


VICTIMS

for Justice  619 East Fifth Avenue • Anchorage, AK 99501 
(907) 278-0977 • Fax: (907) 258-0740

January 22,1999

Senator Robin Taylor, Chair 
Members of the Judiciary Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Re: Yes on Senate Bill 4

Dear Senator Taylor and Members of the Judiciary Committee:

One year ago this month Victims for Justice (VFJ) wrote a letter of support for the 
proposed Senate Bill 219, “The Crime Victims’ Rights and Advocacy Act of 1998.” A year later 
the need for this bill remains critical, because Alaska crime victims and their families continue to 
suffer twice, once at the hands of the criminal and auain at the hands of our justice system.

Alaska crime victims’ rights are being violated:

Imagine . . .  your brother is murdered -  beaten to death. You listen to the horror while 
attending the trial, waiting and anticipating your one opportunity to address the court. The 
opportunity to describe in your own words the catastrophic impact the senseless murder of your 
brother has on your life. You arrive at the courtroom on the day the district attorney’s office told 
you the sentencing will take place, only to learn the date was changed. The sentencing occurred 
the day before and no one notified you! Furthermore, you learn that during the sentencing the 
Judge did not inquire about your presence or even acknowledge that he had read your victim 
impact statement. This occurred in May 1998, in Anchorage.

Imagine . . .  your brother is murdered -  shot to death. You attend court every day 
listening to the horrors of the murder. The jury deliberates for three days and announces they 
have reached a verdict. The judge reads the verdict 15 minutes later, before any member of the 
murdered victim’s family has time to arrive at the courthouse! This occurred in November 1998, 
in Anchorage.

Imagine . . .  your mother is murdered when you are thirteen -  domestic violence. You 
and your seven siblings are removed from the home and placed in separate foster homes. No 
criminal charges are filed against the perpetrator. Four years later your 4 year-old brother is 
beaten to death by his foster parents -  again no criminal charges are filed. On July 5, 1998, you 
learn another brother is murdered -  beaten, stripped naked and left to die. This time to cope with
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the tremendous grief of losing ano ther member of your family you have the right and choose to 
be actively involved in eveiy aspect of the case. But in doing so, you must take a leave of 
absence from your employment. Employment that does not provide benefits for this type of 
leave time. To compensate for your financial losses you apply for violent crimes compensation. 
The compensation board meets in October, but delays a decision on your request because they are 
questioning your need to be present at all the hearings. The board does not meet again until 
December. On December 14, 1998 you receive word you will receive compensation, but for only 
one-third of your losses. Again you must appeal the process.

Alaskan families whose lives have been shattered by violent crime have the constitutional 
right to be given information, choices and an opportunity to participate in the criminal justice 
proceedings. Only when the rights of victims are given equal weight to the rights of the accused 
will there be guaranteed protection under the law. Restoring the harm done to victims must 
begin by our commitment to observing  and en forcing  the laws we have in place.

Please support the passage of Senate Bill 4, crime victims'rights must be protected and
enforced!

Sincerely,

Director

“Victims’ Voices: Silent No More”



STATE OF ALASKA
1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

F I S C A L  N O T E
BILL NO. SB 4

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction) ___________________________________Dept. Affected_________________ Law______________________
Title ...establishing an office of crime victims' advocacy; BRU  Criminal Division/Civil Division_________
amending...Rules of Criminal Procedure...Delinquency Rules..._______________ Component Human Services_________________________
Sponsor Senator Halford 1st-4th Jud Dist, Crim Apps/Spec Lit
Requester Senate Judiciary Committee Component Serial No. 2198-99/2261/79/01/03

2206
Expenditures/Revenues________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)_________________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
O PER A T IN G  EX P EN D IT U R ES FY  2000 F Y  2001 F Y  2002 F Y  2003 F Y  2004 F Y  2005
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claim s
Miscellaneous

TO T A L O PER A TIN G ******** ******** ******** ******** ******** ********

C A P IT A L  E X P EN D IT U R ES

CH AN GE IN R EV E N U ES  ( ) f

FUND S O U R C E    (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Specify Type)

TO TA L ******** ******** ******** ********

Estim ate of any current year (FY99 ) co st: 

PO SITIO N S
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separata page i f  necessary)
This bill establishes in the legislative branch the Office of the Victims’ Advocate. The victims' advocate will 

advocate on behalf of crime victims in felony cases in the courts of the state and investigate complaints of crime 
victims in felony and certain class A misdemeanor cases that they have been denied their rights under the constitution 
and laws of the state.

