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BILL NO. CSHB 34f.JUD)

ANALYSIS: (continued)

This bill makes it a crime if a person witnesses a serious crime against a child, but fails to report it. Thc crime is 
a class A misdemeanor.

Under current law, it is illegal to “render assistance” to someone who has committed a crime. (Hindering 
Prosecution, AS 11.56.770-.780) Rendering assistance is broadly defined and includes providing or aiding in 
transportation or providing other means of avoiding discovery or apprehension. Under this bill, for thc first 
time in Alaska, a witness could be found guilty for failing to report a crime.

It is impossible to predict the number of cases that may arise under this bill. However, there are certain to be 
complicated and difficult legal challenges that the Public Defender Agency would be obligated to raise.

For example, if there is a “reasonable possibility” that a person may face criminal charges, the privilege against 
self-incrimination would apply. The applicability of privileges to this statute would have to be litigated. Also, 
there may equal protection problems. A person who is criminally responsible would be able to ignore this law, 
but an innocent person could end up facing charges.

Therefore, although there may be few cases brought, the cases would present difficult and time-consuming legal 
challenges for Public Defender attorneys.
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Sponsor Statement

"An Act relating to the crime of failure to report the com m ission or 
attempted commission of certain crimes against children."

Recently, in a Las Vegas casino, a 7-year-old child w as assaulted and then 
m urdered  in a public restroom . The perpetra to r's  friend left the restroom  
as the assault was taking place yet d id  nothing to assist the victim. In N ew  
Jersey, a 31-year-old w om an was beaten w ith  a baseball bat while the 
perpetrato rs ' three friends w atched from a nearby car.

Six states have "Good Sam aritan" laws, South Dakota, W est Virginia, 
Vermont, M innesota, Rhode Island and M assachusetts. N evada and N ew  
Jersey do not; the w itnesses to the above crim es could not be charged.

HB 34 m akes it a Class A m isdem eanor to no t report a com pleted or 
attem pted m urder, kidnapping, or sexual penetration of a child. This also 
includes assaults that cause serious physical injury. Of course, we all hope 
that all citizens w ould im m ediately go to the aid of that child. However, 
som e citizens are intim idated by violence and  m ight be afraid of 
retribution. HB 34 w ould set the m inim um  standard  of reporting the 
crim e-in-progress to public safety officials w ho w ould  then be able to 
come to that child's aid.

The law  does m any things in our culture, not the least of w hich is the 
function of stating and defining our cultural values and  standards. I do 
not expect this proposed law to be used often, b u t it will send the m essage 
that it is no t acceptable to stand by and do nothing w hen a child is being 
beaten, raped, or killed. A few well-publicized prosecutions of flagrant 
violators w ho refuse to help a child will have a salu tary  affect in our 
culture.

Sponsor Statement
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T o  am end  th e  Child A buse  P reven tion  an d  T re a tm e n t A ct to  re q u ire  S ta te s  
receiving funds u n d e r section 106 o f  su ch  A ct to  have in e ffec t a  
S ta te  law provid ing  for a crim inal p en a lty  on an  individual who fails 
to re p o rt w itnessing  a n o th e r individual en g ag in g  in sexual ab u se  o f 
a  child.

I N  T H E  S E N A T E  O P  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S

S e i t e m u e u  0, 19 9 8  

M rs. B o x e r  in troduced  th e  following bill; w hich w as read  tw ice a n d  re fe rred  
to  the  C om m ittee on L ab o r an d  H u m an  R esources

A  B IL L
T o  a m e n d  t h e  C h i l d  A b u s e  P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  T r e a t m e n t  A c t

t o  r e q u i r e  S t a t e s  r e c e i v i n g  f u n d s  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  1 0 6  o f

s u c h  A c t  t o  h a v e  i n  e f f e c t  a  S t a t e  l a w  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  

a  c r i m i n a l  p e n a l t y  o n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  f a i l s  t o  r e p o r t  

w i t n e s s i n g  a n o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  e n g a g i n g  i n  s e x u a l  a b u s e  

o f  a  c h i l d .  

