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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

HCS CSSCR 28(FIN)

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected:
Title "Establishing the Joint Legislative 'BRU Legislative Council
Salmon Industry Task Force." Component Council and Subcommittees

Sponsor Senators Austerman, Lincoln. Taylor... N]
i 0] | (X] el |t 783

Requester House Finance
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dallars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services 88.5

Travel 93.0

Contractual 276.0

Supplies 0.5

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 458.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | | |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF 458.0
1005 GF/Piogram Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 458.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost: 22.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2003 budget proposal:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time 2
Temporary
A separ age i nec ssar
HCS €35 5|s e ot L at|ve Salm? Jﬂ ustry Task Force to ess th 5
elernents 0 Aas mo Indu CFISI can be.S0 e OV rnmen EO I)(%g}lon
e|n US'[ and. {0 develo mon In sact|

mmmmt
tese onomic utur% t 1S compo mem o enat
me erso 0L Q0 Spie ||cn}ern Wi 3 ved| ecm rC|a mon in usft(;y
in edﬂom yb residing Officers prt eglsl e, e task orcesq_ lrf staff, contract
ega and economic SETvices and prepare A present a report to the Legisiature' by January 31,

)

Prepared by:  Karla Schofield, Deputy Director Phone
Division Administrative Services Date/Time 4/16/02 2:10 PM

Approved by: Pamela Varni. Executive Director Date 4/16/02

Agency Legislative Affairs Agency
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CS CSSCR 28(FIN)

2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION
FY02,.250will be Cpeeded t?(lcover travel co &}]s Lor Task Force Members to attend one organizational
meetrng in Juneau and one working meeting in Anchorage.
Personal Services
inni the Task Force wil he staffed by a J0month R Iglative Assistant at a
Be& %%Fgr%i 5month Range 1oSecretary a¥a cost 0 ?ormlotgg ij%
Travel

e task force will hold 7met srnFY03 Six meetrn Wi ber Anchora eand ne eIrng wil be
Uneau. (?r trbe 0 esoc Iatrg%l essary fra ef ErEex Ve'mem r
&ssume ?r% %horae an ot %o as eare romo q?ﬁa rés

% r%r%\rr eé L@tsetgr}leéc n are es Eﬁ}t 202 | erstrtrnes ee mEnesS ora gs of
mrate Mr raem 1iNgs ubrc [Por eners i A’é

74Juneau er liem rate Tot drem %14 Us to rave $416 a ot ost o

Contractual

The Task for%e Wil contract for Iegal SErvices, econ ,)'8"3 Services, research services and other consulting
ervices fhe Task F orcg conside rTces?
E rng @grepor -$10

S

Arrvertrs gor meeting not |c%s
eleconterencing services and printing services will be absorbed within existing budgets.
Supplies

Supplies for the Task Force -$5
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. FISCAL NOTE .

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note NUmber; 1
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSSCR 28(RES)
(S) Publish Date: 3/4/02

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected:
Title "Establishing the Joint Legislative BRU Legislative Council
Salmon Industry Task Force." Component Council and Subcommittees

Sponsor Senator Austerman

Requester Senate Finance Component No. 783
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services 88.5
Travel 110.0
Contractual 276.0
Supplies 0.5
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 475.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF 475.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 475.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost: 25.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2003 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

&%LCF? i%Rﬁ%aCh“b hies e 5|egei§ry|slat|ve Salmon Industry Task For e address those elements

on | dust crisis that can be sojved thr 0 ernmenta ac |o
~term vision for tﬁe Alaska salmon | th]styg cr|t|ca ement

the Inolust ve
t eStates ece?omlc #)re T tas 0rce IS COITW 3 %f fwo memogrs of t ate, twomem ers

0f the ose and. nine pyplic me erswh are Iny e commercial salmon in ust appainted
{omt ePresldm I0ers eLeg|s Ure. ﬁe tasﬁ orce %Bnh Hre staff, contract %r rp gearc
e Legislature by January 31,

€0a and economlcs [VICES ana prepare an present a report to t

Phone
Date/Time 3/4/02 8:27 AM

Date 3/4/02

Prepared by: Karla Schofield, Deputy Director
Division Administrative Services

Approved by: Pamela Varni, Executive Director
Agency Legislative Affairs Agency
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FISCAL NOTE 0

STATE OF ALASKA BILLNO. CSSCR 28(RES) #1
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION
In FYO2, S2o0wil he needed to cover travel costs !]or Task Force Members to attend one organizational
megting in Juneau and one working meeting in Anchorage.

