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Richard and Nora Dauenhauer
3740 North Douglas Highway
Juneau, Alaska 99801
Telephone: (907) 586-4708
e-mail: jfrld@ uas.alaska.edu

April 26,1999
Testimony in Support of SB 103

We're sorry we cannot be present to testify in person, but we have previously
scheduled commitments. We submit these written comments for the record.

My name is Richard Dauenhauer. Languages have been a central part of my life
since junior high school. My academic training is in Germanic and Slavic
languages, and in comparative literature. Since coming to Alaska in 1969 | have
worked with applied linguistics and applied folklore, helping with materials
development and teacher training for Alaska Native languages, and working for
recognition of Alaska Native languages as deserving of a place in the classroom
and curriculum. 1 have personally worked with about half of the Native
languages in Alaska, but my major focus has been in partnership with my wife,
Nora Marks Dauenhauer, working on Tlingit, which is her first language.

SB 103 gives explicit, positive moral support to the effort for the survival of
Alaska Native languages by recognizing these languages as a legitimate,
"canonical” part of the school curriculum where desired by the local community
and the local school board. SB 103 recognizes Alaska Native languages along
with those more traditionally taught, such as French, Spanish, German, Russian,
and Japanese. SB 103 notes the academic and social benefits associated with the
presence of Alaska Native languages in the schools in legitimately recognized,

non-tokenized ways.

There is nothing in SB 103 that should present a threat to persons opposed to
Alaska Native languages. There are no demands forcing Native language
instruction on persons or communities who not desire it.

SB 103 is a positive step to counter more than a century of policies designed to
weaken or eliminate the Alaska Native languages that are the unique heritage of
our State. This modest bill provides an opportunity for the Alaska State
legislature to offer some small measure of positive, largely symbolic, support for
the survival of Alaska Native languages by recognizing the legitimacy of their
inclusion in the school curriculum. SB 103 also includes suggestions for
standards of content and methods of instruction, especially for state of the art

distance delivery.

We agree with the background information articulated in the Sponsor Statement
and in the section on Findings. We urge the committee and the legislature as a

whole to support SB 103.
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SPONSOR STATEMENT
SB 103
NATIVE LANGUAGE EDUCATION ACT

SB 103 provides that schools where a majority of the students are Alaska Natives may
teach the language that is traditional within the community, A local Native language
curriculum advisory boa-d shall be established to review and make recommendations
about the teaching of the Native language. |If the advisory board recommends the
establishment of a Native language education curriculum, it then may be incorporated
into the school curriculum and taught by certified or trained instructors. The bill allows
for the delivery of language instruction by existing satellite instruction or other distance
delivery technology, including computer programs and audio distance delivery. The
effective date of this legislation is July 1, 1999.

Many of Alaska's Native languages are on the brink of extinction. Dr. Michael Krauss,
professor of linguistics at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, predicts that "short of a
miracle or radical social change” we will lose 15, and possibly 18, of our 20 Native

languages by the year 2055.

Sadly, the loss of Alaska Native languages is rooted in anti-Native language educational
policies promoted by American missionaries and educators around the turn of the
century. Schools played a critical role in efforts to assimilate Alaska Natives into the
Western/Anglo religion, language and culture; in fact, children were punished for

&"im‘ speaking their Native language.

it

#"4’, Schools cannot, nor should they, carry the burden of Native language preservation alone.
ém Parents, extended family members, and communities have iniportant roles as well. In
Vi many villages, however, many of those tools are lost. We must have our schools
:.Ev’ involved and committed to teaching and preserving our Native languages. Presently,
Mm'i:v many of our village schools are teaching German, Spanish, Russian and Japanese to our
NI children. Many who have the capability to extend their programs to include Native

e\m\elllage languages have not.

"F Native Language Education has received strong support from the Alaska Federation of
"! Al Natives, the White House Conference on Indian Education, the Denakkanaaga Elders
'51 Conference, the Tanana Chiefs Conference, Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation, the
)i Association of Village Council Presidents, the Interior Education Council, the Village
'@!ﬁg‘? _ Participation Conference, the Rural Alaska Community Action Program, and by

. dlkd 1
A7 numerous villages.
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EKNOWBYEXAERENE THAT LANGAGS

arc pessed from gereration togereration by

being spoken o childen. From tine
imemorial thishes been trevay, asyprarely human
mirecle, a procsss ttatworks <o returally- and 0 ine-
placebly. Hldars sinply ek tre lagege to chilldren
and tre childen sinply lean, with letantrol oer
tre corplex grammar and \est \ocabulary tret eery
laguece bes. This Bhow a laguece Iineson 1o parpet-
wete apaple”s inique aulture and ickntaty.

