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Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States relating to voluntary school
prayer. (Introduced in the House)

HI 7 IH
106th CONGRESS

1st Session
H. J. RES. 7
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United Stales relating to voluntary school prayer.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

January 6, 1999

Mrs. EMERSON introduced the following joint resolution; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States relating to voluntaiy school prayer.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives ofthe United States of America in Congress assembled
(two-thirds ofeach House concurring therein), That the following article is hereby proposed as an amendment
to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the
Constitution if ratified by the legislatures of at least three-fourths of the several States within seven years from

the date of its proposal to the States by the Congress:
"Article--

‘Nothing in this Constitution shall be construed to prohibit individual or group prayer in public schools or
other public institutions. No person shall be required by the United States or by any State to participate in
prayer. Neither the United States nor any State shall prescribe the content of any such prayer.’
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Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States relating to voluntary school
prayer. (Introduced in the Senate)

SIS
106th CONGRESS
1st Session

S.J. RES. 1

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States relating to voluntary school prayer.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

January 19, 1999

Mr. THURMOND introduced the following joint resolution; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary

JOINT RESOLUTION
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States relating to voluntary school prayer.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives ofthe United States ofAmerica in Congress assembled
(two-thirds ofeach House concurring therein), That the following article is hereby proposed as an amendment
to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the
Constitution if ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven years from the date

of its submission to the States by the Congress:

"Article-

'‘Nothing in this Constitution shall be construed to prohibit individual or group prayer in public schools or
other public institutions. No person shall be required by the United States or by any State to participate in
prayer. Neither the United States nor any State shall compose the words of any prayer to be said in public

schools.’.
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to the Constitution would clarify that it does not prohibit vocal, voluntary prayer in the public school and
other public institutions. It emphatically states that no person may be required to participate in any prayer.
The government would be precluded from drafting school prayers. This well-crafted amendment enjoys the

support of an overwhelming number of Americans.

I strongly urge my colleagues to support prompt consideration and approval of this legislation during this
Congress.

Mr. President | ask unanimous consent that the joint resolution be printed in the Record.

There being no objection, the joint resolution was ordered to be printed in the Record, as follows:

SJ. Res. 1

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives ofthe United States ofAmerica in Congress
assembled, (two-thirds ofeach House concurring therein), That the following article is hereby proposed as
an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as
part of the Constitution if ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven
years from the date of its submission to the States by the Congress:
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Senator Jerry W ard

A laska State Legislature

SPONSOR STATEMENT

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 25

Religious freedom is a fundamental constitutional right enshrined by our founders in the
First Amendment to the United States Constitution.

This resolution would restore the right to pray voluntarily in public schools—a right,
which was freely exercised under our Constitution until the 19607, when the Supreme

Court ruled to the contrary.

The vast majority of Americans of all political parties favor a constitutional amendment
that will allow voluntary prayer in public schools and the First Amendment has been
turned on its head—it was meant to protect Church from State, not vise-versa.

Our government has a constitutional obligation to protect religious freedom and, in light
of the assault on traditional moral values, the government needs to ensure that freedom

without fear of hostility to open and public prayer.

Despite a clear express of the public's desire, federal courts have steadfastly refused to
allow many forms of religious expression.

As Supreme Court Justice William Douglas once stated: "We are a religious people
whose institutions presuppose a Supreme Being. Nearly every President since George
Washington has proclaimed a day of public prayer. Moreover, we as a Nation, continue
to recognize the Deity in our Pledge of Allegiance by affirming that we are a Nation
"under God." Our currency is inscribed with the motto, "In God We Trust." In the Body,
we open the Senate and begin our workday with the comfort and stimulus of voluntary
group prayers. |1 would note that this practice has been upheld as constitutional by the
Supreme Court.

It is unreasonable that the opportunity for the same beneficial experience is denied to the
boys and girls who attend public schools.
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To: Senator Robin Taylor

From: Jonathan and Ruth Ewig
2325-30th Avenue
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

phone/fax: 907-452=5538

RE: SUPPORT SJR 25 -relating to voluntary school prayer and any other
supporting resolutions.
Voluntary prayer was never Intended to be outlawed front public school

and now that it iswe have a disaster.

Respectfully yours,

BaCkground: In David Barton’s book America To Pray? or NoilO-Pray?,
(through the use of statistical information gathered primarily from U.S.
government offices, he contrasts the years when religious and moral principles
guided our national policies, with the years following their rejection. He looks
at each of the areas of “us” (the students), “our parents” (the families), “our
teachers” (the academic leaders), and “our Country”(the nation).

We see that after the reinterpretation of “separation of church and
state” in 1962, hundreds of lawsuits sprang up challenging any presence of
religion in public life. Some of these lawsuits included removal of student
prayer, removal of Bible readings, removal of the Ten Commandments from
view, and removal of benedictions and invocations from school activities.

The disaster that has followed has been witnessed by us in every arena
including but not limited to: an increase of pregnancies to unwed girls, STDs,
premarital sexual activity; a decrease in the number of male and female
virgins on college campuses; an increase in rape arrests, aggravated assault
arrests, murder arrests, divorce rates, unmarried coupler living together,
single parent households, adultery; a decrease in SAT scores; an increase in
Christian Schools established in the US; a decrease of Public school test scores
while at the same time an increase of Christian school scores; an increase of
violent crime, child abuse, sexual abuse of children, use of illegal drugs, AIDS,
and public corruption.



