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SJR IS requests Exxon Corporation pay punitive damages claims resulting 
from the Exxon Valdez oil spill. It has been 10 years since the spill, and 5 
years since an Alaskan jury in federal district court returned a S5 billion 
punitive damages judgement against Exxon. Over 40,000 claimants have 
waited while Exxon has Filed numerous motions and appeals to overturn the 
verdict, request new trials, or otherwise delay payment.

The legislature has been very supportive of the oil industry and has offered 
many incentives for development. An important element of the partnership 
between government and industry is good corporate citizenship. In order to 
help bring closure to the Exxon Valdez oil spill, SJR 18 urges Exxon to 
cease its efforts to avoid or delay payment of the court ordered judgement 
and pay all claimants due punitive damages.

Sponsor Statement
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TEN-YEAR TIM ELINE OF EXXON VALDEZ 
LITIGATION

March 24, 1989:

May 2, 1994: 
September 16,1994:

September 30, 1994:

October 3, 1994:

January 27, 1995:

February 7, 1995:

February 7, 1995:

May 5, 1995:

June 13 and 14,
1995:
July 12,1995:

July 12,1995:

August 11, 1995: 

August 16, 1995: 

September 6, 1995: 

October 24, 1995: 

October 24, 1995:

Exxon Valdez grounds on Bligh Reef and spills 
11 million gallons of crude oil.
Trial begins in federal court - +5 years after spill.
Jury in federal court returns $5 billion punitive 
damages verdict in Phase II I  of case.
Exxon files 12 motions to overturn the jury 
verdicts.
Exxon files 3 motions to overturn the jury 
verdicts.
Judge Holland denies Exxon's motions to 
overturn the jury verdicts (Order 267).
Exxon files motion asking to depose the jurors 
and a motion to adjust the Phase IIA  verdict.
Exxon files motion to reconsider the order re: 
chum price and to reconsider order re: UCI 
setnelter harvest.
Judge Holland denies Exxon's motion to 
reconsider the jury verdict regarding chum 
salmon price.
Judge Holland conducts jury interviews.

Exxon files motion to depose Juror Rita Wilson 
and Reporter Natalie Phillips.
Exxon seeks access to Jurors Murray and D^an 
original juror questionnaires filed under seal.
Judge Holland denied Exxon's motion for the 
juror questionnaires.
Judge Holland denied Exxon's motion to depose 
Wilson and Phillips.
Exxon files motion for a new trial claiming juror 
misconduct and coercion.
Exxon files motion to amend the Phase 11(a) 
findings and adjust verdict re: UCI sctnetters.
Exxon files motion attacking punitive damages 
verdict.
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November 13,1995: 

February 14,1996:

February 20,1996:

March 6, 1996: 

March 18, 1996:

April 5, 1996:

June 11, 1996:

June 18,1996: 

August 6,1996:

September 6,1996:

September 24,1996:

September 30,1996: 

October 8, 1996:

Novembe: 20, 1996:

Exxon opposes Plaintiffs' motion to finalize the 
Phase IIA  verdict.
Plaintiffs are served with a complaint for 
declaratory relief from the Seattle Seven seeking 
a percentage of plaintiffs' damages on behalf of 
Exxon
Judge Holland denies Exxon's motion for new 
trial based on possible juror misconduct and 
coercion (Order 308).
Seattle Seven intervene in litigation on behalf of 
Exxon.
Exxon Files motion attacking punitive damage 
verdict and Seattle Seven object to Plan of 
Allocation acting on Exxon's behalf.
Judge Holland denied Exxon's fourth attack on 
the UCI setnetter verdict (Order 316).
Judge Holland approves Plan of Allocation and 
denounces Seattle Seven/Exxon scheme (Order 
317).
Exxon files motion to reconsider Court's order re: 
Seattle Seven.
Judge Holland rejects Exxon's attempt to attack 
the punitive damages verdict based on credits 
claimed from the Seattle Seven releases (Order 
326).
Judge Holland denies Exxon's motion to 
reconsider order re: Seattle Seven finding that 
Exxon perpetuated a deception upon the court and 
the jury (Order 327).
Judgment finally entered on federal court jury 
verdicts, including $5 Billion punitive damages 
award - +7 years after spill — + 2  years after 
verdict.
Exxon and Seattle Seven file joint notice of 
appeal on Seattle Seven kickback.
Exxon files motion to alter or amend the 
judgment and files its bill of costs against certain 
plaintiffs.
Judge Holland dismisses the Seattle Seven 
complaint with prejudice.

o f  3 4/20/99 9 :31 A M
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December 19,1996: Seattle Seven and Exxon file appeal challenging
dismissal of complaint.

