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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

SB 139

An Act relating to the labeling o f fish and fisheries products as farmed, or wild or natural.

SB 139 adds language to the “misbranded foods” statutes that will require the labeling of 
all seafood products stating w hether they are farmed or wild. The requirem ents of this 
bill will be in addition to the requirements for the labeling o f salmon already contained in 
statute.

Presently, many retailers sell farmed shrimp and other farmed seafood. Much of this 
seafood is farmed in bogs and im ported from abroad. Unless a consum er asks a clerk, 
there is generally no labeling to tell the consum er that the product is farmed. Often, with 
large praw ns, for exam ple, the price would indicate that one was purchasing a wild 
product.

We pride ourselves on our wild fish stocks. This is true for o ther species o f fish and 
shellfish as well as for salm on. We have clean cold water in A laska unlike many of the 
areas w here the farmed shellfish and farm ed finfish com e from. The quality of our 
A laskan fish is far superior to the quality o f the farmed product com ing into the state. 
This bill is simply an endeavor to promote the sale of Alaskan wild stock seafood and to 
provide additional “Truth in labeling” requirements.
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CS F O R  SEN A T E B ILL  NO. 139( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TW ENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

O ffe red :
Re fe rred :

Sponsor(s): SENATOR TAYLOR

A B ILL 

F O R  AN A C T  EN TITL ED  

"A n A ct re la ting  to th e  labeling o f fa rm ed  fish and  fisheries p ro d u c ts ."

BE IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G ISL A T U R E  O F T H E  STA TE O F A LA SK A :

* Section  1. AS 17,20.040 is am ended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(13) it does not comply with the identification requirem ents of

AS 17.20.048.

* Sec. 2. AS 17.20 is am ended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 17.20.048. Iden tifica tion  o f fa rm ed  fish a n d  fisheries p ro d u c ts , (a)

In addition to the identification requirements for farmed salmon products under 

AS 17.20.040(12) and frozen fish under AS 17.20.044, a person who regularly engages 

in the business o f selling at retail fish or fisheries products as food may not sell 

farm ed fish or fisheries products as food in the state unless the fish or fisheries 

products are labeled as "farmed" or, if the fish or fisheries products are not packaged, 

unless the fish or fisheries products are conspicuously identified as "farmed".

(b) In this section,

(1) "farmed" means propagated or cultivated in a facility that grows or

-1- CSSB 139( )
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1 cultivates the fish or fisheries products in captivity or under positive control but that

2 is not a salmon hatchery that is ow ned by the state or that holds a salmon hatchery

3 perm it under AS 16.10.400; "farmed" does not include propagated or cultivated in the

4 state by mariculture; in this paragraph, "positive control" has the m eaning given in

5 AS 16.40.199;

6 (2) "fish or fisheries products" has the meaning given in AS 17.20.370,

7 but does not include food that contains other ingredients than the fish or fisheries

8 products; in this paragraph, "other ingredients" does not include water, oil, salt, or

9 preservatives used in canning or otherw ise preserving fish or fisheries products;

10 (3) "person" does not include an employee while acting in the capacity

11 o f  an em ployee of a business that sells the fish or fisheries products, unless the

12 em ployee also owns 10 percent or more o f the business;

13 (4) "selling at retail" includes selling by a restaurant or other place

14 where food is prepared and consumed.
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Thanks to organizations like AMSEA, NPFVOA and SeaGrant, and programs provided 
by outfits like Fremont Maritime Se^-ices, AVTEC and the U.S. Coast Guard, there is 
a broad network of professionals available to assist any vessel owner, any skipper, any 
crewman. Groups like the Seattle Fishermen's Memorial Committee will even help 
pick up the cost.

Ads from attorneys should make you uncomfortable. A diligent safety program can help you 
in court. Hut that’s just one reason to promote safety. There are belter reasons than that.

Atlantic ‘Kings’

Editor,

1 have been spending some time lliis 

winter in Northern Idaho and took the 

enclosed photographs in Fred Meyer’s 

store in September 1998.

It appears to be a ra th e r common 

practice to display and sell A tlantic 

salmon as "king salmon." The local mer­

chants and sales persons do not know 

the difference and when confronted on 

the subject state: "Well, that's what our 

suppliers tell us it is."

W ith a ll the  p rob lem s and low 

prices we have in the Alaskan salmon 

industry, the last thing we need is to 

have our competition unfairly misrep­

resenting their product. We need an 

investigation of this practice and leg-

islative and/or legal action taken to be 

sure it is stopped.

The long term solution to our prob­

lem lies in developing and implementing 

an aggressive marketing program that 

educates the public to the virtues and 

purity of Alaska naturally grown, wild 

salmon versus our competition's farmed 

product. This must be accompanied by 

our on-going program  to continually 

improve the product quality and develop 

new, convenient and attractive product 

presentations.

Sincerely,

Norman K. Sownrds

Ft V Maty Kay |

1

under Section 11, whether the vessel 

a t anchor were the stand-on or the give­

way vessel (depending on the particular 

aspects the vessels presented during the 

approach) Rules 16 and 17 required 

action by the vessel at anchor to avoid 

the collision. Rule 18 did not apply to 

this incident, and neither vessel was 

directed by it to keep out of the way of 

the other.

rules of the road and reflect on your own 

never-ceasing responsibility for the safety 

of passengers and crew.

What the devil were you doing while 

this boat was bearing down on you for 

30 m inutes until your deckhand told 

you to “look"?

Clyde W inter

Grafton, \VI

A rose is a rose, hut an Atlantic is not a king.


