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M arch  2 4 , 1999

D ear S e n a to r  H alfo rd :

In  o ff ic ia l ac tio n  a t th e  M a rc h  m ee tin g  o f  the A la sk a  B o ard  o f  G am e , the board  
h as  e n d o rsed  S B -7 4 , sam e-d ay  a irb o rn e  fo r w o lv es  b y  D epartm en t ag en ts , an d  H B -1 14, 
e lim in a tin g  th e  an n u a l re q u ire m e n t fo r reau th o riza tio n  o f  an tlerless m o o se  hun ts.

T h e  b o a rd  re co g n ize s  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  p re d a to r  con tro l in m an ag in g  A la sk a ’s 
re so u rces , an d  feels th a t th e  p a ssa g e  o f  B a llo t M ea su re  3 in 1996 sev e re ly  re s tr ic ted  the 
b o a rd ’s an d  th e  D e p a r tm e n t’s a b ility  to  im p le m e n t su ch  action . B y  a llo w in g  D ep artm en t 
p e rso n n e l an d  ag en ts .to  u se  sam e-d ay -a irb o m e , an d  e lim in a tin g  the “ irrev ers ib le  d ec lin e” 
c lau se , w e  fee l that m an ag e m en t o f  the  s ta te ’s w o lv es  w ill be  m ore re ad ily  a tta in ab le .

R e g a rd in g  th e  re au th o riz a tio n  o f  an tle r le ss  m o o se  hun ts, the  b o a rd  ag rees  th a t the 
re q u irem en t to  do so  an n u a lly  is a b u rd en  on  the sy stem . W ith  o u r reg io n a l 2 -y ear 
m ee tin g  cy c le , the  D e p a rtm e n t m u s t h av e  p e rso n n e l trav e l long  d is tan ces  to ad d ress  these 
reau th o riza tio n s . In  ca ses  w h e re  th e  h u n t m ay  n o t o cc u r due to  p o p u la tio n  e stim ates  o r 
b u lk c o w  ra tio s , the  h u n t is re au th o rized  an y w ay , so th a t it is n o t lost in  the fu ture. B y 
e lim in a tin g  th e  an n u a l re au th o riza tio n  req u irem en t, th e  b o ard  and D e p artm en t w ill have 
m o re  f le x ib ility  in u s in g  an tle r le ss  h u n ts  in  m an ag in g  m o o se  p o p u la tions.

W e en c o u ra g e  p a ssa g e  o f  b o th  b ills , and  en co u rag e  d is trib u tio n  o f  th is  le tter to 
o th e r  c o n c e rn e d  leg isla to rs .

MAR 2  6  1999

S in cere ly ,

M ich ae l F leag le , 
M em b er, B o ard  o f  G am e
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Senate

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK. 99801-1182

Senator Pete Kelly 

Sponsor Statement 
Senate Bill 74 

An Act Relating to Hunting on the Same Day Airborne

Sound Wildlife management dictates that predation pressure on a low or declining 
prey population is reduced far before the situation becomes an emergency. The 
current statutory language precludes this option. This means that the Board of 
Game and Department of Fish and Game cannot respond quickly to precipitous 
declines or to long-term declines in important prey populations, caused by weather 
or any other reason, even if consequences for thousands of Alaskans would be 
severe.

The current statute would preclude talcing immediate action without board 
approval of a control program. In 1994 the department had to take immediate 
action to medicate or remove two louse-infected wolves that left the Kenai Peninsula 
in order to prevent the spread of lice to other parts of the state. While uncommon, 
such situations do occur and aerial shooting should remain a clear option.

The current wording of AS 16.05.783 has the appearance of allowing the Board of 
Game to authorize a wolf control program using aerial shooting, but the language 
chosen would make that nearly impossible without legal challenge. The use of the 
terms “adequate data”, “no feasible solution” and “biological emergency” in AS 
16.05.783(a)(1) are problematic from both biological and legal points of view.
Rather than establishing workable standards for determining when predation 
control is appropriate, the language creates ambiguity in that regard, which will 
lead to endless legal challenges.

This bill would preserve the original stated intent of the 1996 ballot measure, but 
would more clearly provide the board and department the latitude to employ aerial 
shooting for management purposes. Management actions should not be considered 
“hunting” when performed by department personnel or persons acting as agents of 
the state.
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(3) the person exhausted all other practicable means to protect life and property before 
the bear was taken.

(d) Notwithstanding (a) — (c) of this section, the department may authorize the taking 
of a problem brown or grizzly bear within one-half mile of a solid waste disposal facility 
at any time, if the taking of the bear is necessary to protect the public and is consistent 
with sound game management principles.

(e) In th is  sec tion
(1) “crim inal neg ligence” h a s  th e  m ean in g  given in  AS 11.81.900(a);
(2) “property” means
(A) a  dw elling, p e rm a n e n t o r tem porary ;
(B) an  a irc ra ft, boat, au tom obile , o r o th e r conveyance;
(C) a  dom estic an im al;
(D) other property of substantial value necessary for the livelihood or survival of the 

owner;
(3) “solid w a ste  d isposal facility” m ean s  a  facility  for th e  d isposal o f solid  w aste , o th e r 

than sewage, for w hich  a  p e rm it h a s  been  issued  u n d er AS 46.03.100. (§ 1 ch 64 SLA 
1989)

S ec. 16.05.783. P rohib ition of same-day airborne hun ting , (a) A  perso n  m ay  no t 
shoot or a ss is t in  sh oo ting  a free -ran g in g  wolf, wolverine, fox, or lynx  th e  sam e  day  th a t  
a person h as been  a irb o rn e . However, th e  B oard o f G am e m ay  au th o riz e  a  w olf control 
program  involving th e  shoo ting  o f wolves from  th e  a ir  if

(1) th e  com m issioner of fish a n d  gam e m ak es w ritten  findings b ased  on a d e q u a te  d a ta  
dem onstra ting  th a t  a  biological em ergency  ex ists and  th a t  th e re  is no feasib le  so lu tion  
other th a n  a irb o rn e  control to  e lim in a te  th e  biological em ergency, an d