1 B e  i t  e n a c te d  b y  th e  S e n a t e  a n d  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a -

2  t i v e s  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S ta t e s  o f  A m e r i c a  i n  C o n g r e s s  a s s e m b le d ,

3  S E C T IO N  1. S H O R T  T IT L E .

4  • T h i s  A c t  m a y  b e  c i t e d  a s  t h e  “ S h e r r i c e  I v e r s o n  A c t ” .

S.2452



1 S E C . 2 . R E Q U IR E M E N T  O N  S T A T E S  R E C E IV IN G  G R A N T S  F O R

2  C H IL D  A B U S E  A N D  N E G L E C T  P R E V E N T IO N

3  A N D  T R E A T M E N T  P R O G R A M S .

4  ( a )  I n  G e n e r a l . — S e c t i o n  1 0 6 ( b ) ( 2 )  o f  t h e  C h i l d

5  A b u s e  P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  T r e a t m e n t  A c t  ( 4 2  U . S . C .

6  5 1 0 6 a ( b ) ( 2 ) )  i s  a m e n d e d —

7  ( 1 )  i n  s u b p a r a g r a p h  ( C ) ,  b y  s t r i k i n g  “ a n d ”  a t

8  t h e  e n d ;

9  ( 2 )  i n  s u b p a r a g r a p h  ( D ) ,  b y  s t r i k i n g  t h e  p e r i o d

1 0  a t  t h e  e n d  a n d  i n s e r t i n g  a n d ” ; a n d

11  ( 3 )  b y  a d d i n g  a t  t h e  e n d  t h e  f o l l o w in g :

1 2  “(E) a n  a s s u r a n c e  in  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  c c r t i f i -

1 3  c a t i o n  b y  t h e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e

1 4  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  i n  e f f e c t  a n d  i s  e n f o r c i n g  a

1 5  S t a t e  l a w  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  c r i m i n a l  p e n a l t y  o n  a n

1 6  i n d i v i d u a l  1 8  y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  o l d e r  w h o  f a i l s  t o

1 7  r e p o r t  t o  a  S t a t e  o r  l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i -

1 8  c i a l  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  w i t n e s s e d  a n o t h e r

1 9  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  S t a t e  e n g a g i n g  in  s e x u a l  a b u s e

2 0  o f  a  c h i l d . ” .

2 1  ( b )  E f f e c t i v e  D a t e . — T h e  a m e n d m e n t  m a d e  b y

2 2  s u b s e c t i o n  ( a )  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  o n  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 0 4 .

O
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Business Manager
J o s e p h  E. Y o u n g  

A n c h o r a g e

Board of Directors
J o h n  C h a r b o n n e a u .  P r e s id e n t  

A n c h o r a g e

R o b m  L o w n , V ice  P r e s id e n t  

J u n e a u

M ic h a e l C o rk ill, P a s t  P r e s id e n t  

A n c h o r a g e

Tod M cG illiv ray . M e m b e r  

K e n a i 

P r e s .  K e n a i C h a p te r

L e o  B r a n d le n ,  M e m b e r  

[ i c h o r a g e

A n c h o r a g e  C h a p te r

A n g e l la  L o n g . M e m b e r  

P a lm e r  

P r e s .  M a t -S u  C h a p te r

T ony a  B a r n e s .  M e m b e r  

F a i r b a n k s

P r e s .  F a r t h e s t  N orth  C h a p te r

R o b e r t  F le tc h e r , M e m b e r  

J u n e a u

P r e s  C a p ito l C ity  C h a p te r

L e ro y  M e s t a s ,  M e m b e r  

K e t c h ik a n

P r e s .  F ir s t  C ity  C h a p te r

R o b e r t  C la u s ,  M e m b e r  

C r a ig

P r e s .  P r in c e  ol '.V a le s C h a p te r

J o h n  L u c k in g ,  J r ., M e m b e r  

U n a la s k a  

P r e s .  A le u t ia n  I s l a n d s  C h a p te r

S T A T E  O F F I C E

A l a s k a  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n

P.O. Box 240106 Anchorage, Alaska 99524-0106 Phone (907) 277-0515 Fax (907) 272-5355

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  D yson  
A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  
S ta te  C a p ita l
J u n e a u , A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2  

D e a r R e p re s e n ta t iv e  D yson ,

F e b ru a ry  19, 1 9 9 9

%
* 3

%

A t a  re ce n t m e e tin g  o f th e  A P O A  B o a rd  o f D ire c to rs , w e  u n a n im o u s ly  
a g re e d  to  e n d o rs e  H B  34 .

