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CS FCP POUSE BILL NO. 101( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY
Offered:
Referred:
Sponsor(s): REP RESENTATIVES DYSON, Rokeberg
ABILL
FOR AN ACTENTITLED
"An Act relating to charter schools; and providing for an effective date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 14.03.250(a) is amended to read:
@ A charter school may be established as provided under AS 14.03.250 -

14.03.290 upon the approval of the local school board and the state Board of
Education and Early Development of an application for a charter school. The state
Board of Education and Early Development may not approve more than 60 [30]
charter schools to operate in the state at any one time [AND SHALL APPROVE
CHARTER SCHOOLS IN A GEOGRAPHICALLY BALANCED MANNER AS
FOLLOWS: NOT MORE THAN 10 SCHOOLS IN ANCHORAGE; NOT MORE
THAN FIVE SCHOOLS IN FAIRBANKS; NOT MORE THAN THREE SCHOOLS
IN THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH; NOT MORE THAN THREE
SCHOOLS IN THE KENA1 PENINSULA BOROUGH; NOT MORE THAN TWO
SCHOOLS IN THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU; NOT MORE THAN
SEVEN SCHOOLS LOCATED IN OTHER AREAS OF THE STATE, AND THESE
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SEVEN SCHOOLS SHALL BE ALLOCATED AS NEARLY AS POSSIBLE IN A
GEOGRAPHICALLY BALANCED MANNER THROUGHOUT THE REST OF
THE STATE],

* Sec. 2. AS 14.03.255(a) is amended to read:

(a) A charter school operates as a school in the local school district except that

the charter school (1) is exempt from the local school district's textbook, program,
curriculum, and scheduling requirements; (2) is exempt from AS 14.14.130(c); the
principal of the charter school shall be selected by the academic policy committee and
shall select, appoint, or otherwise supervise employees of the charter school; and (3)
operates under the charter school's annual program budget as set out in the contract
between the local school board and the charter school under (c) of this section. A
local school board may exempt a charter school from other local school district
requirements if the exemption is set out in the contract. A charter school is subject
to secondary school competency testing as provided in AS 14.03.075 and other
competency tests required by the department.
*Sec. 3. AS 14.03.255(c) is amended to read:
(c) A charter school shall operate under a contract between the charter school
and the local school board. A contract must contain the following provisions:
(1) a description of the educational program;
(2) specific levels of achievement for the education program;
(3) admission policies and procedures;
(4) administrative policies;
(5) a statement of the charter school's funding allocation from the local
school board and costs assignable to the charter school program budget;
(6) the method by which the charter school will account for receipts
and expenditures;
(7) the location and description of the facility;
(8) the name of the teacher, or teachers, who, by agreement between
the charter school and the teacher, will teach in the charter school;
(9) Uie teacher-to-student ratio;
(10) the number of students served;
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(11) the lerm of the contract, not to exceed a term of 10 [FIVE] years;

(12) atermination clause providing that the contract may be terminated
by the local school board for the failure of the charter school to meet educational
achievement goals or fiscal management standards, or for other good cause;

(13) a statement that the charter school will comply with all state and
federal requirements for receipt and use of public money;

(14) other requirements or exemptions agreed upon by the charter
school and the local school board.

*Sec. 4. AS 14.03 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 14.03.263. Charter school grant program, (a) A charter school may
receive a one-time grant from the department equal to the amount of $500 for each
pupil enrolled in the charter school on October 1 of the year in which the school
applies for the grant. The charter school shall use a giant received under this
subsection to provide educational services. In this subsection, "educational services"
includes curriculum development, program development, and special education
services.

(b) The department shall establish by regulation procedures for application for
and expenditure of grant funds under (a) of this section.

*Sec. 5. AS 14.03.275 is amended to read:

Sec. 14.03.275. Contracts; duration. A contract for a charter school may be
for a term of no more than 10 [FIVE] years [AND MAY NOT EXTEND BEYOND
JULY 1,2005].

*Sec. 6. AS 14.17.905 is amended by adding a new' subsection to read:

(b) Notwithstanding (a)(3) of this section, a charter school shall be counted as

a separate school if the charter school has an ADM of at least 150 students.
* Sec. 7. Section 9, ch. 77, SLA 1995, is repealed.
* Sec. 8. This Act takes effect July 1, 2001.
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Representative Fred D yson

HB 101

Sponsor Statement

"An Act relating to charter schools-
Updated: February 1, 2001
Contact: Representative Fred Dyson's office at (907) 465-2199

House Bill 101 is intended to extend and strengthen the existing Alaska Chrjter
School Law. The current law on the books is scheduled to sunset on July 1, 2005
(less than 4 V2 years from now). This means that any new charier school cannot be
approved for the allowable five year charter. Existing charter schools are having a
difficult time securing facility purchase and lease agreements because their
remaining contracts are something less than 4 Vi years and cannot be extended
beyond 2005.

Some of our chat ter schools are exciting, dynamic examples of parents being
involved in their children’s education. Intensive parental involvement has stretched
the system in a positive way. Most charter schools are struggling because we have
not given them the tools they need to succeed. | believe the demonstrated
passionate involvement of parents and the good results indicate we should go
beyond eliminating the sunset and allowing for longer contracts.

HB 101 is similar to the charter school law | sponsored last session except that it
abandons the effort to mandate a succinct accounting statement to be part of the
charter. It also abandons the attempt to mandate distribution of a pro-rated share
of local contributions to go to charter schools

HB 101 makes the following changes to the existing charter school law:

* Eliminates the July, 2005 sunset clause.

« Extends the allowable contract length from 5 to 10 years.

« Eliminates the geograpltic distribution requirements.

* Doubles the cap from 30 to 60 charter schools.

« Clarifies that charter schools are not exempt from competency testing.

+ Allows Charter Schools to be counted as separate a school if the ADM
is over 100 (reference AS 14.17.905)

 Provides a small grant for teaching of AK History and Native languages.

* Provides a one-time “start-up” grant.

