


F IS C A L  N O T E
STATE OF ALASKA
2000 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO. CSHB85 (FIN) AM

Revision Date/Tima (Note if co rrectio n )______________
Title Teachers' Licenses. Discipline & Ethics

Dept. Affected
' b r u

Education & Early Dev.
Commissions and Boards

Sponsor
Requester

Rules Committee at Request of Governor 
Senate HESS

Component Professional Teaching Practices
Commission___________________

Component No. 190

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TO TAL O PERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | |
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | !
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1033 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Menta! Health
Other (Specify Type)

TO TAL 0.0 0.0 0.U 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)

Any fees collected from imposed fines will be deposited into the General Fund.

Prepared by: Sanna Green, Executive Director j  f o * Phone 269-6579
Division Professional Teaching Practices Commission 7 \  Date/Time
Approved by Commissioner 
Agency ____________

Richard S. Cross Date
Education & Early Development r - /

P R E P A R E R  T O  P R O V I D E  A L L  D IS TR IB U TIO N  C O P I E S  T O  G O V E R N O R 'S  L EG ISL A T IV E  O F F I C E
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Leaislativo Office

(Rev 10/99) 2000fnfo/m.jds/OWB P a g e ______Of __



S E N A T E  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T IO N  A N D  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M IT T E E

W o r k  S e s s i o n  

F e b r u a r y  2 ,  2 0 0 0  

1 : 3 5  p . m .

M E M B E R S  P R E S E N T

S e n a t o r  G a r y  W i l k e n  

S e n a t o r  K i m  E l t o n

M E M B E R S  A B S E N T

S e n a t o r  M i k e  M i l l e r ,  C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t o r  P e t e  K e l l y ,  V i c e - C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e

C O M M IT T E E  C A L E N D A R

S E N A T E  B I L L  N O . 2 0 4  

" A n  A c t  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  

A g i n g ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

- H E A R D  AND H E L D

C S F O R  H O U SE B I L L  N O . 8 5 ( F I N )  am

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  l i c e n s u r e  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  r e l a t e d  

p e n a l t i e s ;  r e l a t i n g  t o  g r o u n d s  f o r  d i s m i s s a l  o f  a  t e a c h e r ;  r e l a t i n g  

t o  t h e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  T e a c h i n g  P r a c t i c e s  C o m m i s s i o n ;  r e l a t i n g  t o  

l i m i t e d  i m m u n i t y  f o r  p r o c e d u r e s  u n d e r  t h e  E d u c a t o r  E t h i c s  A c t ;  

m a k i n g  c o n f o r m i n g  a m e n d m e n t s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "  

- H E A R D  AN D  H E L D

P r e s e n t a t i o n  b y  t h e  S t a t e  I n d e p e n d e n t  L i v i n g  C o u n c i l  ( S I L C )

P R E V I O U S  S E N A T E  C O M M IT T E E  A C T I O N

SB 2 0 4  -  N o  p r e v i o u s  c o m m i t t e e  a c t i o n .

HB 8 5  -  N o  p r e v i o u s  c o m m i t t e e  a c t i o n .

W I T N E S S  R E G I S T E R

M a r g a r e t  E v a n s  

1 6 1 5  B i r c h w o o d  S t .

A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 0 8

P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  D i s c u s s e d  S I L C ' s  P S A  p r o g r a m

L i n d a  B j o r g e

d r a f t
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P . O .  B o x  7 5 6  

W r a n g e l l ,  A K  9 9 9 2 5

P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  C o m m e n t e d  o n  A s s i s t e d  L i v i n g  H om e R a t e s

J e r i e  B e s t  

P . O .  B o x  4 2 6  

S o l d o t n a ,  A K  9 9 6 6 9

P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  D i s c u s s e d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  N e e d s  o f  t h e  D i s a b l e d4
P a t r i c k  R e i n h a r t

D i r e c t o r ,  S t a t e  I n d e p e n d e n t  L i v i n g  C o u n c i l  

1 0 1 6  W . 6 t h  A v e .  # 2 0 5  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1

P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  P r e s e n t e d  J o h n  W o o d w a r d ,  S I L C  C h a i r m a n

D a v i d  J a c o b s o n

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  I n d e p e n d e n t  L i v i n g  C o u n c i l  

4 2 1 4  M a t h i s o n  C o u r t  

F a i r b a n k s ,  AK

P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  D i s c u s s e d  H o u s i n g  N e e d s  o f  t h e  D i s a b l e d

R u t h  L ' H o m m e d i e u  

3 2 8 2  A d a m s  D r i v e  

F a i r b a n k s , A K

P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  D i s c u s s e d  E m p l o y m e n t  N e e d s  o f  t h e  D i s a b l e d

S a n n a  G r e e n ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

P r o f e s s i o n a l  T e a c h e r s  P r a c t i c e s  C o m m i s s i o n  

3 4 4  3 r d  S t .  # 1 2 7  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 8

P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  P r e s e n t e d  H 3 8 5

J a n e  D e m m e r t

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n

PO B o x  1 1 0 2 0 9

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1 - 0 2 0 9

P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  P r e s e n t e d  SB 2 0 4

B e t h  L a p e ,  S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n

8 0 1  W 1 0 t h  S t .  S t e  2 0 0

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 8 9 4

P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t s  SB 2 0 4

A C T I O N  N A R R A T I V E

T A P E  0 0 - 0 3 ,  S I D E  A
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S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  c a l l e d  t h e  t h e  w o r k  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  

E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  (H E S S )  C o m m i t t e e  t o  o r d e r  a t  1 : 3 5  

p . m .  S e n a t o r  W i l k e n  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  C h a i r m a n  M i l l e r  w a s  i l l ,  

S e n a t o r  P e a r c e  w a s  o n  b u s i n e s s  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  a n d  S e n a t o r  

P e t e  K e l l y  w a s  o n  b u s i n e s s  i n  M c G r a t h .  T h e  f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  

t o  c o m e  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  b y  t h e  S t a t e  

I n d e p e n d e n t  L i v i n g  C o u n c i l .

M R . P A T R I C K  R E I N H A R T ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  I n d e p e n d e n t  L i v i n g  

C o u n c i l  ( S I L C ) , n o t e d  t h a t  J o h n  W o o d w a r d  w o u l d  b e g i n  t h e  

p r e s e n t a t i o n .  M R . R E IN H A R T  i n f o r m e d  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  t h a t  c o p i e s  

o f  t h e  S I L C  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .

N u m b e r  2 4 8

M R . J O H N  WOODWARD, C h a i r m a n  o f  S I L C ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  S I L C  i s  a  

g o v e r n o r - a p p o i n t e d  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  M r .  W o o d w a r d  

s a i d  t h e  S t a t e  i s  h e a d i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  

i n d e p e n d e n t  l i v i n g  s e r v i c e s  f o r  A l a s k a n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w h i c h  i s  

a p p a r e n t  i n  S I L C ' s  a n n u a l  r e p o r t .  T h e  a m o u n t  i n v e s t e d  i n  

i n d e p e n d e n t  l i v i n g  s e r v i c e s  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  l a s t  y e a r  w a s  t h e  

l a r g e s t  e v e r  a n d  t h a t  i n v e s t m e n t  h a s  p a i d  b i g  d i v i d e n d s .  S I L C ' s  

f i v e  c e n t e r s  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n t  l i v i n g  h e l p e d  j 8 A l a s k a n s  l e a v e  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c a r e  a n d  b e g i n  a  l i f e  i n  a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  t h e i r  c h o i c e .  

S I L C  h e l p e d  a n o t h e r  1 6 5  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e c e i v e  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  p r e v e n t e d  

t h e m  f r o m  h a v i n g  t o  e n t e r  a  n u r s i n g  h o m e  o r  h o s p i t a l .  M o s t  o f  

t h e s e  c l i e n t s  a r e  o n  M e d i c a i d  t h e r e f o r e  S I L C ' s  s e r v i c e s  s a v e d  t h e  

S t a t e  m o r e  t h a n  $ 1 3  m i l l i o n .

N u m b e r  4 2 8

N u m b e r  0 0 1

S E N A T E  H E S -  3  - 2 / 2 / 0 0



M S . R U T H  L 1H O M M E D IE U , l i a i s o n  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  f o r  S I L C ,  s a i d  

e m p l o y m e n t  i s s u e s  a m o n g  d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  i s  h e r  m a i n  f o c u s . 

P r e s i d e n t  C l i n t o n  r e c e n t l y  s i g n e d  i n t o  l a w  t h e  " T i c k e t  t o  W o r k  a n d  

W o r k  I n c e n t i v e  I m p r o v e m e n t  A c t  o f  1 9 9 9 , "  a  l a w  t h a t  w i l l  g o  a  l o n g  

w a y  t o  r e m o v e  o u t d a t e d  M e d i c a i d  a n d  M e d i c a r e  c o v e r a g e  r u l e s  t h a t  

c r e a t e d  b a r r i e r s  f o r  p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w h o  w a n t  t o  w o r k .  

T h e  A c t  a l l o w s  i n d i v i d u a l s  o n  M e d i c a i d  t o  b u y  i n t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  w h e n  

t h e y  a r e  e m p l o y e d  s o  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  l o s e  t h e i r  M e d i c a i d  h e a l t h  

c o v e r a g e .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  S I L C  a n t i c i p a t e s  m o r e  M e d i c a i d  d o l l a r s  

c o m i n g  i n t o  A l a s k a  w h i c h  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e x p a n d  i t s  

M e d i c a i d  p r o g r a m .  A l a s k a  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s t a t e s  t o  p a s s  

l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  f o r  t h e  M e d i c a i d  b u y - i n ;  i t  h a s  b e e n  

a c k n o w l e d g e d  a s  a  f o r e r u n n e r  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 0  

p e r c e n t  o f  d i s a b l e d  A l a s k a n s  a r e  u n e m p l o y e d .  P e o p l e  w i t h  

d i s a b i l i t i e s  w a n t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f i n d  a  j o b  a n d  l i v e  

i n d e p e n d e n t l y  i n  t h e i r  o w n  c o m m u n i t i e s .  M s .  L ' H o m m e d i e u  p e r s o n a l l y  

t h a n k e d  S e n a t o r  E l t o n  f o r  i n t e r v e n i n g  o n  b e h a l f  o f  a  J u n e a u  c l i e n t  

w i t h  a  k i d n e y  d i a l y s i s  n e e d .

M R . D A V I D  J A C O B S O N , E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  A c c e s s  A l a s k a ,  r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  S I L C ' s  m i s s i o n  i s  t o  h e l p  p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  l i v e  a n d  

w o r k  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  t h e i r  c h o i c e  -  o n e  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  m a k e s  

t h a t  g o a l  p o s s i b l e  i s  m a k i n g  h o m e s  a c c e s s i b l e .  P e o p l e  w i t h  

d i s a b i l i t i e s  t y p i c a l l y  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  m a k e  n e c e s s a r y  m o d i f i c a t i o n s .  A c c e s s  A l a s k a  h e l p s  t o  

m a k e  t h o s e  h o m e s  a c c e s s i b l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e .  L a s t  y e a r  o v e r  

3 4 0  h o m e s  w e r e  m a d e  a c c e s s i b l e  f o r  p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  t o  

e n a b l e  p e o p l e  t o  l i v e  s a f e l y ,  c o m f o r t a b l y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .  M r .  