The potential fiscal impact from enactment of this law on the Department of Law is dependent on the philosophy 
and depth of involvement of the victims' advocate. At a minimum, the length of time required for cases in which the 
victims' advocate participates will increase, simply by virtue of having an additional attorney involved. The potential 
that the victims' advocate will be at odds with the prosecutor over matters involving trial strategy, tactics, and plea 
negotiations would add additional time and expense. These costs are speculative, and the department cannot assign a 
cost without additional experience. y____________/_____________________________________
Prepared by Joan M. Kasson ^ T — y ,) 9 1 _____ "/ Phone 465-5370
Division Attorney General's Office ‘ \  Date/Time 1/22/99,9:33 AM____________

Approved by Commissioner v   Bruce M. Botelho, Attorney General  Date 1/22/99_______________________
Agency Department of Law

^ E P A R E R T O  PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
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F I S C A L  N O T E .

STATE OF ALASK A  * B ILL NO: SB4

1999 LE G ISLA T IV E  SESSIO N

Revision Date:
T itle : Crim e V ic tim s ' Rights and

C O R R EC TED  1/22/99 10 :30am

A d vo cacy  A c t  of 1999

D ept. A ffected : 
B R U :
Com ponent:

.Eublic.Safety..
Vio lent Crim es Com pensation Board

Sponsor:
Requestor:

Senato r Halford
Senate  Ju d ic ia ry CO M PO N EN T S E R IA L  NO.

E X P EN D IT U R ES /R EV EN U ES : (Thousands of Dollars) (inflation not included)
D P P R A T IM f ! fv nn F V  0 1 F Y  0 2 F V  0 2 F V  0 4 . F Y  0 6
P F R S O N A I 9 F R V IC F R 0 . 0 0  0 0 o o  o 0  0 O 0
T R A V F I 0 . 0 o  o 0  0 0  o 0  O O 0
C O N T R A C T l IA I 0 . 0 0 . 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0  0
S I  IP P I IF S 0 . 0 0.0 0  0 0 . 0 0.0 0  0
F O I I I P M F N T 0  0 0 . 0 0.0 0  0 0.0 o  o
I A N n  Ri R T R I I C T I I R F S 0 0 0 . 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0  0
G R A N T S ,  C l A IM S 7 R . 0 9 9 . 7 1 32.7 1.76. A .334.7 3 1 2 . 1
M I9 C F I  I A M F C I IR 0  0 0  0 0 . 0 o  o 0.0 0  0
T O T A I O P F R A T IN G 7 R .O 9 9 . 7 132.7 176.4 234 7 3 1 2 . 1

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES.

CHANGE IN REVENUES( ) 
Revenue Code

1002 Federal Receip ts 30.0 27.9 42.0 53.8 72,4
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F
1005 GF/Propram  ReceiDts
1006 GF/M HTIA
Other 7 5 .0 6 9 ,7 104.8 134.4 180 9 2 3 9 .7
T O T A L 7 5 .0 9 9 .7 132,7 17G .4 ............ 224 ,7  . 312 .1

Estim ate of current year (F Y  99) impact: $ 0.0 
P O S IT IO N S :

FU LL-T IM E
PA R T-T IM F
T EW iQ 'R iSB Y

A N A LY S IS : (Attach a separate p rge  if necessary .) 

S ee  Attached

Prepared By: 
Division:

S u san  L . Browne, Administrator
Violent Crim es Compensation Board

Phone: 465-5525
Date: 1/19/99

Approved by Com m issioner: 
Agency:

. / < L — 1 &
Ronald L. Otte, Dept, of Public Safety

Date:

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office
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STATE OF A LA S K A  B ILL  NO: SB4
1999 LEG ISLAT IVE  SESSION

Revision Date:   Dept. A ffected : P u b l ic  S a f e t y

ANALYSIS CONTINUED:

It is not possible to predict how many claim requests for compensation will be received and/or awarded from one year to the next. 
Neither is it possible to predict how many claim requests will involve homicides or be eligible for compensation at maximum levels. 
Several claims awarded the maximum allowable by statute, significantly impacts this program's budget. This bill would increase the 
maximum available by statute to award on claims. The figures provided are based on the number of claims awarded at maximum 
levels in a typical year with the increased maximum factored in.
The number of claims received in recent years has continued to increase due to progressive outreach measures. This trend is likely 
to continue and estimates given here are based on an annual increase of 33%. The estimate for potential federal revenues is based 
upon 40% of the state funds awarded the previous year. This is the formula used by the Federal Government in awarding state 
compensation programs. The funds are contingent upon annual grant application and award.
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F I S C A L  N O T E  -

STATE OF ALASK A  ' * B ILL NO: SB 4
1999 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: 1/21/99______________________________________ Dept. A ffe c te d : P u b l ic  S a f e t y
T itle : O ffice  of V ic tim s ' A dvo cacy__________________________ B R U : C D V SA ___________

________________________________________________________________  Com ponent: C D V S A ___________
Sponsor: Sen . Halford_________________________________________________________________________________________
Requestor: S . Ju d ic ia ry_________________________________________ CO M PO N EN T S ER IA L  NO. _____

EX P EN D IT U R ES/R EV EN U ES : (Thousands o f Dollars) (inflation not included)____________________________
OPFRATING fy ?nnn fy ?nm fy ?nn? fy ?nns fv 9nna fy ?oor
PFRSONAI SFRVICFR
TRAVFI
CONTRACT! IAI
Rl IPPI IFS
FOl IIPMFNT
IANO ft STRUCTHRFS
GRANTS, Cl AIMS
MISCFI I ANFOIJS
TOTAL OPERATING

C A E IT A L E X E E N D IT U R E S 0 n n n ... .0 0

CHANGE IN REVENUES( ) 
Revenue Codo

FU N D IN G : (T h o u sa n d s  o f D o lla rs )
1 0 0 ?  F e d e r a l  R e c e ip t s
1 0 0 3  G F  M a tc h
1 0 0 4  G F
1 0 0 5  G F / P r n g r a m  R e c e ip t s
1 0 0 6  G F /M H T IA
O t h e r
T Q T A L ........... ...........Q 0 0 0 0 0

Estim ate of current yea r (F Y  99) impact: $ _________________0.

P O S IT IO N S :
F IJ I I - T IM F 0 0 0 0 0 0
P A R T -T IM F 0 0 0 0 0 0
T E M P O R A R Y  ................... _ .. 0 .........................-  0 0 0 0 0

A N A LY S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary .)

Prepared By: Mona C . M aehara, Acting Executive Director Phone: 465-4356
Division: C D V S A  Date: 1/21/99

Approved by Com m issioner: Ronald L . O ttt^ ~ ^ X  x . .  , »  _  Date: / / d - d / 9 9
A / i f tn P ic  D o n f  n f  D n h l in  Q o fn h / 1Agency: Dept, o f Public Safe ty___________

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office 
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STATE OF ALASKA
1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

F IS C A L  N O T E
BILL NO. SB 4

R ev is io n  D a te :_____________________________________________________
T itle : “An Act estab lish ing  an office of v ictim s’ r ig h ts ..."

Sp o nso r: Sena to r Halford
R equesto r: (S I  JU D __________________________________________________________  C O M P O N E N T  S E R IA L  N O . 1631 -

E X P E N D IT U R E S / R E V E N U E S : _______________________________________ (Thousands o f D o llars)
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2000 F Y  2001 F Y  2 002 F Y  2003 F Y  20 04 F Y  2005

P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S
T R A V E L
C O N T R A C T U A L
S U P P L IE S
E Q U IP M E N T
LA N D  & S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S , C LA IM S
M IS C E L L A N E O U S

0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

Departm ent A ffected : Adm inistration 
B R U : Lega l and A d vo cacy  S e rv ic e s  
Com ponent: Pub lic  D efender A gen cy

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

I C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( ) I I I I I I I

FU N D  S O U R C E : (Th ou san d s of Do llars)
1002 Federa l R ece ip ts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F
1005 G F/Program  R ece ip ts  
1037 GF/M enta! Health 
O T H E R
T O T A L on 0 .0 . 0 .0 0 .0 0 ,0 0.0

E s t im a te  o f a n y  c u r re n t  y e a r  ( F Y  98 ) c o s t : $. 