« Allows for charter school use of safe public buildings with District
Superintendent approval.

We have two options: 1) strengthen the charter school law to encourage continued
new thinking and foster more fresh education reform, or 2) do nothing and watch
the investment of countless hours of hundreds of parents die on the vine. Merely
extending the sunset and lifting the cap will not be enough. HB 101 is probably
not enough, but it is a step toward quality in public education.



HB 101 Sectional / 1S
Revised P jary 22, 2001

Section 1: Do*’ is the allowable number of charter schools in Alaska from 30 to 60. This
section alsc et'rmnates the geographic distribution requirement.

Section 2: specifies that charter schools are subject to Benchmark and High School
Qualifying E carr. requirements.

Section 3: Specifies what must be included in a charter school contract. The changes HB
101 makes to existing law are grammatical except for one that conforms with the contract
duration change that is made in Section 5.

Section 4: Adds a new section of law that allows for a one-time charter school grant in the
amount of $500 per student.

Section 5. Changes the allowable charter school contract length from a maximum of 5
years to a maximum of 10 years.

Section 6: Specifies that a charter school needs at least 150 students to be counted as a
separate school for purposes of foundation formula calculations. (Existing law states that
alternative schools need at least 200 students.

Section 7: Repeals the July, 2005 charter school law sunset date.

Section 8: Sets an effective date.



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2001 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CS HB 101 (HESS)

() Publish Date:

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected; DEED
Title: "An Act relating to charter schools; and providing BRU: K-12 Support

for an effective date." Component: Foundation Program
Sponsor: Representative Fred Dyson

Requester: House HESS Component Number: 141

Expenditures/Revenues (Thausads o Ddlars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures

Grants & Claims 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type)
TOTAL 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8

Estimate of any current year (FY2001) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2002 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)

HB 101 Sec 6. AS 14.17.906 is bang arerndsd to refled Charter Sdhodls with an Aerage Dally
Membarsip (; o a leest 150 wauld e etitied to e couted as a sgparate sdodl.
(Hes= =2 Freaddes)

Prepared by:  Eddy Jeans, School Finance Manager Phone 465-8679
Division Education Support Services Date/Time

Approved by:  Bruce Johnson, Deputy Commissioner of Education Date 2/23/01
Agency Education and Early Development

For distribution Information, call the Governor’s Legislative Office
(Rov 217200 OVB) Page 1 of

609.8

609.8

609.8

609.8



Department of Education and Early Development Prepared by Mindy Lobaugh
February 21,2001
Charter Schools - HB_101

ok
Pg generated
Cater  basedonAS
District ADMVIs 14.17.906
Andhoage Agatian 20
\Fﬁﬂymﬁip* 70
Amrap Chata 120
Ch':igPACEC%?e 200
Deltat G Sdod* 202
Fairenis Chinodk Crerter B
Fairterks NewBgmings A
|ditarad Takara € 5)
Jueau ity Crexter a0
Kerel Auaa Boedlis 120
Kerel Horer Crarter Sdad 5
Ketdhiken Charter Sdhod 128
Loner KidakinmAygaun Blitreunik Yugik Immersan 190 809,75
Ve-Su Acaceny Qrarter 15
Me-SuMdhigt Sin %
Nore Al Gty Sdenoe Aced 20
TOTAL 296 609,75
*These are corespodaoe sdods
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
A01 LEGISLATIVE SESSON

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):

Fiscal Note Number:
() Publish Date:

Dept. Affected:

Component:

Component Number:

(Thausands of Ddlars)

Title: "An Act relating to charter schools; and
providing for an effective date."
Sponsor: Representative Dyson
Requester: House HESS
Expenditures/Revenues
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002
Personal Services 101.0
Travel 5.0
Contractual 60.0
Supplies 4.0
Equipment 2.0
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims 1,253.0
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 1,425.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 1,425.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type)
TOTAL 1,425.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2001) cost:
POSITIONS

Full-time 1

CS HB 101 (HESS)

Education and Early Development
Teaching & Learning  Support
Quality Schcols

2147

FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007

101.0 101.0 101.0
5.0 5.0 5.0
60.0 60.0 60.0
4.0 4.0 4.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
170.0 170.0 170.0

(Thousands of Dollars)

170.0 170.0 170.0

170.0 170.0 170.0

Part-time

Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Heeee refer to the attadhed sheets far addtalled desaiption
St 4 AS 1408263 povdss satup gart to 16 darter schods at $600 per pua

Il. Thsfiscd mtedoss

prgedt the estiretied aost for the adtitia el 44 dharter sdhodls authonzed by this legdlation

Prepared by:  Barbara Thompson, Deputy Director
Division Teaching & Learning Support

Approved by:  Bruce Johnson, Deputy Commissioner of Education
Agency Department of Education & Early Development

For distribution information, call the Governor's legislative Office

(Rev 12000 OVE)

Phone (907) 465-8727
Date/Time 2/16/01 12:00 AM

Date 2/23/01

Page 1 of 4



Fiscal Note Descriptionfor HB 101

Section 1of HB 101 removes the former requirements that the Sate Board of
Education &Early Development may not approve more then 30 charter schools
to operate in the State at one time and shall approve charter schools in a

anced manner. Amended Tanguage raises the cap on

n rof charterschools tobeallovved from30tp Q). Language related to
approval of charter schools geographically is eliminated

Section 2 requires that charter schools be subject to seco school competen
testlngast?ﬂowded in AS 14.03075. ) nary PRIy

Section 3 aclds minor revisions to existing prOV|S|ons and extends allowable
charter school contract time from5 years to 10 years.

Section 4 creates anew Charter School Grant Program A charter school may
receive a one-time grant fromthe department eqlial to $600,per pupil. This
funding shall be usd to provice edticational services (curriculum tevelopment,

prograim cevelopment, and special educatron SEIVICES.)

Section 5 addresses extending the allowable charier school contract time from5
years to 10 years.

