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HB 289

I would respectfully request a hearing on HB 289, “Effective Date of a Municipal 
Manager Plan and the Repeal of a Municipal Manager Plan” at your earliest convenience.

Thank you for your consideration of the request.
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SPONSOR STATEMENT  
House Bill 289

Effective Date o f a Municipal Manager Plan and the Repeal o f a Municipal
Manager Plan

HB 289, “An Act relating to the effective date of a municipal manager plan that has been 
adopted and to the effective date of the repeal of a municipal manager.” would ensure 
that a change in the form of government will not affect an existing mayor.

Alaska’s local governments operating under a strong mayor or manager system are 
subject to change through voter action. This system ensures citizens have the right to 
choose the type of local government they prefer. At the same time, changing from a 
strong mayor to a mayor/manager form of government or vice-versa can create confusion 
for voters who are unclear what office a candidate is actually seeking. Additionally, 
candidates who are running for mayor, may be elected to a position in which they had no 
intention of serving.

HB 289 amends Section 1. AS 29.20.480(a) to read: The manager plan takes effect on 
the day after the last day of the term of mayor in office on the date the plan is 
adopted by the governing body. The bill also amends Sec. 2 AS 29.20.520 to read: The 
reorganization provisions take effect on the day after the last day o f the term of 
mayor in office on the date the provisions are enacted.

W hile it is reasonable to assume that municipal government officials will coordinate 
administration changes in a manner that will protect the community and its citizens,
HB 289 will ensure that happens. This bill will also clear up any confusion in a 
municipal government change, by putting those provisions into statute. I urge you to join 
me in supporting this bill.
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SU B JEC T: Sectional summary (HB 289)

TO : Representative Gary Stevens
Attn: Doug Letch

FR O M : Tamara Brandt Cook q (
Director y  y

Sec. 1. Under existing law when a manager plan is approved by the municipal voters, the 
governing body must adopt the plan. Under this change, the plan will not take effect until 
after the term oi the mayor in office when the plan is adopted.

Sec. 2. Under existing law when a manager plan is repealed the governing body must 
enact reorganization provisions. Under this change, those provisions will not take effect 
until after the term of the mayor in office when the provisions are enacted.

Note that the statutes that deal with municipal manager plans are not now limitations on 
home rule municipalities and do not limit home rule municipalities under this bill.
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