Why, then, dn*twe udarstad tet ifalagee B
rot soden o tedilden, ivill diewithina lifetine-
and tretwith te lag.uge edat, tre peplevill sffar
imessurable ks "oteiraltuead dhtt?

Asearyadi- Jeska Native must know, tte
Arerican educ - mal systan begimiing inthe 1880s
forkede dll use of Alaska Native larguegss nsdool.
Thiswes not done to make Alasa Natives bilirgal n
Bolish naddition o teirown lagegss— aper-

Tty possiblegal, as tte Rissiars™ hed been wiith
Rssian— hut ratter towipe out Alada Native
largueges and repllace them wirth Brolish. That systen,
brutally inposed on chilldenwith menral and hysical
punishent, hes now rearly reeded isgal. At fast it
produced agareration of paoplewho were bilirgal n
Native and Bglish, butwho vere trained t soesk
Bglish and not treir Native languece 1o treir chillden,
with tre ke uderstading tret cdhilden can eslly
and returally lesmanly ore lagece, and et tte
largege should be Bollish, Bolish aly, s tre Native
lag.ege ves niaa, an dsteclke o teir poyessad
asmilabian from an “infaria’’ alltue and Kity” ©
a‘“geriar’' ae.

By the 1930s nmany mrtsofAlda, paraits who
vere now bilirg.al bagen 10 rae tre fadtgareratios
uf dhilldren who aoulld nott 5ok tre languege of treir
gadarats. The rsitnow Bttatof e 20 Alada
Native lagegesalnetahy, fennttnued on page 3/
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anly mo- Siterian Yip“ikand Garal
Yip“ik- aredill being leamed ntre trak-
tiodvay, ofparants spesking todhilden,

One lagee, Bek, hes Htonly one
geder, and e Enher 0s. Two lageges,
Tsimshian and Hailda, have no gdkars n
Usskayounger then €. Eleven largeges
have no sedkers younger then 40; they ae
Alaut, Alutitg, Tlimit, and saenof tte 11
Athebasken largeges: Atra, Taraina,
Irplik, Hollikedhuk, Koyukon, Tanera, and
Han. Three Athabaskan largueges, Upper
Kuskokwim, Upper Tanana and Tanecross
Athabeskan, may sl be spoken by younger
aliits intreir 20s or 3. Younger allts ar
s eers nafew iolated comunities soeek
Aleut at Atka, Alutiiq at Bglish By, Inypiag
on the Upper Kobuk, Tanaina atLime
Villae, and Kutchin atActic Villegeand
\E&ecie.

With jsttwo langueges being pessedon in
tre traditiael vway, 90 percant of tre Native
lerg eges of Aleskaare no langer spoken by
childen. Without radical dage, tree lan-
g.egeswilll be edirct or have no retive speek—
as Htsore tire during tre fasthalfof tre
oatury reary upon s

Let us now broeden our arsideration
put Aledka inpergectine, tocarpare tre
Aledka sittation with tret of Native North
Arericaand tte rstoftrevorid.

Sarething over 300 Native lagegesvere
once spoken nwhat are now the linked
Statesand Caneda. OF those 300 or <o lan-
gEES, abouc 210 arc dill spoken o remem-—
bered. Gorsicering tredissstrashistay, €6
auprisig thet perbgps two-thirdsof dese lan-
geges arve. But farhow much laoger?

Thirty-feoftre 210 North Arerican
lag eges arc spaken eclusively nCareda,
leairgabouc 175 dill being spaken intte
Unirted States (ircluding tre 20 nAlda). |
have divided dese laguegss inb fanedess
fardgree ofvillity, or anount of time they
may endure as Ivirg, spoken largeges.

InClassA are lageges detacdill
sooken by many, nost, or dll of the chilloran.
These lageces aedill vidbke, and may go on
Taea. Aswe ddl s, honever, theyareby
no means unendangerad or "™ In thisvary
sl and ditedesae atlbest 20 of tre 175,
about 11 parent. (These iclucke tte two

Aleda langeges noted ane).

