


SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT
First Committee of Referral

DATE: 1/20/00 FURTHER: Finance

Date of 5-Dav Notice: [/ID 0® DATETURNED ./7 a QQ
(in-accordance with Uniform Rfule 23) INTO OFFICE; [
Transportation Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 203

"An Act relating to metropolitan planning organizations and to de3|gnat|on of a metropolitan planning
organization for the Anchorage metropolitan area; and providing for an effective date."

and recommends; Senat Pill:
[ ] be replaced with )| Fp%'v“vetﬁfe.”,
[ ] adopt previous ) [ ]%ggug ﬁ Itltle
[ ] attached amendment(s) &

[ ] adopt Letter of Intent by _ Committee
[ ] further referral tothe Committee

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

9-
CHAIRY CHAIR:
NEW FjISCAL NOTE(S) PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S)*
Department Date Zero Fiscal Department Date Zero Fiscal

[ 1] APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note Ainclude fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s bill



Alaska State Legislature

Interim:

Session:
Slate Capitol, Room 423 716 W. 4th Avenue, Ste. 450
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 Anchorage, AK 99501-2133
(907) 465-4921 (907) 258-8183

Senate Transportation Committee

SPONSOR STATEMENT
for SB 203
METROPOLITANPLANNING AUTHORITY

SB 03 cod|| S hatfu re Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) within the State
t [ P c?a cp tng r?ahoraeMe(tro o?gan rea

as ka be e |nsta te an
Trans ortatlon @ the Anc o cN oper tln% agr 3/|ncrea5|ng
the Icy commltte emoershi to even | Anc rage egls ator
non otmg members; one membe each from the sen eand house.

Last session Senate Bill 135 a ver3|on S|m||ar 0 Senate Bill 203, passed the State Senate
u%asl eas t06n s but failed to be adopted by the House. The flnaI version of Bl35
s fnnaon)gose \ the Department 0 Tans ortati nort eAnc orage Mayor's Office.

rsion of SB 13 reﬁ[)esentege}] oncerted effort of compro |seb fween the
sponsor, house committee me the administration.

erS an
The Code of Federal Regulation states that “to the extent possible” metropolitan

Iannlng organlz tions should be establlsh d ynder specific state legislation. This
Eedgra aW IS the Dasis Tor section one OF this Teglslatmn which codifies that future I\/IPOs

esignated In state statute.

AMATS, the Anchora eMPO Created in 1976 bP{ an 9reement between the
Governor and the Mayor of Anchora etocomgey dea %H] ﬂcom ur(]|t|es
over 50,000 |npopu|a ontohavea PO In ordér to qualify for federal hignway funaing
It has never been authorized by statuie.

Pursuant to thata eement the AMATS PoIn:%/ Committee is presently composed of two
Anch ora(I;e Asse F}/ embers one representative from the State Department of
Transportation and Public, Facilities, 0 erePresentatlve from the State Department of

Environmental Conservation and the Mayor of Anchorage. The AWATS policy
Committee has representation from all relevant branches of local and state

government except the State Legislature.

While AMATS policy re %uues legislative authorization hefore any federal funds can be
expended on AMATS priority projects, no member of the Alaska State Legislature sits on

the committee.
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The current AMATS format has failed to provide adequate planning for Anchorage
road projectsand has not provided needed leadership for advocating Anchorage’s
needs In the state budget process.

Dur,m(_:i the last 10 years, AMATS, to avoid controversy, ignored and failed to deal with
ma}or ong term traffic problems. During that time, Anch raqe witnessed a dramatic
InC e}se| lﬁ)th 'tf traffic oltm K[ﬂgco estion. Uanrtuna elg, o|es Ite the d%f erate
need fo gra IC S0 ut|or(]s,t e/ cormimittee, until very rec (Tt , had not adequately
i)lanne or sorely neeced marlor new surface transportatiory corridors such as;
mprovements to tne |qtersec on at Lake Otis Parkway and THdor Road, maé?r
Improvements to the Glenn and New Seward Highways and the connection 0t Abbott
Loop north to Bragaw.

In 1998, AMATS even increased the (atio of funding allocated to nqn-road projects to
about 1% Wﬁlch IS more than 50% a[)ove thelfeger stan arg de5|§|te OppOFS)IrtHOH F?om
the Anchorage Legislative Caucus.

The Federal Hiqhw%/ Adminisﬁration FHWAE) has s‘atgd no otg'ection fo changing the
composition ofthe AMATS Policy Committee to Incliide members of the State

Legislature. Further, the FHWA has stated that there IS no reason the AMATS program
would not remain in compliance with federal regulations once the change in membgrship

has heen instituted.

An example of g successful Metropolitan Planning Organization with state legislafive
articipation IS ﬁ1e Ba%u_ I\/Ietropol?tan Planning (%ga(%zaﬂon ?OMPO)S n Ho%o!lufu,
Hawall. Under the auspices of the federal qovermment, created DY the State Legislature
In 1975 and reorganized in 1986, the OMPO consists of six voting state legislators, IV
Honolulu City Council members, an appointee of the Governor and an appointee of the

Mayor of Honolulu.

SB 203 incorporates the compromises of last session with the standaras provided by the
FHWA's code of regulatfons,p thus s?gn(”mant?yslmprcy\\/,%ng the Iegrjlls?a%oﬁ mtroguce%lﬁast
session.
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Sectional Analysis
For

Senate Bill 203
“AnActRelating to Metropolitan Planning Organizations”

Section L. dsl92 Chapter 20: Cooperation by and with the State
dér\]rée B0 (Chap peration by ) by
gteac[ 19.20.200—Designates Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPQs) in state

i T s AR PN

awr ato Icinate in a
transportat|on program. I parlpe
Secl 20.210—Sets out £ rshl . For a netropoljtan area with
atlon reater than 288 rson thecmsI rship W H}O hve vot
non me] onv%en ill consist o nat or
ons 6ep 1e]sentatlv with districts within t areat IS ar%‘g tosetut
e \ofing me rswl appointed by the Governor mun|
governnEnt ot aea (3
atjon e |t| | £.t0 infuse | |slators into MPO Brocess since they

a |S|ons concaming the fun f
s so cooperation \Jecl\/\een the |s ature #?%W
|mprove overa process

Sec, 19.20.220—Re uwes MPOs to submtth Ir cUren ttr rta nlmpr ntcﬁlan
or their Upoated tr portation |mprovementpantot I ure of ea

edl.
y Rat ongle: This requw men% etheIe sIatuream Ietlmetocon3|der

HWﬁ%q%m Ve sl i (e

IS resovera {700
i} 3 i

Section 2: Ame 1000 t te of Alaska
S O Ao i

Section 3: Sets the effective date of this Act-July 1,2001,




