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A N A LY S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
T h e  D e p t  o f  C o rre c t io n s  is  subm itting  an  in d e te rm in a te  f isca l n o te  fo r th is  leg is la tion  b e ca u se  the  

D epa rtm en t is  u n ao le  to a sce rta in  its e c o n o m ic  im pac t. U n d e r  th e  te rm s o f th is  bill, the D epa rtm en t w ill 

be  a b le  to s e e k  c lo su re  o f  the C le a ry  c la s s  a c t io n  la w su it o n e  y e a r  fo llow ing  the e ffe c t ive  da te  o f  the 

leg is la tion . It is  unknow n, how ever, w h e th e r th e  co u rt  w ill a c t fa vo rab ly  on the  D epa rtm en t's  m otion . 

Fu rthe rm o re , e v en  if it is  a s su m e d  that the  c o u r t  d o e s  a c t  fa vo rab ly  on the m otion , the D epa rtm en t can n o t 

read ily  d e te rm in e  the f is c a l im pact o f su ch  a  ru ling . O n  the "sa v in g s"  s id e , the D epa rtm en t is cu rren tly  

p ay ing  fo r a  cou rt-appo in ted  com p lian ce  m o n ito r  in  th e  Cleary law su it. P re su m ab ly , th e se  c o s ts  w ill no 

lo n ge r be  in cu rre d  fo llow ing  term ination  o f  the  la w s u it  T h ough  no t an tic ipa ted , it is  p o ss ib le  that new  

litagation  co u ld  be  filed  requ ir ing  c o m p a ra b le  m on ito ring .
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SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT
DATE: 5/10/99 FURTHER:

DATE TURNED
IN TO O FFICE:  ______________

Judiciary Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 214(JUD)

“An Act relating to litigation involving correctional facilities; and amending Rules 59(f), 60(b), 62, and 
65, Alaska Rules of Civil Procedure."

and recommends:

[ ] be replaced with 

[ ] adopt previous

CS

CS

[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ ] • adopt Letter of Intent by _ 

[ ] further referral to the___

Committee

Committee

Senate Bill:
[ ] same title 

) [ ] new title 
House Bill:

J  [ ] same title 
[ ] technical title 
[ ] new: SCR*___
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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

H O U S E  B IL L  214(JU D ) 

“Prisoner Litigation Reform  A ct” 

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  E L D O N  M U L D E R

Modeled after successful federal legislation, HB 2 14(JUD) provides that court decisions 
effecting Alaska’s prison system be as direct and unobtrusive as possible to the overall 
operations of the prison system. Currently, as seen with the Cleary case, judicial 
judgements are allowed to make broad sweeping requirements of the entire system in 
order to solve specifically identified, non-systemic problems within the Department of 
Corrections.

House Bill 214(JUD) requires any court orders or consent decrees be limited in scope to 
include only the specific problems or issues contained in the original complaint. It would 
also requires the court to take into consideration the overall effect of its decisions on the 
management and fiscal impact on the department.

The States constitution clearly states that the Legislature has the exclusive right to 
appropriate. Recent court orders and consent decrees requiring certain levels of funding 
or services is in direct conflict with the Legislature’s exclusive appropriation powers.

The far reaching effects of recent court orders and consent decrees have also been in 
conflict with the Administrative branch’s requirement to manage the State facilities and 
carry out the several constitutional goals of prison administration.

While the legislature recognizes the Judiciary's ability to ensure the constitutional rights 
of Alaska’s prison population, it also recognizes that there is a constitutional separation 
of powers and duties that allows the State to effectively carry out its duties. House Bill 
214(JUD) will accomplish this goal.
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