Personal Services - $101,000

One, new FTE Education Specialist 1, Range 21, position Is needed to administer
the charter school lication prooess for Up to 60'schools; administer the new
Progrant provige technical assistance to school district
and charter school staff who are pIannlng for or initiating acharter school; assure
compliance vv|th state charter sc ooI statutes and reg ulafions; assure quall
programs are developed and su develop and maintain a charter schools
rg%J |ations process; and evaluate the effectrveness of Alaska’s charter schools.

Funds for .10 FTE of an existing Grants Admnrstrator II position are neeced to
address flscal ISSUeS, |ssurng orant avvar ng fiscal documents

related to charter sc ca ons
ncifj fora SFIE Ar%n?stratl Clle Ition a?gs e%% provice clerical
support to the Education Specialist Il and r the application process ($L7,000

20f4
Alaska Department of Education & Early Development
February 16, 2001



Although the Grants Administrator Il and Administrative Clerk Il positions are
existing positions, current federal fund sources are not sufficient to fund the
charter schools duties that wouldl be assigned to them

Travel - ($5,000)

Travel funding is needed to provide for a limited number of technical assistance
and/or compliance reviews of charter schools. (§,000

Contractual - ($60,000)

Contractual funding is needed primarily for evaluation of the effectiveness and
success of charter s&ooﬁgﬂ%ka Additionally, some funding is neecied to
support administrative services functions, postage, phone charges, copler
&hgrr?es, printing and dlissemination of informetion abouit effective and successful
er schools and Charter Schools Grant Program applications. (360,000)

Supplies - $4,000

Funding Is needed for the purchase q&g&%raj office supplies and materials for
meetings related to charter schools. ($4000)

Equipment - $2,000

Funding is needed for the purchase of acomputer for the Education Specialist I
position. (§2,000)

Grants - $1.253

Funding is needed in the grant line for the newly created Charter Schools Grant

Program  This program allows for a charter schiool o receive a one-time grant
fr%or% the deparfmeorg]t equal %\%500 per pupil. “This funding shall be used %o

provide educational services (curriculum development, program development,
and special education services).

3of4d

Alaska Department of Education & Early Development
February 16, 2001



Department of Education and Early Development Prepared by Mindy Lobaugh
Prepared 2/22/01
Charier School $500 Grant - HB_101

AS
FY®2 14082639
Pgeded QeTine
Cater Gatof 80

District ADMs  Ra Pl

Andcharage Aguarian 240 120,000
Andarage Faily Patrerdip* 70 3030

Mllage Grarter 120 60,000
&?tglaeelygjbaﬁnd* %88 %8?888
Faitberks Chinock Crerter % 3000
Fairberks NewBaegmings A 17,000
|ditarod TakoaC % g%
Kerdl Aurara Boredlis 19 64,500
Kerel Horer Crerter Sdod y2s) BOO
Ketdlken Cherter Siad 128 64,000
Loner KisakinmAvgaun Hitreundk YUpik Inmeasan 190 5000
Ve-Su Acedany Cratter 15 67300
Vet-SuMdhgt Sin P 46000
Noe Andl Gty Sdence Acad 20 10,000
TOTAL 2506 1,253000
*These are carespodaoe sdods
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M aking Schools W ork B etter for AIl Children

CER SCORE CARD

Charter School Legislation: State Rankings

States With Strong Charter Laws...

.. Which do are are likely to support at least some significant development of autonomous charter schools.

CHARTER SCHOOL LEGISLATION: STATE RANKINGS

Grade A B
State AZ M| MN DC DE MA TX CA FL IWW NC PA CO MO SC g

Year Law Passed =4 ‘93 9 ‘96 *5 ‘93 ‘95 Y92 ‘96 ‘98 ‘96 97 93 ‘98 ‘96 ‘9
Number of schools allowed 4.5 43 5 45 37 33 4 5 35 23 35 5 45 23 45 31
Mutinie charterinn 45 s 45 4 24 33 325 45 35 33 35 325 3 4 15 2
Elieible charier applicants 5 47 5 5 44 43 425 5 5 4 45 45 4 1 35 4
New starts allowed 45 AT 45 5 49 s 475 4 4 s 45 45 325 46 35 4
School inav.be.slaned 5 5 35 3 35 4 35 3 3 4 3 35 3 4 2 5
without evidence of local
support

Automatic waiver from 4.5 2.7 5 5 4.4 3 5 3 3 5 4 3 325 4 45 3.

state and district laws

Lconl/operational nutonomy , 5 5 45 45 5 47 4 3 3.5 5 3 3 275 42 35 3.

Guaranteed full ner-punil 35 5 35 45 5 5 4 4.5 5 26 45 25 375 4 5 3

fundins;

Fiscal Autonomy 5 5 5 4.5 5 5 4 4 5 5 4 3.5 4.5 4 4.5 2.
Exempt from collective 4.75 4 4.5 5 4.9 43 4 4 45 3.3 3 4 4.5 4 35 41
bargainine

agreement/district work
rules

Total 46.25 454 45 45 432 419 4075 40 40 %95 375 36.75 365 361 36 35
RANK 2000 ) 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 13 14 15 It
Rank 1998 1 ) 6 3 4 5 9 0 13 7 8 6 122 15 1 N,

Numberofcharters Spring 352 173 59 31 5 39 167 239 11| 5 75 47 65 18 8 4

2000

Llof4 2/20/01 11:18 AM
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$ States With Weak Charter Laws...

.. which have not, and are unlikely to lead to significant charter activity.