P O S IT IO N S :
FU LL -T IM E
P A R T -T IM E
T EM P O R A R Y

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if n ecessary .) 

See attached sheet.

Prepared by: Barbara Brink. Director
Division: Public Defender Agency

Phone: (907) 264-4414 
Date: _______________________

Approved by Com missioner:
Agency: Department of Administration Date:

Rev 10/97

DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOV E R N O R ’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
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FISCAL NOTE

1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

ANALYSIS: (continued)
»

This bill would create an Office of Victims' Rights as a legislative agency. The Victims' Advocate would have broad 
powers to act as an attorney for victims of crime to enforce constitutional guarantees and make statements on behalf of 
victims in court. It is difficult to say whether or not there would be any fiscal impact on the Public Defender Agency 
(PDA) as a result of this bill. PDA believes that much of what the Victims' Advocate would do is curently being done by 
Victim/Witness Coordinators in the Department of Law. If the Victim/Witness Coordinators' work is done by another 
agency, there should be no fiscal impact on PDA.

Somewhat troubling is Section 9 which disqualifies any misdemeanants from obtaining a PFD if they have a prior felony 
conviction or two prior misdemeanors. The end result is that an individual victim of an offense is much less likely to get 
their court-ordered restitution if an offender may not directly assign their PFD check to them. While these funds may 
then be allocated to the Oflice of Victims' Rights, the contribution would likely be small. It may be more in an 
individual victim's interests to have that assignment directly made.

STATE OF ALASKA. BILL NO. SB 4_______

Page 2 of 2



r  * F I S C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
1999 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

R evision D ate:

NO.
B IL L  V E R S IO N : 
P U B L IS H  D A T E :

S B  4

Title: "An Act relating to estab lish in g  an  office of
of victim s' rights: relating to c o m p en sa tio n  of v ic tim s...
S p o n so r: S e n a to r  Halford___________________________
R eq u esto r: S e n a te  Judiciary__________________________

E x p en d itu res /R ev en u es : (T h o u sa n d s  of Dollars)

D epartm ent A ffected: Legislative Affairs A gency  
BRU:  Legislative C ouncil________

C om ponent: Council & S u b c o m m itte e s

C O M P O N E N T  r t .R IA L  N O :

O P E R A T IN G FYOO FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04 FY 05
PER SO N A L SER V IC ES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SU PPL IE S
EQUIPM ENT
LAND & ST R U C T U R E S
G RANTS, CLAIMS
M ISCELLANEOUS

415 .3 415 .3 415 .3 415.3 4 1 5 .3 415 .3
4 .2 4.2 4.2 4.2 4 .2 4.2

28 .6 28.6 28 .6 28.6 2 8 .6 28 .6
2.0 2.0 2 .0 2.0 2 .0 2.0

43 .4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0.0

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 493 .5 450.1 450.1 450.1 450.1 450.1

C A P IT A L 0 0 0 0 0 0

R E V E N U E  FU N D  S O U R C E 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (T h o u san d s  of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FU N D S 
O TH ER FUND SO U R C E 
T O T A L

493 .5 450.1 450.1 450.1 450.1 450.1

493 .5 450.1 450.1 450.1 450.1 450.1

PO SITIO N S:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEM PO RA RY 0 0 0 0 0 0

E stim a te  of cu rren t y e a r  im pact:

ANALYSIS: (A ttach a  s e p a ra te  p a g e  if n e c e s sa ry )  SB4 estab lishc s an  Office of Victims' R ights 
in the  Legislative B ranch of G overnm en t. T h e  Victims' A dvocate  will be  appo in ted  for 5 y e a rs  an d  be 
c o m p e n sa te d  a t R a n g e  26A. For the p u rp o se s  of this fiscal no te , staff for th e  V ictim s' A dvocate will b e  2 
a tto rn ey ’s, 1 pa ra leg a l, and  3 clerical p e rso n n e l. Office S p a c e  will b e  acqu ired  an d  furniture an d  e q u ip m en t 
will b e  p u rc h a s e d  to s e t  up th e  office. If the  office w ere  staffed  with 1 a tto rney , 1 para lega l, and  1 clerical position 
the c o s t for th e  initial y e a r  would b e  $340 .6  an d  $297 .3  thereafter. LAAwill p ro c e s s  payroll, provide a cco u n tin g  
and  te le c o n fe re n c e  a s s is ta n c e  an d  D P su p p o rt a t no  c o s t to th e  Office of Victims' R ights._________________________