January 17, 1997: Judge Holland issues order on Exxon's Motion to 
Amend Judgment (Order 332).

February 12, 1997: Exxon files notice of appeal to Ninth Circuit.
March 18,1997: Plaintiffs filed motion for approval of Plans of

Distribution.
September 23,1997: Exxon moved for a new trial on the ground of

"newly discovered" evidence.
January 5, 1998:

March 16,1998: 
July 31,1998:

August 7,1998:

The Ninth Circuit issued a limited remand to 
permit the district court to consider Exxon's 
motion for new trial.
Exxon deposed Juror Rita Wilson.
Judge Holland denied Exxon's second motion for 
a new trial (Order 339).
Exxon filed an appeal on the denial of the second 
motion for a new trial.

November 27, 1998: Exxon files its final brief in its second motion for
a new trial.

May 3, 1999: The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, 
sitting in Seattle, hears Exxon's appeal.

Back to l.iliualion Pauc I Introdution to Litiuation
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National association of attorneys General

Ewcvrrw D ir e c t o r  

C e n tra l C a u n jt l
Christine t . milliken

L e e  R . R a y m o n d  
C h a irm a n  a n d  C E O  
E x x o n  C o r p o r a t io n  
2 2 5  E a s t J o h n  C a r p e n te r  F re e w a y  
trv in g , T X  7 5 0 6 2

D e a r  M r. R a y m o n d :

T h e  E x x o n  V a ld e z  o il sp ill  o c c u rre d  10 y e a rs  ag o . W e, th e  u n d e rs ig n e d  A tto rn e y s  G e n e ra l, 
u rg e  th e  E x x o n  C o rp o ra t io n  to  e n d  th e  p ro tra c te d  li t ig a tio n  o v e r  th e  sp il l  a n d  h o n o r  th e  u n a n im o u s  
ju d g m e n t  o f  th e  ju r y  in  th e  la w s u it  th a t  fo llo w e d . S u b s ta n tia l v o lu m e s  o f  c ru d e  o il a re  s h ip p e d  by  
s u p e r ta n k e r s  e v e r y  d a y  o f f  th e  c o a s ts  o f  o u r n a tio n . M a jo r  o il s p i l ls  f ro m  s u p e r ta n k e rs  s e r io u s ly  h a rm  
th e  m a r in e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  th e  lo ca l c o m m u n itie s  a n d  in d iv id u a ls  th a t  d e p e n d  o n  th e  se a  f o r  th e ir  
l iv e l ih o o d .

In  S e p te m b e r  1 9 9 4  a  u n a n im o u s  fe d e ra l ju r y  fo u n d  E x x o n  C o rp o ra t io n  l ia b le  fo r  th e  E x x o n  
V a ld e z  o il  s p i l l  a n d  a w a rd e d  d a m a g e s  o f  S 5 .3  b illio n  to  4 0  th o u s a n d  p e o p le  in ju re d  by  th e  s p ill ,  
in c lu d in g  A la s k a  n a t iv e  p e o p le ,  c o m m e rc ia l f ish e rm e n , sm a ll b u s in e s s  p e o p le , a n d  la n d  o w n e rs , a s  
w e ll a s  lo c a l g o v e r n m e n ts  a n d  o th e r  e n titie s  in ju re d  by  th e  sp ill . I t  h a s  n o w  b e e n  10 y e a rs  s in c e  th e  
s p i l l  th a t  d e v a s ta te d  P r in c e  W ill ia m  S o u n d  a n d  E x x o n  C o rp o ra tio n  h a s  n o t  y e t p a id  its  d e b ts  to  th o s e  
w h o  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  th e  sp ill .