Personal Servrces

Beginnin the Task Force will be staffedb a 10mo hRan Leg Iatre Assistant at a
cosq ? 3 and a 5rnonth Range ]58ecretarya a cost op 252 ora otalgo

Travel

The task force will ho|d7meetrqgs in FYO3 Six meetrn s will be rr&Anchora%e and one meetinc

Juneau, Fort rbe urI%oXes Of calCulating P £s5a 8 ? Der ﬁm expe 1Le trver?
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Efnl%sOSﬂjJeuneau per diem rate = Tota ne drem S&O rﬁus travel O a fotal cost 0

Contractual
The Task forgre Wil contract for Iegal SEIViCes, %mrc services, research services and other consuiting
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SENATORALAN AUSTERMAN Alaska State Legislature
fotcrim-WI Ml Bay Roadl Kodiuk ALk 99615 (907)-286-3872 * Jmtolt Siaie & itoUuwe, AlecU 901 (907)«5-2¢7

SPONSOR STATEMENT - SCR 28

“A resolution establishing the Joint Legislative Salmon Industry Task Force”

Alaska’s salmon industry has recently met with hard times due to a number of factors,
from sharp increases in farmed salmon production to the strong U.S. dollar. The
downturn in salmon prices is having direct negative impacts on our working families and
out communities and is causing hardship throughout our state economy. State
government revenues derived from taxation on the industry arc also declining as a result,
meaning fewer resources are available to fund state government. As leaders of this state,
it is incumbent on hoth houses of the legislature to address this situation with the utmost

urgency.

To thatend, SCR 28 creates a Joint Legislative Salmon Industry Task Force to address
those elements of the crisis that can be solved through govemmentrl policy. After
examining the numerous factors affecting various sectors of the industry, the task force
will recommend specific means by which state government can assist the industry in the
most efficient and effective ways possible. Furthermore, it will address those elements of
the crisis that can best be solved through action in the private sector.

The Task Force will be composed of:
«  Two members of the Senate
« Two members of the House of Representati ves
« Nine members of the public who are involved in the
commercial salmon industry
« A chairman and vice-chairman shall be appointed jointly by the Senate
President and Speaker of the House.

The Task Force will submit a report of its findings to the legislature, including a long-
term vision for the Alaska salmon industry, by January 31,2003, and will be terminated
on March 1,2003.

Previous salmon summits organized in recent years have produced valuable suggestions,
yet Alaska still lacks effective leadership for its salmon industry. This resolution is a
major step the Legislature can take towards providing that leadership.

_ DISTRICTC
Kodiak Archipelago * Southeast Islands
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Representative Bill Williams
Representative Eldon Mulder
Co Chairs

Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Co-Chairs,
Re: CS SCR 28 Joint Legislative Salmon Industry Task Force

United Fishermen of Alaska strongly supports passage of this resolution as written. It is
important that participants in the salmon industry have a lead role in developing

solutions.

The salmon industry is facing a host of challenges and it is vitally important to the
economy of Alaska that we get into the proactive mode of dealing with these challenges.
The recent Senator Stevens- Governor Knowles Salmon Summit reached quick consensus
that this task force is the vehicle ‘o address the challenges faxing the salmon industry and
Alaska communities. The challenges facing Alaska’s are complex and it will take a
concerted effort to identify and remove the obstacles hindering the economic viability of

our coastal and river communities.

The twenty-nine members groups of UFA would appreciate your support in passing this
resolution.