Class B asistsof laguegess no laoger
spoken by dhilldren, but by edlilts of dll s,
including tre immediate parantal greration.
This diss, lagrrden A hut oilll the secord
sallest, hes about 0 lag eces, orabout 17

peraant
The lagest BCless C, those langueges now

spoken anlly by middle-aged or older alliits,
tre gradarantal greratiocnand Wp. About
70 Native US. lapegssae ntisdes, or
40 parent. (This diss, as oted, incluckess
most Alada Native lag ees.)

Vl/ithjust two languages
beingpassed on in the
traditional way, 90 percent
o fthe Native languages
o fAlaska are no longer
spoken by children.

W ithout radical change,
these languages will be
extinct or have no native
speakers left some time
during thefirsthalfof
the century nearly

upon us.

¢

Then ttere BCless D. doee lagueges 00—
ken, or ratter remerbered, by asrall herdiul
— syore ahalf-dzn— ofttevaryold-
est irdmvidLels. To tisdesofvery rearly
edirct laguegss belag the remaincer, about
5% of dc 175, adesply alaming proportion of
US. lagegss, about 3 1peraant.

Thus, at tte rate thirgs are goirg, most of
trese largueges willl become exdiinct unless rad-
i dages aemade and paple take deter-
mined meesures o presene tteirown lan-
Qe Otherwise, by the year 2000 or soon
traafmr, oftte presat 175 US. lagecss,
55 willl be gre: by 225, 70 more willl be
gore; and by 2060, 30 more will have joired
desE— editNative Averican lagegss.

Will tre remaining 20 lagegss, ttoe
forturete lev nCassA, algbeon te roed
toedirctiaf?

Not e.en teClassA lagegsaesie
One would thirk Naajo- by fartre lagst
North Arerican Native gralp, with some
200,000 paple- would enjoy safety nnum-
has. But ggaratly rot In 199-70, 90 par-
antoftre dhilden nfastgak, a6, came
tosdol eble togEk, dominanc . or
nmorolingual nNavajo. Now, acocording to
infamal |gorts, iksguite te rma=: Eigty
00 parat of\Navajo chilldren coming ino
the dols atage 6 aredble togpeek Bolish
lbut ureble o sesk Naaio.

During tte pst 25 yaars, ten, amajor
Arerican tragdyhes taen plae— dlatly,
with no press coverace tret Tknow of. Navajo
hed more children speeking treir Native lan-
guace then treother 174 lageces put
toetter. HM\avajo Brotsale, then none of
tree unigely Averican laguegs B All
Native Arerican larg eges arc threatered —
or beyord tret.

How does Aleda campare? Despite is
reltie remoteress and Heantactwith
Burgpears, anly o of 20 lageges dillare
spoken by dhilldran, compared with 18 of 156
ntreother Sates. Aleda Batbest typical, or
perhgos abitworse dff, then tte isstoftte
Unirted States.

Let us now lokat ttewholle glde. There
aearraily sore 6,000 lag.eges @near
take 10 parnt, depending on tre distinctian
between lagegesand didlieds, which Boften
difficit odraw asistiatly). Given tet
markind™s pooulation Bggproeching 6 hil-
I, tte“aerage 2" lagegewould be spo-
kenbyabouta  [continued on poge 4/
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million pecplle. Buc tre 15 lagest larg eges
aocoount farmore then halftte world™s populla-
o, lkeavirgill, sy, 5,985 largeges spoken
by tre otter Heif. There acactally anly
about 250 largueges wich amilllion or more
gegkars, and tremedian lagege- tet g
te three-thosandth gt or srallest lan-
guege- hes onlly 5.000 1o 10.000 gedars.

Much more difficit to count Bthe number
of lageges dilll beirg learmed by childen.
Satidtics T tisae\ery hard tocome by.

The bestsirgle published source Bte
Summer Irstitute of Lirguistics (cliffe
Bible Traslators™) Ethrollogue, edirted by
Bartara Grimes, most icaody in 192,
Ethrologue Ies trevordd™s lageges ad
treirnurbers ofgeders. For about 60 per-
antoftte6,000 taloghves an asessetof
vichility in tems of need Tar Bible trarskatio
Grimer (hapersoal comunication) esti-
mates trata maximum of 20 peroant are ot
vicbleenough tovarrant Bible traslation.