E a c h  y e a r  E x x o n  d e la y s  p a y m e n t o f  its  o b lig a tio n  it c a m s  a n  e s t im a te d  S 4 0 0  m il l io n  f ro m  th e  
d i f fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  s ta tu to ry  in te re s t  ra te  o n  ju d g m e n ts  o f  6  p e r c e n t  a n d  th e  c o m p a n y 's  in te rn a l  
ra te  o f  r e tu r n  o f  a b o u t  14%. T h e  U .S . D is tr ic t  Ju d g e  w h o  h e a rd  th e  c a s e  c le a r ly  r e c o g n iz e d :  " E x x o n  
c a n  m o re  p r o f i ta b ly  e m p lo y  its  c a p ita l e ls e w h e re , e v e n  a t th e  r is k  o f  p a y in g  g re a t  a m o u n ts  o f  in te re s t  
o n  th e  p r o s p e c t iv e  ju d g m e n t  in  th is  case . P u t m o re  s im p ly , th e  c o u r t  is  c o n c e rn e d  th a t  d e la y  in  p a y in g  
p l a i n t i f f  s j u d g j n c n t  w ill  p ro f ic E x x o n ."  In  th e  m e a n tim e , e a c h  y c a r m n n y  o f th c  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  h av e  
b e e n  a w a i t in g  c o m p e n s a t io n  d ie , an d  m a n y  c o n tin u e  to  liv e  in  d ire  e c o n o m ic  s tr a i ts .  E x x o n  m u s t  do  
th e  r ig h t  th in g  a n d  h o n o r  its  o b lig a t io n s  to th e  p e o p le  its  a c t io n  h a v e  in ju re d .

E x x o n 's  u se  o f  its  e c o n o m ic  s tre n g th  to  d e la y , an d  in  m a n y  c a s e s  to  d e n y , ju s t ic e  to  th e  4 0  
th o u s a n d  p e o p le  it  h a s  in ju re d  by  th e  E x x o n  V a ld e z  sp ill  r a is e s  a  s ig n i f ic a n t  c o n c e rn . A s  S ta te

7 jo  First Str u c t  v u  s u it s  i too
W a sh in g to n , d c  20002(202) 325-6053 

(202) 408-7014

M a r c h  2 5 , 19 9 9

PRESIDENT 
N U K E  M o o r e
A m m y  General o f  M lx jta lp p i 

A ttorney G eneral o j  Washington
vice presidentANDREW KETTERER Attorney C tn e ra l o f  Maine
Immediate Past President James e, doyleA Harney G eneral o f  SVlsconjtn
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Lee R. Raymond 
March 25, 1999 
Page 2
Attorneys General we have limited jurisdiction to deal with such an abuse of the legal system. 
However, as our state’s chief legal officers, we call upon the Exxon Corporation to acknowledge its 
corporate responsibility to the people, businesses, and communities affected by the spill by paying the 
federal jury verdict awarded five years ago.

Very truly yours,

A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  o f  W a sh in g to n A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l o f  O re g o n

B ru c e  M . B o tc lh o  
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l o f  A la s k aA tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  o f  C a lifo rn ia

T o c ta g a ta  A lb e r t  M a ilo
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  o f  A m e r ic a n  S a m o a

M a rk  P ry o r
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l o f  A rk a n sa s

K e n  S a la z a r
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  o f  C o lo ra d o

R ic h a rd  B lu m e n th a l
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l o f  C o n n e c t ic u t

— — \ J /  r >

A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  o f  H a w a ii
R o b e r t  A . B u t te r w o r th  
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  o f  F lo r id a

T o m  M ille r
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l o f  Io w a

20 ‘d IZ-LI 66, S' Jew 00C000:xej 9WN



L e e  R .  R a y m o n d  
March 25, 1999
P a g e  3

C a r l a  J .  S t o v & f  1 
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P a tr ic ia  M a d r i d  
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M i c h a e l  F .  E a s l o y  