(2) the p rogram  is conducted  only  by  D e p artm en t of F ish  an d  G am e p erso n n el
(3) th e  p rogram  is lim ited  to  th e  specific geographical a re a  w h e re  th e  biological 

emergency exists, a n d
(4) the  program  rem oves only th e  m in im u m  nu m b er of wolves n ecessa ry  to  e lim in a te  

the biological em ergency.
(b) This section  does n o t app ly  to a  person  who w as a irb o rn e  th e  sam e  d ay  if  th a t  

person w as a irb o rn e  only on a  reg u la rly  scheduled  com m ercial flight.
(c) A person who v io la tes  th is  section  is g u ilty  of a  m isdem eanor, an d  upon conviction 

is punishable by a  fine o f  no t m ore th a n  $5,000, or by im p riso n m en t for n o t m ore th a n  one 
year, or by both. In  add ition , th e  cou rt m ay  o rd e r th e  a irc ra f t a n d  eq u ip m en t u sed  in  or 
in aid of a violation o f th is  section to be forfeited to th e  s ta te .

(d) In th is  section,
(1) “free-rang ing” m ean s  th a t  th e  an im al is w ild  and  not c au g h t in  a  t r a p  o r sn a re ; an d
(2) “biological em ergency” m eans a  condition w here a  w olf p o p u la tio n  in  a  specific 

geographic a rea  is cau s in g  th e  irrev ers ib le  decline of a  prey  p opu la tion  to  th e  po in t th a t  
the prey population  m ay  n o t likely recover w ith o u t im p lem en ting  w olf control. (§ 1 1 9 9 6  
Ballot M easure No. 3)

• , ^ oc*'vc dates. —  1996 Ballot Measure No. 3, 1996 election. It was certified on November 27, 1996 
' lch proposed enactment of this section, was ap- and took effect February 25, 1997.

I'fov ed by a majority of the voters in the November 5,

Sec. 16.05.785. Effect of failure to remove old m arkers. I f  th e  B oard  o f F ish e ries  
> regulation uses d e p a rtm e n t m ark e rs  to  e s tab lish  w ate rs  closed to  com m ercial fishing 

3n s ta te  fails to  rem ove th e  old m ark e rs  w hen  new  m ark e rs  a re  posted  to  e s tab lish  
waters closed to com m ercial fishing, com m ercial fishing is exp ressly  p e rm itte d  in th e  
waters between th e  new  m ark e rs  a n d  th e  old m ark e rs  u n til th e  old m ark e rs  a re  rem oved.
* 1 ch 70 SLA 1980)
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S t a t e m e n t  o f  R i c h a r d  T .  W a l l e n  
T o  t h e  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
O n  S e n a t e  b i l l  N o .  7 4  
F e b r u a r y  2 4 , 1 9 9 9

M y name is R ich a rd  T  Wallen.
I  am an a rtis t; a long-tim e resident o f  
Alaska. S hortly  a fte r statehood I  w orked  
5 years as a w ild life  b io lo g is t f o r  
the A D F & G . 1 served a term  on the 
Alaska B o a rd  o f  Game fro m  1989 to 
1992. M ore  recently, I  was a member 
o f  the steering committee f o r  the in itia tive  
that banned same-day a irbo rne  hunting.

On issues like SB 74 I so m etim es  find  it he lp fu l to  th in k  o f  th e  A lask a  p u b lic  as  d iv id ed  in to  tw o  
b road  p u b l ic s -h u n t in g  an d  n o n -h u n tin g . D u rin g  m y  y ea rs  o n  th e  b o ard  I o b se rv ed  th a t  the  m u ch  
la rger n o n -h u n tin g  p u b lic  is , fo r  th e  m o s t p a rt, accep tin g  an d  to le ran t o f  h u n tin g , e sp ec ia lly  su b s is ten ce  
h u n tin g , p ro v id ed  it th in k s  w ild life  is g e ttin g  a  fa ir  sh ak e . In  board  m ee tin g s  las tin g  s ix  w eek s , d ea lin g  
w ith  m o re  th an  4 0 0  p ro p o sa ls , m y  ex p e rien ce  w as th a t m o s t issu es  w ere  d e lib e ra ted  an d  se ttled  w ith o u t 
w id esp read  co n tro v e rsy  o r  la s tin g  b itte rn ess .

T here  a re  a  h an d fu l o f  ex cep tio n s , h o w ev er. A irb o rn e  h u n tin g  is o n e  o f  th em . O th e rs  in c lu d e  
p red a to r co n tro l su ch  as p o iso n  and  b o u n tie s , ru n n in g  d o w n  an im als  w ith  sn o w  m ach in e s  o r A T V 's , 
bear b a itin g , an d  a ttem p ts  to  o p en  p o p u la r a reas  c lo sed  to  h u n tin g  such  as S ey m o u r C an al, o r  M cN eil 
R iver. W h en  p ro p o se d  o r  ap p ro v ed  su ch  re la tiv e ly  few  flash  p o in t issu es  ig n ite  p u b lic  o u trag e , 
p o la riz in g  h u n te rs  an d  p u sh in g  th e  n o n -h u n tin g  p u b lic  in  the  d irec tio n  o f  an  a n ti-h u n tin g  p ublic . T he 
sta te  g e ts  a  b lack  eye , b u s in ess  su ffe rs , (w o lf  co n tro l in  1992 co s t m an y  m illio n s  o f  d o lla rs  in  A lask a  
trip  ca n ce lla tio n s) an d  all h u n tin g  is p u t in  a  v e ry  bad  lig h t. W e h av e  b een  th ro u g h  the  cy c le  m o re  th an  
en o u g h  tim es.

