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CS FOR SENATE BELL NO. 294

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

B Y

Offered:

Referred:

Sponsors): S E N A T E  JU DI CIA RY C O M M I T T E E

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the possession of concealed handguns and to concealed 

handgun permits."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 11.61.220(b) is amended to read:

(b) In a prosecution under (a)(1) of this section, it is an affirmative defense 

that the defendant, at the time of possession, was

( 1 ) in the defendant’s dwelling or on land owned or leased by the 

defendant appurtenant to the dwelling:

(2) actually engaged in lawful hunting, fishing, trapping, or other lawful 

outdoor activity that necessarily involves the carrying of a weapon for personal 

protection;

(3) the holder of a valid permit to carry a concealed handgun under 

AS 18.65.700 - 18.65.790 and [,] the weapon was a concealed handgun as defined in 

AS 18.65.790 [, AND THE POSSESSION DID NOT OCCUR IN A MUNICIPALITY
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OR ESTABLISHED VILLAGE IN WHICH THE POSSESSION OF CONCEALED 

HANDGUNS IS PROHIBITED UNDER AS 18.65.780 - 18.65.785]; or

(4) considered a permittee under AS 18.65.748 and

[(A)] the weapon was a concealed handgun as defined in 

AS 18.65.790 [; AND

(B) THE POSSESSION DID NOT OCCUR. IN A 

MUNICIPALITY OR ESTABLISHED VILLAGE IN WHICH THE 

POSSESSION OF CONCEALED HANDGUNS IS PROHIBITED UNDER 

AS 18.65.780 - 18.65.785].

* Sec. 2. AS 11.61.220(d) is amended to read:

(d) In a prosecution under (a)(2) of this section, it is

(I) an affirmative defense that

(A) the defendant, at the time of possession, was the holder of 

a valid permit to carry a concealed handgun under AS 18.65.700 - 18.65.790 

or was considered a permittee under AS 18.65.748;

(B) the loaded firearm was a concealed handgun as defined in 

AS 18.65.790; and

(C) the possession occurred at a place designated as a restaurant 

for the purposes of AS 04.16.049 and the defendant did not consume 

intoxicating liquor at the place; [.AND

(D) THE POSSESSION DID NOT OCCUR IN A 

MUNICIPALITY OR ESTABLISHED VILLAGE IN WHICH THE 

POSSESSION OF CONCEALED HANDGUNS IS PROHIBITED UNDER 

AS 18.65.780 - 18.65.785;]

(2) a defense that the defendant, at the time of possession, was on 

business premises

(A) owned by or leased by the defendant; or

(B) in the course of the defendant’s employment for the owner 

or lessee of those premises.

* Sec. 3. AS 18.65.700(a) is amended to read:

(a) The department shall issue a permit to carry a concealed handgun to a
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(1) applies in person at an office of the Alaska State Troopers;

(2) qualifies under AS 18.65.705;

(3) submits a completed application on a form provided by the 

department, that provides the information required under AS 18.65.705 and 18.65.710 

[AND IS EXECUTED UNDER OATH]; with each application form provided by the 

department, the department shall provide a copy of the state laws and regulations 

relating to concealed handguns, which must include a concise summary of where, 

when, and by whom a handgun can be carried under state and federal law;

(4) submits two complete sets of fingerprints on Federal Bureau of 

Investigation approved fingerprint cards that are of sufficient quality so that the 

fingerprints may be processed; the fingerprints must be taken by a person, group, or 

agency approved by the department; the department shall maintain a list of persons, 

groups, or agencies approved to take fingerprints and shall provide the list to the 

public upon request;

(5) submits evidence of successful completion of a handgun course 

[COMPETENCE WITH HANDGUNS] as provided in AS 18.65.715;

(6) provides two frontal view color photographs of the person taken 

within the preceding 30 days that include the head and shoulders of the person and are 

of a size specified by the department;

(7) shows a valid Alaska driver's license or identification card at the 

time of application;

(8) does not suffer a physical infirmity that prevents the safe handling 

of a handgun; and

(9) pays the apolication fee required by AS 18.65.720.

