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FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number J ________________
2001 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N  Bill Version: HB 239__________

(H) Publish D ate:____________ 4/25/01____________

Revision D ate/Tim e (N ote if correction):_____________________________ Dept. Affected: Education & Early D evelopm ent
Title: An Act estab lish ing  a pilot program  for a_____________ BRU: K-12 S upport__________________
regional learning cen te r.____________________________________________ C om ponent: B oarding H om e G rants_________
Sponsor: R ep . F o ste r_____________________________________ _ ___________________
R e q u e s te r  H ouse  Specia l Com m ittee on Education_____________ C om ponent N u m b er 148

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s ___________________________________________(T h o u s a n d s  o f D o lla rs)______________________
Note: A m ounts do  not include inflation un less o therw ise no ted  below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007

P ersonal S erv ices
Travel
C ontractual
Supplies
Equipm ent
Land & S truc tu res
G rants & Claim s
M iscellaneous

75.0 311 .0 311.0 311 .0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 75.0 311 .0 311.0 311 .0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I I  I I I I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) [ [ | I I I I

FUND SO URCE__________________________    (T housands of Dollars)
1002 F edera l R eceip ts
1003 G F Match
1004 GF
1005 G F/Program  R eceip ts 
1037 G F/M ental Health 
O ther (Specify Type)

75.0 311 .0 311.0 311.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 75.0 311 .0 311.0 311.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate  o f a n y  c u r re n t y e a r  (FY2001) c o a t: 0 .0

C h eck  th is  b o x  (X) If fu n d in g  fo r th is  bill is  in c lu d e d  In th e  G o v e rn o r’s  FY 2002  budget p ro p o s a l:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-tim e
Tem porary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This legislation would require the department to develop a pilot program for a regional learning center within the Bering Strait School 
District The department would establish a contract with a school district to operate the pilot rogionel learning center. The contract would 
require the school district to provide the department with periodic reports a s  to the progress of the pilot project including an assessm ent of 
student performance as it relates to the implementation of the project.
Estimated cost include a planning grant of $75,000 in FY02.
Operational grants for FY03 through FY05 will be $311,000 ennually.
See attached analysis.

P repared  by: Eddy J e a n s . School Finance M an ag er______________________________________ P h o n e  465-8679
Division Education S uppo rt S erv ices_______________    D ate/T im e 4/24/01 12:00 AM

A pproved by: Bruce Jo h n so n , D eputy C om m issioner of Ed jca tio n ___________________  D ete 4/25/01_________________
A gency Educalion & Early Dovolupmant_______________________________________

For distribution Information, cell the Governor's Legislative Office 
(«** 2/7«ooi owe)    »  _ x  ,  P a g e ___1___o f ___ 2

COMMITTEE COPY
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Fiscal Analys is o f HB 239,FN#1

1) Provides fo r 2 f u l l  tim e house parents. $120,000

2) 1 Program  Coord inator 75,000

3) T ransportation fo r students 60,000 
20 student X 40 un its  X $300

4) Food 56.000
20students X  40 un its  X  7 days X $10 $311,000
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Alaska House of Representatives

907-443-5036 
Fax 907-2162

Nome. AK 99762

R ichard F oster
P.O .Box 1630

D uring Session 
State Capitol Rm. 410 
Juneau, A K 99S01-1182 
907-465-3789 
Fax 907-465-3242

M ajority  W hip

HB 239

"A n  A c t establishing a pilot program  fo r a regional learnin g ce n te r"

S ponsor 's  S ta tem ent

The Tw enty-first Alaska Legislature through the Legislative Budget and 
Audit Committee (L B & A ) hearings found indications o f broad support for regional 
learning centers. Several communities have expressed interest in creating regional 
boarding programs focused on the special interests of their region.

The L B & A  meeting in Nome helped create a renewed interest in the 
possibility o f a regional boarding school that would teach vocational skills and 
other job related and living skills that are not available in the high schools o f small 
isolated communities.