I have  h ea rd  th e  in itia tiv e  c r itic ize d  as " b a llo t bo x  b io lo g y ". In  tru th , so m e issu es , in c lu d in g  th is  o n e , 
tran scen d  b io lo g y . F o r ex am p le , in  th e  ea rly  d ay s , A lask a  p a id  b o u n ties  o n  a lm o s t 100 ,000  bald  
eag les. It is  n o t a  p ro u d  reco rd , b u t th e re  w as n o  biological re a so n  ag a in s t k illin g  so m e eag les. 
F o rtu n a te ly , m o s t w o u ld  ag ree , p u b lic  sen tim en t ag a in s t th e  p ra c t ic e - f o r  re a so n s  th a t tran sc en d  
b io lo g y - f in a l ly  p rev a iled . A la sk a 's  p ra c tic e  o f  p a y in g  b o u n tie s  on  th e  n a tio n a l b ird  w as  d isco n tin u ed .

M ore th an  100 y ea rs  ago  h u n te rs  b eg an  ad d ress in g  th e  a rea  b e tw een  p rac tices  th a t m ig h t be  
b io lo g ica lly  p e rm iss ib le  b u t u n ac cep tab le  to the  p u b lic , in  o rd e r to  p ro tec t th e ir  sp o rt.. T h ey  d ev e lo p ed  
a co d e  o f  e th ic s , th e  id ea  o f  fa ir  chase . A irb o rn e  h u n tin g  b reach es  th is  code . A s a  su b s id y  to  h u n tin g , 
it is c lea rly  o ffen s iv e  to  th e  pub lic .

T he a irb o rn e  h u n tin g  in itia tiv e  w as  n o t a  h u n te r V s n o n -h u n te r  issue. In d eed  m o st o f  the  s tee rin g  
co m m ittee  w e re  h u n te rs . I s tu d ied  th e  p rin to u ts  o f  th e  v o te  re tu rn s . T h ey  p ro v ed  no t to  be  u rb an  V s 
rural. T h ey  p ro v e d  n o t to  be n a tiv e  V s n o n -n a tiv e . N o r  w e re  th ey  reg io n  V s reg io n . T h e  general 
p u b lic  s till  has th e  n o tio n  th a t it h as  a  say  in  w ild life  m an ag em en t an d  I d o n 't u n d e rs tan d  w h y  the  
in itia tiv e , a  c le a r ex p re ss io n  by  the  p u b lic , is to  b e  so  so o n  d ism an tled .

R.T. Wallen Studio, P.O. Box21063, Juneau, Alaska 99802, 907-586-6517



J O E L  B E N N E T T

15255 POINT LOUISA ROAD 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801 

PIIONE: (907) 789-1718 (HOME)

PH/FAX: (907) 789-2328 (HUS.)

T E S T I M O N Y  i N  O P P O S I T I O N  T O  S B  7 4

T o d a y  I am  te s tify in g  o n  b e h a lf  o f  m y se lf-a s  a  30  y ea r A lask a  re s id en t, licen sed  h u n te r  
(fo r  e a ch  o f  th o se  y ea rs  o f  re s id e n cy ), ex -s ta te  G am e B o a rd  m em b er ( 13 y ea rs  b e tw een  
1976 an d  1989 ), an d  a s  th e  p a s t co -le ad e r o f  th e  W o lf  M an a g em en t R e fo rm  C o a litio n , 
th e  g ro u p  re sp o n sib le  fo r th e  in itia tiv e  th a t p assed  th e  s ta tu te  th a t is the  su b jec t o f  to d a y ’s 
b ill, SB  74.

I b e liev e  th e  p re v a ilin g  p u b lic  v ie w  d o e s  n o t su p p o rt any  se rio u s  ch a n g e  to  th is s ta tu te . In  
m y o p in io n , to  do  so w o u ld  in v ite  fu r th e r n ee d le ss  d iv is iv e n ess , e ro d e  th e  p u b lic ’s  fa ith  
in  th e  d em o c ra tic  p ro c ess , an d  d a m a g e  th e  b est in te re s ts  o f  th e  sta te .

I w o u ld  d ra w  y o u r a tten tio n  to  th e  recen t h is to ry  b eh in d  p assag e  o f  A S 16 .05 .783 , 
p ro h ib itin g  sam e-d ay  a irb o rn e  h u n tin g  o f  w o lv es , ex cep t by th e  D e p a rtm en t o f  F ish  an d  
G am e  in th e  ca se  o f  a  b io lo g ic a l em erg en cy . F o r  y ears , m an y  A la sk a n s  felt th a t th is  
p ra c tic e  w a s  o u t o f  s tep  w ith  re sp o n sib le  w ild life  m an ag e m en t and  a s  a  h u n tin g  m eth o d  
w as  ag a in s t th e  p rin c ip le s  o f  fa ir  ch ase . W hen  th e  s ta te  d id  no t re sp o n d , in 1995 a  
s ta tew id e  D ittm a n  R e se a rc h  p o ll w as  co n d u c te d  in an  e ffo rt to  g au g e  h o w  th e  p u b lic  
m ig h t v o te  o n  an  in itia tiv e  to  n a rro w ly  re s tr ic t a irb o rn e  w o lf  hun ting . 6 3 %  o f  th o se  
su rv ey ed  su p p o rted  th e  in itia tiv e  a s  p re sen tly  w o rd ed . 7 1 %  felt th e  p ra c tice  w as 
u n sp o rtin g  an d  u n eth ica l.

In  an  e f fo r t to  p u t the  issue  to  res t, so  far as  th e  p u b lic  w as  co n ce rn ed , th e  in itia tiv e  
c a m p a ig n  w a s  w ag ed . A  s te e r in g  c o m m itte e  w a s  fo rm ed  w h ich  in c lu d ed  an  ex -g o v e rn o r 
and  L t. G o v e rn o r, C o m m iss io n e r o f  fish  an d  g am e, re g io n a l su p e rv iso r o f  g am e , an d  4 
ex -g am e  b o a rd  m em b ers. In  N o v e m b e r o f  1996, P ro p o s itio n  3 p assed  by  5 8 .5  %  o f  th e  
v o te , h av in g  ach iev ed  a  m a jo rity  v o te  in all but 6  o f  th e  4 0  e lec tio n  d is tr ic ts  in th e  s ta te . 
A n d  it w a sn ’t  ju s t  a  v o te  o f  th e  u rb an  c e n te rs -  it p assed  in to w n s  and  v illa g es  like D e lta  
Ju n c tio n , C h u g iak , W asilla , P a lm er, N o m e , B e th e l, A n iak , A rc tic  V illag e , K o y u k u k , 

K iv i l in a , A n ak tu v u k  P ass , B a rro w , W rangell, C ra ig  an d  K ake, to  n am e a  few .

