




o ffic ia l Business

Alaska State Senate
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

Mail S lop 3100 
State Capito l 

Juneau , A la ska 0980I-IIS3

M ay 4,2001

M E M O R A N D U M

TO : House Finance Comm ittee Members

FROM : Deb Davidson, Legis la tive A ide
Senator Dave Don ley

RE: CS SB 172 (Jud) Court System Annual Report

A t this m o rn ing ’ s hearing on CS SB 172 (Jud) a question was raised regard ing travel taken July 
29, 2000, by Stephanie Cole to the Conference o f State Court Adm in is tra to rs in Rapid C ity . 
Please be advised that the conference fee listed is incorrect. The conference fee was $450,00 and 
the total cost o f that trip was $1,838.38.

I apologize fo r the error.

cc: Alaska Court System
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F I S C A L  N O T E ).

STA TE O F  A LA SK A
2001 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

B ill V e rs io n : SB 172

Revision Date/Time (Nole if correction) __________________
Title An act relating to an annual report by the

(S ) P ub lis h D a te : 2. / * / o -
5-Apr-01 Dept Affected

court system
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Alaska Court System
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Senate Finance
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Note Amounts do nol include inflation un less otherwise noted below
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Contractual
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Division Alaska Court System  1 1 y >  j ' Dale/Time

Approved by.
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Stephanie J  Cole. Administrative Director / / / / Dale 4/5/01
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Alaska State Senate
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m it t e e

Mail S lo p 3 1 0 0  
S late C ap iio l 

Juneau. A la ska 99S 0 i-iiS 2

SPO N SO R  STA T EM EN T 
H O U SE C O M M IT T E E  SU B STITU TE FO R  SEN A TE B IL L  172 (JU D ICIA R Y )

“ A n A c t relating to an annual report by the court system to the pub lic and the leg is la tu re ”

The Court System has been vo lu n ta r ily p rov id ing annual reports on its adm in istra tion and 
activ ities since 1961. Th is report has been we ll received and in fo rm a tive , conta in ing useful data 
fo r both the public and leg is la ture to use in analyzing the effectiveness and e ffic iency o f the 
court system.

HCS CS SB 172(Jud) insures the fu tu re publication o f th is document by s ta tu to rily requ iring the 
Court System to continue produc ing and d is tribu ting the report on an annual basis. The 
leg isla tion is drafted to m a in ta in the com p ila tion o f in fo rm a tion cu rren tly contained in the report 
such as the pro file o f the cou rt system and its justices, summaries o f the system ’s adm in is tra tion , 
fac ilities , programs and personnel, and statistical summaries on the filin g s , dispositions and 
pending caseloads o f the d iffe ren t court levels.

A dd itiona lly , this leg is la tion requires the court system to inc lude time periods between the in it ia l 
receipt and fina l disposition o f the cases and between the fin a l arguments and fina l d isposition o f 
cases fo r the d iffe rent classes o f courts and specific judges. I t also requires the inc lus ion o f 
in fo rm ation on judges and jus tices who have had their pay w ithhe ld fo r fa ilu re to com p ly w ith 
AS 22.05.140(b), 22.07.090(b), 22.10.190(b) o r 22.15.220(c), a ll o f which pertain to disposing o f 
cases w ith in a 6 -month tim eframe. F in a lly , it requires that trave l o f Supreme Court justices, 
appellate court judges and d is tr ic t court magistrates be included in the report. Th is wou ld 
provide all relevant in fo rm a tio n in one central publication .

This additional in fo rm ation is useful to the legislature and the pub lic in analyzing the 
effectiveness and e ffic ie n cy o f the court system in general as w e ll as ind iv idua l judges and 
justices. The data on in d iv id ua l judges is norm a lly available on ly fo r those ind iv idua ls up fo r 
retention elections. In c lu d in g this in fo rm a tion in the annual report provides a more cunrent and 
accessible source fo r rev iew .

B y placing the requirement fo r an annual report in statute, the state avoids the poss ib ility o f it 
being elim inated fo r any reason. D iffe r in g po litics , philosophies, revenues and numerous other 
factors can always affect an agency’s decision on what type o f in fo rm a tion to provide. House 
Comm ittee Substitute fo r Senate B i l l 172 (Jud) secures this repo rt’s continuation and insures the 
public retains a consistent source o f the valuable in fo rm ation .

