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•  •
FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: I
2001 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB 154

(S  ) Publish Dale: 3/29/01

Revision Date/T ime (Note if correction): Dept. A ffected: Health & Socia l Services
T itle . Sunset o f Designated Evaluation and 

Treatment Program
BRU: Community Mental Health Grants 
Component: Designated Eval & T reatm ent

Sponsor: Sen. Kelly
Requester: Senate (HES) Component Number: 1014

Expendlturos/Re venues (T h o u s a n d s o f D o lla rs )

Note: Amounts do not include infla tion unless otherw iso noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1
M iscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1

ICAP ITAL EXPENDITURES . . . I I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) ! ! i i l l

FUND SOURCE (Thousands o f Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 582.1
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1007 I/A Receipts 723.7 7 2 3 7 723.7 723.7 723 7 723.7

1037 GF/Monla l Hoalth 1.146.3 1.728 4 1.728.4 1.728.4 1,728 4 1.728.4

1092 MHTAAR 200.0 200.0 2 0 0 0 200.0 200 .0 200.0
TOTAL 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1

E s tlm a t* o f any cu rro n t yea r (FY2001) coa t: 0 0

C heck th is box (X) i f fu n d in g fo r th is  b ill is In c lu d e d in th s G o ve rn o r 's FY 2002 b u d g s t p ro p o s a l: X

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYS IS : IMIacJi a iopnrnla  p ao v r inecewan'J
A L L FUNDING FOR DET IS INCLUDED IN THE GOVERNOR 'S BUDGET. This bill aliows fo r the 

continuation o f Designated Evaluation ond Treatment sorvicos covorod in tho FY02 Governor's Roquest. Theso 
statutes (sunsot date Ju ly 1. 2001) estab lish cons isten t methods for tho Departm ent to pay for vo lun ta ry or 
involuntary inpabont psych ia tric sorv icos fo r ind ividuals who peso a danger to them se lves o r others because of 
menta l illness, or who oro gruvo ly im pa irod by menta l health systoms, ond who havo no third parly payo r and cannot 
afford tho high cost o f hosp ita liza tion . The provis ion of these so.v icos in local commun ities fits w ith the ob jectives o f 
sorvmg consumors close to homo Fedora l laws havo reduced (ho % o f tho $10 m illion in D isproportiona to Share 
Hospita l funds that havo been ava ilob lo to API on on onnual basis since Ihe 1980s This 'fro o s up* the balance o f 
(tie DSH fu n d i for other specia l needs popu la tions served by qualify ing hospita ls The DET assistance program is a 
logical, elig ible recip ient of thoso funds .

P ropared by: Sarah Brinkley, Adm in Manager Phone 485-3187
D ivision DMHDD Date /T im e 1/0/00 12 00 AM

Approved by: E lmer A. Llndstrom , Spec ia l Ass istan t Date 3/22/01 10 :12AM
Agoncy Department o f Health A Socia l Serv>co»

f  or di*tn<>ut>oo n/ormauon. can U>« Governor** LtouU iive Office 
(**>£70001 OU«| PnQfl  1 „  Of  2_
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•  •
R e v i s i o n  D a t e : _______________________________________________________________________________ B i l l  V e r s i o n :  S B  1 5 4  #1______________
A N A L Y S I S :  ( c o n t i n u e d )

O f  t h e  t o t a l  $ 2 , 6 5 2 . 1  D E T  b u d g e t  f o r  F Y 0 2 ,  $ 2 , 3 9 2 . 1  w a s  in t h e  F Y 0 2  G o v e r n o r ' s  R e q u e s t  a n d  $ 7 2 3 . 7  w a s  
a d d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  F Y 0 2  G o v e r n o r ' s  A m e n d e d  R e q u e s t .

B r e a k d o w n  o f  F Y 0 2  D E T  p r o j e c t i o n s :
G r a n t s  -  $ 2 6 0 . 0
F e e  f o r  S e r v i c e  -  $ 2 , 3 9 2 . 1

F a i r b a n k s $ 1 , 2 6 2 . 1
J u n e a u $ 6 4 1 . 6
M a t - S u $ 2 3 7 . 1
K e t c h i k a n $ 9 9 . 9
A n c h o r a g e $ 6 0 . 3
Y K H C $ 5 5 . 2
o t h e r $ 3 5 . 9

' N o t e :  T h e  D E T  c o m p o n e n t ' s  F Y 0 2  b u d g e t  c o n t a i n s ,  in  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a b o v e  $ 2 , 6 5 2 . 1  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  
p r o j e c t e d  n e e d s ,  a n o t h e r  $ 1 4 2 . 8  in  e x c e s s  f e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t y  o n  t h e  b o o k s  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  u n a n t i c i p a t e d  f u t u r e  
d d e r a l  a w a r d s .
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SENATE B ILL NO. 154

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T W E N T Y - S E C O N D  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S IO N

BY SENATOR KELLY 

Introduced: 3/21/01
Referred: Health, Education and Social Services, Finance

A B ILL

FO R  AN A CT EN TITLED  

"A n Act relating to m ental health treatm ent facilities; repealing  the term ination date  of 

| the m ental health trea tm en t assistance p rogram ; and provid ing  for an effective da te ."

