excite.com>
To: Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_John_CoghilI@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representati ve_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us,
Representalive_Gary_Slevens@legis.stale.ak.us,
Representati ve_Sharon_Cissna@Iegis.state.ak.us,
Representati ve_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us

Dear HESS committee members,

I am writing to express my concern over the HB367 proposal to make cats in the Denali K idCare budget. 
The number o f  children/families this would negatively effect is very significant and Alaska can not afford 
to have so many o f it’ s children not having their basic health and safety needs met. So many j f  us are 
working diligently to assist children and families to develop in positive ways. This can not be done if  
children are unhealthy and can’ t get the services they need.

Nationwide, the amount o f  mental health problems among even our youngest children is at an all time 
high. The agency I work for recently surveyed child care providers in Alaska and found that their primary 
training and consultation needs revolve around serving children who experience emotional and behavioral 
health problems. I f  these children and their families can’ t have access to basic mental health services at an 
early age, they are very likely to develop permanent mental health illnesses as adults that often cause a 
much greater burden upon society than dollars spent on preventive services, such as D KC .

I strongly urge you to vote this bill down and not approve its proposal. Thank you for considering my 
request.

Sincerely,

Kimberly Kerlin , MA 
Mental Health Consultant 
1540 Russian Jack Dr. #13 
Anchorage, A K  99508 
(9 07 )563 -1 973

i 2/22/2002 4:08 PM
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HB 367

Subject: H B  367
Date: Wed, 20 Feb 2002 16:57:16 -0900 

F rom : "Peggy Robinson" <probinso@childcareconnection.org>
To : <Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us>, 

<Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Vic_Kohring@lcgis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Members of the House Health, Education, & Social Services Committee:

Attached is a resolution by the Success By 6 Governance Board in support of 
keeping the 200% of Federal Poverty Level threshold for income eligibility 
for Denali KidCare. Due to your committee considering HB 367 tomorrow, our 
chair, Ernie Hall, authorized me to send you this email version - a hard 
copy one will be arriving in the mail later.

Please keep this bill in committee - the prevention and early detection of 
health and wellness problems in children pays for itself many times over 
during their lifetime. Families with incomes up to 200% of the Federal 
Poverty Level do not have enough discretionary income to pay for dependent 
health insurance coverage.

Thank you for your work for children.

Peggy Robinson, Director
Success By 6 Initiative
P.O. Box 141689
Anchorage, AK 99514-1689
(907)563-1923 phone (907)563-1959 fax
probinso@childcareconnection.org

Name: Resolution to keep 200%  Income 
Level.doc 

Type: W IN W O RD  File
(application/msword)

Encoding: base64 
Download Status: Not downloaded v/ith message

I of I 2/22/2002 4:08 PM
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HB 367

Subject: H B  367
Date: Wed, 20 Feb 2002 14:17 :12 -0900 

F rom : "Jonalyn Najera" < lilly loopy@gci.net>
To : <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

To whom it  may concern:
I  te s t if ie d  on Feb. 14th against HB367. I f  th is  b ill was approved it  would devastate my 

family. M y 8 year old daughter is diagnosed w ith a mental illness, early onset bipolar 

disorder. W ithou t Denali Kid Care I  would not be able to t re a t  her. H er mental health 

costs alone last year were in excess o f a t least $25,000, as a conservative estimate.

This does not include the  costs o f her pediatrician, her eye problems, or the  dentist. I  

also have another child th a t needs her regular child v is its  to  the  doctor.

We are a working fam ily, and also in the  Naval Reserve. W e make approximately $42 ,000  a 

year be fo re  our dividends. W e do N O T  live an extravagant life s ty le  in the  least bit....we 

can barely a ffo rd  groceries on a regular basis. W e strugg le  to  buy c lothes fo r  school each 

year, and doing AN Y  sports a c t iv it ie s  or entertainm ent things fo r  our ch ildren DO N O T  

happen, because we cannot a ffo rd  them.

