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Alaska State Legislature

Senator Robin Taylor 
District A

For Immediate Release: March 20,2001  
Contact: Sen. Robin Taylor, (907) 465-3873

Senate Keeps HAMS Operating
(JUNEAU) -  The Alaska Senate passed legislation today ensuring that municipalities will give amateur 
radio operators reasonable zoning allowances to help keep them on the air.

“When disaster strikes in Alaska, our amateur radio operators, or HAMS, are there,” said Sen. Robin 
Taylor (R-Wrangell). “Within 15 minutes of the Good Friday earthquake in 1964, a Valdez radio operator 
was broadcasting damage reports and calls for aid. This commitment continues today. Amateur radio 
operators assisted with emergency communications during the Miller’s Reach fire in 1996, and the 
avalanches in Turnagain Pass and on the Thane Road in Juneau last spring.”

In 1985 the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) issued a rule that requires zoning authorities to 
reasonably accommodate amateur radio operators’ antenna needs. Senate Bill 78, sponsored by Taylor, 
would follow 10 other state legislatures by supporting this federal rule.

SB 78 would not allow municipal restrictions on radio antenna heights to be lower than the established 
FCC guidelines as outlined according to population density for a given area. The legislation would also 
allow radio antennas that arc already built to remain if municipalities pass new zoning restrictions.

“Alaska is a vast country and when disaster strikes, quick and reliable communication is essential for 
saving lives and getting communities re-connected to the state as quickly as possible,” said Taylor. 
“Because of the key role our amateur radio operators play in our communications system, it is in the best 
interest of the state to help keep them on the air.”
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The national association 
for AMATEUR RADIO

Section Manager 
Larry “Kent” Petty, KL5T 

21440 Falling Water Circle, Eagle River, AK 99577 
907-694-5856 k!5t@arrl.net

February 15,2001

Senator Robin Taylor 
State Capitol, Room 30 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Taylor,

We, the members o f the Alaska amateur radio community (over 3000 strong), are asking for your 
support in passing Senate Bill Number 78, entitled, “An Act relating to municipal regulation o f  
radio antennas.” This is a state affirmation o f  a 1985 rule issued by the Federal Communications 
Commission entitled PRB-1. As the federal rule says, our proposal simply requires that local 
zoning authorities reasonably accommodate the antenna needs o f  Amateur Radio operators. We 
are not attempting to “blaze” new territory. Ten states have already adopted state “PRB’s,” and 
others are in the drafting stage now. The language o f the bill ensures that the minimal technical 
requirements to conduct amateur communications are preserved.

Your support o f  Amateur Radio operators in Alaska is important. Ham radio operators are 
valuable assets to the community. Historically, the Amateur Radio service has been at the 
forefront o f  communication technology. The concept o f broadcasting began when listeners 
overheard amateur stations exchanging weather reports and baseball scores. The first land 
mobile systems were built by amateurs. Amateurs built the first single-sideband radios and the 
first handheld radios were built by amateurs. Even present day cellular telephone technology 
had its origins in amateur packet radio. There is an Amateur Radio station on the International 
Space Station to communicate with school children.

When a disaster strikes, Amateur Radio is there to assist with relief operations immediately. In 
‘ALASKA’S DARKEST HOUR’ on that Good Friday in 1964, Amateur Radio operators were 
there and they did their job. We must admire the strength o f that operator in Valdez, who was 
able to get on the air with damage reports and calls for aid, 15 minutes after loosing his teenage 
son to the tsunami. Please read the account and service o f Radio Amateurs in “The Alaska 
Story” from QST July 1964 attached to this letter. “Ham” Radio is as Alaskan as sourdough.

Amateur radio operators continue to practice their craft and directly support emergencies such as 
the Miller’s Reach Fire, the Juneau/Thane Avalanche, and the Tumagain Pass Avalanche. They 
team with and work side-by-side with government agencies and officials during mass casualty 
and other disaster preparedness drills. They donate thousands o f hours o f support volunteering 
their time and equipment to provide communications for such public events as the Iditarod, 
Anchorage Fur Rendezvous, Walk for Hope, the Yukon Quest, and countless others.
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Y our support o f  th is bill is critical to o u r ab ility  to  provide em ergency  and public  service 
com m unications support to  a w ide array  o f  custom ers th roughout A laska, the U nited S tates, and 
the w orld  w hen  needed  -  typ ically  w ith  no notice and w hen least expected.

R espectfu lly  and  M ost Sincerely,

L arry K ent P etty
A m ateur R adio  S tation K L 5T
A laska Section  M anager
A m erican R adio  R elay  L eague (A R R L )
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LEGAL SERVICES

(907; 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M February  2 8 ,2 0 0 1

SUBJECT M unicipal regu lation  o f  radio antennas. (SB  78)

TO S enator R obin  Taylor 
Attn: D arrell T hom as

FROM T am ara B rand t Cool 
D irector

H ere is th e  sectional sum m ary you  requested.