J a c o b s o n  a s k e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  t y p e s  o f  

s e r v i c e s .  T h e  A l a s k a  H o u s i n g  F i n a n c e  C o r p o r a t i o n  (A H F C )  h a s  

r e q u e s t e d  $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  n e e d s  p r o g r a m  t o  h e l p  m a k e  h o m e s  

a c c e s s i b l e  f o r  p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  S I L C  a c t i v e l y  s e e k s

S E N A T E  H E S -  4  - 2 / 2 / 0 0



m u l t i p l e  f u n d i n g  r e s o u r c e s ;  i t  w o r k s  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  many- 

d i f f e r e n t  p r o g r a m s  t o  h e l p  f i n d  f u n d i n g  a n d  e q u i p m e n t .

S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  a s k e d  i f  A c c e s s  A l a s k a  g e t s  S t a t e  m o n e y  t h r o u g h  A H F C  

a n d  f e d e r a l  m o n e y  a s  a  m a t c h  o r  a  g r a n t .

M R .  J A C O B S O N  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  d o l l a r s  g o  d i r e c t l y  t o  a  b r o a d  

a r r a y  o f  s e r v i c e s  t a r g e t e d  a t  i n d e p e n d e n t  l i v i n g  s e r v i c e s .  A H F C  

f u n d s  a r e  u s e d  f o r  s p e c i a l i z e d  h o u s i n g  n e e d s .

S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  a s k e d  i f  t h e  $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  i s  a n  o n g o i n g  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .

M R . JA C O B S O N  s a i d  t h e  a m o u n t  w a s  l a r g e r  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  H e  

a d d e d ,  " T h e y  d i d  g e t  a  m a t c h  w i t h  t h e  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t ,  s o  i t  i s  

t h a t  m a t c h  t h a t  t h e  $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  A H F C  p l u s  a b o u t  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  t h e  

T r u s t ,  s o  t h e y  a r e  c o m b i n e d . "

S E N A T O R  E L T O N  a s k e d  i f  A H F C  m o n e y  c a n  b e  u s e d  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  

a l r e a d y  o w n  h o m e s  n o t  f i n a n c e d  b y  A H F C .

M R . J A C O B S O N  s a i d  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  i t  i s  f o r  a n y o n e  w h o  h a s  t h e  

n e e d  f o r  h o m e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s .

N u m b e r  9 9 5

M S .  L I N D A  B J O R G E , a  b o a r d  m e m b e r  o f  S I L C  f r o m  W r a n g e l l ,  i n f o r m e d  

c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  s h e  i s  a  l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e .  S h e  c u r r e n t l y  

r u n s  a n  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  h o m e  i n  W r a n g e l l .  W h e n  s h e  o p e n e d  h e r  

a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  h o m e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n o t  a  l o t  o f  p r o g r a m s  o r  f u n d s  

a v a i l a b l e ,  n o w  A H F C  o f f e r s  l o a n s  f o r  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  h o m e s .  S h e  

a s k e d  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  t o  s u p p o r t  S e n a t o r  M i l l e r ' s  b i l l  t h a t  

i n c r e a s e s  t h e  r a t e  p a i d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  c l i e n t s  a t  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g
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h o m e s  f r o m  $ 3 7 . 5 0  t o  $ 7 5  p e r  d a y .  D i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  a r e  b e t t e r  o f f  

s t a y i n g  w i t h i n  t h e i r  o w n  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t o  b e  n e a r  f a m i l y  a n d  

f r i e n d s ,  b u t  a t  $ 3 7 . 5 0  p e r  d a y ,  m o s t  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  

t o  s t a y  h o m e  t o  c a r e  f o r  a  r e l a t i v e  w i t h  a  d i s a b i l i t y .

S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  s a i d  o n e  t h i n g  t h a t  b e c a m e  e v i d e n t  f r o m -  t e s t i m o n y  

h e a r d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L o n g  T e r m  C a r e  T a s k  F o r c e  w a s  t h a t  p e o p l e  

n e e d  t o  r e m a i n  i n  s o m e  s o r t  o f  h o m e  b a s e  w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e ,  w h i c h  

i s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  S e n a t o r  M i l l e r ' s  b i l l .

S E N A T O R  E L T O N  c o m m e n d e d  S e n a t o r s  W i l k e n  a n d  M i l l e r  f o r  b e i n g  

i n s t r u m e n t a l  o n  a d d r e s s i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  d i s c u s s e d  t o d a y .

M S .  B J O R G E  s t a t e d  t h a t  i d e a l l y ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  p e o p l e  t o  s t a y  i n  

t h e i r  h o m e s  s h o u l d  n o t  c h a n g e  b e c a u s e  o f  a  d i s a b i l i t y .

N u m b e r  1 2 2 4

M S .  M A R G A R E T  E V A N S , a  r e s i d e n t  o f  F a i r b a n k s ,  i n f o r m e d  c o m m i t t e e  

m e m b e r s  t h a t  s h e  u s e s  p e r s o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  s e r v i c e s  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s  

a n d  t h a t ,  w i t h o u t  t h a t  s e r v i c e ,  s h e  w o u l d  b e  u n a b l e  t o  c o m p l e t e  

d a i l y  t a s k s ,  w o r k ,  a n d  a t t e n d  s c h o o l .  S I L C  i s  c r e a t i n g  a  n e w  s e l f  

d i r e c t e d  c a r e  m o d e l  f o r  t h e  P e r s o n a l  C a r e  A t t e n d a n t s  P r o g r a m .  T h e  

n e w  m o d e l  w i l l  e n a b l e  t h e  c l i e n t s  w h o  u s e  p e r s o n a l  c a r e  a t t e n d a n t s  

t o  d i r e c t  t h e i r  o w n  c a r e  b y  h i r i n g  a n d  f i r i n g  t h e i r  o w n  p e r s o n a l  

c a r e  a t t e n d a n t s .  S I L C  i s  a l s o  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  m o r e  p e r s o n a l  c a r e  

a t t e n d a n t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  a n d  t o  g e t  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  

l o n g e v i t y  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .  T h e  p r o g r a m  i s  f u n d e d  b y  M e d i c a i d .  S h e  

a s k e d  f o r  l e g i s l a t o r s '  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  M e d i c a i d  p r o g r a m .

A  w e b s i t e ,  n a m e d  P C A . i n f o i n s i g h t s . c o m ,  c o n t a i n s  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a b o u t  t h a t  p r o g r a m .
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S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  a s k e d  i f  t h e  s e l f - d i r e c t e d  PCA p r o g r a m  i s  f u n d e d  

w i t h  a  f e d e r a l  g r a n t  f r o m  S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  t h a t  p r o g r a m  

w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  i n  a  f e w  y e a r s .

M S .  E V A N S  s a i d  S I r 0 h o p e s  t o  g e t  t h e  p r o g r a m  u p  a n d  r u n n i n g  l a t e r  

t h i s  y e a r .

SE N A TO R  W I L K E N  n o t e d  t h e  c a r e e r  l a d d e r  f o r  P C A s i s  l i m i t e d  a t  t h i s  

t i m e .  H e h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  t o  p r o v i d e  

P C A s w i t h  a  s t e p p e d  RN p r o g r a m  t h a t  w i l l  t a k e  t w o  o r  f o u r  y e a r s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  A l a s k a  V o c a t i o n a l  T e c h n i c a l  C e n t e r  (A V T E C )  i s  v e r y  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o f f e r i n g  a  t w o  y e a r  p r o g r a m  f o r  P C A ' s .

N u m b e r  1 4 1 8

M S . J E R I E  B E S T  i n t r o d u c e d  S I L C ' s  n e w  b o a r d  m e m b e r ,  P e t e r  M c D o w e l l .

M S .  B E S T  i n f o r m e d  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  s h e  f o c u s e s  o n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

i s s u e s  f o r  S I L C .  F u n d i n g  f o r  c a p i t a l  e x p e n s e s ,  s u c h  a s  b u y i n g  v a n s  

a n d  e q u i p m e n t ,  i s  s u r p r i s i n g l y  e a s y  t o  f i n d .  S I L C  h a s  r e c e i v e d  

m o n e y  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  A u t h o r i t y  

( A M H T A ) , s o  p u r c h a s i n g  e q u i p m e n t  t o  t r a n s p o r t  p e o p l e  i s  f a i r l y  

e a s y .  F i n d i n g  f u n d i n g  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  i s  n o t  e a s y .  E x i s t i n g  

t r a n s i t  s y s t e m s  c a n n o t  b u y  f u e l ,  p a y  d r i v e r s  o r  b u y  t i r e s .  

K o d i a k ' s  t r a n s i t  s y s t e m  r e c e n t l y  s h u t  d o w n ,  a n d  M a t - S u ' s  i s  

c u r r e n t l y  i n  a  h o l d i n g  p a t t e r n .  N ew  t r a n s i t  s y s t e m s  n e e d  t i m e  t o
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e s t a b l i s h  a  l a r g e  e n o u g h  c l i e n t e l e  t o  o p e r a t e  o n  t h e i r  o w n .  L a c k  

o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  a  b i g  i s s u e  f o r  p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w h o  

a r e  t r y i n g  t o  l i v e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .  S I L C  c o o r d i n a t e s  a n d  p a i r s  i t s  

t r a n s i t  s y s t e m s  w i t h  t h o s e  u s e d  b y  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s .

M S . B E S T  a s k e d  t h a t  h i g h w a y  f u n d s  b e  e a r m a r k e d  f o r  t r a n s i t  s y s t e m s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  s m a l l e r ,  r u r a l  a r e a s .  F a i r b a n k s ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  a n d  

J u n e a u  c a n  g e t  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  s i z e s .  S h e  a l s o  

s u g g e s t e d  u s i n g  o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  f u e l  t a x  f o r  S I L C ' s  

t r a n s i t  s y s t e m .  T h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b u y  b u l k  f u e l  a n d  o t h e r  i t e m s ,  

s u c h  a s  t i r e s  o r  i n s u r a n c e ,  b y  c o o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  s t a t e  o r  m u n i c i p a l  

a g e n c i e s ,  w o u l d  r e d u c e  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s .

T h e  N a t i v e  v i l l a g e s '  p r i o r i t i e s  n e e d  t o  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  a n d  t h e y  n e e d  

h e l p  m a k i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  c h o i c e s  w h e n  p u r c h a s i n g  c o m m u n i t y  v e h i c l e s .  

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a  v i l l a g e  m a y  c h o o s e  t o  b u y  a n  a m b u l a n c e  a s  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  v e h i c l e  b u t  a m b u l a n c e s  o n l y  c a r r y  a  d r i v e r ,  p a s s e n g e r ,  

a n d  p a t i e n t ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  t o o  h i g h  o f f  o f  t h e  g r o u n d  f o r  e l d e r l y  

p e o p l e  t o  g e t  i n t o .

