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A la ska  State Leg is la tu re

#

O f f i c i a l  B u s i n e s s  
P h o n e :  ( 9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 2 6 8 9  
F a x :  ( 9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 3 4 7 2

S ta te  C a p i t o l  
R o o m  4 1 1
J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

Representative Gail Phillips

SPONSOR STATEMENT
CS HCR 9 (RES) am - “Take a Young Person Hunting Week”

CS H C R  9 (RES) am  seeks to nam e the second  w eek  in S ep tem ber each  y ea r  as 
“T ak e  a Y oung  Person  H unting W e e k ” . Such an event w ould  greatly  assis t  in 
p reserv ing  our  hunting heritage and to encourage  A laskan  hunters to b eco m e 
know ledgeab le  in the areas o f  sportf ish ing  and hunting. N am ing  a special w e e k  
w ould  greatly  com plim ent the H unter  E ducation  and  Shooting  Sports p ro g ram  funded  
last year  by  the legislature.

I am  hopeful that the m em bers o f  this com m ittee  are w illing to dedicate  a specia l 
w eek  w here  experienced hunters can pass along to our  children hunting  skills , gun  
safety  aw areness and the contributions o f  responsib le  and  ethical hun ter  behav io r .

Thank you.

Offered before the 
Senate Resources Committee



Executive Proclamation

Tony Knowles, Governor

Hunting is an important part of tlic Alaska heritage, and for many Alaskans, an important 
part of their lifestyles.

To perpetuate the honored traditions of hunters, gatherers, and conservationists, it is 
essential to educate children on gun safety, hunting skills, and hunting ethics.
Experienced hunters have an obligation to pass along their wealth of knowledge to ensure 
future generations respect the natural world around them, and make smart, and safe 
decisions when choosing to hunt.

Alaska’s hunting heritage is essential to tiie state’s well-being and embedded in tiic spirit 
of the people who live here.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Tony Knowles, Governor of the State of Alaska, do hereby 
proclaim September 5-12, 1999, as:

Take A Young Person Hunting Week

in Alaska, and encourage experienced hunters to leacii young Alaskans the outdoor 
tradition of hunting and to educate them on the importance of gun safety.

DATED: September 8, 1999

Tony Jfnryvles, Governor 
who (tax also authorized the seal 
o f the State o f  Alaska to be affixed 
to this proclamation.
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© Representative Gail Phillips 5/5/99
.State Capital 
Juneau AK

Dear Representative Phillips,

I appreciate the attention you have given to the idea of a “Take A Kid Hunting Weekend" 
for the state of Alaska. It can not be denied that hunting is an important part of our heritage and lifestyle 
here.ia Alaska. It is crucial to meeting the management goals and strategies set forth by the Department of 
Fish and Game to provide for sustained yield of fish and game resources. You must be aware that hunter’s 
numbers are declining nationwide and particularly in Alaska. Only an estimated ten- percent or less of our 
U.S. population hunts, A large portion of our wildlife conservation funding comes through Pittraan- 
Robertson Act money. This money is collected through a Federal excise tax'that hunters pay when they 
purchase firearms and ammunition. As hunter numbers continue to decline, so will revenue for wildlife 
conservation. This does not bode well for the future of our hunting heritage.

I feel it is vitally important that wc actively recruit and mentor our kids in our hunting heritage, i 
am a volunteer hunter education instructor that believes it is better to hunt with.vour kids than to hunt for 
them. In tiie last statewide election, the youth of Alaska YOtcd in their meek election, “The Kid’s Vote", to 
pass Ballot Initiative Niue. Ballot Initiative Nine would have disallowed the use of snares for the taking of 
wolves. It was because of that mock vote that I became aware of the tumine tide of opinion among the 
majority of our youth regarding wildlife management issues. Our Alaskan kids need to be taught the 
importance of hunting as part of our traditions, heritage and lifestyle. Wc owe it to them to teach them the 
important role hunting plays in wildlife management. Only then can they make informed choices. Many 
other states encourage the mentoring and education of them youth through an annual event such as 'Take a 
Kid Hunting Weekend.” I feel we, os Alaskans, deserve tilt same. Once again, thank you for your support.