BE IT  EN ACTED  BY T H E  LE G ISL A T U R E  O F  TH E  STA T E O F ALASKA:

* Section 1. Sections 2 ,4 ,6 ,  and 9, ch. 87, SLA 1999, are repealed.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

OMjVI
S HO 154 A -1-

P £ T  Q Q r % ‘ T e * c U lidm rl i n u d  I DELETED TEXT BRACKETED J
S B  154

E n g ro s s e d



•  «
FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number, 1

2001 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB 154
(S  ) Publish Date: 3/29/01

Revis ion Da le /T im e (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Health & Socia l Serv ices

Title : Sunse t o f Designated Evaluation and 
T rea tm en t Program

BRU: Community Menta l Health Grants 
Component: Designated Eval & T rea tm en t

S p o n so r Sen. Kelly
Requester: Senate (HES) Component N um be r 1014

E x p e n d i tu r e s /R e v e n u e s (T h o u s a n d s o f D o lla rs )

Note: Am oun ts do not include inflation unless otherw ise noted below .
OPERATING EXPEND ITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007

Persona l Serv ices
Travel
Contractua l
Supplies
Equ ipment
Land & S tructu res
G rants & C la ims 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2.652.1

M isce llaneous
TO TAL OPERATING 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1

CAP ITA L EXPEND ITURES ! I I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 1 1 1 i 1

FUND SOURCE (Thousands o f Dollars)
1002 Federa l Rece ip ts 582.1
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1007 I/A Rece ip ts 723.7 723.7 723.7 723 .7 723.7 723.7

1037 GF /M enta l Health 1,146.3 1.728.4 1,728.4 1,728.4 1,728.4 1,728.4

1092 MHTAAR 200.0 200.0 200.0 200.0 200 .0 200.0

TO TAL 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1 2,652.1

E s tim a te o f any c u r ra n t yea r (FY2001) cos t: 0.0

C heck th is  b o x (X) if fu n d in g  fo r th is b ill Is In c lu ded in th e G o ve rn o r 's  FY 2002 b ud g e t p ro p o s a l: X

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYS IS : (Attach a aaparala pane Knecassary)
A L L  FUNDING FOR DET IS INCLUDED IN THE GOVERNOR 'S BUDGET. This bill allows fo r tho 

con tinuation o f Designated Evaluation and Treatmont sorvicos covered in tho FY02 Governor's Requost. These 
sta tu tos (sunse t date Ju ly 1 .2001 ) establish consisten t m ethods fo r tho Department to pay fo r volun ta ry or 
invo lun tary inpabent psychiatric services fo r individuals who pose a dange r to themselves o r o thers because ol 
menta l illness, o r who are gravely impaired by menta l health systom s. and who have no third party payo r and canno t 
afford tho high cost of hosp ita liza tion . The provis ion of theso sorv icos in local commun ities fits w ith the objec tives o f 
serving consum ers close to homo. Federal laws havo reduced the % o f tho S10 m illion in D isp ioportiona to Sharo 
Hospita l funds tha t have been available to AP I on en annua l basis since the 1980s. This "frees up’  the ba lance o f 
tho DSH funds for othor specia l needs populations served by qua lify ing hospita ls. The DET ass is tance program is a 
logical, o lig ib le rec ip ion t o f these funds..

P repared by: Sarah Bnnkley, Adm in Managor Phone 465-3167
D ivis ion DMHDD Date/T im e l/O'OO 12:00 AM

Approvod by: E lmer A. Lindstrom , Specia l Assistan t Date 3/22/01 10:12 AM
Agency Doportm ont of Health & Socia l Services________________________

For di»tntxit»n Information. coll mo Governor** L*ql*Jativ* OfTtco
zdocoi omo) P a;jo__ 1__o f __ 2__
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Revision Date: Bill Version: SB 154 #1
ANALYSIS: (continued)

O f the total $2,652.1 DET budget for FY02, $2,392.1 was in the FY02 Governor's Request and $723 .7 was 
added through the FY02 Governor's Amended Request.

Breakdown o f FY02 DET projections:
Grants - $260 ,0 
Fee for Service - $2,392.1 

Fairbanks $1,262.1 
Juneau $ 641.6 
Mat-Su $ 237.1 
Ketchikan $ 99.9
Anchorage $ 60.3
YKHC $ 55.2
other $ 35.9

‘ Note: The DET component's FY02 budget contains, in addition to the above $2,652.1 authority for 
projected needs, another $142 .6  in excess federal authority on the books for potential unanticipated future 
federal awards.

Pago _ 2  o f  2 _



Alaska Slate Legislature
Session:
Stato Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801 
Phono: (907) 465-2327 
Fax: (907)465-5241

Senator Pete Kelly

Interim: 
119 N. Cushman 

Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Phone: (907) 456-8161

D istric t P

SB 154 
“An Act relating to mental health treatment facilities; repealing the 

termination date of the mental health treatment assistance program; and 
providing for an effective date.”