It h as  n o w  b een  tw o  y ea rs  s in ce  th e  p a ssag e  o f  P ro p o s itio n  3. T h e re  has b een  no  c ris is  o f  
g am e m an ag e m en t- no  w id esp read  c la m o r fo r w o lf  co n tro l, and  th e  n ew  law  h as y e t to  be 
ap p lied . In  th e  m ean tim e , th e  s ta tew id e  h a rv es t o f  w o lv es  h as  rem a in ed  w ell o v e r  a 
th o u san d  a  year, co n fo rm in g  to  th e  tre n d  o f  h ig h  h a rv es ts  s in ce  1990.

A n tic ip a tin g  e ffo rts  to  rep ea l th is  law , a n o th e r  s ta tew id e  D ittm an  p o ll w as co m m iss io n ed  
in N o v e m b e r  o f  1998. W h en  a sk e d  w h e th e r th e  s ta te  leg is la tu re  sh o u ld  rep ea l th e  cu rren t 
ban  o n  sam e-d ay  a irb o rn e  w o lf  h u n tin g , 7 0 %  said  no. A g a in  the  g eo g rap h ica l d is tr ib u tio n  
o f  su p p o rt w as  b ro ad - 6 5 %  in th e  ru ra l a reas , 6 2 %  in cen tra l A lask a , and  76%  in 
A n c h o ra g e  and  S o u th east.



T h e  p u b lic  d o e s  n o t w an t to  see  th is  law  ch an g ed .

T h e re  a re  th o se  w h o  say  th a t so m e o f  th e  lan g u ag e  o f  A S  16 .05 .783  is am b ig u o u s  and  
w ill lead  to  litig a tio n . T h is  is  u n fo u n d ed . T h u s  far, no  s itu a tio n  h as  a r ise n  to  te s t th e  
w o rk a b ility  o f  th e  law , an d  it is a  d isse rv ice  to  th e  p u b lic  to  co n c lu d e  th a t it is 
u n w o rk ab le . I f  th e re  is a  n eed  to  m o re  p rec ise ly  d e fin e  a  te rm , su ch  a s  b io lo g ica l 
em erg en cy , th e  G am e b o a rd  can  d o  it by  reg u la tio n . T h e  c o m m iss io n e r  o f  fish  an d  g am e 
h as  su ffic ien t la titu d e  and  d isc re tio n  to  m ak e  th e  th re sh h o ld  d e te rm in a tio n s  u n d e r  th e  
law.

I u rg e  th e  m em b ers  o f  th is  c o m m itte e  n o t to  m is ju d g e  th e  co n s id e rab le  p u b lic  sen tim en t 
o n  th is  m atte r.

T h an k  you . Jo e l B en n e tt,



A L A S K A  A I R B O R N E  H U N T I N G  S U R V E Y  -  J U L Y  1 9 9 5  
C o n d u c t e d  b y  D i t t m a n  R e s e a r c h  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  A K

I n  J u l y  1 9 9 5 ,  f i v e  h u n d r e d  s e v e n t e e n  ( 5 1 7 ) ,  r a n d o m l y  s e l e c t e d  A l a s k a n s  o v e r  t h e  a g e  o f  1 8 ,  l o c a t e d  i n  6 4  
c o m m u n i t i e s  w e r e  p e r s o n a l l y  c o n t a c t e d  b y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n t e r v i e w i n g  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  D i t t m a n  R e s e a r c h  
C o r p o r a t i o n .  A  r a n d o m  s a m p l e  d e s i g n  w a s  u s e d  w h i c h  e n s u r e d  that  a l l  h o u s e h o l d s  h a d  a n  e q u a l  c h a n c e  o f  
b e i n g  p o l l e d .  D a t u  p r o c e s s i n g  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  t h r o u g h  a  c o m p u t e r  s y s t e m  f e a t u r i n g  t h e  S t a t i s t i c a l  P a c k a g e  f o r  
t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s  ( S P S S / P C + )  p r o g r a m .  C i t i z e n  o p i n i o n  m e a s u r e m e n t s  b y  t h e  D i t t m a n  R e s e a r c h  
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  u t i l i z i n g  t h e s e  m e t h o d s  a n d  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  s y s t e m s ,  h a v e  p r o v e n  to  b e  v i r t u a l l y  p e r f e c t  p r e d i c t o r s  
o f  p o l i t i c a l  e l e c t i o n  r e s u lt s  i n  A l a s k a  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s .

F I N D I N G S
Q u e s t i o n :  " P l e a s e  t e l l  m e  w h e t h e r  y o u  a g r e e  o r  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  n e x t  s t a t e m e n t :  N o  p e r s o n  s h o u l d  u s e  a n  
a i r p l a n e  i n  t h e  a c t  o f  h u n t i n g  w o l v e s ,  a n d  is  th a t  s t r o n g l y  ( a g r e e / d i s a g r e e )  o r  j u s t  s o m e w h a t  ( a g r e e / d i s a g r e e ) ? "  
R e s p o n s e :  6 6 %  a g r e e  ( 5 0 %  s t r o n g l y  a g r e e ,  1 6 %  s o m e w h a t  a g r e e )

3 1 %  d i s a g r e e  ( 1 5 %  s t r o n g l y  d i s a g r e e ,  1 6 %  s o m e w h a t  d i s a g r e e )
4 %  u n s u r e

Q u e s t i o n :  " D o  y o u  a g r e e  o r  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t :  I t  is  u n s p o r t i n g  a n d  v i o l a t e s  a  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e  o f  
h u n t i n g  e t h i c s  f o r  a  p e r s o n  t o  u s e  a n  a i r p l a n e  i n  t h e  a c t  o f  h u n t i n g  w o l v e s ? "
R e s p o n s e :  7 1 %  a g r e e  ( 5 7 %  s t r o n g l y  a g r e e ,  1 4 %  s o m e w h a t  a g r e e )