Larry L. Lewis 
?0 Box 403
Kasilof AK 99610
262-9368 work 
262-J.370 home
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S e n a to r  J o h n  T o rg e rso n  
S ta te  C a p ito l 
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a to r  T o rg e rso n :

FAX: (907) 46S-4779

My n a m e  is  K e ith  P h illip s  a n d  1 am  p re s id e n t  o f A la s k a ’s K e n a i P e n in s u la  C h a p te r  o f  S a fa r i  
C lu b  In te r n a t io n a l .  I’m  w rit in g  th is  le t te r  in  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  "T ake a  K id  H u n t in g  W e e k e n d ' 
p ro p o s a l  L a r ry  L ew is h a s  d is c u s s e d  w ith  y o u .

T oo m a n y  o f  to d a y ’s y o u n g  p eo p le  h av e  b e e n  b r a in  w a s h e d  in to  b e lie v in g  t h a t  h u n t in g  is  
u n n e c e s s a r y  a n d  t h a t  h u n te r s  en joy  in f lic tin g  p a in .  I t 's  t im e  to  te l l  th e m  th e  t ru th !

A n im a l r ig h ts  a c t iv is ts  h a v e  s h a p e d  th e  m in d s  o f o u r  y o u th  th ro u g h  te le v is io n , m o v ie s  a n d  
sc h o o ls  a s  in d ic a te d  b y  th e  r e s u l t s  of a  y o u th  v o te  o n  th e  w o lf  s n a r in g  in i t ia t iv e  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  
e lec tio n . If  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  vo ting  p u b lic  fe lt th e  s a m e  w ay  th e s e  y o u n g  p e o p le  feel w e  w o u ld  
h a v e  a lre a d y  lo s t  o u r  r ig h ts  to  h u n t ,  t r a p ,  a n d  b e a r  a r m s .

O n e  o f th e  p ro b le m s  i3 t h a t  th e  m a jo rity  o f  h u n te r s  d o n 't  fu lly  re a liz e  th e  d a n g e r  o f n o t  t a k in g  a  
p ro a c tiv e  p o s i t io n  in  te a c h in g  o u r  y o u n g  p e o p le  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  h u n t i n g  in  w ild life 
c o n s e rv a t io n .  If w e d o n 't  s t a r t  do ing  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  p ro te c t in g  a n d  p re s e rv in g  o u r  h u n t in g  
h e r ita g e  n o w  -  t h a t  m e a n s  g iv ing  y o u n g  p e o p le  e q u a l  t im e  w ith  o u r  v ie w p o in ts  -  th e  a n im a ls  
r ig h ts  a c t iv i s t s  w ill g a in  th e  co n tro l theyV e a lw a y s  d r e a m e d  of. T h a t 's  w h e n  th e  y o u n g e s t  
g e n e ra t io n  o f  A m e r ic a n s  t u r n s  vo ting  ag e  a n d  e v e n tu a l ly  g e ts  t h e  m a jo r i ty  vo te . '»h ia  d a y  is  f a s t  
a p p ro a c h in g .

I t 's  o u r  o b lig a t io n  -  n o t o u r  o p tio n  -  to  te a c h  a s  m a n y  y o u n g  p e o p le  a s  w e c a n  a b o u t  h o w  
e n jo y a b le , c h a r a c t e r  b u ild in g , a n d  e s s e n tia l  th e  r ig h t  to  h u n t  is . W e n e e d  to  te a c h  h u n t in g 's  
im p o r ta n c e  a s  a  g a m e  m a n a g e m e n t  tool to  ev e ry  c h ild  w h o s e  life w e  to u c h .  If e a c h  o n e  o f  u s  
d o e s n 't  d o  t h a t  r ig h t  now , th e  very  n e a r  f u tu r e  m ay  s e e  a ll o f  u s ,  in c lu d in g  o u r  c h i ld re n  a n d  
g ra n d c h i ld r e n ,  lo s e  th e  r ig h t  to  h u n t  -  forever!