P re p a re d  By: Karla Schofield, D eputy  D i r e c t o r / / ^ .  C is h t  l l / L  s . ( / j P h o n e : 465 -3852
Division Administrative Services

- / ; / . * 7".
Approved By: Parhela A.1 Vami, bxecUtive director

ncv

t r
Date

Agency: Legislative Affairs Agency

u m £Lt

Date
\jf2 d f3 4 -

FISCAL NOTE(S) Jarer): Leg. F inance , Legislative S p o n so r, R eq u esto r, OMB, G o v . , & Im pacted  A gency(ies).



CONTINUATION O F  FISCAL NOTE: SB4

Expenses of the victims' advocate selection committee will be absorbed within existing budgets.

P e rs o n a l  S e r v ic e s Monthly A nnual H ealth
S alary # S alary B enefits In su ran ce Total

Victims A d v o ca te  - 26A 5,850 1 70 ,200 85,089 5,718 90 ,808
2 A ttorney 's - 23A 4,918 2 118,032 143,067 11,437 154,504
1 P ara leg a l -16A 3,049 1 36 ,588 44 ,348 5,718 50,067
1 S ec re ta ry  - 14A 2,656 1 31 ,872 38,632 5,718 44,351
1 S ec re ta ry  - 12A 2,338 1 28 ,056 34,007 5 ,718 39 ,725
1 S ec re ta ry  - 10A 2,071 1 24,852 30,123 5,718 35 ,842

415,296

T ravel
It is an tic ipa ted  tha t the  victim s' ad v o c a te  will m ak e  3 trips to 
to m ee t with v ictim s' rights o rgan iza tions in o ther s ta te s .

Travel P e r Diem 
3 trips in s ta te  1,110 1,629 
1 trip out of s ta te  780  680

a tten d  in s ta te  m eetings

2,739
1,460
4 ,199

a n d  1 trip

Contractual
It is an tic ipa ted  th a t th e  Office of th e  Victims' R ights will install p h o n es , incurr p h o n e  bills, and  
u se  p o s ta g e  a n d  n e e d  m ain ten an ce  on their copier m achine.

P h o n es  3 ,600
P o s ta g e  3 ,000
Copier M a in ten an ce  600
M em bership  D u e s  500
S ubscrip tions 500
Office S p a c e  1 ,000  S q . Ft. 20 ,400

28,600

S u p p lie s
It is an tic ipa ted  th a t th e  Office of the  Victims' R ights will n e e d  office su pp lies.

Office S u p p lie s  2 ,000

E q u ip m e n t
It is an tic ipa ted  th a t th e  Office of Victims' R ights will n e e d  equ ipm ent.

7 P h o n e s  3 ,500
1 Fax M achine 650
3 Executive D e sk s  4 ,500
4 S ecre ta ria l D e sk s  4 ,000
7 C hairs 1,400
7 File C ab in e ts  2 ,800
7 C om pu ters 14,000
3 P rin ters 4 ,500
1 Copy M ach ine  8 ,000

43,350

Grand Total

415,296

4,199

28,600

2,000

43,350

493,445

Page 2 of 2



4

F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction)
Title Act relating to establishing and office of crime
victim's rights; relating to compensation of victims of violent.. .
Sponsor Senator Halford_____________________________________
Requester

STATE OF ALASKA
1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO. SB 4

Dept. Affected 
'B R U  _  
Component

Department of Corrections 
Adm inistration and Operations 

Data and Word Processing

Senate Judiciary

Expenditures/Revenues

Component Serial No. 

(T h o u san d s of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
O PERA TIN G  EXPEN D ITU RES FY  2000 F Y  2001 FY  2002 F Y  2003 FY  2004 F Y  2005
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0 43.0

0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
2.5

TO TA L  O PERATIN G 4C.5 44.0 44.0 44.0 44.0 44.0

C A P ITA L EX PEN D ITU R ES

m :CHANGE IN R EV EN U ES (

FUND SO U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts . .. ...
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F 46.5 44.0 44.0 44.0 44.0 44.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type)

TO TA L 46.5 44.0 44.0 44.0 44.0 44.0

Estim ate o f any current year (FY99) co st: 