* Sec. 4. AS 18.65.700(d) is amended to reau:

(d) A permit issued under (a) of this section is valid for five years from the 

date of issue. [THE PERMIT MUST SPECIFY THE ACTION TYPES AND 

MAXIMUM CALEBERS OF HANDGUN DESCRIBED IN THE PERMITTEE'S 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY UNDER AS 18.65.715 BUT MAY NOT 

SPECIFICALLY IDENTIFY A HANDGUN BY MAKE, MODEL, OR SERIAL
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* Sec. 5. AS 18.65.705 is amended to read:

Sec. 18.65.705. Qualifications to obtain a permit. A person is qualified to 

receive and hold a permit to carry a concealed handgun if the person

( 1 ) is 2 1  years of age or older;

(2) is eligible to own or possess a handgun under the laws of this state 

and under federal law;

(3) is a resident of the state and has been for the 90 days immediately 

preceding the application for a permit;

(4) has not been convicted of two or more class A misdemeanors of 

this state or similar laws of another jurisdiction within the six years immediately 

preceding the application;

(5) is not now in and has not in the three years immediately preceding 

the application been ordered by a court to complete an alcohol or substance abuse 

treatment program; and

(6) has successfully completed a handgun course [DEMONSTRATED 

COMPETENCE WITH HANDGUNS] as provided in AS 18.65.715.

* Sec. 6. AS 18.65.710(a) is amended to read:

(a) The application for a permit to carry a concealed handgun must contain the 

following information:

( 1 ) the applicant's name, physical residence, mailing address, place and 

date of birth, physical description, including height, weight, race, hair color, and eye 

color, Alaska driver's license or identification card number, and the city and state of 

each place the applicant has resided in the five years immediately preceding the 

application;

(2) a statement that the applicant qualifies under AS 18.65.705;

(3) a statement that the applicant has been furnished with a copy of the 

state laws and regulations relating to concealed handguns, has read those sections, and 

understands them;

(4) a statement that the applicant desires a permit to carry a concealed 

handgun for a lawful purpose, which may include self-defense;
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(5) a [SWORN] statement by the applicant that all statements, answers, 

and attachments to the application are true and complete;

(6) a conspicuous warning that [THE APPLICATION IS EXECUTED 

UNDER OATH AND THAT] an applicant who supplies a false statement, answer, or 

document, in connection with the application that the applicant does not believe to be 

true, may be prosecuted for unsworn falsification [PERJURY UNDER AS 11.56.200] 

and, if found guilty, may be punished for violation of a class A misdemeanor [B 

FELONY], and that, in such casesj the permit shall be revoked and the applicant may 

be barred from any further application for a permit; and

(7) a statement that the applicant understands that a permit eligibility 

investigation will be conducted as a part of the application process, that this may 

involve computerized records searches, and that the applicant authorizes the 

investigation.

* Sec. 7. AS 18.65.715(a) is amended to read:

(a) An applicant for a permit to carry a concealed handgun shall provide a 

certificate of successful completion of a handgun course that is approved by the 

department. [THE CERTIFICATE MUST STATE THE ACTION TYPE AND 

CALIBER OF HANDGUN OR HANDGUNS THE APPLICANT HAS 

DEMONSTRATED COMPETENCE WITH .AND THAT THE .APPLICANT MAY BE 

PERMITTED TO CARRY. A PERMITTEE MAY ONLY CARRY AS A 

CONCEALED HANDGUN AN ACTION TYPE OF HANDGUN DESCRIBED IN 

THE CERTIFICATE. A PERMITTEE MAY ONLY CARRY AS A CONCEALED 

HANDGUN THE CALIBER OF THE ACTION TYPE THAT THE PERMITTEE 

DEMONSTRATED COMPETENCE WITH OR ANY LESSER CALIBER OF THE 

SAME ACTION TYPE.] The handgun course must have been completed within the 

12 months imr.-diately preceding the application. The department shall approve a 

handgun course, including the personal protection course offered by the National Rifle 

Association, if the course tests the applicant's

(1) knowledge of Aaska law relating to firearms and the use of deadly

force;

(2) familiarity with the basic concepts of the safe and responsible use

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT l-LS1543\G
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(3) knowledge of self-defense principles [: AND

(4) PHYSICAL COMPETENCE WITH EACH ACTION TYPE OF 

HANDGUN THE APPLICANT WISHES TO CARRY UNDER THE PERMIT AND 

THE MAXIMUM CALIBER FOR EACH ACTION TYPE THE APPLICANT 

WISHES TO CARRY UNDER THE PERMIT].

* Sec. 8. AS 18.65.715 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(e) A member of the Alaska state troopers may participate in or conduct 

handgun courses.

