





Health, Education, and Social Services Com m ittee
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HB 209 PROGRAM F IRHF_’%QHER FIOSTER CHILDREN

House bill 209 relates to die establishment of a foster care transition program for transitioning certain state
foster care recipients age 18 to 21.

This bill is necessary so that die state may continue to receive federal money to provide die support and
sendees needed to assure diat these young adults are able to manage their independence after they have
reached the age of majority in foster care. Programs are in place for these individuals while thev arc in
state foster care; this bill will make it possible to continue to provide support and sendees after they reach
the age of majority as required by the Foster Care Independence Act of 1999.

This bill would direct die Deparuncnt of Health and Social Sendees to design, develop, and implement a
foster care transition program to provide support and sendees to young adults who have reached the age
of 18 while in state foster care. The program may provide some or all of the following sendees to these
young adults: education and vocational training, assistance in obtaining basic education and training,
career and employment sendees, training in basic life skills, housing and utilin- assistance, mentoring and
counseling, and other appropriate sendees to complement the efforts of these former state foster care
recipients to achieve self-sufficicncv.

Alaska State Capitol, Room 106 « Juneau, Alaska 99801
(907) 465-3759 phone * (907) 465-4587 fax
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Y outh age 16 or olderin DFYS Custody as of M arch 2,2001

Total Number 175
Number over 18 years old 36
Age
16 years 18 years
Region or older orolder

Anchorage 59 14

Northern Region 58 12

Aniak 2 0

Barrow 8 2

Bethel 13 1

Delta 4 1

Fairbanks 20 4

Ft. Yukon 2 1

Galena 1 0

Kotzebue 1 1

Nome 3 1

St. Mary’s | 4 1

South Central Region 29 6

Cordova 1 0

Dillingham | 2 0

Kenai | 6 1

King Salmon 1 1 0

Kodiak 1 2 1

Mat-Su | 11 3

Seward | 2 c

Unalaska | 2 1 0

Valdez | 2 | 1

Souti. 'ast Region 29 4

Craig | 1 1

Juneau | 20 3

Ketchikan | 2 0

Petersburg | 2 0

Sitka | 4 0

TOTAL

175 36

Permanency Plan Goal

Adoption

Guardianship

Independent Living
Permanent Relative Placement
Permanent Foster Care

Return to Home

Number

12
25

32
94



Youth age 16 or older in DFYS Custody as of March 2, 2001

The following tables arc the result of a direct telephone survey to social workers who have
youth age 16 or older on their caseloads who are currently in the foster care system. A total
number of 182 youth were identified by PROBER. O f this population, 15 were identified as
being under DJJ authority and were eliminated form the sample, leaving a total of 167 youth
age 16 or olderwho were in DFY S foster care.

From this population, we received atotal of 126 responses, for a 75% response rate. W hile the
responses are not a stratified sample, it is safe to assume that simple percentages from the
response population may be extrapolated to the total population. These tables also identify
the number of youth in the response population that were age 18 or older as of March 1, 2001.

Youth’s Permanency Goal Numberof Percent Extrapolated
responses of number in
responses  total
population
Adoption 10 7.9% 13
Long Term Residential 5 4.0% 7
Runaway 3 2.4% 4
Dismissed 2 1.6% 3
Guardianship 8 6.3% n
Independent Livu 71 56.3% A
Relative Placement a 2.4% 4
Return Home i 13.5% 23
Unknown n 5.6% 9
TOTAL 1261 100.0% 167
Disability Number of  Percent Extraoolated
responses of number in
responses  total
population
physical 2! 1.6% 3
learning 4 11.1% 19
emotional 21 21.4% 36
FAS/FAE ! 5.6%! 9
substance abuse ! 5.6% 9
other a 2.4% 4
none 6l 52.4% 87
TOTAL 1261  100.0%| 167
Would remain in custody past Number Percent Extrapolated
high-school? of of number in
responses responses  total
population
yes 42 33.3% 56
no 48| 38.1% 64
maybe 7| 5.6% 9
unk/na 291 23.0% 38
it tl 1261  100.0% 167
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