S B  15-4 w o u ld  repeal the su n set c la u se  on  a b ill that p a ssed  in 199 9  that crea ted  th e  D e s ig n a te d  E v a lu a tio n  
P rogram . T h is  program  p ro v id es  treatm ent through loca l h o sp ita ls  for  p e o p le  w h o  are in m enta l c r is is . T h e s e  
in d iv id u a ls  are w o rk in g  p o o r  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  no  in su ran ce o r  M ed ica id  c o v e r a g e , w h o  ca n n o t a ffo rd  
h o sp ita .iza lio n  and w h o  m eet certa in  e l ig ib i l i ty  req u irem en ts.

If the sunset c la u se  is  not rep ea led , Ihe fo l lo w in g  w ill be lost:

•  D escr ip tio n  o f  a p p lica tio n , a p p lica tio n  r e v ie w  and appeal p roced u res
•  A u th orization  o f  the departm ent to  e s ta b lish  e lig ib le  s e r v ic e s  and re im b u rsem en t rates
•  D escr ip tion  o f  p roced u res for p a y m en t fo r  the se r v ic e s  p rovid ed
•  C lar ifica tion  o f  la n g u a g e  and d e fin it io n s  to  accu ra te ly  re flect statu tory  in tent
•  C larifica tion  o f  the r e sp o n s ib ilit ie s  o f  the D epartm ent
•  L an gu age  that e s ta b lish e s  w h o  is  e l ig ib le  for a ss is ta n ce  for  in p atien t se r v ic e s :

□ In d iv id u a ls  w h o  m eet criter ia  for co m m itm en t under current sta tu tes  ( i .e . d a n g er  o f  h a rm in g  s e l f  o r  
oth ers or g r a v e ly  d isa b le s  as a resu lt o f  m enta l i l ln e s s , and is  l ik e ly  to  im p ro v e  w ith  treatm en t)

□ In d iv id u a ls  w h o se  H ousehold  in c o m e  is  b e lo w  IS 5 ('v o f  fed era l p o v e r ty  g u id e lin e s  for A la sk a  an d  
w h o  h a v e  n o  o th er  third party  payer

S B  154 w o u ld  rem o v e  the su n se t c la u se  and  ex ten d  the program  in d e fin ite ly . W ith o u t th is  c h a n g e , in d iv id u a ls  
in n eed  o f  treatm ent w o u ld  h a v e  to  be transported  to A la sk a  P sych ia tr ic  Institu te  o r  h e ld  in c o rrec tio n a l  
fa c ilitie s .

A ll o f  th is is d u e to  su n set Ju ly  1, 2 0 0 1 , se n d in g  the program  back  to i t 's  o r ig in a l v a g u e  a n d  p ro b lem a tic  sta te .



Alaska State Legislature
Session:
Stale Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99J01 
Phone: (907) 465-2327 
Fax: (907) 465-5241

Interim. 
119 N. Cushman 

Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Phone: (907) 456-8161

Senator Pete Kelly
District P

S e n a t e  B i l l  1 5 4  
S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s  

“ A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  m e n t a l h e a l t h  t r e a tm e n t  f a c i l i t i e s ;  r e p e a l i n g  t h e  t e r m in a t i o n  
d a t e  o f  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r e a tm e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . ”

T h is  b ill rep ea ls the su n se t c la u se  for  ih e  D e s ig n a te d  E v a lu a tion  and T rea tm en t p rogram  (D E T ).

S e c t io n  1. o f  the b ill rep ea ls  the su n se t p ro v is io n s  S e c tio n s  2 , 4 .  6 , and 9  o f  ch . S7 S L A  1 9 9 9 . T h o s e  current  
s e c t io n s  that w o u ld  h e  rem o v e d  co v er:

•  the c la r ifica tio n  o f  lia b ility  for  e x p e n s e s  o f  p la cem en t in a treatm ent fa c ility , (S e c t io n  2 .)

•  the c la r ifica tio n  o f  the d e fin it io n  o f  “d esig n a ted  treatm ent fa c ility " , (S e c t io n  4 .)

•  c le a r ly  d e fin e s  the e l ig ib i l i ty  and p roced u res o f  the D E T  program . (S e c t io n  6 ,):
A p p lic a b ility
E lig ib ility  for a ss is ta n c e
A p p lica tio n  for  a ss is ta n c e
D e c is io n  on  e lig ib i l i ty
E lig ib le  s e r v ic e s  rates
P aym en t
A p p ea l
R eg u la tio n s
Definitions

• E sta b lish ed  an e f f e c t iv e  d ate  o f  su n se t a s  July 1. 2001 (S e c t io n  9 .)

S e c t io n  2 of th is  b ill c a u se s  th e repeal to  take e ffe c t  im m ed ia te ly .

It th e  su n set o ccu rs , th en  it re in sta tes the v a g u e  lan gu age  that led to  c o n fu s io n  and in c o n s is te n c ie s  in m a n a g in g  
the program  T h e se  p ro b le m s led  to  a la w su it w h ich  p rom pted  the statu tory  ch a n g e .



Develop outpatient p lan/  
R e l e a s e  I n d i v i d u a lHospitalize?

Docs Patient 
Agree lo 

.Admission?
/ ' 'D o c s  P a t ie n t 's  
Meet Commitment 
\  Criteria? / ^

Put sue 
Commitment/ 
Admit Patient

Can Patient Pay 
or Hospital Care?.