M S .  B E S T  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  S I L C  g e t s  " 5 3 1 1 "  f e d e r a l  m o n e y  f o r  a r e a s  

w i t h  l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  f o r  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  c l o s e  t o  e a c h  

o t h e r .  T h a t  p r o g r a m  w o r k s  f o r  c o m m u n i t i e s  l i k e  K e n a i  a n d  S o l d o t n a ,  

b u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  w o r k  f o r  t h e  M a t - S u  V a l l e y  b e c a u s e  t r a n s i t  b e t w e e n  

W a s i l l a  a n d  P a l m e r  i s  t o o  f a r  a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o s t s  a r e  t o o  h i g h .

S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  a s k e d  i f ,  w h e n  f e d e r a l  m o n e y  i s  g r a n t e d ,  a  s l i c e  

a u t o m a t i c a l l y  g o e s  t o w a r d  d i s a b l e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

M S .  B E S T  r e p l i e d  t h a t  f e d e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  m a n d a t e  t h a t  a n y  c i t y  

t h a t  g e t s  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  f o r  a  t r a n s i t  s y s t e m  m u s t  m a k e  t h a t  s y s t e m  

a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  d i s a b l e d .
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S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  a s k e d  h o w  a  s y s t e m  i s  j u d g e d  t o  b e  a c c e s s i b l e .

M S .  B E S T  r e p l i e d  t h e  s y s t e m  m u s t  b e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  w h e e l c h a i r  u s e r s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s p e c i f i c  f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  

s e r v i c e  b e  p r o v i d e d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r  i n  

c e r t a i n  i n s t a n c e s .  T h e  s e r v i c e  m u s t  b e  e q u a l  a n d  t h e  f a r e  f o r  

d i s a b l e d  r i d e r s  c a n n o t  b e  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  r e g u l a r  f a x ' e .  A n y o n e  w h o  

h a s  a n  I . D .  c a r d  f o r  t h e  d i s a b l e d  t r a n s i t  s y s t e m  c a n  r i d e  a n y w h e r e  

w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  t h a t  b e n e f i t  i s  v e r y  p o p u l a r .

S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  t h a n k e d  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  n e x t  

o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  t o  c o m e  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  SB 2 0 4 .

# S B  2 0 4

S B  2 0 4 - E X T E N D  A L A S K A  C O M M I S S I O N  ON A G IN G

M S .  J A N E  D E M M E R T , E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  

C o m m i s s i o n  (O A C ) , s a i d  t h e  OAC i s  v e r y  i n v o l v e d  i n  b r i n g i n g  

t o g e t h e r  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  m a n y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  s e n i o r s  

a c r o s s  t h e  S t a t e .  T h e  S t a t e  d e m o g r a p h e r  r e c e n t l y  p r o j e c t e d  a 

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  8 0 , 0 0 0  e l d e r l y  p e o p l e  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  1 5 - 1 8  y e a r s  i n  

A l a s k a .

O v e r  1 8 0  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  f u n d i n g  g i v e n  t o  

l o c a l  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  b y  OAC t h a t  p r o v i d e  d i r e c t  s e r v i c e s  

t o  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s .  OAC p r o g r a m s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  p e o p l e  a g e  60 

a n d  o v e r ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  S e n i o r  E m p l o y m e n t  P r o g r a m  w h i c h  

i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p e o p l e  a g e d  55  a n d  o l d e r .  OAC a d m i n i s t e r s  f o u r  

g r a n t  p r o g r a m s .

OAC w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  p r o v i d e  c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t  

i n  w h a t e v e r  a r e a  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  T h e  o n l y  i n c r e a s e  i n  f u n d i n g  t h a t
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OAC h a s  r e c e i v e d  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s  i s  t h r o u g h  t h e  A l a s k a  

M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  A u t h o r i t y  ( A M H T A ) . S t a t e  a g e n c i e s  h a v e  

c o o r d i n a t e d  s e r v i c e s  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  b o t h  s e n i o r s  a n d  p e o p l e  

o f  a l l  a g e s  w h o  a r e  d i s a b l e d ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b e i n g  a  p r i m e  e x a m p l e .

OAC w o r k s  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  A M H TA a n d  A H F C  t o  m e e t  t h e  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  h o u s i n g  n e e d s  o f  s e n i o r s  a n d  d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e .  

A n y t h i n g  l e g i s l a t o r s  c a n  d o  t o  h e l p  A H F C  m a i n t a i n  i t s  c a p a c i t y  t o  

m e e t  s e n i o r s '  n e e d s  i n  a  c o n s i s t e n t  m a n n e r  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  

p r e v e n t  a  c r i s i s  15  y e a r s  f r o m  n o w .

M S .  D EM M E R T c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  t h e  L o n g  T e r m  C a r e  T a s k  F o r c e  h a s  b e e n  

v e r y  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d  m u c h  n e e d e d  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a n d  i t  

h a s  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a g e n c i e s  t o  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  a n d  

s e e  h o w  m a n y  i s s u e s  a r e  i n t e g r a t e d .  S h e  t h a n k e d  t a s k  f o r c e  m e m b e r s  

f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  a n d  n o t e d  t h a t  p e o p l e  w e r e  m o s t  a p p r e c i a t i v e  a t  

t h e  C o m m on  G r o u n d  C o n f e r e n c e .

M S . D E M M E R T  s a i d  s h e  p r o v i d e d  a n  u p d a t e  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  o n  t h e  

w o r k  t h e  OAC h a s  d o n e  s i n c e  l a s t  s e s s i o n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  

c a r e  o m b u d s m a n  p o s i t i o n .  T h e  OAC h a s  r e s t r u c t u r e d  i t s  b y - l a w s  a n d  

i t s  c o m m i t t e e s  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  s t e p s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  

o m b u d s m a n  f u n c t i o n  t o  b e  r o b u s t l y  s u p p o r t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  O A C . T h e  

OAC i s  a b o u t  t o  b e g i n  r e c r u i t m e n t  f o r  a  n e w  l o n g  t e r m  c a r e  

o m b u d s m a n .  M s .  D e m m e r t  t h a n k e d  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  a l l  t h e  s u p p o r t  

i t  h a s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  O A C .

N u m b e r  2 3 1 6

S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  n o t e d  t h a t  o n e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  

B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  ( L B A )  r e p o r t  i s  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  l o n g  t e r m  c a r e  

o m b u d s m a n  p o s i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  He a s k e d
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i f  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  d o n e .

M S .  D E M M E R T  s a i d  t h a t  a s  t h e  OAC w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  i t  

d r e w  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  f o u r  e n t i t i e s  t h a t  f i t  t h e  c r i t e r i a :  t h e  A l a s k a  

L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  t h e  D i s a b i l i t y  L a w  C e n t e r ,  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  

o m b u d s m a n ' s  o f f i c e  a n d  t h e  A M T H A . T h e  OAC c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  l o n g  

t e r m  c a r e  o m b u d s m a n  p o s i t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  r e t a i n e d  w i t h i n  a  S t a t e  

a g e n c y .  T h e  OAC f e l t  t h a t  h a v i n g  t h e  o m b u d s m a n  f u n c t i o n  i n  a  l e g a l  

s e t t i n g  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a s  c o n d u c i v e  t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  n e e d s  t o  b e  

m a d e ,  a n d  t h a t  p l a c i n g  i t  w i t h i n  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  h a v e  m o r e  i m p a c t  

t h a n  p l a c i n g  i t  i n  a  n o n - p r o f i t  s e t t i n g .

T h e  OAC h a d  e x t e n s i v e  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  o m b u d s m a n  a n d  t h e  

A M H T A . T h e  s t a t e  o m b u d s m a n  d i d  a  r e v i e w  o f  o p t i o n s  a n d  c o n c l u d e d  

t h a t  k e y  p o i n t s  o f  d i v e r g e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t a t e  o m b u d s m a n  a n d  l o n g  

t e r m  c a r e  o m b u d s m a n  o f f i c e s  w o u l d  m a k e  t h o s e  o f f i c e s  i n c o m p a t i b l e  

a n d  t h a t  c o m b i n i n g  t h e  t w o  w o u l d  n o t  b e  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  e i t h e r  

f u n c t i o n .  T h e  A M H T A  r e m a i n s  i n t e r e s t e d ,  b u t  i t  i s  p r e m a t u r e  f o r  

t h e m  t o  m a k e  a  d e c i s i o n .  A M H TA  i s  p r o m u l g a t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  

c r e a t e  a  r e d r e s s  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h e  t r u s t .  AM HTA 

h a s  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  t r u s t  a n d  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  

l o n g  t e r m  c a r e  o m b u d s m a n  a r e  q u i t e  c o m p a t i b l e  s o  i t  i s  o p e n  t o  

d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  a  f u t u r e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T w o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  

A M H T A  h a v e  a g r e e d  t o  b e  o n  t h e  s e a r c h  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  l o n g  t e r m  

c a r e  o m b u d s m a n .  A  n e w  OAC s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  h a v e  o v e r s i g h t  

o f  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  a n d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  r e p o r t  t o  t i e  f u l l  O A C .

S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  a s k e d  i f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  " a r m s -  

l e n g t h "  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  L B A  t h o u g h t  w a s  m i s s i n g .

M S .  D E M M E R T  r e p l i e d  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .
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S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  o t h e r  L B A  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

M S . D E M M E R T  s a i d  s o m e  o f  t h e  a c c o u n t i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w e r e  

a d d r e s s e d  w h e n  OAC m a d e  n e w  g r a n t  a w a r d s .  T h e  n e w  a w a r d s  p r o v i d e  

f o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  o m i t t e d  i n  t h e  p a s t .  

S e c o n d ,  OAC s p e d  u p  i t s  p r o c e s s  o f  n o t i f y i n g  g r a n t e e s  o f  t h e  

p r o p o r t i o n  o r  a m o u n t  o f  g r a n t e e  f u n d s  t h a t  a r e  f e d e r a l  s o  t h a t  t h e y  

w i l l  b e  n o t i f i e d  o n  a  t i m e l y  b a s i s  i f  t h e y  c o m e  u n d e r  f e d e r a l  a u d i t  

r e q u i r e m e n t s .  A t h i r d . ,  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a  c o s t  a l l o c a t i o n  

p l a n  i s s u e  i s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b e i n g  f i n a l i z e d  b y  O A C .

N u m b e r  2 2 4 5

S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  n o t e d  t h e  L B A  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  OAC b e  e x t e n d e d  

t o  2 0 0 4 .  H e  a l s o  n o t e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i s  a w a i t i n g  a  f i s c a l  n o t e .  

M S .  D E M M E R T  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  w a s  d e l i v e r e d .

SE N A T O R  E L T O N  t h a n k e d  M s .  D e m m e r t  f o r  h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  l o n g  

t e r m  c a r e  o m b u d s m a n ,  a n d  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  o n e  c a n  m a k e  a n  a r g u m e n t  

t h a t  t h e  l o n g  t e r m  c a r e  o m b u d s m a n  i s  a n  a d v o c a t e  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  

o m b u d s m a n  s o  i t  d i f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  o m b u d s m a n .