P le a se  c o n ta c t us if th e re  is a n y th in g  w e  ca n  d o  to  a s s is t yo u  w ith  th is  b ill 
a s it p ro c e e d s  th ro u g h  th e  le g is la t iv e  p ro c e s s . Y ou  m a y  c o n ta c t us a t th e  
A P O A  o ff ic e  in A n c h o ra g e  a t 2 7 7 -0 5 1 5 .

T h a n k  yo u  fo r  s p o n s o r in g  th is  le g is la t io n .

S in c e re ly ,

. a C L i/n t fU * * 1-

/n  C h a rb o n n e a u  
S ta te  P re s id e n t
A la s k a  P ea ce  O ff ic e rs  A s s o c ia t io n

Testimony
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Help Your Neighbor— It's the Law

After a p articu la r h e in o u s crim e d u rin g  w h ich  a y o u n g  m an  stood  by w hile a ch ild  was 

m urdered , law m akers in  m an y  sta tes are considering  "d u ty  to  assist" laws.

B y  D o n n a  L y o n s

G o o d  S a m a r i t a n s  w h o  c o m e  t o  t h e  a i d  o f  a  c r im e  v i c t i m  h a v e  

l o n g  e n jo y e d  i m m u n i t y  f r o m  c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y  u n d e r  s t a t e  l a w s .  A 

n e w  t w i s t  o n  a l t r u i s m  i s  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  s t a t e s  t h i s  

y e a r  w i t h  b i l l s  i n t r o d u c e d  t h a t  w o u ld  p u n i s h  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  s e e s  a  

c r im e  b e i n g  c o m m i t t e d  a n d  f a i l s  t o  r e p o r t  i t  o r  a s s i s t  o r  s u m m o n  

h e l p  f o r  t h e  v i c t i m .  M o s t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  s p e c i f y  s e r i o u s  c r im e s  

t h a t  p u t  a  v i c t i m  i n  p e r i l  o f  s e r i o u s  b o d i l y  i n j u r y ;  s o m e  s p e c i f y  

c h i l d  v i c t im s .

A l i t t l e  g i r l  w h o  w a s  m u r d e r e d  l a s t  s u m m e r  

in  a  c a s i n o  n e a r  t h e  N e v a d a - C a l i f o r n i a  b o r d e r  

h a s  b e c o m e  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  p o s t e r  c h i l d  f o r  

t h e s e  m e a s u r e s .  S e v e n - y e a r - o ld  S h e r r i c e  I v e r ­

s o n  w a s  m o le s t e d  a n d  s t r a n g l e d  in  a  r e s t r o o m  

s t a l l  a t  t h e  P r im a d o n n a  C a s i n o  i n  P r im m ,

N e v .  J e r e m y  S t r o h m e y e r ,  a  1 9 - y e a r - o l d  s t u ­

d e n t  f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a ,  p le d  g u i l t y  t o  t h e  c r im e  

a n d  i s  n o w  s e r v i n g  a  l i f e  s e n t e n c e  w i t h o u t  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p a r o le .

D i s g u s t  a t  t h i s  h e i n o u s  c r im e  a g a i n s t  a  

c h i l d  b e c a m e  o u t r a g e  w h e n  i t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  a  f r i e n d  o f  S t r o h m e y e r ' s ,  D a v id  C a s h  J r . ,  

w a s  w i t h  h im  a t  t h e  c a s i n o  t h a t  n i g h t  a n d  

a p p a r e n t l y  k n e w  t h e  c r im e  w a s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  

b u t  d id  n o t h i n g  t o  a v e r t  t h e  t r a g e d y .  C a l i f o r ­

n i a  a n d  N e v a d a  a r e  a m o n g  s t a t e s  n o w  c o n s i d ­

e r in g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w o u ld  g i v e  t h e  s t a t e  a  c h a r g e a b le  o f f e n s e  i n  s u c h  

a  c a s e .