But 1eliee 20 parcantt saminimum fig-
ure for tre lamgueges no lager being leamed
by young chilldren. From prinete estinates by
ligastswho have worked wicely nverias
partsoftrevorld, 1lestinate ttecasmany &
30 peraant of e world™s lageces eftterare
alreedy no laer trarsmintted 1o childen ar
by tte end ofthiscentury no lagerwill ke
Thus Iteliee itmost liely that between 20
percerttand 50 peroant of tre vordd™s 6,000
largueges willl become edairct during the
coming GtLry.

The anlyway toestimate tre number of lan-
gegss tataemerely “‘edagered” Bhy s
tigasice e at tre otterend of tte sale trec
we may term ‘ssle’”How may we cefirettese?

One dwviaus aiiterian Beer k2 Innum-
ber of gedas. Nagjo, n 1970 tre lagest
North Arerican languege wich pertgs
15,000 geders (0 tines theworld medi-
a), sasd lessn thec 175,000 Seedkars may
rot be enough. Bretn, the Geltic laguege d
Brittary in Frae, had amillion geders n
IMgmemory, but now praseblly hes fener
child geders then Nevgjo. Under cartaindir-
anstances even amillion geders Brota
e nunber .

Another inportant feotor sdfficel Sateuse
and gt which Breton did nochae. With
daes joort, even much sraller lag eces,

such ss Icelardiic (250,000 geders), ar
Greenlanlic Eskimo (45,000), seem quitessie.

With inoressirg kol autonomy and agrov-
ing number of indgpendent dates ntrevordd,
tte number of state-syorted larg eges may
soon inresee about tresame number—
20— ssaregpdken by amillion paoplear
nore. The ngjority of ttese dates, honever,
Sport nainly Bglish ). French @),
Seenish @), Arsbic @), Portugese @), ad
anly about 70 atters, most ofwhich (rrchudirg,
eg, ererging Estoniian or Sloenian) have
more denamilliongedersanyay.

Sill, itdoes ot seem uralistictog ess
on trese beses ttec 300 lagueges may ke
deemed ‘“sfé - trecchildrenwill il e
leamig them at the end of the comiing centu-
1y Let us be gererous and gotimistic, even,
and double the number 1060, or 10 paraaT.

Of trevorld’s 6,000 lagess, tten, 51O
10 percacae "l Another 20 parcat o
50 peromt are heeded farediincion during
tre rext cantury Ireofar ss they are not beiirg
leamad by dhilldan. This leaes between 40
percantand 75 paraat, 2,400 104,50, tet
aemerely "avhgered.’ The feofttee
lageges- trec B whether or noc theywill be
spoken by children ac tteend of the rext cen-
tuy- hags nte kelae.

We mighcvell asc What *talance?*

Consiider whatt hes happened alreedy intte
Unirted bracss (largueoe nortallity gpproaching
90 peraat of 175 doiigiral largeges) ad
Astralia (rortality beyond 90 peraantof
D). Nine auntries have more tren 200 lan-
geEs: Zaireand Bazl (210 eadh), Mexico
D), Astralia (), Cameroon (20), Idia
&), Nigeria (410) Indresia (60), andd ac
the top Papua New Cuinea (Wich 801). These
nine auntriies alae acoount farrearty 3.300
of tteworld6,000 lagueges. Another dozen

Juninies, irchudirg, for insae, BEthigoia,
Ched, and Burma, have more then 100 lan-
g.e0es eedh. Cosiider tte sdial aodirtias n
many of trese cuntries ss they “tevelqd” (N
tredirection of the Unirted Statesand
Astralie?). Whac Elidy o be tte feof
teir ligusticmirnorities?

Corsidering agpin te fect det ttemedi-
ansizd lagece hes 5,000 1o 10,000 spesk-
as, one can gragp theenomity of rre ksswe
e It Bavary relistic pssiillity tet 0
percant ofmenkind™s largeges will became
edirct or doomed o edainction during e
caming GitLry.

Languages are more than
justpractical systems o f
communication. Each is also
a creation o fbeauty, through
the collective and creative
spirit o fcountless generations
o four ancestors, with
spiritualand emotional
values unique to the identity

o feach society.

¢

Why arcwe sounavare ofor irdiflarat
tre faeeofaur plaret lrgastic dhasity?
Compare egecially our groving concem far
and williges toat, even osxifie, faraur
plarec’s biokagical dnasicy/—  farwhooping
aaesand sl dartarsand perhgps even got-
twods.