S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  a s k e d  w h e t h e r  a n y o n e  i s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  e x c e n s i o n  o f  

t h e  O A C .

M S .  D E M M E R T  s a i d  s h e  i s  n o t  a w a r e  o f  a n y  o p p o s i t i o n .

M A R I E  D A R L I N ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  C a p i t a l  C i t y  T a s k  F o r c e  o f  A A R P ,  

m a d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m m e n t s .  A A R P  s u p p o r t s  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  

OAC b e c a u s e  i t  i s  v i t a l  t o  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  A A R P  m e m b e r s .  A A R P  w i l l  

b e  w a t c h i n g  l o n g  t e r m  c a r e  i s s u e s  t h i s  y e a r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  

a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  h o m e  i s s u e .
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T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  f u r t h e r  t e s t i m o n y  o n  SB 2 0 4 ,  S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  

a n n o u n c e d  i t  w i l l  b e  h e l d  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g .

#

#HB 85

HB 8 5 - T E A C H E R S ' L I C E N S E S .  D I S C I P L I N E  & E T H I C S

S A N N A  G R E E N , E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  T e a c h i n g  

P r a c t i c e s  C o m m i s s i o n  ( P T P C ) ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  P T P C  i s  a n  e t h i c s  

b o a r d  w h o s e  m a j o r  f u n c t i o n  i s  d i s c i p l i n e .  HB 8 5  p u l l s  m a n y

p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  e t h i c s  a r .d  l i c e n s i n g  i n t o  o n e  s e c t i o n  o f

s t a t u t e .  V e r y  f e w  c h a n g e s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  t o  t h e  l i c e n s u r e

p r o v i s i o n s .  O n e  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e  i s  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  w o r d

" c e r t i f i c a t e "  w i t h  " l i c e n s e "  t o  f o l l o w  a  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d .  A  l i c e n s e  

i n d i c a t e s  a  l e v e l - e n t r y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  w h i l e  t h e  w o r d  " c e r t i f i c a t e "  

i s  u s e d  t o  d e n o t e  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n .  T h i s  n a m e  c h a n g e  

m a k e s  n o  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .

S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  a s k e d  i f  t h e  P T P C  w i l l  r e q u i r e  t e a c h e r ' s  l i c e n s e s  

r a t h e r  t h a n  c e r t i f i c a t e s .

M S ,  G R E E N  s a i d  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .

S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  a s k e d  h o w  o t h e r  s t a t e s  c o m p a r e .

M S .  G R E E N  w a s  n o t  s u r e  o f  t h e  n u m b e r ,  b u t  r e p e a t e d  i t  i s  a  n a t i o n a l  

t r e n d .

N u m b e r  2 0 3 9

S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  a s k e d  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e .
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M S . G R E E N  s t a t e d  t h a t  a  l i c e n s e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a n  e n t r y  

l e v e l  c r e d e n t i a l  w h i l e  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  r e q u i r i n g  a  

m o r e  s t r i n g e n t  p r o c e s s .  S h e  n o t e d  t h a t  m o s t  s t a t e s  t h a t  a t t e n d e d  

t h e  W e s t e r n  S t a t e s  c o n f e r e n c e  a r e  c h a n g i n g  t h e  w o r d  t o  " l i c e n s e . "

S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  a s k e d  i f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  A l a s k a  g i v e s  a  t e a c h e r ' s  e x a m  

h a s  a n y t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  n a m e  c h a n g e .

M S .  G R E E N  s a i d  i t  d o e s  n o t .

SE N A T O R  W I L K E N  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a  c r i m i n a l  h i s t o r y  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  

h a s  b e e n  a d d e d  t o  p a g e  1 ,  l i n e  1 3 .

M S .  G R E E N  r e p l i e d  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  i s  n o t  b e i n g  a d d e d ,  i t  i s  

a l r e a d y  r e q u i r e d .  M a n y  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t e a c h i n g  

p r a c t i c e s  a r e  b e i n g  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  o n e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  s t a t u t e s .

S E N A T O R  E L T O N  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  i s  w a i t i n g  f o r  a  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  w a i v e  l i c e n s u r e ,  

a  m a t t e r  h e  h a s  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  M s .  G r e e n .

M S . G R E E N  n o t e d  t h a t  P T P A ' s  m a i n  c o n c e r n  i s  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  c h i l d r e n  

i n  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d ,  b e c a u s e  s c h o o l s  a r e  a  v i c t i m - r i c h  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  

P T P A  m u s t  c o n t i n u a l l y  b e  o n  t h e  a l e r t  f o r  s e x u a l  a b u s e  b y  

e d u c a t o r s .  A l a s k a  m u s t  b e  c o g n i z a n t  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  v i e w e d  

a s  q u i t e  r e m o t e  b u t  i t  h a s  e f f e c t i v e  w a y s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m .

A  n a t i o n a l  n e t w o r k  h a s  b e e n  c r e a t e d ;  t h a t  n e t w o r k  r e g i s t e r s  

e d u c a t o r s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c i p l i n e d .  T h o s e  r e c o r d s  c a n  b e  c h e c k e d  

w h e n  t e a c h e r s  a p p l y  f o r  p o s i t i o n s  i n  A l a s k a ,  h o w e v e r  n o t  a l l  s t a t e s  

r e p o r t .  S h e  f e a r s  t h a t  o f f e n d e r s  f r o m  s t a t e s  t h a t  d o  n o t  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  r e g i s t r y  l o o k  t o  A l a :  a a s  t h e  f a r t h e s t  p l a c e

t h e y  c a n  g o  w h e r e  t h e i r  r e p u t a t i o n s  v :. i l  n o t  f o l l o w  t h e m .  S h e

S E N A T E  H E S -  1 4  - 2 / 2 / 0 0



r e p e a t e d  t h a t  P T P C  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  c a r e f u l  i n  t h a t  r e g a r d .

M S .  G R E E N  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s p o n s o r  s t a t e m e n t  a n d  r e v i e w e d  t h e  n e w  

p r o v i s i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  HB 8 5 .  F i r s t ,  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  a  

c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r o u n d s  f o r  d e n i a l  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n .  T h e  P T P C  

c u r r e n t l y  r e c o m m e n d s  a p p l i c a t i o n  d e n i a l s  t o  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

o f f i c e  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  (D O E ) b u t  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r

d e n i a l  a r e  n o t  c o n t a i n e d  i n  s t a t u t e .  S e c o n d ,  t h e  b i l l  a l l o w s

r e c i p r o c a l  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  a n  e d u c a t o r  w h o  w a s  d i s c i p l i n e d  i n  a n o t h e r  

j u r i s d i c t i o n .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  i f  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  h a s  r e v o k e d  a  l i c e n s e  

f r o m  a  t e a c h e r  w h o  i s  a l s o  l i c e n s e d  i n  A l a s k a ,  A l a s k a  m u s t  h o l d  a

d u e  p r o c e s s  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  i t  c a n  r e v o k e  t h e  l i c e n s e .

S E N A T O R  E L T O N  q u e s t i o n e d  h o w  m a n y  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  l i c e n s e s  i n  

m u l t i p l e  s t a t e s .

M S .  G R E E N  s a i d  m a n y .  S h e  n o t e d  t h a t  A l a s k a  h a s  a b o u t  8 , 0 0 0  

t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  b u t  i t  h a s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  2 5 , 0 0 0  

c e r t i f i c a t e s .  S h e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t w o  t e a c h e r s  w i t h  A l a s k a  

t e a c h i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e s  h a d  t h e i r  l i c e n s e s  r e v o k e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

F l o r i d a  a f t e r  w h i c h  t h e  P T P C  r e v o k e d  t h e  A l a s k a  l i c e n s e s .

M S .  G R E E N  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  e x p a n d s  t h e  w a i t i n g  p e r i o d  f o r

l i c e n s e  r e i n s t a t e m e n t  f r o m  o n e  y e a r  t o  f i v e  y e a r s .

S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  a s k e d  h o w  t h a t  c o m p a r e s  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .

M S .  G R E E N  r e p l i e d  t h a t  s o m e  s t a t e s  c a n  r e v o k e  a  l i c e n s e  f o r  l i f e ,  

A l a s k a  c a n n o t .  S h e  s a i d  f i v e  y e a r s  i s  a v e r a g e .

S E N A T O R  W I L K E N  a s k e d  h o w  t h e  p h r a s e ,  " r e s i d e d  o u t  o f  s t a t e "  o n  p a g e

2 ,  l i n e  2 3 ,  i s  d e f i n e d .
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M S .  G R E E N  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  a  t e a c h e r  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  a  

r e n e w a l  u n l e s s  t h a t  t e a c h e r ' s  l i c e n s e  h a s  e x p i r e d ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  

w h e t h e r  t h e  t e a c h e r  i s  r e s i d i n g  i n  s t a t e  o r  n o t .  A  r e n e w a l  

a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a  c r i m i n a l  h i s t o r y  c h e c k  a n d  a p p l i e s  w h e n  

a  t e a c h e r  h a s  n o t  b e e n  r e s i d i n g  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  r e q u e s t s  a  r e n e w a l .  

A l a s k a  w i l l  h a v e  n o  r e c o r d  o f  w h a t  t h a t  t e a c h e r  h a s  b e e n  d o i n g  

w h i l e  r e s i d i n g  o u t - o f - s t a t e .

S E N A T O R  E L T O N  a s k e d  w h a t  t h e  P T P C  c u r r e n t l y  d o e s  w h e n  a  p e r s o n  

a p p l i e s  f o r  r e i n s t a t e m e n t  a f t e r  o n e  y e a r  o f  b e i n g  d i s c i p l i n e d .

M S .  G R E E N  s a i d  t h e  P T P C  r e v i e w s  t h e  e n t i r e  r e c o r d  a n d  a n y  m a t e r i a l  

p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .

S E N A T O R  E L T O N  a s k e d  i f  a  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t y  w a s  c o m f o r t a b l e  r e h i r i n g  

a  t e a c h e r  w h o  w a s  d i s c i p l i n e d  a f t e r  o n e  y e a r  w h e t h e r  t h e  n e w  

p r o v i s i o n  w o u l d  p r e v e n t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f r o m  d o i n g  s o .

M S .  G R E E N  s a i d  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t  b u t  a d d e d  t h a t  l i c e n s e s  a r e  n o t  

r e v o k e d  u n l e s s  t h e  o f f e n s e  i s  v e r y  s e r i o u s .