Ifyou have any questions about our position or if you need additional information, please
feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Thomas M. Gemmell
Executive Director
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United Southeast Alaska Gillnetters
PC Box 22427
Juneau, Alaska 99802

(907) 586-5860

E-mail: usag@ gci.net
April 10, 2002

Representative Bill Williams
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Williams:

The United Southeast Alaska Gillnetters (USAG) urge your support of CSSCR, the Joint
Legislative Industry Salmon Task Force, “AS WRTTTLN."

We realize there is considerable interest by others involved in the fishing industry,
besides the fishermen, to amend the make-up ofthe task force as presented in the hill.
We know that you, as a representative of southeast Alaska, know how important it is to
have the fishermen fully represented on any body which will impact their livelihood and

that of your other constituents.

We fishermen will continue to work to protect our interests and those of Our southeast
Alaska neighbors through active participation in all activities that impact the commercial
fishing industry and the communities where we all live and do business. Knowing you
are in the Legislature to assist us as your constituents to meet these responsibilities
strengthens our resolve.

Sincerely,

Executive Director, USAG
Writing for the Board


mailto:usag@gci.net

[Fwd: SJIR28]

Subject: [Fwd: SJR 28]
Date: Mon, 15 Apr 2002 12:48:49 -0800
From: Representative Bill Williams <Represenlative_Bill_Williams@legis,state.ak.us>

Organization: Alaska State Legislature
To: Randall Rauro <Randall_Rauro@legis.state.ak.us>

Subject: SJR 28
Date: Mon, 15 Apr 2002 08:34:21 -0800

From: stardustl@gci.net
To: Representative Bill Williams <Representative_Bill_Williams@ legis.state.ak.us>.

Representative Eldon Mulder <Representativc_Eldon_Mulder@legis.state.ak.us>,
Representative Con Bunde <Representative_Con_Bunde@ legis.state.ak.us>
CC: Senator Alan Austerman <Senator Alan_Austerman@ legis.siate.ak.us>

April 15, 2002

Representative B ill W illiams, Co-Chair
Representative Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representatives Wiilliams & Mulder:

The Alaska Trollers Association (ATA) supports the task force process
laid out in SJR 28. SJR 28 does a good job of lining out the problems
confronting the Alaska salmon industry. It is timely that the State

in to find ways to assist its primary industry. Further, we
and objectives of the task force are

conceptsrecentlydiscussed at

step
believe that both the structure

appropriate and complement many of the
the Stevens-Knowles Alaska Fish Summit.

W hile the goals of the task force are in line with the problem at hand,
it seems like an overly large task to adequately perform in the allotted
time. Certainly work could begin on nearly all of the areas identified,
but ATA is hopeful that the group w ill be given the latitude to narrow
its work scope in the near term. Tasks thatwould address some of our

members immediate concerns include:

e Identify short-term relief options for fishermen, processors and
communities to assist on such things as boat and permit loans and any
structural improvements that w ill be necessary to meet new mandates,
quality programs, and/or shift of production into other product forms.

the affected public the appropriate agencies and programs

e Identify for
challenges.

available to assist them with their business

e Investigate market options and help secure marketing money for groups,

processors and independent marketers.

e Identify new technology and the availability of grant money to develop

and market value-added products.

e Seek potentials for expanding the use of salmon in federal food

programs in 2002 and beyond.
e Research the methods and means to address problems with infrastructure

and timely distribution of product.

+1/15/2002 12:57 PM
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e Research vertical cooperation programs in an effort to help harvesters

and processors find and understand other successful models of
cooperation in the food industry.

- Develop coordinated package of recommendations federal, otate and

local governments to consider that would help address the issues

identified by the Task Force.

ATA is hopeful that this Task Force w ill have the committed support of
the salmon industry and all forms of government. As the state's number
one employer, with a high-level dependence CC those living in rural
communities, it is important that this i dus”™ry provide as many jobs as
possible for Alaska residents. It is imperative that the Alaska salmon
industry makes corrections now to react positively to changed

circum stances, and help ensure a vibrant industry for current and future
participants. We believe that the Task Force w ill be able to find
creative means to do just that, if given a clear set of goals and
objectives, and the resources and encouragement necessary to do the job.