Offic ia l Business

DDdld 4/24/01



Supreme Court Justices

Collateral references. — Validity and application 
of statute regarding prohibition of judge from practic­
ing law. 17 ALR4th 829.
, Sec. 22.05.140. C om pensa tio n , (a) Except as provided in (d) o f this section, the 
month ly base sa la ry  o f the chief justice is $9,203 and fo r each other justice, the m onth ly 
base sa la ry  is $9,159.
: (b) A sa la ry  w arran t m ay not be issued to a justice o f the supreme court un til the 

justice has filed with the state officer designated to issue sa la ry  w arrants an affidavit tha t 
no m atter re fe rred  to the justice for opinion o r decision has been uncompleted o r 
undecided by the justice fo r a period o f more than six months.
• (c) In  addition to the monthly salary, each justice is entitled to receive a geographic 
cost-of-living adjustment under AS 22.35.010, based on the location o f the prim ary office 
assignment. Retirem ent contributions and benefits sha ll be computed only ou the 
m onth ly base sa la ry  not including the geographic cost-of-living adjustment.
■' (d ) Beginning January  1 ,1 9 91 , i f  the monthly basic sa la ry  fo r Step E , Range 28, o f  the 
sa la ry  schedule set rue in AS 39.27.011 increases, the m onth ly base sa la ry  o f the ch ie f 
justice and the other justices sha ll increase by the same percentage. The increase takes 
effect when the sa la ry  increase under AS 39.27.011 takes effect and may be retroactive i f  
consistent w ith the change in AS 39.27.011. The commissioner o f adm inistration sha ll, by 
regulation, establish the percentage at which the sa la ry  is increased and the increased 
sa la ry  amount. (§ 14 ch 50 SLA  1959; am § 4 ch 115 SLA  1965; am § 2 ch 83 SLA 1967; 
am § 1 ch 101 SLA  1969; am  § 1 ch 193 SLA 1970; am § 1 ch 34 SLA  1974; am § 1 ch 
205 SLA  1975; am § 2 ch 148 SLA  1976; am § 3 ch 263 SLA  1976; am § 4 ch 80 SLA 1978; 
am §§ 3, 18 ch 3 SLA  1980; am §§ 53, 54 ch 59 SLA 1982; am §§ 1, 2 ch 54 SLA 1990; 
am §§ 1, 2 ch 19 SLA  1991; am § 2 ch 4 1996 FSSLA )

Cross references. — For geographic cost-of-living amended this section, was submitted to the voters by
adjustment, see AS 22.35.010. referendum and was rejected. Under § 45, ch. 4,■ Effect o f amendments. — Tho 1996 amendment, FSSLA 1996, the provisions of that act, which
effective July 1, 1996, in subsection (a), substituted amended subsection (a), are not severable, notwith-'$9,203* for *$8,333* and “$9,159" for “$8,292.* standing AS 01.10.030.Ed itor’s notes. — Chapter 205, SLA 1975, which

S e c .  2 2 . 0 5 . 1 5 0 .  [ R e n u m b e r e d  a s  A S  2 2 . 2 0 . 3 0 0 . ]

S e c . .2 2 . 0 5 . 1 6 0 .  R e c o r d i n g  d i s t r i c t s .  [ R e p e a l e d ,  §  4  ch 1 1 8  S L A  1 9 7 6 .  F o r  c u r r e n t  l a w ,  
s e e  A S  4 4 . 3 7 . 0 2 0 ( b )  a n d  4 4 . 3 7 . 0 2 5 . ]

493 The Court of Appeals § 22.07.020



Appella te Court Judges

Sec. 22 .07 .090 . C om p en sa tio n , (a ) Except as provided in (c) o f this section, the 
m onth ly base sa la ry  o f a judge o f the court o f appeals is $8 ,652. The compensation o f a 
judge m ay not be dim inished during the term o f office, unless by a general law  applying 
to a ll sa la ried officers o f the state.

(b) A  sa la ry  w arran t may not be issued to a judge o f the court o f appeals un til the judge 
has h i e d  w ith the state officer designated to issue sa la ry  w arrants an affidavit that no 
m atter referred to the judge fo r opinion or decision has been uncompleted or undecided 
by the judge fo r a period o f more than six months.