M S .  G R E E N  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  n e w  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  HB 8 5 .  A 

m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  m a t e r i a l  f a c t  o n  a n  e m p l o y m e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  

c a n  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  g r o u n d  f o r  d i s c i p l i n e .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  P T P C  

c a n  o n l y  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  a s  a  g r o u n d  f o r  d i s c i p l i n e  i f  t h e  

m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  m a d e  o n  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  n o t  o n  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  e m p l o y m e n t  w i t h  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  S u c h  a n  

o f f e n s e  w o u l d  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  l i c e n s e  r e v o c a t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  HB 8 5  

a l l o w s  P T P C  t o  p u t  c o n d i t i o n s  o n  a  t e a c h i n g  l i c e n s e .  P T P C  h a s  

t a k e n  t h a t  l i b e r t y  a l r e a d y  b u t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L av; a d v i s e d  t h a t  

a u t h o r i z i n g  l a n g u a g e  b e  p u t  i n  s t a t u t e .
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T h e  n e x t  p r o v i s i o n  g i v e s  t h e  P T P C  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  i m p o s e  c i v i l  

f i n e s  a g a i n s t  t e a c h e r s  w h o  a r e  r e g u l a t e d  b y  s t a t e  l a w  b u t  d o  n o t  

h o l d  l i c e n s e s .  T h a t  g r o u p  i n c l u d e s  t e a c h e r s  i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  

p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  e d u c a t o r s ,  u n l i c e n s e d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  a n d  o t h e r s .  

A l t h o u g h  t h a t  g r o u p  f a l l s  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  P T P C ,  t h e  

P T P C  h a s  n o  w a y  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  t h a t  g r o u p .

S E N A T O R  E L T O N  a s k e d  w h a t  k i n d  o f  a u t h o r i t y  t h e  P T P C  e x e r c i s e s  o v e r  

p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  e d u c a t o r s  a n d  w h y  s o m e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  d o  n o t  h a v e  t o  

b e  l i c e n s e d .

M S .  G R E E N  s a i d  m o s t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  <û . h a v e  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d ,  b u t  

l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  t o  

b e  u n l i c e n s e d .  S h e  n o t e d  s o m e  p e r s o n n e l  d i r e c t o r s  a r e  n o t  l i c e n s e d  

t e a c h e r s .  M o s t  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  e d u c a t o r s  h a v e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  b u t  s o m e  

d o  n o t .  M o s t  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  c o n t r a c t s  r e q u i r e  t h o s e  e d u c a t o r s  t o  

o b e y  t h e  c o d e  o f  e t h i c s  w h i c h  f a l l s  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  P T P C .

S E N A T O R  E L T O N  a s k e d  i f  t h e  P T P C  o n l y  h a s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  t h o s e  

e d u c a t o r s  w h o  h a v e  s i g n e d  c o n t r a c t s  t h a t  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c o d e  o f  

e t h i c s .

M S .  G R E E N  s a i d  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t  a n d ,  a s  f a r  a s  s h e  k n o w s ,  t h e  P T P C  

h a s  n o  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  d o e s  n o t  m e n t i o n  t h e  c o d e .

S E N A T O R  E L T O N  a s k e d  i f  t h e  P T P C  g e t s  a  f e e  f r o m  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  f o r  

d o i n g  t h a t  k i n d  o f  w o r k .

M S .  G R E E N  s a i d  i t  d o e s  n o t  g e t  a  f e e .

M S .  G R E E N  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  n e x t  n e w  p r o v i s i o n  w o u l d  p r e c l u d e  a  p e r s o n ,  

w h o s e  l i c e n s e  i s  s u s p e n d e d  o r  r e v o k e d  f r o m  e m p l o y m e n t  a s  a  m e m b e r
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o f  th e  te a c h in g  p ro fe s s io n ,  even i f  th e  p o s i t io n  does n o t r e q u ir e  
a l ic e n s e .  She e x p la in e d  t h a t  PTPC had a case a g a in s t  a 
s u p e r in te n d e n t  a t  Adak f o r  g ross f i s c a l  mismanagement. PTPC's o n ly  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  was o v e r  th e  s u p e r in te n d e n t 's  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  w h ich  i t  
re v o k e d . The s u p e r in te n d e n t  was th e n  h ir e d  a t  Chevak as an 
u n c e r t i f i c a t e d ,  p a id  c o n s u lta n t .  A f t e r  r ig o ro u s  o b je c t io n ,  th e  
d i s t r i c t  b acked  down b ecau se , u n d er th o se  c irc u m s ta n c e s , a 
c e r t i f i c a t e  w ou ld  have had no m ean in g . T h is  p r o v is io n  does n o t  
a l lo w  a p e rs o n  to  be reem plo yed  as an e d u c a to r  im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  
h is  l ic e n s e  has been re v o k e d .

SENATOR ELTON asked  i f  t h is  p r o v is io n  w ou ld  g iv e  th e  PTPC th e  
a u t h o r i t y  to  p re v e n t  a sch o o l d i s t r i c t  from  h i r in g  a te a c h e r  w ith  
a re v o k e d  l ic e n s e  as a lo b b y is t .

MS. GREEN s a id  she was n o t s u re  how f a r  t h a t  p r o v is io n  w ou ld  
e x te n d , b u t th e  in t e n t  was to  p re v e n t  th e  te a c h e r  from  w o rk in g  in  
th e  c e n t r a l  o f f i c e  as a c o n s u lta n t .

SENATOR ELTON ex p re ssed  concern  t h a t ,  by e x te n d in g  PTPC's a u t h o r i t y  
to  p re c lu d e  employment by c o n tr a c t ,  PTPC is  s e t t in g  up two c la s s e s  
because a p e rs o n  whose l ic e n s e  was re v o k e d  in  a n o th e r  s t a t e  w ould  
n o t be p re c lu d e d  from  ta k in g  t h a t  jo b .  He e x p re s s e d  i n t e r e s t  in  
c o n t in u in g  th e  d ia lo g  on how f a r  PTPC's a u t h o r i t ie s  e x te n d  o v e r  
c o n t r a c t  em ployees a t  a n o th e r  t im e .

MS. GREEN a g re e d  to  d is c u s s  t h a t  q u e s t io n  w ith  th e  D ep artm en t o f  
Law and e x p re s s e d  concern  th a t  th e  PTPC does n o t w ant to  h a m s tr in g  
v i l l a g e s  from  h i r i n g  f o r  th e  s e rv ic e s  th e y  need .

SENATOR ELTON p o in te d  o u t he b e l ie v e s  a s c h o o l d i s t r i c t  w ou ld  be 
f o o l is h  to  h i r e  a p erso n  whose l ic e n s e  was re vo k ed  b u t he does n o t
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w a n t  t o  c r e a t e  a  tw o  c l a s s  s y s t e m .

MS. GREEN added t h a t  l ic e n s e s  a r e  re v o k e d  in  v e ry  s e v e re  cases  
o n ly .  F o r o th e r  cases , l ic e n s e s  a r e  suspended o r  c o n d it io n s  a re  
a p p l ie d .

SENATOR WILKEN asked  Ms. G reen  to  resp o n d  to  S e n a to r  E l t o n 's  
c o n c e rn  when th e  b i l l  i s  s c h e d u le d  f o r  a n o th e r  h e a r in g .

MS. GREEN e x p la in e d  t h a t  a p r o v is io n  was in c lu d e d  to  p r o t e c t  th e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  o f  m in o rs  and o f  in v e s t ig a t o r y  f i l e s .  A lth o u g h  
i n i t i a l s  a re  used to  p r o t e c t  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y ,  i n i t i a l s  a re  
r e c o g n iz a b le  i n  s m a lle r  v i l l a g e s  t h e r e f o r e  a d i f f e r e n t  n o t a t io n  
needs to  be u sed . PTPC does n o t  s h a re  any in fo r m a t io n  fro m  i t s  
f i l e s  fro m  cases in  w h ich  th e  c h arg es  w ere  n o t p ro v en  o r fo u n d  to  
be f r i v o lo u s ,  to  p re v e n t  a p e rs o n 's  r e p u t a t io n  from  b e in g  r u in e d .

SENATOR ELTON asked  w h e th e r an in v e s t ig a t o r y  f i l e  is  c o n s id e re d  an 
open f i l e  once th e  PTPC has d e c id e d  to  re v o k e  a l ic e n s e .

MS. GREEN r e p l ie d  t h a t  o n ly  e v id e n c e  w h ich  th e  PTPC p ro v id e s  a t  th e  
h e a r in g .

SENATOR ELTON asked  i f  o n ly  t h a t  in fo r m a t io n  used to  make th e  
d e c is io n  is  a v a i l a b le .

MS. GREEN s a id  yes  and n o te d  t h a t  h e a r in g s  a re  p u b l ic  so t h a t  
in fo r m a t io n  w ou ld  be a v a i la b le  a t  th e  h e a r in g .

The l a s t  new p r o v is io n  a llo w s  im m u n ity  fro m  l i a b i l i t y  r o r  p erso n s  
who p a r t i c i p a t e  in  good f a i t h  in  in v e s t ig a t io n s  and p ro c e e d in g s  c f  
th e  PTPC.
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MS. GREEN n o te d  th e  PTPC w ou ld  l i k e  to  change i t s  name to  th e  
E d u c a to r E th ic s  Com m ission w h ich  c l a r i f i e s  th e  C o m m iss io n 's  
m is s io n . In  la w , h e r  p o s i t io n  is  r e f e r r e d  to  as " e x e c u t iv e  
s e c r e t a r y ."  She has a d o p te d  th e  t i t l e  o f  " e x e c u t iv e  d i r e c t o r . "  
She asked  t h a t  th e  t i t l e  be changed in  s t a t u t e .

4
Number 785

SENATOR WILKEN asked whi_cher th e  e n t i r e  Commission s u p p o rts  HB 8 5 .

MS. GREEN s a id  yes and t h a t  members w ent th ro u g h  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
l i n e - b y - l i n e .

SENATOR WILKEN asked ab o ut th e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io n 's  p o s i t io n .

BETH LAPE, S p e c ia l A s s is ta n t ,  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n , s a te d  t h a t  
DOE s u p p o rts  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n .

MS. GREEN c l a r i f i e d  t h a t  she and h e r  a s s is t a n t  a t t o r n e y  g e n e ra l 
in s t ig a t e d  t h is  l e g i s l a t i o n .
#

T h e re  b e in g  no f u r t h e r  b u s in e s s  to  come b e fo re  th e  c o m m itte e , 
SENATOR WILKEN a d jo u rn e d  che m e e tin g  a t  3 :0 4  p .m .
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HOUSEBILL 85 
SPONSOR’S STATEMENT

igJUO*

Tony Knowles, Governor
344 West Third Avenue, Suite 127 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Phone: (907) 269-6579
FAX (907)269-6580
Sanna Green, Executive Director

This bill enhances the state’s ability to protect students by strengthening and streamlining 
licensure and discipline provisions for members of the teaching profession.

The current regulatory provision requiring criminal history background checks for applicants 
would be strengthened and placed in statute, and all of the regulatory and statutory grounds for 
discipline would be consolidated into a single statutory provision.

New sections include:
A  compiladon of the grounds for denial of application
Allow reciprocal discipline of an educator who was disciplined in another jurisdiction 
Expand from one year to five years the waiting period for reinstatement 
Adds misrepresentation of a material fact on an employment application as a ground 

for discipline
Authority to put conditions on a teaching license

Authority to impose a civil fine against a person, who is regulated by state law, but 
does not hold a license. This would include teachers in higher education, some educators in 
private schools, some unlicensed administrators, and possibly others.