2 5 %  d i s a g r e e  ( 1 3 %  s t r o n g l y  d i s a g r e e ,  1 2 %  s o m e w h a t  d i s a g r e e )
4 %  u n s u r e

Q u e s t i o n :  " D o  y o u  a g r e e  o r  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t :  I f  a  b i o l o g i c a l  e m e r g e n c y  e x i s t s ,  s u c h  a s  a  m o o s e  o r  
c a r i b o u  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  d a n g e r  o f  l o c a l  e x t i n c t i o n ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  u s e  
a i r p l a n e s  t o  c o n d u c t  l i m i t e d  a e r i a l  w o l f  c o n t r o l  p r o g r a m s ? "
R e s p o n s e :  6 9 %  a g r e e  ( 3 9 %  s t r o n g l y  a g r e e ,  3 0 %  s o m e w h a t  a g r e e )

2 6 %  d i s a g r e e  ( 1 7 %  s t r o n g l y  d i s a g r e e ,  9 %  s o m e w h a t  d i s a g r e e )
5 %  u n s u r e

Q u e s t i o n :  " I f  A l a s k a  h a d  a  s t a t e w i d e  b a l l o t  i n i t i a t i v e  th a t  s a i d ,  " N o  p e r s o n  m a y  s h o o t  a  w o l f ,  c o y o t e ,  
w o l v e r i n e ,  f o x  o r  l y n x  th at  s a m e  d a y  th at  p e r s o n  is  a i r b o r n e .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o n c l u d e  th a t  a  b i o l o g i c a l  
e m e r g e n c y  d o e s  e x i s t ,  a  s a m e - d a y  a e r i a l  w o l f  c o n t r o l  p r o g r a m  c o n d u c t e d  b y  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  p e r s o n n e l  o n l y  m a y
b e  a u t h o r i z e d "  -  D o  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  w o u l d  v o t e  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  that  i n i t i a t i v e ? "
R e s p o n s e :  6 3  %  F o r

3 3 %  A g a i n s t  
4 %  U n s u r e

P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  e x c e e d e d  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  a l l  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s  o f  A l a s k a :

R u r a l :  5 7 %  f o r ,  4 5 %  a g a i n s t
C e n t r a l :  5 5 %  f o r ,  4 2 %  a g a i n s t
S o u t h c e n t r a l :  6 5 %  f o r ,  3 3 %  a g a i n s t
A n c h o r a g e :  6 6 %  f o r ,  2 9 %  a g a i n s t
S o u t h e a s t :  6 2 %  f o r ,  2 7 %  a g a i n s t

METHODOLOGY
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B A L L O T  M E A S U R E  N O . 3 
Bill P ro h ib itin g  S am e D ay  A irb o rn e  H u n tin g

This b ill w o u ld  b a r  h u n tin g  w ild  w o lf, w o lv e rin e , fox o r  ly n x  th e  s a m e  d a y  a  p e rs o n  w a s  a irb o rn e . 
H o w ev er, th e  Board of G am e co u ld  a llo w  ae ria l w o lf  c o n tro l  if  th e  C o m m iss io n e r  o f F ish a n d  G am e  
d ec id ed  a  b io lo g ica l em erg en cy , w h e re  w o lv es  in  a spec ific  a r e a  w e re  c a u s in g  irre v e rs ib le  loss o f  a 
p re y  p o p u la tio n . T h e  la w  w o u ld n 't  a p p ly  to  p e o p le  a irb o rn e  th e  sa m e  d a y  on  r e g u la r , sch e d u le d  
co m m e rc ia l flig h ts . B reak in g  th e  la w  w o u ld  b e  a  m is d e m e a n o r . T h e  p e n a lty  c o u ld  b e  jail tim e  u p  
to  o n e  y e a r , a f in e  u p  to  $5,000, a n d  fo r fe itu re  o f a irc ra f t o r  g e a r  u s e d  in  th e  o ffense .

T o w n  arid  V illage B re a k d o w n  
o f S ta te w id e  E lection  V ote  - N o v e m b e r  6 ,1 9 9 6

YES V O T E : 137,635 (58.5% )

N O  V O T E : 97,690 (41.5% )

B a llo t Language:

M a jo r ity M a jo r i ty

D ist. T o w n  & V illage Yes N o D ist. T o w n  & V illage Yes N o

1 C lo v e r  Pass 197 194 3 L em o n  C re e k 423 282

1 H y d e r 27 18 3 S a lm o n  C ree k 334 126

1 K etch ik an 1620 1227 3 S w itz e r  C ree k 277 143

1 M t. P o in t 157 136 3 D is tr ic t 3  A b sen te e 890 306

1 Sax m an 321 256 3 D istric t 3 Q u e stio n 304 102

1 W a ck e r 82 75 4 A u k e  Bay 520 267

1 D istric t 1 A b sen te e 529 394 4 B ro th e rh o o d  Br. 472 248

1 D istric t 1 Q u e stio n 223 148 4 F ritz  C o v e 318 172

2 K u p re a n o f 9 3 4 M e n d e n h a ll 2107 1186

2 P e te rsb u rg 564 383 4 L ynn C a n a l 370 126

2 S cow  Bay 147 120 4 D istric t 4  A b sen te e 736 371

2 W ran g e ll 489 450 4 D istric t 4  Q u e stio n 297 140

2 H a lib u t Pt. 604 338 5 A n g o o n 130 104

2 Ja m e s to w n  Bay 388 194 5 C hilkac 51 37

2 M t. E d g eco m b 68 26 5 C o ffm an  C o v e 47 45

2 S itka 1135 570 5 C ra ig 287 169

2 D istric t 2 A b sen te e  • 765 411 5 G u s ta v u s 139 38

2 D istric t 2  Q u e s tio n 207 75 5 H a in e s 342 291

3 D o u g las 1041 451 5 H y d a b e rg 56 38

3 Ju n ea u 2113 845 5 K ake 164 112



Dist. T o w n  & V illage Yes N o D ist. T o w n  & V illage Yes N o

5 K asaan 8 7 7 D ia m o n d  R idge 335 223

5 K law o k 172 97 7 F ritz  C ree k 376 227

5 K lu k w an 35 19 7 K a ch em ak  Bay 93 62

5 E d n a  Bay 15 7 7 H o m e r 880 595

5 P en in su la 123 61 7 S e ld o v ia 96 86

5 Pt. B aker 15 11 7 D istric t 7  A b sen te e 753 500

5 S k ag w a y 230 105 7 D istric t 7 Q u e stio n 210 137

5 T h o m e  Bay 133 131 8 B ear C ree k 263 190

5 Y ak u ta t 138 99 8 C o o p e r  L an d in g 93 57

5 H o o n a h 200 116 8 M o o se  P ass 72 54

5 M etlak a tla 315 185 8 S e w a rd 494 290

5 Pelican 55 28 8 H o p e 35 26

5 P o rt A lex a n d e r 23 9 8 D istric t 8 A b sen te e 582 492

5 Elfin C o v e 17 10 8 D is tric t 3 Q u e stio n 139 123

5 T en a k ee 42 9 9 D istric t 9 A b se n te e 423 390

5 D istric t 5 A b sen te e 714 409 9 D istric t 9  Q u e stio n 110 104

5 D istric t 5 Q u e stio n 97 56 A n c h o ra g e (w /A & Q ) 58231 35294

6 O u z in k ie 47 29 26 P io n e e r  P eak 489 457

6 P o rt Lions 46 38 26 F airv iew 315 309

6 A kh io k 22 6 26 W asilla 1071 904

6 C a p e  C h in ia k 40 24 26 C h u g ia k 888 752

6 7lats 471 201 26 D istric t 26 A b sen te e 426 329

6 K arlu k 12 4 26 D istric t 26 Q u e stio n 284 185

6 < odiak 1077 536 27 3utte 376 368

6 ^arsen Bay 22 21 27 7 ish  H o o k 157 133

6 M ission Rd. 610 338 27 G re a te r  P a lm e r 711 611

6 O ld  H a rb o r 45 26 27 „azy M o u n ta in 339 339

6 District 6 A b se n te e 723 277 27 ^.akes 680 585

6 District 6 Q u e s tio n 159 74 27 ’a im e r 677 476

7 in g lish  Bay 34- 28 27 S u tto n 157 135

7 ’o r t G ra h a m 48 22 27 D istrict 27 A b sen te e 515 418

7 A n ch o r Pt. 349 307 27 District 27 Q u e stio n 242 159



Dist. T o w n  & V illage Yes N o Dist. T o w n  & V illage Yes N o

28 Big L ake 354 342 33 D istric t 33 A b sen te e 528 359

28 B ogard 197 156 33 D istric t 33 Q u e stio n 213 203

28 H o u s to n 170 135 34 A n d e rso n 65 64

28 K n ik  G o o se 527 481 34 D en ali P a rk 85 17

28 M e a d o w  L ake 532 482 34 H ealy 213 148

28 S ch ro ck 793 622 34 E ielson 935 464

28 S u s itn a 112 94 34 N o rth  P o le 235 225

28 T a lk e e tn a 176 119 34 D istric t 34 A b sen tee 918 367

28 W asilla  F ish o o k 102 85 34 D istric t 34 Q u e stio n 25 7 160

28 D istric t 28 A b se n te e 564 433 35 C o rd o v a 491 395

28 D istric t 28 Q u e stio n 235 174 35 D elta  Jet. 155 145

29 E ster 334 318 35 V a ld e z  #1 250 172

29 G eist 216 204 35 V a ld e z  # 2 281 170

29 U n iv e rs ity  C a m p u s 302 124 35 V a ld e z  #3 298 184

29 U n iv e rs ity  H ills 317 283 35 W h ittie r 66 28

29 D istric t 29  A b se n te e 593 318 35 D istric t 35 A b sen tee 581 421

29 D istric t 29 Q u e stio n 293 161 35 D istric t 35 Q u e stio n 141 125

30 F a irb an k s  #4 236 221 36 A n iak 95 81

30 F a irb an k s  #10 318 288 36 A n v ik 14 9

30 L em eta 271 240 36 A rctic  V illage 25 20

30 S h an ly 222 205 36 B eaver 29 11

10 D istric t 30  A b se n te e 415 238 36 C h u a th b a lu k 20 11

30 D istric t 30  Q u e stio n 228 137 36 C ro o k e d  C ree k 21 19

31 Fairbanks #2 213 192 36 F o rtu n a  L edge 65 27

31 F a irb an k s  #6 348 300 36 G ra y lin g 32 26

31 7a irb a n k s  #7 336 320 36 H o ly  C ro ss 45 37

31 D istrict 31 A b se n te e 371 231 36 H u g h e s 12 11

31 District 31 Q u e s tio n 257 198 36 K altag 49 30