The datiticsof enimal gECiesaThger-
menc are interestiry to carpare with tre aes
Jstgiven Tar lag ees. There Ban “officel’”
It (Red Book) of“endangered'” or ““threat=
ened " gedes. Here Hus tHe the tho cate-
grissmost vislkeand “darisiatic ' to s,
mammals and birds. There areabout 4,400
geaesofmammals, ofwhich about 330, ar
75 pacat, ardficElly Il ss “endan-
oered” or “‘threatered.”” There are abouc 9,000
gecies ofbirds, ofwhich 240, or 2.7 e,
are 0 Is|el Because of pllitics, ecoanics,
and recesdtality, hovever, itbartain tet
tree figresare gess uthraounts. Many
aresenation biokgists estinate ttec the num-
ber of endangered gEdiesmay be asshichas 0
pareat. Ben tre loer conts forecbngered
geaies have casd us gresttallam, with good
ressm.

Yet tte st estirate far the futre of
lagege divarsity Byorse then thevorst far



biclgical divarsity. Should we not ke at ket
as concamed far lagueges? kot human i

aswe know itutterly dependent on laguece?

Ithink the ressmwe do ot are ebout tte
Issof lagege dhvasity sttetwe kelieeone
orafew lageges— theoneoraeswe
know— would do fardl merkind, even ttet
mankind woulld be betteroffwith only one
lagee. Itsagestion arsicered at kst
sine BtEl. This B@Etainlya tpical
Arerican Bolihrseder’s telief: tratwith
oe laguiege- presunebly Bglish— tare
would be grestermutual uderstanding and
therefare peace on earth. Thatt Ban under—
stadeble argurent, one with which lam
often dellatd.

The arfliis nSoraliaand  former
Yigslaviaare strag auntorevice; .ce to tret
hyottesis. Lirgastically. Soralia sone of
tre kstdivae cuntries of Afria, with 90
parant Sfispopulation spesking Soreli ar
lag eges vary dice 1o Sorali . Sarbien ad
Oroatian are the sane sirgle lagece: e dif-
farate does rot even correspod o tte
disleotal diffeecswithin he lagege, but B
sty religias and poliicaAl, eqressed ndif-
faatalgdeets (Roman farQoatiian, modi-
fied Grillicfar Sarbian) and nanflict tet
hes nothing todo wath larguece.

So much fartreargument tretore lan-
guege would brirgworld peeoce and under-
statdiry.

On treantrary. The kssofany ore lan-
guege diminides s dl. Bery lagece Bas
ninitely corpllex asa IMrg orgenisn, and
rte most manelous renifestation of tre
human mind. A kindred lirgastsworking a
hundred years aoulld not fully fathom the mys-
tayofasigle lagee, EHalae treworld of
human largeges.

Frigntenirgly He, we have barely begun ©©
settevorld ofour lageges ssan interce-
perdent systan. In thiswe a-e gill farbehind
our ererging uderstarding of tre biolagical
world assan inteydgpadant system. dstasdl
lie utterly depends on tre retural vorld ©
astain i suelyhuman lieas such depands
on ttre lrgasticvworld toastain i

At tre \ay ke, jstasour biokagical sur-
vial depends on an exosystam, aweb of ik,
canwe be acdl cartain tret our 6,000 lan-
gersaerota kestasesstial apartofan
inelledtial and sl system upon which aur
hurenity depends? How many lagueges ae
eqatble, and whidT?

lean scat ket o types of ressas why
we must \vallue and do aur lest to maintain
mankinds lirgasticdhasity.

g, Bt tde treastreticar iriteal
reesrs. Langueges aremore then justpracti-
al systars of comunication. Each Baloa
astin of beauty, through tre ollectiveand
aeatnesartofantdess greratias ofaur
astors, with soiriteal and erotional valles
unique 1o tre idntity ofeach soiety. The
\ery diversity of lag eges itsifarstitutes s
own beauty, ofwhich we aredtill Esanare or
mainly t&ke fargranted by corparison with
tre beauty of tte retural vorld.

"wewere fatd todoese anlya few
floas o lokaasell- sy. aly s
and s, nieas ttoeeare— would rot tre
world becore a Esstisfag plae © e,
cargerosly ksss3?Might not the same be
tnedout lagees? Can man Ineby breed
alae? Granted, tis Bonly an aestteticar
sairital argument, praebly treveskest ae,
yeteen thisalae auld be aucial for tte sur-
vidl oF humenity.

