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Sponsor Statement

HB 318
MAn Act relating to property disposal by law enforcement agencies."

Common law, the basis of modern-day law, provides that a private individual who finds property 
and takes the responsibility to give it into safekeeping has a greater right to claim that property than 
anyone else other than the true owner of the property. This makes sense. Unfortunately, Alaska 
Statute provides less than clear guidance to state departments about what they may do when an 
individual finds property and turns it in.

HB 318 affects property that is iost, mislaid, or delivered to a private individual by mistake, and 
turned in to a law enforcement agency, and is unclaimed by the rightful owner for one year.

• Allows private individuals who responsibly deliver property to a law enforcement
agency to own that property after one year if possession of that property by that
private individual is otherwise legal.

• Would not affect any municipal ordinance.
• Provides clear guidance to state law enforcement agencies.
• Encourages individuals to turn property into law enforcement agencies to find the 

rightful owner.

The Alaska Department of Public Safety and the Alaska Department of Revenue support this 
legislation, and I urge your support.

HB 318:

http://www.akfBpuNicans.orglBunde.hlm
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V ic e  C h u ir . H o u s e  F in a n c e  C om m it te e  
M e m b e r  L c g i i la t i v c  B m J j t l  &  A u d it  C om m it te e

A n aly sis  o f  HB 318 -  “ R e tu rn  F o u n d  P ro p e r ty  to  F in d e r”
H B  3 1 8 :

t )  Is  b a se d  o n  C o m m o n  L a w :

a ) P ro v id e s  that a  fin d e r o f  lo s t  p ro p e rty  w h o  ta kes the re s p o n s ib i li ty  to  g iv e  the in to  s a fe k e e p in g , a cqu ire s  t it le  to  the fo u n d  
p ro p e rty  a g a in s t a l l bu t th e  tru e  ow n e r.

b ) L o s t  p ro p e r ty  is p ro p e rty  u n in te n t io n a lly  lo s t b y  the tru e  ow n e r
e ) T re a s u re  t ro v e  is c o in , m o n e y , o r  o th e r  p re c io u s  c om m od itie s  c o n ce a le d  in  the ea rth  and is trea ted  as lo s t p ro p e rty  in  the

U .S .
d ) M is la id  g o o d s  a re  those  w h ich  w e re  in te n t io n a lly  p la c ed  b y  the ow n e r w he re  th e y  w e re  fo u n d  (s a fe  d ep o s it b o x e s , b anks ,

s to c k s , e tc ) and  then fo rg o t te n  o r  le f t . T h e  f in d e r  o f  m isp la ced  p ro p e rty  d o e s  no t h ave  r ig h t o f  p o sse ss io n , bu t is c on s id e red
to  be  h o ld in g  the  g o o d s  f o r  the  tru e  ow n e r.

2 )  C la r i f i e s  c u r r e n t  A la s k a  S t a t u t e  1 2 .3 6 , " D is p o s i t i o n  o f  R e c o v e r e d  o r  S e iz e d  P r o p e r t y ,  w h ic h  o n ly  c o v e r s

a ) p ro p e rty  u sed  as e v id e n c e  o f  a c r im e ,
b ) p ro p e rty  u sed  in a c h i ld re n ’ s c o u rt p ro c e e d in g , and
e ) w hen  th e  p ro p e rty  is s u b je c t to  sta te  o r  fe d e ra l fo r fe itu re  law s

3 )  In  a l l  o t h e r  in s ta n c e s , u n d e r  A S  1 2 .3 6 .0 4 0 ,  a n y  u n c la im e d  p r o p e r t y  th a t  is  a  g u n : 

a ) m ust b e  s o ld  to a fe d e ra l ly  lic en sed  gun d e a le r

4 )  H B  3 1 8  w i l l :

a )  o n ly  a f fe c t  p ro p e rty  that is  n o t e v id e n c e  o f  a c rim e
b ) o n ly  a f fe c t  p ro p e rty  that is  le g a l to  p ossess
c ) p ro v id e s  c le a r  g u id an ce  to  la w  e n fo rc em en t o f f ic ia ls
d ) e n c o u ra g e  p e o p le  to  tu rn  p ro p e rty  in to  p ro p e r law  e n fo rc em en t o f f ic ia ls
e )  o n ly  a f fe c t  p riv a te  in d iv id u a ls

5 )  H B  3 1 8  w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t :

a ) p ro p e r ty  lo a n e d  to  o r  h e ld  b y  m useum s (H B  2 18 )

b ) p ro p e r ty  fo u n d  w ith in  m u n ic ip a li t ie s  o r  b o ro u g h s  

e ) p re h is to r ic , a rc h a e o lo g ic a l, h is to r ic a l. N a t iv e , o r  s im i la r  p ro p e rty  --

d ) p ro p e rty  tha t is n o t le g a l to  be  p o sse ssed , o r  p e o p le  w h o  m ay  no t p ossess  
c e rta in  p ro p e rty  (s aw ed  o f f  s h o tg u n s , m o on  ro c k s , c o n v ic te d  fe lo n s , e tc .)

e )  c om p a n ie s , in s titu t io n s , b a n k s , state em p lo y e e s  w h o  fin d  p ro p e rty  in  (L in e 1 3 -  " p r iv a te  in d iv id u a l" )
th e  c o u rs e  o f  th e ir jo b

0  In ta n g ib le  p ro p e rty , i.e . : b o n d s , s a fe  d e p o s it b o x e s  (A S  3 4 .3 5 ,  U n i fo rm
U n c la im e d  P ro p e r ty  A c t " )

6) T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b li c  S a fe t y  s u p p o r t s  th is  le g is la t io n .

7 )  T h e r e  is  a  z e r o  fis c n l n o te .

(A S  1 2 .3 6 )
( l in e s  9  &  10  o f  b i l l )  
(D e p t , o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty ) 
(D e p t , o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty ) 
( l in e  5  o f  the  b i l l )

(A S  1 4 .5 7  c o v e rs  H B  2 1 8 )

( l in e s  1 1 -  14 o f  the  b i l l )

(A S  4 1 . 3 5 . 2 0 0 -  the  H is to r ic  
P re s e rv a t io n  A c t)

(L in e  10 o f  (h e  b i l l )

Analysis



M E M O R A N D U M  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
D epartm ent of R evenue ,  Office of th e  C o m m iss io n e r

TO: Representative Con Bunde DATE: Jan. 27, 2000

PHONE: 465-5469
FROM: Larry Persily

Deputy Commissioner SUBJECT: H B318

The Department of Revenue has reviewed House Bill 318 (An Act Relating to Property 
Disposal by Law Enforcement Agencies) and believes it would not affect the operations 
of the Unclaimed Property Section at the department’s Tax Division.

Please let me know if I can offer any additional information on the bill or our unclaimed 
property operations.

D.O.R. Position