(c) Beginning January  1, 1991, i f  the monthly basic sa la ry  fo r  Step E , Range 28, o f the 
sa la ry schedule set out in AS 39.27.011 increases, the m onth ly base 3a la :y  o f  the judges 
o f the court o f appeals sha ll increase by the same percentage. The increase takes effect 
when the sa la ry  increase under A S  39.27.011 takes effect and m ay be retroactive i f  
consistent w ith the change to AS 39.27.011. The commissioner o f adm inistration shall, by 
regulation, establish the percentage at which the sa la ry  is increased and the increased 
sa la ry  amount. (§ 1 ch 12 SLA  1980; am § 3 ch 54 SLA 1990; am §§ 3, 4 ch 19 SLA  1991; 
am § 3 ch 4 1996 FSSLA )

Effect o f amendment*. — The 1996 amendment, 
effective July 1, 1996, substituted “$8,652“ for 
*$7,833" at the end of the first sentence in subsection 
(a).

Editor's notes. — Under § 45, ch. 4, FSSLA 1996, 
the provisions of that act, which amended subsection 
(a), are not severable, notwithstanding AS 01.10.030.



Superior Court Judges

Sec. 22 .1 0 .1 9 0 . C om pen sa tio n , (a ) Except as provided in (d ) o f this section, the 
monthly base sa la ry  fo r each superior court judge is $8,469.
• (b) A sa la ry  w arran t may not be issued to a superior court judge until the judge has 

filed w ith the state officer designated to issue sa la ry  w arrants an affidavit tha t no m atter 
referred to the judge fo r opinion or decision has been uncompleted or undecided by the 
judge fo r a period o f  more than six months.

(c) In  addition to the month ly salary, each superior court judge is entitled to receive a 
geographic cost-of-living adjustment under. AS 22.35 .010 , based on the location o f the 
p rim ary office assignment. Retirement contributions and benefits sha ll be computed only 
on the m onth ly base sa la ry  not including the geographic cost-of-living adjustment.

(d) Beginning Janua ry  1 ,1 991 , i f  the monthly basic sa la ry  fo r Step E , Range 28, o f the 
sa la ry schedule set out in AS 39.27.011 increases, the m onth ly base sa lary o f the judges 
o f the superior court sha ll increase by the same percentage. The . increase takes effect 
when the sa lary increase under AS 39.27.011 takes effect and may be retroactive i f  
consistent with the change to AS 39.27.011. The commissioner o f adm inistration sha ll, by 
regulation, establish the percentage at which the sa la ry  is increased and the increased 
sa lary amount. (§ 30 ch 50 SLA  1959; am § 5 ch 115 SLA  1965; am  § 4 ch 83 SLA  1967; 
am § 2 ch 101 SLA  1969; am § 2 ch 193 SLA 1970; am § 2 ch 34  SLA 1974; am § 2 ch 
205 SLA  1975; am  § 3 ch 148 SLA 1976; am § 4 ch 263 SLA  1976; am § 5 ch 80 SLA  1978; 
am §§ 4, 19 ch 3 SLA  1980; am §§ 4, 5 ch 54 SLA  1990; am §§ 5, 6 ch 19 SLA  1991; am 
§ 4 ch 4  1996 FSSLA )

Cross re ferences.— For geographic cost-of-living effective July 1, 1996, substituted "$8,469" for 
adjustment, see AS 22.35.010. “$7,667" at tho end of subsection (a).Effect o f amendments. — The 1996 amendment, Editor's notes. — Chapter 205, SLA 1975, which



District Court Judges and Magistrates

Sec. 22 .15 .220 . C om pensa tion , (a ) Except as provided in (e) o f this section, the 
m onth ly base sa la ry  fo r each district court judge is $7,179.

(b ) Each magistrate sha ll receive annual compensation including geographic differen­
tia l pay to be determined by the supreme court. Sa la ry  increases shall be determined on 
the basis o f percentage o f pay increase the leg islature provides fo r state employees in the 
classified service. A  magistrate’s annual compensation m ay be payable, a t the option o f 
the magistrate, e ither month ly in 12 equal insta llm ents o r semi-monthly in 24 equal 
insta llm ents.