In d iv id u a l in te r a c t io n  w ith  o u r  y o u th  is  th e  o n ly  w ay  o f  re v e r s in g  th e  d a m a g e  a lre a d y  d o n e . 
P ro o f of th i s  is  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  S C I's e d u c a t io n a l  m o o s e  h u n t s .  T h e  p a s t  tw o y e a r s  w e ’ve ta k e n  
h ig h  sc h o o l k id s ,  w ith  very  little  c h a n c e  of e v e r  h a v in g  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  h u n t ,  a n d  t a u g h t  
th e m  a b o u t  g u n  sa fe ty , h u n te r s  e d u c a t io n /e th ic s ,  a n d  a c tu a l  “h a n d s  o n  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  
p a c k in g , fle ld  d r e s s in g  a n d  b u tc h e r in g  a  p e rm it te d  m o o s e  kail. All o f  th e s e  y o u n g  p e o p le



th o ro u g h ly  en jo y e d  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  if  th e y  n e v e r  h u n t  a g a in , th e y  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  le a r n e d  a n  
a p p r e c ia t io n  fo r h u n t in g .

If  y o u  c o n s id e r  y o u rs e lf  a n  o u td o o r s m a n  a n d  y o u  t ru ly  c h e r is h  o u r  h u n t in g  h e r ita g e ,  a n  
im p o r ta n t  m o m e n t  h a s  c o m e . You a r e  in  th e  e n v ia b le  p o s itio n  o f  b e in g  a b le  to  h e lp  h u n t e r s  
th r o u g h o u t  th i s  s t a t e  t u r n  b a c k  th e  t id e  o f  lies, a n d  tw is te d  m is in fo rm a tio n  g e n e ra te d  b y  th e  
a n im a l r i g h t s  m o v e m e n t. B y in tro d u c in g  le g is la tio n  a s  p ro p o s e d  b y  L a rry  L ew is, fo r a  s t a t e  
s a n c t io n e d  “T a k e  a  K id H u n t in g  W eekend*  y o u  w o u ld  b e  g iv ing  u s  a  t r e m e n d o u s  to o l fo r 
g e n e ra t in g  a w a re n e s s  o f  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f h u n t in g  to  o u r  y o u th . T h e  r e s t  o f  i t  is  u p  to  u s .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  a t t e n t io n  to  th is  c r i t ic a l  i s s u e .

K e ith  P h illip s , P re s id e n t
A la s k a 's  K en a i P e n in s u la  C h a p te r  SCI



DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

T O N Y  K N O W L E S ,  G O V E R N O R

P.O. BOX25526 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99802-5526 
PHONE: (907) 465-4100 
FACSIMILE(907) 465-2332

January 7, 1999

The Honorable John Torgerson 
145 Main St. Loop, Ste.226 
Kenai, AK 99611

Dear Senato

Thank you for your letter o f December 23 suggesting that we consider legislation creating a 
“Take a Kid Hunting Weekend” in Alaska. I agree this concept has merit, and I have asked staff 
in the Wildlife Division to review the attached statutes from Minnesota to see what might be the 
best approach to take. I concur exemptions from license requirements may not make as much 
sense here as it may in Minnesota.

As you probably know, both the Division of Sport Fish and the Division o f Wildlife are investing 
considerable resources in outreach efforts to youth in Alaska through hunting and sport fishing 
education programs. Last year, the legislature funded a mobile Hunter Education and Shooting 
Sports program that we plan to have operational this spring in time for the Anchorage and 
Fairbanks sport shows. This program will be on the road through the summer and will reach 
thousands o f Alaska’s youth who have an interest in developing their skills in the shooting sports 
and learning safe responsible firearms handling. It would be a good vehicle to use to generate 
participation in a “Take a Kid Hunting Weekend” program if it is introduced and passed this 
session.

My staff and I are available to discuss this further at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Frank Rue 
Commissioner

11-K2LH 'Z't :>/in!50 on /ficvciec oaoei " y C.D.