L e g i s l a t i o n  u e i n g  s p o n s o r e d  b y  N e v a d a  A s s e m b ly m a n  R i c h a r d  

P e r k in s  i s  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  l a w  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  c e r t a in  p r o f e s ­

s i o n a l s  r e p o r t  s u s p e c t e d  c h i l d  a b u s e .  T h e  n e w  l a w  w o u ld  e x t e n d  t h a t  

d u t y  to  r e p o r t  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  o b s e r v e s  c r im e s  a g a i n s t  c h i l d r e n .  T h e  

a s s e m b ly m a n  s a id  t h a t  s u p p o r t e r s  w o u ld  r e v i e w  t h e  c r im in a l  c o d e  d e f ­

i n i t i o n  f o r  " p r i n c i p a l  t o  a  c r im e "  to  c o n s id e r  h o w  a  D a v id  C a s h  c o u ld  

b e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  c r im e  a s  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r  u n d e r  t h a t  la w .

A m e a s u r e  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  A s s e m b ly  w o u ld  m a k e  i t  a  

f e l o n y  to  o b s e r v e  a n d  f a i l  t o  r e p o r t  c r im e s  o f  m u r d e r ,  m a n s l a u g h t e r ,  

(r a p e ,  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  o r  a n y  a s s a u l t  t h a t  a p p e a r s  r e a s o n a b l y  l i k e l y  to

Duiniti Lyuns Is the crirriiiitil justice expert o f NCSL. Kelly Fax cuntribiiteil ta this article.

c a u s e  s e r i o u s  b o d i l y  h a r m .  A n d  a  S e n a t e  b i l l  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  s p e c i f i e s  

m i n o r  v i c t i m s  a s  t h o s e  f o r  w h o m  a  d u t y  t o  a s s i s t  w o u ld  e x i s t  u n d e r  

s t a t e  la w .  O t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  e a r l y  t h i s  y e a r  h a d  s i m i l a r  m e a s u r e s  i n t r o ­

d u c e d  i n c l u d e  F lo r id a ,  N e w  J e r s e y ,  N e w  Y o rk  a n d  T e x a s .

T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  l e g a l  s y s t e m  h a s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  p e o p le  

to  a s s i s t  v i c t im s .  G o o d  S a m a r i t a n  l a w s  f o u n d  i n  e v e r y  s t a t e  p r o v id e  

c i v i l  i m m u n i t y  f o r  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  d o  j u m p  I n  to  h e lp  a t  t h e  

s c e n e  o f  a  c r im e  o r  e m e r g e n c y .  T h e  d u t y  to  

r e n d e r  a i d  u n d e r  s t a t e  l a w  g e n e r a l l y  h a s  b e e n  

l im i t e d  to  s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  t h e  

I n j u r e d  a n d  o b s e r v i n g  p a r t i e s — d r i v e r  o f  a 

v e h i c l e  a n d  p a s s e n g e r ,  o w n e r  o f  p r o p e r t y  

a n d  a  v i s i t o r ;  s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l  a n d  s t u d e n t .

A n d  s t a t e  l a w s  h a v e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b r o a d l y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  d u t y  t o  r e p o r t  b y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  

a n d  o t h e r s  w h o  w o r k  w i t h ,  s u p e r v i s e  a n d  

c a r e  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  In  c a s e s  o f  s u s p e c t e d  c h i l d  

a b u s e  o r  n e g l e c t .  A f e w  s t a t e s  h a v e  in c l u d e d  

m i s d e m e a n o r  o f f e n s e s  u n d e r  d u t y  t o  r e n d e r  

a id  in  c e r t a in  o t h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  W i s c o n s i n  