Provisions that would preclude a person, whose license is suspended or revoked from 
employment as a member of the teaching profession, even i f  the position does not require a 
license.

Provisions to protect the confidentiality of minors and of investigatory files 
A provision to provide immunity from liability for persons who participate in good 

faith in certain investigations and proceedings of the commission or the Department of 
Education

Sanna Green 
Executive Director



The Professional Teaching Practices Commission Statement on Contractual Issues
The Professional Teaching Practices Commission is specifically cited in statute to investigate allegations of contract 
violations. This does not include negotiated agreements, only the breach of contract by unilateral termination. The 
PTPC revised the statement of procedures with regard to contract violations at the general meeting October 21. All 
educators should be aware of possible sanctions against their certificate as described in the new statement.

I. PROCEDURES OF PTPC ON BREACH OF CONTRACT DUE TO UNILATERAL 
TERMINATION BY AN EMPLOYEE

A. An educator under contract with a school district who fails to give written notice of intent to 
terminate the contract, or who leaves the position following such notice without having the written 
assent of the employer, shall be deemed to have breached the contract and may be subject to 
disciplinary action including possible revocation of certificates by the PTPC.

B. If the unilateral termination of the educator occurs more than 30 days prior to the educator’s first 
duty day, and there are insufficient mitigating circumstances, the PTPC will issue a warning to the 
educator that the action is unprofessional and is on record with the PTPC.

C. If the unilateral termination by the educator occurs 30 days prior to the educator’s first day of 
work, or any time thereafter, the PTPC has adjudged that such a violation is serious enough that a 
sanction against the certificate will be considered.

The following mitigating circumstances will be taken into account when determining a sanction:
1. Extenuating circumstances that gave rise to the resignation request, such as family or health 

consideration.
2. Attempts to reach an accommodation with the employer or otherwise ameliorate the plight of 

the employer.
3. A misrepresentation of the condit’ons of employment or working conditions by the employer.

II. PTPC RECOMMENDATIONS TO SCHOOL BOARDS
The Professional Teaching Practices Commission would recommend that each school district develop a policy, 
which addresses:

A. What the school district will do in the event an educator requests to resign from contract or leaves 
a position with notice, and;

B. What procedures the school district will follow when recruiting an educator currently under 
contract with another school district, including an educator who has not obtained a written release 
from that employer.
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PROPOSED CODE OF ETHIC  
CHANGES

A t  th e  g e n e ra l m e e t in g  on  O c to b e r  21, th e  

P ro fe s s io n a l T e a c h in g  P rac tices  

C o m m is s io n  v o te d  to  p ro m u lg a te  ch a n g e s  in 

th e  C o d e  o f  E th ic s .  T h e  ch a n g e s  as fo i lo w s  

are  b e in g  c ir c u la te d  fo r  c o m m e n ts  fro m  th e  

e d u c a t io n  p u b l ic .  A f t e r  a p e r io d  o f  p u b l ic  

c o m m e n t  th e  C o m m is s io n  m a y  a d o p t  th ese  

c h a n g e s , w h ic h  w i l l  th en  b e  in A la s k a  S ta te  

re g u la t io n s . A l l  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  p u b l ic  are 

in v i t e d  to  s e n d  c o m m e n ts  to  P T P C ,  344 

W e s t  3rd A v e n u e ,  S u ite  127, A n c h o r a g e ,  

99501 .

20 A A C  10.020 (b )(1 )  c u r re n t ly  reads: m a y  

not restrain a student from  independent 
action in the student's pursuit o f  learning or 
deny the student access to varying points o f  
view without reasonable cause; (b )(2 )  

c u r r e n t ly  reads.- may not deliberately 
suppress or distort subject matter relevant to 
a student's progress;

( b ) ( ! )  a n d  (b )(2 )  w i l l  b e  re p la ce d  w ith  a  n e w

(b )(  1) m a y  not deliberately distort or 
suppress, or deny access to curricular 
materials or educational information in 
order to promote the personal view, interest, 
or goal o f  the license holder.
P r o v is io n s  (c )(1 ) , (3 ), (d ), (8 ), (9 ) and  (14) 

w i l l  b e  d e le te d  an d  rep la ced  b y  (d )(1 ).

(c ) (  1) C u r r e n t ly  reads : may not 
misrepresent an institution or organization 
with which the educator is affiliated:
(c )(3 )  C u r r e n t ly  reads : may not knowingly 
distort or misrepresent facts concerning 
educational matters;
(d )(8 )  C u r r e n t ly  reads : may not submit 
fraudulent information on any document in 
connections with professional activities; 
(d )(9 )  C u r r e n t ly  reads : may not knowingly 
distort an evaluation o f  the educator‘s or 
another s professional performance;
(d )(  14 ) C u r r e n t ly  reads: may not knowingly 
withhold or distort information regarding a 
position from  an applicant or misrepresent 
an assignment or conditions o f  employment;

T h e  re p la ce m e n t w i l l  be: (d )(1 )  s h a ll not 
fa lsify  any document, or make a 
misrepresentation on any matter related to 
licensure, employment, evaluation, test 
results, or professional duties;

T h e  c a te g o r y  o f  a g e  w i l l  b e  a d d e d  to  th e  

c la sses  p ro tec ted  fro m  d is c r im in a t io n  in 20 

A A C  1 0 .0 2 0 (d )(1 ).

T h e  c o m p le te  te x t o f  p ro po sed  c h a n g e s  w i l l  

be  m a ile d  o u t fo r  p u b l ic  c o m m e n t  o r  is 

a v a i la b le  b y  c o n ta c t in g  the  P T P C  o f f ic e .

LOOKING FOR A QUICK FIX
v'rt • •A nfew Louisiana law will require children to address their teachers, and other adult school employees as 

“ma’am” or “sir” and to use Mr., Mrs.. or Miss when calling them by name. State Senator Don Cravins, a 
Democrat, drafted the bill in an attempt to teach children civility and respect, and to put an end to school 
violence.

, v.-. SJ5 7&t C .  7.■1 M .v  ' t <,v  ■ *■.. . ' ■ I ~ ' £  < . .
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PTPC DISCIPLINARY ACTIONNEW MEMBERS ON THE 
COMMISSION

B o b  C h r is ta l ,  s u p e r in te n d e n t o f  th e  

A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l D is tr ic t ,  is  th e  n e w  

s u p e r in te n d e n t ’s re p re s e n ta t iv e  o n  P T P C .  

H e  h as  b e e n  w i th  th e  A n c h o r a g e  D is tr ic t  

s in c e  1970 w h e n  h e  ta u g h t a t P ta rm ig a n  

E le m e n ta r y  S c h o o l.  H e  w a s  a lso  an  

e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l p r in c ip a l, E le m e n ta r y  

S u p e r v is o r ,  a n d  A s s is ta n t  S u p e r in te n d e n t. 

H e  h as  b e e n  a c t iv e  w i th  th e  B o y  S c o u ts , th e  

B o y s  a n d  G ir ls  C lu b  o f  A la s k a ,  and  

A n c h o r a g e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  and  

s e r v e d  o n  th e  B o a rd  o f  D ir e c to .s  o f  th e  

A la s k a  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  S c h o o l 

A d m in is tr a to r s .  H e  re p la c e s  B ru c e  Jo h n so n  

w h o  le f t  th e  C o m m is s io n  w h e n  h e  b e c a m e  

D e p u t y  C o m m is s io n  o f  E d u c a t io n .

P a t T r u m a n  has b e e n  a p p o in te d  b y  the 

g o v e r n o r  as te a c h e r s ’ r e p re s e n ta tiv e  on  the  

C o m m is s io n ,  to  c o m p le te  th e  term  o f  Pat 

C h i l t y ,  w h o  re tired  fro m  e d u c a t io n . B o m  

an d  ra ise d  in  M o n ta n a ,  T ru m a n  c a m e  to  

A la s k a  in  1978 to  te a ch  a t F o r t  Y u k o n .  S h e  

has a ls o  ta u g h t in  F a ir b a n k s  an d  M a t - S U  in 

th e  g i f te d  a n d  ta le n te d  p ro g ra m  a n d  as 

r e a d in g  s p e c ia lis t .  S h e  c u r r e n t ly  tea ch es  

L a n g u a g e  A r t s  a t P a lm e r  Ju n io r  M id d le  

S c h o o l ,  a n d  is  a s ta te  co n su lta n t fo r  q u a li t y  

s c h o o ls .  R e c o g n iz e d  as M a t -S u  te a ch e r  o f  

th e  Y e a r  in  1996, sh e  w a s  ru n n er  u p  fo r  

A la s k a  te a c h e r  o f  th e  y e a r . In  1997 she 

tr a v e le d  to  Ja p a n  as a F u lb r ig h t  re c ip ie n t. 

T h is  O c to b e r  sh e  tr a v e le d  to  W a s h in g to n

D .C .  to  r e c e iv e  h e r  N a t io n a l  B o a rd  

C e r t i f ic a t io n .

P T P C  M E E T I N G S

T h e  P r o fe s s io n a l T e a c h in g  P rac tices  

C o m m is s io n  w i l l  m e e t  in  g en e ra l sess ion  

J a n u a r y  26 , a n d  27, 2000, a n d  A p r i l  18 and  

19, 2 000  in  th e  c o n fe r e n c e  ro o m  o f  th e  

A la s k a  S ta te  L ib r a r y  o f  T a lk in g  B o o k s  at 

344 W  3 rd A v e n u e ,  in  A n c h o r a g e .  T h e  

m e e t in g s  are o p e n  to  th e  p u b l ic .

A t  th e  M a y  22, 1999 M e e t in g  th e  P T P C :

♦  R e v o k e d  th e  c e r t if ic a te  o f  M a r k  L e a r y  

fo r  s e xu a l m is c o n d u c t w ith  a s tu d en t.

♦  R e v o k e d  th e  c e r t if ic a te  o f  G r e g  

B a ld r id g e  fo r  c o n tra c t v io la t io n .

♦  S u s p e n d e d  th e  c e r t if ic a te  o f  G a r y  

A n d e r s o n  fo r  e n d a n g e r in g  th e  s a fe ty  o f  

s tu den ts .

❖  S u s p e n d e d  th e  c e r t if ic a te  o f  L o r e e  

H o w a r d  fo r  tw o  ye a rs  fo r  co n tra c t 

v io la t io n .

♦  S u s p e n d e d  the  c e r t if ic a te  o f  K r is t in  

W i lk e n in g  fo r  6 m o n th s  fo r  co n tra c t 

v io la t io n .

I N  O T H E R  A C T I O N  T H E  P T P C :

® R e v is e d  the  s ta te m e n t on  p ro ced u re s  fo r 

h a n d lin g  co n tra c t v io la t io n  cases .

*  P ro p o sed  ch a n g es  in  th e  C o d e  o f  E th ic s  

to  be  p ro m u lg a te d .

