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House Resources Committee

S P O N S O R  ST A T E M E N T  -  H C R  13

H C R  13, "R elating to  the n o n re s id en t fee d ifferen tia l for com m ercial fishing 
p e rm its  an d  licenses, " expresses the L eg is la tu re 's  belief th a t all o f the d irec t an d  
in d ire c t costs th a t th e  sta te  h a s  su b m itted  to th e  co u rt sh o u ld  be in c lu d ed  in the 
fee d ifferen tia l fo rm u la .

T he co urts h ave  b e en  consisten t in  say ing  th a t the sta te  m u st d isco n tin ue  the 
p ractice  o f ch a rg in g  n o n -resid en t fishers th ree tim es the am o u n t th ey  charge a 
re s id e n t fisher. In stead  they  estab lish ed  a fo rm u la  th a t is to be u sed  to co m p u te  
the m ax im um  d ifference  th a t th e  sta te  can  charge  for n o n -res id en t licenses an d  
p e rm it fees. H o w ev er, in  a co u rt trial in Ju ne  2000, the S u p erio r C o u rt ru led  that 
on ly  tw o of the six b u d g e t ca tego ries th a t the sta te  su b m itte d  co u ld  be  coun ted  
w h en  ca lcu la ting  th e  an n u a l ex p en d itu res  for com m ercial fisheries m anagem ent. 
By d isa llo w ing  those  four b u d g e t categories, th e  S tate of A laska is faced w ith  a 
p o ten tia l S22.5 m illio n  liability. The S tate has ap p ea led  th a t decision  to the 
S u p rem e C o u rt a n d  w ill be a rg u in g  that all o f the item s lis ted  in th is reso lu tion  
sh ou ld  be in c lu d ed  in  the fo rm ula.

By se n d in g  this re so lu tio n  to the co u rt sy stem , w e a re  say in g  th a t w e su p p o rt the 
D ep artm en t of L aw  in  Its ap p ea l an d  stro n g ly  believe th a t item s su ch  as 
h a tcheries, h a rb o rs  a n d  cap ita l im p ro v em en ts  sh o u ld  be in c lu d ed  in the form ula.