CHARTER SCHOOL LEGISLATION: STATE RANKINGS

Grade D

State IL NH OH GA LA |p NV CT UT AK NM HI WY E| AR YA

Year Law Passed ‘96 ‘95 wr w3 ‘95 ‘98 ‘97 ‘96 *98 ‘95 W3 94 ‘95 ‘05 ‘05 ‘08
Number of schools allowed 2 4y 1705 2 26 25 25 06 23 25 1 5 1 25 16
Multiple chnrterine authorities . 07 27 125 13 1 25 7 03 2.25 1 0 1 1 1
Eligible charter applicants 4 37 3 4 35 3 7 15 43 a7 2 15 43 25 25 26

New starts allowed 35 37 27 4 4 48 45 35 41 5 35 3 4 4 35 73
School mav he started without 1 0 47 25 1 5 1 25 s 3 ? 17 0o 25 26

evidence of'local simoon j

Automatic waiver from state and 3 4.7 3 5 25 43 25 25 0.6 0 05 45 0 05 0 0.6

district laws

Leeal/operational autonomy 3 3.7 1.7 1 0 1 0 15 0.5 1.6 0 0 0.5 0 0.5 0 0.6
Guaranteed full ner-pupil ftmdine 3 0 i 2.7 2 3 3 35 35 0.3 3.3 3 15 0 35 15 o
Fiscal Autonomy 35 5 - 2.7 45 16 1 3 1.3 4 2 1 0 15 0 0

Exempt from collective bnruainint! 4 4.7 2.3 15 15 4 7 25 43 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 28 279 272 27 265 256 255 23 216 209 1875 16 15 145 135 118
RANK 2000 20 21 2 28 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35
Rank 1998 20 19 2 T w24 27 a2 2B 26 33 32 29 28 34 30

Number of charters Spring 2000 19 0 48 32 17 8 5 16 3 17 3 2 0 2 0 0

About the Grades:

« "A" (Score between 40-50): These laws allow for a significant number of charter schools
and contribute positively to their growth and development.

« "B" (Score between 30-39): These laws also allow for healthy growth of charter schools but
contain some significant provisions that may impede growth.

« "C" (Score between 20-29): These laws may allow for a good number of schools, but still
pose significant challenges to sustaining a prolific and healthy charter environment.

« "D" (Score between 10-19): These laws largely allow conventional education bureaucracies
to requlate the establishment and operation of charter schools. While schools have opened
under these laws, they are heavily regulated and are few and far between.

« "F" (Score between 0-9): These laws simply offer no real charter environment at all, and
arc charter laws in name only.

Rating Criteria

All 37 charter school laws in existence as of April 2000 are scored and ranked according to

2014 2/20/01 11:18 AW
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CBR SCORE CARD: Charter School Laws State Rankings

Jot4

their degree of expansiveness. The states are ranked from 1 (most expansive) to 37 (most
restrictive), as well as divided into Strong and Weak Charter Law States, indicating which do or are
likely to support at least some significant development of autonomous charter schools, and which

do not.

o Number of Schools: states that permit an unlimited or substantial number of autonomous
charter schools encourage more activity than states that either limit the number of
autonomous schools, or allow an unlimited number of charter schools with restrictions on
their autonomy, demo raphics

¢ i'[l e chartering autho tm?brndr g appealS [rocess: States that permit a number of
entrtres in addition to or instead of local school boards to authorize charter schools, or that
provide applicants with a binding appeals process, encourage more activity than those that
vest authorizing power in a single entity, particularly if that entity is the local school board,
or provide only an advisory appeals process

« Variety of applicants: states that permit a variety of individuals and groups both inside and
outside the existing public school system to start charter schools encourage more activity
than states that limit eligible applicants to public schools or public school personnel.

o NAwstarts: states that permit new schools to start up encourage more activity than those

that per |t only pub]J (XS:ECerOI conversions.

e F0 \ IT. States that permit charter schools to be formed without
having to prove specified Ievels of Iocal support encourage more activity than states that
require such demonstratiops of support. .

« Autoretic vrarverfromfarrsand requlations: States that provide automatic blanket
waivers from most or all state and district education laws, regulations, and policies
encourage more activity than states that provide no waivers or require charter schools to
negotiate waivers on an issue-by-issue basis with charter-granting authorities. (In no case,

owe /er are ¢ivil rrghts laws or health/safely codes waived for charter schools)
Legar rational aULOnOMY: States in which charter schools are independent legal entities

that can own property, sue and be sued, incur debt, control budget and personnel, and
contract for services encourage more activity than states in which charter school remain
under district jurisdiction. In addition, legal autonomy refers to the ability of charter schools
to control enrollment numbers, with no special conditions imposed by the charter law or the

cal district on jt cies.
. &nrant %ﬁund . States where 100% of per-pupil funding automatically follows
student enrolled in charter schools encourage more activity than states where the amount of

funding is automatically set below 100%, or must be negotiated with the district. (For more
(ﬁs%gimer funding, see also: Charter School Funding Path.)

. State that give charter schools full control over their own budgets,
without the district holding the funds, encourage more activity than states that do not. (For

more on cha erfund g see also: Charter School Funding Path.|
on from o ective bargaining agreenents /j rictwork ruies: weak faws do

not give charter schools control over personnel decisions but make them subject to district
collective bargaining agreements or work rules.

Other Notes:

The scores on this table are based on the current status of each law (through April 2000).
Amendments to the original law, state board regulations, legal rulings, department of education
interpretation and actual implementation have all been factored into the ranking. Each state is
ranked for each criterion on a scale of 0 to 5, based on how that state's provisions under that

htip:/Avww.edrcform.coin/charter_schools/laws/ranking_2000.htm

2/20/01 11:18 AW



CER SCORE CARD: Charter School !.,ws State Rankings hilp:/\vww.cdrefoim.com/chartcr_schools/laws/ranking_2000.htm

criterion support or restrict the development of a significant number of autonomous charter schools
(strongly support = 5; strongly restrict = 0), or, in the case of recently passed or amended laws, are
likely to do so. States are listed from left to right from stronger to weaker. The laws are also
divided into two subsets: strong or moderately effective laws which do or are likely to support at
least some significant development of autonomous charter schools, and week or ineffective laws
which have not, and are unlikely to lead to significant charter activity. See the following page for a
more detailed explanation of the criteria and rating system. See also analysis of individual states'
laws for further explanation of specific provisions.