Can Patient Pay 
Pot Ilospita' Cate?^  Does P a tien t^  

Meet Conuuitincnt 
\  Criteria? ^

Docs Patient 
Meet Income 

Critciia?
H ill Patient f o r  

I lo  sp ita l Services

Crisis Assessment; 
By Mental Health 

Professional/ 
Psychiatrist/ 
Physician

B il l  Patient fo r  
..Hospital Services j

Patient is not 
E lig ib le  fu r  D E T } 

Payment

D E & T  D e c i s i o n  C h a r t  ( B i H  D M I I D D f o r  I n p a t i e n t
Psychiatric Services

Patient is not 
E lig ib le  fo r  D E T  

^  Payment

f  Outpatient \  
[plan/ P e l easel 
\ Patient J



T O N Y  K N O W L E S ,  G O V E R N O R

DEPT. OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES PO. BOX 110620

DIVISION OF MENTAL HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
CENTRAL OFFICE

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99311-0620 
PHONE. (907) 465-3370
FAX: (907) 465-2668
TDD (907) 465-2225
TOLL FREE: 1-800-465-4828

M arch 16. 2 0 0 1

T h e H o n o ra b le  P ete  K e lly  
S tate C ap ita l 
Juneau , A la sk a  9 9 8 0 1

D ear S en a to r  K e lly :

T hank y o u  for y o u r  c o n t in u in g  su p p ort o f  the D e s ig n a te d  E v a lu a tio n  and  T reatm en t  
(D E T ) p rogram . T h e D E T  p rogram  is  a cr itica l c o m p o n e n t in  the c o n tin u u m  o f  m en ta l 
hea lth  s e r v ic e s  in A la sk a , p a rticu la r ly  fo r  in d ig en t p erso n s  w ith  m en ta l i l ln e s s e s  w h o  are  
b e in g  c iv i l ly  co m m itted , or m e e t  the criteria  for c iv il  c o m m itm e n t. T h rou gh  th is program , 
m a n y  p o o r  p e o p le  w ith  m en ta l i l ln e s s  w h o  d o  n o t q u a lify  fo r  M e d ic a id  are a b le  to r e c e iv e  
se r v ic e s  in co m m u n ity  h o s p ita ls  a cro ss  the sta te , c lo se r  to  th e ir  fa m ilie s  and lo c a l support 
sy s tem s . W ith ou t the D E T  p rogram , it w o u ld  b e  n e c e s sa r y  to transport m a n y  c o n su m e r s  
in c r is is  to  A la sk a  P sy ch ia tr ic  In stitu te (A P I) to r e c e iv e  e v a lu a tio n  and treatm en t se r v ic e s .

C o n su m ers  h a v e  a d v o c a te d  a g g r e s s iv e ly  for r e c e iv in g  c o m m u n ity -b a se d  se r v ic e s  in th e  
least r e s tr ic t iv e  en v ir o n m e n ts . T h e  D iv is io n  is  re sp o n d in g  b y  cr e a tin g  lo c a l and  reg io n a l 
sy s te m s  o f  care  for p e r so n s  e x p e r ie n c in g  m ental il ln e s s e s . W e  w o u ld  lik e  to  l imit  the u se  
o f  A P I to  th o s e  p sy ch ia tr ic  c r is e s  that e x c e e d  th e  a b ility  o f  lo c a l c o m m u n it ie s  to a d d ress. 
T he D E T  p rogram  p r o v id e s  a s ta b le , p red icta b le  re im b u rsem en t stru ctu re for c o m m u n ity  
h o sp ita ls  to  p r o a c tiv e ly  a d d r e ss  th ese  c r ise s  for p erso n s  w h o  lack  o th er  m e a n s  lo  p ay  for  
se r v ic e s . T h is  in turn a l lo w s  m a n y  c o m m u n itie s  in A la sk a  to d e v e lo p  a m o re  
c o m p r e h e n s iv e  and co o r d in a te d  ap p roach  to a d d ress in g  lo c a l m en ta l h ea lth  e m e r g e n c ie s .

W ithout n e w  le g is la tio n  to e x te n d  its e x is te n c e , the current c la r ify in g  sta tu tory  la n g u a g e  
o f  th e D E T  program  w ill e x p ir e  a s  o f  Ju ly  1 , 2 0 0 1 ,  p lu n g in g  the p rogram  back  in to  
v a g u e n e ss  and c o n fu s io n . W e s tr o n g ly  e n c o u ra g e  the p a ssa g e  o f  th is  le g is la t io n , and  
again  thank y o u  lo r  yo u r  su p p o rt.

S in c e r e ly .

