


A l a s k a  S ta te  l e g i s l a t u r e

Representative Peggy Wilson 
Putting Alaska's Families First

M EMORANDUM

Please schedule C S HB  276 before the HESS Committee for a hearing. This bill is 
essentially a “clean-up” bill related to delegation of nursing.

Attached are:

1. C S H B  276
2. Sponsor Statement
3. Letters of Support

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my office.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Representative Peggy Wilson 
Putting A laska 's  Families F irst

SPONSOR STA T EM E N T - HB 276

H B  276 is essentially a “clean up bill” which brings nursing statutes up to date with cur­
rent nursing practice in three areas:- (1). gives licensed nurses the authority to delegate 
nursing duties to other personnel and gives the Board of Nursing authority to promulgate 
regulations outlining safe delegation practices to ensure safety of the consumer; (2) the 
bill increases the length of time available for a temporary nursing license from 4 to 6 
months to allow for the extra time it may take to get back results of criminal justice back­
ground checks required in new regulation; (3) changes the wording placement regarding 
licensure by endorsement that brings the wording in the statute into compliance with 
what is already being done in the Division.

Delegation by licensed nurses of specific nursing tasks to unlicensed assistive personnel 
(UAPs) such as aides and technicians has always been a part of nursing practice. The 
health care delivery system that includes public health, Indian Health, hospitals, clinics 
and community nursing facilities will continue to use UAPs. These changes allow 
specific statutory authority for nurses to delegate essential care to the delivery of safe and 
effective health, care to the citizens of Alaska. I urge you to support H B  276.
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F I S C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2002  L E G I S L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_________________________
Title An Act relating to temporary permits and licenses BRU :

Fiscal Note Number: 
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected:

1
CSHB 276(L&C) 
2/22/02

DCED

by endorsement issued by the Board of Nursing
Occupational Licensing (117)

Sponsor
Requester

Component Occupational Licensing
Representative Wilson
House Labor & Commerce

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2360

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
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Temporary
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New funds are not required to implement the changes of this bill.

Prepared by: 
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Approved by: 
Agency

(Revised 9/2001 OMB)
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Hospital & Nursing Home Association
Were helping people care f i r  people!

February 15, 2002

Dear Rep Wilson:

The House Labor and Commerce Committee will be hearing H B  276 on February 20, 
2002. As the president of the Alaska State Hospital and Nursing Home Association (ASHNHA), 
I am writing a letter of support for the CS for House Bill No. 276, “An Act relating to temporary 
permits and licenses by endorsement issued by the Board of Nursing; and relating to the 
delegation of nursing duties.”

Representative Peggy Wilson 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 409 
Juneau A K  99801-1182

This bill will put into law what has always been a part of nursing practice. The bill gives 
licensed nurses the authority to delegate nursing duties to other personnel and give tire Board of 
Nursing authority to set out regulations to outline safe delegation of their duties. Because there 
is such a severe shortage in the nursing profession, extending the temporary nursing license from 
4 to 6 months will allow extra time. Any help in this area will be greatly appreciated.

A S H N H A  is an organization of 34 healthcare providers around the state of Alaska. W e  
believe that passage of this legislation will allow for better health care delivery to our citizens.

Sincerely yours,

Laraine L. Derr 
President/CEO

426 Main Street, Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Phone: 907-586-1790 • Fax: 907-463-3573 • Web: ashnha.com
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A la s k a
^ N u r s e sA s s o c i a t i o n

i d N A
2207 East Tudor Rd, Suite 34 
Anchorage, AK 99507-1069 

w//w.aknurse.org 
aknurse@aknurse.org

t/ 907-274-0827 
f/ 907-272-0292

February 14, 2002
Honorable Peggy Wilson 
State Capitol, Room 409 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1121

Dear Representative Wilson:

W e  are writing this letter is support of the CS for H B  276, “An Act relating to 
temporary permits and licenses by endorsement issued by the Board of Nursing; and 
relating to the delegation of nursing duties.” This bill brings the nursing statutes up to 
date with current nursing practice in the areas of delegation of nursing duties and the 
issuance of temporary licenses and licenses by endorsement.

Over the last ten years there has been an increase in the number and type of 
ancillary unlicensed health care workers that RNs and LPNs are required to delegate 
ni,rsing duties to and have oversight of the work they perform. The Attorney General’s 
office recently ruled that the existing statues do not give the Board of Nursing the 
authority to promulgate regulations covering delegation of nursing duties to persons other 
than nursing assistants.

It is imperative that RNs and LPNs have regulations from the Board of Nursing 
covering delegation of nursing tasks. Nurses rarely hire or train the unlicensed personnel 
they are required to work vith, yet their employers require nurses to make sure these 
persons perform the tasks delegated to them in a safe and accurate manner. Because 
these individuals are unlicensed, there is no regulatory body overseeing their training and 
competency. Nurses need the backing of the regulations promulgated by the Board of 
Nursing so that they can delegate in a manner ihat maintains the health and safety of their 
patients.

The sections of CS for H B  276 which deal with temporary nursing licenses would 
extended the length of license from 4 to 6 months which would allow the Board of 
Nursing to complete necessary background checks. The section of the Bill dealing with 
license by endorsement would bring the statue into compliance with current practice of 
the Board concerning applicants who have not worked as a nurse in the past five years.

The Alaska Nurses Association is in full support of CS for H B  276.

Sincerely,

Patricia Senner MS, RN, A N P

F E B  1 9 2002
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