Sec. 1. M akes the new  prov ision  in sec. 2 o f  the b ill a  hom e rule lim itation.

Sec. 2. R equires a  m unicipality  tha t regulates radio antennas to  reasonab ly  accom m odate 
am ateur rad io  antennas. T he m unicipality  m ay require reasonab le and custom ary 
engineering  practices to  be fo llow ed in  the erection  o f  am ateur rad io  an tennas and m ay 
n o t restric t the num ber o f  support structures fo r an antenna. Sets lim its as to height 
restric tions that a m unicipality  m ay place on  am ateur rad io  antennas. W ithin  the 
restric tions set out, perm its a  m unicipality  to im pose requirem ents to m eet clearly  defined 
objectives w ith  respect to the erection, m aintenance, and  operation  o f  am ateur radio 
antennas.

T B C :lm b:g lc
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Alaska State Legislature
Chairman,
Judiciary Committee

Vice-Chairman, 
Administrative Regulations 
Revenue Committee

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

(907) 465-3873 
Fax: (907) 465-3922

50 Front Street 
Suite 203 

Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 
(907) 225-8088 

Fax: (907) 225-0713
Member,
Transportation Committee 
Resources Committee

Senator Robin L. Taylor
SPONSOR STATEMENT 

SB 78

SB 78 is a state affirmation of a 1985 rule issued by the Federal Communications 
Commission entitled PRB-1. As in the federal rule, this bill simply requires that local 
zoning authorities reasonably accommodate the antenna needs of Amateur Radio 
operators. This bill is not attempting to blaze new trails. Ten states have already 
adopted state “PBR’s”, and others are in the drafting stage now. The language of this 
bill ensures that the minimal technical requirements to conduct amateur 
communications are preserved.

Our support of Amateur Radio operators in Alaska is important. Ham radio operators 
are valuable assets to the community. Historically, the Amateur Radio service has been 
at the forefront of communication technology. The concept of broadcasting began when 
listeners overheard amateur stations exchanging weather reports and baseball scores. 
The first land mobile systems were built by amateurs. Amateurs built the first single­
sideband radios and the first handheld radios were built by amateurs. Present day 
cellular telephone technology had its origins in amateur packet radio. There is an 
Amateur Radio station on the International Space Station to communicate with school 
children.

When disaster strikes, Amateur Radio is there to assist with relief operations 
immediately. On Good Friday in 1954, Amateur Radio operators were there. We must 
admire the strength of that operator in Valdez, who was able to get on the air with 
damage reports and calls for aid, 15 minutes after losing his teenage son to the 
tsunami.

Amateur radio operators continue to practice their craft and directly support 
emergencies such as the Miller’s Reach Fire, the Juneau/Thane Avalanche, and the 
Turnagairi Pass Avalanche. They team with and work side by side with government 
agencies and officials during mass casualty and other disaster preparedness drills. 
They donate thousands of hours of support volunteering their time and equipment to 
provide communications for such public events as the Iditarod, Anchorage Fur 
Rendezvous, Walk for Hope, the Yukon Quest and countless others.

SB78 would give them the ability to provide emergency and public service 
communications support to a wide array of customers throughout Alaska, the United 
States and the world when needed, typically with no notice.

District A:
Hyder • Ketchikan • Kupreanof •  Meyers Chuck • Petersburg • Saxman •  Sitka • Wrangeli 

E-mail: Scnator_Robin_Taylor@legis.statc.ak.us
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2001 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 03/02/2001 2:55p.m. 
Title: Municipal regulation of radio antennas_______

Sponsor:
Requester:

Senator Taylor

Fiscal Note Number. 
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

Dept. Affected:
[BRU: _______
Component:_______

SB 78

DCED
C om m . A s s t  & E con . Dev.
C om m un ity  a n d  B u s in e s s

Senate CRA Component Number
D ev e lo pm en t

2486

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I
ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2001) cost:
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2002 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Th is leg is la tio n  w ou ld  h a v e  n o  f is c a l im p a c t o n  th e  d e p a r tm e n t

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency

(Rbv 2/7/2001 OMB)

Pat Poland. Director Phone 269-4580
Community and Business Development
Commissioner Deborah B. Sedwick

Date/Time 03/02/2001 2:55p.m. 
Date 3/5/2001

Department of Community & Economic Development
F o r  d is tr ib u tio n  in fo rm ation, c a ll th e  G o v e rn o r 's  L eg is la tiv e  O ffice
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Alaska State Legislature
Senator Robin Taylor 
District A
State Capitol Rm 30, Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 Phone (907)465-3873 Fax (907)465-3922

Memorandum
TO: Representatives Morgan and Meyer, Co-Chairs

House Community & Regional Affairs
FROM: Senator Robin L. Taylor

DATE: March 27, 2001

RE: SB 78 -  Request for Hearing

SB 78 has been referred to House Community & Regional Affairs. I respectfully 
request that this bill be scheduled for hearing at your earliest convenience.

We have enclosed a copy of the Sponsor Statement and the Fiscal Note.