W alter M ajoro s  
D irecto r



T O N Y  K N O W L E S ,  G O V E R N O R

DEPT. OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES
DIVISION OF MENTAL HEALTH AND 

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

ALASKA PSYCHIATRIC INSTITUTE  
2900 PROVIDENCE DRIVE  
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99508-4677  
PHONE: (907)269-7100  
FAX: (907) 269-7251

M arch 1 6 . 2 0 0 1

T he H o n o ra b le  P ete  K e lly  
A la sk a  S ta te  S en a te  
State C a p ito l -  R o o m  5 1 8  
Juneau , A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D ear S e n a to r  K e lly :

I am  w r itin g  to  ex p ress  th e su p p o rt o f  the m a n a g e m en t o f  A la sk a  P sy ch ia tr ic  In stitu te  (A P I)  for  
co n tin u a tio n  o f  the le g is la t io n  a u th o r iz in g  p a y m en ts  lo d e s ig n a te d  e v a lu a tio n  and treatm en t  
(D E T ) h o sp ita ls  a cro ss  the S ta te  o f  A la sk a  w h o  p ro v id e  in p atien t p sy ch ia tr ic  s e r v ic e s  to 
A la sk a n s w h o  m eet sta tu to ry  criter ia  for in p atien t treatm en t.

A s  y o u  k n o w . A P I is  the S ta te 's  o n ly  p u b lic  h o sp ita l. O ur m is s io n  is to p ro v id e  an ap p rop ria te  
array o f  q u a lity , in p atien t p sy ch ia tr ic  s e r v ic e s  for  the treatm ent o f  A la sk a n s w ith  p sy ch ia tr ic  
d iso rd ers w h o  m eet a d m iss io n  criteria . A P I ’s  p a tien ts  c o m e  from  a ll around the S ta le .

O n e o f  ou r  m ajor and o n g o in g  c o n c e r n s  is  the a d m iss io n  p ressu re  on  the fa c ility . B e tw e e n  F Y 9 5  
and FYOO, A P I ’s  a d m is s io n s  h a v e  in creased  56% , w h ile  our b ed  ca p a c ity  h as a c tu a lly  d e c r e a se d  
to  our p resen t ca p a c ity  o f  7 4  b e d s . T h e a ttached  graph d em o n stra te s  the im p act o n  treatm ent  
ca p a c ity  (h ig h e r  a d m iss io n s , sh orter  len g th s  o f  s ta y ). B e c a u s e  our bed  ca p a c ity  is  lim ited  and * \c  
a d m iss io n s  frequ ent, w e  are  requ ired  to d isch a rg e  p a tien ts  q u ic k ly , lea d in g  to cr it ic ism  from  
s o m e  c o m m u n ity  m en ta l h ea lth  s e r v ic e  p rov id ers that th e  h o sp ita l s ta y s  o f  the p e r so n s  ad m itted  
to A PI arc  to o  short and that p a tien ts  are d isch a rg ed  b e fo r e  th ey  are read y  to  return to th eir  
c o m m u n itie s .

H o w e v e r , A P I treatm ent s t a f f  tru ly  h a v e  no  c h o ic e  but t< d isch a rg e  th e  m ajority  o f  ou r p a tien ts  
re la tiv e ly  q u ic k ly  b e c a u se  o th e r w ise  our b ed s w o u ld  q u ic k ly  fill up w ith  p a tien ts wi t h  lo n g er  
h osp ita l s ta y s  and our p a tien t c e n su s  w o u ld  not o n ly  q u ic k ly  reach  o u r  su p p o sed  m a x im u m  
ca p a c ity  o f  74 but so o n  se r io u s ly  e x c e e d  the b ed s a v a ila b le  (w e  h a v e  been  a s h igh  a s 88  in the  
last year o r  so ) .

T h erefo re , the reason  A PI fu lly  su p p o rts D E T  le g is la t io n  is that it en co u ra g e s  lo c a l c o m m u n ity  
h o sp ita ls  to ad m it and treat p e rso n s  e x p e r ie n c in g  a m enta l hea lth  c r is is  in their c o m m u n ity  o f  
res id en ce  rather than tran sp ortin g  th ese  in d iv id u a ls  to  A P I.



Page Two -  Senator Pete Kelly -  March 16, 2001

When we look at the annual increase in the number o f  API admits, we consider ourselves 
fortunate indeed that the DET statute has actually reduced referrals to API from the communities 
o f  Juneau and Fairbanks, and more recently from Kodiak and Nome.

Without the willingness o f  these hospitals to provide DET services, many o f  the persons 
admitted in the last few years to Bartlett Memorial Hospital in Juneau or Fairbanks Memorial 
Hospital, for example, would have been transported from their community (often in handcuffs!) 
and admitted to API instead, only further substantially increasing admission pressure on API.

However, as a result o f  the provisions o f  the DET legislation, admissions from Juneau remain 
very low and, with the recent opening o f  the Fairbanks Memorial Hospital’s expanded 
psychiatric unit, the admissions from Fairbanks to API have dropped substantially. This has 
been a real success story.

My concern would be, should the statutory authority to reimburse DET hospitals be allowed to 
sunset, that local hospitals would soon cease providing this service and the persons experiencing 
a mental health emergency requiring hospital-level care who now are able to be treated in their 
home community, near family and friends, would be transported to API for admission and 
treatment, neither a therapeutic or cost-effective solution.

I undcrstr 'd  that you are supportive o f  continuing this important service to Alaskans with mental 
illnesses, and I provide this letter to you to demonstrate to you the present value o f  funded DET 
services to API. If these local services wete not present, API would itself soon need additional 
budget funds to staff and operate the hospital to its increasing capacity.