My husband receives insurance fo r  H IM S E LF  only, through his employer. For myself and 

our children to  get insurance it  would be from  $800-$1000  a month, PLUS co-pays and 

deductib les. There would be no possible way fo r  us to  a ffo rd  any o f this. Even in the 

event tha t we did have insurance, and could a ffo rd  the  co-pay's and

deductib les insurance companies rea lly  lim it mental health issues. M ost insurance

companies lim it your mental health v is its  from  8-20 v is its  a yea r. My daughter exceeds 

th is  in one month.

Having medical/mental health insurance fo r  my daughter is a M U S T  H AVE  thing. The 

suicide ra te  o f bipolar kids is 25%! M y daughter, at the  age o f 7 s ta rted  being suicidal. 

W ithout the  proper medications and therapy, the  poss ib ility  o f her taking her own life  is 

TOO  high to  risk.

PLEASE M AKE  TH E R IG H T  D E C IS IO N  AN D  OPPOSE T H IS  BILL!! YO U  COULD BE 

S A V IN G  M Y D AU G H TER 'S  L IF E  A S  W ELL A S  M A N Y  O TH ER  S IC K  CHILDREN!!!

Thank you fo r  your time,

Jonalyn N a je ra

349-1304

lillyloopy@qci.net

I of I 2/22/2002 4:06 PM
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HB 367: Medical Assistance Program Coverage

Subject: HB  367 : M edical Assistance P rogram  Coverage 
Date: Wed, 20 Feb 2002 11:38:29 -0900 

F rom : "Lewis, Sarah" <slewis@kumin.alaska.com>
To: c ^ epresentative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representative Dyson,

as a mother and a member of Alaska's professional community, as well as a person highly interested in positive social 
policy for Alaska’s children:

I urge you not to pass HB 367 out of the House HES committee. Please, keep Denali K idC a re  elig ibility 
intact at 200%  o f the Federa l poverty level.
Routine prenatal, infant, and childhood medical care are crucial for the health of Alaska's children. I understand from 
contacts in Juneau that you are truly concerned about the welfare of children, and I believe them. I also understand 
your concern about Alaska's fiscal difficulties, as I share them. Attempting to save the 5 million dollars spent on health 
care for children is an inefficient and short-sighted way to alleviate budget shortfalls. We save 5 million, but lose 11.9 
million in Federal dollars coming into the state's economy. Further, we end up spending more than 5 million dollars 
when working families, unable to afford sky-rocketing insurance premiums and deductibles, are forced to apply to the 
state for assistance (to pay for the medical care or for the ether neo >ssitie' . neglected in order to pay for medical 
costs). Emergency medical care will continue to be necessary (even more so as routine care is eliminated due to cost 
constraints) even if eligibility for Denali KidCare is reduced. It will not go away, and will end up on the State's tab, with 
no Federal assistance in most cases.

The passage of th is bill would hurt two groups of Alaskan citizens whom I know you support: Children and 
working families. It has been shown that prenatal care is the single most cost-effective health care expenditure. 
Children with health care coverage are more likely to receive well-baby/well-child care, adequate immunizations, and 
have health care problems discovered early. It does r.ot make fiscal, public health, or social welfare sense to reduce 
the coverage of Denali KidCare. It is a program all Alaskans should be proud of and support at the level it is piesently 
funded.

Thank you for your consideration,

Sarah R -P . Lewis, A IA , CDT  
1551 Sunrise Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99508 
907-274-8844

I of I 2/23/2002 4:58 PM
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Fw: Voice from Hie front line

Subject: Fw : Voice from  the fron t line 
Date: Wed, 20 Feb 2002 23:45:21 -0900 

F rom : "Bill and Ruthe Schoder-Ehri" < Iovenest@ptialaska.net> 
To : <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>
C C : <Representative_John_CoghilI@legis.state.ak.us>, 

<Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representati ve_Gary_S tevens @ Iegis. state, ak. us>, 
<Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representative,

Your work is so important, and so is mine.