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l in a

B e t t y  D .  M o n t g o m e r y  '
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  O h i o

J o s e  A .  F u e n t e s - A g o s t i n i  

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  P u e r to  R i c o

M < * ~ L
M a r k  B a r n e t t

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  S o u t h  D a k o ta

I v e r  A .  S t r i d i r o n  ( A c t i n g )
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  th e  V i r g i n  I s la n d s

l L
H e i d i  H c i tk a m p  
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____
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We, the undersigned residents o f the Native Village o f Port Graham urge the Alaska State 
Legislature to pass Senate Joint Resolution 18, which requests that Exxon pay claimants 
the Court-ordered damages resulting from the 1989 E x x o n  V a l d e z  oil spilL We, the 
undersigned residents of the Native Village of Port Graham support Senate Joint 
Resolution 18.

April 9,1999

DEAR ALASKA STATE SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES:
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We, the undersigned residents o f the Native Village o f Port Graham urge the Alaska State 
Legislature to pass Senate Joint Resolution 18, which requests that Exxon pay claimants 
the Court-ordered damages resulting from the 1989 E x x o n  V a ld e z  oil spilL We, the 
undersigned residents of the Native Village o f Port Graham support Senate Joint 
Resolution 18.

April 9,1999
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April 9,1999

DEAR ALASKA STATE SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES:

We, the undersigned residents o f the Native Village of Port Graham urge the Alaska State 
Legislature to pass Senate Joint Resolution 18, which requests that Exxon pay claimants 
the Court-ordered damages resulting from the 1989 E x x o n  V a ld e z  oil spilL We, the 
undersigned residents of the Native Village o f Port Graham support Senate Joint 
Resolution 18.
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April 9,1999

We, the undersigned residents of the Native Village o f Port Graham urge the Alaska State 
Legislature to pass Senate Joint Resolution 18, which requests that Exxon pay claimants 
the Court-ordered damages resulting from the 1989 E x x o n  V a l d e z  oil spilL We, the 
undersigned residents o f the Native Village of Port Graham support Senate Joint 
Resolution 18.

DEAR ALASKA STATE SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES:
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April 9,1999

We, the undersigned residents o f the Native Village of Port Graham urge the Alaska State 
Legislature to pass Senate Joint Resolution 18, which requests that Exxon pay claimants 
the Court-ordered damages resulting from the 1989 E x x o n  V a l d e z  oil spilL We, the 
undersigned residents of the Native Village of Port Graham support Senate Joint 
Resolution 18.
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DEAR ALASKA STATE SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES:



We, the undersigned residents o f the Native Village o f Port Graham urge the Alaska State 
Legislature to pass Senate Joint Resolution 18, which requests that Exxon pay claimants 
the Court-ordered damages resulting from the 1989 E x x o n  V a l d e z  oil spilL We, the 
undersigned residents of the Native Village of Port Graham support Senate Joint 
Resolution 18.

April 9,1999

DEAR ALASKA STATE SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES:
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We, the undersigned residents of the Native Village of Port Graham urge the Alaska State 
Legislature to pass Senate Joint Resolution 18, which requests that Exxon pay claimants 
the Court-ordered damages resulting from the 1989 E x x o n  V a l d e z  oil spilL We, the 
undersigned residents o f the Native Village of Port Graham support Senate Joint 
Resolution 18.

April 9,1999

DEAR ALASKA STATE SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES:
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T im e for Exxon  to pay up.

Subject: Time for Exxon to pay up.
Date: Mon, 26 Apr 1999 15:56:24 -0800 

From: AKPIRG <akpirg@akpirg.org>
Organization: AKPIRG

To: Senator_Riek_Halford@legis.state.ak.us

I strongly support SJR 18. It is time that Exxon stop dragging it's 
feet. Every additional day that passes takes the sting out of the 
punitive settlement that was once supposed to be a harsh punishment but 
is now just a slap on the wrist. In this atmoshpere of merger mania the 
state of Alaska should be sending a strong message to oil corporations: 
you can't walk all over us.