Each law was scored by a panel of charter school experts: Jeanne Allen, President, The Center for
Education Reform; Bruno Manno, Senior Fellow with the Annie E. Casey Foundation and Adjunct
Fellow with the Hudson Institute. Linda Brown, Director, Pioneer Institute Charter School
Resource Center; Chester Finn, President of the Thomas B. Fordham Foundation; and John M. Olin
Fellow at the Hudson Institute, assisted with the 1997 and 1998 rankings. The average of the
panelists score's were sued for the final score for each criterion, and their sum provides the final
scores that determined ranking. States with tie scores were ranked according to secondary factors
influencing the effectiveness of their law. Edited by Jeanne Allen and Dave DeSchryver.

Originally published by the Center for Education Reform. April 2000.
Technical corrections made February 2001.

Print Version of Chart (.rtf format —use this version if you want to print out the chart.)

Overview and Background of Rankings

CER Horne Page » About Charter Schools  Charter School Laws » E-Mail CER ~ CER
Publications

INDEX TO CER WEBSITE: Alimit CER « Academic Standards « BLOB Watch ¢ Business and Industry « Calendar « Charier
Schools « Contact CER e« Curriculum « Editorials < Educatu n Forum ¢ Education Leaders Council * Education Reform e Educators
« Electronic Ncwswire « Employment « Events « Frequcndv Asked Questions «Plants mHome < Jobs ¢ Legislators «Links «
Mailing List « News « Newsletter « Ncwswire < Organizations « Parent Power! « Parents « Policy Makers ¢ Press Releases ¢
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February 16, 2001
Dear Legislators,

HB 101 is a well-written bill. Please give it your full
support to pass it this year. Itis overdue and will be a
welcome step of relief in the right direction.

There are three major concerns with the current
legislation: funding for many "city" charters is half and

in some cases, less, than other "city" schools that you
fund. This is because in part the description written into
school funding formulas, which you can correct. Itis

also because "city" schools get local taxes, and in
Anchorage, none of that is passed on to the charters. Most
importantly, "city" and "rural" schools get facilities, in
many cases worth millions of dollars.

I am with the Village Charter School, having participated
since its design and currently serving as a K-3 teacher and
APC (governing committee) member. We receive
approximately $3,850 per child, and from that, pay space /
facility. We have a terrible time working with a landlord
with that budget and limp from year to year. Our fear now
is that the economy is getting better, which means our
landlord can find much more attractive tenants than us.

The sunet should be lifted and the length of a contract 10
years with 5year renewable so that landlord negotiations
are improved.

Lastly, we struggle almost daily with school district
oversight challenges. Ihave spoken with School Board
Members and ASD executives, but it is as much that we can't
fit their "round holes" because we are a tiny, square peg.
An Independent Board, such as Arizona has, would be idea.
Please take the time to visit their Independent Board's
office and a dozen of their charters if you get the chance.

| visited 30 of their schools and believe that model is the
best in the US.

Best wishes, and I'll help you however Ican.

Linda Sharp

2710 West 34 Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99517
Tel. 245-5501

Email:  Isharp@ alaska.net
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"FROM * UILLAGE CHARTER SCHOOL PHONE NO. Feb. 15 2001 05:48PM P2

D allas Engineering, inc.

475 Forest Hills Drive
Fairbanks, Alaska 99775

February 15,2001

Representative Dyson
Members of HESS (Senate/ House)
Members of the Alaska Legislature
RE: Cltartcr Schools HB 101

Senators and Representatives:

Please consider my views when Representative Dyson's and Senator Betrye Davis’ bills oomc forward for
yum rule. 1 cuna’icliicd pululuiuu uigiuvu, IAVIUE iIMé»cA W AIftIK* in"1974 w help the University af
Alaska begin Its petroleum technology program, aflcr 25 years of working as a petroleum engineer in
private industry in North Dakota and the Williston Basin.  Tmaintaina small office in Fairbanks even
now, although 1am 78 years old and generally travelling, writing a book and coaching math part-time in
public schools in Fairbanks and Anchorage.

Lhope you will pass a bill this session that changes tho fate of charter schools in Alaska. The present law is
crippling them. It precludes many who are Interested from considering proposing a dun lei, and il eauae*
extreme r”ress for many charter schools presently operating in Alaska.. 1t has also caused the demise ofat
least ont and probably more of the charters that have closed their doors.

Current law is flawed in the following major ways:

#1. Authorization. Thereshould be a choice of authorizing a?encies. Requiring charter schools to
subject themselves only to the local school districts Is 6uicide. Ttcould be likened to requiring tho newly
freed slaves in 1865 to get their freedom passports from the Plantation Owners, and to report to them for all
actions they took. There must be an Independent Board, representing the population of Alaska, who for a
decade have advocated for freedom and accountability in education. This is the most Important change
you should make.

#2. Sunset. The sunset clause of 2005 should be lifted and there should be no sunset, or at *ho earliest,
2015, Contract should be for ten years, not five.

#3. Funding. Clumcr schools should be funded no lower than the average school in the area that they
serve. They should be given housing without ®el, in addition to the per student funding. Without equal

funding iliw rannnr onnmpfp, Thiswnulrl Irypl Ihr, nlaviue finlri
I LUaKgJ VCIWIIO tv tVituLl UWMI tUMU Vi \;y P A ovww FHRox ¥ uMm

opportunity to help you gel such a bill passed in 2001.

Best wishes,

M b

Doij D. Dallas, P.E.

475 Forest Hills Drive

Fairbanks. AK 99775

Email: Doisdd@aol.com or dotticcfd@aol.com
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Subject; H.B. 101 - HESS/Charter Schools
Date: Sun, 18 Feb 2001 17:49:55 -0900
From: "thomasalaska" <thomasalaska@gci.net>
To: "Representative Fred Dyson" <RepresentativeJFred_Dyson@ Legis.state. AK.US>

CC: "Linda Sharp" <Isharp@alaska.net>
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Subject: HB101
Date: Wed, 07 Feb 2001 15:57:38 -0900
From: "Lynn Aleshire" <lynn.aleshire@acsalaska.net>
To: Representative_Fred Dyson@ legis.state.ak.us

Rep. Dyson,

| just read through your HB 101 and am very pleased with the changes you
propose to charter school law. Of course, since we always want a little
bit more I'd like to ask if you would consider amending it to address
the new definition of a correspondence school.