The Bering Strait School District and the Nome City School District have 
been exploring the feasibility o f a cooperative program that would utilize the 
existing Nome B eltz School complex to develop and operate a pilot regional 
learning program.

The Bering Strait School District and the Nome Common Council have both 
taken actions to support the creation of a pilot program and to seek federal funding 
to help cover program planning and initial operation costs.

A conceptional overview of the program is contained in the March 20, 2001 
letter from, Dr. John Davis, Superintendent of the Bering Strait School District. 
The April 26, 2001 letter from Mary Knodel, Nome Common Council Member 
helps to define and support the concept.

Alaknnuk, Brcvig M ission, Chcvuk, Ulim, Hmmonak, Cambell, Golovin, Hooper Bay, Koilik, Koyuk, Mckoryuk, Mountain 
Village, Newtok. Nighlmutc, Nome, Pitka’s Point, St. M ary’s, St. Michael, Savoongu, Scammon Buy, Shaktoolik, Sheldon Point.

Stebbins, Teller, Toksook Buy, Tununak, Unalaklcct. White Mountain



Celebrating 100 Years of Gold Rush History 
Incorporated April 9, 1901

March 15, 2001

The Honorable Richard Foster 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capital, Room 410 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Foster:

On behalf of the City of Nome, Alaska, I wish to state our strong support for a Regional Learning 
Center in Nome.

A Regional Learning Center would be a new type of residential educational institution that will 
provide both college preparatory, college level, and vocational training to students in grades 11 
through 14. The Learning Center will expose junior and senior high school students to college level 
expectations and allow those who desire a university education a longer transition from rural 
villages to education in urban Alaska.

Our regional education leaders who are closely acquainted with the career educational needs of 
our students are highly excited about the proposal and opportunity to improve and enhance the 
quality of education at the secondary and post-secondary levels. Being fully aware that a great 
majority of Nome students do not progress on to college (due to the high costs of tuition, boarding 
and travel to Anchorage, Juneau or Fairbanks and the impracticalities of leaving in their families for 
great lengths of time), educators see the program offerings at the Nome-Beltz complex as 
attractive options for individuals to acquire career skills and become qualified, credible members of 
the Alaskan job force.

Nome already has an institutional advantage on which we can build at our Nome-Beltz school 
complex and a University of Alcska-Fairbanks campus site. Siting such a program in Nome makes 
sense due to the size of the population in our region, the transportation hub and municipal 
infrastructure resources in place, as well as the fact the City provides tax-generated fiscal support 
to education programs.

The City of Nome has prepared a concept document which provides information on renovation 
costs, student projections, curriculum and conceptual operations budget to convert and utilize the 
William E. Beltz facility as a regional le^cnino/vocational education center.

We are working 
Center p; 
addition

Sincere 
CITY C

Leo B^Rasmussen 
Mayor

ith the Beriho Straits Sdhool District to develop a Regional Learning 
benefit of alTfetudents jn our region. We stand by prepared to assemble 

at your request.

P. O. Box 281 • Nome, Alaska 99762 • Telephone 907-443-NOME • Fax 907-443-5349
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(907)624-3611

BERING STRAIT SCHOOL DISTRICT

20 M arch, 2001
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The H o n orab le  R ichard  Foster 
The H o u se  of R epresen ta tives 
A laska  State C ap ito l 
Ju n eau  AK 99801-1182

D ear R ep resen ta tive  Foster:

O v er the p a s t tw o  m o n th s , the  B ering S trait School D is tric t an d  th e  N o m e  C ity  
School D istrict h av e  b e g u n  d iscussions about w o rk in g  to g e th e r to b e tte r  se rv e  the 
s tu d en ts  in the reg ion . This le tter is to serve as an in tro d u c tio n  to o u r  d iscussions.