We urge your support of SJR 28.

Respectfully,

Dale Kelley
Executive Director

+1/15/2002 12:57 PM



Alaska State Legislature

Please enterinto the record my testimony to the House Finance _
committee name

Committee on SCR 28/jointlegis salmonindustry task force Date, April 11,2002
bill #/ subject

| would like to ?0 on record as being opPosED t0 scr 28, Which appears to cive pusLIC money in support
of @ PRIVATE Tndustry.

This gnyate industry may need to,ﬁet bftter organized, deveIoPI,new markets, and deal with 0produ,ct quality
cHntr J ISSUE, ﬁob tger cornpete d oric markets. However this |sth%|r [0 IEEEEnWts methmg thﬁt .
shoulg use our |m|t?, public tax dollars. They are alrea x etting the fish for FREE! Why are we ndt charging
a royalty for our public resources? This looks'like a one Way street to me!

Since the mid 1970's the Legislature has pumped hundreds of millions Into the fishing indystry, through,. .
hatcheries, marke_t?n%, en,forngmenL ané rpese rcﬂ. Now that we are facingaleuogxn doﬁar udget%eﬂut,

how can you continug tojustify making these expenditures?

Throu hiutAlaska, voters whom the Legis|ature is empowered to represent, are bemg,told

state parks, Ia}/og of trooRerg, sn(?wBlowdnvers, educ tBrs, health. inspectors, etc., while fug n? foLthe
grole ts are stlll being considered. Do we r a“lg have a uﬁget deficit or not? " irwe have a defict, t egl ,
Ie"you continuing to"cive AwAy our tax dolldrs, with no hdpe of reasonable return to the majority of Alaska's

taxpayers?

n my opinion scr 2s s nothing more than another "give a way" program designed to further deplete the
!)u et'?_esen/e accoéint, ancp a}rlme exam afeo nongessennf;ﬂy gve ment s gngm No Afaskgn VOTER w!"

ever seriously consiger new taxes until all public funds given to %rlvate businesses, %dividuals, and special
Interest groups has been completely eliminated.

Our public money would be better spent funding essential government services such as education, roads,
public health &safety.

Please vote DO NOT PASS on SCR 28.

ahout closin% of

Thank you.

Signed: Mike McBride
Testifier
Sslf

Representing (opfional)

POBox6: Kenai, Alaska: 99611
Address
m im
Phone number

10 d SEOE £02 £06 'QH X0d OH IUNeVIVO t3:11 OHL 2002-11-"0



AMENDMENT \

OFFERED IN HOUSE FINANCE REPRESENTATIVE DAVIES
TO: House CS for CS for SCR 28(FIN)

Page 3, line 25
Add anew section to read
(3) at least one of the four legislative members shall be
appointed from the minority,
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HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 28(FIN)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

%)onsorg\)/: SENATORS AUSTERMAN, Lincoln, Taylor, Halford, Stevens, Leman, Ellis, Elton, Cowdcry,
onley, Ward, Kelly, Tlicrrinult, Olson, Torgcrson

REPRESENTATIVES Kerttula, Wilson, Stevens

A RESOLUTION

Establishing the Joint Legislative Salmon Industry Task Force.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the salmon industry is one of the cornerstones of the Alaska economy,
supporting tens of thousands of jobs, and salmon is one of our most valuable foreign export

commodities; and

WHEREAS the global salmon market has changed considerably in recent years,
placing the Alaska salmon industry in economic peril and threatening not only the main
engine of the rural economy of the state but also a significant contributor to urban economies;
and

WHEREAS imports of farmed salmon from nations with a significantly cheaper labor
market are causing harmful revenue losses to the state's general fund and to municipal

budgets; and
WHEREAS current inventories of canned Alaska salmon are expected to remain full

well beyond the upcoming salmon season, and a large portion of the fleet-wide production is

into cans; and

1- HCS CSSCR 28{FIN)
Now Text Underlined (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED1