(c) A  sa la ry  w arran t may not be issued to a  district judge or magistrate until the judge 
o r magistrate has filed with the state officer designated to issue sa la ry warrants, an 
affidavit that no m atter referred to the judge or magistrate fo r opinion or decision has 
been uncompleted o r undecided by the judge o r magistrate fo r a period o f more than six 
months.

(d ) In  addition to the monthly salary, each district court judge is entitled to receive a 
geographic cost-of-living adjustment under AS 22 .35.010, based on the location o f the 
p r im a ry  office assignment. Retirement contributions and benefits sha ll be computed on ly 
on the m onth ly base sa la ry  not including the geographic cost-of-living adjustment.

(e) Beginning January  1 ,1991 , i f  the m onth ly basic sa la ry  fo r Step E, Range 28, o f the 
sa la ry  schedule set out in AS 39.27.011 increases, the month ly base sa la ry o f the judges 
o f  the district court sha ll increase by the same percentage. The increase takes effect when 
the sa la ry  increase under AS 39.27.011 takes effect and may be retroactive i f  consistent 
w ith the change to AS 39.27.011. The commissioner o f adm inistration shall, by regu la­
tion , establish the percentage at which the sa la ry  is increased and the increased sa la ry  
amount. (§ 17 ch 184 SLA  1959; am § .1 ch 66 SLA  1962; am § 1 ch 64 SLA 1963; am § 1 
ch 137 SLA  1966; am § 5 ch 83 SLA 1967; am § 3 ch 101 SLA  1969; am § 3 ch 1S3 SLA  
1970; am § 1 ch 78 SLA  1971; am § 1 ch 188 SLA  1972; am §§ 3, 4  ch 34 SLA 1974; am 
§ 3 ch 205 SLA  1975; am §§ 4, 5 ch 148 SLA  1976; am § 1 ch 196 SLA 1976; am § 5 ch 
263 SLA  1976; am § 6 ch 80 SLA 1978; am §§ 5, 20 ch 3 SLA 1980; am §§ 6, 7 ch 54 SLA  
1990; am  §§ 7, 8 ch 19 SLA  1991; am §§ 5, 6  ch 4 1996 FSSLA )

Cross references. — For cost-of-living adjustment for district court juges, see AS 22.35.010.E ffect o f amendments. — The 1996 amendment, 
effective July 1, 1996, in subsection (a), substituted “$7,179" for “$6,500" and, in subsection (b), inserted “including geographic differential pay" in the first 
sentence and deleted the former third sentence, which 
road “The base salary of a magistrate shall be in­
creased by a percentage equal to three and one-half

percent times- the number of step increases provided under AS 39.27.020 that a state employee would 
receive working in the same election district."Ed itor’s notes. — Chapter 205, SLA 1975, which 
amended this section, was submitted to the voters by referendum and was rejected.Under § 45, ch. 4, FSSLA 1996, the provisions of 
that act, which amended subsections (a) and (b), are 
not severable, notwithstanding AS 01.10.030.



Judicial Travel

Sec . 22 .2 0 .0 37 . E m p lo ym en t o f  ju d ic ia l em p loyees , (a ) Judicial employees shall 
be employed subject to classification and wage plans based on the merit princip le and 
adapted to the special needs o f the judiciary, as determ ined by the adm inistrative director 
o f  courts. Except as otherwise provided by law, a ll employees o f the A laska court system 
and the jud ic ia l council are subject to the general state laws regarding leave, retirem ent 
and travel.

(b) This section does not deprive employees o f the jud iciary o f the right to participate 
in  the state employees retirem ent system, a group insurance plan, or any other program , 
benefits, o r rights provided by law  o r personnel ru le  fo r state employees in the classified 
service.

(c) The adm inistrative director o f courts sha ll conduct a sa la ry survey a n n u a lly  to 
ensure tha t employees o f the A laska court system  receive salaries consistent w ith those 
paid to employees in the classified and p a rtia lly  exempt state service.

