





HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

(Dllalt)e Referred toComittee: April 20,2001 FURTHER REFERRALS:
Daite of Conmittee Action:

The FINANCE Committee considered: HB 65
HOUSE BILL NO. 656 MEDICAL ASSISTANCE :BREAST/CERVICAL CANCER

""An Act relatirg toa new gotaaal group of persons eligile for medical assistancewho require treatment for
bresst or cervical canoer; and providing for an effectnecate.””
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CS HB 65 (HES) Analysis
Prepared by the Department of Health and Social Services

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Bresst and Carvical Cancer Early Detection
Progiam s designed to reduce breest and carvical cancer norbidity and nortality.
Women who do not receive regular screening and early detection are more likely to die
then women who recene regular screening and have trelr cancers detected early. The
fedkral govermment pays 100% of the aost of the screening program. At the envolled
provider’s office, women are screened for age and income eligibility and other payment
sutes.  Hno other payment sources are aailable, women sign an enrollment form
slatirg thet they are eligible for the program and meet income guicelines. The screening
program only covers tre screening far, and diagnosis of, bresst or cervical cancer.

Last year Congress passed legislataon alloving an enhanced match rate for treatment of
the cancers detected i this federal screeniing program by alloving those women without
other insurance coverage 1o become Medicaid eligible for the duration of treir cancer
Teatnent.

There are four CDC Bresst and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program grantees
geerating In Alaska: the State of Alaska; SouthCemtral Foundation (il
grantee/Andhorage) ; Southesst Regiional Health Consortiun (trial grantec/SE Alaska);
and Arctic Slope Native Association (ial grantee/MNorth Slope Borough.). In 2000, 72
Alaskan women were diagnosed with bresst or carvical cancer through one of the four
CDC prograns. OF those, 30 were Alaska Native, and 42 were rot. State gereral fuds
will only he needed for a portian of the aost of services far those women who are not
Indian Health Service bareficiaries (L).

The fisal note was based on the actual Medicaid experditures for FY2000 for all services for
women with a diagosis of bresst and carvical caoer. The average equerditures for these
cancers was $17,500 for bresst and $12,100 for carvical. Medicaid pays for services ata st fee
schedule and te providers agree to acospt thet payment as payment in Tull except for recuired
copayments. Again, tre aosts arc only for those women who are not Indian Health Service
bereficiaries. Because the women willl be eligible for Medicaid only for the duration of tre.r
bresst or carvical cancer treatnatt, the enrollment numbers are not cunulative over the lag

term. Women lose tteir Medicaid eligibility once treir treatmant scoplete.

Deportment of Health & Social Services
4/26/01
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The Honorable Brian Porter
January 12, 2001
Page 2

According to the American Cancer Society, an estimated 182,800 new cases of invasive
breast cancer and 12,800 new cases of invasive cervical cancer arc expected to occur
among women in the United States during 2000, resulting in an estimated 45,400 deaths.
As aresult of the recent congressional action, diagnosed, uninsured, low-income persons
can receive the treatment needed to save their lives. In order to extend this program to
Alaska women, | urge your prompt and favorable action on this legislation.

Sincerely,

146 lo 5