As you know the State Board of Ed. recently accepted the
administration's new definition of a correspondence school which
targets Family Partnership Charter School and reduces its financing by
20%. This new definition presents our school with another tremendous
financial hurdle. We are considering legal action since we believe that
the new definition flies in the face of the legislature's original
intention for correspondence schools. It would save FPCS many, many
thousands of dollars in legal expenses and also would save our families
more hardship if the legislature would address this issue. The money we
have had to spend and will spend in our battles with DoEED would be much

better spent for educating kids.

Thanks for considering this issue and for your steadfast support for
better education for Alaska's kids.

Lynn Aleshire
FPCS APC Member

2/19/2001 11:10 AN
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«
charter bill And Midnight Sun family learning Center

17 Feb 2001 22:48:51 EST
BrwnBare@aol.com
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@ legis.state.ak.us

&%Q%te; %rter bill And Midhight Sun family learming Centter
Fom

To whom it may concern
I write this Email as a MOM . I am not a business owner or a
professional
But I would like to say a few things on this subject
To Start with | have twosmall children enrolled in Midnight sun. 1 have
not had to experience a " real School "Nor do | ever want to !
Without our school though , My children Would be home Schooled Which 1 had

planned on doing to start with

We have a school that has the most loving and caring environment We are
a true family . And No Where else ( besides My Home ) Would my kids be safe

We have a Saying around our school " We have school full of Mom®s™
And That 1in itsself should be good enough to get HB 101 Passed

Please take a look at our State of the Charter and the results of past few
yrs to see how important Charter schools are 11111 We have accomplishedSo
much . I would also like to invite you to see our little school and how

much fun learning can be
I am very grateful that you want this bill to pass and you see how important

charter Schools are
Like I said I am just a MOM and a Parent volunteer

Thanks for all you Do for our Charter Schools

Sincerely,
Cyndi Brown

lofl 2/19/2001 10:40 AM
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Dallas Engineering, Inc.

475 Forest Hills Drive
Fairbanks. Alaska 99775

February 15,200J

Representative Dyson
Members of HESS (Senate / House)
Members of die Alaska Legislature
RE: Charter Schools HB 101
Senators and Representatives:

Please consider my views when Representative D%/_son’s and Senator Betiyc Davis’ bills oomg forward for
yum rule. lama’icdicii pvliviwiuuuigLua, liAtiug 10 Al&KA In1974 to Ktlp the University rf
Alaska begin its petroleum technology program, after 25 years of working as a petroleum engineer in
private industry in North Dakota and the Williston Basin. | maintaina small office in Fairbanks even
now, although | am 78 years old and generally travelling, writing a book and coaching math part-time in
public schools in Fairbanks and Anchorage.

I hope you will pass a bill tills session that changes tho file of charter schools in Alaska. The prerant law is
crippling them. It precludes many who are interested from considering proposing a ciuutei, *ud ii moate*
extreme stress for many charter schools presently operating in Alaska.. It has also caused the demise of at
least one and probably more of the charters that have closed their doors.

Current law is flawed in the following major ways:

#1. Authorization. Thereshould be a choice of authorizing a?encie_s. Requiring charter schools to
subject themselves only to the local school districts Is 6uiclde, 1t could be likened to requiring tho newly
freed slaves in 1865 to get thoir freedom passports from the Plantation Owners, anti to report to them for all
actions they took. There must be an Independent Board, representing the population of Alaska, who for a
decade have advocated for freedom and accountability in education. This is the most important change
you should make.

#2. Sunset. The sunset clause of 2005 should be lifted and there should be no sunset, or at the earliest,
2015. Contract should be for tenyears, not five.

Cliarter schools should be funded no lower than the average school in the area that they
serve. They should be given housing without cost, in addition to the per student funding. Without equal

fandine tliw nannot mmnrtfi - This wmilrl tfival fhr. ntavinp fiolfl
VIImy VICDUV IVWUULE TIIVUI WJQUKT I miud” SIVilt UVtwvty A UM

opportunity Lohelp you gel sucha bill passed In 2001.

Best wishes,

Dl\o/!s D. Dallaé, P.E.

475 Forest Hills Drive

Fairbanks. AK 99773 _

Email: Doisdd@aol.com or dotticcfd@aol.oom
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February 16, 2001
Dear Legislators,

HB 101 is a well-written bill. Please give it your full
support to pass it this year. Itis overdue and will be a
welcome step of relief in the right direction.

There are three major concerns with the current
legislation: funding for many "“city" charters is half and

In some cases, less, than other "city" schools that you
fund. This is because in part the description written into
school funding formulas, which you can correct. Itis

also because "city" schools get local taxes, and in
Anchorage, none of that is passed on to the charters. Most
importantly, "city" and "rural" schools get facilities, in
many cases worth millions of dollars.

lam with the Village Charter School, having participated
since its design and currently serving as a K-3 teacher and
APC (governing committee) member.  We receive
approximately $3,850 per child, and from that, pay space /
facility. We have a terrible time working v/ith a landlord
with that budget and limp from year to year. Our fear now
Is that the economy is getting better, which means our
landlord can find much more attractive tenants than us.

The sunet should be lifted and the length of a contract 10
years with 5year renewable so that landlord negotiations
are improved.

Lastly, we struggle almost daily with school district
oversight challenges. |have spoken with School Board
Members and ASD executives, but it is as much that we can't
fit their "round holes" because we are a tiny, square peg.

An InJependent Board, such as Arizona has, would be idea.
Please take the time to visit their Independent Board’s
office and a dozen of their charters if you get the chance.

| visited 30 of their schools and believe that model is the
best in the US.

Best wishes, and I'l help you however Ican.