(d ) The adm inistrative director o f the court system sha ll file  a travel and compensation 
repo rt w ith the legislature by January  31 o f each year. The report must contain detailed 
in form ation fo r the previous calendar yea r o f the salaries, per diem, trave l expenses, 
relocation expenses, and any additional allowances fo r

(1 ) each justice o f the supreme court;
(2 ) each judge o f the court o f  appeals; and
(3 ) the adm inistrative director o f the court system. (§ 2 ch 78 SLA 1971; am  § lc h 8 3  

SLA  1999)
Effect o f amendments. — The 1999 amendment, Department of Administration’s regulation on tenni-effective September 27, 1999, added subsection (d). nal leave, does not infringe upon the power o f the
Opinions o f attorney general. — Application to judicial and legislati j  branches to supervise, hire, orjudicial and permanent legislative employees of the discharge personnel, or the power to determine era-general laws of the state covering leave, including the ployee salaries. April 9, 1985 Op. Att’y Gen.
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T h e H o n o r a b le  D a ve D o n le y  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u , A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r S e n a t o r  D o n le y :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  J a n u a r y  1 1 , 2 0 0 1 . I  a p o l o g i z e  
f o r  my d e la y  i n  r e s p o n d in g  —  I  w a s o u t  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  l a s t  w e e k t o  
a t t e n d  t h e  m id - y e a r  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  C o n fe r e n c e  o f  C h i e f  J u s t i c e s .  
I  am p le a s e d  t h a t  y o u  fo u n d  t h e  FY 2 000 r e p o r t  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  
i n f o r m a t i v e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s p e c i f i c  s u g g e s t i o n s  a b o u t a d d i t i o n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  c o u ld  b e in c lu d e d  i n  o u r  a n n u a l r e p o r t .  I  am a l s o  
a w a re  t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  o n 
t h i s  t o p i c .  I  h a v e  f o r w a r d e d  y o u r  r e q u e s t  t o  o u r  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
D i r e c t o r ,  S t e p h a n ie  C o le , w h o s e  o f f i c e  p r e p a r e s  a n d  p r o d u c e s  o u r  
a n n u a l r e p o r t .  I  w i l l  a l s o  s h a r e  y o u r  l e t t e r  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
c o u r t  f o r  t h e i r  i n p u t .

T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  o u r  a n n u a l r e p o r t  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
s t a t e m e n t f r o m  t h e  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  o f  g o v e r n m e n t t o  t h e  o t h e r  tw o  
b r a n c h e s  a n d t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  I t  h a s  in c l u d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t o u r  
c a s e l o a d ,  o u r  p r o j e c t s ,  o u r  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  o u r  a c h ie v e m e n t s . I  
w i l l  a s k  c o u r t  s t a f f  t o  e x a m in e  a n n u a l r e p o r t s  f r o m  o t h e r  s t a t e  
c o u r t s ,  s o  t h a t  we m ay r e v i e w  a n d  c o m p a re  t h e  t y p e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  d e te rm in e d  t o  b e a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e i r  
a n n u a l r e p o r t s ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  o t h e r  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t s  r e q u e s t e d  
b y  a n d p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

I n  t h e  m e a n t im e , I  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  we a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  
p r o v i d i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t c o u r t  s y s te m  
o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  we h a v e  a v a i l a b l e .  A s y o u  k n o w , we a r e  s om ew h a t 
h a m p e re d  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  b y  t h e  s t a t e  o f  o u r  c u r r e n t  c o m p u te r 
s y s t e m , w h ic h  c a n n o t e a s i l y  p r o d u c e  a l l  o f  t h e  t y p e s  o f  d a t a  i n
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w h ic n  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d .  We s i n c e r e l y  h o p e  t h a t  o u r  new c a s e  
m a n a g em e n t s y s te m  w i l l  a l l o w  u s  t o  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  m o re  t im e l y  a n d  
a c c u r a t e  d a t a  a n d  s t a t i s t i c s .