Thank you,
Jonah Baker
603 W. 18th Street
Anchorage AK 99503

Alaska Public Interest Research Group (AKPIRG) 
voice: 907.278.3661 
fax: 907.278.9300
email: akpirg@akpirg.org 
web: www.akpirg.org

1 of 1 4/26/99 5:43
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SJR 18

Subject: SJR 18
Date: Mon, 26 Apr 1999 16:00:07 -0800 

From: Karen Button <karenb@pobox.alaska.net>
To: Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.stalc.ak.us

Sear Senator Halford:

I urge you to support SJR 18. Thousands of people's lives were completely 
disrupted when the Exxon Valdez ran aground. As you probably know, those 
who depended on fishing (either commercial or subsistence) were the most 
hard hit. Exxon's refusal to take full responsibility for its actions is 
not only unconscionable, it flies in the face of their public statements 
made after the spill; that they took full resoponsibility and would do 
whatever it took to make it right.

It's unbelieveable that people are still waiting for justice ten years 
later. Please support Alaskans by supporting SJR 18, the Exxon Valdez 
Damage Claims.

T h a n k  Y o u ,

Karen Button

4/26/99 5:53 I'M

mailto:karenb@pobox.alaska.net
mailto:Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.stalc.ak.us


Rc: E xxon

Subject: Re: Exxon
Date: Tue, 27 Apr 1999 09:19:47 -0800

From: Senator Rick Halford <Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.state.ak.us> 
Organization: Alaska State Legislature

To: "Emily Creely, HydTech, Anchorage, AK" <ecreely@usgs.gov>

Dear Ms. Creely,

Thank you for your e-mail regarding Senate Joint Resolution 18, which 
will be heard in the Senate Resources Committee on Wednesday, April 28. 
I have shared your comments with Senator Halford and entered them into 
the official committee record.

Sincerely,

Brett Huber
Chief of Staff, Senator Rick Halford 
Senate Resources Committee Staff

"Emily Creely, Hyd Tech, Anchorage, AK" wrote:

> Senato r -
> Jus t wanted to  ta ke  the  tim e  to  vo ic e  my support o f  SJR 18 which asks
> Exxon to  p ay  th e  p eop le  who s u f fe re d  i l l  e f fe c ts  from  th e  1989 s p i l l .
> P lease  vo te  in  fa v o r  o f  th is  b i l l  -  thanks
> E m ily  C re e ly

mailto:Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:ecreely@usgs.gov


750 W  2nd Avc. #109, Anchorage j \K  99501 /  Ph. 907-258-6171 /  Fax 907-258-6177

P.O. Box 22151 Juneau  AK 99802 /P h . 907-463-3366 /  Fax 907-463-3312 /  unitc@akvoicc.org

T o : Sena te  R e so u rc e s  C o m m itte e  
Su b jec t: S J R  18 
D a te : 4/2S/99

T h e  A la sk a  Co n se rv a tio n  V o i c e  is co m p rised  o f  tw e n ty -se ve n  organ iza tions represen ting  o ve r  15 ,000  in d iv id u a ls  sta tew ide. 

A C V  supports Se n a te  Jo in t  R e so lu tio n  18.

A  trem endous traged y  o ccu rred  M a r c h  2 4 ,1 9 9 9  w hen  the E x x o n  V a ld e z  o il tanker grounded  o n  B lig h  R e e f. T h e  enor­

m o u s E x x o n  V a ld e z  O i l  S p i ll  sen t o ve r  1 1,000,000 ga llon s o f  crude oil w a sh ing  w estw ard  through P rin ce  W ill ia m  Sound , 

d isrup ting  e co sy s te m s  fro m  C o r d o v a  to  K o d ia k  as w e ll as the l iv e s  o f  thou sa nds o f  A la sk a n s.

T h e  e ffe c ts  o f ‘'T h e  S p i l l” are lingering  and dram atic . F o r  exam ple , during  the  firs t few ye a rs a fte r  T h e  Sp ill ,  herring 
returned w ith  lo w  egg  co u n ts  and co ve red  w ith  le sio n s. T e le v is io n  co verage  o f  o il co ve re d  w ild life  ca u sed  tourism  to 
p lum m et, and the entire  to w n  o f  C o r d o v a  w a s d iagn o sed  w ith  P o st T ra u m a tic  S tr e s s  S yn d ro m e . T o  th is  day, beaches 
heavily  oiled in 1989 still con ta in  oil.