Should you have questionnaire need additional information, please call me at Ext. 
3717.

Thank you for your consideration.

Darrell Thomas 
Special Projects

l U n t x i  -  - f ' 3 x
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Stale Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 9*>H01 - 1182 

(907) •16*5-387.) 
FtlX: (907) -165-3922

50 From Street 
Suite 203 

Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 
(907) 225-8088 

Mix: (907) 225-0713Senator Robin L. Taylor
SPONSOR STATEMENT 

SB 78

SB 78 is a state affirmation of a 1985 rule issued by the Federal Communications 
Commission entitled PRB-1. As in the federal rule, this bill simply requires that local 
zoning authorities reasonably accommodate the antenna needs of Amateur Radio 
operators. This bill is not attempting to blaze new trails. Ten states have already 
adopted state “PBR’s”, and others are in the drafting stage now. The language of this 
bill ensures that the minimal technical requirements to conduct amateur- ' 
communications are preserved ~

Our support of Amateur Radio operators in Alaska is important. Ham radio operators 
are valuable assets to the community. Historically, the Amateur Radio service has been 
at the forefront of communication technology. The concept of broadcasting began when 
listeners overheard amateur stations exchanging weather reports and baseball scores. 
The first land mobile systems were built by amateurs. Amateurs built the first single­
sideband radios and the first handheld radios were built by amateurs. Present day 
cellular telephone technology had its origins in amateur packet radio. There is an 
Amateur Radio station on the International Space Station to communicate with school 
children.

When disaster strikes, Amateur Radio is there to assist with relief operations 
immediately. On Good Friday in 1954, Amateur Radio operators were there. We must 
admire the strength of that operator in Valdez, who was able to get on the air with 
damage reports and calls for aid, 15 minutes after losing his teenage son to the 
tsunami.

Amateur radio operators continue to practice their craft and directly support 
emergencies such as the Miller’s Reach Fire, the Juneau/Thane Avalanche, and the 
Turnagain Pass Avalanche. They team with and work side by side with government 
agencies and officials during mass casualty and other disaster preparedness drills. 
They donate thousands of hours of support volunteering their time and equipment to 
provide communications for such public events as the Iditarod, Anchorage Fur 
Rendezvous, Walk for Hope, the Yukon Quest and countless others.

SB78 would give them the ability to provide emergency and public service 
communications support to a wide array of customers throughout Alaska, the United 
States and the world when needed, typically with no notice.

District A:
Hyder • Ketchikan • Kupreanof • Meyers Chuck • Petersburg • Saxman • Sitka • Wrangell 

E-niuil: Scnator_Robin_Taylor@legis.statc.ak.us
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FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A LA SK A
2001 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

R ev is io n  D ate/T im e  (N o te  if c o rre c tio n ) : 03/02/2001 2:55p.m . 
Title: M u n ic ip a l r e g u la t io n  o f r a d io  a n t e n n a s _________

No. 1
Bill Version: SB 78
(S) Publish Date: 3 /15/01

D op t. A ffe c te d : 
'B R U : ^
C o m p o n e n t:

D C E D
Com m . A sst & Econ. Dev.
C om m unity an d  B usiness

S p o n s o r :
R e q u e s te r :

S e n a t o r  T a y lo r D eve lopm ent
S e n a t o  C R A C o m p o n e n t  N u m b e r : 2486

Expenditures/Revenues
N o te : A m o u n ts  d o  n o t in c lu d e  in f la tio n  u n l e s s  o th e rw is e  n o te d  b e low .

(Thous an d s  of Dollars)

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S FY 2002 FY  2003 FY  2004 FY 2005 FY  2006 FY 2007
P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s  
T rav e l 
C o n tr a c tu a l  
S u p p l ie s  
E q u ip m e n t 
L a n d  & S t r u c tu r e s  
G r a n ts  & C la im s  
M is c e l la n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

|C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( )

1002 F e d e r a l  R e c e ip t s
1003 G F  M a tc h
1004 G F
1005 G F / P ro g ram  R e c e ip t s  
1037 G F/M en ta l H e a lth  
O il ie r  ( S p ec ify  T ype)

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t im a t e  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY2001) c o s t :
C h e c k  t h i s  b o x  (X) if f u n d i n g  f o r  t h i s  b ill i s  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  FY  2002 b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l :  

P O S IT IO N S
Full- tim e
P art- tim e
T e m p o ra ry

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This leg islation would h av e  no  fiscal im pact on  Iho dopartm an t.

P r e p a r e d  by: 
D iv is ion
A p p ro v e d  by: 
A g e n c y

(Rev 2/7/2001 OMB)

P a t  P o la n d ,  D ire c to r P h o n e  269-4580
C o m m u n ity  a n d  B u s in e s s  D e v e lo p m e n t
C o m m is s io n e r  D e b o r a h  B. S e d w ic k

D a te/T im e  03/02/2001 2 :55p.m . 
D a te  3/5/2001

D e p a r tm e n t  o f C o m m u n ity  & E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t____________
For distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
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