I am a nurse working in the villages around the Chugach region.
I've been a public health nurse in urban King County (Seattle area) and a maternal-child health nurse for over 25 
years. I feel so proud of Alaska's Denali Kid Care program since returning to Alaska five years ago. I fully support all 
the "up front" dollars that are spent by Alaskans to provide quality prenatal care , safe deliveries and early newborn 
care. We are making a big difference in the health of families. Hard to prove; easy to forget.

It seems short sighted to even propose cutting this program.

PLEASE please consider the implications in a reduction of so many federal dollars and the impact on individuals and 
babies that need attention in order to prevent more problems in the future.

I urge you to reject any cuts to Denali Kid Care recipients!

From the front lines, for the little ones and the women who are low and middle income, I ask you to care. Keep the 
current funding levels-our state can afford the cost of prevention.

Thanks!

Ruthe Schoder-Ehri, R.N., PHN 
480 Grubstake Avenue 
Homer, Alaska 99603 
(907)235-1504

1 of I 2/23/2002 5:16 PM
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A la s k a ’ s  F e d e r a l  P o v e r t y  L e v e l 

( F P L )  E l i g i b i l i t y  G u id e l in e sCare
I n c o m e  s t a n d a r d s  e f f e c t i v e  A p r i l  L, 2 0 0 1

N O T E  Ail unixirn ch ild  ol a pregnant won 1 a \ y * x . o i11ita l~ frH |je  Ianii 1 >• si::e tor prcgiuug^womar rci-w^aj,
Monthly Income
Kids with no insurance Pregnant women with or

K e v  P o i n t sj
♦ ino 'iac  iigurcs above are gross ineom e (b e lo rc  laxes are taken o u u
♦ income e lig ib ility  is g en e ra lly  based on ineom e lo r the 30 days p rio r to the processing oi 

the app lication
♦ \ standard deduction per m on th  lo r work expense and a standard  deduction  per m onth  

mr dependent care expense may app ly
♦ Permanent Fund D iv idends arc not counted as income.
♦ Anyone can app ly  for h e r/h im se ll o r on b eha lf of a ch ild  o r teen.
♦ i ; x  ;ne e lig ib ility  is determ ined based on b io log ica l o r adoptive parent income
♦ c.hilclrcn w ith o the r insurance may s till be elig ib le.



F e b r u a r y  1 3 , 2 0 0 2

D e a r  Rep. Coghiil

I h a v e  just b e e n  informed o f  a proposition that is trying to b e  

passed that w o u l d  eliminate Denali K i d  Care. I just w a n t  to share a 

little story o f  h o w  beneficial Denali K i d  C a r e  to our family a n d  

w h y  this w o u l d  b e  a  devastation if this bill passed.

W e  m o v e d  to Al a s k a  in ’99, at that time w e  did not h a v e  health 

insurance. W e  h a d  4-year-old daughter a n d  l - H  year old twins.

W e  could not afford die $ 6 0 0 +  a  m o n t h  for insurance w e  w o u l d  

h a v e  to p a y  through C O B R A  to continue insurance. W e  qualified 

for insurance for our children through Denali K i d  Care.

Three m o n t h s  after w e  arrived in Alaska, it w a s  discovered that 

our oldest daughter Darci, w h o  has D o w n  S y n d r o m e ,  w o u l d  ne e d  

open-heart surgery to correct a  birth defect in her heart. Since that 

type o f  surgery cannot b e  p e r f o r m e d  here in Alaska, w e  h a d  to g o  

to Portland for the Surgery. I cannot praise e n o u g h  the quick -  

hassle free response that w e  received f o r m s  Denali K i d  Care.