la w ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  p r o v id e s  a  p e n a l t y  f o r  f a i l ­

i n g  to  r e n d e r  a i d  to  a  p e a c e  o f f ic e r ;  a n d  M in ­

n e s o t a  h a s  in c o r p o r a t e d  i n  i t s  “g o o d  S a m a r i ­

t a n "  t o r t  l a w  w o r d i n g  t h a t  m a k e s  i t  a  p e t t y  

m i s d e m e a n o r  t o  f a i l  t o  p r o v i d e  r e a s o n a b l e  

a s s i s t a n c e  a t  t h e  s c e n e  o f  a n  e m e r g e n c y .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  la w s  h a v e  s p a r k e d  d e b a t e  o v e r  w h e t h e r  c r e a t in g  a  d u t y  

to  a s s i s t  i n  c r im in a l  l a w  c a n  p r o m p t  d e s i r a b le  b e h a v io r .  D u t y - t o - a s s i s t  

l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  t h o  s i t u a t i o n s  t o  w h i c h  s u c h  m e a s u r e s  m i g h t  a p p l y  a r e  

l i k e l y  t o  b e  t o o  a m b i g u o u s  t o  b e  a  p r a c t i c a l  r e s p o n s e ,  s u g g e s t s  W a s h ­

in g t o n ,  D .C . ,  a t t o r n e y  E l i s a b e t h  S e m e l ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c ­

t o r s  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  C r im in a l  D e f e n s e  L a w y e r s .

" A s  a  s o c i e t y ,  w e  h a v e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a n d  w r o n g l y  c o m e  t o  b e l i e v e  

t h e  o n l y  r e s p o n s e  to  m o r a l l y  o f f e n s i v e  b e h a v i o r  i s  : o  c r im i n a l i z e  i t , "  

s h e  s a i d .

B u t  t o  p r o p o n e n t s ,  s u c h  a  l a w  to  p r o t e c t  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  d a n g e r  d o e s  

n o t  g o  t o o  fa r .  “A s h u m a n  b e i n g s  w e  h a v e  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  d u t y  t o  p r o ­

t e c t  t h o s e  w h o  c a n n o t  p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s , "  s a i d  N e v a d a  A s s e m b ly ­

m a n  P e r k i n s .  " C h i l d r e n  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  h i g h  o n  t h a t  l i s t . "  -

ItAtl KCmATUMS MARCH T n r  t i
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D ecem ber 1998
S ta te  L aw s w ith  re g a rd  to  “ D u ty  to  A ss is t”  in  C r im e  S itu a tio n

Stale C ite Provisions/C rim inal penalties
California P end ing  legislation D ecem ber 1998: A ssem blym an  T orlakson  in troduced  the Sherrice 

Iverson G ood S am aritan  Law , m aking  it a crim e to fail to  notify  po lice  o f  
a violent crim e. In m ost states, it is not ag a in st the law  in C alifo rn ia  o r 
N evada to see a crim e and not report it. N evada law m akers w ere expected 
to introduce a sim ilar m easure  next m onth.

Florida Fla. S tat. § 794.027 Law is specific  to a person  w ho observes thc com m ission  o f  the crim e o f  
sexual battery and w ho has ab ility  but fails to seek assistance  even  though 
he/or she could  do w ithou t th reat o f  physical harm . V iolation  is a first 
degree m isdem eanor, punishable  in that sta te  by up to one year 
im prisonm ent and S I ,000 fine.

M assachusetts M ass. C hap te r 268 §40 Requires that a person w ho know s that ano ther person  is a victim  o f  
aggravated rape, rape, m urder, m anslaugh ter o r arm ed robbery  and is at 
the scene o f  said crim e m ust, to the ex ten t that said person can do  so 
w ithout danger o r peril to h e rse lf/h im se lf o r  o thers, report the crim e to an 
appropriate law enforcem ent official as soon  as reasonably  practicable. 
Violation subject to a fine o f  not less than  $500 nor m ore than S2500.