If I can be o f  further assistance to you, or if you have any additional questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. And thank you for this opportunity to comment on die value o f  the DET 
legislation to API.

Respectfully yours.

Randall P. Bums 
Chief Executive Officer

cc: Anne Henry. DMHDD



SEV E N  (FISC A L) Y EA R DATA C O M P A R IS O N  
/  hiska Psychiatr ic  Institute

1

Admissions

FY94 
(114 Beils)

FY95* 
(79 Beds)

FY96 
(79 Beds)

FY97
(79Bcds)

FY98 
(79 Beils)

FY99 
(79 Beds)

FYOO** 
(74 Beds)

Increase 
from F3 95 | 
(o FYOO |

56% |1,052 946 1.164 1.258 1.352 1.350 1,480
Discharges 1,043 984 1,161 1,266 1.333 1.361 1,487 51%
Inpatient
Dnvs

35,144 23.208 23.382 25,403 25.421 26.205 23,260 or.

Highest
Daily
Census

112 72 71 91 84 88 80

J Lowest 
Daily 
Census

82 56 56 51 51 55 49

Average 
Daily 

| Census

96 64 64 70 70 72 64

i AI.OS’"'* 21
(28)

15
(351

13
(IK)

13
(21)

13
(IK)

13 
(211

10
(22)

* Follow ing a substantive budget cut, A P I down-si/cd from 114 beds to 79 beds in late 1994
** As a part o f the API 2000/Communily Mental Health Project, fo llow ing the placement o f  a number o f  long-term pa'ients in a residential 
program operated through ASSETS in Anchorage, clfcctivc January I. 2000 . AP I reduced its bed capacity on its longer term patient unit 
(Katm ai) by five beds, thus reducing A P I's total bed capacity to 74
* * *  “ A I.O S " means the a w r a n e  length of a n y  fo r a patient at AP I. the lop number provided in this row d c x t  not tnchiJe any pai.cnt at 
A P I whose stay exceeded six months Patients with lengths o f  stay in excess o f  six months are generally treated cn A P I's Katmat Unit, 
where their complex treatment or placement needs, or their legal Maius, frequently require stays m excess o f  six m< n lhsand olicn many years, 
it a lso will include any patient on A P I’ s Tuku Unit whose treatment needs may require stays that extend beyond six months Ibe bottom 
number in parentheses in this row rcllecis a LOS that includes a ll patients, regardless o f their length o f  May at the hospital
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March 26, 2001

Senator Pete Kelly 
State Capitol, Room 518 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Kelly:

As you know, Fairbanks and other sole-hospital communities across Alaska have 
struggled with providing quality local hospitalization for mentally ill adults. With 
your help over the past several years, Fairbanks, Juneau and Bethel have made 
great strides in taking care of local residents, and have significantly reduced the 
burden we have placed on Anchorage in our ability to treat mental health 
patients In our local communities.

Last year Fairbanks' public health and safety agencies reduced the number of 
mental health patients transferred to Alaska Psychiatric Institute from75 to 5, 
dramatically imracting the cost, inconvenience and level of care provided to 
these patients.

Thank you for championing SB-154. Repealing the sunset clause of the current 
Designated Evaluation and Treatment program profoundly and favorably impacts 
the care of and the cost to the mentally ill in Fairbanks, and across Alaska.

f Thank you for your help.

Mike Power s \
Administrator'
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital
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F.M.H./D.C. Medical Staff 
F a irba n k s  Mem orial Ho s pit a l / den a li C e n t e r  
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2 0 0 1  O f f i c e r s :

RlCHARO MatTa n . M .D .
t 'AEJIOCNT/CllilV O r  STAEf 

T i m o t h y T e s l O W .  M .D  
V ;c: PRESiDCnt 

DAVin WRIGLEY. M D  
SCCxkYAAr/TfEASURCR 

R i c h a r d  H u t c h i s o n ,  m o  
luvrtXATE PAST PfJCMOlCM

R i c h a r d  C o b d e n . M .D  
CltAl.l, BrLAWUCOMM(TTCC

Senator Pete Kelly 
State Capitol, Room 518 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Kelly,

I ain writing to you to request your support of SB-154, which I believe 
is vital to the continued growth of Mental Health not only in Fairbanks 
but also throughout the Interior. Hie funds made available though this 
Bill w ill continue lo support the ettbrts begun two years ago and assure 
ongoing growth and development of a Mental Health system 
throughout the State.

A current area of growth has been in the expansion of an inpatient unit 
here at Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, which has allowed for the 
provision ofpychiatriecaxe locally rather than in distant communities. 
The number of transfer from Fairbanks to Alaska Psychiatric Institute 
has significantly dropped and the development of nil acute care milieu 
and philosophy on the Mental Health Unit both attest to the changes 
that are being made. Future plans include growth in the areas of partial 
hospitalization and outpatient services to complete the network of 
services as we develop a comprehensive mental health s>stem for the 
Interior.

I hope that > ou will continue to support the efforts of our community 
and the growth of Mental Health in Alaska with SIM 54.