32 7t. W a ir iw rig h t 801 264 36 K o y u k u k 21 16

32 D istrict 32 A b sen te e 649 273 36 L o w er K alskag 45 39

32 District 32  Q u e s tio n 213 119 36 N u la to 63 36



Dist. T o w n  & V illage Yes N o D ist. T o w n  & V illage Yes N o

36 R a m p a rt 10 8 3 7 W ales 27 9

36 R u ssian  M ission 48 25 37 D istric t 37  A b sen te e 198 109

36 S h a g e lu k 33 24 37 D istric t 37  Q u e stio n 125 69

36 S le e tm u te 13 11 38 A la k a n u k 66 46

36 T etlin 13 10 38 B revig  M ission* 51 40

36 T u lu k s a k 60 40 38 C h e v a k 118 48

36 T y o n ek 21 15 38 E lim 56 49

36 V en etie 38 27 38 E m m o n ak 113 81

36 M e n ta s ta 14 14 38 G a m b e il 71 63

37 A m b le r 59 39 38 G o lo v in 33 22

37 A n a k tu v u k  Pass 56 35 38 H o o p e r  Bay 117 93

37 A tq a su k 35 30 38 K otlik 87 55

37 B arrow 708 339 38 K o y u k 67 33

37 B ro w erv ille 147 75 38 M e k o ry u k 51 25

37 B uck land 89 31 38 M o u n ta in  V illage 106 91

37 D eerin g 34 21 38 N e w to k  ' 60 41

37 D io m ed e 17 6 38 N ig h tm u te 44 27

37 K ak to v ik 62 36 38 N o m e  #1 285 214

37 < iana 65 48 38 N o m e  #2 354 190

37 < ivalina 78 • 38 38 P itk as  Pt. 20 3

37 < obuk 29 11 38 S cam m o n  Bay 48 32

37 K o tz e b u e ■ 463 229 38 S h ak to o lik 47 33

37 \Jo a tak 79 33 38 S h e ld o n  Pt. 24 15

37 M oorvik 114 60 38 St. M ary 's 103 56

37 vju iqsu t 77 34 38 St. M ich ae l 71 47

37 3t. H o p e 109 84 38 S teb b in s 80 34

37 Pt. Lay 33 17 38 T e lle r 39 33

37 S e law ik 72 53 38 T o k so o k  Bay 95 63

37 S h ism a re f 94 78 38 T u n u n a k 68 48

37 S h u n g n a k 53 28 38 U n a la k le e t 170 86

37 /V ainw righ t 113 57 38 W h ite 's  M t. 44 25



Dist. T o w n  & V illage Yes N o Dist. T o w n  & V illage Yes N o

38 D istric t 38 A b sen te e 151 100 40 St. G e o rg e 27 15

38 D istric t 38 Q u e stio n 119 152 40 St. P a u l 84 57

39 A k iach ak 87 57 40 A le u tia n s  #2 482 201

39 A k iak 57 31 40 K o k h a n k  Ig u ig ig 44 22

.39 A lek n ag ik 24 19 40 L evelock 24 9

39 A tm a u tlu a k 57 34 40 N a k n e k 108 85

39 B ethel #1 165 112 40 N o n -D a lto n 46 31

39 B ethel # 2 186 119 40 P e d ro  Bay 11 9

39 Bethel #3 215 140 40 S a n d  P o in t 100 67

39 C h e fo m a k 66 48 40 S o u th  N a k n e k 25 25

39 C la rk 's  P om t 15 8 40 D istric t 40  A b sen te e 427 328

39 D illin g h am 336 296 40 D istric t 40  Q u e s tio n 74 55

39 Eek 48 35

39 E kw ok 23 17

39 G o o d n e w 's  Bay 35 26

J9 K asig luk 76 65

39 K ip n u k 74 53

39 K o lig an ek 43 23

39 K w e th lu k 109 55

39 slap ask iak 58 52

39 slew St. U y ah o k 90 62

39 s ju n ap itch u k 62 52

39 District 39 A b sen te e 177 123

39 District 39 Q u e stio n 166 95

40 A k u ta n 33 16

40 A leu tian s  #1 22 19

40 C h ig n ik 23 17

40 C o ld  Bay 37 13

40 E g eg iak  - P ilo t Pt. 19 12

40 <ing’C o v e 60 45

40 <ing S a lm o n 77 66



M in o r i ty M in o r i ty

Dist. T o '.vn & V illage Yes ' N o D ist. T o w n  & V illage Yes N o

1 M ey ers  C h u ck 3 10 32 B ad g er #1 228 365

1 M u d  Bay 295 325 32 B ad g er #2 385 52*'

1 P en n o ck  G ra v in a 10 19 32 L ak ev iew 64 79

1 W a rd  C o v e 67 95 32 S te e se  E ast 247 346

7 N in ilch ik 162 197 33 C h a ta n ik a 13 14

7 K asilo f 506 764 33 C h e n a  Lakes 323 466

8 R id g ew ay 317 551 33 Fox 105 189

8 S o ld o tn a 537 659 33 N e w b y 333 449

8 S p o rts  L ake 209 315 33 P lack 314 506

8 S te rlin g . 230 497 33 S te e le 521 693

9 K enai Beach 366 577 33 S te e se  W est 579 758

9 K enai 937 1135 33 T w o  R ivers 173 246

9 N ik isk i 389 618 34 C a n tw e ll 29 51

<?•J S a la m a to f 199 322 34 C le a r 52 59

27 S h eep  M o u n ta in 27 68 34 M o o se  C reek 88 120

27 F arm  L oop 192 233 34 R ich a rd so n 409 515

28 T ra p p e r  C ree k 65 73 34 S alch a 148 239

28 W illow 218 227 35 Big D elta 422 467

29 C h en a 477 535 35 G a k o n a 21 54

29 F arm er 's  L o o p 394 426 35 G len a lla n 126 289

29 G o ld s tre a m 520 529 35 K en n y  Lake 73 139

29 U n iv e rs ity  W est 493 500 35 P ax so n 10 18

30 A irp o r t 276 300 35 T a titie k 11 lu

30 A u ro ra 391 493 36 A llak ak e t 17 60

30 F a irb an k s  #5 251 339 36 Settles 6 21

30 Pike 102 186 36 C e n tra l 18 50

31 F a irb an k s  #1 109 202 36 C h is to c h in a 28 62

31 F airb an k s  #3 246 336 36 C irc le 12 13

31 F a irb an k s  #8 418 508 36 C o p p e r  C e n te r 68 108

31 F a irb an k s  #9 352 469 36 D o t Lake 16 52



Dist. T o w n  & V illage Yes N o D ist. T o w n  & V illage Yes N o