N o  one k n o w s w h en  or i f  the  e ffe c ts  o f  th e  sp ill w ill  be e ve r  be eradicated.

In  1994, the Federa l D is t r ic t  C o u r t  ruled E x x o n  m u st p a y  f iv e  b illion  dollars in p u n itive  dam ages to  A la sk a n s  w h o se  live s  
were turned upside  d o w n  b y  th e  d evasta tion  in  P rince  W ill ia m  So u n d . T o d a y , E x x o n  has still  no t co m p e n sa ted  th e se  people.

I t  is  tim e  to  p a y  up. A C V  co m m e n d s the reso lu tion  sp o n so rs  and u rges passage  o f  th is  leg isla tion .

C o n s e r v e  A l a s k a .  I t ’ s O n l y  N a t u r a l .

mailto:unitc@akvoicc.org
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via fa x  to  (907) 465-4928

April 28, 1999

Senator Rick Halford 
Chairman
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3101)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: Comment on SJR 18 -  Exxon Punitive Damage Claims 

Dear Senator Halford,

I understand that Senate Joint Resolution 18 will be an action item as the Senate Resources 
Committee convenes this afternoon. Although you best know me through my employment as the 
general manager of the Alliance, today, I  am writing as a concerned citizen. 1 would like to 
provide my perspective on this resolution and how I  see its message may be intrepreted.

I am concerned with legislative actions that could hamper maximized, competitive development 
of Alaska’s petroleum resources. I believe that SJR 18 sends an ominous message to potential 
business and resource investors.

It is inappropriate for a law-making body to try to prevent any citizen or business from engaging 
fully in the legal system. SJR 18 effectively seeks to prevent Exxon from appealing a lower court 
decision on punitive damage claims. The right of appeal is fundamental tc American justice and 
should not be tampered with, especially by lawmakers. It is simply wrong to undermine 
government’s separation of powers.

I  understand legislators are faced with many influences with regard to this issue. Ultimately, 
citizens must trust you to make decisions that are based on what is good for all of Alaska. At a 
time when Alaska faces a decrease the number of oil and gas producing companies, state leaders 
should be pursuing ways to encourage more competitors to invest. SJR 18 does the opposite. It
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makes Alaska look like an uncertain place to do business... a place where legal rights can be 
swept aside on a tide of emotion.

The resolution alludes to Exxon-driven delays in paying damages. In fact, Exxon has already 
fully paid actual damage claims and is now only appealing punitive damage claims. Exxon does 
not dictate the court’s schedule, so “delays” cannot justly be attributed to the company. I  
understand that the 9* District Court has scheduled legal arguments in this case in less than a 
week. It is particularly inappropriate for the legislature to intrude at this juncture.

I  draw your attention to three of the resolution’s clauses in particular:

W H E R E A S , t h e  p e t r o l e u m  i n d u s t r y  p l a y s  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  p r o v i d i n g  r e v e n u e ,  e m p lo y m e n t  a n d  

e c o n o m ic  s t a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ;  a n d

Certainly I  statement that is undeniable to Alaskans, since nearly 80% of the state’s revenue 
comes from oil and gas.

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  e n c o u r a g e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  p e t r o l e u m  

i n d u s t r y  t h r o u g h  in c e n t i v e s  a n d  p a r t n e r s h i p s ;  a n d

It is incumbent upon state leaders to continue to encourage responsible development.

W H E R E A S ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  f o s t e r  p a r t n e r s h i p s  b e t w e e n  E x x o n  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a ,  E x x o n  

C o r p o r a t i o n  m u s t  m a k e  g o o d  o n  i t s  p r o m i s e  t o  m a k e  A l a s k a  w h o l e  a g a i n  a n d  t o  p a y  i t s  d e b t  

t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  a s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  c o u r t .

Forcing a business to forfeit judicial rights does not foster partnerships. It breeds mistrust.