* Sec. 9. AS 18.65.725(a) is amended to read:

(a) A permittee shall apply in person for renewal of a permit to carry a 

concealed handgun within 90 days before the expiration of the permit and shall present 

a complete renewal form provided by the department. The renewal form shall be 

submitted under oath and must include

( 1 ) any change in the information originally submitted under

AS 18.65.710;

(2 ) a statement that the person remains qualified to receive at u hold 

a permit to carry a concealed handgun under AS 18.65.705;

(3) (REPEALED

(4)] two frontal view photographs of the person taken within the 

preceding seven years [30 DAYS] that include the head and shoulders of the person 

and are of a size specified by the department; and

(4) [(5)] the renewal fee required under AS 18.65.720.

* Sec. 10. AS 18.65.725(c) is amended to read:

(c) A renewal of a permit to carry a concealed handgun submitted on or after 

the expiration date is subject to a late fee of $25. The department may not accept a 

renewal for a permit that is submitted more than 60 [30] days after the expiration date 

of the permit. Nothing in this subsection prohibits the holder of an expired permit 

from applying for a new permit.

* Sec. 11. AS 18.65.730 is amended to read:

Sec. 18.65.730. Replacement of permit. The department may replace a
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1 permit that the permittee certifies under oath has been lost, stolen, or destroyed,

provided the permittee applies in person and

( 1 ) provides two frontal view photographs of the permittee taken within 

the preceding seven venrs [30 DAYS] that include the head and shoulders and are of 

a size specified by the department;

(2) [SUBMITS TO THE TAKING OF A SINGLE THUMB OR 

FINGERPRINT BY THE DEPARTMENT TO COMPARE AGAINST THE 

FINGERPRINT ORIGINALLY SUBMITTED WITH THE APPLICATION; AND

(3)] pays the replacement fee required under a S 18.65.720.

* Sec. 12. AS 18.65.740(a) is amended to read:

(a) A permit to carry a concealed handgun shall be immediately revoked by 

the department when the permittee

(1 )  b e c o m e s  d is q u a l iG e d  to  r e c e iv e  and  h o ld  a p e rm it  u n d e r

AS 18.65.705;

(2) is convicted of two class A misdemeanors of this state or similar 

laws of another jurisdiction within a six-year period if at least one of the convictions 

occurs after the application;

document, or made a material misstatement or omission, in connection with an 

application for a permit or renewal or replacement of a permit.

* Sec. 13. AS 18.65.748 is amended to read:

Sec. 18.65.748. Permit holders from other jurisdictions considered Alaska 

permit holders. A person holding a valid permit to carry a concealed handgun from 

another state or a political subdivision of another state with permit requirements 

similar to [AT LEAST AS STRICT AS] those in AS 18.65.700 - 18.65.790 is a 

permittee under AS 18.65.700(b) for purposes of AS 18.65.750 - 18.65.765 if the 

person has not been in Alaska for more than 120 consecutive days. In this section, 

"permit requirements similar to those in AS 18.65.700 - 18.65.790" means that, 

in order to receive and hold the permit in the other state or political subdivision, 

the person must

fl) be at least 2 1  years of age;

(3 )  k n o w in g ly  s u p p lie d  a fa ls e  o r  f ra u d u le n t  a n sw e r, s ta te m e n t, o r
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law:

(3) successfully complete some type of handgun or firearms safety

course: and

14) be subject to a fingerprint-based criminal records search.

* Sec. 14. AS 18.65.760(a) is amended to read:

(a) The holder of a permit issued under AS 18.65.700 - 18.65.790 may not

( 1 ) alter the permit;

(2) allow another person to use the permit;

(3) possess or display a suspended or revoked permit; or

(4) display an expired permit, unless the holder has submitted a 

complete, timelv renewal form under AS 18.65.725 and the renewal process has

been delaved due to circumstances not under the control of the applicant.

* Sec. 15. AS 18.65.778 is amended to read:

Sec. 18.65.778. Municipal preemption. A municipality may not restrict the 

canying of a concealed handgun by permit under AS 18.65.700 - 18.65.790 [EXCEPT

17 AS PROVIDED IN AS 18.65.780 - 18.65.785].

18 * Sec. 16. AS 18.65.715(c), 18.65.725(b), 18.65.765(a)(4), 18.65.780, 18.65.785,

19 18.65.790(2), 18.65.790(5), and 18.65.790(6) are repealed.
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S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

Sponsor Statement 
CS FOR SENATE BILL 294 

“An Act relating to the possession of concealed handguns and to concealed handgun
permits”

Since its passage, Alaska’s concealed carry law has been one of the most successful 
programs in the United States. That success is based, in part, on the original intent o f the 
legislation to allow only knowledgeable, law-abiding citizens to obtain state permits to 
carry concealed handguns. Although the program has been successful, there are several 
recurring problems with the implementation and management of the state’s program. SB 
294 proposes statutoiy changes to improve and streamline the process to obtain and renew 
a concealed handgun permit.