BEBNBDBRERSR I 52 OB RBREE B © o —yo o oo~

® o«

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 22-1 S1572\P

WHEREAS hundreds of harvesters are in danger of actually being without markets
and being forced into bankruptcy this year; and

WHEREAS numerous salmon processing facilities have recently ceased operations or
plan to do so hefore the 2002 salmon fishing season due to market factors and difficulty in
obtaining operating loans; and

WHEREAS Alaska wild salmon is a renewable resource that is becoming
increasingly unique in the global market and can provide immeasurable economic benefit to
this state into perpetuity;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature establishes the Joint Legislative
Salmon Industry Task Force to address those elements of the crisis in the Alaska salmon
industry that can be solved through governmental policy; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall also address those elements of the
crisis in the Alaska salmon industry that can be solved through action on the part of the
industry; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall develop a long-term vision for the
Alaska salmon industry as a critical element of the state's economic future; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the duties of the task force include

(1) recommending specific means by which state government can assist one of
the state's most important industries to adapt to changing economics in the most efficient and

effective way possible;
(2) recommending public policy options that account for effects on the dozens

of communities that are severely affected by the crisis in the Alaska salmon industry;

(3) finding areas of potential improvement to the seafood transportation
infrastructure in the state;

(4) recommending improvements for the coordination of the harvesting,
processing, and marketing of wild Alaska salmon;

(5) encouraging the development of new product forms for salmon;

(6) investigating the feasibility of regional and statewide cooperatives for
fishing, marketing, and transportation for Alaska wild salmon and salmon products;

(7) recommending improvements to the marketing efforts of the Alaska

industry and ensuring the distinction of Alaska salmon products from farmed salmon;

CSSCR 28(1-IN) 2-
Urw Text Under linfti (QELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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(S) researching methods to improve the quality of Alaska salmon products;

(9) encouraging Alaska salmon hatcheries to tailor their programs to market
dynamics and to provide the maximum possible percentage of their production to common
property fisheries;

(10) contracting and cooperating with appropriate private and public agencies
in order to provide sound economic, social, and environmental data to the decision-making

process;
(11) contracting for research, consultants, and staff, as the task force considers

necessary;
(12) recommending ways to ensure that the benefit provided to the state as a
result of research efforts is commensurate with the funding for that research;
(13) reviewing findings of previous salmon summits and incorporating useful

information in its report; and
(14) exploring the potential of regional solutions and not just statewide results;

and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the task force are to conduct their
business with a statewide vision of the crisis in the Alaska salmon industryand theneed to
find solutions to the crisis; and be it ]

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall be composed of”rn embers, as
follows:

(1) two members from the senate appointed jointly by the president of the
senate and speaker of tin house of representatives;

(2) two members from the house of representatives appointed jointly by the
president of the senate and speaker of the house of representatives;

(3) Jivd public members who are involved in the commercial salmon industry
appointed jointly by the president of the seriate, the speaker of the house of representatives,
the two members of the senate appointed under (1) of this clause, and the two membersof the
house of representatives appointed under (2) of this clause; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the task force shall be appointed to
represent the statewide salmon industry as a whole and not just a particular region or
harvesting sector of the industry; and be it

3- HCS CSSCR 28(I-'IN)
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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FURTHER RESOLVED that the president of the senate and the speaker of the house
of representatives shall jointly appoint the chair and vice-chair of the task force; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force members are entitled to per diem and
travel expenses; and be il

FURTHER RESOLVED the task force shall schedule meetings to account for
commercial Fishing seasons and openings so that no member of the task force must forego
economic opportunity in order to participate in the task force; and be il

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall submit a report of its findings and
proposed industry and legislative changes to the legislature by January 31, 2003, and may
make any interin reports it considers advisable; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force is terminated at 11:59 p.m. on March 1,

2003.
COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the

Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S.
Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.

lies CSSCR 28(FIN) —el-
[Jew Text Under lined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED)
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April 15,2002

Subject: Testimony on CS SCR 28 “Salmon Task Force”
House Finance  1:30p.m.

This is Paul Shadura in Kenai representing KPFA.