Darci h a d  surgery, c a m e  through it just fine a n d  is n o w  a healthy 

6  Vi year old going to 1st grade. Darci continues to h a v e  multiple 
health care concerns that are associated with D o w n  S y n d r o m e ,  but 

I feel like w e  are a success story.

W e  n o w  h a v e  insurance with m y  e m p l o y e r  a n d  are getting 

b a c k  o n  our feet. But, y o u  can imagine the expense w e  w o u l d  

h a v e  h a d  to u n d e r g o  for s u c h  procedures a n d  I d o  not feel w e  

w o u l d  b e  w h e r e  w e  are today without the assistance o f  Denali K i d  

Care.

This is just o n e  o f  the stories that I h a v e  about the benefits o f  

Denali K i d  Care, with a  family o f  3 little girls I h a v e  m a n y .  But, 

please understand, that families like m y  o w n ,  that just ne e d  a  little 

help to get b a c k  o n  their feet w o u l d  probably suffer the m o s t  f r o m  

this bill passing.

Sincerely, D a n a  O w e n s .

I S v
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH Sc SOCIAL SERVICES

M E D IC A L  C A R E  A D V IS O R Y  C O M M IT T E E

P.O. BO X  110660  
JUNEAU. ALASKA 9 9 8 1 1 -0 6 6 0  
PH O N E : (9 0 7 )4 6 5 - 3 3 5 5  
FAX: (9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -2 2 0 4

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

February 12, 2002

The Honorable Fred Dyson 
A laska State Legislature 
Capitol Room  104 
Juneau, A K  99801

Dear Representative Dyson,

On behalf o f the Medical Care Advisory Committee, I would like to express the 
committee’ s concern regarding House B ill 367. Required by federal law, the Alaska 
Medical Care Advisory Committee is responsible for advising the State’ s Medicaid 
agency on policy and program changes to the Medicaid program. The committee 
members include health care consumers arid providers from across the state o f Alaska.

The Medical Care Advisory Committee has had the opportunity to provide input to the 
Department o f Health and Social Services on the Denali KidCare program throughout its 
development. We have heard from consumers and providers about their experiences with 
the Denali KidCare program. From our review, we learned that the program has been 
overwhelming successful in reaching needy families and has contributed immensely to 
the stability o f these families. We also learned that parents were able to stay employed 
even i f  their children got ill because their children had health care coverage through the 
Denali KidCare program. These families feel empowered that they can both maintain 
employment and provide the right care for their children.

From the beginning, the Medical Care Advisory Committee supported the development 
o f  Denali KidCare program for a number o f reasons. Numerous studies have documented 
that the percentage o f children without health insurance has grown rapidly in recent 
years. Contributing significantly to the declining trend in health insurance is the decline 
in employer financial support for health care coverage for their employee’ s dependents. 
Families who meet the income eligibility guidelines fo r Denali KidCare often do not have 
the option o f an employer financed health insurance plan for their dependents, and even if 
they do, they can not afford to pay their share o f the health care premiums, deductibles, 
and copayments. The Medical Care Advisory Committee knows that children without 
health care coverage are six limes more like ly to go without needed medical care, five 
times more likely to use the hospital emergency room as a regular source o f care, and 
four times more like ly to have necessary care delayed. It is important to a child ’ s



development that they receive appropriate medical care. I f  a child develops a chronic 
health problem, studies have shown that it can affect that child ’ s health and well being fo r 
decades to come and children, especially young children, should receive annual doctor 
visits to monitor their growth and development. Children without health care coverage 
are also more likely to be missing some o f their immunizations.

For these reasons, the Medical Care Advisory Committee strongly supports the Denali 
KidCare program and urges the Legislature to maintain the current eligibility fo r the 
program.