•  D e v e lo p e d  a s ta tem en t on  th e  e th ic a l 

o b lig a t io n s  o f  e d u ca to rs  w ith  rega rd  to  

tes tin g .

•  M a d e  a p ro ced u ra l ch a n g e , w h ic h  w i l l  

req u ire  f i v e  a f f ir m a t iv e  v o te s  fo r  a n y  

a c tio n , n o t ju s t  a m a jo r ity  o f  th ose  

presen t.

•  M a d e  a p ro ced u ra l c h a n g e , w h ic h  

p r o v id e s  th a t m e m b e rs  m a y  no t ab s ta in  

fro m  v o t in g  on  an issue b u t m u s t ca s t a 

v o te ,  u n less  recu sed  fo r  ca u se .



T E A C H E R  STUDENT BO UNDAR IES TEST ING  STUDENTS

T h e  la rg e s t n u m b e r  o f  h ea r in g s  c o n d u c te d  

b y  th e  P T P C  is  th e  re su lt o f  a l le g a t io n s  o f  

m is c o n d u c t  w i th  s tu d en ts . M a n y  o f  th ese  

ca ses  are  th e  resu lt o f  o v e r t  s e xu a l 

r e la tio n s h ip s . H o w e v e r ,  so; .ie o f  th e m  are 

u n p r o fe s s io n a l r e la tio n sh ip s  th a t d o  n o t 

reach  th e  le v e l  o f  s e x u a l co n ta c t . E d u c a to rs  

m u s t b e  '  e r y  c a re fu l a b o u t d e v e lo p in g  a 

r e la t io n s h ip  w i th  a  s tu d en t, w h ic h  is based  

on  th e  e d u c a to r ’s e m o t io n a l n eed .

F r ie n d ly  b e h a v io r s  are th o s e  th a t c rea te  a 

s a fe  e n v ir o n m e n t  fo r  s tu d en ts  to  g r o w  and  

learn , to  s e e k  h e lp  in  s o lv in g  p r o b le m s  and  

to  d e v e lo p  s o c ia l ly  th ro u g h  a c t iv i t ie s .  

O v e r l y  f r ie n d ly  b e h a v io r s  can  cross  th e  

b o u n d a r ie s  s ep a ra tin g  s tu d e n t fo rm  tea ch e r  

a n d  c re a te  a p e rso n a l re la tio n s h ip  th a t pu ts  

th e  s tu d e n t a n d  te a c h e r  a t risk .

P T P C  o f fe r s  th e  f o l lo w in g  g u id e lin e s  fo r  

e d u c a to rs  in  e v a lu a t in g  th e ir  o w n  co n d u c t.

S T A Y I N G  W I T H I N  B O U N D A R I E S

1. S ta te  th e  l im its  o f  th e  r e la tio n sh ip .

2. R e a f f ir m  th e  h e lp in g  na tu re  o f  th e  

r e la t io n s h ip .

3. S u g g e s t  a s p e c if ic  p la n  fo r  a d d re ss in g  

th e  s tu d e n ts ' n eeds .

E F F E C T I V E  A D V I S O R S ;

1, Understand their own emotional needs
T e a c h e r /a d v is o rs  w h o  are in 

e m o t io n a l n e ed  are m o s t v u ln e ra b le  

to  th e  s e d u c t iv e  d e p e n d e n c y  o f  an 

u n p ro fe s s io n a l re la tio n sh ip .

2. Understand propriety issues related to 
helping relationships

P ro fe s s io n a l an d  p e rso n a l 

b o u n d a r ie s  b e c o m e  b lu rred  w h e n  

te a ch e rs  ta k e  s tu d en ts  to  lu n ch , 

w r i t e  a n d  r e c e iv e  pe rso n a l no tes  or 

m a k e  p h y s ic a l co n ta c t .

J. Understand the emotional and physical 
de velopment o f  students

S tu d e n ts  w h o  b e l ie v e  n o  o n e  lis ten s  

to  th em  o f te n  tran s fe r  fe e lin g s  o f  

a f fe c t io n  to  th e  te a ch e r/a d v iso r .

In c o m in g  1011' g raders  across A la s k a  w i l l  b e  

th e  f irs t s tu den ts  req u ired  to  pass th e  s ta te ’ s 

n e w  h ig h  s c h o o l g ra d u a tio n  q u a l i f y in g  

e x a m in a tio n .

T h e  te s t is d e s ig n e d  to  e v a lu a te  th e  s k i l ls  o f  

g r a d u a t in g  sen io rs . E d u c a to rs  d o n ’ t e x p e c t  

to  sec  a  la rge  n u m b e r  o f  s o p h o m o r e ’ s pass. 

T h o s e  w h o  d o , th o u g h , w o n ’ t h a v e  to  w o r r y  

a b o u t ta k in g  th e  te s t ag a in .

T h e  g ra d u a tio n  e x a m  m ea su res  a s tu d e n t ’s 

s k il ls  in  th e  th ree  bas ic  s u b je c t areas: 

re a d in g , w r it in g , an d  m a th em a tic s . S tu d e n ts  

are requ ired  to  d em o n s tra te  p r o f ic ie n c y  a n d  

a c h ie v e  a p a ss in g  s co re  in e a ch  s e c tio n .

T h e  A la s k a  H ig h  S c h o o l G ra d u a t io n  

Q u a l i f y in g  E x a m in a t io n  m a y  b e  ta k e n  m o re  

than  o n ce . B e g in n in g  th e  s ch o o l y e a r  o f  

2000/2001, a s tu d en t m a y  ta k e  it tw i c e  as a 

s o p h o m o re , tw ic e  as a ju n io r ,  a n d  b e g in n in g  

in 2002, tw ic e  as a sen io r.

O n c e  a s tu d en t passes  th e  e x a m , h e  o r  sh e  

d o e s  n o t h a v e  to  ta k e  it ag a in . A  s tu d en t, 

w h o  passes  o n e  o r  tw o  parts o f  th e  te s t, o n ly  

has to  re take  th e  part th a t w a s  fa ile d .

A n  in d iv id u a l w h o  c o m p le te s  h ig h  s c h o o l 

req u ire m e n ts  w ith o u t  p a ss in g  the  te s t s till 

has  th e  o p tio n  o f  ta k in g  it tw ic e  a y e a r  fo r  

th ree  m o re  y e a rs  a fte r  le a v in g  h ig h  s c h o o l.
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WHAT COLLEGES REALLY LOOK 
FOR

ALASKA ADVANCED 
CERTIFICATION

H e r e ’ s th e  m o s t -w a n te d  list.

1. A challenging high school curriculum.
T h a t  m e a n s  h o n o rs  o r  a d v a n c e d  

p la c e m e n t c la sses .

2 . Grades. A  g o o d  G P A  g o e s  a lo n g  w a y  

to w a r d  o p e n in g  d o o rs , b u t c o lle g e s  

w o u ld  p re fe r  to  s ee  s l ig h t ly  lo w e r  g rades  

in a  r ig o ro u s  p ro g ra m  o v e r  s tra ig h t A ’ s 

in  less  c h a lle n g in g  c la sses .

3. Solid scores on standardized tests. 
S A T  a n d  A C T  s co res  sh o u ld  at least 

m a tc h  w i th  n a t io n a l p e r fo rm a n c e .

4. Involvement in activities. T h e  

g ra d u a te  d o e s n ’ t h a v e  to  p a r tic ip a te  in 

f i v e  e x tra c u r r ic u la r  a c t iv i t ie s .  C o l le g e s  

are  lo o k in g  fo r  d e p th  o f  in v o lv e m e n t ,  

n o t b rea d th . A n d  th o se  a c t iv i t ie s  sh o u ld  

d e m o n s tra te  le a d e rsh ip  a n d  in it ia t iv e .

5. Community service. T h is  s ig n a ls  

c o n c e rn  fo r  o th e r  p e o p le ,  as w e l l  as a 

g lo b a l  v i e w .

6. Work or out-of-school experience. 
T h e s e  a c t iv i t ie s  s h o u ld  illu s tra te  

r e s p o n s ib i l i t y ,  e d u c a t io n , and  

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a reas  o f  in teres t, as w e l l  

as m e a n in g fu l use o f  tim e .

7. Well-written essay. T h e  pe rso n a l e s s a y  

s h o u ld  p r o v id e  in s ig h t in to  h is  o r  h er  

p e r s o n a l ity ,  v a lu e s , an d  g o a ls .

8. Letters of recommendation. T h e s e  

ca n  c o m e  fro m  teachers , a d m in is tra to rs , 

c o a c h e s , an d  a f te r -s c h o o l o r  

s u m m e r t im e  bosses .

9. Standouts. A n y th in g  th a t m a k es  the  

a p p lic a n t  s tand  o u t fro m  th e  c r o w d . It 

c o u ld  b e  s p e c ia l h o n o rs , u n u su a l ta len t 

o f  a c t iv i t ie s ,  o r  a w a rd s .

A la s k a  has an a d v a n c e d  c e r t if ic a te  fo r  

e d u ca to rs  w h o  h a v e  passed  th e  n a tio n a l 

b o a rd  c e r t if ic a t io n . T h e  c e r t if ic a te  is  g o o d  

fo r  th e  l i fe  o f  th e  n a tio n a l c e r t if ic a t io n , 

w h ic h  is cu r re n t ly  10 y e a rs . T h e r e  are  s e v e n  

A la s k a  ed u ca to rs  h o ld in g  th e  a d v a n c e d  

c e r t if ic a te . T h e y  are: L in d a  F r y  a n d  

L a u rc e n  L e o n a rd  in th e  F a ir b a n k s  S c h o o l 

D is tr ic t ;  J o  E l le n  S o lm o n s o n  a n d  G h a n a  

B o y k o  in  th e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l D is tr ic t ;  

C y n t h ia  C u rra n  an d  P a tr ic ia  T r u m a n  in  th e  

M a t -S u  S c h o o l D is tr ic t ;  an d  K a re n  S t a p f -  

H a rr is  in the D e n a li  S c h o o l D is tr ic t.
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TEACHERS’ LITERACY SKILLS 
AKIN  TO OTHER PROFESSIONALS

N e w  research  s h o w s  th a t b y  o n e  m ea su re , 

te a ch e rs  h o ld  th e ir  o w n  a g a in s t p e o p le  in  

o th e r  lin e s  o f  w o r k .

T h e  P r in c e to n  N J  b a sed  E d u c a t io n a l T e s t in g  

S e r v ic e  ca rr ie d  o u t  th e  a n a ly s is  fo r  th e  

s tu d y . B a s e d  o n  resu lts  fro m  m o re  than  

26 ,0 00  in d iv id u a ls ,  th e  E T S  r e p o it  d e f in e s  

th ree  areas  o f  a b i l i t y :  “ p rose  l i t e r a c y ” , th e  

a b i l i t y  to  u se  a n d  u n d e rs ta n d  in fo r m a t io n  

fr o m  te x ts , such  as n e w s  s to r ie s  an d  f ic t io n ; 

“ d o c u m e n t  l i te r a c y ” , th e  a b i l i t y  to  lo c a te  and  

u se  in fo r m a t io n  in  e v e r y d a y  m a te r ia ls ; an d  

“ q u a n t i ta t iv e  l i t e r a c y ” , , . o f i c ie n c y  in 

m a th e m a tic s .