Please consider the statewide economic consequences of passing SJR18. It is not good for all of 
Alaska.

Sincerely,

Karen Cowan

D02
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Resources Committee considered SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 18

Requesting Exxon Corporation to pay claimants for court-ordered damages resulting from the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill.
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SENATE JO IN T RESOLUTIO N NO. 18

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY SENATORS LINCOLN, Elton, Ellis

Introduced: 3/24/99
Referred: Judiciary, Resources

A RESOLUTION

Requesting Exxon Corporation to pay claimants for court-ordered damages resulting 

from the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

3 1 BE IT  RESOLVED BY TH E LEG ISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

4 |i
5;! 

6 
7 11 
8

: \

■ ■ I12 j*
13 i!
141

i!
15,i.
16 ii

ii

WHEREAS, on March 24, 1989, at 12:04 a.m., the oil tankei Exxon Valdez grounded
:

on Bligh Reef in Prince William Sound resulting in a spill of 11,000,000 gallons of North 
Slope crude oil along Alaska's shoreline; and

W HEREAS, immediately following the spill, executives of Exxon Corporation1 
promised the residents of the state that they would make Alaska whole again; and

W HEREAS the oil spill killed or affected seabirds, sea otters, harbor seals, bald 
eagles, killer whales, salmon and herring eggs, and many tidal plants and animals, and has 
caused long-term damage to the environment of Prince William Sound; and

»

W HEREAS the oil spill affected many communities; commercial, subsistence, and 
sport fishermen; tourism operators; subsistence gatherers; large and small businesses; and 
others in the area; and

W HEREAS, on September 16, 1994, an Alaska jury in the federal district court 
returned a $5,000,000,000 punitive damage verdict against Exxon Corporation to help

ii SJR 018A -1- SJR 18
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compensate those affected by the spill; and
WHEREAS, between 1994 and 1996, the federal district court judge denied numerous 

motions by Exxon Corporation to overturn or adjust the verdict, and the corporation continues 
to file motions that delay settlement of the case; and

W HEREAS, between 1996 and today, Exxon Corporation filed two motions for new 
trials that were denied by the federal court; and

W HEREAS oral arguments begin this year on Exxon Corporation's appeal of the 
denial for its second motion for a new trial and, pending the outcome of this appeal, the 
company may file a petition for further review to the United States Supreme Court; and

W HEREAS Exxon Corporation has prospered financially in the 10 years since the oil 
spill and is preparing to merge with Mobil Corporation to create the largest corporation in the 
world; and

W HEREAS, a decade after the oil spill and five years after the punitive damage 
judgment, 40,000 claimants are still waiting for payment of punitive damages; 500 claimants 
have died since 1989; and

WHEREAS the majority of the claimants who are owed punitive damages are working 
men and women with families, homes, mortgages, and financial obligations; and

W HEREAS the petroleum industry plays a vital role in providing revenue, 
employment, and economic stability for the state; and

W HEREAS the Alaska State Legislature has encouraged development of the petroleum 
industry through incentives and partnerships; and

1-LS0731\G

22 j WHEREAS, in order to foster partnerships between Exxon Corporation and the people

23
24 I|
25
2 6 ;

I

of Alaska, Exxon Corporation must make good on its promise to make Alaska whole again, 
and pay its debt to the people of Alaska as prescribed by the court.

BE IT  RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature urges the Exxon Corporation to 
cease its ongoing efforts to avoid or delay payment of the court-ordered judgment and to pay

27 jl all claimants owed punitive damages as a result of the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill.
28
29
30 j
31 !

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Bill Clinton, President of the j 
United States; the Honorable A1 Gore, Jr., Vice-President of the United States and President 
of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Janet Reno, Attorney General of the United States; the 
Honorable J. Dennis Hastert, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honorable

-2-



Trent Lott, Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate; Robert Pitofsky, Chairman of the Federal 
Trade Commission; William J. Baer, Director, Bureau of Competition, Federal Trade 
Commission; the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, 
the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in 
Congress; and Lee R. Raymond, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Exxon Corporation.
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