POSITIONS

0 . 0

Full-time
Part-time

1 1 1 1 1 1
Temporary

A N A LY S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
S ection  9 o f this legislation a m e n d s  A S 43 .23 .005(d) w hich would deny  PFD  eligibility for p eo p le  w ho a re  
convicted  a n d  incarcera ted  for a  m isd em ean o r an d  they  h ad  b een  previously b e e n  convicted  of a  prior 
felony, o r tw o o r m ore prior m isd em ean o rs . T h e  Dept, o f C orrections h a s  previously a sk e d  for a  S tatistical 
T ech I position to acco m m o d a te  a p p e a ls  and  information re q u e s ts  resulting from  PFD  den ia ls . T h e  d a ta  
and  w ord p ro cess in g  unit will b e  u n ab le  to  carry ou t their daily o p era tio n s if m ore  a p p e a ls  a n d  co m p u te r 
program m ing a re  ad d e d  w ithout a  position.

Prepared by 
Division

Approved by 
Agency

Bruce Richards Phone 465-3307

Commissioner’s Office Date/Time 1/21/99 12:54 PM

Commissioner Margaret M. Pugh 
Department of Corrections

Date

FISCAL NOTE(S)
""-"ARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO G O V E R N O R ’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution information, call the Governor’s Legislative Office
MB Page 1 o f  1.
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OITiciul Hiimiicss

Ullatfkn Htfate Hegtelaturc 
S e n a te

Sponsor Statement 
Senate Bill 4

H A L F O R D
Stale Capiml 

Juneau. Alaska 
<>0X01-11S2 

Plume iV07i 463-4V5X 

Pav (<J07t465-4WS

P.O. Box 6701VII 
Chuuiak. Alaska VV567 
Phone iV07) 6V4-4V5S 

Pax IVI17) 6V4-054V

6110 F.. Railroad Avenue 
Wusilla. Alaska VV654 
Phone (VI171 376-4958

RICK

"T h e  C r im e  V ic t im s ' R ig h ts  a n d  A d v o c a c y  A c t  o f  1 9 9 9 "

O n N o v em b er 8, 1994, the vo ters of A laska ra tified  an  am en d m en t to the 
C o n stitu tio n  of the S tate  of A laska, w h ich  p rov ides specific rig h ts  to v ictim s of 
crim e. T he overw h elm in g  ap p ro v a l ra te  -- 86.6% in favor -  w as te stam en t of 
A laskans ' belief that:

"O im e victims, as defined by lazv, shall have the fo llow ing  rights 
as provided by law: the right to be reasonably protected from  the 
accused through the im position o f  appropriate bail or conditions 
o f  release by the court; the right to confer ivith the prosecution; the 
right to be treated w ith  dignity, respect, and fairness during a ll 
phases o f the criminal or juvenile justice process, the right to 
tim ely disposition o f  the case fo llow ing  the arrest o f  the accused, 
the right to obtain information about and be allow ed to be present 
a t a ll criminal or juvenile proceedings where the accused has the 
ligh t to be present; the right to be allowed to be heard, upon 
request, a t sentencing, before or after conviction or juvenile  
adjudication, and a t any proceeding where the accused's release 
from  custody is considered; the right to restitution from  the 
accused; and the ligh t to be informed, upon request, o f  the 
accused's escape or release from  custody before or after conviction  
or juvenile adjudication . "

—  ARTICLE I, SECTION 24, ALASKA CONSTITUTION
Passage o f th is SB 4 w ill p u t in  p lace a m echanism  to g u a ran tee  the  practical 
ap p lica tio n  of th is very  im p o rtan t C o n stitu tio n a l A m en d m en t. It is tim e for 
vic tim s to have  advocacy  w hen  d ea lin g  w ith  a jud ic ia l system  so heavily  
w e ig h ted  to the benefit of crim inals, an d  based  on a p rocess rep le te  w ith  
technicalities and  legal ja rgon , reu u e rin g  it v irtua lly  in d ec ip h erab le  to anyone 
o th er th an  the a tto rneys.