Seood, 1dite rie political, s, or ethical
argument ofhuman ndis. Languege, s not-
e, Balo the eqression ofour alture,
retdahood, and dbtaty. Many pegple do ot
lietoghe wp teir lagegeand tEeon
another rsteed. So. from an ethical oreven
sridly pragratic point of viev, who Bt
doosewhich lagege s tobe tteone
everybody hes to peek? Pagple surely ted 0
prefarteiromn. A pure pragratist, kellievirg
et might mekes rigt, may not have towor-
ry about Aleut prefaracess, which might rot
give much trable. But what of Estoniien, ar
Frenth, or cartainly Chinese? \elll, dlirndt,
Hsallov farsaaal lagegss. But how
many? Where do we draw tre lirebetween 2
and 6,000— and who getstodraw P

Do we st pemit srvinal of tre Atiest, a5
we seem robe coing tody? (ctally, ttee
ac ot reesaily the “fitlet” larguegess —
traeae o pmitnve or it lageces.
Aitiest here means tte most porerful and
apressive SoEies) Are we ot dolligated,
because ofour vary humenity and far tre sge
of humenity, to use irsteed our gillity tO
make reesaeble ad resorsible dCisias?

Third, toan argument of perheps il
geater aomity. Our lagegesaeaur
knosvledge and uderstardirg of tte Lnivare,
our nEellectal veslth, menkind™s accumullat-
ad eqgeriate, stoeof idssand rsgis. As

anyonewho hes learmad more tren ore lan-
g.ege suelyhes fourd ait. diffarat lan-
g.e0es ae rot sinply diffarent or medenical -
lyanertiblevwavs of saying the same dhirg.
Bery lagee spicles intet tegesssa
unigue knovledge and understanding of tre
wordd, an nfinitely corpllex system ofhuman
thought, with informatiion and conoepts
unigue 10 it Conogpts can be trasfared ar
borraned, as Bglish hes done more then any
otrer lag.ece. Some sinple exaples are tte
words arelette, kagaroo, kayek, and quinire.
But even Bglish hes barely begun 1o Incorpo-
rate tte knovledoe thet Bpresat nottrer
lerg egss o, sy, histary, tedrolagy, or med-
ad plaits.

Furtter, with tte ksssofany languece, with
isdiffaatgramar and way of interpreting
redity, we ke aur dality o thirk mdiffaet
waeys— even aur freedom 1o thirk indifferat

vays.

What aould beworse then ttet? The fourth
ad frd argument sttetwe sinply do ot
know the amsner 1o ttat gLestion, or tteaes
kefore i Inaur edemination of lagueges
we sinply do not: know whatt we are cbirg.

We do not know what furtter regatine effedts
ai human eastarewould resit fran tre Ios
ofdll langegss hut ae, areven dll bur 600
(Whidh, & Ipoint at, Bavary e thet).
Wirthout fully understanding the consequences
ofwhat we arccbirg, do we have tte rigt o
make such imaacble dCisias?

Might rot the lessm of Bebel be tratwe
were meant, faraur own good, © Ine in intel-
ket el and aitural divarsitywith our many
largueges? Or does our behavior show tretwe
have now firdlly reeded such a pirrecle of
wisdom and reesm ttetwe no lager ned
aur dasity?

Iwould add, fdly, ttet farnutual
uderstadingand peace on earth KBoOE
recessary or even aisireble toellimirete asin-
de lagee. Itspafedtlypssitle, infat
quite normal— though notsomuch arrady
in the tradiaon of Arerrican Bolish soes-
as- o kamnmore then ore lagee, 1o form
avorIdvide network ofpagplewho can
uderstand eech other and getalag, and &
e same tine tonmaintain teweb and weakth
ofhuman hetet Bour lageges. n

Mic lahL Krxuss is director of the Alaska Native
Language Center at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks.

DECEMBER 1905 .5



ALASKA

A-3

Alaska language among ®ndangered’

Tho Associotod Press 7 1V

NEW HAVEN, Conn.— Tucked away deep
in Alaska's interior, there are three house-
holds where Upper Kuskokwim is still
spoken. In Oregon, two people in their 70s
keep Klamath alive. And in
tralia, about 10 native speakers of Jingulu are
left.