A g a in , I  d o a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  t im e  t o  r e v i e w
o u r  c u r r e n t  a n n u a l r e p o r t .  I  e n jo y e d  o u r  r e c e n t  m e e t in g , a n d  w o u ld
l i k e  t o  c o n t i n u e  a n  o p e n  d i a l o g u e ,  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  w i t h  y o u  a n d  
o t h e r  m em b e rs o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  A n d  I  am f o l l o w i n g  u p  o n t h e  
s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  a n  i n f o r m a l  m e e t in g  w i t h  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u ld  b e  a 
g o o d  a d j u n c t  t o  my p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  t h e  J u d i c i a r y .  Y ou 
w i l l  s o o n  b e r e c e i v i n g  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t h a t  I  am s e n d in g  t o  a l l  
l e g i s l a t o r s ,  i n v i t i n g  th e m  t o  an i n f o r m a l r e c e p t i o n  a n d c o n t i n e n t a l  
b r e a k f a s t  o n F e b r u a r y  2 3 . I  b e l i e v e  we w i l l  a l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m  m o re  
o p e n  l i n e s  o f  c o m m u n ic a t i o n . I  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n t a c t
t h e  c o u r t  s y s te m  a b o u t y o u r  c o n c e r n s  a n d  n e e d s .

S i n c e r e l y

D ana F a b e  
C h i e f  J u s t i c e

D F : j d
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alaska judicial council
1 0 2 9  W . Third Avenue, Suite 2 0 1 , Anchorage, Alaska 9 9 5 0 1 -1 9 6 9  [9 0 7 )2 7 9 -2 5 2 6  FAX (90 7 ) 2 7 6 -5 0 4 6
http ://www.ajc.state.ak.us E-Mail: postmaster@ajc.state.ak.us
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
William T Coccon

A p r i l 1, 1999

NON-ATTORNEY MEMBERS 
Janice Lienhart 

Vicki A. One 
Sandra S. Stringer

ATTORNEY MEMBERS 
Geoffrey G. Currall 

Paul J .  Ewers 
Robert H. Wagscaff

CHAIRMAN. EX OFFICIO 
Warren W Matthews 

Chief Justice 
Supreme CourtSenator Dave D on ley 

Senator Rob in L . Ta y lo r 
A laska State Leg is la tu re 
State Cap ito l 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Senators Don ley and Tay lo r:

I have attached m y 1996 le tte r to Comm issioner Boye r about w ithhe ld judges ’ paychecks. 
W h ile I am sure the request was rejected, I cou ld not fin d the le tte r from  the Department o f 
Adm in is tra tion stating this.

I decided to renew m y request to Comm issioner Poe (le tte r attached). I took the lib e rty o f 
mention ing that you had been successful in getting the requested in fo rm a tion .

I w il l keep you in fo rm ed on the Department’ s response. Thanks fo r you r help.

S incerely,

W illiam  T. Cotlon 
Executive D irec to r

W TC :s l

Attachment

http://www.ajc.state.ak.us
mailto:postmaster@ajc.state.ak.us


alaska judicial council
1 0 2 9  W . Thir d A ve n u e , Suite 2 0 1 , Anchorage, Alaska 9 9 5 0 1 -1 9 6 9  (9 0 7 ] 2 7 9 -2 5 2 6 FAX (9 0 7 ] 2 7 6 -5 0 4 6
http ://www.ajc.state.ak.us E-Mail: postmaster@ajc.state.ak.us

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
William T. Cotton

March j . , 1999

NON-ATTORNEY MEMBERS 
Janice Lienhart 

Vicki A. Otre 
Sandra S. Stringer

ATTORNEY MEMBERS 
Geoffrey G. Currall 

Paul J .  Ewers 
Robert H. Wagstaff

CHAIRMAN, EX OFFICIO 
Warren W. Matthews 

Chief Justice 
Suprem-1 Court

Comm issioner Robert Poe 
Department o f Adm in is tra tion 
P.O. B o x 110200 
Juneau, A K  99811-0200

Dear Comm issioner Poe:

A s you w il l see in the attached letter, I w ro te to you r predecessor some tim e ago w ith  a 
request that the Department o f Adm in is tra tion establish a procedure by wh ich an attorney o r a 
member o f the pub lic cou ld fin out i f  a judgT was having his or her paycheck w ithhe ld fo r no t 
decid ing a matter w ith in  six months. W h ile I was unable to fin d the Departm ent’ s response, I 
remember that the Department did respond that it was either unable or u nw illin g to com p ly.

I am w riting to renew my earlier request. I also would like to obtain in fo rm ation on w ithhe ld 
paychecks fo r the Council evaluation o f judges. I understand from Senators Don ley and Tay lo r that 
the Department was able to prov ide them w ith in fo rm a tion on w ithhe ld paychecks.