A b o u t  h a l f  th e  te a ch e rs  s co re d  a t leas t a t th e  

fo u r th -h ig h e s t  le v e l ,  o u t o f  f i v e ,  in  a ll th ree  

areas, c o m p a r e d  w i th  a b o u t 20 p e rcen t fo r  

adu ics  n a t io n w id e .

T h e  a n a ly s is  a ls o  fo u n d  tea chers , on  

a v e r a g e , p e r fo r m in g  a b o u t th e  s a m e  as 

la w y e r s ,  m a r k e t in g  p ro fe s s io n a ls , an d  s o c ia l 

w o r k e r s  in  p ro se  l ite ra c y , an d  a t least as w e l l  

in  d o c u m e n t  lite r a c y  as o th e r  p ro fe s s io n a ls , 

w i t h  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  e le c tr ic a l e n g in ee rs . 

A n d ,  th o u g h  o u tp e r fo rm e d  b y  a u d ito rs  and  

c o m p u tc r -s y s te m s  a n a ly s ts  in  q u a n t ita t iv e  

l i te r a c y ,  te a ch e rs  sco red  a b o u t as w e l l  as 

o th e r  m a n a g e rs  an d  p ro fe s s io n a ls  in tha t 

c a te g o r y .

T h e  rep o rt a lso  s h o w s  tea ch ers  e a rn in g  

s ig n i f ic a n t ly  less th an  o th e r  p ro fe s s io n a ls  

w h o  po sse ss  th e  s a m e  le v e l o f  s k ills .

AND THESE GUYS GET PAID MORE 
THAN TEACHERS

2. N o w ,  d o c to r , is n ’ t it true  th a t w h e n  a 

person  d ie s  in h is  s le ep , in  m o s t ca ses  he 

ju s t  passes q u ie t ly  a w a y  a n d  d o e s n ’ t 

k n o w  a n y th in g  a b o u t it u n ti l th e  n e x t  

m o r n in g ?

3. Q .  W h a t  h a p p e n ed  th e n ?

A .  H e  to ld  m e , h e  s a ys , “ I h a v e  to  k i l l  

y o u  b e ca u se  y o u  ca n  id e n t i f y  m e .”  

Q .  D id  he k i l l  y o u ?

4. W a s  it y o u  o r y o u r  b ro th e r  th a t w a s  

k i l le d  in th e  w a r ?

5. W e r e  y o u  a lo n e  o r  b y  y o u r s e l f?

6. D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  c h ild re n  o r  a n y th in g  o f  

tha t k in d ?

7. Q .  I s h o w  y o u  e x h ib i t  3 a n d  ask  i f  y o u  

re c o g n iz e  th a t p ic tu re .

A .  T h a t ’ s m e .

Q .  W e r e  y o u  p resen t w h e n  th a t p ic tu re  

w a s  ta k e n ?

8. Q .  D o  y o u  k n o w  h o w  fa r  p r e g n a n t y o u  

are?

A .  I ’ ll be 3 m o n th s  o n  N o v e m b e r  8,h 

Q .  A p p a r e n t ly ,  th en  th e  d a te  o f  

c o n c e p tio n  w a s  A u g u s t  8 th ?

A .  Y e s

0 .  W h a t  w e r e  y o u  d o in g  a t th e  t im e ?

9. S o  y o u  w e r e  g o n e  u n til y o u  re tu rn e d ?

10. Q .  S h e  h a d  3 c h ild re n , r ig h t?

A .  Y e s

Q .  H o w  m a n y  w e re  b o y s ?

A .  N o n e

Q .  W e r e  th ere  g ir ls ?

11. A  T e x a s  a tto rn e y , r e a l iz in g  he w a s  on 

th e  v e rg e  o f  u n le a s h in g  a s tu p id  

q u e s tio n , in te rru p ted  h im s e l f  a n d  sa id , 

“ Y o u r  H o n o r , I ’ d  lik e  to  s tr ik e  th e  n e x t  

q u e s tio n .”

12. Q .  D o  y o u  reca ll a p p r o x im a te ly  the 

t im e  th a t y o u  e x a m in e d  th e  b o d y  o f  M r .  

E d in g to n  at th e  R o se  C h a p e l?

A .  It w a s  in  the  e v e n in g .  T h e  a u to p s y  

started  a b o u t 8 :30  p .m .

Q .  A n d  M r ,  E d in g to n  w a s  d e a d  a t th e  

t im e  is tha t co rre c t?
T h e  f o l l o w in g  A C T U A L  q u e s tio n s  from  

la w y e r s ,  ta k e n  d ir e c t ly  fro m  co u r t re co rds , 

c o m e  fr o m  th e  24lh issu e  o f  “ T h e  M i lw a u k e e  

B a d g e .”

I . W a s  th a t th e  s a m e  n o se  y o u  b ro k e  as a 

c h i ld ?



PROFESSIONAL ETH IC S  
D IS TR IC T  AND STATE TESTING

P R O F E S S I O N A L  T E A C H I N G  P R A C T I C E S  C O M M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  R E G A R D I N G  

E T H I C A L  C O N D U C T  O F  E D U C A T O R S  W I T H  R E G A R D  T O  T E S T I N G .

T h e  p u rp o s e  o f  th is  d o c u m e n t is to  g iv o  A la s k a  s ch o o l p e rso n n e l g u id e l in e s  fo r  a p p ro p r ia te  

e th ic a l c o n d u c t  in th e  a d m in is tr a tio n  an a  m a n a g e m e n t o f  d is tr ic t an d  s ta te  te s tin g  p ro g ra m s .

It is n o t in te n d e d  to  a p p ly  to  a ssessm en ts  g iv e n  b y  tea chers  fo r  c la ss ro o m  use.

T E S T  S E C U R I T Y

It is e s s e n tia l th a t a l l test m a te r ia ls  rem a in  secure . A l l  a dm in is tra to rs , tea chers , s u p p o r t s ta ff, 

s tu d e n ts , a n d  paren ts  are  r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  te s t s ec u r ity . T h is  in c lu d e s  s to rage , d is tr ib u tio n , 

a d m in is tr a t io n , and  c o l le c t  on  o f  tests .

In  a d d it io n  p e rso n n e l at th e  b u ild in g  s ite  h a v e  a r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  d o  th e  fo l lo w in g :

•  E n su re  th a t s tu d en ts  use  o n ly  th o se  re fe ren ce  m a te r ia ls  a l lo w e d  b y  the  

te s tin g  p ro ced u re s

•  E n s u r e  th a t s tu d en ts  d o  n o t r e c e iv e  c o p ie s  o f  th e  test ahead  o f  tim e

•  E n s u r e  th a t s tu d en ts  d o  no t learn  o f  s p e c if ic  tes t item s  p r io r  to  th e  les t 

«  E n su re  th a t a n s w e r  d o c u m e n ts  are n o t a lte red  a f te r  te s tin g

P R E - T E S T  A C T I V I T I E S

T e a c h e r s  m a y  g iv e  s tu d en ts  p ra c t ic e  w ith  va r io u s  item  fo rm a ts  o f  a ssessm en ts  th e y  w i l l  b e  ta k in g , 

b u t n o t on  th e  a c tu a l a c t iv i t ie s  in th e  test.

R e a s o n a b le  n o tic e  o f  u p c o m in g  a ssessm en ts  sh o u ld  be p r o v id e d  to  a ll c o n c e rn e d , in c lu d in g  

te a ch e rs , s tu den ts , an d  paren ts . H o w e v e r ,  u s in g  th is  n o tic e  to  d is c o u ra g e  a n y  s tu d en ts  fro m  

p a r t ic ip a t in g  is u n e th ic a l b e h a v io r .

T e s t  a d m in is tr a to rs  m u s t s tu d y  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  a d m in is tr a t iv e  m a n u a l p r io r  to  a d m in is te r in g  th e  

test.

T E S T I N G

T o  en su re  th a t a ll s tu d en ts  h a ve  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  su cceed , test a d m in is tra to rs  m u s t r e m a in  in th e  

ro o m , a n d  a p p r o p r ia te ly  m o n ito r  the  te s t in g  sess ion .

T e s t  a d m in is tra to rs  a n d  p ro c to rs  s h o u ld  ta k e  rea so n a b le  s teps  to  en su re  tha t a ll s tu den ts :

•  F o l l o w  in s tru c tio n s

•  R e s p o n d  in  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  p la c e s  in  a n s w e r  d o c u m e n ts  

° D o  n o t in te r fe re  w i th  o r  d is tra c t o thers

«  U s e  o n ly  p e rm itte d  m a te r ia ls  an d  d e v ic e s
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February 8, 1999

The Honorable Brian Porter 
Speaker o f the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Quality education for all Alaska children remains a focus and ongoing effort o f my 
Administration. This bill I transmit today enhances the state's ability to protect students 
and the integrity o f educators by strengthening, streamlining and consolidating licensure 
and discipline provisions for members o f the teaching profession.

The bill incorporates the direction from the Board o f Education to change a teacher 
"certificate" to a "license." The name o f the "Professional Teaching Practices 
Commission" would be changed to "Educator Ethics Commission," to shorten the name 
and more accurately reflect the commission's functions.

Among the bill's numerous provisions are new sections governing applications and denial 
o f applications for teaching licenses. The current regulatory provision requiring criminal 
history background checks for applicants would be strengthened and placed in statute. 
The bill would also compile, for the first time, the grounds for denial of an application or 
for putting conditions on a teaching license.

The bill expands the range o f available disciplinary sanctions beyond suspension or 
license revocation, tracking powers currently available to occupational licensing boards, 
such as being able to summarily suspend a license i f  the educator poses a clear and 
immediate danger. The commission also would gain the authority to impose a civil fine 
against a person who is regulated by state law, but is not required to hold a license. The 
bill contains provisions that would preclude a person whose license is suspended or 
revoked from employment as a member o f the teaching profession, even i f  the position 
does not require a license.
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The bill also would streamline current law by consolidating regulator}' and statutory 
grounds for discipline into one statutory provision; allowing reciprocal discipline o f an 
educator who was disciplined in another jurisdiction; and clarifying the procedure for 
revoking the license o f a person convicted o f certain sex crimes. In addition, the bill adds 
misrepresentation o f a material fact on an employment application as a ground for 
discipline.

In rewriting the procedures and requirements for reinstatement o f a suspended or revoked 
license, the bill would expand from one year to five years the waiting period for 
reinstatement.

Finally, the bill contains new provisions to protect the confidentiality o f minors and o f 
investigatory files, and provides immunity from liability for persons who participate in 
good faith in certain investigations and proceedings o f the commission or the Department 
o f Education.

*

This bill represents a thorough effort on the part o f the Department o f Education and 
Professional Teaching Practices Commission to ensure Alaska educators are o f high 
quality and integrity. I urge your prompt and favorable action on this measure.

Sincerely,

T<