T he school d is tric ts  h av e  b een  ta lk ing  abou t develop ing  a reg io n a l le a rn in g  cen te r 
located  in  N om e. T he learn in g  cen te r w ou ld  use  the availab le  sp ace  at th e  N o m e  
Beltz H igh  School. It w o u ld  be necessary  to refu rb ish  an d  reh ab ilita te  the  s tu d e n t 
h o u sin g  and  th e  vocational educa tion  facilities.

The tw o  school d is tric ts  w ill be seeking  su p p o rt to p ro v id e  p ro g ra m  d ev e lo p m en t 
for a d e m o n s tra tio n  p ro jec t, s u p p o r t  to o p e ra te  the  p ro g ra m  a n d  fu n d in g  to 
rem odel liv ing  q u a rte rs  an d  classroom  space.

The p rim ary  goal of the cen ter is to su p p o rt and  su p p lem en t the  local h ig h  school 
p ro g ram s by  e x p a n d in g  the career aw areness and skills of s tu d e n ts . E v en tu a lly , 
w e en v is io n  a p ro g ra m  th a t w o u ld  su p p o rt the  e d u ca tio n a l p ro g ra m  for h ig h  
schoo l age s tu d e n ts  an d  y o u n g  p eo p le  look ing  to  co m p le te  th e ir  h ig h  school 
p ro g ram  o r b eg in  tra in in g  for a career.

w h i t e  m o u n t a i n  T he B ering  S tra it re g io n  h as  sev era l ca ree r o p p o r tu n i t ie s  th a t  n o w  re q u ire  
sign ifican t im p o rta tio n  of qualified  staff from  o u t of the  reg ion  an d  even  o u t of the 
s ta te . T hese  a re a s  a re  e d u c a tio n , h e a lth  care , t ra n s p o r ta t io n  (a v ia tio n ) a n d  
g o v e rn m e n t se rv ices  (law  enfo rcem ent). We b e liev e  th a t the  d e v e lo p m e n t o f a 
p ro g ra m  to h e lp  in tro d u c e  s tu d e n ts  to caree r o p p o r tu n itie s  w ill e n h an c e  the  
reg io n 's  ability  to fill these  jobs w ith  local studen ts.

T he seco n d  a sp e c t o f th is  p ro g ra m  is the d e v e lo p m e n t o f th e  re s id e n tia l  
co m p o n en t. O u r  goal w ill be  to d ev e lo p  a p ro g ra m  th a t w ill p re p a re  y o u n g  
peo p le  to learn  the n eed ed  skills to live and  w o rk  in d e p en d e n tly . In ad d itio n , the 
p ro g ram  w ill h- Ip s tu d e n ts  earn  the basic skills req u ired  of a p e rso n  en te r in g  the 
w ork  force or ap p ren tice  p ro g ram . C u rren tly  m ost ap p ren tice  p ro g ram s  req u ire  a 
h igh school d ip lo m a  and  ach ievem en t of the age 18.

The cen te r w o u ld  e x p an d  the o p p o rtu n ity  for the  p u b lic  schoo l sy s te m , social 
se rv ice  agencies  (K aw erak ), econom ic  d ev elo p  o rg a n iz a tio n s  (N SED C) an d  the
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c o m m u n ity  co llege to coo rd in a te  an d  m ax im ize  serv ices n o w  b e in g  p ro v id e d  in 
the  reg ion .

I h o p e  th is g ives you  an  o v e rv iew  of o u r  early  d iscu ssio n s. Y our s u p p o r t  and  
re c o m m en d a tio n s  ab o u t h o w  w e m ig h t g en era te  the re q u ire d  s u p p o r t  w o u ld  be 
ap p rec ia ted .

Shou ld  you  o r  y o u r staff have  any q uestion , p lease  let m e know .

S incerely,

D n jp h h  A. D av is 
S u p e rin ten d en t

C. Weyiouanna, Pres., BSSD Board 
S. Swope, Supt., Nome CSD 
Nome Citv Council