CS for SB 294 will eliminate some of the cumbersome and unnecessary language written 
into the statute: applicants will no longer be required to have a sworn application; permit 
holders will be allowed to submit their renewal applications 60 days prior to expiration, 
rather than 30 days, thus allowing more time to complete the renewal process before the 
expiration date; a new photograph will be required eveiy ten years, instead of every five 
(same as for a state driver’s license); additional thumb prints will no longer be required 
during the renewal process, as prints never change.

The bill also makes changes to some of the training and education statutes, streamlining the 
process and making reciprocity with other states more attainable. The applicant will be 
required to provide evidence of completion of a handgun or firearms safety course, but 
eliminates the more subjective requirement by eliminating the specific statutory definition 
of “competence,” which is causing problems with reciprocity and/or recognition with other 
states. Alaska State Troopers now will be authorized by statute to help teach handgun 
courses, which may generate additional revenue.

In addition, SB 294 makes the statute apply equally to all citizens statewide and clarifies 
the standards for recognition of permits from other states.

SB 294 streamlines and improves a program that has been, and will continue to be, a 
success for Alaska.
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Section 3 

Section 4 

Section 5

Section 6

Section 7

Section 8

Section 9

Section 10

Section 11

Section 12 

Section 13

Section 14

Section 1-2

Section 15

Section 16

Deletes criminal offense of possession of a concealed handgun while in a local 
community with an opt-out ordinance.

Deletes statutory requirement that the application be executed under oath.

Deletes requirement to list specific action type and caliber on permit.

Amends qualifications to obtain a permit to: “has successfully completed a 
handgun course.”

Deletes warning that the application is executed under oath and changes the 
penalty for providing known false or inaccurate information from perjury to 
unsworn falsification

Deletes requirement for specific action type and caliber of handgun and deletes 
the requirement that the applicant physically demonstrate competence with 
specific action type and caliber.

Gives statutory authority for Alaska State troopers to participate in handgun 
courses.

Amends permit renewal requirements to provide a new photograph every 
seven years (every other renewal), instead of every five years.

Amends permit renewal process to allow an applicant to file for a renewal of 
the permit for up to 60 days after the expiration date of the permit.

Amends replacement of permit process to provide a photograph taken within 
the previous seven years, instead of within the preceding 30 days.

Revocation of permit (no changes to current law).

Expands and better defines guidelines for recognition of permit holders from 
other jurisdictions.

Provides for an exception to expired permit penalty if the applicant has filed in 
a timely manner for a permit renewal and has not yet received the permit from 
the state of Alaska.

Deletes local opt-out provisions of municipal preemption statute.

Repeals sections to conform to the changes made throughout the bill.
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Written Testimony Form

Please enter into the record tny testimony to the. . S lf.U D  _  Committee cn 

. _ (Committee Name)

dated ^  ♦ D . 4  . D P ________.

(bill/aubj)

-S a c

This bill sucks. Your are not trying to help the people retain their right to bear arms. You re infringing on 

their rights by misrepresenting the constitution. Stop trying to usurp the constitution. Uphold it, repeal all 

the feel good gun bills. You’re setting us up for a police state. There is no sane reason to have a concealed 

carry permit or license to defend yourself.

Testifier Signature 

Representing: (Optional) 

Address 

Phone Number
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Written Testimony Form

Please enter into the record m y  testimony to the S T U O  Committee on

(Committee Name)

A- . dated 3 <  3.^ • CiC> .
« ---------- -— (blU/subj)

This bill is unconstitutional Nowhere in article 1 section 19 of the state constitution does it say the people 

ortho individual have the right to bear arms if: the person is 21 years of age, shows a state driver's license, 

pays an application fee, fakes an N R A  course, provides finger prints to the FBI, provides two frontal view 

photographs along with place and date of birth, physical description, including height, weighr, race, hair 

and eye color. No that is not what the state constitution says, in fact what it says is ..."the right of the 

people to keep nnd bear arms shall not be infringed. The individual right to keep and bear arms shall not be 

denied or infringed by the state or a political sub-division of the state." Uphold the constitution as it is 

written. Repeal all gun bills. Quit trying to make the people of Alaska criminal).

Testifier Signatare K . L \  O

Representing: ( O p t i o n a l ) ________________________________________ ______________

Address

Phone Number
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Alaska State Legislature
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bill/subject
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APR 3 2000 
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