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Health, Education and Social Services Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 95

“An Act relating to the combination of grades that constitute junior high, middle, or secondary school.”

and recommends:

[ ] be replaced with 

[ ] adopt previous

CS

CS

[ ] attached am endm ent(s)

[ ] adopt Letter of Intent by _ 

[ ] further referral to th e___

Committee

Committee

Senate Bill:
[ ] same title 
[ ] new title 

H ouse Bill:
[ ] same title 
[ ] technical title 
[ ] new: SCR"____

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):
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PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):*
Department Date Zero Fiscal
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SEN A T E B IL L  N O. 1 5 "

IN THE LEGISLATURE O F THE STATE OF ALASKA

TW ENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY SENATOR PHILLIPS

Introduced:
Referred:

A BELL 

FO R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D  

'A n A ct relating to the com bination o f grades th a t constitute ju n io r  high, middle,; 

>r secondary  school." j
5i

JE IT  EN A C TED  BY T H E  L E G ISL A T U R E  O F TH E STA TE O F ALA SK A : j

* Section  1. AS 14.03.060(b) is amended to read:
I

(b) A secondary school consists o f grades six [SEVEN] through 12 or any

appropriate combination of grades within this range. The establishment of one or twoj
1

grades beyond the 12th grade is optional with the governing body o f the school 

district.
j

* Sec. 2. AS 14.03.060(c) is amended to read:

(c) Grades six [SEVEN] through [EIGHT,] nine [, AND TEN] or any
I

appropriate combination of grades within this range may be organized as a junior high 

school o r  a  m iddle school.
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
SENATOR RANDY PHILLIPS 

SENATE DISTRICT L

Session (Jan-May) 
Stale Capitol, Room 103 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
1 (907) 465-4949 
1 (907) 465-4979 Fax 
Toll Free Anchorage Area 
1-800-478-4950 

Interim 
P.O. Box 142 
Eagle River, Alaska 99577 
1 (907) 694-4949 
1 (907) 694-4948 Fax

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  

SB 95

Senate Bill 95 amends the current definition of secondary school student to 
include the grade 6 to 8 middle school concept. Currently only junior high 
school students in grades 7 to 9 are considered secondary students.

Many junior high schools statewide have been converted to middle schools for 
instructional purposes. Al1 Anchorage junior high schools have been converted 
to middle schools. This change seeks to expand Department of Education 
regulations in a manner that conforms with the middle school concept chosen 
by many local school boards.

Inclusion of sixth grade in the middle school configuration also has an impact on 
facilities planning. All students in the middle schooi program require the same 
facilities and space allocation. Changing this definition allows 6” grade students 
enrolled in a middle school program to be counted at the secondary school 
allowance of 150 square feet per student rather than the 106 square feet per 
student allowance.

The current elementary square foot allowance for sixth grade students hinders a 
local school board’s ability to properly plan and design a middle school facility to 
meet the educational needs of the students it serves.
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ASD Memorandum
To: Senator Rick H al ford

Senator R an d y  Phillips.

Cc: A nchorage C aucus Co-Chairs:
S enator D ave D onley 
R epresen ta tive  A ndrew  H alcro

From : L ^ 'V V i^ e t ,  Executive D irector, Public A ffairs

S u b jec t: H rroposed  C h an g es /A d d itio n s  to State S tatu te

D ate: M arch  2,1999

A ttached  p lease  find  p e r  y o u r request suggested  changes to s ta te  s ta tu te  to 
accom m odate  the  follow ing ASD Legislative priorities:

(1) D efinition o f a Secondary S tuden t

(2) Flexibility in S tate C apital Im p ro v em en t G ran ts  and  School 
D ebt R eim bursem ent

(3) C h arie r School Space A llocation

Please d o  n o t hesita te  to contact m e if vou need  fu rth e r inform ation.4

L aw rence A. W iget, Ed.D., Executive D irector, P u b lic  A ffairs 
A nchorage School D istrict 

4600 D ebarr Kd.
A nchorage, A laska 99519 

(w) 907 - 269-2255 (0 907 - 269-2340
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A n c h o r a g e S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  L e g i s l a t i v e  P r i o r i t y

