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February 1, 2000

The Honorable Drue Pearce 
President o f the Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Dear President Pearce:
When members o f the Alaska National Guard and Alaska Naval Militia are called to 
active service for the state, it's important they be adequately compensated for their 
valuable Avork in a timely manner. To that end, this bill simplifies the pay scale and 
system for the Alaska National Guard (ANG) and Alaska Naval Militia (NM).
Currently, when called to state active duty, members o f the ANG and NM receive pay 
and allowances equal to those provided by federal law for members o f equivalent grades 
o f the United States armed forces. Daily minimum pay is determined by grade and years 
o f service with a statutory minimum. Allowances include food, housing, cost-of-living 
increase, and quarters and are determined based on the circumstances o f each individual.
Calculating nay and allowances under the current law requires obtaining information 
from the federal government regarding current pay scales and allowance amounts. This 
can cause significant delays in payment o f ANG and NM members. It is also a labor- 
intensive system involving numerous manual calculations with an unreasonable chance 
for errors.
This bill simplifies the pay system for state active duty by retaining statutory minimum 
pay, disregarding years o f service, and eliminating allowances. Members will simply 
receive 200 percent o f the minimum basic pay for a member o f an equivalent grade in the 
active military -  or the statutory minimum, if greater. Simplifying the calculation will 
save administrative time and will result in members o f the ANG and NM receiving their 
checks in a more timely fashion.
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The bill also provides that this proposed new pay scale will be used to calculate workers' 
compensation and death benefits for the organized militia, which includes the Alaska 
State Militia as well as the ANG and NM.
I urge your prompt and favorable action on this measure.

Sincerely,



Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
SB 2 3 7 )

Statement of Intent of Bill

SB 237 "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p a y m e n t ,  a l l o w a n c e s ,  a n d  
b e n e f i t s  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  a n d  A l a s k a  
N a v a l  M i l . i t i a  i n  a c t i v e  s e r v i c e ;  r e l a t i n g  t o  c o m p u t a t i o n  o f  
c e r t a i n  b e n e f i t s  f o r  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  M i l i t i a ;  
a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

Purpose

T h e  D e p ,  C m e n t  o f  M i l i t a r y  a n d  V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s  i s  
p r o p o s i n g  a  c h a n g e  t o  c u r r e n t  l a w  i n  o r d e r  t o  s t r e a m l i n e  
c e r t a i n  f u n c t i o n s  w h e n  c a l c u l a t i n g  p a y  f o r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  a n d  N a v a l  M i l i t i a  w h e n  c a l l e d  t o  S t a t e  
A c t i v e  D u t y .

Background

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M i l i t a r y  a n d  V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s  i s  c o m p o s e d  
o f  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  S t a t e  p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  m a d e  u p  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  O f f i c e ,  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  E m e r g e n c y  S e r v i c e s ,  F a c i l i t i e s  M a n a g e m e n t ,  
a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  M i l i t a r y  Y o u t h  A c a d e m y ;  s e c o n d ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  t h e  A i r  a n d  A r m y  
N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  a n d  N a v a l  M i l i t i a ;  a n d  t h i r d ,  t h e  A l a s k a  
S t a t e  M i l i t i a  ( c o m m o n l y  k n o w n  a s  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  D e f e n s e  
F o r c e ) . T h e  c o l l e c t i v e  n a m e  i n  s t a t u t e  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  a n d  
t h i r d  e l e m e n t s  a b o v e  i s  t h e  O r g a n i z e d  M i l i t i a .

Sectional Analysis

Section 1 c h a n g e s  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  c a l c u l a t i n g  p a y  f o r  t h e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  a n d  N a v a l  M i l i t i a  w h e n  t h e y  
a r e  c a l l e d  t o  S t a t e  A c t i v e  D u t y .  S t a t e  A c t i v e  D u t y  r e s u l t s  
f r o m  a  c a l l  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  d u r i n g  a  s e a r c h  
a n d  r e s c u e  o r  a  d i s a s t e r .  T h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w o r k  f o r  t h e  
f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  e i t h e r  o n  a  f u l l  
o r  p a r t - t i m e  b a s i s .  W h e n  o n  S t a t e  A c t i v e  D u t y ,  t h e y  a r e  
p a i d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  p a y  
s c a l e s . T h i s  i n c l u d e s  a  d a i l y  b a s e  p a y  a m o u n t  f o r  e a c h  
g r a d e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  i n  t h a t  g r a d e  a n d  
a l l o w a n c e s  s u c h  a s  s e p a r a t e  r a t i o n s ,  h o u s i n g ,  c o s t  o f  
l i v i n g  a n d  f l i g h t  s t a t u s .



The department employs one individual who is responsible 
for calculating State Active Duty pay when the Governor 
calls on the Guard or Naval Militia to respond to a state 
crisis. The system is manual, complicated and subject to 
delay and error.

This section would simplify the procedure by eliminating 
allowances and replacing them with a 200% of minimum daily 
basic pay calculation. This would significantly reduce the 
number of calculations required. 200% was determined to 
reach approximately the same level of pay for the majority 
of individuals who would be called to State Active Duty. 
This change has been coordinated with the Officer and 
Enlisted Associations of the National Guard.

Section 2 is a conforming section to ensure that the 
changes in calculation of pay are noted when determining 
coverage under Workers Compensation.

Section 3 Because this bill is tied to another Senate Bill 
(SB 238) this section is necessary if that bill also 
passes. It addresses the change in the methods of handling 
pay calculations for the organized militia. The Organized 
Militia is made up of the National Guard and Naval Militia 
and the A.laska State Militia. Because the method of pay is 
different for these groups, this section must be rewritten 
to break out the two different methods.

Section 4 is the effective date of section 1 and 2.

S e c t i o n  5 d i r e c t s  t h a t  S e c t i o n  3 w i l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  o n l y  i f
SB 2 38  p a s s e s .
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No. I
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Military and Veterans Affairs
A laska National Guard

Sponsor

Requester

Ru les Committee
 Component O ffice of the Comm issioner

Governor Component No.

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s (T h o u sa n d s  o f  D o lla rs )
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
O PERAT IN G  E X PE N D ITU R E S FY  2001 FY  2002 FY  2003 F Y  2004 F Y  2005 F Y  2006
Personal Serv ices 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
G rants S  C la im s 
M iscellaneous

T O T A L  O PER AT IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P ITA L  E X PE N D IT U R E S

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( ) | J

FU N D  S O U R C E  (Thousands o f Dollars)
1002 Federal Rece ipts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F
1005 G r/Program  Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Specify Type)

TO TA L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estim ate  o f  any  cu rren t year (FY2000) cost: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

AN ALYS IS : (Attach a separate psge if necessary)

T h is  bill s im p lif ie s  the m e thod  o f ca lcu la tin g  p ay  a n d  a llo w a n c e s  for m e m b e rs  o f  the N a tio na l G ua rd  and  N a va l 

M ilit ia . T h e re  is  no  f is ca l im p a c t bu t adm in is tra tive  w o rk lo a d  w ill be  re d u ce d  in the even t the N a tio n a l G u a rd  is 

ca lle d  onto A c t iv e  D u ty  to re sp o n d  to a sta te  d is a s te r  o r  em e rg en cy . In add it ion , G u a rd  and  N ava l M ilitia  

m e m b e rs  w ill b e  p a id  m ore  t im e ly  an d  a ccu ra te ly  than in the p a s t w ith th is  ch ang e .
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