M innesota M inn. S tatu tes § 6 0 4 A .01 Incorporated in the “good S am aritan" tort liability  law. A dds that a 
person is guilty  o f  a petty  m isdem eanor i f  at the scene  o f  an em ergency  
(not specific  to crim e scene) ano ther person  is exposed  to o r suffering  
grave physical harm  and  one can assist but fails to do  so. R easonable 
assistance m ay include ob tain ing  o r a ttem pting  to obtain  aid from  law  
enforcem ent or m edical personnel. A petty  offense in M innesota  does not 
constitute a crim e, but can carry a fine up to  $100.

Ohio O hio  L ev. C ode 2921.22 No person, know ing  that a felony has been o r is being  com m itted , shall 
know ingly fail to repo rt such inform ation  to  law  enforcem ent au thorities. 
A person w ho violates this law  is guilty  o f  failure to  report a crim e, a 
fourth degree m isdem eanor.

Rhode Island R .l. G en. Law s § 11-56-1 Refers to g iv ing  assistance  at scene o f  an  em ergency  (not specific  to 
crim e scene). R equires a person w ho know s that ano ther person  is 
exposed to o r su ffered  grave physical harm  to assist is he/she can  do  so 
w ithout danger to h im /h e rse lf  o r others. V iolation  is a petty m isdem eanor 
subject to im prisonm ent up to six m onths and /o r fine o f  $500.

Rhode Island R .l .G e n  Law s § 11-37-3.1 Refers to duty to report sexual assault. R equires that a person w ho know s 
or has reason to know  that a sexual assau lt is taking place m ust 
im m ediately notify  police. Failure to report is a m isdem eanor w ith  
possible im prisonm ent up to one year an d /o r a fine o f  $500.

.V erm ont

>
Vt. Stat. Ann. § 519 Incorporated in section  on civil liability , adds that i f  a person know s 

another is exposed  to grave physical harm  and can do  so w ithout danger 
or peril to s e lf  or o thers, should  give reasonable  assistance. V iolation  
carries fine up to $100.



§<fl-5-18. Officer not liable for act done under statute or executive order afterward declared 
unconstitutional,

No officer in thc lawful exercise or discharge of his official duty under any act of the Legislature, or 
any order or proclamation of thc governor of this state, shall be held personally responsible therefor in any

• - action, suit, prosecution or proceeding, civil or criminal, by reason of such act, order or proclamation being
afterwards adjudged by any court of this state to be unconstitutional. Nor shall his official bond be liable in 
any civil proceeding therefor.

» * *
§61-5-19. Compounding offenses mid misprison; penalties. 0  LA

If any person, knowing of thc commission of an offense, take any money, or reward, or an engagement
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therefor, upon an agreement or undertaking, expressed or implied, to compound or conceal such offense, or 
not to prosecute therefor, or not to give evidence thereof, he shall, if such offense be a felony, be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, be confined in jail not more than one year and fined not exceeding 
five hundred dollars; and if such offense be not a felony, unless it be punishable merely by a forfeiture to 
him, he may be confined in jail not more than six months, and shall be fined not exceeding one hundred 
dollars.
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22-11-12. Misprision of felony. Any person who, having knowledge, which is not privileged, of thc 
commission of u felony, conceals thc same, or docs not immediately disclose such felony, with the name of 
thc perpetrator thereof, and nil the facts in relation thereto, to thc proper authorities, shall be guilty of 
misprision of a felony. Misprision of a felony is a Class 1 misdemeanor. There is no misprision of 
misdemeanors or petty offenses.

• C om m en ts:

Severn! states have laws about misprision, but most seem to be "m isprision of treason" taws. South 
Dakota and West Virginia are the only states wo found which have ‘misprision of a (0(00/ '  laws. 
(California, Florida, Illinois, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, Rhode Island. Vermont, Virginia, 
and Washington all have 'misprision of treason" laws.)

Attached are a copies of the statutes South Dakota and West Virginia.
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Fpimer honor student Jeremy Strolj- 
meyer, with attorney Leslie’Abramson'at, 
his side, pleaded guilty Tuesday hours 
before his trial was to begin. .
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