Definition of a Secondary Student
T he A nchorage Schooi Board su p p o rts  chang ing  education  regu la tions o r 
s ta te  s ta tu te  to expand  the  defin ition  o f jun ior h igh  to inc lude the w ords 
"m id d le  school" and inc lude  the  o p tio n  of sixth g rade  in  the 
co n fig u ra tio n  of the ju n io r h ig h /m id d le  school. It is also requested  th a t 
the  sq u are  footage allow able for 6 th  g raders  housed  in a m idd le  school be 
calcu la ted  a t the seco n d ary  allow ance o f 150 square  feet p e r  s tuden t, 
ra th e r  than the elem en tary  calculation of 106 square  feet p e r  studen t.

A S D  In ten t/S u g g es ted  L anguage

T he follow ing suggested  rev isions to  s ta tu te  are p rov ided  to assist in  the 
d ev e lo p m en t of a bill to  m ee t the in ten t o f the  ASD legislative p rio rity  
reg a rd in g  th e  d e f in itio n  o f  a se co n d a ry  s tu d e n t

"A n  A ct re la tin g  to th e  c o m b in a tio n  o f g rad es  th a t constitu te  ju n io r  h igh , 
m id d le , o r  h ig h  school."

BE IT  EN A C TED  BY T H E  LEG ISLA TU RE OF TH E STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section  1. AS 14.03.060(b) is am en d ed  to read:

(b) A secondary  school consists of g rades six  [SEVEN] 
th rough  12 o r any ap p ro p ria te  com bination o f g rades 
w ith in  this range. The estab lishm ent of one o r tw o 
grades b ey o n d  the  12th g rade is op tional w ith  the 
govern in g  b o d y  of the school district.

* Sec. 2. AS 14.03.060(c) is am en d ed  to read:

(c) G rades six [SEVEN] th rough  9 [EIGHT A N D  
NINE] o r any  ap p ro p ria te  com bination of grades 
w ith in  th is range  m a y b e  o rgan ized  as a junior h ig h  
school, a middle school. Middle schools are a
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separate funding component from elementary and 
secondary schools for purposes of calculating 
square footage.

A dd a new  (d) to read :

(d) Grades 9 through 12, or any appropriate
combination of grades within this range may be 
organized as a high school.

C urren tly , u n d e r  4 A A C 31.020, School C onstru c tio n  G uidelines, no m en tio n  
is m ad e  ot' "A llow able Square Feet P e r E lem en tary  S tu d en t."

R ationale : M any ju n io r h ig h  schools s ta tew id e  h av e  been  converted  to
m id d le  schools for in struc tional p u rp o ses . A ll A nchorage jun io r h ighs 
have been  converted  to m idd le  schools.

T he w ay  lhal the law  and  cu rren t reg u la tio n s  a re  w ritten , how ever, the 
m id d le  school m odel is n o t add ressed . M an y  s ix th  g rad e  s tu d en ts  across 
th e  s ta te  are  in  m id d le  school p ro g ' sms. S ixth g ra d e  is n o t g iven  
a p p ro v a l to  b e  inc luded  in the jun io r h ig h /m id d le  school m ix. T he gTade 
configu ra tion  of m idd le  schools varies b u t m a y  inc lude  6 ,7 ,8  o r  9th 
g rades  in  various  com binations. Several d istric ts , in c lu d in g  A nchorage, 
a lread y  have  configura tions rang ing  from  6 th  g rad e  to  n in th  g rad e  and  
are  the re fo re  o u t of com pliance w ith  D ep artm en t o f E ducation  
regu la tions.

Inclusion  o f six th  g rad e  in th e  m id d le  schoo l configu ra tion  also has an 
im pact on facilities p lann ing . All s tu d e n ts  in  the  m id d le  school p ro g ram  
requ ire  th e  sam e p rogram s and space  allocation . The c u rren t e lem en tary  
sq u are  foot allow ance for sixth g rad e rs  h in d e rs  a d is tric t's  ability  to 
p ro p erly  p lan  an d  design  a m id d le  school facility  to m eet th e  educa tiona l 
needs o f the  s tu d en ts  it serves.