Linda Sharp

2710 West 34 Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99517
Tel. 245-5501

Email:  Isharp@ alaska.net
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Subject: H.B. 101 - HESS/Charter Schools
Date: Sun, 18 Feb 2001 17:49:55 -0900
From: "thomasalaska" <thomasalaska@gci.net>
To: "Representative Fred Dyson" <Representative_Fred _Dyson@ Legis.state. AK.US>
CC: "Linda Sharp" < 4iarp@alaska.net>
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Subject; HBI01
Date: Wed, 07 Feb 2001 15:57:38 -0900
From: "Lynn Aleshire" <lynn.aleshire@acsalaska.net>
To: Representative_Fred Dyson@ legis.state.ak.us

Rep. Dyson,

I just read through your HB 101 and am very pleased with the changes you
propose to charter school law. 0f course, since we always want a little
bit more 1°d like to ask if you would consider amending it to address
the new definition of a correspondence school.

As you know the State Board of Ed. recently accepted the
administration®s new definition of a correspondence school which
targets Family Partnership Charter School and reduces its financing by
20%. This new definition presents our school with another tremendous
financial hurdle. We are considering legal action since we believe that
the new definition flies in the face of the legislature®s original
intention for correspondence schools. It would save FPCS many, many
thousands of dollars in legal expenses and also would save our families
more hardship if the legislature would address this 1issue. The money we
have 1™d to spend and will spend in our battles with DoEED would be much

bette” spent for educating kids.

Thanks for considering this issue and for your steadfast support for
better education for Alaska®"s Kkids.

Lynn Aleshire
FPCS APC Member
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SL%S% ggqgr Fe|o| M %Ijig g[h%P family learning Center
To: % | Dyson@legis state.ak us

To whom it may concern
I write this Email as a MOM . I am not a business owner or a
professional
But | would like to say a few things on this subject

To Start with 1 have two small children enrolled in Midnight sun. Ihave
not had to experience a " real School 1INor do I ever want to !

Without our school though , My children Would be home Schooled Which 1 had
planned on doing to start with

We have a school that has the most loving and caring environment We
a true family . And No Where else ( besides My Home ) Would my kids be safe
We have a Saying around our school " We have school full of Mom®s"”
And That in itsself should be good enough to get HB 101 Passed
Please take a look at our State of the Charter and the results of past
yrs to see how important Charter schools are 11111 We have accomplished So
much . I would also like to invite youto see our little school and how

much fun learning can be
I am very grateful that you "./ant this bill to pass and you see how important
charter Schools are

Like I said I am just a MOM and a Parent volunteer
Thanks for all you Do for our Charter Schools
Sincerely,

Cyndi Brown
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AURORABO miLIS CHARTER SCHOOL

11247 Frontage Road Sie. A
Kenai, Alaska 99611
(907) 283-0292

Feonery 22,2001

To: Rep. AedDysou, Grarandenbers of te House HESS Gmittee
Slbjeot Syport of HB 101 regprainy Cherter Schools
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February 1Sf 2001

Representative Fred Dyson
Alaska State Capitol, Room 104
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Re: HB 101 (Charter Schools)

Dear Representative Dyson:

| write this letter in strong support of your HB 101, in which
you propose changes to the current statutes governing charter

schools. | have been associated with Aquarian Charter School
(Anchorage) since its beginning four years ago, as bhoth a parent
and chair of the school's Academic Policy Committee. When the

charter school laws were passed in 1995, they were a "first stab"
at a new situation. We now have four years under our belts. Your

proposed legislation corrects many of the shortcomings of the
original law.

For the sake of brevity I will not write about each of your
proposed changes, except to say that Xagree with them and with the
reasons provided in your accompanying Sponsor Statement. | do,

however, want to comment on your proposed Section 6, which amends
A.S. 14.17.905.

First, your change to A,S. 14.17.905(b)(2), in which you
propose to modify the funding base to be triggered by 100 students
ADM, rather than 200 students, is absolutely crucial. Whether 100,

200 or some other number, | presume we can all agree that these
figures are somewhat arbitrary. By definition charter schools are
most likely going to be small. What is unique and innovative at
the 100 student level, however, becomes surprisingly less
innovative at 200+ students. | speak from experience: at Aquarian
we went from 120 students .to 220 students, and | firmly believe

that we lost a lot of our ability to be innovative and flexible by
doubling.
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Rep. Fred Dyson
February 16, 2001
Page 2

Also, attracting 200 students to a new and/or already
underfunded school can be amazingly difficult. Walden Pond Charter
School was forced to close its doors this year for exactly that
reason, even though the students, parents, teachers, and the
Anchorage School District were all in agreement that Walden Pond
filled a much-needed niche. | do not think it's an overstatement
to say that Walden Pond folded because 200 students, rather than
100, was the statutorily-imposed "magic number” required to receive
full state funding (Walden Pond had approximately 130 students).

In short, something as simple as lowering the statutory number
to 100 students ADM would give both existing and future charter
schools a greater chance of succeeding than anyone who has not
witnessed this problem firsthand might imagine. Your proposed bill
is thus just right in this respect.

My second and last comment is also directed at another portion
of your proposed Section 6 (subparagraph 3), but here | recommend
that the Legislature not just add your proposed language regarding
"correspondence school"™ funding, but that the Legislature also
define what it means by these two words. Your proposed change to
A.S. 14.17.905(b)(3) ties funding at the 100% level to a charter
school "not (being] operated as a correspondence school.” This in
turn ties into the funding formula found at A.S. 14.17.430.

Please know, however, that these two clauses are ambiguous,
and that this ambiguity has already been the subject of litigation
between the DOE and Family Partnership Charter School ("FPCS"), a
home school charter school in Anchorage. | know this because | was
the lawyer who represented FPCS. During the litigation the DOE
stated that A.S. 14.03.905(b)(3) and 14.17.430 were ambiguous, in
that neither of these statutes define what <constitutes a

"correspondence school." The hearing officer held that although
via subsequent regulations the DOE tried to define "correspondence
school,” the DOE was unable to do so. In a nutshell, everyone

involved seemed to agree that this was a job for the Legislature.