Thank you fo r you r assistance. Feel free to g ive me a call i f  you have any questions.

V e ry tru ly yours,

W illiam  T. Cotton 
Executive D irecto r

W TCrsl

http://www.ajc.state.ak.us
mailto:postmaster@ajc.state.ak.us
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
William T. Cotton

September 20, 1996

C omm iss ione r M a rk B oye r 
D epa rtm en t o f A dm in is tra t io n  
P .O . B ox 110200 
Juneau, A l "  99811-0200

NON-ATTORNEY MEMBERS 
Oavid A. Dapcevich 

Janice Lienfiarc 
Vicki A. Ocoe

ATTORNEY MEMBERS 
Thomas G. Nave 

Robert H. Wagstaff 
Christopher E. Zimmerman

CHAIRMAN. EX OFFICIO 
Allen T. Compton 

Chief Ju stice  
Supreme Court

Dear C om m ’ssioner Boyer:

I  am w rit in g  conce rn ing enforcement o f the statutes th a t co n d it io n a judge rece iv ing his 
o r her sa lary o i  no t hav ing any decisions pend ing fo r ove r s ix months . The re levant p ro v is io n 
fo r supe rio r co i r t judges (A.S. 22.10.190) provides:

(b) A  salary w a rra n t may no t be issued to a supe rio r co u rt judge u n t i l the 
judge has filed...an affidavit that no m a tte r referred to the judge fo r op in io n 
o r decis ion has been uncompleted o r undecided b y the judge fo r a pe rio d 
o f m ore than six months.

A s backg round , the C ounc il evaluates the perform ance o f judges and makes 
recommendations to the voters as to whethe r in d iv id u a l judges shou ld be re ta ined in  o ffice . As 
p a rt o f o u r eva lua tion process, we collect extensive in fo rm a tio n fro m  atto rneys, po lice and 
p roba tio n office rs , ju ro rs , co u rt employees and o the r members o f the pub lic . O ccas iona lly , we 
have heard comments tha t some judges do n o t decide matters p rom p t ly , and tha t decisions 
sometimes take ove r s ix months .

T he C ounc il w ou ld lik e to suggest tha t the D epa rtm en t o f A dm in is tra t io n  establish and 
public ize a sim p le procedure where an a tto rney o r m ember o f the pu b lic cou ld w r ite  yo u when 
they believed a judge had no t acted w ith in  six months. Y ou w ou ld then take appropria te steps to 
determ ine w he the r complainants were correct, and enforce the statute i f  th ey were. I t w ou ld be 
im po rta n t to m a in ta in the con fid en tia lity o f the compla inants because th e y p ro bab ly w ou ld be 
attorneys o r litig a n ts appearing before the judge.

http://www.sta


Mark Boyer 
September 20,1996
P*&2  __

I  w ould be glad to w ork w ith your staff on such a procedure. Please feel free to  give m e 
a call if you have any questions.

Executive D irector

WTC.-sI

cc: C hief Justice A llen T. C om pton 
Judicial C ouncil M embers



Supreme Court Justice, Appellate Court Judges, Court Administrative Director 
Out-of-State Travel 1999 - 2000 

ConfJudge Date Purpose Destination c  ' Transp. M&IE Lodging Reimb Total
h e e s ______________________________________ Exp__________

Fabe, Dana
7/30/00 - 
8/03/00

Conference of Chief 
Justices

Rapid City, SD 450.00 894.01 68.00 492 .48 1.904.49

10/12/00
10/17/00 Law Clerk Interviews

Seattle
San Francisco 
Los Angeles

481.66 70.00 671.36 58.75 1,281.77

10/18/00
10/22/00

- Nat'l Ass'n of Women 
Judges

Los Angeles 375.00 345.52 92.00 935.20 16.02 1,763.74

1 /1 5 /9 9 -
1/21/99

Conference of Chief 
Justices

Washington
D.C 450.00 1,241.00 55.00 756.00 2,502.00

10/12/99
10/17/99

- Nat'l A ssoc Women 
Judges Ann'l Conf Miami, FL 350.00 888.00 73.00 563 .00 1,874.00

F;yner, Alexander

10/15/00
10/20/00 Law Clerk Interviews

New Haven, 
Cambridge, 
D.C.