Kuskokwim, Klamath and
among the world's most
guages, having fallen victim to social and eco-
nomic pressures that demand people learn
more common tongues like English. -

As the world becomes smaller, so does the
number of viable languages: Linguists predict
half of the approximately G.000 languages
spoken today will be extinct within the next
century.

At Yale University, a modest cfTort is being
made to counter the trend through a fund
lhnl allows researchers to travel to far-off re-
gions to study and help resurrect dying lan-
guages, often by compiling dictionaries and
other written records.

Set up four years ago by linguist Douglas
[I. Whalen, the Endangered Language Fund
is Lhis year financing its first projects. Ten
projects, including clTorts to preserve Kus-
kokwim, Klamath an 1 Jingulu, will each gel
$1000.

"A lot of communities have been forced in
various ways to start abandoning their lan-
guage. | think people often don't icali/.e that
there's cultural value in their language until
it's too late,"” said Whalen in a recent inter-

Jingulu are

northern Aus-

endangered lan-

view at his office at Haskins Laboratories, a
New Ilpven research institute that studies
speech processes and disorders.

A distinct language, he said, often defines
a unique community and binds it together
but can become threatened by
croaching languages and even, in some cases,
by governmental force, Whalen said. Endan-
gered languages exist QW all continents, in-
cluding North America.

“There's been direct government suppres-
sion of languages nil over the world. In the
United Slates, for example, the native Amer-
ican languages arc the ones that were here
first and for centuries there were deliberate
attempts to gel those languages to slop being
used," ho said.

Other victims of government suppression
include Kurdish, which is currently banned in
Turkey, nnd the language ofTazmnnia, which
died out when the native speakers were
killed.

More often, languages die because of the
prevalence of more common languages like
Chinese, English or Swahili. Modern tech-
nology nnd easy transportation have quite
shrunk the planet in linguistic terms.

Although experts say there are at lensL 100
languages llint are down to one native
speaker, numbers don't always tell the full
story.

For example, a language can
tively few speakers, but if it is spoken by n
community that remains fairly isolated and
the language is used as the nmih instrument

oilier en-

linve rela-

of communication by all generations, tho lan-
guage may continue to thrive.

Conversely, a language can have thousands
of speakers and still be considered endan-
gered if all or the speakers are more than fi0
years old nnd the younger generation doesn't
use it.

That is what has happened to the Toliono
0'odhnm Inngungc, which is an Indian tongue
spoken by roughly 12,000 people in parts of
Arizona and Mexico.

While the eldest generation speaks Toliono
0 'odhnm, many of their children refused to
teach it to the next generation, deferring in-
stend to English. That's because they them-
selves faced discrimination when they spoke
it as children in U.S. schools, said native
Ofelia Zepeda, a grant recipient.

"Across the country, you have a
generation of native speakers who were not
allowed to speak their languages or who were
punished for speaking them," said Zepeda, an
associate professor of linguistics at the Uni-
versity of Arizona.

"Now they arc parents nnd ninny have no

interest in teaching tho language. It took a
long time to convince parents that their
children wouldn't be punished for it," she
said.

Zepeda will use the grant money to help fi-
nance a three-year project to produce a com-
prehensive dictionary that could be used as a
teaching tool to iccover Toliono 0'odhnm,

"It will help the young children who nre
now learning the language. It's difficult be-
cause English is so pervasive,” Zepeda said.



Languages in Peril

Conlral Yuplk
Slboi lan Yuplk
Inuplag

Weslern Aloul
GuiclYIn (Kulchn)
Upper Kuskokwim
Tanaina
Tanacross

Uppor Tanana
Alulllq

Han

Koyukon

Incal Ik

Ahlna

Tiirgll

Tanana

Hol Ikachuk

llalda

TsImshlan

Eyak

1990 2000 2015 2030 2055

Nol allowing for mifaclos, Eyak will probably nol suivivg Ihis conlury; Alaska Tslmrhlan, Alaska I1alda, Hollkachuk
and Tanana will probably be exlincl by 2010; and Tilngll, AhIna. Ingallk. Koyukon and Han will probably bo oxlIncl
by 2030.  FurlhGrmoro. ‘Alulllg, Uppor Tanana, Tanacross, Tanaina and Upper Kuskokwim havo an oxlromoly
doublful fuluro.. . nol allowing for miraclos or olhor radical changos. Ihey will proably bo oxlincl wilhin a [ifollma,
byabout 2055. Bylhal year, Ihon, grobabIX only Ilvo of Iho lwonly Alaska languagos will sllll bo spokon... Western
Aloul... Kuichlri... Inuplaq ... Control Alaska Yuplk arid Slborlan Yuplk