David Fuory. M D.
Cma.r, Ani.STmESA  

ART 51RAUSS. M D.
Chair. E uEROCn CT V ew ciN E  

CORRINC LflSTIKOW. M D.
C ka.r . P a a c t ic c

K e n n e t h  S t a r k s , m d
C.MAiA. INTERNAL MEOONK

DENNIS HARTUNG M.D.Chair. OB/CYN
John joosse. M D 

C hair. O R 'H C r- .c -c  S urgcry  
M iS m ELLEN A CE. M.D.

Chair rtCXATRiCS
T im TfStow. M .D .

C h a r . 3 j r g *j »t 
MARK BurCHCR. M .D .

Ch a .R C i /u R C c u fcA T n r .

CAROL p H 'L U rS.  M O.
Jtr fR lY Z tlC K E R M A N . M D .

PC .'NSAr ON KCPRCtk NTAnvt 5

R. Duane Hopson, M.D. 
Director o f  Mental Health

March 26, 2001
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Honorable Pete Kelly 
State Senate

D e a r  S en a to r  K elly:

R e g a rd in g  S B - 1 5 4 , 1 s t ro ng ly  e nco u rag e  supp o rt  o f  its passage  this session , for the  
fo l low ing  reasons:

• The bill repeals the sunset clause of the mental health treatment assistance 
program, established two years ago as part of the reform of the state mental health 
program.

■ The Designated Evaluation and Treatment Program (DET) promotes aceess to 
hospital care for menially ill individuals as close to home as possible.

■ This bill provides for the local hospitalization of mentally ill individuals who 
would otherwise be committed to API.

• Family members and local community providers would be involved in hospital 
care and discharge planning.

• This would result in shorter length of stays and more realistic follow-up care 
recommendations.

■ Fairbanks Mcmonal 1 fospital recently cxpandod its psychiatric unit in order to 
meet the needs of individuals who formerly were sent to API

As you can clearly sec, the success of the efforts over the last tw o years w ould be lost if 
the program is sunscttcd and Alaska returns to its former way of doing busir vs. I ask 
that you voice my vote of strong support of the passage of SB-154.

K e - e l ^ X .

RICHARD IIATTAN. M.D. 
Chief ofStafT 
Medical/Dental Staff of 
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital/Denali Center

Sincerely,
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E mergency M edicine A ssociates, p.c .

rH'JC U1

President, Carol J Phillips. M  D .. FACEP

M E M O R A N D U M

To: All Alaska Senators and Representatives
From: Emergency Medicine Associates. PC

Date: March 24,2001
Subject: Designated Evaluation and Treatment Program

The Designated Evaluation and Treatment program is vital to the treatment of our 
community’s mentally ill patients.
As you arc making your decision whether to pass SB-154, please keep in mind that patients 
need to be near family who know and care for them. Local doctors are familiar with our 
community's patients and can work in conjunction with patients’ families to plan treatments 
accordingly.
Please- I recommend strongly that you pass SB-154.
Thank you foryour tinte.

C & M P  $ L s 2 l k  |/y/)
Carol J. Phillips, MD VJ

P.O. Bo> 80848 
Fairbanks, Alaska 9970S-0S48 

Phone (9 0 7 )4 7 9 -5 1 1 7  
Fa.\ (907) 4 7 9 -5 1 1 0
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March 25, 2001

1949 G il lam Way, <5uitc D  
Fairbanks, Alaska 9 9 7 0 1  
P h o n e :  (907J  4 5 5 4 5 6 7  

Rix: (9 0 7 )  455-7675  
TTY: (9 0 7 )  4 5 5 -4 5 0 7

Senator Pete Kelly 
J1 j  North Cushman Suite 201 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

D e a r  S e i u l o f ^ e U y :

One in 5 adults has a diagnosable mental disorder and one in lour families will 
have a member with mental illness. Meeting the mental health needs of our 
communities remains one of the greatest challenges for healthcare providers. 
Many individuals needing treatment are unable to work because of their illness 
and will not seek needed inpatient treatment for fear of large medical bills, 
although they may be at risk of endungering themselves or others.

We urge you to support SB-154 introduced by Senator Kelly. The bill repeals 
the sunset clause of the mental health treatment assistance program. This 
program was established two years ago as part of the reform of the state 
mental health program. It provides for the local hospitalization of mentally ill 
individuals who would otherwise be committed to API. In many instances, 
tliis includes traveling from Fairbanks to Anchorage through the judicial 
system. This option con be frightening and detrimental to someone already 
su/Tcring from mental illness. With the expansion of the mental health unit at 
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital from 9-20 beds, the need to transport patients’ 
through the judicial system to API has drastically been reduced.

The Designated Evaluation and Treatment Program (DEO promotes access 
to hospital care for mentally ill individuals as close to home as possible. 
Involvement of family members and local community providers in hospital 
care and discharge planning results in shorter length of stays, more realistic 
follow-up care nrd local family support.

The 1998 statute clearly defines the boundaries of the program while 
encouraging local liospitals to take a greater role in providing care for the 
civilly committed patients. The success of the c/Torts over the last two years 
would be lost if the program is sunset ted and Alaska returns to its former way 
of doing business. By passing SB-154 before June 2001, access to local 
mental health core in Fairbanks and Alaska will continue the strengthening of 
local programs that began with the inception of the original bill.