1,966.82 260 .00 701.39 1.57 2,929.78

8/22/99 - 
8/26/99 Judicial Quinto Conf Gleneden, OR 275.00 544.00 144.00 477 .00 1,440.00

Carpeneti, Walter

10/12/99 • 
10/20/99 Recruiting Trip

Seattle,
Portland,
Berkely

1,561.00 250 .00 412 .00 2,223.00

Cote, Stephanie
5/20/00 - 
5/24/00

Conf of State Ct Admin. 
Western Reg'l Mtg Portland, OR 136.00 381.78 517.78

7/29/00 - 
8/03/00

Conf of State Ct Admin/ 
Conf of Chief Justices Rapid City SD 4505.00 767.78 113.00 507.60 5,893.38

12 /6 /00-
12/8/00

Conf of State Ct Admin 
Mid-year Meeting Phoenix, AZ 100.00 652.98 100.00 476.49 1,329.47

7/30/99 - 
8/06/99

COSCA Leadership Sem , Williamsburg, 
COSCA/CCJ Annual Mtg VA 450.00 1,044.00 154.00 1,087.00 2,735 .00

9/30/99 - 
10/1/99

Conf of State Ct Admin. 
Western Reg'l Mtg Phoenix AZ 100.00 243.00 75.00 207.00 625 .00

12/2/99 - 
12/5/99

Conf of State Ct Admin 
Mid-year Meeting Carmel, CA 956.00 139.00 621 .00 2 1,718.00

Eastaugh, Robert
10/14 /00 -
10/19/00 Law Clerk Interviews Detroit,

Chicago 1.049.60 214.00 1,313.87 2 ,577.47

10/11/99-
10/13/99 Law Clerk Interviews Detroit,

Chicago 1,907.00 126.00 335.00 8 2 ,376 .00

8/20/99 - 
8/24/99 Judicial Quinto Conf Salishan, OR 275.00 636.00 70.00 318 .00 1 1,300.00

Matthews, Warren
8/01/00 - 
8/05/99

Conference of Chief 
Justicos

Williamsburg.
VA 450.00 2,204.00 88.00 679.00 3 ,421.00

10/11/99-
10/15/99 Law Clerk Interviews Boston, MA 2,035.00 168.00 314.00 2 ,517.00

Rablnowitz, Jay
D . .  7 /2 2 /99 -  R abinow .tz,.7/26/99 Conf. Comm. On Uniform 

State Law Mtg Denver, CO 400.00 1,048.00 201.00 626.00 2 ,275.00

8 /2 7 /9 9 -Rabinow .tz,,8/28/9g Justice M addism  
Retirement Dinner

Whitohorso,
YK 360.00 89.00 97.00 546 .00

Source: ’Schedule of Componsaiton Mlaska Court System  Supromo Court Justicos, Appellate Court Judges and
Administrative Director’ Calon'lor Years 1099 and 2000, provided by Doug Wooliver, Alaska Court Systom  

Distributed by Sonator Donley with Sonnlo Bill 17:. tCourtTrnvol.xls)



Alaska Court System 

A N N U A L REPORT D ISTR IBUT ION LIST

1. Alaska State Legislature
Senate (20)
House (40)
Library (3)

2. Administration
Administrative Director (1) 
Deputy Directors (2)
Senior Staff (7)
Court Analyst (1)
Fiscal Officer (1) 
Accounting Analyst (1) 
Research Analyst/Jury (25) 
Project Manager (1)

3. Appellate Courts 
Justices
Court af Appeals Judges 
Clerk of the Appellate Court

9

4. Superior Court *. Jdges 33

5. District Court Judges 17

6 . Area Court Administrators 4

7. All Courts1 44

8 . Media 1 1

9. Alaska Stale Library 7

1 0 . Law Libraries (includes ACS) 34

1 1 . State Agencies 2 1

1 2 . State Court Administrators 50

13. Chief Justices 52

14. Extras for requests 50

Chambers of Commerce and Chiefs of Police upon request

’Combination of Magistrate

Provided by Doug W oo liv c r, A laska Court System