36 E agle 33 55 36 T a k o tn a 6 16

36 Ft. Y ukon 86 88 36 T an a c ro ss 15 33

36 G alen a 56 120 36 T a n a n a 36 81

36 H u slia 36 46 36 T o k 149 245

36 K alsk ag 25 31 36 D istric t 36 A b se n te e 359 39")

36 L iven g o o d 8 20 36 D istric t 36 Q u e s tio n 93 1 4 )

36 M an ley  H o t S p rin g s 21 32 38 S a v o o n g a 106 1 0 ''

36 M cG ra th 29 128 39 K o n g ig a n a k 48 53

36 M into 38 47 39 K w ig illin g o k 54 5'.>

36 N e n an a 80 127 39 M an o k o ta k 33 46

36 N ik o la i 6 32 39 N a p a k ia k 32 50

36 N o rth w a y 46 51 39 Q u in h a g a k 70 85

36 Pilo t S ta tio n 71 72 39 T o g iak 83 86

36 R uby 16 33 39 T u n tu tu lia k 42 48

36 S tev en s  V illage 17 21 40 Illiam n a 36 40

36 S to n y  R iver 9 12 40 P o rt H e id en 9 14



Anchorage M ajority

D i s t r i c t S e n a t o r H o u s e  R e p Y e s N o A b s e n t e e  Y e s A b s e n t e e  N o Q u e s t  Y e s Q u e s t  N o

1 0 W a r d G r e e n 3 3 9 1 2 5 3 9 5 2 5 3 4 9 2 1 3 1 1 0

I I P e a r c e R o k e b u r g 2 7 3 4 1 9 2 6 4 9 1 2 8 6 2 2 4 1 0 8

1 2 P e a r c e H a n l e y 2 S 4 9 2 0 7 4 4 2 6 2 6 5 2 6 7 1 4 5

13 L e m a n B e r k o w i t z 3 5 3 1 2 0 8 3 5 7 4 2 9 0 3 1 6 1 1 5

14 L e m a n M a r t i n 2 0 7 0 1 0 7 0 9 3 5 2 8 6 3 9 2 1 3 4

1 5 E l l i s C r o f t 2 4 4 3 1 3 2 8 3 9 9 1 8 5 3 9 2 1 4 9

1 6 E l l i s K e m p l e n 1 7 6 8 9 9 6 2 1 8 1 0 4 2 1 5 1 1 0

1 7 P a r n e l l C o w d e r y 2 8 8 2 1 8 2 2 4 8 2 2 5 1 2 5 6 1 4 3

1 8 P a m e l l B u n d c 4 0 0 3 2 5 9 2 7 4 9 4 1 2 1 8 7 7 8

1 9 D o n l e y S a n d e r s 2 9 0 4 1 9 0 3 4 2 1 2 2 0 3 5 7 1 4 5

2 0 D o n l e y P o r t e r 2 8 3 0 1 9 1 8 5 1 3 2 4 0 2 3 2 1 1 8

2 1 K e l l y R y a n 2 8 2 9 1 6 2 0 4 1 1 1 8 2 3 2 1 1 3 1

2 2 K e l l y B a m e s 3 5 4 1 2 1 8 7 6 8 3 3 5 0 2 6 6 1 2 3

2 3 P h i l l i p s M u l d e r 1 6 4 0 8 9 7 5 1 2 1 6 5 2 1 1 8 1

24 P h i l l i p s K o t t 3 0 0 3 1 9 6 0 6 2 4 2 6 6 2 5 6 1 0 8

2 5 H a l f o r d D y s o n 3 0 9 1 2 2 9 5 4 7 1 3 1 9 1 8 3 1 1 6



A lask a  S a ru e -D ay -A ir H u n tin g  S u rv ey  - N o v e m b e r 1998 
C o n d u c te d  by D ittm a n  R e se a rc h  C o rp o ra tio n , A n c h o ra g e . A fc

M E T H O D O L O G Y
D uring the period  o f  N ovem ber 5 through N ovem ber 16. 1998. five hundred  six (5.06) A laskans over 
the age o f  16, located  in 64 com m unities, w ere personally  con tacted  via ie lephoneiby  professional 
in terv iew ing  em ployees o f  the D ittm an R esearch C orporation  o f  A laska. T he view s and opinions o f  
A laskan residen ts w ere recorded on a strictly  confidentia l basis. A random  sam plejdesign  was used 
w hich ensured  that all households had an equal chance o f  being  polled. D ata p rocessing  w as 
com pleted  th rough  a com puter system  featuring the S ta tistica l P ackage for the  Sooial Sciences
(SPSS) program . C itizen opin ion  m easurem ents by the D ittm an  R esearch  C orpora ion, u tiliz ing  the
prev iously  described  m ethodology’ analytical procedures and data p rocessing  system s have proven  to 
be v irtually  perfec t p red ic tions o f  po litical elec tion  resu lts in A laska for the past tw en ty-e igh t years.

i

FIN D IN G S ;
In 1996 Alaskan voters approved an initiative to ban the same-day airborne killing o f wolves by a 
margin o f 58% to 42%. Today, two years later (1998), the margin appears to remain consistent - 
reported current support exceeds opposition by 17% (5634 support, 39% oppose) qnd 70% say they 
would oppose legislative attempts to overturn the ban on airborne hunting.

I

Q u estio n : "A nd w h a t’s your op in ion  now , tw o years later - do you  support or oppose the hunting  o f  
wolves the sam e day  that hunters h ad  been flying?"
R esp o n se : 56%  oppose

39%  support !
5%  unsure

Q u estio n : "U nder A laska law , the S tate L egislature could  attem pt to repeal the cu jren t ban  on sam e- 
day airborne w o lf  hunting early  nex t year. W ould you support repealing  the ban , or do you feel the 
ban should  be left in  p lace?"
R esp o n se: 70%  leave ban in  p lace

24%  repeal the ban  
6% unsure

i
O pposition to repealing  the sam e-day  airborne hun ting  ban  exceeds support in all geographic regions 
o f  A laska and regard less o f  po litica l affiliation.

Rural:
Central:
Southcentral:
A nchorage;
Southeast:

65%  oppose. 30%  support 
62%  oppose, 31%  support 
62%  oppose, 32%  support 
76%  oppose, 19% support 
76%  oppose, 15% support

D em ocrat
R epublican

76% oppose 
60% oppose

19% support 
37%  support


