


A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

JEANNETTE JAM ES
PO Box 56622 

North Pole, Alaska 99705 
(907) 456-1546 

FAX (907) 488-4271

REPRESENTATIVE

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

House District 34

While In Juneau 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182 

(907) 465-3743 
FAX (907) 465-2381

To: Senator Jerry Ward, Chair
Senate State Affairs Committee

From: Representative Jeannette James

Date: February 10, 2000

Subject: Request for changes to be made for committee
substitute

Please consider the following changes to this legislation:

1. Delete section 2. Section two is redundant and unneeded.

2. Change "regularly, as determined by the governing body." in lines 7 and 8 
to "daily." '
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H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
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FAX (907) 465-2331

To: Senator Jerry Ward,
Chair, Senate State Affairs

From: Representative Jeannette

Date: January 25, 2000

Subject: Request for change to HB 192

This is to respectfully request two changes be made to the wording of CSHB 192 
in Senate State Affairs. Both changes, I feel, will make this legislation stronger 
and more effective. The changes I would like to see are as follows:

1. On line 07, replace "regular" with "daily." This would require daily recitation of 
the pledge in Alaska's public schools.

2. Remove Section 2. The words "or maintain a respectful silence" on line 09 
render Section 2 unnecessary.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r .
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REPRESENTATIVE
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House District 3 4

W hile in Juneau  
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9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2  

(9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -3 7 4 3  
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To: Senator Jerry Ward,
Chair, Senate State Affairs Committee

From: Representative Jeannette

Date: January 25, 2000

Subject: Request for Hearing: HB 192

Please schedule the following bill for a hearing in the Senate State Affairs 
Committee at your earliest convenience:

HB 192, calling for the Pledge of Allegiance to be recited regularly in 
public schools.

A copy of the resolution, a sponsor statement and background information is on 
file with your office.
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REPRESENTATIVE 
JEANNETTE JAMES

PO Box 56622 
North Pole, Alaska 99705 

(907)456-1546 
FAX (907) 488-4271

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

House District 34

While In Juneau 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182 

(907) 465-3743 
FAX (907) 465-2381

T o :  S e n a t o r  Jerry W a r d ,  C h a i r
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A ffa ir s  C o m m i t t e e

F r o m :  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  J e a n n e t t e  J a m e s

D a t e :  M a y  1 3 ,  1 9 9 9

S u b j e c t :  R e q u e s t  fo r  H e a r i n g :  H B  1 9 2

P l e a s e  s c h e d u l e  t h e  f o l l o w in g  b i l l  fo r  h e a r i n g  in  t h e  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A ffa ir s  
C o m m i t t e e  a t  y o u r  e a r l ie s t  c o n v e n i e n c e :

H B  1 9 2 :  A n  A c t  r e la t in g  t o  r e c it in g  t h e  p l e d g e  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  b y  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s .

A  c o p y  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t io n  a n d  a  s p o n s o r  s t a t e m e n t  is a t t a c h e d .
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HB 1 9 2  -  CALLING FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL ST U D E N T S  
T O  RECITE THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The aim of this bill is to standardize pledge of allegiance policies among the 
state’s public schools and school systems, and to insure that this basic civic 
function is held on a regular basis at all grade levels of AlasKa's public 
schools.

The goal of this bill is to require public schools to conduct regular flag 
exercises - which include the Pledge of Allegiance.

Under HB 192, no one will be compelled to recite the pledge against their 
conscience or belief system. Instead, students who object to reciting the 
pledge of allegiance on grounds of conscience or belief are asked to 
maintain a respectful silence.

HB 192 brings Alaska’s flag statute in line with that of many other states, 
and is based on the flag statute of the State of Washington.
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T h e  P le d g e  o f  A l le g ia n c e
Thirty-one words which affirm the values and freedom that the American flag represents are recited while facing 
the flag as a pledge of Americans' loyalty to their country. The Pledge of Allegiance was written for the 400th 
anniversary, in 1892, of the discovery of America. A national committee of educators and civic leaders planned a 
public-school celebration of Columbus Day to center around the flag. Included with the script for ceremonies that 
would culminate in raising of the flag was the pledge. So it was in October 1892 Columbus Day programs that 
school children across country first recited the Pledge of Allegiance this way:

Controversy continues over whether the author was the chairman of the committee, Francis Bellamy - who 
worked on a magazine for young people that published the pledge - or James Upham, who worked for the 
publishing firm that produced the magazine. The pledge was published anonymously in the magazine and was 
not copyrighted.

According to some accounts of Bellamy as author, he decided to write a pledge of allegiance, rather than a 
salute,because it was a stronger expression of loyalty - something particularly significant even 27 years after the 
Civil War ended. "One Nation indivisible" referred to the outcome of the Civil War, and "Liberty and Justice for 
all" expressed the ideals of the Declaration of Independence.

The words "my flag" were replaced by "the flag of the United States" in 1923 because some foreign-born people 
ought have in mind the flag of the country of their birth, instead of the U.S. flag. A year later, "of America" was 
added after "United States." No form of the pledge received official recognition by Congress until June 22,1942, 
when it was formally included in the U.S. Flag Code. The official name of The Pledge of Allegiance was adopted 
in 1945. The last change in language came on Flag Day 1954, when Congress passed a law which added the words 
"under God" after "one nation."

Originally, the pledge was said with the right hand in the so-called "Bellamy Salute," with the hand resting first 
outward from the chest, then the arm extending out from the body. Once Hitler came to power in Europe, some 
Americans were concerned that this position of the arm and hand resembled the salute rendered by the Nazi 
military. In 1942 Congress established the current practice of rendering the pledge with the right hand placed flat 
over the heart.

Section 7 of the Federal Flag Code states that when not in military uniform, men should remove any headdress 
with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, thereby resting the hand over the heart. People in military 
uniform should remain silent, face the flag and render the military salute.

The Flag Code specifies that any future changes to the pledge would have to be with the consent of tire President,

I pledge allegiance to my Flag and 
to the Republic for which it stands: 
one Nation indivisible, w ith Liberty 

and Justice for all.

3/22/99 11:51 i
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T h e  P l e d g e  o f  A l l e g i a n c e  n o w  r e a d s :

I  p ledge  allegiance to the flag  o f the Un ited  States o f Am erica; 
and to the Repub lic  for w h ich  it  stands, one Nation  

under G o d , ind iv is ib le , w ith  liberty and justice for all.

3f2 3/22/99 11:51. ^
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