Chairman Williams. Chairman Mulder... Members of the House Committee on Finance,
the Kenai Peninsula Fishermen’s Association, a Cook Inlet group representing set-net
fishing families, would like to express their whole hearted support for SCR 28.

The task force is an excellent attempt by Senator Austemian and you the legislature in
facilitating solutions for the Alaska fishing communities.

At the salmon summit in Kodiak, discussion moved toward the next step in the re-
vitalization process. Many felt that the discussions should continue and that time was of
the essence. Many representatives expressed the problems that they had determined
needed to be addressed. The debate of whether there should be “regional” task forces or a
“statewide” task force seemed to end up even. A compromise that seemed apparent is that
serious discussion needed to be administered simultaneously.

With financial considerations, the statewide concept should be the catalyst for regional
task forces. This committee must be comprised of diverse representation. All Alaskan
fishing communities must have identification within this task force.

We must be able to develop a consensus of major improvements that will benefit every
fishing community and the people of Alaska. That is not to say that the hard decisions
that will change Alaskan lifestyles will not be a recommendation from this group.

It is my hope that this task force will design a framework and thus a long range salmon
fisheries plan that regions can develop on and establish economic and regulatory stability
for the future ofall residents of the state. The last statewide plan was developed for
Governor Hammond in approximately 1975. It is a comprehensive review for the
fisheries in the entire state. It established goals and objectives for fisheries resources and
concurrent users. Though not perfect, the design could be identified as the framework for

preliminary discussions.

It is imperative that all ideas, studies, facts and figures will be available to the committee.
Equally as important is that the administrative arm should establish full support in
supplying all it’s information gathering and expertise to facilitate the task force.

| urge you all to pass this legislation expediently.

Bank You Paul A. Shadura I sabaka@ ptialaska.net
P.O. Box 1632 fax 907-262-1064

Kenai, Alaska 990ll-1632 hm 907-262-177!
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My NAE is sue Aspelund. I'm the Executive Director of Cordova District Fishermen United,
and represent the hardworking family fishing fleets of the Copper River and Prince william

Sound.

That the salmon industry in Alaska needs to evaluate how we conduct our business in order to
successfully respond to the changing global marketplace is no surprise to anyone on This
Committee. SCR 28 provides us the opportunity to begin discussions on how we may structure
that evaluation. The role in and the importance of the seafood industry— particularly salmon-to
coastal communities and the State of Alaska is an important policy discussion to have. The
salmon industry has been a huge part of the history, culture, and economy of Alaska for well
over a century, and can continue to do so. As the largest private sector employer In Alaska,
obviously, the health of the seafood industry is critical to the economic health of our entire

State, but particularly to coastal Alaska.

We believe that representatives of the salmon industry— fishermen, tendermen, and
processors— must sit on the Task Force. Without the extensive and intimate involvement of the
industry at that level, constituent buy-in of the results is unlikely. Obviously, it will also be
critical to seek the knowledge and expertise of our resource managers, seafood marketers, i?£0n0rrusrts;
industry regulators, infrastructure representatives, local governments, ond so on. We believe
couldn't agrée more with the comment of NorQuest President Terry Gardiner's in his paper
entitled'Alaska Seafood Industry: Radical Surgery? or Slow Death?" | quote, *At this
juncture leaders are needed to step up representing the various segments of the Industry. A
forum needs to be established to have serious discussions and a goal established to deyelep a
broad-based consensus for change. Without a broad base of consensus, any plans for change
are dead on arrival." CDFU strongly believes that the Ausferman Task Force as it passed the
Senate is the forum described by Mr. Gardiner, and that consensus in the fishing industry will
only be realized when industry folks are significantly involved in identifying the problems and

developing the solutions,

Formalizing and supporting this Task Force is an appropriate role for Government to play given
the importance of our industry to the economies of dozens of coastal communities, to thousands

of small independent family fishing operations, to the seafood processors and Industry support
infrastructures, and to the tax base of the State.

We appreciate your support for SCR 28"\is-the;SelxrtepaS50©"sttr