Please contact me if I may provide further information. 

Sincerely,

Cheryl Kilgore



FROM : FPMI PHONE NO. : 456 5593 Mar. 26 2001 0 5 :36PM PI

NAMI of Fairbanks
P.O. BOX 72543 FAIRBANKS, AK 99707 PH: 907-156-4704 

FAX: 907-456-3593 e-mail: fami/<z)mo3quitoncLcom

March 26. 200 J

Senator Pete Kelly 
Stale Capitol, Room 518 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Kelly:

I strongly support the passage of SB-154 by the legislature this session.

The Designated Evaluation and Treatment Program (DET) encourages local treatment of the 
menially ill by community hospitals. Prior to the state mental health reforms of 1998 mentally 
ill individuals were sent to API The 1998 statute provides guidelines for extent of treatment 
to be given, as well as urging hospitals to offer expanded services for the mentally ill of their 
community. The sunset clause for the DET will go into effect at the end of June 2001

As advocates of the mentally ill in the Fairbanks Community we supportod the increased size 
and scope of Fairbanks Memorial Hospital’s psychiatric unit in order to facilitate care of Fair­
banks’ mentally ill individuals. Family support of s mentally ill patient is important to their 
recovery and decreases the patient’s length of stay By allowing patients to remain in the care 
of their community provider, the patient will receive the optimum continuum of care during 
and following hospitalization

The mental health assistance program is responsible for two years of progress in psychiatric 
treatment However, these two years of effort and progress will count for little if the sunset 
clause is allowed to go into effect Please join us in supporting the passage of SB-154

I enjoyed meeting you this last week and am pleased at your sincere regards of mental health 
issues Keep up the good work, and 1 lee! 1 have a friend in Juneau Thank-You

'Jackie Pananen 
President
N 'A M I o f  Fairbanks, A lask a , Inc
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Denali Center
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital
Limner Hctihh Systems
Denali Center Fa irbanks Memoria l Hosp ita l
1510 19th Avenue 1650 Cowles Street
Fairbanks. AK 90701 Fairbanks. AK 90/01-5000
(907) 458-5 ICO (007) 452-0101

Fax (907) 450 5324

M arch  26, 2001

Senator Pete Kelly 
Slate Capitol, Room 518 
Juneau, AK 99801*1182

Dear Senator Kelly:

This letter is written in support o f SB-154. Before making any decisions in regard to this bill, 1 
urge that the legislature review the following information.

• SB-1S4 concerns the sunset provision of the mental health treatment assistance program 
statute, which was instituted in 1998 as a port of the state mental health reform program.

• This statute and its’ corresponding program, the Designated Evaluation and Treatment 
Program (DHT). encourages hospitalization for the mentally ill in their home community. 
Under this statute mentally ill individuals are hospitalized locally, instead of being sent 
10 APJ.

• Treating mentally ill individuals in or near their home communities allows for family 
participation in treatment, as well as access to providers familiar with resources available 
to the individual after discharge. 1 his results in shorter length of stays and more 
practical post-hospilali2 aiion planning.

• In response to lliis statute and lo the needs of the community, Fairbanks Memorial 
Hospital lus upgraded its psychiatric unit to accommodate local hospitalization of 
mentally ill individuals and we plan for the future growth in meeting the needs of the 
menially ill.

Supporting ihesc efforts will continue to assure the ongoing growth and development of a strong 
mental health s>stem tliroughout the slate.

In conclusion, 1 hope you will recognize the importance o f supporting this hill in cider to provide 
quality patient c-uc to the community we rcrvc

Assistant Administrator
Inpatient Service*
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Alaska Community Mental Health 
Services Association 
3050 Fifth Avenue 
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

S e n a to r  P e te  K e l ly  
C ap i to l  R o o m  5 18  
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  99811

Re: S B  154

D e a r  S e n a to r  K e lly ,

T h e  A la sk a  C o m m u n i ty  M e n ta l  H e a l th  S e rv ic e s  A s s o c ia t io n  (A C M H S A )  su p p o r ts  y o u r  le g is la t io n  S B  
154 w h ich  re p e a ls  the  su n s e t  fo r  m e  D P T  p ro g ra m .

A C M H S A  is a  s ta te w id e  a s s o c ia t io n  re p re s e n t in g  all o f  the  n o n -p ro  lit m e n ta l  h e a l th  p ro v id e r s  in  the  
sta te . W e su p p o r t  th is  leg is la t io n  a n d  c o m m e n d  y o u r  le a d e rsh ip  w i th  this im p o r ta n t  m e n ta l  h e a l th  i s su e .

S ince re ly ,

R on  A d le r  
P res iden t

Ron Aillcr, Chair Pete Bravcman. Vice C'hair Diana S lr/ok . Secretary
Uremia Knapp. Ircauitcr Al-t-artfc: Bill Hogan, Doug Veil

Phone: (W7) 225-4135 FAX' (907 ) 247.4135 e mail rnna'ii'ciiy kelehikatl.ak.ui