Sincerely,

fa M i

Patti Hong, RN 
Chair

Medical Care Advisory Committee members:

David Alexander, M D , Anchorage
Sam “ Lavada”  Bush, Fairbanks
Jim Culley, Valdez
Marie Darlin, Juneau
Kathy D illard , Kodiak
Gary Givens, R .Ph., Anchorage
Angela Gonzalez, Anchorage

Patti Hong, RN , Anchorage 
Greg Johnson, D DS , Fairbanks 
Brenda Knapp, Juneau 
Marilyn Modes, Palmer 
Karen Pearson, Juneau

cc: House Health, Education, and Social Services Committee, A laska State
Legislature 

Governor Tony Knowles 
Commissioner Jay Livey



COVENANT HOCISE i Q  ALASKA
Speaker: Anthony M. Lombardo 

Director o f Advocacy

Date: 02-14-2002

Re: Testimony on HB 367, House HES committee

Covenant House Alaska has secured information from the administrators o f Denali Kidcare regarding the 
specific effect o f a rollback o f the coverage level from 200%  to 150% of poverty level as proposed ON  
OUR SPECIFIC CLIENT POPULATION, NAM ELY TEENS 13-19 YEARS OLD.

The information received indicates that 3316 teenagers statewide will lose their coverage if the rollback is 
introduced. Covenant House Alaska champions better health and living conditions for all teens, but 
especially for homeless an ' at risk kids. Removing health coverage availability from uninsured, working 
single parent and moderately low income families will do nothing to help our kids in Alaska and will only 
worsen the situation o f the kids at Covenant House. For this reason alone, Covenant House Alaska opposes 
the rollback.

In addition, there has been a lot o f discussion regarding the math o f this program. I understand the state 
statistics to be that v/e pay 5 million dollars o f state funds to receive 12 million dollars o f federal funds.

Apparently, those funds cover 26,935 enrollees o f which about (40% )10,457 are Alaska Natives. We are 
reimbursed for their participation 100% and the Native Health Community apparently derives other 
benefits by participating in the program.

I may NOT understand the math, But I think THAT MEANS APPROXIMATELY 40%  OF OUR 5 
MILLION DOLLARS COMES BACK TO THE STATE. DUE TO THE NUM BER OF ALASKA  
NATIVE PARTICIPANTS.

SO THEN, IT SEEMS WE ARE REALLY ONLY SPENDING ABOUT 3 M ILLION DOLLARS TO GET 
12 M ILLION DOLLARS OF FEDERAL INCOME.

THAT’S A 4X RETURN ON OUR DOLLAR IN CAPITAL, available for health care in this state.
THAT’S QUITE AN ASSET. I wish I could find a mutual fund that would do that. AND WE ARE 
INSURING 26935 ALASKANS. Not exactly your wasteful government program.

We believe dis-investing in such a successful asset is a bad idea. And personally, if you would like to 
dispose o f  such an income generating asset, I 'd  like to bid at the auction.

Thank you.

MAILING: P.O. BOX 10-1640. ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99510-4640 
(907) 272-1255



March 1, 2002

House HESS Committee

Representative Fred Dyson, Chair 
Representative Reggie Joule 
Representative Fred Dyson 
Representative Peggy Wilson 
Representative John_Coghill 
Representative Gary_Stevens 
Representative Vic_Kohring 
Representative Sharon_Cissna

Dear Committee Members:

I write to voice my objection to the current H B  367, which changes the qualification 
provisions of the “Denali Kid Care Program’1.

Essentially, the qualification level required of different locations in Alaska are not 
addressed in the change proposed in H B  367. Currently, a family of four in need of 
assistance would qualify for the Denali Kid Care program. Both an Anchorage and Bush 
Alaska family would qualify under the existing rules. In the proposed rules for 
qualification, where the poverty level is moved to 1.5 times the federal poverty level, the 
Anchorage family still qualifies but the bush family would not qualify for the assistance.

Please see the attached spreadsheet that shows this anomaly.

There is no integrity in poverty level changes while a regional anomaly exists in the 
system.

Thank you for your time.

Eben Hopson Jr.
Arctic Slope Native Association, Ltd.