As w as b ro u g h t o u t in te^tim oi.y  on s im ila r leg islation  last session, "W hile  the 
crim ina ls  an d  the p ro secu tion  have  the ir a tto rneys, the victim s a re  too often  left 
to s it a lone  in the sh ad o w  of justice." I u rg e  y o u r su p p o rt for this legislation.
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\  ou have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill. As a preliminary 
matter, please note that a sectional summary o f a bill should not be considered an 
authoritative interpretation o f the bill - the bill itself is the best statement o f its contents.
Section 1 of the bill provides a short title.
Section 2 of the hill allows the victims' advocate to make a statement at a sentencing hearing 
on behalf of a crime victim when requested by the crime victim.
Section 3 of the hill increases the compensation available to victims of violent crimes under 
AS 18.67.
Section 4 of the hill allows the Violent Crimes Compensation Board to increase the 
compensation amounts available to victims of violent crimes to account for inflation. 
Section 5 of the hill provides that the victims' advocate is a legislative director for purposes 
o f legislative ethics.
Section 6  of the bill amends AS 24 by creating a new chapter dealing with the Office o f the 
Victims' Rights which is created in the Legislative branch of Alaska state government.
The following sections are created:

AS 24.65.010 - creates the office of victims' rights;
AS 24.65.020 - provides procedures for the appointment o f the victims' advocate; 
AS 24.65.030 - establishes the qualifications for the victims' advocate;
AS 24.65.040 - provides the term of office for the victims' advocate;
AS 24.65.050 - provides for the removal o f the victims' advocate;
AS 24.65.060 - lists the salary for the victims' advocate;
AS 24.65.070 - allows the victims' advocate to employ necessary staff and 
establishes their duties;
AS 24.65.080 - provides for office space and administration o f the office o f victims' 
rights;
AS 24.65.090 - requires the victims' advocate to adopt regulations establishing 
procedures for the office to follow when advocating on behalf o f crime victims;
AS 24.65.100 - establishes when the victims' advocate can act;
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AS 24.65.110 - sets forth the victims' advocate's duties and powers with regard to 
advocacy on behalf o f crime victims;
AS 24.65.120 - lists when and how the victims' advocate may conduct investigations 
o f denials o f rights to crime victims;
AS 24.65.130 - provides the victims' advocate with authority to compel by subpoena 
testimony and production o f documents when conducting investigations;
AS 24.65.140 - requires the victims' advocate to first consult with a justice agency 
before issuing an opinion or recommendation critical o f the agency as a result o f an 
investigation;
AS 24.65.150 - sets forth the victims' advocate's duties upon completion o f an 
investigation;
AS 24.65.160 - permits the victims' advocate to publish the advocate's opinions and 
recommendations;
AS 24.65.170 - requires the victims' advocate to publish an annual report;
AS 24.65.180 - limits the availability o f judicial review to challenge the actions of 
the victims' advocate;
AS 24.65.190 - provides immunity to the victims' advocate;
AS 24.65.200 - provides the victims' advocate with a evidentiary privilege against 
being compelled to testify concerning matters coming to the attention o f the 
advocate;
AS 24.65.210 - provides a criminal penalty for those who obstruct the duties of the 
victims' advocate;
AS 24.65.250 - provides definitions.

Section 7 of the bill provides that longevity pay provisions o f AS 39.27.022 apply to the 
office o f victims' rights if the victims' advocate adopts the provisions.
Section 8 of the bill excepts employees o f the office o f victims' rights from utilizing the 
conditional sendee retirement benefits for legislative employees.
Section 9 of the bill provides that a person with one prior felony conviction or two prior 
misdemeanor convictions is not eligible for a permanent fund dividend.
Section 10 of the bill exempts appropriations to the office o f victims' rights from the 
permanent fund dividend notice requirements o f AS 43.23.028(a)(3).
Section 11 of the hill exempts the regulations adopted by the victims' advocate from 
gubernatorial review.
Section 12 of the hill exempts the victims' advocate from the record keeping requirements 
o f AS 44.62.215.
Section 13 of the bill provides that sunset reviews of agencies and their programs should 
consider whether complaints filed with the victims' advocate have been efficiently resolved. 
Section 14 of the bill provides that the office o f victims' rights is a state agency for purposes 
o f the statutes addressing state publications.
Section 15 of the hill provides a notice provision concerning a court rules change 
necessitated by the enactment o f AS 24.65.110 and 24.65.120. Court ailes changes require 
a two-thirds vote for adoption.
Section 16 of the bill provides a notice provision concerning a court rules change 
necessitated by the enactment o f AS 24.65.200. Court rules changes require a two-thirds 
vote for adoption.
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