The DOE also acknowledged that 1) a correspondence school is
typically a "distance delivery" model (such as the State-run
Alyeska correspondence school, where students rarely or never meet
their teachers, and lessons are mailed out and then mailed back for
grading), 2) FPCS was quite different, i.e., a "home school" that
had direct, personal and ongoing contact with teachers, in close
"partnership" with each student's parents, and (3) the Anchorage
School District--which worked most closely with FPCS--d.id not

consider FPCS to be a "correspondence school,” and ASD expressly
disagreed with DOE's attempt to classify FPCS as a correspondence
school. But because the Legislature did not define what it meant

by "correspondence school,” the DOE attempted to fund FPCS at only

{f101)3
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80%. Although the DOE eventually conceded that FPCS should be
funded at 100% for this year, 1 anticipate that to save money the
DOE will at some point in the future again try to classify FPCS as
a "correspondence school."

.l thus urge the Legislature to eliminate this ambiguity by now
defining "correspondence school.” This could be done very easily,
by simply adding the following underlined words to your proposed
AS. 14.03.905(b):

. and (3) the charter school is not operated as a
distance delivery correspondence school.

W hile FPCS ie in no way any type of a coi'respondence school--
"distance delivery" or otherwise--adding these two words would be
the simplest way to clarify this ambiguity.

Thank you, Representative Dyson, for sponsoring this bill, and
to all Representatives and Senators who ultimately support it.
Please call if you have questions.

Sincerely,

BIRCH, HORTON, BITTNER and CHEROT
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20 Feb 2001

Alaska State Legislature

Vic Knhring, Chair of HESS
Alaska State Capita], Room #104
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

SUBJECT:
Dear Alaska State Legislature,

It is my intent that this letter supdports die passage and immediate implementation of HB101 and HB89. As
a parent of a student at The Academy Charter School, I am convinced that charter schools arc critical to the
development of education in our community. Charter schools provide diversity, relief from the ratense
overcrowding problems currently experienced in the Mat-Su, and even more, they provide an environment
for children to develop an appreciation for learning and growing as human beings. Remarkably, The
Academy Charter School requires no food service, no bus service, and has received very little support from
the district in even providing sewer and water. Yet as cost effective as this has been for the district, our
disappkoigltment as we are continuously shorted in both funding and services by the school district, had been
remarkable.

Legislative support in the form of a House Bill that provides more support for the charter schools would
provide stability and allow for better planning. It would encourage the educators and staff of these schools
to continue their efforts and pursue opportunities for our charter schools to improve educational
opportunities for our children. 1believe this is the goal we would all like to achieve.

I would like to voice my unequivocal support, and even gratitude, for your efforts to improve opportunities
for charter schools in Alaska. 1 assure you that based upon my experience with That Academy Charter
School, your efforts are not wasted. In fad, as | mentioned above, you could not do better than invest in
this type of educational resource. The return in learning po-dollar spent is simply remarkable. Thank you
for taking the time to read my letter.

Sincerely,

Marc H. Peterson

Sr. Project Manager

USARAK Hazardous Waste Management Contract
(Parent of a charter school student)

Food Service « Janitorial Service « General Contracting « Environmental Service
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Kenai Peninsula Borough School District
Homer Charter School

Academic Policy Committee
P.O. Box 474  Homer, AK. 99603  (907) 235-9728

February 20,2001

P.e: HB 101 Charter School Bill

Tho Academic Policy Committee, APC supports HB 101, except for the following
considerations.

The Homer Charter School is in its fourth year of operation.

The APC feels the cap on Charier Schools should be kept lo 30 until financial concerns of
existing schools are addressed properly. The Federal grants for ‘planning and
implementation’ have been adequate for getting the programs off and running. What is
lacking is the operating revenue to keep up with rising salary cost9. The State of Alaska
should recognize each Charter School as a separate school, no matter what size. Funding
needs to be allocated to School District’s according to the State’s formula for each
Charter School no matter what size.

D% nolt increase the number of Charter Schools until each is funded as a separate
school.

Garry Belley Aoadcmic Policy Member

/



Representative Fred D yson

Alaska State Legislature M emorandum

« Interim (May-Dec.| -
10928 Eagle River Rd.. Suite HO
Eagle River. Alaska 99577

w i907j 09--0083
tAX (907) 694-1015 FQbruary 12,2m1

« Session (lan -May) -
Alaska State Capitol
luneau. Alaska 99801-1182
»(907) 465-2199

FAX (907) 465-4587 TO Rarﬂy

Toll free (800) 342-2199

Fom  HedDyson !
State Representati

RE Request for consiceration of HB 101 Charter schools

| respectfully request that you consider HB 101, An Act Relating to
Cmrtpg(r:ﬁsghgolgq at your e%rliest convenience.L &

Assuming your schedule permits, Tuescay, February 20 will be fire.

Thank you.

* E-mail -
Representative_rred_Dyson
CTlLegis state ak us

- Internet -
http //www akrepublicans org



Bite Referred to Committee: February 12,2001 FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance

Date of Committee Action:
The HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 101
HOUSE BULL NO. 101 CHARTER SCHOOLS

"An Act relating to charter schools; and providing for an effective date."

Recommends it be replaced with CS L s [ JSame Title [ ] New Title
For Senate Bills with new title: ( J Technical Title [ ] New Title: HCR_

[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral to Committee
[ ] Letterof Intent Committee

NEW FISCAL NOTES PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTES

Abbrev. *For Chief Clerk’s Office Use Only List by Dept(s): FH Fiscal  Indet. Zero
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COMMITTEE:HOUSE HEALTH, SUBJECT.HB HB 101-CHARTER SCHOOLS

EDUCATION & SOCIAL
SERVICES

DATE: February 22, 2001

PLEASE SIGN IN

PLEASE PRINT: ADDRESS REPRESENTING DO YOU
PIIONE
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d/\e! A z/5/3