Dr. Mlchnol Kruuss

Alcisker Neillwo Leingucigos: Pasl, Prosonl and Fuluro
Alaska Mcillwo Languago Conlor Rosoarch Papors - 1900
Unhvorslly of Alaska Fairbanks






N ative speakers

By FERN GREEN NK
Special to in# Oaily

"I don't kréow what you mean," the students
said over and over.

It seemed I|ke mantra and tjn_excuse t
avoid workin ou're avmhng; teacher,
you never kn ww at eenagers will Iry.

After a few weeks in the Village of
Nunapltchuk | started to wonder, *Maybe

e(y real %dont know what t mean." So. |

"What do you mean, you don't know what |

What adumb question, their faces an-
swered.
‘We justdon't know what your words
mean." one student would say.

"Just keep talking,” another would add.

"We'll got it

w ould be lost without their

O pinion

Eventualll I'm the one who got it.

Students discussed questions end issues in
Yup'lk and answered me in English. | knew
how It felt to be the minority.

FIRSTTHINGS FIRST: YUPIK
The majorit o hll%h school st udents in the
SouthwestAa avil Nunapitchuk are
con3|dered Yup |k sp eakers IonIY( heard them

spea hen they were talking to

En“gﬂls OtYS ea erst ) t
visit to Nunapitchuk was my firs
hencye WSIth Natjve speakers. All ot/hersc F
media projects had taken me to villages where

Please see Page F-5. LANGUAGE

language
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AW nne to Bethel i |n 25 mmutes There are sev-

eral villa eswn in eye shot, giv |n%
Nuna itchuk a e55| oated eel The village

|tsel |s sg a out more th n most; it's hard

round to build on. Every year,
ound ahons(hgve toqhe aleJusted to Kee% ¥Jp
with the heaves.

The students also were unhke any 8roup
of stu ents I'd wor ed with %ore
some had froub eexpressmgt emsel ves in
writing. Their English skills ap &ea below
avera e. The stru gled with's such os
ma ing one calls orsettlng up |nterV|ews
oIIowm throu%h with tasks orth|nk|ng of
themselves, A few hod attitudes. But.
know who they are. T elrsense ofseI an
identity Is renfarkable an refresh mg eg
understand there are prob emsaé ting t
ife qutside the V|IIa(r1e and th ata ak mg
English |sanece53|yto succeed out thére.
They will talk openly and honestly about
race intolerance and stereotypes.

HEARING IS BELIEVING

lknew the student's experience was more
revealing and more accurate tnan any piece
of docunientation we could dlsg up Ft 1had
to explaln that Westerners historically do not
accept heart, spirit or |nst|nctas ewdence
You cantturn |n a ép%rwn the onyargu
ment. "1 know It's true because | feelit."

“Why not?" they asked.

Sometimes heing a teacher sucks,

From experience. | knew the students'
"distinctive” voices would not be published.
| also kntiw there was a chance their "West-
ern” voices would sound dry and monotone.
Its iusr the harsh reality and one | don't like

alin wnh Village EngElsh is Interp reted

mos readers asgoor lish and| |tera

X al(g/ handed " Iean up' of village Eng-
s the essays take on my voice.

Wh|Ie the original essays had more heart,
my job Is to teach journalistic writing skills
hased on facts.

The trick is to blend the heartfelt experi-
ences ofaculture with the Western stan-
dards of ubhshlng Three weeks just wasn't

on\%eno ﬁ
hen the students adhered to the tenets
of editorial wnnng the (?stsomeo th e|r
v0|ce "The final’éssays ontsmg ke the
original gut-felt essays. But. 1know they
have “distinctive” voices, both Yup'ik and
ng lish, because they let' me get to know

The stl]ldents solution to the entlre issue
was simple; relocate the state capital to
Nunapltchuk ) Ieg|slators woul qet to
know them and hear thejr ||ngua VoIGes.
As the likelihood of this happering is slim,
here are their Westernised voices. It helps to
read between the lines.
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